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WITH 

COMMUNICATIONS MADE TO THE SOCIETY. 

1891-1892. 

MONDAY, October 26th, 1891. 

Professor E. C. CLARK, LL.D., President, intheChair.. 

The PRESIDENT delivered a short address on "Methods and 
Means of Archeological Study." 

Mr J. W. CLARK made the following communication: 

NOTES ON CHAINED LIBRARIES AT CESENA, WELLS, 
AND GTJILDFORD. 

Of the various subjects which I found it necessary to study 
while editing Professor Willis's Architectural History of the 
University, none was to me so delightful as the inquiry into 
the position, arrangement, and fittings of in edieval libraries; 
and, since the completion of the essay on The Library', I have 
been continually amassing fresh materials for the further 
elucidation of the subject. On this -occasion I propose to give 
some account of three libraries, of the existence of which .1 have 
only lately become aware. 

1 Arch. Hist. Vol. iii. pp. 387-471. 
C. A. S. Comm. VOL. VIII. 	 1 



. 	
CHAINEt LII3RARY AT CESENA. 

S 	 I. I will begin with the library at Cesena, a city of North 
Italy, between Forli and Ravenna. I regret that I cannot 
describe it from personal inspection, but my friend Dr Hardcastle, 
our secretary, happening to visit Italy last year, was so good 
as to go out of his way for the purpose of examining it for 
me. He brought me some notes on the library, and a number 
of admirable photographs, taken by himself. From these, and 

S  
from the ground-plan and other details given by the learned 
Joseph Maria Muccioli, who published a catalogue of its MSS 
in 1780', I have been enabled to understand its arrangements 
nearly as well as if I had visited it myself. 

In the fifteenth century Cesena was governed by the 
powerful family of Malatesta, by one of whom, Domenico 
Malatestallovello, the library was built, in 1452, for the use of 

- the convent of San Francesco. It was designed by Matteo 
S 

	

	 Nuzio of Fano, a celebrated architect of the day, as we learn 
from an inscription on the right of the door of entrance. 

1452 	 5 

S 	 MATHEVS ., NVTIVS. 
S 	 FANENSI EX VRBE. CREATVS. 

S 	 DEDALVS ALTER. OPVS. 
TANTVM. DEDVXIT . AD VNGVEM. 	

S 

The general plan and arrangement will -be readily under- 
S 	

stood from the ground-plan and longitudinal section (Plate I), 
S 	 copied, on a reduced scale, from those given by Muccioli. It is 

a long narrow building, 139 ft. 6 in. long, by 355  ft. broad, 
• standing east and west, so that its windows face north and 

south. It is entered at the west end, through a lofty marble 
doorway. Internally it is divided into three aisles, of which 
the central is the narrowest, by two rows of fluted marble 
columns. Against the side-walls, and partly engaged in them, 
are two rows of similar columns. • The aisles are divided by 

' Catalogtis SCodicunl.Manuscriptorum Malastestiame Casenatis Biblio-
thëca fratruni minorum fidei custodiaque concreditse ... Auctore Josepho 

• 	 Maria Mucciolo ejusdem ordinis fratre et Ravennatis ccenobii alumno. 
2 vols. fol. Crsena?; 1780T84 	

S 	 S 
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CHAINED LIBRARY AT CESENA. 	 3 

plain- quadri-partite vaults, resting partly on the central columns, 
partly on those engaged in the side-walls, into eleven bays, each 
lighted by two windows. These aisles are about 12 feet wide. 
The central aisle, about 10 ft. 6 in. wide, has a plain barrel 

- vault,, extending from end to end of the building. 
The influence of the Renaissance may readily be detected in 

the ornamentation of the columns, but traces, of medieval 
forms still linger in the room. If the central alley  were 
wider, it might be taken for the nave of a basilica. In this 
direction it may be instructively compared with the magnificent 
Biblioteca £aurenziana at Florence, designed 73 years later by 
Michael Angelo, the style of which is wholly classical. 

- 	----------- 

FIG. 1. Bookcases at west end of south side of Library, Cesena. - 

There are 29 bookcases in each aisle. They stand on a. 
wooden floor, slightly raised above the marble pavement which 
extends right across the room, and there is an interval of about 
2 ft. 6 in. between them and the wall, so that access may be 
readily obtained to them from either end. 

