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College and at Girton. Many of these had been broken into 
fragments when they were first discovered, but had been put 
together again with extraordinary skill by the Curator and his 
assistant. Baron A. von HUgel pointed out the characteristic 
patterns stamped on the pottery, and drew attention to some 
particulars in which those from Girton differed from those found 
at S. John's College. 

Mrs LEwIs exhibited it small dish of Samian ware. 

WEDNESDAY, November 8th, 1893. 

W. M. FAWOETT, M.A., Treasurer, in the Chair. 
The Reverend J. B. PEARSON, D.D., Emmanuel College, 

made the following communication: 	 - 

THE ASSESSMENTS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE: 1291-1889. 

I desire to submit to the Cambridge Antiquarian. Society 
some statistics which I consider may be of assistance to those 
-who have interested themselves in the more scientific disserta-
tions read before the Society by the late Mr Pell, and the late 
Dr Bryan Walker, on the Domesday Survey, and the Inquisi-
tions of Cambridgeshire; while they will be valuable for reference 
to those who are studying the history of the county at large, or 
any particular place. I call them 'Assessments of Cambridge-
shire," though they are not exactly that. They give the value 
of each parish for church purposes at three separate epochs; and 
the value for secular• taxation at three other epochs; and, 
knowing with some precision the system on which each valua-
tion was made, we can readily infer the means and substance of 
any individual place at any of these six several periods. I do 
not mean that such a result will always be perfectly accurate; 
a popular church in the middle ages was enriched by offerings 
which raised its 'valuation above what the character of the land 
of its parish would justify; and a 'great house' seems to have 
augmented the valuation for Land Tax in the, days of good 
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King William; but we can also see that Soltam was never poor 
during the six centuries covered by my figures; and that when 
Hungry Hatley, such is always the ancient name, became 
Hatley St George, it acquired no additional importance. 

The first column of my tables gives the name of each 
separate parish, with its designation as a rectory, vicarage, or 
perpetual curacy, as it' is given in the older clergy lists, before 
perpetual curacies became vicarages: Kneesworth is the only 
hamlet that appears in my list, though others, Westwick in 
Oakington, and Badlingham in Chippenham, have or have had 
a separate status for certain secular purposes. As a rule it will 
be remembered that in a rectory the incumbent has always 
taken all the ecclesiastical emoluments: in a vicarage, since the 
statutes of Richard II. and Henry IV., he has shared them with 
the impropriator of the rectory, on an average proportion of 
about-one third for himself and two for the impropriator. 
In perpetual curacies the impropriator has taken everything 
but surplice fees; allowing, I think since the reign of James I., 
a congrua j3ortio, legally it seems £45 p. ann., to the curate. 

The second column gives the value of all benefices in the 
year 1291. Shortly previous to that year Pope Nicholas IV. 
gave Edward I. license to take the first-fruits of all ecclesiastical 
.benefices in the three kingdoms; and the assessment made at 
that time was printed by the old Record Commission in 1802. 
At that time many parishes had both a' rector and a vicar. I 
have reckoned their separate incomes as one. 

In the third column I give the value usually known as the 
King's Books. I have extracted it from the third volume of 
the, Valor Ecciesiasticus, printed by the Record Commission in 
.1817. In these two columns all the incumbent's emoluments, 
offerings as well as tithes, are included: for 1535 it has to be 
considred whether the 'benefice was a rectory or a vidarage, but 
the whole gives a fair representation of the pecuniary substance 
of the parishioners at the time. 

The fourth column gives the assessment for Fifteenths, first 
granted by Parliament to Edward : 111. A.D. 1334. It is taken 
from a subsidy roll of the ninth year of Elizabeth.. The. figures 
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I give are the athounts originally payable; besides these, the 
roll gives the deductions to be allowed, and the money actually 
returned to the exchequer. The roll itself is, so interesting 
that I hope hereafter to print it in extenso. No fresh assessment 
for fifteenths seems to have been made from 1334 until the 
reign of Charles I., when they ceased to be voted by the 
Commons. From that time till 1692, the necessary monies for 
state purposes were levied by fixed quotas on the counties, as 
will be seen by reference to the folio edition of the statutes at 
large. In that year, 1692, the exigencies of the War. of 
Succession were met by an assessment of 4s. in the pound on 
all property real and personal alike; and in 1696 the amounts 
returned in 1692 by the counties and a number of the principal 
cities and boroughs were inserted in the annual taxation act, as 
payable by them separately. These constitute the land tax 
levied at the present time, allowing for the amounts redeemed, 
and they can be seen in any edition of the statutes, in the Act 
for 1797, (38 Geo.-III. c. 5), which made them a permanent 
charge. Practically, the assessments on the various parishes 
have remained unaltered since 1692: and so the values I give 
in the column for land-tax', if multiplied by five, tell us their 
annual value just two hundred years ago. I do not include the 
town of Cambridge in my figures, but I may mention here that 
the assessment of the University. for Land Tax, apart from the 
town, at one hundred pounds per annum, does not appear in the 
annual revenue act till about th€ beginning of the reign of 
George I. * 

The sixth and seventh columns need a little more explana-
tion. The sixth column states the annual value in 1887 of the 
glebe lands owned by the incumbents of the several parishes in 
the county; the seventh gives the commuted tithe rentcharge in 
thoseparishes where such a rentcharge exists, taken from the 
Parliamentary returns. It will be known to many. of my 
readers that under the encibsure acts of the last and the early 
part of the present century it was very usual to award land to 
the owners of tithes, whoever they might be, in proportion to 
the value of their interest; so that in-comparing the total values 

C. A. S. Comm. VOL. VIII. 	 20 
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represented by the sixth and seventh columns with those given 
in the second or third, it must be remembered that tithes 
entered in the, seventh column may belong partly to an in-
cumbent, partly to an impropritor anyhow they correspond 
to the main part of the ecclesiastical revenue of the place as 
it stood in 1535; while,'if there is no tithe, and the glebe is 
large, the parish 'is generally a rectory, if it is small a vicarage; 
but no part of the value -given in the sixth column represents 
an impropriation, because I have no means of knowing the 
value of the lands awarded in lieu of impropriated tithes., On 
the other hand, the values of benefices given in the column for 
1535 do not include the value of the impropriate rectories then 
belonging to ecclesiastical dignities or abbeys, though the 
tithes entered in the seventh column do include them. In'the 
case of the parish of Horningsea, I learn from Mr Clay's History 
of that parish that the land awarded in 1802 to S. John's 
College in connection with that benefice, which they own or 
hold on somewhat peculiar terms, amounts to about 345 acres, 
but I have ho means of knowing what. the value of their 
interest may have been in 1291 or in 1535, or what it may be 
at the present.time. West Wickham is held by the impropriator 
on a very peculiar tenure, an account of which will be found in 
Cole's MSS. Collections in the British Museum. I have been 
unable to ascertain what is the endowment of the rectory of 
Knapwell. 

The next column gives the annual valuation of each parish 
in 1889, for the purposes of the County Rate; a copy 'of it was 
kindly given me in the office of the 'Clerk of the Peace for 
Cambridgeshire; and the last column shews the approximate 
acreage of each parish. - 

I have to thank the authorities 'at the Record Office in 
London for enabling' me to have a copy made'of the subsidy roll 
of 1567, and Mr Wortham, the Clerk of the Peace, for allowing 
me to take a copy of the Land Tax Assessment., In a future 
communication I hope to submit to the Society the correspond-
ing valuations for the Lle of Ely, and also a complete copy of 
the valuation for fifteenths,. as given in the subsidy roll of 1567. 
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