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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

<tt:ambrt'bgt gntiquarian ~J.ltittJl;

WITH

COMMUNICATIONS MADE TO THE SOCIETY.

20 October, 1905-28 May, 1906.

Friday, 20 October, 1905.

The Reverend WILLIAM GEORGE SEARLE, M.A., Presidellt,
In the Chair.

W. ~I. FLINDERS PETRIE, Professor of Egyptology at Uni-
versity College, London,· Honorary Member of the Society,
made a comlnunication

ON RECENT EXPLORATIONS IN SINAI.

Monday, 23 October, 1905.

The Reverend the President in the Chair.

Dr A. C. HADDON made the following remarks on retiring
from the office of President:

The time has now come when I must relinquish the post
to which you called me two years ago, and at the sanle time
give an account of my stewardship. If you lJave read our last
two Annual Reports you will have seen that there have been
several changes in (lur Society. We have had the pleasure of
welcoming many new members, and have lost our usual pro-
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286 ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT

portion of old ones by death or resignation; on the whole,
however, our ntlmbers show a regular increase. The first
anxiety that confronted me after taking office was the resig-
nation of Mr T. D. Atkinson, who relinquished the post of
Secretary, which he had held for many years to the advantage
of the Society. In the Annual Report, presented 16 May,1904,
will be found an appreciatiorl of his services. A good Secretary
is essential to the welfare of any society, as he is really the
principal officer; a President is a figure-head. Sometimes he
is a little rnore; but the Secretary is the propeller so-to-speak,
it is he that makes the good ship go. Such certainly has
been my experience in our present Secretary, who has intro-
duced new life into various departments of the activities of
the Society.

Anl0ng the innovations I may mention the open meetings,
which have been devoted mainly to the exhibition of specitnens,
and have been conducted in a less formal manner than our
ordinary meetings. The good attendance proves that they
have been appreciated. An entirely new departure has been
the initiation of a Photographic Stlfvey of Cambridgeshire.
The object we had in view was to preserve pictorial records
of everything of human interest that was photographable. The
organisation of this Sllrvey has been placed in the able hands
of Dr F. J. AlIen, and we hope that this ,viII form an important
part in the future work of our Society.

The needs of Otlr Library have not been neglected, and a
considerable addition llas been made to our list of exchanges.

The visit of the British Association for the Advancement
of Science to Cambridge last year did not practically affect
our Society, but it accelerated the rearrangement of some of
the Collections in tIle Mtlseum, and these can now be studied
more conveniently than heretofore. The Society has also
exhibited activity in the drawing up of an Appeal for the
building of aNew Museum. This is to us a matter of vital
importance, as the advance of our subject so largely depends
on the accumulation and classification of objects of archreo-
logical and antiqtlarian interest. Unless these are arranged so
as to be readily accessible for study our work will be hampered;
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while the adequate exhibition of our collections will not only
interest and inform \?isitors to the Museum, but will tend to
attract new students, and stimulate fresh investigations.

Your former Presidents have been distincruished for theiro
knowledge of Archreological or Antiquarian lore, but, un-
fortunately, I cannot .lay clairn to such a distinction. I therefore
regard my election a.."J a recognition by the Suciety of the
intimate relation that exists between Archreology and Eth-
nology, and to a desire to strengthen that tie which is already
recognised in the official title of our Museum.

Among the native races of our Empire peoples in every
stage of culture have been represented. It was not so very
long ago that we "civilised "English destroyed the last sur...
viving race that were still in their palreolithic stage. We
ourselyes 'vere too barbaric to postpone exterminating the
Tasmanians until we had investigated their sociology and
religious customs and beliefs. Tllat opportunity llas gone for
ever.

