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EXCURSIONS. 

4 July 1901 1 .  

AN excursion was made to Sawston Hall. The Hall was 
kindly shewn to. the visitors by the owner, Mr. D. A. S. ,  L. 
Huddleston. The tapestry. and panelling were inspected, and 
the secret chamber, in which it is supposed that priests were 
hidden in the time of persecution, was visited. 

Afterwards the 'party proceeded to Whittlesford Bridge, 
and saw the Chapel of the fourteenth century; now used as 
a barn. 

Whittlesford Church was shewn to the visitors by the Rev. J. 
Robertson, Vicar; and 'remarks were made by the Rev. G.  
Conybeare, Mr Maynard, and by Mr T. D. Atkinson, Secretary 
of the Society. 	 . 

Thursday, 25 July 1901. 

The s'econd excursion . of the season was made to Swaff ham 
Prior. Here they . were welcomed by Mr C. P. Allix, M.A. 
Mr Allix here read a paper on the architecture, and history, 
and together with the vicar, the Rev. Lawrence Fisher, M.A., 
pointed out the objects of interest, including the tower of 
St Mary's and the brasses removed from the older church to 
St Cyriac's. It was due to an ancestor of Mr Allix's that the 
work of destruction of St Mary's, which had been begun at 
the end of the eighteenth century, was arrested, and thereby,  
so much of the fabric preserved. Recently, owing to the 
liberality of Mr Allix and others, a scheme of restoration de 
signed by the late Sir Arthur Blomfield, A.R.A., has been set 

• on foot. The chancel has been already restored. 

1 Accounts delayed from the previous year. 
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The party drove on to Reach. At this point, which marks 
the northern end of Devil's Ditch, a paper by Prof. McK enny  
Hughes was read by Rev. L. Fisher on the Devil's Ditch. 

ST MARY'S CHURCH, SWAFFHAM PRIOR. 

By Mr C. P. ALLIX, M.A. 

The present parish of Swaffham Prior consisted formerly of 
two parishes, that of St Mary'  and that of St Cyriac With 

• St Julitta. They' were united by Act of Parliament in 1667, 
the preamble of the Act declaring that the boundaries of the 
respective parishes and the glebe lands had become so con-
fused that it was impossible to sy which lands belonged to 
which parish. The patronage of the two parishes before the 
màlgamation had been held, one by the Bishop and one by 

the Dean and Chapter . of Ely, and the Act precribed that 
• henceforth the patronage of the united parishes shall vest 

alternately in the Bishop and the Dean and Chapter. In 
Cole's manuscript the Church of St Cyriac is said to have be-
longed to the Knights Templar'. The united parishes are 
'called the Township of Swaffham Prior The number of vicars 
that we can trace are, of St Cyriac 32, the earliest being one 
Richard in 1219, and in 1251 1 

another Richard, de Kirkham. 
Of St Mary's we can trace 24 vicars, the earliest being Henry 
de Bradeken, 1307. Since the amalgamation of the parishes 
there have been 7, the latest being the Rev. Lawrence Fisher, 
the present vicar. The two churches stand in the same 
churchyard, only some fifty paces apart, hence this village has 

• sometimes been called ,Swaffham Two-Churches, among 'its 
-. other synonyms of Great . Swaffham and Swaff h am' Prior.. 

Lysons, in his history in 1808, .says, "The Church of St Cyriac 
having been for some years dilapidated is now, rebuilding; 
the old tower, which is squire below, and octagonal 'at top, 

1 Sometimes written St Margaret. 
- 2 Compare Wilbraham Temple and Church. 	 -• 
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remains." The Church of St Mary has been pulled down, but 
the tower retnains.". 

This. description is not altogether accurate as regards 
St Mary's, for, so far from being pulled down, the entire fabric 
remains standing to this day, with the exception of the south 
wall of the south aisle, and the clerestory windows above it on 
the same side—roofless it is true, but soon to be put into repair 
and rendered again available fOr divine service as the chancel 
was in 1878. In a marginal note in Sandars' annotated copy of 
Lysons in the University Library, we read that this church was 
purchased (after the issue of the faculty for its demolition that 
would be) about 50 or 60 years ago, and is used as the burial-
place of the Allix family. This explains the continued exist-
ence of so much of the building, the work of demolition having 
stopped after the sale of the materials of the fabric. The 
purchaser was Mrs Sarah Allix, the widow of John Peter Allix, 
and the money received was used in the building of the modern 
nave of St Cyriac after they had swept away the ancient nave 
then standing, to make room for the horror that they erected 
in its place. The demolished aisle of St Mary's was then 
enclosed with iron railings, and the windows and doors of the 
church made secure by similar means and kept under lock and 
key, and maintained by the family ever since as a burying-
ground. In 1878 the chancel of this church was restored and 
• vestries and organ-chamber added.  

