
PROCEEDINGS   

OF THE 

tambrtb,at cnttquatan tortar, 
22 OCTOBER, 1894, TO 29 MAY, 1895, 

WITH 

(tonununttatton 
MADE TO THE SOCIETY. 

No. XXXVII. 

BEING No. 1 OF THE NINTH VOLUME. 

(THIRD VOLUME OF THE NEW SERIES.) 

Q!ambtibc: 
DEIGHTON, BELL & CO.; MACMILLAN & BOWES. 

LONDON: G. BELL AND SONS. 

1896. 

Price 7s. 6d. 





ANCIENT LIBRARIES. 	 37 

Mr J. W. CLARK made the following communication: 

ON ANCIENT LIBRARIES: (1) LINCOLN CATHEDRAL; 
(2) WESTMINSTER ABBEY; (3) S. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL. 

1. LINCOLN CATHEDRAL'. 

The Cathedral of Lincoln was founded at the close of the 
eleventh century, and in the middle of the twelfth we find the 
books belonging to it kept in a press (armarium). We learn 
this from the heading of a lists of them when placed in the 
charge of Hamo, Chancellor 1150-1182, written on the first 
page of a copy of the Vulgate, the first volume in the collec-
tion: 

Quando Harnoni cancellario cancellaria data fuit et librorum cura 
commissa, hos in armario invenit libros et sub custodia sua recepit, 
scilicet: 

Bibliothecam in duobus voluminibus [etc.]. 

The list which follows enumerates 42 volumes, together 
with a map of the world. To this small collection there were 
added in Hamo's time, either by his own gift or by that of 
other benefactors, 31 volumes more; so that before his death 
the press contained 73 volumes, probably a large collection for 
that period. Besides these, there were service-books in the 
charge of the bursar.  (thesaurarius), and song-books in that of 
the. precentor. The three collections ,were probably kept in 
the church. 

The first indication of a separate room to contain books is 
afforded by the gift of a volume by Philip Repyndon, Bishop 
1405-1419, in which year he resigned. It is given after his 
resignation, "to the new library to be built within the Church 
of Lincoln." Again, Thomas Duffield, formerly Chancellor, 

For the historical information contained in this paper I am indebted to an 
article in The Builder, 2 April, 1892, pp.  259-263 9  by my friend the Rev. 
E. Venables, Canon and Precentor of Lincoln. 

2 This list has been printed in the Appendix to Giraldus Cambrensis (Rolls 
Series), vii. 165-171. 	. 
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FIG. 1. Plan of the Old Library, Lincoln Cathedral. 
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who died in 1426, bequeathed another book to the new 
library of the aforesaid church." The erection of the new 
library may therefore be placed between 1419 and 1426. 

No historical facts relating to it have been preserved 
except one, namely, that it had a catalogue, now in the 
muthment room at Lincoln. This documnt enumerates 107 
works, of which 77 (more'  or less) have been identified - as 
still in the library. Unfortunately it is without date, but 
Canon Venables is of opinion that it was written circa 1450. 
The heading, which I will translate, refers to a chaining of the 
books which had recently taken place, possibly after the con-
struction of the cases which I shall presently describe. 

It is to be noted tht in this indenture are enumerated all the books in 
the library of the church of blessed Mary of Lincoln which have lately 
been secured with locks and chains; of which indenture one part is stitched 
into the end of the black book of the aforesaid church, and the other part 
remains.... 1  

This library—a timber structure—was placed over the 
northern half of the east walk of the cloiste r  2. At present 
only three bays at the north end remain; but, as I shall 
proceed to explain, there were "originally two bays more, at the 
south end, between the existing structure and the Chapter 
House. What I have to say will, I hope, be made clear by the 
accompanying plans (figs. 1, 2), for which I have to thank my 
friend Mr T. D. Atkinson. I also give a view of the interior 
(P1. 1) in its present state. 

The existing portipn of the room measures 23 ft. 4 in. from 
north to south, by 20. ft. 1 in. from east to west. The library 
must therefore have projected about 3 feet beyond the west 
wall of the cloister. 

1 Memorandum quod in ista indentura continentur omnes libri existentes in 
libraria ecclesie beate Marie Lincoln de novo sub seruris cathenati, cuius quidem 
indenture una pars consuitur in fine nigri libri dicte ecciesie et altera pars 
remanet in... The rest of the line is illegible. I have to thank the Rev. 
A. R. Maddison, Librarian, for- kindly lending me his transcript of this valuable 
MS. 

2A library extending over five bays of the cloister is shewn in the view of 
the Abbaye de S Robert de la 

0.

Chaise Dieu given in the Monasticom Gallicanurn 
4to. Paris, 1882. P1. 27 - 



40 	 ANCIENT LII3RA1tIES. 

The walls are 9 ft. 8 in. high, from the floor to the top of 
the wall-plate. They are divided into bays, each 7 ft. 9 in. 
wide, by vertical shafts, from which, at a height of 5 ft. 9 in. 
from the ground, spring the braces which support the tiebeams 
of the roof. These are massive beams of oak, slightly arched, 
and molded on their under-surface. Their position is 'indi-
cated by dotted lines on the plan. The whole roof is a splendid 
Specimen of fifteenth century work, enriched with carving in 
the finest style of execution. There is a bold ornament in the 
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FIG. 2. Plan of the Cloister, etc., Lincoln Cathedral. 

centre of each tiebeam; and at the foot of the central joist in 
each bay, which is wider than the rest, and molded, while the 
others are plain, there is an angel, projecting horizontally from 
the wall. The purlin, again, is molded, and-where it intersects 
the central joist a subject is carved: an angel playing on a 
musical instrument—a bird—a rose—a grotesque figure—and 
the like. Below the wall-plate is a cornice, 12 in, deep, 
ornamented with a row of quatrefoils above a row of battle-
ments. Beneath these there is a groove, which seems to 
indicate that the walls were once panelled or plastered. 

