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Monday, 18 May, 1908: 

R. BOWES, Esq., Treasurer, in the Chair. 

The Reverend F. G. WALKER, M.A., read the following 
paper which was illustrated by lantern slides. 

REPORT ON THE EXCAVATIONS AT BARTON 

Black Ash Ditch. 
The Barton earthwork forced itself upon my attention the 

first time I cycled past it on my way to Comberton, the parish 
of which I have the charge. Riding by the spot at least six 
times each week during the past twoyears the possibilities of 
the site made more and more impression upon my mind, and 
as one can never, see such a spot without longing to. put spade 
to it, I determined, that, owner and tenant being propitious, I 
would one day see what was the origin of so tempting a morsel 
from the antiquary's point of view. 

Last November on the representation of the subject by 
Professor Hughes and myself, the Council of our Society made 
a grant, in order that the ground might be thoroughly 
explored. 

I must express my very sincere thanks to the Council for 
thus providing me with a piece of work, which, in spite of the 
winter's rain and cold, was very delightful. Let me take this 
opportunity of thanking Professor Hughes for, what so inrrny 
of us have experienced at his hands, much kindly help and 
sympathy, as well as useful criticism, and also add my acknow-
ledgements to Mr Geoffrey Keynes, of Pembroke College, for 
his indefatigable and cheery assistance. 

The thanks of the Society are due to the University which 
owns the land, and to the tenant, Mr B. Warwick, for giving 
us permission to excavate. 

These earthworks are situated in a grass field 31 miles 
from Great St Mary's Church; Cambridge, and can be reached 
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as follows:—go -  along the Barton and Wimpole road to the 
third mile stone from Cambridge; take the first turning to the 
right, and the field is the second one on the left side of the 
road. - 

The earthworks comprise two oblong, areas, enclosed by 
moats. 

The larger one measures 
Outside 	 Inside 

Northern side A—B 160 ft. E—F 110 ft. 
Southern 	C—D 180 ft. G—H 140 ft. 
Eastern 	A—C 200 ft. E—G 150 ft. - 
Western ,, B—D 180 ft. F—W130 ft. 

It is surrounded by a moat 30 ft. wide by 6 ft. 6 ins, deep, 
that is, to the original bottom. Much silting has occurred, so 
that in places, especially on the east side, the moat is but 2 ft. 
deep. 

The smaller area KJI.L.M. is fairly rectangular, and mea-
sures 60 ft. by 80 ft. Its moat is 20 ft. wide, and was originally 
5 ft. deep, though now only 2 or 3 ft. 

We may practically discard the smaller moat 'from our 
calculations. The long trench, marked on Fig. 1, though dug 
only 4 ft. deep reached solid gault at 3 ft and disclosed but 
few fragments of late mediaeval pottery. Nothing whatever 
had been turned out by the moles whose heaps covered the 
whole space. 

Of the two trenches at the W. corner of the larger moat 
the longer one only gave evidence of mediaeval date in the. 
shape of sherds, the shorter one was dug in absolutely undis-
turbed ground. 

Made earth 	9 inches. 
Coarse gravel 2 ft. to 2 ft. 6 ins 
Gault. 

All that follows refers to the larger area. 
The whole field slopes gradually from N. to S. and water 

easily flows away to the S. towards the Bourne Brook; all the 
village drains and ditches carry water in that direction. 

We were much troubled by water rising in the trenches as 
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we worked. Quite a foot or fifteen inches of the: Black Ash 
was under water the whole time. The pump was kept going 
every day. 

BARTON MOATS 

off 

sI 	I 
64  

Fig. 1.. 

The land must have been drier in the days when this site 
was first occupied, or fires could not have been lighted, as they 
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were, 5 or 6 ft. below the level of the present surface, of the 
ground. 

At the N. corner of this area is a mound raised about 4 ft. 
above the level of the rest of the enclosure, extending and 
sloping some 50 ft. towards the S. and E. 

The entrance over the moat seemed to be at the E. corner 
between A. and E. When the trench was dug here, the 
ground was found to have been disturbed, presumably for 
putting in two bush drains through which we cut. 

The earthworks which appeared above ground were of 
mediaeval date, made most probably about 800--1000 A.D. 

The fragments of pottery, which were found at the bottom of 
the four sections across the moat, as well as the position of a 
Norman spur, sufficiently prove this. 

The removal of all stones from the site of the earlier build-
ing, as is so often the case in East Anglia where there is a 
scarcity of building stone, makes this clear. 