The tower of St Mary's is Norman and, as the late Sir Arthur 
Bloinfield said, unique in England. The base is square and 
very early, the next tier is also Norman, but later and more 
decorated, and from the square it changes into the octagonal. 
The third story is transitional in character and merges into the 
pointed' arch. This, tier again changes its form, and from 
octagonal becomes sixteen-sided. The interior . view of this 
tower is very remarkable; looking upwards all the angular 
arches in both tiers can be seen. One of these being necessary 
at every angle where the angle had to be converted into the 
face of an octagon,.or a sixteen-sided figure for the story above 
it. On the exterior every tier is. separated from the next by 
a stone •string-course prettily worked. The first, which is 



276 	 EXCURSIONS. 

broadest, has three rows of billets; the second is narrower and 
is ornamented with a single row of arrow-heads; the third is 
a plain overhanging dripstone without ornament, and the fourth 
at the top of the tower is much more solid, and is supported in 
the middle of each of the sixteen faces by a corbel in the 'shape 
of the head of a grinning monster. It is at this point, as an 
old print shows, where the steeple sprung. Only one face of 
the tower out of the sixteen is perfect at this height. The 
masonry is extremely solid, some six feet thick at the bOttom, 
and is composed of a mixture of dint and pebbles with chalk 
blocks. Wherever these occur the surface has receded from the 
action of the weather some five or six inches, and if the tower 
is to be preserved no time should be lost in replacing these with 
hard stone. The nave and aisles are intermediate between 
the decorated and perpendicular styles of architecture. The 
columns dividing the nave from both aisles are still intact and' 
sound. The chancel shows the-remains of Norman times, and 
the round heads of the Norman windows on either side are still 
to be seen in the walls marking the end of the old Norman 
chancel before it was extended. eastward at the, close of the 
14th century. It contains three stained-glass windows (modern), 
all monuments of the Allix family. Under that which com-
memorates Colonel 'Allix is placed the 'old sword with its 
scabbard which he carried at the battle of Waterloo. On the 
south wall of the sanctuary is the original pewter stoup be-
longing to CC  Ste Marie," with the name engraved thus upon the 
handle. It was found' among some torn books and other 
rubbish in an old chest in the vestry of St Cyriac and has now 
been restored to its place. It has evidently been used for some 
other purpose than for that which it was intended, as the rim 
at the bottom has been partly melted away by being placed 
upon a stove ,  or some other heated surface. Before the church 
was dismantled it possessed four slabs with two brasses in each, 
namely, a man and a woman, and .a smaller one with the 
children. The first one was to Johnes. Tothyl, 1462; the second 
to. Walter de Rech et Alicia cons6rtis ejus; 1521; the third is 
unknown, and the fourth—a single figure of, Robert Chambers 
—1638. He is represented in tall boots turned down to the 
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thigh. These will all be moved back into St Mary's at the 
completion of the building. It had formerly three-bells, one of 
which bore the word Maria upon it. These were melted down 
when the peal was recast in 1791 by John Briant, of Hertford, 
and now form part of the peal of six which hang in the tower 
of St Cyriac. The registers date frdm the year 1559. 

12 December 1901. 

An excursion was made to the War-Ditches at Cherry 
Hinton, where excavations undertaken by the Society -  are in 
progress. - 

6 February 1902; 	 - 

Another excursion was made on the 6th of February to the 
War-Ditches at Cherry Hinton. The party ,  was under the 
guidance of Professor Hughes. 

- 	 15 May 102. 	 - 

An excursion was made to Arbury Camp and Histon. 
Arbury Camp was shown by Professor Hughes. 

The party proceeded by way• of Impington to Histori 
Manor, where they were received by Mr and Mrs W. Ambrose 
Harding. Mr Harding also conducted the party Over Histon 
Church 

- 	 ARBTJRY. 

- By T. MCKENNY  HUGHES, M.A., F.R:S. 

- i. General description of the existing remains. 
Very-little is known about this remarkable earthwork except 

what we can see for ourselves. 
It consists of a well-marked semicircular earthen rampart, 

which we.will. call the valium, with traces of a ditch along the 
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thitside, which we will speak of as the fosse. We know that it 
is artificial because its form does not agree with the natural 
features' of the district, and because the gravelly subsoil which 
was obviously thrown out of the fosse now forms the surface of 
the valium. 

