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other remains found there were contemporary. The coins were 
in the soil perhaps, as were fossils . and stone implements. Or 
they. may have been brought in by the inhabitants as any coin 
would be nowadays. He had not as yet found evidence of the 
occupation of the area by any pre-Roman people. He believed 
that Roman camps, properly so-called, were rare, but that 
Roman towns, villages, and villas were common, and that these 
were sometimes surrounded by a . bank and moat, as were the 
granges of later times. The Romans adopted the rectangular 
form for their towns 1  as they. did. by rule for their camps, where 
the natural features. or . pre-existing works did not make some 
other arrangement more convenient. So also in the case of the 
moated granges of later times, the square form was most 
common, but.was modified wherever the bend of a watercourse 
or facility, of digging suggested another outline. 

In reply to .a question by the President, he said that he did 
not. attach much importance to the name Chester, especially 
when combined with a word derived from another language as 
in Chesterforci. He thought the Gastra of the. Romans may 
have given rise to the Ceaster ofthe Saxons, but that the name 
was not confined to places where there had been a Roman camp. 
On a matter of this kind, however, he. would refer to Professor 
Skeat, whom he was glad to see present. 

Professor Skeat said: The Anglo Saxon ceaser is merely an adaptation 
of the Latin Uastrun. But it is misleading to suppose that it always 
meant camp. Bosworth's Dictionary 'correctly gives " Geaster, a city, fort, 
castle, town." An easy example is in Matt. v. 14, where the A.S. version 
has Ceaster, and the modern English has 'a city.' The diminutive castel-
turn even means 'village' in the Latin version in the Durham isis; the 
A.S. version has Castel in thd,sanie passage, viz. Matt. xxi. 2. 

Mr R. A. S. 'MACALISTER, B.A., made the following com-
munication. 

ON SOME ANTIQUITIES DISCOVERED NEAR BANDY- 
LEG WALK. 

The T-shaped road now known as Lady Margaret Road 
cuts through  what was formerly an unbroken meadow, but is 
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now divided up intcc building sites of about an acre each. 
There: are about seven acres in the, field; six and a half of 
these are now occupied by houses and gardens, and the remain-
ing half acre is still lying untouched. 

In the course .of digging within the precincts of this meadow 
for garden purposes or for foundations of houses, numerous 
antiquities have come to, light from time to time; these I 
propose to bring before you this evening. 

The documentary history of the field • is, very scanty. It 
forined part of the property of.Henry Frost's original foundation 
of St John's Hospital, and has ever since remained in the pos-
session of that body and its successor, St John's College. 
Hammond's map, stops short just to the west of "Bandy-Leg 
Walk," as the road fromMadingley Road to Haymarket used to 
be called', so' that only a strip of the eastern edge of the field is 
shewn. From this, it seems in the' 16th centuiy to have been 
a meadow surrounded by trees: indeed two fine trees (possibly 
not so old as Hammond's time, but not much younger) remain 
in the middle of the successor of Bandy-Leg Walk, which was 
widened by takiig in part of the edge of the field, when the 
thoroughfare received a more euphonious • designation: and till 
houses were, built on the northern side of the field there was a 
thick copse of comparatively young trees in that portion. 

Had the field been inhabited in Hammond's time, he might 
possibly have extended his map to include houses built upon 
it; as he has not done so, we may perhaps infer that it 
contained no dwelling places in 1592. But I am informed by 
Prof. Marshall, that' on the site of his house, which occupies 
the S.W. corner of the field, the - foundations of two buildings, 
one over the other, were unearthed. It does not appear that 
any record has' been preserved of their plan or approximate 
size. If our inference from Hammond's silence be justifiable, 
the fact that one of these houses superseded the other indicates 
that the latter must have been, of considerable antiquity. 

