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Dr LUARD stated that even that pioneer of historical investigation, Dr.  
Maitland, had quoted stories from Inguif as if they had been undoubtedly 
genuine, and mentioned that the xiith century was the usual time for 
forgeries of this kind rather than the xivth. With regard to Charters, he 
thought that genuine charters had frequently the names of false witnesses 
attached to them,. which had been introduced at a later time in order 
to give a higher value to the document; so that often charters were a 
better test of the witnesses than the witnesses of the charters. 

Mr T. D. ATKINSON made the following communication: 

NOTES ON THE ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY OF HORHAM 

HALL, ESSEX. 

The general history of the manor of Horharn and of the 
families who have possessed it has been written very fully 
by Mr H. W. King, Honorary Secretary of the Essex Archaeo-
logical Society'. In these notes, therefore, no more will be 
attempted than an outline of the architectural history. It may 
be useful, however, before describing the building, to quote 
from Mr King some of the principal facts about its various 
owners. 

Horh'am 2 is one of the five manors into which Thaxted 
was divided shortly after the Domesday Survey. Its history 
down' to the end of the fourteenth century can be traced 
in some detail, but this, is succeeded by a gap of fifty 'years, 
during which nothing is known of its owners. In 1451 the 
manor was held by Richard Large, of London, who was 
probably heir of Robert Large, Mercer, Lord Mayor in 1349, 
but when and how it came into the' possession of this family 
does not appear. It was sold by the executors of Alice Large 
in 1494 for eight hundred marks to Richard Quadryng of 
Lincolnshire, who sold it again in 1502 to Sir John Cutte. 

1 "The descent of the Manor of Horham and of the family of 
Cutts." Trans. Essex AreliceOl. Soc. First Ser., Vol. iv. 

2 The name Horham is said to be derived from the'Saxon Ora, a skirt 
or border, and Ham, a house, i.e. the house on the boundary. If this be 
so, a more appropriate name could not have been chosen, for the boundary 
between the Parishes of Thaxted and Broxted passes through the Hall. 
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The Outte family is the most interesting of those who 
possessed Horham. This Sir John was Treasurer of the House-
hold to King Henry VIII., and he seems to have been the 
founder of the faniily. fortunes. It is not known who his father 
was. He is said to have built the greater part of the present 
house, but he left it—or at least the chapel—unfinished at 
his death in 1520; for he directs in his Will that his body 
shall be buried in Thaxted Church until his own chapel shall 
be finished. His large possessions passed to his eldest son, 
a boy of thirteen, who married, when seventeen, Lucy, widow 
of Sir Anthony Browne, standard-bearer to Henry VII., and 
daughter and coheiress of the Marquess of Montacute. But he 
died on reaching manhood (1528), leaving a son three .years 
'old, who died when he was but thirty. (1505 5) leaving a son 
of ten. This latter, John, the last of the family to possess 
Horham, lived to the allotted threescore and tenyears ;  being 
born in the reign of Queen Mary and dying in that of King' 
James. He appears to have lived chiefly at his other seat, 
Childerley, in Cambridgeshire; and, his magnificence finally 
obliging him to part with Horham, he sold it in 1599 to 
Thomas Kemp. Kemp sold it to Sir William Smijth of Hill 
Hall, Essex, in whose family it remained till 1854, when it was 
exchanged for another estate, with the present owner. 

The present house forms a part only of the original building, 
or at all events of the original design, of Sir John Cutte. It 
is said that the moat' surrounded the house; that on the 
bridge which crossed it opposite the porch there stood a gate-
way tower; and that adjoining the north wing there was a 
chapel. Of course there must also have been large outbuildings. 
I do not know, that there is any evidence that all these buildings 
were ever finished, but I believe there is no reason to suppose 
that they were not, and the foundations of some of them, at 
I east, may be traced on the turf in a dry summer. We know 
that 'Sir John died before his chapel was finished, and it is 
possible that no building-work was done during the long 

1 At present the moat begins opposite the porch, encircles the northern' 
half of the house, and ends again about opposite the western entrance. 
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minorities of his son and grandson. If this be the case 
perhaps the buildings were never finished. 