The probability is that the Saxon or Norman house, of 
which this moat was the defence, stood on this larger area—
one may say on the mound And that this was pulled down, 
and rebuilt where the present Manor House (now called Uni-
versity Farm) stands, the material of the old house being used 
in constructing the new one. The earliest document in the 
possession of the , University, preserved in the .  Registrary's 
Office, relating to this house is dated 1595; It,and the docu-
ments succeeding it in point of date, seem to show that the 
Martins; the family then owning it, had been dwelling there 
some time. The Farm has been University proprty since it 
was purchased from the Martin family, for about £1500, in 
1681. 

The first trench dug was across the moat at P.O. on plan, 
and then the one marked Q.O. This was to throw possible 
light upon the age of the moat and the cause of the mound— 
the highest point of which is at 0. It led us to believe that the 
moat was of early mediaeval age and that the mound was of 
about the same date. The broken pottery was evidence of this. 

At the junction of these trenches, 0, 4 feet down—that is 
at about the original level of the ground—there was a layer of 

C. A. S. Comm. VOL. XII. 	 21 
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burnt earth, 2 or 3 inches in depth, spreading over a space of 
about 2 square yards. It contained only a. very few fragments 
of early mediaeval vessels. 

From 0, the trench was continued at a depth, as before, of 
4 ft. up to the trench marked R.S. 	. 

Here was touched the deposit which was henceforward 
called the "Black Ash Ditch" from the substance which chiefly 
filled the trench. 

A large hole was dug in this black ash, and finding it full 
of bones, burnt and otherwise, and fragmentary pottery, it was 
determined to work this out. Water flowed in so fast from 
the eastward, that trench R.S. was dug to convey it away, and 
the long trench down the centre of the outer moat from the 
trench O.Q. was also made to facilitate this object. 

After this, work was continued steadily eastward, following 
the line of what soon showed itself plainly to be a ditch, 
hollowed, out of the solid gravel and gault, 12 ft. wide, and 5 ft. 
deep in the lowest places, but with an average depth of about 
4 ft. It extended 110 ft. as shown on Plan, thinning out to a 
few inches in depth at each end s  and stopping just short of the 
outer moat, on both the eastern and western sides. 

The enlarged sections on Fig. 2 indicate the kinds of soil 
passed through in every trench excavated. 

The "Black Ash" layer was composed of a mixture of burnt 
straw, seeds—mostly barley—bones, pottery, nails and other 
iron or bronze 'articles, eggshells, fish, oyster, mussel and cockle 
shells, hazel nuts, and quantities of burnt twigs and small. 
branches of wood. 

The material filling the trench was perfectly black, some-
time a fine powder, mostly a slippery paste, except in two 
places (as shown on Fig. 2), where there was a patch of perfectly 
white ash. In one case this was 8 ft. in length and 1 foot in 
depth, in the other about the same length but only 6 in deep, 
in both cases extending the whole 'width of the ditch. What 
caused this difference in' colour I cannot say. The white ash 
contained seeds and bits of straw, just as the Black Ash did 
and in places formed a kind of pumice stone with, the seeds 
and straw in it. ' . 
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It will, perhaps, be well to give here a list of the various 

I FOOT 

. 	 . 

U
BARTON

AND  
CAULT 'L 

BLACK ASH 

BAQt(V STRAW 	 WHITE ASH 

 MOATS 1q08 

Fig. 2. 

objects found in this Black Ditch, and to discuss their relative 
position afterwards. 

Animals, bones of'. 
Horse 
Ox 
Sheep, horned (Ovis aries) 
Lamb• 
Pig 
Sucking pig 
Dog (skull and other bones), a kind of terrier 
Oat. 

Birds. 
Swan 
Crane (skull) 
Goose (skull) 
Pheasant 

21-2 - 
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Fowl—mostly cock birds by the number of spurs found 
Lark 
Eggshells—in great quantities. 

Fish. 
Cod (the lowerjaw, and spine on backbone, the 3rd 

from the head) 
Perch (scales and fins). 

Many fish bones and vertebrae were discovered, but not in 
a condition for identification. 

Seeds. 
Barley (Hordeum distichon), the two-rowed form 
Wheat 
Vetch (in pod) 
Bean (Fab.a vulgaris) 
Cherry (cultivated) 
Plum.S  
Hemlock 
Dill These are always found in Roman Celery deposits and appear to have been used Coriander as condiments. Belladonna 
Opium Poppy 
Dock 
Buttercup. 

Woods. 	 S 

Alder 
Willow 	 S 

Hazel. 
Shells. 

