
PROCEED ING S 

OF THE 

eambribqv anttquart*an octet, 
OCTOBER 28, 1889, TO MAY 19, 1890. 

WITH 

(ontmunttatton 
MADE TO THE SOCIETY. 

No. XXXII. 
BEING No. 2 OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME. 

DEIGHTON BELL & CO.; MACMILLAN & BOWES. 
LONDON: G. BELL AND SONS, 

1891. 

Price 8s. 6c1. 
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Professor MIDDLETON made a short communication on the 
House. of the Veysy family, and had intended to write a fuller 
account of this interesting building, but finding that Mr T. D. 
Atkinson, who had made the excellent set of drawings which 
are here reproduced, really knew more about the subject than 
he did, Professor Middleton was very glad to transfer to him the 
task of writing the description of the house.'  Thus it happens 
that both the following paper and its illustration's are wholly 
the work of Mr Atkinson. 

Mr J. W. CLARn, in proposing a vote of thanks to Professor Middleton, 
• quoted the contemporary fire-place which had been recently brought - to 

light in the Master's Lodge at Christ's College (Communications, vi. 374). 
The Treasurer (W. M. FAWCETT, M.A.) mentioned that, although he did 

not think that any of the family of Yeysy remained in Cambridge, the 
• name was a well-known one in Huntingdon, and possibly they were of 

the same stock. He also mentioned that in the old Manor House at 
Haslingfield there was a chimney-piece of similar character, only simpler. 
This example is now covered by a modern chimney-piece... He' seconded 
the vote of thanks to Professor Middleton. - 

ON THE HOJSE OF THE - VEYSY FAMILY IN CAMBRIDGE: 

• IN October, 1889, a house - standing at tle south-east corner 
of the Market Place 'was pulled down. It was known that part 
of it dated from the sixteenth century, but it 'was not until the 
work of destruction had begun, and the plaster and panelling 
were removed, that it was seen that the whole house was of 

• that period. It was presently discovered, from the inscriptions 
on the stone mantel-pieces, that the house had been built by 
'one Veysy, a grocer, in 1538; and it was evident, from its 
dimensions, and 'the beauty of its decorations, that it had origi-
nall y  been a very magnificent work of art. . •• 
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The accompanying plates (Plates xiv—xxv) are from 
drawings made by myself while the building was being pulled 
down. They shew all the work that then remained, and 
nothing more. The few restorations which I have attempted 
are all noted as such, and have been made only when the 
evidence did not admit of doubt. The plan of the cellars 
(Plate xiv) is of necessity inaccurate, as I had only partially 
measured them when I found, on returning to complete my 
work, that the floor above, loaded with tons of brick-rubbish, 
had fallen in. The following is the explanation of the shading' 
used in theplans: 

Timber-work, old: black. 
modern: white. 
probably old, or retored from existing evidnce: 

dotted. 
Brick-work, old: light hatching. 

modern: dark hatching. 

I have been able to ascertain but little respecting the 
Ve'ysys. The name frequently occurs in the accounts of the 
churchwardens of S. Mary the Great, but not in the Register 
of births, deaths, or marriages. Henry Veesy, "potecary," by 
will dated 15 April, 1503, bequeaths £5 to the building of the 
church 2, and £10 to King's College, "for myne obitt yerely to 
be kept ther in." He had two sons, John and Henry. The 
former, evidently the elder, was elected churchwarden in-1531 
and 1541. The initials, I . V, with a merchant's mark, on the 
fire-place dated 1538 (Plate xxv, fig. 1) evidently commemorate 
him. His will is dated 20 October, 1544, and he died soon 
afterwards, as appears from the accounts for 1544-45: 

• 	The shading does not distinguish between brick and stone-except in 
the small scale plan and section of the windows on Plate xix. 

2 Notes on Great S. Mary's Church. By Sam. Sandars, M.A. - Camb. 
Ant. Soc. Oct. Publ. No. X. p. 16 This and the other wills here pioted are 
copied or abstracted in the MSS Bowtell, preserved in IDowning College 
Library. 
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: 	Itein of Henry, Veysy for his father's bequest. . . .. ...... XX9 . • 

item ofthe sanie for his father's buryall. ........... vjs. yjjjd• 

Hnry Veysy, brother of John, was guardian of the rood-
light and holy sepulchre light in 1528, and churchwarden in 1529 
a-nd 1530: He decribes himslf in his will dated 15 March, 
1534, as "appotycary and grocer." He died in 1535 or 1536, 
As appears from the accounts for 1535-36 :- 
Item receyved for the buriall of Henry Veysy within the chirche . . . vjs. viijd. 