The general arrangement of the house, and the periods to 
which the different parts may be referred, will be understood 
from the ground-plan (P1. xxxvi). It still retains the general 
arrangement of a typical medieval house, as shewn, for instance, 
in the block of buildings between the upper and lower .courts at 
Haddon Hall, Derbyshire. The hail, as the principal and most 
important apartment, occupies a central position. At the 
south end are the kitchen and offices, at the north end the 
private rooms of. the owner of the house. Each of these wings 
is in two floors. The hail is of the same height as the wings, 
and, having no rooms over it, forms the only means of communi 
cation between them. The inconvenience of this arrangement 
was in some houses avoided by constructing a gallery along the 
side of the hail at the level of the upper storey; but no such 
gallery exists at Horham. The. irregular bay window at the 
north-east corner of the hail, which makes such a pretty 
feature outside, was no doubt designed to light the passage 
leading to the chapel. On the upper floor it lighted a ladies' 
gallery, which had also a window commanding the hail. From 
the screens there were originally three doors leading to the 
offices; one—still used—leading to the kitchen, and two others, 
now blocked, opening into the pantry and buttery respectively. 
Over these are two windows, one of which was perhaps a door 
to the gallery over the screens. The hall has a flat ceiling, 
with an opening communicating by a shaft with the lantern in 
the roof. 

There are some peculiarities in the plan, due in most cases 
to the alterations that have been made at different times. 
The position behind the dais of the stairs leading to the 
cellar is unusual, though I am not sure that this is not a 
part of the original design. If so, the stairs leading to 
the upper floor may have been in a straight flight over 
them, a landing at the top giving access to the ladies' gallery, 
to the bedrooms, and probably also to a gallery for the use 
of the family in the chapel; On the other hand we might 
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have expected to find these stairs in the angle between the 
west side of the hail and the north wing, where there is now a 

• small room; but, in the present instance, I am inclined to put 
them over the stairs leading to the cellar. The arrangement  of 
the existing principal staircase is also Unusual. V  J occupies a 

• tower at the north-east corner of the house, with a room at the 
top from which a turret-stair leads to the roof. V• V 

I am quite unable to explain the irregular setting-out of 
work of two distinct periods in the south wing, namely  the 
west wall and the kitchen. Possibly the position of the moat, 
or of, some buildings now removed, may have had something 

• to do with it. 
V In the south face of the garden wall, part of which is shewn 

on the plan, are three recesses, of which illustrations are here 
given (Plate xxxviii, figs. 14 )  15, 16). What their use was, I 
cannot positively say... It has been suggested to me that they 
are nests for pigeons. This is extremely probable, as the plan 

V  is exactly that of a cell of a pigeon-house. If this be so, they 
would, presumably, have been used for a few specially valuable 
birds, as they would only accommodate six birds in all. There 
must moreover have been .a lean-to shed agaiist the wall, 

V forming a coop, but the wall now sliews no signs of this. 	V 

The Architectural History, to which we may now proceed, 
has been generally supposed to begin with Sir John Cutte in 
1502, the hail and the two rooms to the north of it, built by 

V 

	

	
him between' 1502 and 1520, being thought to be the oldest 
part of the house. I think that there is good reason for believing 

V •• that the greater part of the south wing is 'older, and V that it was 
V built by Richard Large, some fifty years before (Plate XXXVI). 

The general architectural character of this part of the house 
is that of about a century later, new windows having been 

V 	 inserted, and a very beautiful chimney-stack built, at that 
V 	period. The remains of the earlier work are (1) the roof, 

the existence of which' was not  known till I had the good 
fortune to discover it in -the summer of 1890, (2) the gable 
walls. V 	 V 

