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to the Order' was the chief Object of their residence. The volume, on the  
Knights Hospitallers by Kemble and Larking in the Camden Society's 
publications gives a very good picture of their life and state in the 14th 
century. 

The Rev. E. .G. WooD, B.D., made the following communi-
cation: 

NOTE ON THE CULTUS OF S GEORGE OF CAPPADOOIA 

AS PATRON SAINT OF ENGLAND. 

• ATTEMPTS have been made to shew that a special cultus of 
S. George of Cappadocia existed in England even in the pre-
Norman period; Ppenbroch, Selden, Dr Smith in his edition 
of Bede's Martyrology (Cambridore 1777), and Heylin in his 
life of the Saint have all done so. It cannot be said that their 
efforts are very successful, or really go beyond shewing that in 
common with the rest of Christendom the Anglo-Saxon Church 
esteemed S. George highly. One great argument employed 
has been 'that in Bede's Martyrology the name of S. George 
stands alone on April 23; and that this, it has been urged, 
would seem to indicate that in England he was so specially 
venerated that no other name, as in other Martyrologies, was 
allowed to appear on that day. This- consideration, however, 
is of little weight, first because 'the Martyrologium Vetus 
Romanum, contemporary with Bede's, itself has S. George's 
name and none other on -April 23, and Rabanus Maurus com-
memorates only S. George; secondly, Bede's idea, as expressed 
briefly by himself at the conclusion of the Ecclesiastical History, 
seems to have been to give only the names of martyrs whom he 
believed to have some genuine history, and the structure of the 
Martyrology bears this out. Many days are vacant, and many 
besides Ap. 23 have only one name, e..9.  Jan. 18, S. Prisca, and 
June 15, S. Vitus; other Martyrologies containing many names 
on those days. The names of both the Saints just mentioned 
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are entered exactly as S. George's is; but there is no pretence 
for saying there was any 9pecial cultus of either of them in 
England. An examination of •the Leofric Missal does not, 
except in one MS., disclose anything pointing to a special 
devotion to S. George. Indeed in the Calendar his name 
appears not among the 34 greater feasts of Saints marked .F* 
but among the 77 lesser marked .S.. The one exception is the 
Robert of Jumiège MS. now at Rouen, and which, undoubtedly 
was brought from England in the Conqueror's time. In that 
the names of S. George, S. Benedict, S. Martha, and S. Gregory 
are inserted in the Canon of the Mass after S. Lawrence. The 
most probable origin of the genesis of the patronal cult of 
S. George in England is, as regards substance, the fact of his 
general recognition in Europe as Patron of Soldiers, and, as 
r€gards time, the period of the Crusades and the 'belief in his 
apparition to Cceurde-Lion. The Ordo Roma.nus, a document 
dating from the, eighth century, is ,witness to the fact of his 
being venerated as the spiritual patron of the military art. In 
the order for the Consecration of a Knight the prayer at the 
girding on of the Shield is "by the merits of Thy Martyrs and 
Soldiers,. Maurice, Sebastian, and George grant to this man 
victory ,  against his foes." Selden cites an old French ceremonial 
in which the form of.knighthood simply consisted in the words, 
"Je te fais Chevalier au nom de Dieu et de Monseigneur' 
Saincte George." Jacobus de Voragine in the Golden Legend 
quotes John of. Antioch as relating the apparition of S. Ge'orge 
to the Christian army besieging Jerusalem. The Black Book 
of Wincisor preserves the legend of a similar apparition to 
Richard I., and the evidence for the fact of the latter having 
repaired the ancient Church at Lydda, dedicated to the Saint, 
seems fairly trustworthy.' We . may therefore without much 
risk conclude that the' Crusaders would bring back with them 
to England' a certain enthusiasm for S. George. It has been 
alleged that the Council of Oxford under Langton in 1222 
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established the festival of S. George, but there can be little, 
if any, doubt that the Canon ascribed to that Council in the 
Collectio Regia containing a list of festivals is not genuine. 
No English MS. of the Acts of the Council contains it, nor is it 
cited by Lyndwood in the title de Feriis. The feast of S.' George 
does not occur in the Consuetudinary of S. Osmund in its 
original form, nor is it included in the list contained in 
Archbishop Islip's Constitutions (1,350). But the time was 
approaching for a formal recognition of the position which 
popular devotion was gradually according to S. George. The 
wars alike of the first and the third Edward had much to do 
with this; their military glory was identified with the national 
life. The latter, in establishing the Order of the Garter, had 
chosen S. George as its patrn. He is said by Thomas of 
Walsingham to have invoked the Saint, together with S. Edward, 
when pressed in a certain encounter during the siege of Calais 
by the French (Hist. in Rolls Series, I.. 274), "Ha! S. Edward, 
Ha! S. George." It may be suggested that this invocation 
marks a transition. Doubtless the name of S. Edward had 
been that most frequently in Englishmen's mouths as a national 
saint. Here he is put before S. George. lJnder Archbishop 
Arundel, at a synod held at S. Paul's in 1399, the clergy pre-
sented a petition desiring that "the feast of S. George the 
Martyr, who is the spiritual patron of the soldiery of England, 
should be appointed to be solemnized throughout England and 
observed as a holiday, even as other nations observe the feasts 
of their own patrons" (Ex. Reg. Arunde], Wilkins iii. 241) 
FEe is only, it will be observed, spoken of as being as yet recog-
nized as military, not as national, patron. The matter however 
dropped through, to be revived under Archlishop Chichele at 
the beginning of the next reign, that of Henry V. The Consti-
tution establishing the feast is in Lyndwood, Lib. ii. Tit. 3, De 
Feriis, cap. 4, also in Wilkins Hi. 376 (Ex. Reg. Chicheley, ii. 
214 a.) It is ordered that the feast be observed both by 