It is probable that there was originally a row of equidistant 
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windows in the east and west walls, one to each bay on each 
side; but of these, if they ever existed, no trace remains. 
There must also have been a window at the north end, and 
probably one at the south end also. The present windows are 
plainly modern. The room is known to have suffered from a 
fire, which tradition assigns to 1609; and probably the original 
windows were changed during the repairs rendered necessary at 
that time. - 

We have next to consider what the original extent of the 
library was; and for this purpose we must turn to the period 
of its curtailment. It should be premised that it was used as 
the sole library of the Cathedral down to the end of the 
seventeenth century, when the present library on the north 
side of the cloister was built by Sir Christopher Wren at the 
charge of Dean Honywood; and that it was left in its primitive 
condition, or at least of its primitive dimensions, until 1789. 
In that year (7 May) the following Chapter Order occurs: 

That the old Library adjoining to the Chapter House shall be taken 
down, and the part of the Cloysters under it new leaded and the walls 
compleated, and the Stair Case therto removed, and a new Stair Case 
made, agreable to a plan and estimate of the Expence thereof. 

Further, there fortunately exists a drawing, dated 7 August, 
1784, made by Mr Lumby, the Cathedral surveyor, of which I 
reproduce as much as is required for my present purpose 

• (fig. 3), by the kindness of its owner, Mr Dickinson, of Lincoln'. 
It shews that the old library extended southwards as far as the 

• middle of the seventh bay • of the cloister counting from the 
south end, or the -  middle of the third bay counting from the 
north end. This latter distance, measured with a tape, is 
16 ft. 6 in.; and, when laid down on the plan (fig. 1, A), brings 
the south wall of the library (AB) to 'a point which is exactly 
described by the words 'adjoining to the Chapter House.' As 
this south wall did not overhang, like the north wall, it was 
probably built of brick or stone, and would therefore be thicker 
than the north wall: If we suppose that it was about a foot 

1 There is a similar drawing, by Hollar, in the Monasticon, ed. 1683. 
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thick, the destroyed portion of the library would have been 
of sufficient length to contain two bays, each of the same width 
as one of those in the existing portion. The total length of 
the room was therefore 39 ft. 6 in. 

FIG. 3. Sketch of the Old Library, Lincoln Cathedral, 
dated 7 August, 1784. 

It is not easy to decide how this library was approached.
- Canon Venables thinks that the stone newel stair at the north-

west corner of the Chapter House was used for this purpose; 
but, if that be the case, how are we to explain the words in the 
above order "the Stair Case thereto removed"; and an item in 
the Cathedral Accounts for 1789, "taking down the old stairs, 
strings, and banisters, 14s."? It appeared to Mr Atkinson and 
myself, when examining the building, that there had been 
originally a door on the east side, now replaced by a window, 
as shewn on the plan (fig. 1). Possibly the staircase destroyed 
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in 1789 led to this door, which was conveniently situated in 
the centre of a bay. The staircase built in 1789 is theone still 
existing at the north-east corner of the old library (fig. 2, A). 

As regards the fittings it happens fortunately that three of 
the old "stalls" or bookcases have been preserved. They are 
such splendid specimens of carpentry, and offer such remarkable 
peculiarities of construction, that they must be described at 
length. By the kindness of the Dean and Chapter, I am 
enabled to give a view of one of them (P1. 2), with a reader 
seated at it, so as to shew the convenience of the height for 
study. 

They are desks, after what I may call, for convenience of 
reference, the Zutphen type'; that is, the books were attached 
by a chain to a bar, and lay upon the sloping surface, like a 
service-book on a church-lectern. Each is about 7 ft. long, 
3 ft. broad, and 4 ft. 4 in. high to the top of the sloping portion. 
At each end, and in the centre, is a massive molded standard, 
7 ft. 2 in. high, terminating in a boldly carved finial; and these 
three standards are connected together by a band of open-work, 
of a design similar to that of the cornice of the library. Half 
way between this band and the top of the desk is the bar to 
carry the chains, now of wood, but formerly of course of iron; 
and below this again is a shelf 18 in. wide, projecting slightly 
beyond the sloping portion of the desk. The edge of the desk 
is protected by a ledge, as usual, and under it is a second 
shelf extending the whole width of the piece of furniture. 
What was the use of these shelves? As the bar is above the 
desk, not below it, .as for instance in the Medicean Library at 
Florence, the books must have reposed, as a general rule, upon 
the desk, instead of being laid on their sides on the shelf 
below it when not wanted by a reader. The chains could hardly 
have been long enough to allow of any other arrangement. 
I think, therefore, that the lower shelf must have been a 
constructional contrivance, to assist in keeping the standards 
in their places. The narrow upper shelf, on the other hand, 
was probably intended for the convenience of the reader. He 

1 Camb. Ant, Soc. PrOceedings, etc., N. S. ii. 379-387. 
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might place on it; tethpóiariIy, any book that he was not using, 
and which 'got in his way while he was reading one of those 
beside 

'
it; or, if he was making extracts, he might set his ink-

stand upon it. 
These desks evidently stood in the old library against the 

vaulting-shafts of the roof, for it will be noticed that one of the 
ends has been hollowed out in each to receive the shaft; and the 
finial, which is left plain on that side, is bent over slightly,' to 
admit it 'urder the brace.' According to my estimate of the size 
of the room, there were four desks on each side,, or eight in all. 