Oyster, quantities from 1 foot above Black Ash to 
bottom of ditch; most plentiful at the upper half of, 
and just above, the Black Ash 

Mussel (M'qtilus edulis), R. and L. valves, in great num-
bers, the largest one containing pearls 

Periwinkle (Littorina litorea), one broken specimen. 
Cockle (Cardium edule), R. and L. valves. 
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Carved hollow bones and bone pin, (late Celtic or Roman), and boric scoop. 
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Tellina (Balthica?) 
Snail (Helix aspersa), 

(Helix memoralis). 

Wood, Bone and Metal Work. 
These are mentioned according to their probable date, that 

is according to the position in' which they were found, begin-
fling with the lowest and presumably the earliest. 

Late Celtic or Roman (P1. XXI.). 
Bone pin 1A ins, exactly, in length . The head is formed 

by a figure of a bird, the body curved so that the 
head and tail almost meet. It is ornamented with 
the Celtic ring and dot pattern. 

Two pieces of hollow bone, beautifully carved. One 2 ins. 
long, which had been burnt, adorned b y  'a spiral device contain-
ing the Celtic ring and dot pattern. This had holes through it 
at both ends but not in the same plane. It could not have 
been a Saxon knife handle, as' bas been suggested tO me, for 
neither of these carved bones has the bulging end which 
invariably: I believe—certainly in all cases I have seen—forms 
part of an early mediaeval knife handle. 

The other 3 iris, long, unburnt, has the same ring and dot 
pattern, divided into bands with a criss-cross device. This has 
a groove cut near one end, presumably that a' cord might be 
fastened round it, and so be suspended from the user's belt. 

Mr Reginald Smith, F.S.A., to whom these objects were subm'itted, 
points out the close resemblance between these two carved pieces of bone, 
and similar things described in Roach Smith's Jllustrations of Rornan 
London, p1. XXXVII., and in Bathurst's Antiquities at Lydney Park, p1. X. 
figs. 4-6, and unhesitatingly says they are of Roman origin, and were 
knife handles. The bone pin he assigns to the Roman period. 

A Scoop, 1*  ins. bug, cut out of a small bone of a bird. 
This is also burnt, and was so fragile that in cleaning the dirt 
from it with a brush it broke in several places. 

(Perhaps I may be allowed to give a word of warning to 
possible excavators: 

On finding any article of bone or ivory, or even metal, put 
it aside for a day or two, just as it is, until it has dried naturally. 
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Any attempt at cleaning until then, nine times out of ten, 
involves a breakage. Resist the temptation to gloat over your 
treasure until it is safe to do so.) 

Horse shoes (P1. XXII.). One perfect one—which Professor 
Hughes pronounced to be the most Roman looking one he had 
seen from Cambridgeshire, and I agree with him 'and several 
portions of shoes. 

Two knive. (P1. XXII.), which I confidently assign to Roman 
times. 

• Roman key, iron (P1. XXIII.). 
• Roman stylus, iron (P1. XXIII.). 
• bronze harness buckle, late Celtic (P1. XXIII.). 
• scabbard point, iron and bronze. 
Pieces of iron, some pointed—from 4 to 7 ins, in length 

and covered mostly with the remains of wood. 
One piece 7 ins, long is 2 to 3 ins, wide, also covered with wood. 

• Eight fragments of millston,es of Niedermendig lava. 
Seven pieces of Roman tiles. 
One pavement tessera of Roman tile. 
Twelve hones, or fragments of hones (the four best are figured, 

P1. XXIV.). Some had grooves rubbed longitudinally into them, 
having been used to sharpen pointed instruments, some plainly 
used for putting an edge on flat blades, such as knives. The 
stone used In making them is a micaceous or quartzitic schist; 
one or two specimens are of rather fine grain. 

While on the subject of cutting -  tools it is interesting to 
mention that I found chips of wood, cut with a knife, in the 
same layer of Black Ash in which the two knives, given in the 
list above, were discovered. 

All these things mentioned hitherto were found in the Black 
Ash, what follow were found above the Black Ash. 

Saxon buckle, bronze (P1. XXIII.). 
Two arrowheads, iron. 
Part of a broad knife blade. 
Many other pieces of iron articles. 

• Norman spur, 18 ins, from surface (P1. XXIII.). 
(I have not mentioned every piece of metal found—only 

those wh9se use could at once be determined.) 
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Plate XXII, p. 304 

ii 

Roman horseshoe and lcni yes. 

