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The Rev. Dr H. P. STOKEs referred to the long period 
during which Rotheram's gifts of books exteflded. That such 
donations commenced sometime before May 1475, when the 
University enrolled his name among its benefactors, is shewn 
by the fact that the book-plate long used by the University 
Library had on it the Rotheram arms impaled with those of 
the see of Rochester'. The prelate had in 1472 been translated 
to Lincoln from the bishopric of Rochester (to which he had 
been consecrated in 1468). Grace Boo/c A contains several 
references to Rotheram's donations of books to the University. 
Such gifts continued after he had been made Archbishop of 
York (1480); see, for instance, entries under date 1483-4. 
Grace Boo/c B would also show that the Archbishop continued 
his gifts at least as late as the year 1492-3; 

0. 

APOSTLE SPOONS. 

By H. D. CATLING, B.A. 

ALL authorities are agreed that apostle spoons were 
initially designed as christening presents, though it is im 
possible to say exactly how and when the custom originated. 
But certain it is that the practice extended over a period of 
nearly two hundred years, a fact proved by existing specim'ens, 
the oldest of which bears the hall-mark of 1493, while, the 
most modern dates from the year 1665. Opulent sponsors 
seem to have given a complete set; those of more moderate 
circumstances, four spoons, while the poorer sort contented 
themselves with the gift of one, bearing the figure'of theirown 
patron saint, or of the saint after whom the child was named, 
or to whom the child was dedicated. S 

• 	It was, no doubt, with this custom in mind that Shakespeare 
wrote the following passage in King Henry VIII, v. 2: 

"King Henry. 	 ' 'My lord of Canterbury, 
I have a suit which you must not deny me; 
This is a fair young maid that yet wants baptism, 

• You must be godfather, and answer for her. 
1 The Rotheram book-plate was only discontinued in the middle of the 

nineteenth century. 
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Cranmer. The greatest monarch now alive may glory 
In such an honour; how may.  I deserve it, 
That' am a poor and humble subject to you? 

King Henry. Come, come, my lord, you'd spare your spoons." 

and again in the same play, V. 3:- 

"Porter. On my Christian conscience, this one Christening will beget 
a thousand; here will be father, godfather, and all together. 

Man. The spoons will he the bigger, Sir." 

Hone, too, in his Everyday Book, I. 179, writes: 'An 
anecdote is rekted of Shakespeare and Ben Jonson which bears 
upon the usage; Shakespeare was godfather to one of Jonson's 
children, and after the christening; being in a deep study, 
Jonson cheeringly asked him why he was so melancholy? 
"Ben," said he, "I have been considering a great while what 
should be the fittest gift for me to bestow upon my godchild, 
and I have resolved it at last." "I prithee what?" said Ben. 
"I' faith Ben," answered Shakespeare, "I'll give him a dozen 
good latten spoons and thou shalt translate them." 

'The word latten, intended as a play upon Latin, is the name 
for thin iron tinned, of which spoons and similar small articles 
of household use are sometimes made.' 

Ben Jonson himself, in his Bartholomew Fair also mentions 
the custom, and moreover particularises the fashioning of the 
spoons :—"And all this for the hope of• a couple of Apostle 
spoons, and a cup to eat candle in." 

So Middleton, in his Comedy of a Chaste Maid of Cheap-
side: 

"Second Gossip. What has he given her? what is it, Gossip? 

Third Gosszp. A faire high standing cup, two great 'postle spoons, one 
of them gilt." 

Again, in Beaumont and Fletcher's Noble Gentleman we 
find:- 

"I'll be a gossip, Bewford, 
I have an odd Apostle spoon." 

Lastly, and important as showing that the custom was then 
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on the decline, we have the following passage in Shipman's 
Gossips, published in 1666 :- 

"Especially since gossips now 
Eat more at christeniugs, than -bestow. 
Formerly when they used to troul - 	 - 
Gilt bowls of sack, they gave the bowl, 	 - 
Two spoons at least an use ill kept; 
'Tis well if now our own be left." 