The westernmost bay is empty, being used as a sort of 
vestibule, and the first bookcase, if I may be allowed' the 
expression, on each side, is really not a, bookcase but a seat. 
The arrangement of this case and of the rest will be uncIersood 
from the ground-plan and section, and from the woodcut (fig. 1), 

1-2 
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4 	 CHAINED LIBRARY AT CESENA. 

which shews in outline 'the two first cases on the south side.. 
In their general appearance these cases resemble those at 
Florence, and Muccioli not unnaturally sug gests that they may 
have . served as a model for those, splendid works of art (fig. 2). 

FIG. 2. Bookease and desk in the Medicean Library at Florence. (Lent by the 
Syndics of the University Press.) , 

Like them, each contains a repository for the books when not 
in use, a desk to lay them 04, and a seat for those who are 
reading the books in the next case. At Cesena, the comfort of 
the reader is considered by a gentle slope of the back of the 

61W 
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seat, which at Florence is straight. The principal dimensions of 
each case are the following: - 

Length 	. 	. 	. . 	10 ft., 4 	in. 
Height 	. 	. 	. . 	4 ft., 11 in. 
Width across seat 	. . 	3 ft.'Il in. 
Width of foot rest 	. . 	11 in. 
Height 	. . 	2in. 
Height of seat 	. 	. . 	1 ft., 9 	in. 
Width 	. 	. . 	ift., 3-3 in. 
Distance from desk to desk 	4ft., 	in. 
Angle of slope of desk . 	450 

K 
- 

- 	 \\I 
: 	 • 	 : 	 .:: 	 :: :::. 
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FIG. 3. One bookcase, to shew the system of chaining, Cesena. 	 - 



6. 	 CHAINED LIBRARY AT CESENA. 

The books are still attached to the desks by chains. 	The 
system employed is slightly different from that at Florence. 
There the bar to which the chains are attached is hidden away 

beneath the desk. 	At Cesena it is in 
full view, just under the ledge of the 

1,r 	 \ desk, with one end sunk into a massive 
Iji 	\ iron stanchion screwed to the end of the 
if 	\ case (fig. 3) 	The bar is looked by means 

of a hasp attached to the upright which 
divides the case in half 	As at Florence 
the books when not in use are laid on 
their sides on a shelf below the desk 

. . 	The chains are of a form quite new to 
\ 

me. 	Each link, about 21  in. long, consists 
. 	

\ of a solid central portion, which looks as 
\ 	

\ though it were cast round a bent wire, 
the ends of which project beyond the 
solid part (fig. 4). 	The chain is attached 

H to the book by a piece of. metal fastened 
to the right-hand board near the centi 
of its lower edge. 	This is the obvious 
way of chaining books which were to be 

• 	 ' 	 ' laid on their sides when not in use. 
H. 	Th 	Chapter Library at Wells 

occupies the south end of a long narrow 
• room over the east pane of the cloister, 

approached by a spiral staircase from the 
south transept of the cathedral. 	This 
room is about 162 feet long, by 14 feet 
wide; the portion assigned to the library 
is about 106 feet long (fig. .5). 	The roof 
was originally divided into 13 spaces b y  
oak principals, very slightly arched, rest- 

FIG. 4. 	Piece of chain, ing on stone corbels. 	There were two 
• windows on each side to each space. 	In 

the part fitted up as a library.the principals have been plastered 
over to imitate stone, and the joists between them concealed 
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by a ceiling. There is a tradition that 
this room was fi1ted up as a library in 
1472. 

The preface to the MS List of Bene-
factors' preserved in the library •gives 
useful information of the way in whiôh 
itwas fitted up as we see it now. After. 
relating the works carried out for the 
beautification of the Cathedral by Dr.  
Robert Creighton, Dean of Wells 1660– 
1670, and Bishop of Bath and Wells 
25 May 1670-21 November 1672, it 
proceeds: 

Idem Reverendus Pater, demum ad Episco-
patum proe * evictus, supellectilein librariam 
Bibliothecee huic tune temporis renovatee im-
pendit prout sequitur. 

Next we are told that Dr Richard 
Busby, the celebrated head-master. of 
Westminster School, who was made Canon 
of Wells at the Restoration, 

Bibliothecam hanc incommodam ordinando, 
situque et squalore pene obrutain reficiendo, 
impendit 1001j,  et itisuper addidit, in pecuniis 
nurneratis, in usum Bibliotheca 2Oj  et viterius 
donavit 2. 11 .0 ; et preeterea, 1684, dono dedit 
200". 