The way in which these desks differ from those which I 
have previously described from Zutphen and Queens' College 
will be readily understood from the elevations of all three 
(fig. 4) placed together for comparison. 

After the Restoration a new library was found to be 
• necessary, and Dr Michael IE[onywood, who had been appointed 

Dean, 12 October, 1660, offered to build one at his own 'cost, 
and to present to it the books which he had collected in 
Holland, where he had resided from the beginning of the Civil 
War. The site selected was that formerly occupied by the 
north alley of the cloister, which, through faulty construction, 

• had fallen down, and 'lain in ruins for a long period. Here; 
however, I will quote Canon Venables: 

For the erection of the new library, Dean Honywood called in the ,  
services of the great architect of the age, Sir Christopher Wren, who, 
naturally, we may almost say, necessarily, designed it in the classical style 
which was then in possession of the field. Wren's library, which compriss 
the whole north side of the cloister, consists of -an arcade of nine semi 
circular arches, with uncarved keystones, supported on eight Roman Doric 
single columns, with a clustered, pier at each end, where the arcade joins 
the walls of the other sides of the cloIster. The upper storey, or library 
proper, has eleven windows of the classical type, rising from a slightly: 
projecting plinth, and set in moulded window-cases, that in the centre 'of 
the range, and two [others, the third from the, centre on each' side], being 
further decorated by.a, cornice supported on consoles, and having a wreath 
of flowers over the central window, and drapery of a corresponding form 
over those on each side.... The design is finished with a bold entablature, 
ornamented with' acanthus leaves.... ,' ' • 

• 	Within, the library forms a long, narrow, apartment 104 ft, long, by 
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17 ft. 6 in. broad, and 14 ft. high. The ceiling is flit, springing from a 
hollow cove, and perfectly plain. The room is lighted by ten windows in 
the south wall, and one larger one at the west end. The entrance is at 
the east end, [through the old library], by a richly ornamented portal, the 
jambs of the doorcase carved with acanthus leaves and surmounted by a 
[curved] pediment supported on Corinthian columns with gilt capitals. In 
the centre of the pediment is a shield bearing the arms of the founder. 
The same. stately design is repeated at the west end, a window occupying 
the place of the door. 

Canon Venab]es prints the contract for building this 
library, between Dean Ilonywood and William Evison of the 
city of Lincoln, builder., It is dated 2 January, 1674. Nothing 
is said about the date of completion, but, as the builder is to 
have the whole cost (;C780) paid to him, with the exception of 
£100, before 1 November in the same year, it is probable that 
the work was intended to be finished in about twelve months 
from the date of the contract. It would therefore be ready to 
receive the fittings in the course of 1675. 

Wren arranged his shelves on what was then a new system. 
In ancient libraries the bookcases were placed at right angles 
to the walls—as in the old library at Lincoln; but here Wren 

- placed one continuous bookcase against the north wall. This 
bookcase occupies the whole height of the wall. At the base 
there is a plinth, which may have originally contained cup - 
.boards, but is now fitted with shelves; and at the top, close 
under the roof, there is a heavy entablature decorated with 
acanthus leaves tnd classical moldings, above a plain cornice, 
which bears at intervals oblong tablets inscribed with the sub-
jects of the books beneath. The shelves are disposed in com-
partments, alternately wide and narrow, the former being set 
slightly in advance of the latter, so as to break the monotony of 
a bookcase of uniform width extending the whole length of a 
long room. 

This library may claim to be the. first fitted up in the 
manner which has now become universal; and I regret that I 
have not given prominence to this fact on former occasions, 
when speaking of the general history of library-fittings. The 
library of Trinity College, in which I thought books had been 
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placed against the walls for the first time in this country, was 
not begun  till ,  1676, and the fittings were not supplied-till 161, 
though Wren had probably designed' them at a: somewhat 
earlier date. As I have shewñ elsewhere, the idea was very 
likely suggested to him by what he saw in the Palais Mazarin 
at Paris, the fittings of which were copied from the Escurial'. 

2. WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 

The arrangements for study in a large Benedictine monas-
tery are minutely described in The Rites of Durham; but the 
passages are so well known that I need not do more than 
remind my readers that the place of study 'was the cloister; 
that the north end of the west walk was assigned to the novices, 
who had their school there; that against the north wall, next 
the church, stood "certain great al.meries of Wainscott," which 
contained the books of the convent; that the older monks had 
each his "carrell," a little study about the size of a sentry-box, 
set against the windows, looking into the cloister-garth, and 
just large enough to contain the reader ,  and his books; and that 
the windows were glazed. 

Similar arrangements probably existed in all Benedictine 
monasteries. For Westminster we have the following indica-
tions of their .presence. 