(1). The very beautiful and richly moulded open timber 	V 
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roof (Pis. XXXVII, xxxviii), at present hidden by a modern 
ceiling, clearly once belonged to one of the best rooms of the 
house—probably the solar—And not to any part of the offices, 
as at present. Now this part is, and always has -been, allotted 
to the servants in the house as it now exists, for it is contrary 
to all known arrangements of medieval houses that any of the 
family rooms should be placed at the kitchen-end of the hail. 
The roof in question must therefore have belonged to an earlier 
house. That it is in its original position, and has not been 
brought from another building, is certain, for, in the first place, 
the spaces between the timbers of the central truss are filled 
in with upright timbers and pugging covered with plaster, so as 
to form a partition (P1. xxxvn), and this would hardly have 
survived a removal. Moreover there is a partition of the 
same character, and clearly contemporary with the roof, below 
the tie.-beam. In the second place the trusses are connected 
by the original wind-braces', and these would probably not have 
been so carefully refixed in a roof over butteries. Thirdly, 
these wind-braces shew that the trusses are at the proper 
distance apart, and as the latter divide the length of the 
building into four equal intervals, it follows that the roof must 
have been designed for the present building, or. for one of 
exactly the same length. 

But, in addition to the evidence afforded by its situation, 
the character of the roof itself points to its being earlier than 
the rest of the house. The central truss is ornamented with 
a small shield' of early form (P1. xxxvii, fig. 2, P1. xxxviii, 
fig. 7); and, though the mouldings are late in style, the 
method of construction is also early. A tie-beam carrying a 
central post and cross-beam to support the middle part of the 
principal rafters is characteristic of the thirteenth and four-
teenth centuries, later roofs dispensing with the tie-beam and 
post, and supporting the principal rafters more directly from 

1 The rafters are carried by horizontal pieces called purlins (P1. XXXVII, 

F) resting on the trusses. These purlins are strengthened by diagonal 
struts called wind-braces (Wb). 

2  It is unfortunately not charged with any arms, but is quite blank. 
C. A. S. Comm. VoL. VII. 	 16 
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the walls. I was at first surprised to find late mouldings and 
an early method of construction employed together, but I 
presently discovered why the early method of construction had 
been adopted. There is just room to pass the hand between 
one of the old wall-plates and the modern ceiling, and on doing 
so I found that there were large mortices, or holes to receive 
the ends of upright timbers, at regular intervals in the wall-
plate (Pis. XXXVII, XXXVIII, fig. 11), shewing that the south 
side at least of the building had been constructed of timber. 
Thus it was necessary to have a tie-beam to prevent the feet 
of the rafters from spreading outwards, and pushing over a 
slight timber-wall. But for all this the roof can hardly be later 
than the last half of the fifteenth century—let us say 1470 

Clearly then --from its position and richness taken together, 
and from its architectural character—the roof must have covered 
some of the best rooms of an earlier house, not mprobably a 
house with a hail in a similar position to the present hall and 
with kitchens where the present sitting rooms are. 

(2) To this may be added some evidence of a technical cha-
racter—not as to the use, but as to the early date of the building 
—namely, that afforded by the gable-walls. This evidence is 
afforded by the irregular character of the brickwork. It is 
common enough to find the use of either of the two systems of 
bricklaying known as English bond' and Flemish bond accepted 
as evidence as to date, but I have nowhere found it obsersed that 
no system at all was followed till brickwork had been in general 
use for some little time, namely (in East Anglia) till about the 
beginning of the sixteenth century. The work is quite irregular, 
and generally there are far too great a number of "stretchers." 
It was evidently done by masons—men accustomed to work in 
a material too irregular to allow of a rule of thumb. This is 
true not only in the rarer instances of thirteenth and four-
teenth century brickwrk, but down to quite the close of the 

It may be explained that in English bond (the earlier system) one 
course of bricks shews only the ends (headers), the next only the sides 
(stretchers) and so on, while in Flemish bond every course shews sides and 
ends alternately. 
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fifteenth century. Of course the two methods—or rather the 
method and the want of method—overlap, according as a good 
or bad bricklayer was employed; and so we sometimes find 
irregular brickvork of a later date than a piece of good English 
bond. It should also be observed that in early examples of 
English bond, the. brioklayer was easily put out by having to 
form a chequer pattern of blue bricks, which rather interfered 
with his system, and so the work, at first sight, looks like the 
early irregular walling; later, he was able to form this pattern 
without allowing it to make any material irregularity. Both 
the gable-walls of this wing are of this unsystematic character, 
and in strong contrast with the work of 1510, which is in good 
English bond with a chequer pattern. Also the bricks used at 
the two periods are of a different size. 