• 	Local tradition says that it formerly extended further west, 
but if so, the opening of gravel-pits, the process of levelling for 

• the purpose of facilitating agricultural operations, and subse-
quent cultivation have entirely obliterated all traces of its 
further extension on that side. 

I have no information as to whether anything was found 
when all that destruction of a great historical monument took 
place but we may derive some comfort from the way {n which it 
appears to .have been done. For in levelling the ground they,  
would not have dug out the fosse, but must have simply thrown 
back the material of the valium into it. As in such a structure 
the archaoiogical relics are nearly all found in the fosse, down 
the steep banks of which they tumble and get buried in the 
earthy accumulations at the bottom, and there is rarely any -
thing preserved in the valiumv we may hope that, if anyone 
should hereafter wish to excavate and collect all the informa-
tion that can be obtained about this lonely record of an 
unknown past, the evidence has not been entirely destroyed 
even under that part which ha been levelled, but that the 
fosse, along the western part, may still hold objects to which a 
date can be assigned. - 

Sometimes a good deal of evidence is obtained from the old 
surface soil on which the, valium has been heaped up. Much 
of this also remains, even beyond where the bank is still con-
spicuous. This evidence is of great importance because if any 
objects to which a date can be assigned are found in the 
ancient soil under the vallum they must clearly limit the 

• 	antiquity of the earthwork thrown up on it. 
- The enclosure was of enormous size as suchthings go. The 

circle, assuming that it was a circle of which we see about a half, 
has a diameter of about 900 feet. 

The original height of the top of the valium above the 
bottom of the fosse we can-now only guess at ; but, having 
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regard to the stratigraphical conditions and the breadth of the 
rampart, it is not likely to have been less than 25 feet. 

The fosse must have been full of water from springs in the 
base of the gravel, and the water level would determine the 
depth to which the fosse was excavated. 

If on the top of the valium there was a strong fence of some 
kind, the whole structure with its moat, steep bank, and pali-
sade would be difficult to 'rush' in the face of a determined 
body of defenders. 

ii. The probability of its being a pre-Roman structure. 
It does seem most probable that it was intendedfor defence 

and in form 
I 
and extent it agrees with some of the British 

strongholds; but these were mostly on high ground. 
Yet, on the other hand, pre-Roman remains are not un-

common in this district. In the fens near Stretham a gold 
tore was found in one place, a bronze sickle in another. In 
the fens between Stretham and Wilburton a British urn 
was found near the remains of a u.rus; while from the fens 
south of Wilburton we have the great collection of bronzes 
now in the possession of Mr Fell of Wilburton Manor, these 
were found altogether as if the boat in which they were being 
carried had gone to the bottom. Gold ring-money was found 
on Hoghill Drove, and a bronze spear on the old West River. 

There is no doubt that a sufficient number of pre-Roman 
relics have been found to make it probable that this part of 
the fenland and the banks and terraces around it were in-
habited in pre-Roman times. It would have been of little use 
to the inhabitants of this district to have a stronghold on the 
nearest hills, even if these were not already 6ccupied by other 
and posibly hostile people. If they wanted a defensible 
position to which they could retreat and drive their cattle, and 
which they could hold till the raiders had gone, it must be 
a place near and quickly accessible. The area on which 
Arbury Camp stands was then, as now, a dry gravel terrace 
above the level of the fen-floods, and if the pre-Roinan dwellers 
along the margin of the fenland had a stronghold at all, this 
was a suitable spot for it, 
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The improbability of its being a Roman work, notwith-
.staiding the occurrence of Roman remains within 'it. 

D. and S. Lysoris'.record that 'Roman coins have been found... 
within the site of the camp at Arbury'; but 'that does not go 
for much, as all that district isfull of remains of the Romans or 
Romanized British. Roman coins are still commOnly picked 
up In and around Arbury Camp. On the occasion of the visit 
of the Society I procured a dozen or more from the labourers 
who were hoeing within the area of the camp. These were 
mostly so corroded and worn as to be unrecognisable, and if 
most of those which have been found here were in the same 
condition, one would be inclined to regard that as, a proof that 
they had been long in use and as indicating the late age of the 
people who dropped them there. I' referred, them, to the 
Rev. W. G. Searle, who tells me that 'the' dates of the ;, only 
determinable ones are  