We now pass to a consideration of the spoons themselves. 
Their name is, of course, derived from the. figures of the 
Apostles which they bear on the handles, and the emblems are * 
in - strict accordance with primitive Christian tradition, being 
probably taken from the Byzantine Manual, though it must be 
admitted that this work omits St James the Less, St Jude, 
and St Matthias, their places being taken by St Paul, St Luke, 
and St Mark. In the emblems, as depicted on the spoons, 
there is not much variation to be noted, but the saw is some-
times given to StJude - as well- as to St Simon Zelotes. No 
rule seems to have existed with respect to the position of the 
emblems, sinc they are found on either side of the figure. In 
length the spoons vary as much as an inch, the shortest known 
to the writer. being 6 ins., the longest 7 ins.; these latter 

• being at Christ's College, and presumably of foreign manu-
facture. In weight, too, a considerable differnce is to be found, 
but this is easily explained on the score of age, and according 
as the spoons have been much or little used in point of 
rarity, the figure of the Saviour (or "Master" as it is always 
designated) takes the foremost place, and was probably - only 
included in complete sets, a circumstance which is easily under-

• stood when we consider th9 object of the spoon. The hat, or 
nimbus, was, it is suggested, affixed to save the features of the 

/ saint from effacement.  

The rarity of the "Master" spoon has just been noted, but 
how much more so is a complet set can lest be illustrated by 
the statement that on-ly one 1  such is believed to exist, vjz. that 

1 Since the above was written another set has made its appearance in a 
London auction room where it realised the remarkable sum of £4900. The 
existence of these spoons .was unknown until a few weeks before the sale (vide 
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which was sold early in 1901, and is known to collectors as the 
'Swettenham set, from thCheshire family to which it for-
merly belonged. These spoons bear the hall-mark of 1616. 

One other so-called set ,is in the possession of the Gold-
smiths' Company, a gift from the late Mr George Lambert, 
F.S.A., but the figures on these spoons are said by a leading 
London expert to have been added at a date subsequent to the 
hail- mark,' and are therefore spurious. 

Mehtion' must also be made of the set in the possession of 
Corpus Christi College; bu1 here again a difficulty presents 
itself; for, while comprising the entire 13 sJ,00ns, they are 
not all of the same year; one, supposed to represent St Paul, 
being 50 years older than the others. These are doubtless the 
13 spoons alluded to in the inscription on Archbishop Parker's 
Standing Salt—" Salinum hoc cum pixide pro pipere in oper 
culo cum 13 coclearibus deaufatis quae hnt (habent) Chrilrn 
(Christum) et aplôs (apostolos)," more especially as his will 
names "one spoon and twelve others." But this distinction 
taken in conjunction with the hall-mark on the one spoon 
(1515-16) suggests the theory that it may represent the sole 
survivor of the set given by Dr Cosyn (Master 1487-1515) 
"twelve new 'Master' and 'Apostles'' spoons "—as the term 
"new" would be correctly, applied to an- article made in the 
year in which he died. Mc;reover, Archbishop Parker is knon 
to have recovered a salt given to the College by Dr Cosyn, and 

Times, 17 July, 1903), in which they were catalogued as .being "The property 
of a gentleman in whose family they have descended as heirlooms for many 
generations past." Each is 7j ins, in length and bears the hall-mark of 1536, 
the total weight of' the set being 32 ozs. 19 dwts. They were thus described by 
the auctioneers: "A complete set of 19 Henry the Eighth Silver Apostle 
Spoons, the figures gilt, finely modelled and chased, the inside of the bowls 
bearing the Sacred Monogram in black-letter contemporary engraved on hatched 
ground in a circle." 

The appearance of the Sacred Monogram suggests the theory that the set 
was made for presentation to some abbey, as it is evident from the workmanship 
that the engraving was executed before the spoons received the hall-mark. 
Apart from the early date, the massive character and fine preservation . of'each 
spoon makes th,e set of the' highest importance, and it is also worthy, of noicè 
that one of the Apostles'represented is Judas Iscariot—a most unusual circum-
stance. 
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this fact strongly supports the theory, although no mention is 
anywhere made of the spoon beyond that already given. 

Of the six apostle spons belonging to Christ's College 
there is little to add beyond the fact that they form a part of 
the Founder's bequest, and that on the division of Lady Mar -
garet's plate the remainder of the set went to St John's, where 
all trace of them was lost. 