Item for torches aboughte his hOfrst ..................................yjjj'.l  

So far as :1 can ascertain, the nafrie occurs for the last time 
in 1550, when a Mr \Teysy pays six shillings for ye  clothe yt 
went over ye  quyer in lent, &'iij paynted clothes yt  was of ye 

sepulter." 
The Heralds'Vfsitation of 1619 mentions a Henry Vescy of 

Islam (Isleham) in the county of Cambridge, son of John Vescy 
of Cambridge and his wife Katherine, daughter of - Thurmadge, 
John being son of Henry'Vecy of Cambridge.. Probably thee 
are the actual individuals mentioned above and whose initials 
are carved or the rnante1-pieces. These ca±ting add tO What 
we already know of the occupants of the house. The flowers 
and leaves, separating- the Canes, ar- represented by colons in 
the following list. 

GROUND FLOOR, ROOM 0. EAST MANEL; -(Plates xv, 
xxiii) 2. Frieze. Third panel f left, iv centrepa-mel, a rose; 
third panel fro?),b right, KY. Lintel, I : VEYSY : K : VEYSY 
H : VEYSY : A : VEYSY. Spandrils, Left, hand (hacked off); 
Right hand, KY. Arch, H : V. - 

DITTO, WEST MANTEL (Plates'xv, XXI, XXII). Frieze. Left 
hand, Arms of the GrOcers' Company. Centre, Royal Arms. Right 
:hnd (removed). Lintel,, i : v :K :' V : K :'A-: V :1 (the rest 
removed). Spandrils, Left hand (hacked off). Right /ianl 
(removed). -Al"ch, ONO : : : : K: : : : : ( the rest removed). 

i In 1536-37, among the "Resceytes for Dyrygies," we find: "For the 
dirige of Henry Veysy, Viijd. 

2 The plates are on too small a scale to shew details. 	- 
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UPPER FLOOR, RooM H (Plate xvi). Spandrils. Left 
hand, An eagle and v. Right hand, 1K. 

UPPER. FLOOR, ROOM U (Plates XVI, XXIV, xxv). Frieze 
and part of lintel (hacked,off). Spandrils. Left hand, Arms 
of Grocers' Company (Plate xxv ;  fig. 4). Right hand, Initials 
and Merchant's mark on a shield (Ibid.. fig. 1). Arch. 
PJhrnes (fig. 2): Eagle (fig. 3) v (fig. 5): KV : w Plumes N 

SQDNI 1538 (figs. 8,9,10,11)::::: 
The arms are as follows. The Arms of Henry VIII.: France 

and England quarterly, . supporters a lion and a dragon. The 
arms of the Grocers' Company: Argent, .a chevron gules, be-
tween nine cloves sable, supporters' two griffiñs per fess gules 
and or. Neither' the, crest of the company :—A camel proper, 
bridled, with a saddle cloth, argent, thereon, six cloves sable-
nor the motto " GODGRANTGRACE," are given. 

Before describing, the house in detail it should be premised 
that the arrangement was peculiar. The plans (Plates xiv, 
xv, xvi) shew that it was a corner house, consisting of a 
portion fronting the market-place and returned for a short 
distance along Petty .Cury; and a back portion, extending east-
wards along the north side of a small yard. The house was 
separated by a passage from the house next to it on the north. 
It will be seen (Plates XIV, xviii) that a cellar extended under 
the whole, with the exception of a small portion neit 'Petty 
Cury; and that the front portion consisted of a cellar, and four 
'floors, the back portion of two. 

There can be no doubt that Veysy built this house from 
the foundations. The brickwork of the cellar (Plate xiv) is of 
the same character as that of the rest of the house, and the 
arrangement of the cellar is, exactly that of the floors above it; 
the chimney breasts, for example corresponding with those 
above. A part of this cellar has been allowed to remain, but 
the most interesting part—that under the front of the house-
has been rebuilt. Its walls contained numerous recesses 'of 
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various shapes and sizes, many of them blocked, up. This cellar 
had probably been altered in later times, and these alterations 
made it difficult to determine positively the uses of the series 
of small chambers which opened into it on the east side. If 
they were divided, the southern one may have been an oven, 
though no signs of a vault appeared. At the farther epd was a 
shaft, probably communicating' with the privies above. An 
arched drain from the adjoining chamber remained still open. 
Possibly there was originally a similar drain from the aforesaid 
shaft. The floor of this series of chambers was raised about 
eighteen inches-above that of the rest of the cellar. A curious 
moulded slab of Purbeck marble' was found in this cellar, 
brought, possibly, from the church of one . of the recenlly sup-
pressed religious houses. It is now in St Benet's churchyard. 