1 Now the cross bar of the T of Lady Margaret Road. I have been unable 
to discover any.. derivation or meaning for this singular name. It does not 
appear in any old map or field-record, so far as I have been able to* learn, and I 
am informed by Mr Deck that it is of comparatively recent invention. 
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• A large number of fragments of roofing tiles were found 
scattered through the surface-soil in building Dr D. MacAlister's 
house, Barrrnore, the ground of which adjoins Prof. Marshall's. 
Some small fragments of iron, resembling door-fastenings and 
other domestic fixtures, were also found. It is possible that 
these remains may have been relics of the houses on Prof. 
Marshall's ground: the tiles are certainly unlike those used in 
any of the adjoining modern houses. 

The smaller objects of mediaeval or modern date which 
have been discovered, are for the most part such objects as a 
casual foot-passenger might drop in walking across the field. 
The ubiquitous tobacco-pipe is represented by a few fragments 
of stem and fewer bowls: these are all of large size, and none 
that I have observed bear any maker's stamp. The bowl of 
a -silver spoon, without any features which might indicate 
date, was found:-  and besides these were a few fragments of 
glazed Cullen-ware, ordinary china, and glass: some iron nails 
and bolts: a knife: some miscellaneous fragments of hoop iron: 
and a small brass weight. This weight was found at a depth of 
quite 2 feet below the surface, and the nails, of which there 
were many,,-at even greater depths. The burial of these objects 
—whidh cannot be very old '.is probably to be attributed to 
the action of earth-worms. All the iron was, of course, much 
corroded. 

The coins and tokens of mediaeval or modern date found 
were as follows: — 

A (London) halfpenny of Edward III. 
A farthing of Charles II. 	 - 
A halfpenny of George I. 
A farthing of George III. 
A farthing of George IV. 

• Token of William Wagstaff, mercer, of Ely. 
Token of Ha.nns Krauwinckel of Nuremberg (type with the 

motto "Gottes Segen macht reich"). 
On the site of Ayerst's hostel, which, though not actually in 

the field itself is sufficiently near to be included in a notice of 
its antiquities, was found a skeleton, apparently of no great 
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antiquity. This may possibly be the remains of a victim of foul 
play, or -  of a drowning accident in the great pond known as 
Drake's hole, now filled up, but which till recently supplied the 
Castle-End district with water. 

This meagre catalogue completes the list of mediaeva1 
objects discovered. On the other hand the number of Roman 
antiquities found has been simply enormous. 

Of pottery innumerable fragments have been found through-
out the field. Fully 1000 sherds were taken from the ground 
at the Barrmore excavations: and it is believed that had the 
digging operations been watched at the other places with the 
care with which the latest excavations have been superintended, 
each would have yielded a similar number. When it is re-
membered that the excavation simply consisted in digging 
narrow trenches along the lines of the walls of the house, 
and that a considerable quantity of earth was left untouèhed 
around and within these trenches, some idea will be formed of 
the richness of the soil in this particular. class of antiquities. 

The conditiOn and character of the pottery unquestionably 
shews that the field was used as a rubbish heap by the in-
habitants of Camboritum. All the pottery . is broken, and 
almost every fragment represents a separate vessel. 

The vessels of black or red earthenware are either quite plain 
or ornamented with incised lines and dots forming various 
patterns—one or two are decorated in this manner very,  
artistically, but in the greatmajority the ornamentation is of a 
very rude description. It is worthy of special notice, I think, 
that out of over 1000 fragments of pottery carefully examined 
only a single specimen was found to be impressed with an 
ornamental punch. The punch is of a very common pattern—
two concentric circles. 

Great variety is shewn in size, shape, and quality. Very 
large amphorae and small cups, and vessels of intermediate 
sizes are represented; and some samples of the not very 
common flat saucers have also been found. Specially note -
worthy is a very beautiful little jug, which though apparently 
of Roman ware, bears an ornament that has 'a very much later 
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appearanàe. The spouted rim of a large vesse1 obviously 
intended to store some fluid or other, is also deserving of 
notide.. One specimen of pottery ornamented with embosed 
guttae—a common form of ornamentation—iwas discovered at• 
Barrniore.: but a fragment found on the site of Mr Greáves' 
house, in the northern side of the field, is the most remarkably,  
ornamented of all:, it bears a' very bold representation df a 
dolphin, embowed, in the act of swallo*ing some object. 