Tetiicus A.'D. 267-273. 	. 	. 
Con'stantinus 'Maximus (with Gloria Romanorum on &he 

reverse) A.D. 306-337.. 
Helena; of.whom there, were several. 	. 	. 	.. . 
I do not know what' coins were found in old times 'norin 

What condition they were. 
But the occurrence,of coins and such objects in the soil 	s 

not prove that' the earthworks were thrown, up by the p'ople 
'who left the cOins there.' They might be dropped within an 
ancient ,  enclosure, at any date, subsequent to its construction- or 
they may have been in .the soil of which the' bank .wa 'con 
stiucted. But when .•' systematic excavations' are carried' put 

 'suh questions . as' -  these can generally, be settled. 
- ThOsame authors' further remark that a Roman road, the 
ourse of which they. trace from the north-east 'coast of Norfolk, 

nin'C fromE Ely .' by the east end of. Gruity fen to Strethm, 
and 'over the old' river at' a' ford 'near:an'Ozierholt, half-a-mile 
below the:feiry-hbuse.; after which: it, goes, over' the .road: and 
;ditOh,' into the ..fen ;' b'eing.visible until. it . drops ,int, ,th,, fen, 

'Ccini6ridgeshir'e,'p.43. 	' 
2 lb. p.45.  



ARBtJRY, 	 281 

where as usual it disappears. It comes out into better ground 
at Denny-hedges, and the crest of it is plainly to be seen as it 
quits the turnpike road at the gate going into Landbach 
common, where it leaves the modern road on its left, and 
crosses the common to some closes near Landbeach, leaving 
that village about a furlong to the east. It has now the form 
of an ancient drove road, passes a place called King's-hedges, 
leaving Impington on the right; goes within a short distance .of 
Arbury camp, which is also on its right, and to which it seems 
to throw off a road then proceeds bet' . Weeu the Chesterton and 
Histon roads, straight over the lands to the, windmill; and so to 
the north-east gate of Cambridge Castle.' 

The, writers are evidently inclined to refer Arbury to the 
Romans from the coins found on the site and its connectidn 
with the supposed Roman road. 

But we must notice also that they point out a difference in - 
the character of the road near Landbeach, and the termination 
of it at the north-east gate of the Castle. 

Another old account, probably published locally and largely 
based on the History by Lysons, states that 'at a short distance 
from this village [Chesterton] are the vestiges of an ancient' 
camp, of a square form, called Arbury, or Harborough. Three 
parts of the vallum still remain, and enclose nearly six acres of 
ground, on which Roman coins are frequently found.' 
- Such guesses as to' the form and area are of course easily 

corrected by reference to the Ordnance maps, on which the camp 
is seen to be part of a circle enclosing a much larger space than 
'that mentioned. 

Its size alone would be sufficient to prevent our accepting 
the view that it is a Roman camp, for the Romans always made 
their camp proportionate to the number and, character of the 
troops to be accommodated within it. 

Its form also is conclusive on this point, for the Roman 
camps were always rectangular; its gates were always disposed 
in the same manner, and every man knew his place when the 
work was being constructed and his position in the line when 
it had to be defended. But what remains of Arbury Camp is 
part of a circle. 

C. A. S. Comm. VOL. X. 	, 	 20 
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Roman remains -may be found in a British camp if the 
Romans stormed it and held it for a time; but if they con-
templated its permanent occupation they modified it or 
constructed a regular Roman camp within it, as may be seen 
at Ardoch' in Perthshire, where strict military discipline had to 
be maintained in the face of a powerful enemy. Arbury Camp 
is certainly not a Roman structure, though it may have been 
occupied by Romans or Romanized British. 

iv. - The possibility of its having been made by Romanized 
British. 

We must next consider the possibility of its having, been 
constructed by Romanized British either during or after the 
Roman occupation. There are plenty of traces of communities 
of this age not far off. They followed the banks of gravel 
along both sides of the river, and occur sporadically far out into 

- the fens.. Unfortunately there is no place where the fragments 
of pottery from the several different settlements have been 
arranged so as to enable us to compare each new find with 
those previously discovered and thus endeavour to make out 
a chronological sequence among them. 

What throws most doubt upon this hypothesis as to the age 
and origin of Arbury Camp is the unity of design in it and its 
gieat size. From the nature of the enclosures of this age as 
described by General Pitt Rivers, and from what we see in our 
own district, we should expect to find irregular systems of 
ditches and enclosures such as could be added to from time to 
time as the growth of the community called for more room. 