In the arrangement of the ground-floor. also (Plate xv), 
there are some doubtful points. The entrance to the court 
yard may have been from Petty Cury as . at present; or it may 
•have been from' the Market Place, and in a straight line with 
'the court-yard. The latter is perhaps rather the more likely 
of the.. two, but, if so, it was probably only a foot-way, as 
the cellars extended under the whole of this part, and they did 
not shew any signs of having been arched over to support a 
passage for carts, like that at the Falcon Inn, and there 
could hardly have ever been room for a cart to turn. 

The position of the original staircase is another doubtful 
point. I was told by a workman who was pulling down the 
existing staircase, that he had himself put it up in approxi-
mately the same position as an older one jDossibly contethporary 
with the building of the house. - - 

The north wing originally extended further to the. east. 
The post and bracket in. the partition at the east end (Plates 
xiv)  xvi, xx) was one of a 'series, and did not form an angle 

1 Apparently the top of an altar-tomb. 
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of the bthlding. • Moreover, the partitioii jtself coiltained a 
dooiay on theujiper .flooi ; while th ragged 'end' Of the bfick 
wdl she'wed that it had been continued furthcr. The I cellar ;  
on th other hand, ended iin1er the ptition.' This *ing no 
doubt contain'ed the principal rooms of the hduèe. The hail 
and ar1our, or 'perhap the hail alone,—there is 'no evidence 
fok either view--occupied the ground-floor; and - the best bed-
rooms, dr the parlour and a bedrb6m, the upper stdre ; while 
possibly the rooms beyond erO the kitchens and butteriës 

The fiont part of the house was probably divided on the 
groiind-floor;into two rooms, with' the entrance between theth. 
It thay be cohjOctured that these were used 'as a shop. The 
northernmost cOntained a firepiaCe,—old appareñtly, but much 
lat'er than Veysy's time. ' The outhern or corner' rooivi pro-
bably had a fireplace which joined the huge stack above the 
Oven, but this stack had been' entirel5 cut away on. the 
ground-floor and was supported on. wooden and 'iron Columrs. 

TJsuOfly,' iii even tlie'best houses of this. period, most. Of the 
bOdrooms could only be reached br passing thrrnigh others, but 
in the present case I am inclined to think that all the bed-
roOms were entered from a gallery running round the cOurt, as 
in the Falcon Inn,—though such' an arrangement was less 
common, because r1ess necessary, .in private houses. My reasons 
for so thinking are as follows. First, the windows of the north 
wing ai'e 'in the brick wall on the horth side, that is, the side 
a*ay fro'mthecourt (Plates XVI, XVII). Windows were sothe 
times made looking into the' gallery; but this was. not' very 
convenient, so :that though the absence• of windows on the 
north side would not have been proof that there was no gallery 
on the 'south, yet their Oxistence thei'e does 'tend to shew that 
there wis a gallery. Secoridiy,.the rem ãins. of the second floor 
also seem to 'shew that it was provided. with. a gallery. 

1 The westernmost window in the north wall has three lights, not two 
as shewn in the. drawings. 	. 
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• RoOm D on the first. floor (Plate xvi), and the rooms on the 
second and third floors, above room E. conthined fireplaces in a 
very perfect state, the. former richly carved and moulded, the 
two latter quite plain. Room E contained a small fragment of 
the fireplace, shewingthat it also was carved and moulded, but 
that it differed from all the others in . the hbuse in the pro-
jection being carried on corbels, about two feet from the floor. 