Samian ware was discovered in no inconidérab1C quantities. 
A beautiful fragment was fOund at Torrisciale (Prof. Macalister's 
house). Two of the Barrmore fragments bear thaker's stamps: 
one is CALVYS, the other is indecipherable. Remain of an 
ancient rivet were found in one of the Barrmore pieces. 

A silver denarius of Trajàn (?) was found at Mr Greaves': a 
third brass of Constantine and another of Claudius Gothicus at 
Castle Knott (Mr Ainslie's house).' A few defaced second and 
third brass were found at Barrmore and at Torrisciale: these 
were all much Corroded, and no features 'wOre decipherable. 

Tthces of charcoal were found scattered through the soil; 
but only one pieOe of ahy size was obtained. 	 - 

A. large number of bores were found mingled with thO 
pottery. Hufrian bones were discovered at Castle Knott: they,  
consisted of the remains of two men, a woman and a child, 
but, possibly owing to oversight, complete skeletons were not 
obtained. Unfortunately no notes as to their orientation were 
preserved. With these exceptions, all the bones were those of 
animals, and from their nature were obviously almost without 
exception kitchen refuse. Some bear traces of fire, and others 
had evidently been split for marrow. One cow's rib bears 
three knife or cleaver-marks at one end. I The animals repre-
sented are, the cow and sheep (considerable quantities); the 
boar (one tusk); the horse and the dog (one or two bones of 
each). Oyster shells also were; found in profusion, and, it 
should be remarked, in patches, not scattered throughout the 
soil like the pottery and the bones. - A few shells of peri 
winkles, and a snailshell or two, were found in the oyster heaps 

Considerable insight—was,  obtained into the appearance of 
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the original surface of the ground by an inspection of the'  
walls of the trenches. Throughout, three strata were well 
marked—the gault below, a stratum of gravelly soil about a 
foot or so thick above, and above that again the vegetable 
soil, about the same depth: but in several places depressions 
were to be noticed extending through the two upper s trata, 
and encroaching on the gault. These depression's were flIed 
in with gravelly soil, and their outlines were generally 
traceable by the darker colour of the material. A contrast 
was very noticeable between these pits and the ditches at 
Cherry Hinton described by Prof. Hughes. In the latter the 
various strata were all present, and followed the curve of the. 
bottom of the ditch: in the 'former the gault 'stratum was 
entirely 'absent, the gravelly soil filled up the hollow, and the 
vegetable soil went straight across, there being no 'difference in 
its thickness or curve whether it' passed, over a hollow or 'over  
solid ground. From this I would infer that the field was at 
one time pitted over its surface with small hollows, varying 
from two to three feet in depth. 

At the bottom of one of these depressions a singular and 
partly inexplicable discovery was made. The workmen struck a 
small hollow, which they unfortunately enlarged by hunting for 
"treasure." When I saw it it was a pocket about a foot or 
eighteen inches every way, with a dome-shaped roof.' No 
"treasure" was found in it, but a stone, which shewed evident 
marks of firing, and a small cup, in fragments, but complete: 
the Walls of the opening were blackened with wood ash. 0That 
some cooking operation on a small scale had taken place at 
this spot was plain: but why any one should cook. on this site, 
which in Roman times must have been very unsavoury; and 
how and why the. pit was filled in without filling in -the hollow 
at the bottom, are qustions which I cannot solve. ' 