In, the custumary of Wes tminster Abbey' drawn up by 
Abbot Ware (1258-1283) now among the MSS. Cotton in the 
British Museum, we find the f011owing passage; It is not only 
important for my present purpose, but shews that carrells were 
in use in-the" second half of the thirteenth century, and are not  
to be enumerated among the devices invented at a later date to 
mitigate the rigour of the climate for those who were compelled 
to pass many hours of each day in an open cloister. After 
mentioning the training of the novices, the writer proceeds: 

When their ,  master has perceived that they' know perfectly what they 
ought to know, it has been the custom for himto give them leave to sit in 
another part [of the cloister] in a spot appointed for such persons, where 

1  Libraries in the Medieval and Renaissance Periods, 8vo. Oamb, 1894. 
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they may be allowed to glance at books taken out of the presses (arrnarkt) 
belonging to the older monks. But they must not be permitted as yet to 
write or to have carrells, even though they be priests, unless their master 
should perceive that their writing may be of use to the church'. 

This passage shews that the books were kept in presses in 
the cloister, and that the senior monks had carrells of their 
own. 
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- Fie. 5. The Cloister, Westminster Abbey; from Mr Micklethwaite's - 	
- 	 plan of the buildings. 	- 

- If now we turn to the building we shall find the above 
account corroborated by existing traces. For the identification 
of these I have to thank my friend, Mr J. T. Micklethwaite, 
who has been good enough to give me much information on 
the subject, in addition to what he has already printed',; and 

1 Quos cum viderit magister eorum scire perfecto que scire debent suevit eis 
dicere ut in alia parte sedeant boo talibus assignato ubi ... licitè possint libros de 
armariis seniorum respicere. Sed nondum scribere ant carolos habere debent 
licet fuerint sacerdotes nisi viderit magister quod eorum scriptura ecciesie possit 
profice re. mss. Cotton, Otho. c. xi. f. 84. 

2 "Notes on the Abbey Buildings of Westminster," Arch. Jour. xxxiii, 
15-49, 	- 
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I have borrowed from the general plan of the Abbey a-ppended 
to his paper the portion that shews the cloister (fig. 5). 

He points out, in the first place, that the two bays at the 
north end of the west walk of the cloister (fig. 5,'1. 2), and the 
second bay from the west in the north walk (ibid. 4) were ap-
propriated to the novices, by the existence of several sets of 
nine holes, evidently cut by boys in their idle moods for the 
playing of some game. Similar holes have been found at 
Canterbury, Gloucester, and possibly elsewhere. 

Next, the nosing of t1iè wall-bench for six feet of the third 
bay from the west [in the north walk of the cloister], and in 
the whole of the fourth and fifth bays, and nearly all the sixth, 
has been cut away flush with the riser, as if some large pieces 
of furniture had been placed there (ibid. 5, 5, 5, 5)." He then 
quotes the passage from the Rites of Durham to which I have 
already called attention, and remarks: 

At Durham, where the buildings have been wretchedly Wyattised, 
there remains not a vestige of these arrangements, but at Westminster we 
have such certain evidence of the existence of the almeries, that we may 
safely infer that of the carrells, although the restoration of that side of the 
cloister-walk has taken away those slight evidences which would have 
proved it. Similarly, the restoration of the outer side of the cloisters all 
round, desirable as it was architecturally, prevents us from determining 
with certainty how the openings were glazed. 1 have, however, no doubt 
myself that whatever may have been the case in the thirteenth century, in 
the fifteenth the weather was entirely excluded. 

Further, Mr Micklethwaite finds that 
"the bases of the vaulting-shafts next east of the bookcases are cut in 

a way which seems to shew ,  that there was a double screen here (ibid. 
6)  6), or perhaps there were bookcases arranged so as to form a screen, 
which is, I think, very likely. Beyond this screen to the right are appear-
ances in the wall which seem to indicate a blocked-up locker, but they are 
rather doubtfuL And on the left is a large double locker blocked (ibid 7), 
and the blocking appears to be ancient. This locker, is of the date of the 
wall (Hen. III.), and may have been an additional book-Closet provided, 
because that on the other side of the  [to be described pre-
sently] had become too small, and [was] blocked up when the larger book-
cases were made opposite the carrells." 

C. A, S. Comm. VOL. IX. 	 . 	 4 
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Lastly, at the risk of some repetition, I will quote a passage 
from a letter I have lately received from him, as it brings out 
some additional points, and states the whole question with 
great clearness. After describing the position of the bookcases, 
he proceeds: 

There was thus a space, the width  of the bench, between the back of 
the case and the cloister-wall, which would help to keep things dry. 
Whether the floor was boarded we cannot now tell, but there is evidence 
that this part of the cloister was cut off from the rest by screens of some 
sort at both ends, which would make it a long gallery lighted on one side, 
and with bookcases ranged along the other, not unlike Wren's at Lincoln. 
The windows must have been glazed; indeed remains of the glazing 
existed to the end of the 17th century; and there were within my memory 
marks of fittings along the windows-side which I did not then understand, 
but which, if they still existed, would I have no doubt tell us something 
of the carrells. A "thorough restoration" has taken away every trace of 
them. 

