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The Secretary, MR T. D. ATKINSON, made the following 
communication: 
ON A CHALICE AND PATEN FROM WESTLEY WATERLESS. 

Before going into details I will briefly state my reason for 
bringing these vessels to the notice of the Society. It is this, 
that the paten is inscribed with the date 1569 and bears the 
mark of a maker. of 'the period, while the device inside the 
vessel is one unknown in work of that time and is purely pre-
reformation in character. Fig. A. p.  22. 

In 1559 Archbishop Parker enquired in his visitation 
articles "whether the curate or minister do minister in any 
profane cups, bowls, dishes, or chalices, heretofore used at mass,' 
or else in a decent communion cup kept for that purpose." 
The chalices which were thought to have been profaned by 
their use at mass were no doubt. also found too small when 
Communion in both kinds was received by the laity. The 
result is that the number of medieval vessels existing in 
England at the present day is about a hundred. None of 
them were, till now, known to exist in this county. 

The paten, which I exhibit this evening, belongs to Type D 
in the classification of Messrs Hope and Fallow. This type 
includes more than half of all known medieval patens, and of 
these more than half have the Vernicle as the central device. 
I will quote the description of the first of the two sub-divisions 
of type D, and it will be seen how closely our example cor-
responds to it. "(Form 1.) [That with a double depression, 
the first being circular and the lower one multifoil.] Lower 
depression sexfoil, but spandrels filled with a rayed leaf orna-
ment. Central device most frequently. the Vernicle, with in 
many cases an encircling glory of short rays. Examples occur 
from circa 1450 to circa 1530. Some of the later examples of 
this type have an engraved legend round the rim." 

Our paten has a single depression but a sexfoil has been 
traced on the sunk part and this sexfoil was no doubt further 
depressed originally; the spandrels have the rayed leaf orna-
ment; the central device is the Vernicle, without the short' 
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A, upper surface of paten. B, section. 	0, foot. D, maker's mark. 

PATEN, WESTLEY WATERLESS. 
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rays round the circle containing it. It cannot be said that 
there is any great merit in the execution—indeed it is about 
as bad as it. could be. The Paten is 41 inches in diameter, 
and 1 inches high: it weighs 325 oz. Neither chalice or paten 
are hall-marked. 

We may therefore conclude that this Westley paten was 
originally made between 1450 and 1530, that it was sent with 
the chalice to a silversmith to be altered to. the required form, 
and that while it was necessary to entirely remake the chalice, 
the sthith had 'only to beat out the device engraved upon the 
paten. In doing so he did not succeed in entirely obliterating 
the design. Nevertheless he engraved on the paten the date 
of the alteration (Fig. C) and punched it with his own mark 
(Fig. D). S S  

It' will be seen that the outer part has beer sufficiently 
hammered to merge the sexfoil sinking (for I think we may 
conclude that there was a second 'sinking) in the upper circular 
depression and the engraved lines .  are accordingly faint in' this 
part. At the same time the central device is comparatively 
distinct. This is just over the stern where hammering would 
be impossible, unless the stem were first removed. ' We may 
perhaps conclude from this that the stern was:not r emoved and 
that the present s tem is medieval. The standing rim is put 
on clumsily and appears to date from 1569. Its object is to 
keep theat:en in its place, when inverted and used as a cover 
to the chalice. There wait probably no rim of this kind 
originally, for though medieval patens were used as covers to 
the chalices, it appears that it was not till the Reformation that 
they were turned upside down.. Clearly from the  size of the 
paten the ,ntedieval chalice was nearly or exactly the ,same size 
as the present, cup. . , . .... . . 

The maker's mark consists of a fiat-fish in an oval sinking. 
This device is found on a large number, of pieces in the county, 
many, of which are ihscribed with the name of the, village to 
which they belong and a date. This date  is in every case 1569 
except in the two - instances which occur in the- of Ely 
'where it is 1570. It is,, no doubt, the mark of a Norwich 
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maker. It is found in Norfolk associated with the Norwich 
assay murk and with the year letter fOr 1567-8, and also in 
the county of Huntingdon where the examples are dated 1571. 
The maker probably thought it important to send the pieces 
intended for use in his own neighbourhood to be assayed 
though he was negligent to submit work which was to be sent 
to a distance. The fact that all the examples in each district 
are of the same date is probably due either to fashion or to 
pressure having been put on the clergy to conform to the 
Archbishop's orders in- different dioceses or archdeaconries at 
various times. . 

MONDAY; November 26th, 1894. 
W. M. FAWcETT, M.A., F.S.A., President, in the Chair. 
The Election was announced of H. H. Prince Frederick 

Duleep Singh, Hockwold Hall, Brandon. 
Professor HUGHES exhibited and described a collection of 

pottery from a new locality near Great Chesterford, which 
proved the extension of the Roman rubbih pits for a quarter 
of a mile further to the north than the large gravel pit near the 

• Camp, from which most of the remains hitherto recorded had 
been procured. He had once seen three large amphoras, which 
were said to have been found on the hill to the north-east of 
Chesterford, but he had no information as to the circumstances 
of that find, nor as to any. other objects found associated 
with them. The discovery to which he now drew attention was 
made somewhat by accident. He had drawn attention to the 
hole from which the objects were procured as an example of an 
artificial excavation filled with made earth, as distinguished 
from some natural pipes in the same gravel pit, and challenged 
his companions to put . his assertion to the test. A short 
search disclosed the remains of domestic animals and pottery. 
The specimens were of such interest, both intrinsically and on 
account of their locality, that he had asked the owners, Messrs 
Wale, Joyce, Tod, and Berry, to aIlov him to exhibit them to 
the Society, and record the discovery. - 
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