The construction, bothgenerally and in detail, is interesting. 
The first thing that strikes one is, the very substantial brick 
wall in .a house built,—with this one exCeption—entirely' of 
timber. Its object—the prevention of the spread Of fire from 
the next house—would obviously have been almost entirely 
defeated by its stopping shOrt wheie the houses aCtually Joined 
(Plate xvi). It is probable, therefore, that it was' cOntinued 

,originally to the front'of thehouse,—or was theant to be so con-
tinued,—and, had been pulled down, or neer completed, as the 
case may be, in order to save room. The building-acts of the 
middle ages encouraged, and in 'some cases I

enforced, the 
building of brick or stone party-wails bétweeñ houses; and it 
is to be regretted that they did not require that the whole 
building should be of similar fnaterials; we should have 
had a hundred old houses remaining for every,  one we now 
possess.  

The north wing was built in the following manner. On the 
north side, towards the next house, was the briCk wall, 2 ft. 3 in. 
thick; while on the south side, towards the court-yard, the wall 
was entirely of timber (Plates xiv, xv, xvi). This timber-wall 
was steadied.by strong beams crossing from it to the brick wall, 
into which they were built, and to which they were secured' by 
iron bands spiked to them, passed through the wall, and turned 
round upright iron bars on the outside (Plates' xvii, xx). At 
right' angles to;these beams, and tenoned into them, were'beams 
running down the centre of the building, and these' again sup. 
ported the floor joists. The latter were built into the brick *ali, 
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and at the other end rested on the timber-framing, both they and 
the principal' crosS-beams projecting beyond it and supSorting 
the overhanging upper storey, the ends of the beams having 
little curved brackets and columns under them (Plate xx). The 
framing of the wall would correspond to that of the flOor; thee 
were posts' 8 in. x 6 in. iinder. the cross-beams, and no 'doubt 
the framing between them was of upright tithbers of scantlings 
similar to the joists cver them. There seen to have been no 
diagonal braces, for the remaining post has no thortice to re-
ceive one. The windows of the gróund-flor rooms must have 
been in this' 'wall, as there are none on the othOr side. * 

The front part of the house was eiitirely of timber. The 
framing'of the first floor is interesting as being the only proof 
we have that in This part also the upper storeys overhung the 
lower; the framing of the floor-joists into a diagonal beam 
(Plate xvi) being the way in which they were made to form 
brackets for the upper storeys on two sides of corner houses. 
This construction further shews that the house did face both 
ways. It is doubtful if the second storey overhuiig the first and 
the third the second; the floors were not' framed in this wag, 
but it was impossible to examine then with sufficient Oare to 
be quite certain that they vere 'oiigina1. , 

The chimney-stacks in the north wing were pulled down 
niany years ago, but; those' who 'remethber them say that they 
were. quite plaIn' and very large, like that which remained on 
the south side of the house.. This last was probably original, 
and though there were four fire-places remaining on the stack, 
and there probably had been five or six, it contained, I believe, 
only one flue. This', 'hOwever,, measured about 3 ft square. 

Two flues ascended from' the fire-place in rOom G (Plate 
'vi), the. division iesting' on a wedge-shaped stone with the 
'edge downwards, immediately above, the lintel. One of the flues 
is. no blocked' up. 'I caiiflot suggest 'any explanation of this 
Curious' fCatuire.' Chitnneys were 6fteñ mad€ io afford'a means 
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of escape, but it is not clear how that object dould be served by -
the present example. 	. 	. 

Some details of construction remain to be iloticed.' The 
fire-places and the windows in the north wall are of cluneh. 
The bricks are red, laid in English bond with thick joints. The 
chimney-stacks of the north wing project on the outside from 
the face of the wall, at the level of the upper floor, the prqjec-
tions being carried on some simple and very beautiful machico-
lated work done entirely in red brick (Plates XVII, xix). The 
backs of the fire-places are of brick laid in a. "herring-bone" pat-
tern (Plates xxiii, xxIv)—a favourite device in this situation. 
They are laid in a sort of, coarse artificial fire clay.. The cove 
of the later fire-place in room F is plastered (Plate xvi). Over 
the fire-place lintels are "relieving arches" formed in the brick 
work, but as they were not built with a span wider than ' the. 
opening, their weight has, in all cases, cracked'the lintels which 
they were meant to relieve. Each of these lintéls is in two 
pieces—really two corbels meeting one another in the middle. 
In that in room U (Plates XV,. XXI, xxii) they are connected 
by an iron cramp about 2 ft. long x 3 in. x 3 in. turned down 
into each stone and made tight by molten lead being run in,-
another bad piece of construction, for the iron has expanded 
by heat or rust, and has' caused a large pièce of stone to' 
split off. Copper would have been better, but it was seldom 
used in mediaeval work. A small chip in the same stone was 
caused by the mouldings cutting through, a fossil which has 
come out leaving its impression. behind. This may enable. 
a geologist to say where the clunch was quarried'. All these 
interesting little defects have been "made good" in "restora-
tion." A small piece of what was evidently the original hearth-
stone remained. It was of a hard oolite, about 2 inches thick 
and worked to a very smooth face. This gives approximately 