At the present day the Australians, Papuans, and .l\lela-
nesiarls are living in a stage of culture comparable to the
neolithic age of Europe. I have myself seen Papuans llollowing
out canoes from tree-trunks with polished stone adzes. Of
late ~years a considerable amount of scientific ,vork has been
done in the field in parts of Australia and Ne,v Guinea, and
to a rDucb le~s extent in the Melanesian Archipelago. There
are Inany anthropological problerns in Melanesia tllat require
investigation in the immediate future, since the dying out or
modification of arts, crafts, customs, and beliefs that is now
taking place, and the shifting and mixing of populations, ,viII
soon render their solution difficutt, or even impossible. Although
the material" culture in Melanesia is every\vhere pretty much
on the same level, there are various grades of social culture;
for example, mother-right is generally distrib.uted, but in nlany
places it has been partially or totally replaced by father-right.
With this transformation is associated the evolution of the
family and the distribution and inheritance of property. !lela-
nesia is also a favourable area for tracing the emergence of
government, as all stages occur between the regulation of

19-2
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public affairs by a conclave of elders and the establishment of a
powerful chief with nlore or less autocratic powers. All the
manifold usages and beliefs that are grouped under the term
religion require detailed local st.udy, and much more informa-
tion is desirable concerning the remarkable development of
secret societies in Melanesia. \Vhat is required at the present
day is intensive stlldies of restricted areas, for it is only by
careful regional study that the real meaning of institutions and
their metamorphoses can be understood.

It has also been my good fortune to visit Borneo, where the
majority of the people are in a stage of culture comparable
to that of the Bronze Age of Europe. I have myself sacrificed
to omen birds, and llave several times witnessed diviIlation by
means of a pig's liver.

A few weeks ago it ,vas my privilege to visit South Africa,
where the former, and to some extent the existing, condition
of the ZUlllS is strongly reminiscent of the culture of the
ancient Germans as recorded by rI'acitus. Both races ,vere a
semi-agricultural, semi-pastoral people, but feebly attached
to the soil, under the leadership of clliefs wllo ,vere frequently
able and ferocious warriors. The folk-wanderings in South
Africa afford a remarkable parallel to those of early Europe;
but I have no time to dwell llpon these and other parallels.
Some of yOl1 were present in this lecture-theatre when
Sir Richard Temple, Bart., C. I. E., delivered an Address in
connection with the Board of Anthropological Studies on The
Practical Value of Anthropology. Let me specially comrnend
this valuable lecture to YOllr notice!.

I should like to refer once more to the proposed ne,vMusellln,
because in all those studies for whicll ,ye are responsible a
Mllseum is a necessity. A Musellm bears exactly the same
relation to our studies as a library does to llistorians and
literary people, for it is impossible to carry on such studies
as ours without a MuseUln. The need for this is pressing, as
the specimens which it is desired to put in Museums are
becoming more and more rare. The natives are giving up
their old customs and mode of life, and specimens illustrating

1 It has been printed above, pp. 223-240.
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these are rapidly becoming more difficult to obtain; and if
we do not collect them at the earliest opportunity we run
grave risks of for ever having thenl unrepresented in our Mu-
sellm. It is a reproach to England that we do not sufficiently
realise the educational importance of Musellffis. Germany, and
especially America, are more fully alive to the necessity of
Museums for instruction and research. Let me emphasize
once more that Museums are an invaluable factor in the
teaching of any subject; and in Ethnology they are of in-
creasing value, since we shall not be able to obtain specimens
in the future. We, of all people in the world, have this great
obligation laid upon us, and how, with the existing apathy,
we are going to fulfil it, I do not know.

The President th~nked Dr Haddon for his remarks, and
said:

I think Dr Haddon is quite right ill reminding us of the carelessness of
the English people with regard to our Museums. I myself have one hobby,
coins, and I am much anll0yed to see the very large collections which
have been given to foreign Museums and not to England. Mr White
Keith, all Indian official, who during the course of his stay in India made
a large collection of oriental coins, asked his (the Chairman's) help to
decipher those of note. It was of course expected that Mr White Keith
would make some return. But, instead, he sent the whole collection to
Amsterdam, and it was disposed of by auction.

The Report for the year 1904-5 was then presentee} to the
Society and passed.

SIXTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT.

The salient point which call~ for notice in the ~ork of the
Society since t~e isslle of the last Report has been the rem-oval to
Calnbridge of the Roman Pavement discovered at Landwade by
our member, Mr Stephenson. Such objects should remain in sit?!'
if possible, but in this case the pavement lay In the middle of
a field then being planted as an orchard, and so far a,vayfrom
any dwelling that it would have been necessary to build a house
on the spot for a caretaker for its protection. This was inlpossible,
and the transfer was therefore undertaken and skilfully accom-
plished by Professor Hughes and his staff. The pavement is
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