The most noticeable features of the spoons now on exhibi-
tion' is the period of time they cover, ranging as they do from 
1561 to 1650—about half the period during which the custom 
of presentiiig them prevailed. The figures of the apostles are 
bf the usual type, with the exception of the two speéimens 
representing St Peter. These are much larger than the ordi 
nary ones, especially, the nimbus, and possibly represent a later 
fashion, though it is impossible to be certain on the point, as 
the date letter is wanting on each. 

Taking them in the order of the hall-marks, we have 
St Jude. 1561-2. Black letter "I)," small. Weight, 

1 oz. 13 dwts. Length, 7 in. The figure of the apostle is very 
heavy, and the weight, together with the fresh appearance of 
the engraving, ind9ce the belief that the apostle is of later 
date than the stem and bowl of the spoon, and possibly belongs 
to the next century. The symbol is of unusual shape. The 
rim of the nimbus is fluted, as is also the pedestal. The, 
maker's mark is a trefoil leaf in circle, which approximates 
somewhat to that found on a tazza at Christ's College bearing 
the date letter of 1572-3, and may correspond with a mark of 
this description catalogued by Chaffers as found on apostle - 
spoons under the years 1562 and 1564. - 

St James the Less. 157 5-6. Black letter "5," small. 
Weight, 1 oz. 13dwts. Length, 6 in. The nimbus and pedestal 
are both plain. The maker's mark is undistinguishable, in 
shaped shield. 

St James the- Greater. 1589-0. Roman letter "M," 
'capital. Weight, 1 oz. 11 dwts.' Length, 7 in. The pedestal 
is plain, and the nimbus of the variety known as "St Esprit," 
with eight rays. The maker's mark is a " W " in "C," or 

1 May 11, 1903. 
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crescent, contained in a shaped shield, and resembles that first 
given by Cripps on a seal-headed spoon under date 1585-6, 
and occurring on seal-headed' spoons of 1590, 1596, 1602, 1603, 
1609, 1611, and 1612. 5 

St Matthias. 1594-5. Roman letter "R," capital. 	 S 

	

Weight, I oz. 10 dwts. Length, 7 in. The figure is without 	 S  
beard 'and' carries, in addition to an axe, an emblem closely 
resembling that borne by St James the Less—presumably a 
cockle-shell. St Esprit nimbus, with eight rays. Plain pedestal. 
The maker's mark is a ' T" in crescent, in plain shield, which 
is catalogued by Chaffers under the years 1602 and 1613, though 
Ciipps gives a somewhat similar mark under the year 1586-7. 

Here it may be of interest to remark that only 11 'speci-
mens of Elizabethan apostle spoons are catalogued by Cripps 
and Chaffers, but as no two of them bear the same hall-mark 
they may be included simply for the sake of the date letters; 
but in any case, the circumstance wohid point to a scarcity of 
spoohs of this period. S S  

St Matthew. 16 10-11. Lombardic letter "N," with 
external cusps. Weight, 1 oz. 12 dwts. Length, 7 T 6 in. The 
figure carries a bag, and not the wallet illustrated by Cripps, 
and found on this apostle in the Corpus set. St Esprit nimbus, 
with eight rays. Pedestal engraved. The maker's mark is a 
billet in a crescent similar to that first given by Cripps on a 
seal-headed spoon of the year 1607-8, and occurring on similar 
spoons of 1609, 1611 and 1612. 

St Philip. 1618-9. Italic letter "A," small. This 
date letter cannot be guaranteed, but it certainly comes within 
the period 1613-1638, and is most probably the one given. 
Weight, 2 oz. 1 dwt. Length, 7 in. 'Plain nimbus and'pedestai. 
The maker's name is practically obliterated, but the remaining 
traces seem to suggest that . given on the preceding spoon. 

St Philip. 1629-0. Italic letter "M," small. Weight, 	 S  
1 oz. 16 dwts. Length,. 71 in. St Esprit nimbus, with seven 

	

rays. Pedestal engraved.. The maker's mark is apparently 	 S  
K I. with pellet above and below, in shaped shield. No such 
mark is given by Cripps ;  but Chaffers chronicles i under the 
year 1640.  