• - Lastly, it is stated that Dr Ralph 
Bathurst, Master of Trinity College, Ox-
ford, who succeeded Creighton as Dean 

1 "Catalogus Benefactorum Quorum Ope ac 
Munificentia Ecciesia Cathed: Wellen: eiusque 
Bibliotheca Post felicem serenissimi Regis 
Car: IIj Reditum, auctiör et ornatior evasit. - 
Anno Dom. 1672." 

Fio. 5. Ground-plan of Library in the Cathedral, 
Wells. Scale YU inch = 1 foot. 
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in 1670, was "in Bibliotheca hac instaurand p7o&d/n,c," and 
that he presented certain books of which a catalogue is given. 

These extracts shew that the refitting of the library, was 
begun in 1670 during the. episcopate of Bishop Creighton, with 
the help of Dr Busby's donation, and actively promoted by 
Dr Bathurst, who remained dean, though he must have been 

Fie. 6. Bookcase, desk, and seat in the Library of Corpus Christi College 
Oxford. (Lent by the Syndics of the University Press.) 

practically non-resident, till his death in 1704. Probably we 
may date the refitting as having been completed before Bishop 
Creighton's death, i.e. between 1670 and 1672. The library 
has not been disturbd since. 
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The arrangement will be readily understood from the accom-
panying ground-plan (fig,' 5). There are 8 bookcases, of plain 
unpainted deal, projecting from the west wall between the 
windows. They are 8 ft. 6 in. long, 8 ft. 1 in. high,. and 3 ft. 
broad. Seven of these have desks on both sides, but the last 
—that placed against the partition at the south end, which 
screens off a small room for a study—has a desk on one side 
only. There is no shelf below the desk, but two above it. 
They are fitted with the usual apparatus for chaining, 
viz, iron bars in front of the shelves, sockets, and locks on the 
uprights. Between each pair of bookcases, in front of the 
window, is a seat for the reader. 

These cases are of the Oxford type, as may still be seen in the 
Bodleian, and in the libraries of S. John's, Jesus, and Corpus 
Christi. In fact they resemble so closely those in the last-
mentioned college, that a sketch of one of them (fig. 6) might 
have been taken from those at Wells. Their introduction into 
the library, we are 
now considering is  
doubtless due to Dr  

Bathurst, who may 	 4 
perhaps have copied 
them from the cases 
in the library of his  

own college, set up 	 S 	 l i t 

in 1618; for I have 	 '-,-- :-- 

shewn in the essay 	 ' 
on The Library that 
the ruins of older 	FIG. 7. Attachment of chain, Wells. 
work, similar in style, 
to that at Corpus Christi, may still be detected in Trinity 
College library under modern alterations'. 

Was this library ever chained? A Walton's Polyglot, 1657, 
had evidently been prepared for chaining, and in a novel 

1 Architect. Hist., The Library. Vol. iii. pp.  445, 446. The original 
portion was 8 feet high by 2 feet wide; the same dimensions. as 'at Corpus 
Christi College. . 
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fashion, the plate to carry the chain being attached to the left- 
hand board close to the back of the volume (fig. 7)-  so,that 
it was evidently set on the shelf in • the ordinary way, and 

. 	* not with the fore-edge turned to the 
spectator, 	as 	is 	usual 	in 	chained, 

. 	\A. libraries. 	But with this exception 
I could not discover the usual indica- 
tions of the attachment of a plate 

I \ on any of the volumes. 

% 	\ A number of chains are lying 
about. 	At first sight I thought that 

% they were not the sort of chains that 
would have been, 	made 	in 	1672. 