The "bookcase On the other side of the church door" 
alluded to above was in the northernmost bay of the east 
cloister: 

Entering the cloister from the church by the east cloister door (fig. 7, 8) 
we find on our left hand a very broad bench against the wall, extending as 
far as the entrance to the chapter-house (ibid. 10). In the most northern 
bay the wall-arcade, instead of being brought down by shafts as in :the 
others, is stopped off at the springing by original brackets, as if to allow 
of some large piece of furniture being placed' against the wall. Here, I 
believe, stood in the thirteenth century the armariurn commune, or common 
book-case (ibid. 9) 10 

I will next collect the documentary evidence respecting a 
library after the Dissolution. For this I' have to thank the 
Dean, Dr Bradley. Not only has he allowed me to examine 
the library at my leisure, but to study and make extracts 
from the Chapter Book—the volume which contains the 
Minutes of the Dean and Chapter. 

The first entry referring to the library is the following: 

15 December, 1548. Also yt is lykwyse 'determined that the tow 
lecternes of latten and candelstyckes of latten wythe Angelles of Copper 

1 Archceol. Jour. Ut supra, p. 16. 
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and gylte and all other brass latten belle mettell and brasse shalbe solde 
by Mr  Heynes Treasaurer by cause they be monymentes of Idolatrie and 
supersticyon And the monye therof cummyng to be receyvyd by the sayd 
Treasaurer for makyng of the lybrary and bying of bookes for the same. 

And it is also agreed that Mr  Pekyns and Mr  Keble shall see the 
weyght of all the sayd metalle, and that the lybrary shalbe fynisshed in 
the north parte of the cloyster as sone as the money can be made of the 
premisses. 

In the next place, twenty-six years afterwards, in 1574, we 
find the following Memorandum, which speaks of a library as 
something still to be' done: 

Md that Mr  Gabriell Goodman, dean of this Collegiate Church, ye ijde 

of December, 1574, gave vnto this College towardes a Librarie to be made 
in the same Thole Bible secundum Complutensem editionem conteyned in 
ffive tomes or volumes, and one hebrue vcabularie. 

Fourteen years after this note was written, in 1587, the 
following rules were drawn up: 

Maij 16. 1587. 

It is decreed by the Deane and Chapter.. .that the librarie of the 
Colledge shalbe furnished with shelves deskes and all thinges necessarie 
therevnto. 

Item that an Inventorie shalbe taken of all the Bookes perteynyng 
thervnto, and thre Copies therof to be made, and those to remaine in the 
librarie, the 2c  to be kept with M' Deane, and the third to remaine with 

- the sub Deane for the tyme being. 
Item that all such bookes as be düble or triple shalbe .sold or 

exchaunged, keping the best for the librarie, and the price or valew' of the 
• said bookes to be. bestowed upon other bookes fytt for the same. 

[Nomination of persons to conduct the said exchange.] 
Item that Mr  Deane, and everie prebendarie that will, shall haue 

• key therof. 
Item that Mr  Camden, vsher for the tyme present, or the vsher or 

• peticannon herafter, by the apoyntment of M' Deane, shall. be  keper 
of the said librarie,.. and, for his paynes there imployd, shall haue 
yearlie XXS. 	 . 	 . 

Item it is decreed, that a table shalbe kept of the names of all 
such benefactors as either haue or herafter shall bestow any bookes vpon 
the said librarie. 	 • 

	

[Signed] Gabriell Goodman 	 • 
[and others]. 

4-2 
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Next, in 1591, we come to the assignment of a definite 
locality for the library :. 

Decemb: 30•  1591. 
It is decred [decreed] by M" Deane and Prebendaries whose names be 

vnderwritten that the old dorter and• great rome before it, shalbe 
converted thone to a librarie, thother to a schole for the q. schollers,. to be 
repaired and furnished to those good vses, vpon contribution of such godlie 
disposed persons as have and will contribute therevnto. 

And the same schole and librarie to be begun in the next spring... 
* 	 [Signed] Gabriell Goodman. 

This last Order took effect, for the room now used as a 
library has been formed out of the north part of the monks' 
dorter. This I' will describe presently, but let us first consider 
what the previously quoted Orders mean, and where the books 

• were bestowed during the forty-three..years that intervened 
between 1548 and 1591. That a place had been set apart for 
books in. some part of the conventual buildings is, I think, 

• certain, from the language used in 1587, which speaks of the 
"librarie of the Colledge," and directs that it be "furnished 
with shelve, deskes, and all thiuges necessarie therevnto"; and 
further, appoints a librarian. By that time the conventual 

• buildings must have lost their ancient - uses, and been sub-
divided much as they are at present. No tradition, however, 
survives that any room, now used for some other purpose, 
had once been assigned for a library, or that a room so 
used had subsequently been destroyed. Where then was the 
library? I should be disposed to reply, In the Cloister, where 
Mr. Micklethwaitë's researches shew that it once unquestionably 
was. 