432 	 H. D. CATLING 

St James the Greater. 1650-1. Court hand "N." 
Weight, 1 oz. 11 dwts. Length, 7 in. Plain nimbus and pedes-
taL The maker's mark is I. I., in plain shield, similar to that 
given by Cripps under dates 1:640-1 and 1642-3, but without 
the pellet below. Chaffers, however, records the mark as exist-
ing with the pellets variously placed on specimens of 1623, 
1638, 1639, 1640, 1651, 1654, 1663, and 1665, which seems to 
point to a maker (or family) of distinction in the trade. 

This is a fine and rare specimen of the Commonwealth 
period, when the silversmith's art suffered from the distractions 
of the Civil War, and when but little trade was done, to judge 
from the few specimens that have come down to us. Of Com 
monwealth spoons, indeed, but seyen specimens are catalogued; 
of the years 1651 (4), 1654, 1655, and 1657, which justifie's us 
in assuming that this i, perhaps, the earliest apostle spoon of 
the period now extant. 

St Jude. 1638 (?). Weight, l'oz. 12'dwts Length, 
7 in. The emblem of the Apostle corresppnds with that on the 
spoon of 1561-2. St Esprit nimbus, with nine rays. Pedestal 
plain. 

This spoon bears the mark of Exeter (a crowned letter X) 
in the bowl, in the place of the usual leopard's head. The 
date can only be surmised, or, at best, approximated, as no 
date letter appears to have been stamped on pieces made in 
this city previous to the year. 1701.- The crowned X. is the 
earliest mark known, being• subsequently changed to a tower of 

• three castles. Specimens of Exeter make are comparatively 
common, 11 being catalogued by Chaffers, no less than seven 
of which were formerly in the collection of the late Dr Ashford, 
f Torquay. All have a date pounced on the back of the bowl, 

though many are undoubtedly of earlier nanufacture than the 
figures jnscribed. - The one under notice bears the date 1638, 
together with initials "I. M." which probably denote the name 
of the child to whom the spoon was given. The maker's mark 
is "E ", over "A' surrounded by four pellets,, and is thrice re-
peated on the stem, presumably to mark the standard of siher 
employed.. •This mark also occurs on a spoon in the possession 
of Mr Cripps, which came from Dr Ashford's collection. - 

11 
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S't John. 1640 (?). Weight'; 1 oz. 12 dwts. Length, 
7 in. Plain nimbus and pedestal. The date on this .spoon is 
pounced on the nimbus, with the initials "W. H." above, and 

R. C." below. The date letter isobliterated. The maker's 
mark is apparently a six-rayed star, in shaped shield, but is 
very indistinct. No such mark occurs in either Cripps or , 
Cháffers, but a five-rayed star is given under the year 1596. 

As this is the second spOon exhibited with pounced initials 
it. may be as well to mention a specimen which seems to solve 
all doubts As to their meaning: "A. H.. Nata Ai'io Dfli 1578. 
Octob. 10. Inter br. 12 et Pri. in Aurora.' Siisceptore Gual. 
Moyse," whcrein it is certain that the initials denote the name 
of the child, as suggested in the case of the previous spoon. 
When a double: set of initials occur it is - probable that the •  
former denote the child; the latter the sponsor. 

St Peter. Seventeenth century. Date letter oblite-
rated. Weight, 2 oz. 1 dwt. Length, 7 in. Nimbus plain, but 
very large, with notched edge. - Pedestal engraved. 'Key turned 
outwards. The maker's mark is "I. I." with a pellet between, 
in plain shield, which suggests that 'the maker was the same 
(or of the same family) as' that of the spoon of 1650-1, 'and 
almost certainly fixes the date of the specimen as about the 
thiddle of theeventeenth century..  

St Peter. (?) Weight, 2 oz. 1 dwt. Length, 7.1  in. 
Date letter and maker's mark obliterated. St Esprit nimbus 
large, with eight rays. Rim notched. Pedestal plain. Key 
tuined inwards. Only mark, the leopard's head on the. stem-
a most unusual position. The bowl is modern, with a rat-tail 
pattern, and from the traces of elaborate ornament may prob-
ably be assigned 'to the early Georgian period. 
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