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• Mr E. A. W. BUDGE mde the following communication: 
ON THE •SYRIAC AND - COPTIC VERSIONS OF 

MARTYRDOM OF ST GEORGE OF CAPPADOCIA, 

PATRON - SAINT OF ENGLAND. 

A FEW years ago I became aware of the existence of a 
Coptic manuscript containing the history of George of Cappa-
docia, his martyrdom, the building of his shrine at Lydda, and 
the miracles which took'place in it. This MS. belongs to one 
of the old collections preseived in the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford, and is divided into three sections. The first gives a 
brief account of his life and martyrdom, and was written by his 
servaiit, Pasikrates, who professes to have been present during 
the whole time of his master's torture, and to have witnessed 
his death. The second relates the account of the bringing of 
George's body from Tyre to Diospolis, and the building of 
shrine there by his kinsman, called Andrew; This section 
purports to have been written by Theodosius, Bishop of Jerusa-
lem. The third section contains the narrative of the miracles 
which took place in the shrine, and gives an accoñnt of the 
death of Diocletian by miraculous means. This MS. is written 
in the Memphitic, or Coptic, dialect of Lower Egypt. There is 
preserved in the Vatican an encomium upon St George of 
Cappadocia by Theodotus, .Bishop of Ancyra, whose testimony 
is perhaps the most valuable of all, for it preserves many 
details which amplify the brief narrtives of Pasikrates and 
Theodosius. Theodosius is probably td be identified with the 
Palestinian monk, who caused such a disturbance at the Council 
of Chalèedon, A.D. 451, and who afterwards came to Jerusalem, 
and usurped the throne of Juvenal, from which he was expelled 
about the year 453. The work of Theodosius is referred to and 
quoted by Theodotus, who lived in the early part of the fifth 
century. Thus we have two full accounts of the martyidom of 
St George written before the end of the fifth century. We may 
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take the matter a step further back, to prove that The story 
was known at the end of the. third century; for we are 
distinctly told that Diocletian sent one of his generals, called 
Euchios, to demolish a shrine in Syria. built in honour of St 
George. The Coptic. account, however, of the martyrdom, 
which appears to have been translated from the Greek, has 
been so altered by the Coptic scribe that the original form of 
the story has quite disappeared in this version. . We may say 
in passing that this version was read publicly in the churéhes of 
Upper Egypt soon after the sixth century. As the work was 
known in Egypt at an early date, it follOws as a matter, of 
course that it would also be known to the Syrian monks who 
lived in the Scete desert. We should then expect that a 
translation into Syriac would very soon be made by them, and 
this turns out to be actually the case. We have in the British 
Museuni three Syriac MSS. containing the history .  of St George. 
They were written in the sixth,. eleventh, and twelfth centuiy 
respectively. A fourth MS. of great value for the text is one 
indicated in this paper by D, and is preserved in the University 
Library of Cambridge. If we compare the Coptic and Syriac 
versions of the history of . St George as we know it from the 
MSS. described above, we shall see that they are to all intents 
and purposes,identical, and that they appear to have been 
translated from a Greek original. It is true that the Syriac 
account differs in some respects from the Greek version pub-
lished by Pappenbroch in the Acta Sanctorum; nevertheless, 
making allowance for variant readings in the Greek MSS., it is 
quite clear that these two versions are the same. The Syriac 
version is simpler in form, and has less of the miraculous in it 
than the Coptic; and as the Syriac MSS. are older by three 
centuries than any Copt'ic MSS. known to us, we may assume 
at once that the additions in the Cptic version were added 
from the imagination of the scribe. As the Coptic version 
of the story has already been published, by the present writer, 
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it will only be necessary here to give the Syriac text of• the 
history with the variant readings of the four MSS., together 
with an English translation, of it. 

This translation was read, and some observations were made 
by Mr Budge, and comparisons drawn between it and the 
myth, common to so many nations, of the combat between 
light and darkness. 	' 	

0 

Mr OHURTON observed that the legends of St George the Martyr 
assumed such a variety of form that it seemed impossible to ascribe them 
all to one origin. Canon Maclean, of the Archbishop's Mission to the 
Nestorians or Eastern Syrians, had been making translations from their 
Euchologion, and amongst the features of a very scanty Hagiology, 
including the commemoration of the seven Maccabean martyrs and a few 
other saints, a conspicuous place was given to St George the Martyr, 
which was a striking evidence of the widely-extended influence of his 
name.  

MONDAY, March 3, 1890. 

Professor Hughes, M.A., President, in the chair. 

The following new Members were elected: 
Rev. John Reginald Harmer, M.A., Corpus Christi College. 
Robert Forsyth Scott, Esq., M.A., St John's College. 
Alfred Smith, Esq., Trinity Street. 

The following antiquities were exhibited: 
By J. H. Taylor, M.A., Trinity College: 

A pendent dial. Two Bactrian and ten Hihd coins 
from Benares. 

By Mr A. G. Wright: 
A gold coin found in ploughing' near 'Great Malvern. 

This was explained by Mr Jenkinson as having been probably struck 
in North-Western Gaul. 

By Rev. S. S. Lewis, M.A., Corpus Christi College: 
Six Gallic gold coins, illustrative of this 'coin. 
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