We could explain away the symmetrical form because the 
irregularity of outline -in ancient defensive works is generally 
due to the builders taking advantage- of the inequalities of 
the ground and strengthening the naturally most defensible 
positions, but here on a flat gravel terrace there would be no 
object in making a wavy and therefore longer line except they 

Proc. Camb. Ant. Soc. Vol. viii. N. S., Vol. ii. -p.'57. Archceologia, Vol. live 

1895, p. 267, 	 , 	- 
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could throw out protecting forts which would enable them to 
take the attacking enemy in flank as is done in mcklern fortifi 

• cation. As the Cambridge roads are straight because, no 
physical features nor enclosures nor boundaries of properties 
called for deviation when the roads were made, so an ancient 
camp or ditch may in still earlier times have been made 
symmetrical because there was no reason for making it ir-
regular. 

But a great circular enclosure like Arbury Camp must have 
been planned at the outset with a view to what it had to 
contain, and is not the result of gradual expansion. 

• 	 v. Is it Danish or Saxon? 

When the Scandinavian rovers invaded our shores they 
sailed as far as they could up the rivers and kept within reach 
of their ships, which thus served them as a camp of refuge if 
they were hard pressed, but, when they advanced inland in 
larger, stronger bodies and occupied a district permanently, 
they constructed camps, and it has been stated that these 
camps were circular. I have not, within my own knowledge, 
a single instance where this has been proved, and, even granting 
its probability, the size of Arbury makes this -an improbable 
explanation of its age and origin, but the hypothesis must be 
kept in mind. • 

It has always been a source of wonder that the early post-
Roman invaders did not keep up and live on in the comfortable 
towns built by the Romans and Romanized-British which they 
found in Britain, and we may speculate on the possibility of 

,
their having some kind of enclosed village here and there in 
the wilder parts of the county. - 

vi. Is it Norman? 

We are not far from Belsar's Hill, which some associate 
with the advance of the Norman General, Bellasis, against the • 
Saxons of the Camp of Refuge in the Isle of Ely. Belsar's 
Hill is a circular entrenchment, in that respect like Arbury 
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Camp, but much smaller. The tradition may be founded on 
fact, and yet the Normans may not have constructed the earth-
work but only have occupied a convenient pre-existing strong -
hold. Here is another place where'systematic exploration 
might add greatly to our knowledge, not only of the archeo-
logy of our district but of the history of England. 

vii. Is it in any way connected with the King's Warren? 

We have yet anothr supposition which cannot be iismissed 
without consideration. Between Arbury and the river are the 
earthworks known as the King's Hedges, a rectangular en-
closure resting upon the raised road which runs from the Royal 
Castle of Cambridge, through the King's Warren, and is pro -
longed into the fens by the great Mere Way. Is it possible 
that we have in Arbury. a permanent work connected with the 
mode of hunting in Norman times, when the game was driven 
into an enclosure by a crowd of beaters raised by the conditions 
of land tenure from all the surrounding district? An obvious 
objection to this theory is that the place seems constructed to 
resist attack from without rather than to retain Wild beasts 
within it. 

On the whole our first suggestion seems the most probable, 
namely, that it was thrown up in pre-Roman times and was 
subsequently occupied by the Romans or. Romanized-British. 
There 'is room enough to give the imagination free play, but 
'for scientific proof we must wait for some one with a spade 
and a stout heart, who will not be easily discouraged in an 

• exploration in which from the nature of the case results may 
be slow of achievement. 

I am glad to be able to add that Mr Ambrose Harding of 
Histon Manor has promised to carry on some excavations in 
co-operation with -the. Society as soon as the condition of the 
crops admits of the, ground being broken up. - 
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17 July 1902. 

An excursion was made to Fleam Dyke, Via Devana, and 
Pampisford Ditch. 

At each halt, Professor Hughes gave some account of the 
ancient earthworks visited, and explained their relation to the 
physical geography of the district. 

7. August 1902. 

The third excursion of the season took place, on August 7th, 
twenty-eight in all being present. The party proceeded to 
Bottisham, where they were met by the Rev. J. B. Ellis, vicar.,, 
who conducted them over the church. 

The next halt was made at Bottisharn Hall, whither the 
members went by invitation of Mr Roger B. Jenyns, who con-
ducted the party through the grounds. . 

Thence the party proceeded to Anglesea Abbey, wheie 
they were entertained by the Rev. J. G. and Mrs Clark. 
Mr Clark gave some account of the Abbey. 
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