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ON TWO PIECES OF FURNITURE IN EXETER CATHEDRAL 

• FORMERLY USED FOR THE PROTECTION OF BOOKS. 

By J. W. CLARK, [\LA. 

In the course of a visit to Exeter Cathedral in September 
last I caught sight of the two boxes or desks which I am about 
to describe. As, however, their general appearance will be better 
understood from a figure than a description, I will at once 
place before my readers reproductions of the photographs which 
I was kindly allowed to have thken for my special use, merely 
premising that the objects to which I wish to draw attention 
are placed at the east end of each choir-aisle, quite syinmetri-
cally with reference to each other, on the north and south sides 
repectively of the piers which intervene between the Lady,  
Chapel and S. Mary Magdalene's Chapel on the north (fig. I), 
and the Lady. Chapel and S. Gabriel's Chapel on • the south 
(fig. 2). Moredver, as the figures shew, they are close to the 
screens which separate these chapels from the choir-aisle or 
ambulatory, and 'have therefore no connection with the Lady 
Chapel. From their position, however, they would always 
have attracted the attention of any person who was walking 
towards that chapel, as they attracted min. 

The two boxes are so exactly similar that it would be a 
mere waste of time to give a minute description of each. I 
will therefore begin by stating, with reference to both, that the 
material is oak, now black with age. Of the two halves each 
is cut out of a solid block of wood; in fact the whold box looks 
as though it had once been a beam, which was afterwards sawn 
into two longitudinally. There is no fastening, nor trace of 
any; nor is there any ornament or molding to give the slightest 
indication of date. • - 

Each box rests on four stout iron supports, sunk into the 
pier. Of these the two lower are considerably longer than the 
two upper, so that the box is set at an angle. The distance 
from the ground to the top of the upper support is 4 ft. 9 in., a 
convenient height for use when a man is standing in front of it 
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FIG. 1. Book-box to hold a book, in south quire-aisle, Exeter Cathedral. 
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Fin. 2. Box to hold a book, in north quire-aisle, Exeter Cathedral. 
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(fig. 1), whatever may have been its destination. Each longer 
support is connected with the shorter support on. the same side 
by a piece of iron which is turned up behind the box at right 
angles to its former direction, and carries a long hinge, attached 
to the inner side of the lid, or upper half, of the box. 

On the outside each box is 17 in. long, by 9 in. broad, and 
4 in. thick when closed; on the inside each half is hollowed 
internally into a tray measuring 13 in. by 7 in. The depth 
differs slightly in the lid and in the fixed half of the box, 
being 2 1  in. in the latter, and R in. in the former; so that the 
total depth of the spice inside is 3A in. 

The box next to S. Gabriel's Chapel has a hole 2 in. squareS 
cut in the lid (fig. 1). This hole is not cut with clean sides 
right through the wood, but at an eighth of an inchbelow the 
surface it. is rebated, as if it had been intended to support 
something, say a plate of metal. I have heard that these boxes 
are sometimes called money-boxes, probably from the presence 
of this hole; but this attribution can hardly be correct, in the 
'absence of any fastening. On the other hand I feel myself 
wholly unable to sug'gest any use for the hole in question. 

Let us now turn to the box next to S. Mary Magdalene's 
Chapel (fig. 2). The only difference worth notice is that the 
external angies of the lid are roughly chamfered; and that the 
hinges, instead of being sunk into the lid, are nailed to the 
inner face, with a groove cut into the sides of the lower half to 
receive them. At the bottom of this lower half is an object 
which reveals, as I think, the original destination of the two 
boxes. It is a piece of wood about an eighth of an inch thick, 
and 41 in. wide, filling the tray from top to bottom. Along the 
edge of it nearest to the centre of the tray are six grooves, 
each about 1 in. long by about 1 in. wide, and in. apart. 
A hole has been bored through the end of each groove, as is 
well shewn in the illustration (fig. 2). That this piece of 
wood—which is securely nailed- to the tray—was once the 
left-hand board of a book, is placed beyond doubt by the 
presence, in the third and fourth grooves -counting from the 
top, of a piece of the leather thong which, in medieval binding, 
was commonly fastened into the board by a peg or other 
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- device, whence it was carried along a groove, through a hole at 
the end, and round the back of the volume, into the corre-
sponding board on the other side'. On some now forgotten 

• occasion the book was violently wrenched out of its case, bt 
the board which still remains as a mute witness of what then 
took place was so securely fastened down that it effectually 
resisted the efforts of the spoiler to remove it. Whoever he 
was, he was evidently in a hurry, and cut through the leathern 
thongs rather than wait for a few moments until a hammer 
and chisel could be brought to bear upon the stubborn nails. 

In the box on the opposite side of the Cathedral there are 
marks of at least four nails in the bottom, and part of one nail 
is still sunk in the wood. 

It should be noticed that the books which were once fixed 
in these boxes—_whatever may have been their original desti-
nation—must have been far smaller than those which after the 

• Reformation were kept in churches for the use of the public. 
It may, however, be suggested that the comparative smallness 
of their size may account for the extraordinary precautions 
taken to preserve them. It is possible, too, that they were 

- remarkable for the beauty of their penmanship, or of their 
illuminations. 