These facts, namely, that brickwork of this description 
occurs alongside a piece of early  brickwork in good English 
bond; that the roof is of an early character; and that one so - 
ornamental covers buildings which were used early in the six-
teenth century as butteries, lead me to put the date of this 
part of the house in the latter half of the fifteenth century. 

For what use it was originally designed is a matter of pure 
speculation. It may have been the chapel (it runs east and 
west) or it may have been the hall and solar of the Large 
family; the partition under the middle truss forming the divi-
sion—partly open—between the chancel and nave, or between 
the solar and hall, 'as the case may be. It should be men-
tioned that the eastern half of the roof is more richly orna-
mented than the western, as will be seen by comparing the 
drawings of the western principal and purlin (P1. xxxviii, 
figs. 8, 12) with those of the eastern principal and purlin 
(Ibid. figs. 10, 13). 

In 1502 comes Sir John Outte, builds his grand new place, and 
converts the older building into what we should call his offices, 
his kitchen probably occupying a position somewhat similar to 
that of the present one, and his buttery and pantry being to 
right and left of the passage leading to it, very much as they 
are at present, but with the doors, now blocked, opening into the 

16-2 
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screens. Sir John, as befits a high court official, has rather 
advanced notions on the subject of personal comfort, and builds 
three rooms, besides the hail, on the ground-floor—unless the 
smaller one 'was the space occupied by the staircase two or 
three bedrooms and a private chapel. 

His short-lived son and grandson did little or nothing in the 
way of building during their long minorities, and possibly did 
not even finish the chapel. The staircase-tower was probably 
added by his great grandson, whose extravagant hospitality, 
however, obliged him to part with the manor. Except the 
rebuilding of the kitchen in about 1650, and some alterations 
made in 1841, there are no further architectural changes to 
record. 

The house has suffered, severely at the hands of the vandals. 
The panelling has been removed from the hail and all the rest 
of the house has been fitted up in a style suited to the taste of 
fifty years ago. 

Mr A. P. HtJMPHRY mentioned that early in the present century the 
panelling had been removed from Horham Hall to the House of Commons. 

EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES. 

(P1. XXXVI-XXXVHI.) 

PLATE J. Ground plan. 

(Names of rooms shew their original, not their present uses. Of the 
dates assigned to the different parts, 1510 (approximately) and 1841 are 
derived from documentary evidence; the others are 'conjectured from the 
style of the buildings to which they are attributed.) 

PLATE II. Roof over south wing (Buttery and Pantry). 
Fig. 1. Centre truss,, shewing part of the partition. 
Fig. 2. One bay, shewing centre truss and east truss. 
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PLATE III. 	(a) Details of roof over south wing (Figs. 
1-13); (b) One of the recesses in the 	garden-wall (Figs. 
14-16). 
(a) 	Fig. 1. Section of capital of king post: centre truss. 

• 	 2. Do. 	do. 	west truss. 
 Plan of king post: west truss: 	shewing struts (A.A.) 

tenoned in. 
 Section of base of king post: centre truss. 
 Do. 	do. 	west truss. 
 Section of tie-beams. 
 Elevation of shield on east side of tie-beam of centre truss. 
 Section of principal rafter: west truss. 
 Do. 	do. 	centre truss: shewing wind- 

brace (B) tenoned in. 
 Do. 	do. 	: east truss. 

Section of wall-plate: shewing (C) end of tie-beam: (D) 
foot of principal rafter: (E) foot of common rafter: 
(F) top of timber framing (now removed), which formed 
the south side of the building. 

 Section of purlin: west of centre truss. 
 Do. 	: east of centre truss. 
 Plan of recess in garden wall. 
 Elevation 	do. 	do. 
 Section 	do. 	do. 

N.B. In the details of the roof, the dotted lines shew tenons and pins. 

Mr T. D. ATKINSON then made a preliminary report, illus-
trated by a plan, on the excavations made by Mr C. P. Allix in 
1890 on the site of a Priory of Benedictine nuns at Swaffham 
Bulbeck, Cambridgeshire. 

Mr ALLIX mentioned that some interesting ironwork and pottery had 
been found at Swaffham, and expressed a hope that he would be able to 
continue his excavations next autumn. 
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