• They have long narrow links, 2A in. 
long, and the edges are left square, 
instead of being slightly rounded, as 
those at Hereford are (fig., 8), the 
only medieval chains with. which .1, 

/ was acquainted. 	The swivel is cen- 
tral. 	It occurred to me that I had 
before me chains made originally for 
the Library of 1472, and left behind. 
when the books were taken away at 
the Reformation or the Civil War. 
But, when I came to examine the 
School Library at Guildford, to be 
described presently, I. found similar 
chains 'there (fig. 	10), 	the date 	of 
which may be confidently assigned 
to 1586, or shortly afterwards. 	My 
conclusion is that chains such as these 

Fia. 8. 	Piece of chain, Here-' would probably have been in fashion 
rd,acaie.(ent1y 

the Syndics of the University  a century later; 	and that Bishop 
Press.) Creighton and Dean Bathurst provi7 
* 	• 	* ded them, as they provided the iron- 

work. on the' cases, for a system which was never carried 
out, 
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III. By the kindness of my friend Mr G. C. Williamson, 
of Giiildford, I have had an opportunity of examining some 
chained books removed from the Grammar School of King 
Edward the Sixth in the course of the repairs and alterations 
of 1888-89 1. It appears that they are the sole relics of a once 
considerable collection, and that a room to contain books for 
the use of the masters and scholars, and possibly of the general 
public also, was contemplated before the school-buildings were 
quite finished. As this is the first time that .I have met with 
a chained library in such a connexion, and as its history is 
inseparably connected with. that of the buildings, I will begin 
with the latter, which can be made out very satisfactorily, and 
need not detain us long. 
• It should be premised that - ,the original buildings of the 
School still exist, and that their ancient character has been 
respected in the many changes that they have of necessity 
undergone. 
• 	Our principal authority for the history of the School is a 

• manuscript belonging to the Mayor and Corporation of Guild-
ford 2  called: 

A Monument for the Schole of Guldeford, beinge An historicall dis-
course wherein the pryvileges, charters, donations, and rights, of the same 
Schole are conteyiied, the Fownder and Benefactors thereof recorded, the 
litigious titles clered, doubts resolved, and other matters importinge the 
state thereof collected by the study, travell, and charge, of Geoi'ge Austen. 

The dedication, "To the worshipfull his lovinge bretheren 
the Major and approved men of Guldeforde," is dated 20 Decem- - 
ber, 1607. The work, the nature of which is well described in 
the title, consists of transcripts of conveyances and other legal 
documents, interspersed with some personal details and recol-
lections, often of great value for my purpose. 

1 Mr Williamson has written an interesting letter on these books in the 
West Surrey Times, 27 December, 1890. 

2 I have to thank the Town Clerk of Guildford for his kindness in 
allowing me unrestricted access to this most interesting volume. Copious 
extracts from it, but generally much abridged, have been printed in The 
History of Guildford,  the County-Town of Surrey. 8vo. Guildford: Printed 
and sold by and for J. and S. Russell, 1801. 
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The Mayor and Corporation bought a piece of ground in the 
High Street, 28 July, 1555, "thereon to build the scholehouse, 
with convenyent lodginges and romes forthe scholemaster and 
vssher." Two years later the buildings were begun: 

The major and approved men of Guldeforde. ..didd in [1557] begynne 
at there owne costes and charges to builde and reare the large Rome nowe 
vsed for the Schole house, with the great Chamber and garrett ouer the 
same, and the same healed' with Horsham stone, and therein made many 
verie faier windowes of ifree stone, well glased, the walles of which Schole 
house are all of Brick and stone of a very strong, statelie, and faire build-
in ge, the charges whereof didcl amount to above ifower hundred markes' 

This was succeeded by the building of the west wing, begun 
in 1569: 

John Austen..., sometyme major of Guldeford, findinge a want of the 
Romes intended to be buylded for the Scholemaster and vssher, as is before 
mencioned, and seinge noe likelyhode ...that the Townesmen could perfornie 
the same, having contributed according to his habilitie to the buildinge of 
the saide large Rome, didd procure.. .by his travell and ernest indevour 
divers somes of money amounting in the whole to the some of cvjli. xiij s. 
iiij d., which he truly and faythfullie disbursed in bnyldinge of the houses, 
sellar, Romes, lodginges, and Chimneys, nowe called the Scholeniaster 
his lodginge, and nowe vsed and enioyed by the Scholemaster; which lie 
began to builde in the yere [1569], the same buildinges beinge all of Brick 
and Stone of a stronge and faier buildinge of three storyes highe covered 
with Horsham stone, and in all poyntes answerable to the former large 
Rome, and buylded at the west end of the saide large Rome or Scholehouse, 
and extendeth it self from the Scholehouse northwardes to the high strete 
of Guldeford. But yet not fynished by him in such sort as he purposed, 
and as nowe it is, because he was prevented by death 3. 