If we turn to the first Order, that of 1548, it appears to me 
that the directions that certain monies are to be applied "for 
the makyng of the lybrary and bying of bookes for the same," 
and "that the lybrary shalbe fynisshed in the north parte • of 
the cloyster," i.e. the north walk, indicate that the old monastic 
arrangements were being developed by the new occupants of 
the Abbey. The old presses would be still there, but probably 
half or wholly empty. The MSS. would have been either turned 
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into money, ordestroyed, because, like the lecterns and candle-
sticks, they savoured of superstition. Therefore, as rapidly as 
was possible, the number of volumes was increased; but the 
prospect of having a more convenient library was steadily kept 
in view. This will explain the words used in the memorandum 
recording Dean Good 'Man's gift—" towardes a Librarie to be 
made in the College." But, as there seemed but little chance 
of obtaining such a library, the old one in the cloister was 
steadily increased and improved, till, in 1587, it was decided to 
fit it up afresh, catalogue its contents, and appoint a librarian. 
It is possible that the floor suggested by Mr. Micklethwaite - 
may have been put down at this time; but even without this 
the room would have been fairly comfortable according to the 
hardy notions of our forefathers. Lastly, in 1591, the change 
of place was effected, but how it came to pass that what was 
impossible four years before became possible then, I have at 
present no evidence to shew. 

The adaptation of the room assigned in 1591 to the purposes 
of a -library is due to the liberality of John Williams, first 
Bishop of Lincoln and then Archbishop of York, who held the 
Deanery of Westminster from 1620 to his death in 1650. We 
may conclude, from the following Order, that this work was 
carried out during the years 1623 and 1624, for the document 
is dated 7 January, 1625, and evidently deals with something 
lately completed. It is interesting to note that the Library 
at S. John's College was being built during the same years out 
of funds provided by the same benefactor'. 

In capitulo vicesimo septimo die Ianuarij 1625. 

Whereas the Right Hono 1 ' and Right reuerend Father. in God, John 
Bisshop of Lyncolne, one of his matiesmost fl0110b1e priuye douncel, and 
Deane of the collegiate church of St Peter in Westm', hath beene pleased 
to reedifye our colledg Library, and the same to replenish with bookes to 
the vallue of Two thousand pounds, at his owne propper costs and charges. 

And whereas Richard Gouland M' of Artes hath taken very great and• 
• assiduous paines for thes two last years as in the choice sQ in the well 

ordering and disposition of the said bookes 	 • • 

1 Architectural History, ii. 265-271. 	- 
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We therfore the Deane and chapiter of this Collegiate church for the 
perpetuall preseruation of the said bookes to the good vse thay were 
intended by the said Right reuerend Father: and also in recompence of 
the paines of the said Richard Gouland, do wth  an vnanimous Consent 
constitute and appoint him the said Richard Gouland keeper of our said 
Colledg Lybrary, during the Tearme of his naturall life, the said office to 
be executed by him self or his sufficient deputy, and do hereby giue vnto 
him during the said Tearme all that antient Stipend, or fee of twenty 
shillings, together with an increase of Nineteene pounds per annum. 

Aliso we further agree and consent that the said Richard Gouland 
shall haue, and enioy, a diet at the Deane and prebendaries table, together 
with all vailes, profitts, and Comodities to his place belonging. 

Lastly, at this present chapiter it is resolued and agreed, that for his 
better Conveniency, and attendance vppon the said Office, he shall haue 
and enioy in the nature of a dwelling house, the roome betwixt the Lybrary 
and the Schoole, wch  we do by this present Act assigne to him, or his 
deputy, or deputies, and to their successors in the office for euer: alowing 
aliso in his absence to his deputy his commons with the officers of our 
colledg. 

With this plain statement may be compared the flowery 
rhetoric of Williams' biographer, Bishop Hacket. After en-
larging on his care for the Abbey, and for the perfection of the 
musical services, he proceeds: 

With the same Generosity and strong propension of mind to enlarge 
the Boundaries of Learning, he converted a wast Room, scituate in the 
East side of the Cloysters, into Plato's Portico, into a goodly Library; 
model'd it into decent shape, furnished it with Desks and Chains, 
accoutred it with all Utensils, and stored it with a vast Number of 
Learned Volumes'. 

The Chapter Library—which has not been materially altered 
since 1625—occupies the north end of what was once the dorter 
It is 60 feet long, by 33 feet 4 inches broad. The entrance was 
at first at the north end, by means of a staircase formed out of 
half the passage to' the Chapter House (fig. 5. 10). This is 
evident from the well-known passage in Washington Irving 's 
Sketch Book: 

I ... applied to one of the vergers for admission to the library. He 
conducted me through a portal rich with the crumbling sculpture of 

Scrinia reserata: a Memorial.. of John Williams, D.D... By John Hacket. 
Fol. Lond. 1693, pp. 46, 47. 
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former ages, which opened upon a gloomy passage leading to the chapter-
house and the chamber in which doomsday book is deposited. Just 
within this passage is a small door on the left. To this the verger applied 
a key; it was double locked, and opened with some difficulty, as if seldom 
used. We now ascended a dark narrow staircase, and passing through a 
second door, entered the library'. - 

This staircase was removed when the Chapter House was 
restored, and a new staircase into the library made direct from 
the cloister through the thirteenth century door that originally 
led to the dorter-stairs (fig. 5. 11)2.  The room has a plain open 
roof, with tiebeams resting on stone corbels, and in the east 
wall there are four windows—three of two lights, and one of 
three lights, all with four-centered heads, at a height of about 
ten feet from the floor. The whole of this construction appears 
to be of Williams' time; but at some later period, probably 
during the last century, the rafters were cut through on both 
sides, for the insertion of a row of sash windows. It is obvious 
that the light must previously have been very defective. 