At three points in the Barrmore excavation an ancient 
ditch or watercourse was struck. , This had also been: dis-
covered at Torrisciale, and in 'both places 'the uncertain. 'hature 
of the, earth. at its bottom gave considerable trouble. ' I believe' 
a section of a ditch,. whether another or the. same I. do 'not 
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know, was also found under Mr Greaves' house. Beyond these 
particulars I cannot go with any certainty at present: it is 
proposed -at some future date to excavate ' part' of the ditch 
between Torrisdale and Barrmore, which may throw some light 
on its nature. At present I can only say that after a careful 
examination of the section -1 thought that it had been silted, 
not filled up: but the fall at this point is away from the Cam, 
so that the source and destination of the ditch are not obvious. 
The pottery found within it in no wise differed from that found 
elsewhere: and there was not much distinction between the 
pottery found at different strata. - 

The ground seems to have been very marshy on the surface: 
this I infer from the fact that at one spot a kind of terrace was 
formed of rather large stones. This crossed one of the foundation 
trenches, at the southern side of Barrmore, about l j- ft. below 
the present surface of the ground, so that I am unable to say 
how far it extended. One of these stones I preserved, as it 
appeared at some time to have been used as a whetstone 

In the solid gault, about 5 ft. below the surface, a half 
quern-stone (upper stone) was discovered. The material was 
the usual conglomerate. No portion of the other half was 
unearthed, in the excavations. 

How long the ditch remained open I cannot say. No trace 
appears in Hammond's map: but the Edward III. halfpenny 
was found -within it. There is no sign of it in the unbroken 
surface of the ground: this however goes for nothing, as at 
least, part of the field was levelled for a tennis-court about 
10 or more years ago, and any surface indications which might 
have been extant must then have been destroyed. 

As an Appendix to this paper I add a record of the some-
what heterogeneous collection of antiquities discovered in 
Mr Thornely's garden, at Elterhoim, a little farther down the 
Madingley Road. The only Roman object was a small coin of 
Constantine. The mediaeval and modern object's consist of: 
an Irish farthing, James I.; a halfpenny, William III.; another 
of George III.; a token of Hanns Krauwiuckel; a similar 
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piece, bearing a coat of arms (quarterly, first and fourth a 
fleur-de-lys, second and third bendy of six) and the motto 
AVE MARIA GRACIA in Lombardic letters:- a coachman's button; 
perhaps eighteenth century: and a cellar of port-wine!—the' 
latter singular item being a part of the private store of certain 
convivial authorities of St John's College, who were wont to 
retire to this field to consume this beverage early in' the 
present century.; so at least I have been informed, and I 
understand that the generation which remembers the field 
used for such practices is not entirely extinct. 

The Secretary, Mr T. D. ATKINSON, made the following 
communication: 

ON A BRIDGE OVER . THE KING'S DITCH. 

As the King's Ditch was gradually filled up, now at one 
place then at another, the water which flowed down it was 
carried off by a brick culvert built in the bed of the ditch. As 
the water which was formerly turned into the ditch has been 
entirely or almost entirely diverted, this culvert is generally 
nearly dry, but it still exists, and thus marks the course of the 
ditch. Where the ditch was already crossed by a bridge it 
would,' of course, be unnecessary to fill it up, and the archway 
of the bridge would serve for the conveyance of the water. 
Such a bridge existed at the point where Jesus Lane, called in 
old times 'Nuns' Lane,' crossed the ditch. It is shewn in 
Lyne's map made in 1574, and it is mentioned in the accounts 
of the Town Treasurers for the year 1489-90, in which the 
following item occurs: "Pro operacione Thome Pott in le vouçjht 
sub venella voc. le Hunnes lane iij.s." 

This bridge was discovered on 15th October, 1894, during 
the rebuilding of the Friends' Meeting House at the corner of 
Jesus Lane and Park Street. 

The width of the bridge from side to side is 32 feet, answering 
to the width of Jesus Lane, and the span is 4 ft. 6 ins. The 

1 See a 1ettei by Mr Arthur Gray in the Cambridge Chronicle of 26 Oct. 
1894. 
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