The east wing, and a building to connect the east and west 
wings, were next undertaken, by a fresh benefactor, in 1571: 

William Hamonde Esquire, sometyme Maior of Giildeforde, of the 
naturall love and affection which hee didd bere to the saide Towne and 
Schole, didd at his owne costes and charges builde the house, Romes, 
lodginges, Chymneyes, and Storyes, nowe called the vsshers lodginges, and 
nowe vsed and enioyed by the vssher of the same Schole, the same buyld-
inge beinge also of Brick and Stone, of a very stronge and faire buildinge 

1 The verb "to heal" is still used in Surrey in the sense of "to cover." 
2 Austen MS., Paragraph 25, p.  35. 

Ibid, Paragraph 29, p. 37, 
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of three storyes high, covered with Horsham stone, in all respectes answer-
able to the Lodginges of the Scholemaster, savinge that there is noe Sellar 
to this: which lodginges are buylded at the Est end of the saide Schole-
house, and extendeth it self in length from the saide Scholehouse north-
wardes to the said high streete, which he began to buylde in the yere 
[15711 He alsoe afterwardes at his owne costes and charges buylded a 
Gallery of Brick and stone with a very faire windowe of freestone adioyn-
inge to the high street, and ledinge between the saide Lodginges of the 
Scholemaster and vssher, with a faire dore Rome of stone sett in the 
middest for a passage from the Street to the Scholehouse. All which he 
left vnfynished at his death'. 

The relation of the above-mentioned buildings to each other 
will be understood at a glance from the block-plan (fig. 9). 
The quadrangle had been set out 
by the united efforts of John 
Austen and William Hamond, 

1557 but neither of them lived to 
finish their work. Subsequently,  
in 1581, Simon Tally, vintner, 	I 	I di 
"finding the Homes and Lodg- 	 ¶ 
inges buylded for the vssher by 	1571 E 	W 1 1569 
Mr Hamond to lye longe 	[ 	NJ 
vñfynished," supplied the wood- 	1571 - 86 
work required 2 ; and in 1582, 
Robert Brodbridge, clothier, FIG. 9. Block-plan of the Grammar 
"seinge those Romes and Lodn'- 	School, Guildford, from the Ord- 

nance Survey. 
inges soe repaired by the saide 
Symon Tally," glazed all the windows'. The west wing, how-
ever, begun, as we have seen, by John Austen in 1569, together 
with the gallery intended by Hamorid to connect the two wings, 
and so to complete the street-front, still remained unfinished. 
It was reserved for George Austen to complete his father's wing, 
and to adapt the gallery to the purpose of a library. He 
modestly records what he did as follows: 

And because there is mencion made before of the Romes and Lodginges 

Austen Ms., Paragraph 36, p.  38. Mr Hamond died in 1574. 
2 Ibid. Paragraph 39, p. 45. 
3  Ibid. Paragraph 40,,p. 46. 
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buylded by ... John Austen for the Scholemaster his house, which was not 
fynyshed in his life tyrne, It nowe falleth out . . . to make mencion in this 
place howe and by whose meanes those Romes and Lodginges were 
fynyshed. For after the death of the saide John Austen the same lay 
many yeres vnfynished—(the vsshers lodginges beinge afterwardes buylded 
as before is specified were fynished long before this and many yeres vsed 
for the Lodginges and Romes for the Scboleinaster)—wherevppon knowinge 
what travell and paynes the saide John Austen my father hadd taken to 
buyld the same, and seinge howe likely it was to fall to vtter decay, I didd 
consider what course might be taken to bring the same to like perfection, 
And in thend resolved to trye what might be gotten amongest the gentlemen 
of this country for that purpose, And findinge Sir William More before 
named alwayes very forwarde to yelde lielpe for the same, I didd acquaint 
him with my purpose and desired his good furtherance therein; who didd 
not onely contribute towardes the same himself but also by his meanes 
there was procured from diuers gentlemen.. their large benevolence to 
wardes this work.... 