I think it not improbable that before the invention of 
printing books of general use were frequently placed in 
Cathedrals for the public benefit. At Exeter itself in 1327 
there was a Breviary and a Missal chained in the quire for the 
use of the people (ad deserviendum populo'); and in 1433-34 a 
copy of the Rationale divinorurn officiorum of iDurand was 
given to the Cathedral, and a chain was bought for it', but 
nothing is said as to the part of the church in which it was 
placed. It further appears from an inventory, taken in 1506, 
that at that time there were two sets of books chained in the 
Cathedral. The following seven volumes were "behind the 

1 A medieval book was exhibited, to illustrate the method here described. 
2 Lives of the Bishops of Exeter [etc.]. By Geo. Oliver, D.D. 8vo. Exeter, 

1861, p. 309. 
Roll of Accounts, Mich. 12, Hen. VI.—Mich. 13, Hen. VI. Exp. necess.... 

In j. cathena empta pro libro vocato Rationale diuinorum cathenando in 
ecciesia cathedrali Exon' dato eidem per B. Bolter, xvjd. 

22-2 
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treasurer's stall " ; namely, a Bible in three volumes, Nicholas 
de Lyra, also in three volumes, and a Concordance; and 'behind 
the succentor's stall" a far larger collection, in fact, a small 
library containing the most important text-books in civil and 
canon law. I give a list of them, slightly expanded from. the 
Latin original. 

Codex of Justinibr. 
Commentary of Cinus, a Bolognese jurist (1270-1336), on the Codex. 
Digest, in three parts (vetus, inforciatum, novum). 
Primum volumen (the first volume of the Corpus Juris). 
Decreta. 
The Decretals. 
Commentary of Hugutio, bp. of Ferrara, d. 1212, on the Decretals. 
Sext, or sixth book of the Decretals. 
Clementine, with the glosses of all the Commentators: a collection of 

Decretals in continuation of the Sext. 
Summa of Henry of Susa, called Hostiensis, on the Titles of the 

Decretals. 
Commentary of Pope Innocent IV on the five books of. the Decretals. 
Speculum judiciale of William Durantis'. 

A few instances of the practice elsewhere may be quoted. 
At Canterbury Erasmus observed in the nave of the cathedral 

some books fixed to the pillars, among which is the Gospel of 
Nicodemus." In S. George's Chapel, Windsor, is the following 
•inscription, arranged in eight ines, incised upon a stone 47 in. 
long, by 17 in. deep, inserted in the space immediately below 
a niche which doubtless once contained the book, probably a 
breviary, referred to in the text: 

Who leyde this booke here [?] The Reverend Fader in god Richard 
Beauchamp Bisschop 1 of this Diocyse of Sarysbury and wherfor [?] To 
this entente that Preestis and ministers I of goddis chirche may here have 
the occupacion therof seyyng therin tiieyr divyne servyse and for alle 
othir that lystyn to sey therby ther devocion. 

Askyth he any spirituall mede [?] I Yee as moche as oure Lord lyst to 
reward hym for his good entent praying euery man I  wOs dvte or de 
uocion is eased by this booke they woll sey for hym this commune Oryson 
Domine Jesu Christe: kneling in the presence of this holy Crosse for the 
wyche the Reuerend Fadir in god aboueseyd bathe grauntid of the. 
tresure of the Churche to euery man xl dayys of pardun' I 

1 These two lists are printed by Oliver, Ut supra, p.359. 
2 .Peregrinatio religions ergo, ed. J. G. Nichols. Svo. Lond. 1875, p. 41. 

I have to thank my friend the Rev, J. N, DaltOn, M.A., Canon of Windsor, 
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Richard Beauchamp was made Bishop of Salisbury in 1450, 
and Dean of Windsor in 1481. The niche bearing the above 
inscription is on the iiorth side of the south choir-aisle at its 
eastern end. There are. three similar niches in the chapel: 
one opposite to this against the south wall of the same aisle; 
and two in the north aisle, similarly placed with reference to 
each other. Each is 52 in. broad by 50 in. high, and 18 in. 
deep, and would easily hold a large folio volume laid open, 
while their height above the pavement,, 44 in., would be con 
venient for readers. 

In the Ca?thedral of Le Mans there is a small niche against 
one of the piers of the south choir-aisle, with an inscription 
recording that one of the canons "gave this breviary for the 
use of those who have none of their own. Pray God for him'." 
Unfortunately no date is appended. 

Dr M. R. JAMES suggested that perhaps the building of a 
new Library at Exeter had been rendered necessary by the 
accretion of a large number of books given by Bishop John - 
Grandison (d. 1369). This bishop was a great collector of 
books: his hand is traceable as correcting or annotating a 
good many of the Exeter MSS. in the Bodleian. In a Lambeth 
MS. (203) and in a copy of Gregory of Tours at Trinity College 
(0. 10. 23) his notes are particularly' copious. In the latter, 
especially, he calls attention more than once to the rarity of 
the book and to the faulty Latinity of Gregory. - 

It would be well worth while to hunt up, in the Bodleian 
and elsewhere, the books that once belonged to hin. 

Exeter has been fortunate in respect of book-collecting 
bishops. The name of Leofric was familiar in this respect. 
Out of the fifty-two books he left to his Cathedral thirteen are 
readily recognizable as now extant, and there are two or three 
others in our libraries which are not named in his catalogue. 

for kindly copying this inscription for me. See also Davis and Tighe, Annals 
of Windsor, i. 424, n. 

The words are: "dedit istud breviariurn pro usu indigencium. Orate 
deum pro eo." I think that the word "indigencium" does not signify a poor 
man in the ordinary sense of those words, but as I have translated it in the 
text. I visited Le Mans in September, 1890. 
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