There are twelve bookcases—evidently the "desks" recorded 
by Williams' biographer. Each is 10 feet 10 inches long, 2 feet 
broad, and 8 feet 3 inches high, divided by plain uprights into 
three compartments. There are three shelves, below which is 
a desk for the reader, resting on brackets, and provided with 
the usual slit for the chains to pass through. These desks are 
hinged. The cases are quite plain, with the exception of a 
molded cornice; above which, on the end of each, is some 
scroll-work. There is also a small frame to contain -the 
catalogue. It is probable that there were originally seats for 
readers between each pair of cases. 

At the north end of the room there is a wooden gallery, 
inserted I imagine after the first fittings were put in, in order 
to obtain additional shelf-room. At present there are shelves 
against the east and west walls, between the projecting cases.  
I thought at first that I had discovered an early example of the 
method afterwards used by Wren at Trinity. College; but 

1 The Sketch Book, ed-.-- 1849, p. 159. 
2 Gleanings from Westminster Abbey, by G. G. Scott. 8vo. Lond. 1863, 

p. 50. - 	 -. 
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further examination she wed that the walls had been originally 
covered with panel-work, with a cornice of the same pattern as 
that at the top of the cases. When additional space for books 
was required, these cases were pulled forward, shelves were 
placed against the wall, and the cornice set on the top of them. 
A piece of the original panelling still remains between the 
last case and the north end of the room. 

The cases inserted by Williams were made on what I 
term the Oxford type, and closely resemble those still to be 
seen in the Bodleian, Corpus Christi College, and elsewhere. 
It is curious that he should have used cases of this type at 
Westminster while he was putting up far finer ones at Cam-
bridge in a totally different style. I cannot discover any certain 
evidence of chaining, and yet his biographer distinctly enume-
rates "chains" among his benefactions. There are faint scars 
at the intersection of some of the shelves and uprights which 
may be screwholec—but I cannot feel certain on the point. 

3. S. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, LONDON. 

The history of the library attached to S. Paul's Cathedral, 
by which I mean the medieval Cathedral commonly called Old 
S. Paul's, is succinctly recorded by Dugdale.. After describing 
the cemetery called Pardon Church Hawgh, with the cloister 
that surrounded it, he proceeds: 

The Library. 

Over the East quadrant of the before mentioned Oloyster, was a fair 
Library built, at the costs of Walter Shiryngtom, Ohancelour of the. Duchy 
of Lancaster in King Henry the 6th's time But in the year MDXLIX. 
10. Apr. both Chapell, Cloyster, and Monuments, excepting onely that 
side where the Library was, were pulled down to the ground, by the 
appointment of Edward Duke of Somerset, then Lord Protector to King 
Edward 6. and the materialls carried into the Strand, towards the building 
of that stately fabrick called Somerset-House, which he then erected; the 
ground where they stood being afterwards converted into a Garden, for the 
Pettie Canons' 

1 Dugdale, History of S. Paul's Cathedral, fol. 1658, p.  132. 
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It is evident, however, from the heading to the catalogue of 
the books, dated 25 March, 1458, which Dugdale prints in his 
appendix, that Shiryngton did not live to finish his work; for it 
speaks of "the new library, lately begun by the said Walter, and 
fully finished by his executors above the cemetery-cloister of 
the said church'."  

The catalogue enumerates 171 volumes, many of which, 
as was so common in medieval libraries, contained several 
works bound together; and it is reasonable to suppose that 
this initial collection, being attached to so prominent a church 
as S. Paul's, would rapidly increase when provided with a 
suitable habitation. In 1603, however, Stowe describes it as 

a fair library. . .which hath been well furnished with fair 
written Books in Vellum, but few of them do now remain 
there 2." 

We know nothing of the dimensions or arrangement of lihe 
above room: but, as - it was over a cloister, it must have been 
long and narrow, like that which exists in a similar position at 
Wells Cathedral, of which I have given a ground-plan in a 
former paper',. or that' at Salisbury; and the above-mentioned 
catalogue affords some clue as to the arrangement, for it gives 
a rough classification of the books according to subject, and 
denotes each class by a letter of the alphabet, thus: 

A. Grammar 	 6 volumes. 
B; Philosophy 	 5 

Classics 	 7 
Medicine 	 6 
History 	 2 
History 	 6 
Commentaries on the Bible 	 9 

do. 	 11 
K. 	 do. 	 11 

Dugdale, History of S. Paul's Cathedral, fol. 1658, P.  276. Kalendarium... 
de omnibus et singulis libris ... existentibus in nova Libraria per dictum Waite-
rum nuper inchoata et per eius Executores plene constructa super Claustrum 
Cimiterii eiusdem ecciesie vocatum Pardon- chirche-Hawe ...xxv°. die mensis 
Martii Anno Domini MCCCCLVIII°. 

2 Stowe, Survey of London, ed. Strype, iii. 144. 
Camb. Ant. Soc. Proceedings, etc., N. S. ii. 7. 
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L. Commentaries on the. Bible 9 volumes. 
M. do.; works of S. Augustine 10 
N. S. Augustine and other Commentators 12 
0. Gregory, Chrysostom, etc. 17 
P. Theology, Schoolmen 33 
S. Theology 8 
T. Canon Law 12 
U. do. 9 

It will be observed that E, Q, R, are omitted, and that P 
contains an abnormally large number of books. I cannot 
explain the omission of E except by the suggestion that possibly 
it was hoped to get more books on Medicine or History, and that 
so a place was left vacant for them; but, as regards Q, R, I feel 
almost certain that the omission of those letters is accidental. 
There are two breaks in the text (p.  281) which seem to denote 
the commencement of a new class. If this view be coriect P, 
Q, R, would have contained 12, 10, 11 volumes respectively. 