All which I truly and faythfully bestowed in the yere [1586] in fynishing 
of the saide Romes and Lodginges buylded by the saideJohn Austen, and 
alsoe in fynishinge the saide Gallery buylded by the saide William Hamonde, 
the south side of which Gallery was taken dOwne, because the tymber worke 
therof being slender, by long contynuinge vnfynished, was like to fall, and 
soe a newe frame [was] made for that South side, which beinge fynished, I 
converted to a Library, wherein all the bookes ... geven by .. John Park-
hurst late Bishopp of Norwich, and diuers other bookes geven sithens by 
others Sereafter mencioned, are nowe remayninge, which lodginges, Romes, 
and Gallery, howe and in what manner they are nowe fynished, I rather 
leve to the vewe and judgment of the world then to make any larg discription 
thereof here 1  / 

A Library was specially required at this time,. as John 
Parkhurst, Bishop of Norwich 1560-1575, in which year he 
died, had made an important gift of books to his native town, 
by will, dated 1 February, 1573: 

....Item,  I gyve to the Towne of Guilforde where I was borne a greate 
Bowle of Siluer and gilte... 

• Item I gyve to the Lybrarie of the same Towne ioyning to the Schole 
the most parte of all my Latten bookes whereof shalbe made a Catalogue as 
shortelie as I maye God sendinge me lief. All my Englisshe bookes I be-
queath to my two Bretherne Christofer Parkhurst and Nicholas Parkhurst... 

Austen records this bequest, and the difficulties which beset 
the acquisition of it, as follows: 

1 Austen MS., Paragraph 43, p. 49. 
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John Parkhurst late Bishopp of Norwich. '..beringe a most naturall love 
and affection to this towne, where he was borne, arid verie carefull for the 
saide Schole in his life tyme, geving Twenty poundes towardes the buyld-
inge of the saide Schole,...didd also by his last will and Testament left in 
wryting geve to the Major and approved men of Guldeford his best bason 
and Ewer of silver [etc etc]. . .and besides gave all his bookes of divinitie 
other then his English bookes to the saide Schole to reinayne in the Library, 

' 	to be made for the saffe keepitige of them in that Schole. 
But his will toke not that effect which he ment, by reason that those 

which he appoynted to be executors of his saide last will didd after his death 
use all the Cullorable shiftes and practises7 they could to defraud his good 
meanynge, whereby the saide Maior and his bretheren were dryven to send 
sondry tymes to there great charges to Norwich to the executors of the 
saide Bishopp, to require the performance of the saide will towardes this 
towne and Schole ; but all wolde not prevayle, and therefore were inforced 
to complayne to the Lord Treasorer, by English bill in the Exchequor,  
wherevppon the executors were sent for by proces and made there appa-
rance and answer, and vppon the hearing of the matter the same was referred 
to the orderinge of Sir Walter Mildmaye knight then Chauncelor of the 
saide Exchequor, whoe ordered that the saide executors shold deliuer the 
saide Bason and Ewer of Silver and all the bookes geven by the saide 
Bishopp and a some of money. The certenty I remember not, But I am 
assured the money was not soe much by Thirtie poundes as the Costes and 
Charges in lawe and in 'travaile there aboutes hadd cost them. And yett 
when all sholde be delinered according to the saide order, then didd Doctor 
Freek then Bishopp of Norwich deteyne the saide bookes (finding them in 
his house) for delapidacions, vntill letters were procured from some of her 
Maiestyes privie Counsell, requiring him to deliuer them. And yett didd 
he make Choice of very many of the best bookes, and kept them still to his 
owñe vse, and deliuered the rest, which were brought to this Schole and 
placed in the Library purposely fynished for the same where they still re-
mayne. A true catalogue of all which bookes is here vnder written'. 

The room or gallery, "purposely finished" for these books 
is 31 feet 6 inches long, 12 feet 6 inches broad, and 11 feet high. 
On the north side it is still lighted by the "faire window of 
freestone" —a lofty window of six lights divided by a transom—
built by Hamond in 1571. On the south side, which-is of wood, 
there were originally two long, low windows, each of four lights. 
These still exist, but have been partially blocked. It is at 
present entered from the west wing only, but the words "leding 
betwene the Lodginges of the Scholemaster and Vssher," used 

1 Austen MS., Paragraph 41, p. 46. 



FIG. 10. Piece of chain, shew -
ing the ring attached to the 
bar, the swivel, and one of the 
links, actual size. Guildford. 
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above in the account of the ori-
ginal construction, imply that it 
could be entered at either end, 
and in fact, until the recent re-
pairs took place, a door led into 
it from the east, wing. Further, 
that it was used by the boys as 
well as by the masters, is indi-
cated by the following paragraph, 
to which Mr Austen has un-
fortunately forgotten to append a 
date: 

John Birchall of Guldeford ...Cloth-
ier, late alsoe, Major of the same, gave 
Scapula his Lexicon for the vse of such 
Schollers in the Schole as learne the 
Greek tongue'.  