1 The fossil is one which occurs frequently in the chalk beds of Cherry 
Hinton.  

C. A. S. Comm. VOL. VII.  
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the level of the old floor. Some iron bars remain in the west 
chimney of room C, probably to hang a caidron from. Somb-',  
slight indications of cOlour remained on the east fireplace of 
room 0,—of a greenish grey tint on the tracery and red on the 
rose in the centre panel. None of the mantels had shelves. 

Of the timber-work comparatively little remained. It was 
k, very carefully framed, and of most liberal di of splendid oa 	 - 

mensions, one beam measuring nearly 20 inches by 10 inches. 
- The timbers-_as in all old work—were sawn into nearly square, 
instead of deep and narrow, sectionsas at present, and were not 
laid in such a way as to make the most of their strength, thOir 
greatest dimensiois being horizontal. The bold projection of 
the capital on the post (Plate xx) was probably obtained by 

• using a naturally curved piece of timber like that above it ;-' 
otherwise the waste of timber and labour would have been 
very great. The ends of the girders were not supported on 
corbels, but were built into the walls, and no provision was 
made for:  the ventilatiOn of the timber, as was often rfghtly. 
done. . 

In the partitions, the spaces between the timbers were, 
in some places, filled with a pugging of chalk and chopped 
straw. This material is still used in the neighbourhood for 
garden walls, sheds, and so on, cast in large blocks, and built 
up like stonework. When well coated with plaster, or even 
only with whitewash, to protect it from the weather, it will 
last almost for ever. In timber-work, it was thrown in, in a 
semi-fluid state, often embedding a strong stake, fixed upright 
between the timbers to give strength to a long piece of pug-
ging and prevent it from falling out. This method was 
probably used throughout the hOuse, the lath and plaster 
with which it was covered inside and out being apparently 
modern. The old platering—like other examples in the fen 
district—was not on laths but on reeds. These., of course, 
could not be nailed to the ceiling joists, so a thin lath was 
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placed below and at right angles to them under each joist; 
this was then nailed up to the joist and the plaster made 
thick enough to cover. it. For the partions, the plaster was 
probably applied direct to the pugging. The brick wall was 
covered with plaster 1—tough, froth the Jarge, amount of hair 
which it •contained, •but not very hard, and with very little 
adhesion to the wall, owing chiefly to the mortar not having 
been rakd •  out of, the Joints to form a rough surface Or "ke" 
for the plaster. 

It is unfortunate that nothing remains to give us an idea 
of the architectural treatment of the street front; - and, as there 
is no. unaltered  street front in Cambridge less than a cençury 
later than this, we are without means of knowing what the 
local peculiarities were. The mere• fact that no timber-work 
fronts remain in the neighbourhood, ought perhaps to lead us to 
the conclusion that they were not very elaborate 2. But, whether 
elaborate or simple as a general rule, nouh of the Veysy 
house remains . to shew that it was a work of. art of great 
beauty and delicacy 3. 

1 J have kept specimens of this and some other materials used. 
2 During the pulling down of the frout part of the Falcon Inn 

previous to the rebuilding, I noticed, under the overhanging first floor, 
a very good plaster cove, with rich mouldings in wood at the springing 
and crown, indicating a certain degree of richness in the original 
front. 

I believe' that most of the houses on the east side of the Market 
Place, like many others in Cambridge, though apparently modern, were 
built in the 16th century. Traces of work of this date exist in many 
of the houses, and no doubt much more would be found if modern plaster 
and panelling were removed. A most picturesque building of the same 
age was pulled down so lately as March, 1891, in the court north of the 
Veysy house. It consisted of an open timber gallery, supported on posts, 
at a height of about se'en feet from the ground; it projected beyond the 
line of these, its carved plate being carried by curved brackets springing 
from the posts. This gallery, which ran along the side of the small court 
at right angles to the side of the Market Place, connected the back of. the 
house with an out-building of two storeys, the lower of which seemed to 
be a kitchen. The trough under the yard pump was the bowl of an early 

'8-2 
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