C. A. S. Comm. Vor. VII. 	 11 
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clergy and laity as a "greater double" with abstinence from all 
servile work, even as on the feast of Christmas, and that all 
hduld come to church and pray for the Saint's patronage, 'tan-

quarn patronus et protector nationis specialis,' and especially 
'pro Rége et Regni salute'; and this was to be observed I for all 
future time. Ly.ndwood in his glosses on the constitution 
remarks that it \vas adopted at the express instigation of the 
king on the eve of his departu're`  for Normandy. He also 
remarks that though ceremonially the Feast was not put in 
the highest rank (viz. that of principal greater doubles, which 
were only Christmas, Epiphany; Easter, Ascension, Whitsunday, 
the Assumption, and the Patronal and Dedication Festivals 
of a. Church) yet that by reason of the command to abstain 
from servile work it was made practically equal to them. This 
constitution nay then be regarded as the formal recognition of 
S. George as the National Patron. Devotion to him as such 
rapidly spread.' The Liber Metricus of Thomas of Elm.ham 1  
ascribes the 'victory of Agincourt to S. George:. 

0 Christi genetrix 0 miles Sancte Geoi'gi 
Sub quibus alma viget Anglia fertis opem. 

S 	 . 	 cap. 26. 
S 	 Cernitur in campo 

I

sacer ille Georgius armis 
Anglorum parte bella parare suis 
Protegit he Anglos victrix manus altitonantis 
Non nobis sed ci gloria tota datur. 

S 	 . 	cap. 40. 

Thenceforth "S. George for Merry England" was the cry of 
the nation as well as of her soldiery down' to 1552, in which 
.year the Grey Friars Chronicler relates that its observance was 
interdicted. 

It may be noted that the rank assigned to the festival in 
Chichele's constitution, is ignored by the printed copies of the 
Sarum Books. This, does not necessarily indicate that the' day 

Memorials of Henry the Fifth (Rolls Series), 1858, pp. 79-16, 
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was not observed as, that decree -  prescribed. We have in fact 
evidence of its being so observed'. 

The Statute of that year. however (5 and 6 Edward VI. 
c. 3), while abolishing the civil obligation of making holiday 
except on certain specified days, made in, its lasf clause a 
special exception for the Knights of the Garter in regard to 
S. George's day. It appears, horever, from the Windsor 
Register, that the zeal of the Knights themselves for the "new 
learning" led to their enacting a private , statute abolishing the 
observance of.the day by the Order. This statute was expunged 
two years after, and the feast of the Saint restored to its 
position as the great festival of the most noble Order. 

Canon SCOTT added the following observations: 
In an article contributed to the Transactions of the Royal Society qf 

Literature (Second Series, VoL vu. p. 132), Mr John Hogg speaks of a 
Greek inscription copied from a very ancient Church, originally a heathen 
temple, at Ezra in Syria, dated A.D. 346, in which S. George is spoken of 
as a holy martyr. This is important testimony, as at this very time was 
living the other George (Gibbon's "Bacon-seller"), the Alexandrian bishop 
(d. 362), with whom the Saint is sometimes confounded. 

Selden (Titles of Honour, Ed. 16721  p. 672), speaking of the Saxon 
Martyrology in Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, says that he doubts St 
George's name being first taken under Edward III. because, "in a most 
antient Martyrology peculiarly belonging to this Kingdom, he is the only 
Saint mentioned for the three and twentieth of April, though both in the 
Greek and Latin Martyrologies there be divers more beside him on that 
day. Unless there had been 'singular honour given him from this Nation; 
why should his name alone be so honoured with it?" . 

lingard says that the name of 'S. George came in the Canon of the 
Anglo- Saxon Mass. 	 , 	.. 

1 Uhronicle qf. the Grey Friars of London. Ed. Camden Society, 1852, 
p. 74.' 
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