Mr Williamson informs me 
that' down to quite recent times 
the senior boys in the school were 
allowed to consult the books if 
they cared to do so—or at any rate 
to inspect them as curiosities. 

Another interesting point re-
mains to be noted. Bishop Park-
burst's will says distinctly that the 
books are given to "the Lybrarie 
of the Towne ioyning to the 
Schole," as though the Library 
was a public one, and not merely 
for the benefit of the school in 
which he had himself been edu-
cated. This view derives confir-
mation from the fact that a stair-
case used to lead directly down 
from the east end of the gallery 

1 Austen ms., Paragraph 45, p. 51. 
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to the court, so that a person wishing to enter the gallery was 
not obliged to pass through the lodgings of either Schoolemaster,  
or Usher. This staircase was removed about thirty years ago. 

It is much to be regretted that we know nothing about the 
fittings which George Austen, put up in 1586, or of those which 
succeeded them. In 1648," we are told, "Arthur OnsIow, 
Esquire, gave eight oaks to make new Classes for the books and 
other repairs, towards which also, and the purchasing of books, 
a year or two after diverse other contributions were sent in'.) )  
This work. was commemorated by the following inscription: 

ARTHVRVS ONSLOVS ARMIGER MATERIAM 
PRIEBVIT AVGENDI ET MYTANDI FORMAM 

HVIVS BIBLIOTHEO2E.. 
MATERIAM SVPERABAT OPYS. 

BIBLIOTHECA V000R : CELLIS ANGVSTIOR OLIM 
VIX CONSERVABAM MVNERA PAVCA METS. 

AVCTIOR EN REDEO : 515 MVNJFICENTIOR HOSPES, 
MVNERIBVS SPATIVM RESTAT INANE TVIS. 

April 6, 1650. 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the library 
was evidently well cared for, and was largely increased by the 
munificence of a long series of benefactors, whose names are 
duly recorded in the History of Surrey. The last of those 
gifts, took place in 1745. It is of course impossible to say how 
late the practice of chaining new acquisitions was maintained. 
The most modern books I was able to find with a chain attached 
to them were a New Testament, printed at Paris in 1632, 
given by George Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury 1611-33; 
and the works of Cyril, printed at Basle in 1546, given by 
Arthur Onslow in 1649. 

I figure a small piece of one of the chains (fig. 10), shewing 
the ring that passed round the bar, the swivel, and one link. 
All the remaining chains, and the links still attached to the two 
books mentioned above, are of the same pattern; and it may, 
I think, be safely, assumed that they were bought in 1586, 

1 Manning and Bray, History of Surrey, i. 76. 
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when the library was first fitted up, and kept in stock, as 
usual, to be used as new books came in. The chains vary a 
good deal in length, and in the number and stoutness of the 
links. One chain is 42 in. long, and the links composing it vary 
in length from 2 inches to 2 inches and a half. Another 
chain is only 32 in. long, and none of the links are longer than 
2 inches. These differences may probably be explained by 
the position on the shelves that the books to which they were 
attached were to occupy. Those on the shelves farthest from 
the bar would require the longest and stoutest chains. The 
links are longer and straighter than those of the chains at 
Hereford (fig. 8), and the swivel is not central, as it is there, 
but immediately succeeds the ring that was to pass round the 
bar. This is proved by examination of the books that still 
retain fragments of their chains. It should be further noted 
that the chain is attached to the top of the right-hand board 
of the volume, instead of to the left-hand board,—an arrange-
ment which I have observed in the library in Wimborne. 
Minster. The importance of these chains as dated examples 
has been already alluded to in the notes on the library at Wells. 

WEDNESDAY, November 11th, 1891. 

Professor E. C. CLARK, LL.D., President, in the chair. 

Mr J. W. CLARK made the following communication: 

ON SOME FRAGMENTS OF SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BOOK- 
CASES AT CLARE COLLEGE. 

In the course of the repairs undertaken. at Clare College 
after the fire of 28 October, 1890, a quantity of carved wood-
work was found in a forgotten lumber-closet. It was at once 
evident, from the style of the ornaments with which the several 
pieces were decorated, that this woodwork had some connexion 
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