What, now, *do' these letters signify, and how does this 
notation help us to determine the arrangement of the library? 
I answer that probably, as at Clairvaux, which I have already 
described', each letter marked a bookcase, and that the number 
of volumes following it are those contained in that special case. 
The room being long and narrow—perhaps, like that at Wells, 
162 feet long, by not more than 14 feet or 16 feet broad, it 
would not be possible to have cases on each side, as was so 
usual. Again, the very small number of books under each 
letter points to a different form of case from those which had 
four shelves apiece. I suspect that the cases used at S. Paul's 
were sloping desks, on the Zutphen type, each 9 feet or 10 feet 
long; and, if they were fitted with a shelf beneath, like those 
at Cesena, there would be ample room for 17 volumes, the 
largest number any case was required to hold. Twenty such 
cases would occupy. 40 feet, and the spaces between each pair 
about 80 feet more, to which must be added 6 feet or 8 feet for 
a vestibule: total 126 feet or 128 feet. But I must leave these 
fascinating speculations. 

1 Camb. Ant. Soc. Proceedings, N. S. ii. 388-379. 
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1. have not been able to discover with certainty what was 
he fate of this library. Dugdale says distinctly that it was 

spared when the rest of the cloister was destroyed by Somerset. • 
Possibly it perished in the Great Fire of 1666. Of its contents 
three volumes alone are known to be still in existence'. 

Sir Christopher Wren placed the library of his new cathedral 
in the western transept, with an ingenuity of contrivance and a 
dignity of conception peculiarly his own. On the level of what 
in a Gothic church would be the triforium, he constructed, 
both on the north and south side, a large and lofty room. It 
was his intention that each of these rooms should be used as. a 
library, and that they should be connected by means of the 
gallery which crosses the west end of the nave. Access to 
them was to be obtained from the exterior, without entering 
the church, by a circular staircase in the south-west corner of 
the façade. This plan has not been frilly carried out, and the 
southern library only has been fitted up. It is now usually 
reached by means of the staircase leading to the dome. 

It is a well-lighted room, with an area measuring 53 feet 
by 32 feet, and of sufficient height to admit of the introduction 
of a gallery under the vault. A massive stone pier projects 
into the room at each corner (P1. 3), so as to break the formal 
regularity of the design in a very pleasing manner. The 
gallery, together with the bookcases, which stand against the 
walls, both in the gallery and below it, were either designed by 
Wren himself, or placed there with his approval. The Building 
Accounts, which, by the kindness of the Dean. and Chapter, 1 
have been allowed to inspect, contain many valuable pieces of 
information respecting the history of the room and its fittings. 
The floor "in the south library" was laid down in July, 1708, 
as was also that in the gallery; the windows "in the north and 
south library," words which shew that the corresponding room 
on the north side was also intended for a library, were painted 
in December, 1708; and the ornamental woodwork was supplied 
in March, 1708-9. From the entries referring to these  works 

1 Gleanings from Old S. Paul's: by W. Sparrow Simpson, D.D. 8vo. Lond. 
1889, p.  37. 
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I will quote the following, as it particularises the most. striking 
feature in the room, namely, the large ornamental brackets 
which appear to support the gallery: • V  

To Jonathan Maine Carver in the South Library, viz. For carving 
32 Trusses or Cantalivers under the Gallary, 3 ft. 8 in. long, and 3 ft. 8 in. 
deep and 7 in. thick with Leather worke cut through and a Leaf in the 
front and a drop hanging down with fruit and flowers etc. at 6 1. . 108. each. 

208'.--- 

The words 'leather-work,"' , .used in the above eh try, are 
singuiarlr.suitab1e, for th whol& compositidn looks m6ie like 

moulded out  'of leather or ,  plaster than cit out of 
a solid piece p1 wood. The vertical portion, applied: to the 
pilasters consists of a bunch of flowers, hops and corn, some-
what in the manner of Grinhng Gibbons who has been often 
named as the artist 

33 
The above mentioned pilasters divide the wall space into

i:  compartments, each of which is from 3 ft 6 in to 4 ft wide, 
And-  '9 ft; high, exclusive of the plinth' and' cornice''. ,fitted,  with 
six shelves, which are apparently at the original levels 

The' gal1eiy'is approached by a staircase contiivOd in" the 
t'hiôknéth of the 'south-west pier; It is'. 5 ft. wide, and, fitted 
with bookcases ranged against the wall in the same manner as 
those below, but they' are loftier, and of plainer design:. 'The 
balustrade, a molded cornice of wood supported on pilasters 
of the same material, which re* call those separating the com-
partments below, and the great stone piers enriched with a 
broad band of fruit, flowers, and other ornaments set in a sunk 
panel are striking features of'the gallery.  

The material used throughout for the fittings is oak, which 
fortunately has never been painted,- , and has assumed a 'mellow 
tone through age which produces a singularly beautiful effect. 
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Interior of the old library, Lincoln Cathedral, 
looking south-west. 
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Single stall in the old library, Lincoln Cathedral. 
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Library at St Paul's Cathedral, London, 
looking north-east. 
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