Pot from hearth, 9 inches across rim, 7 inches high, with ordinary type Roman 
1)Ot for comparison. 
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1. Bronze buckle, late Celtic. 2. Roman stylus, iron. 3. Roman key, iron. 
4. Bronze buckle, Saxon. 5. Norman spur. 
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kC  

Hones Scale j actual size. 
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Plate XXV, p. 305 

Ic 
Bronze and iron nails. 
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Modern—within 1 ft. from surface. 
Part of bullock shoe. 
Base of Patten. 

• 	Wedges of iron, like scythe wedges. 
Knife with wooden sides to handle. 
Knife with curved handle, iron. 
Part of bit, and many other fragments. 
Nails, 17 in number, of which seven are illustrated, one 

bronze—others. of iron like it (P1. XXV.). 
These were distributed through the ash and soil above it, 

the bronze one (at the top left-hand corner in the illustration), 
and those most like it, in the ash. 

Now comes a piece of evidence which helps to fix an 
approximate date for the moat. 

Just below the level of the Norman spur—in fact the spur 
was lying just upon it—was found what we promptly called the 
Pebble Way. It was a footpath about 5 ft. wide, running at 
an average depth of 1 ft. 9 ins, below the grass (P1. XX VIII). 

The line of this was across the moat from Q to R and con-
tinued to the spot marked "Pond" of mediaeval date. The 
stones forming this path had clearly been picked out from the 
Boulder Clay in the neighbourhood. The proportion of such 
stones to ordinary flints was 60-70 per cent., while in other 
parts of the ground similar sized flints from the gravel, were 
75 per cent. of the 'stones. 

This Pebble Way was made after the Saxon buckle was 
dropped, but before the Norman spur was left there, and from 
its being cut through by the moat, it must have been earlier 
than the moat. That is why I assign the construction of the 
moat to about 800 to 1000 A.D. . • 

This footpath clearly led to the "Pond.". The contents of 
the "Pond" show that it must have been used, if not made, in 
mediaeval times (see Plan). •• • 

The seeds found in it as well as the pottery show it to have 
been of later date than the Black Ash Ditch. 

Mr Clement Reid, F.R.S., to whom I am indebted for help 
in identifying, the seeds and twigs, says of the samples of earth 
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sent him from this spot: The 'Pond', yields 'Barley,', a doubt-
ful vetch, and' two weeds of cultivation: Ghenopodiüm—the 
goosefoot or pig weed. Folygonuin aviculare—the knot-grass." 

The .  goosefoot (Chenopodium oliclum) within the last fifty 
years was cultivated in the .herb gardens of Surrey, and annually 
sold in Covent Garden Market for its medicinal properties, 
while another kind, the "Good King Henry" (Cheiwpoclium 
bonus-henri cus) was of old times 'much cultivated in gardens, 
and was so very generally in the cottage plots of Boston, 
Lincolnshire, until about forty years ago. It may be cultivated 
still. 

The knot-grass (Folygonum aviculare). This is the "hinder-
ing knot-grass" of Shakespeare. "Get you gone, you 'dwarf; 
you minimus, of hindering knot-grass made" (Midsummer 
Night's Dream, Act iii. Sc. ii. 329). 

A decoction from it was formerly supposed to prevent the 
growth of children, as well as of young domestic animals. 

  and Fletcher allude to this supposed property: 
"'Twere worse than knot-grass; he would never grow after it." 

Yet it has always been well known to those who tend she9p, 
as being not only nutritious to those animals, but much relished 
by them. 

Milton in Gomus, makes a shepherd-spirit say: 
"This evening late, by then the chewing flocks 
Had Wen their supper on 	 av 

. 

the savoury  herb 
- 	Of knot-grass, dew-besprent.... 

The pottery found on this spot is 'late in type—most of it of 
very ordinary 'kind, but one specimen' is unusual. It has been 
carefully mounted by Mr S. Cowles, of the Archaeological 
Museum, who has also put together most satisfactorily several 
other pots. It resembles, more than anything, a large modern 
wash-hand basin; Its diameter is 19 ins. 

We now come to the question of the age of the Black Ash 
"Ditch and its contents. 	 . 

Burnt straw and barley.  
At intervals along the greater part of the 'bottom of the 

Black. Ash, with a, thicknes of a foot and more; was what 
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S  appeared to be a layer of burnt straw ; in it, and above it, the 
barley seeds and ears were most plentiful (see Fig. 2). This 
puzzled me considerably until I remembered reading of what 
had been found at Glastonbury. . 5 

• Mr Clement Reid, to whom I sent large samples of this 
straw ash, as well as of other parts of the Black Ash, without 
mentioning my surmise as to Glastonbury, writes as follows: 

By far the most abundant seed is barley, which seems to occur in• ihe 
-same curious way as at Glastonbury (1st cent. -B.C. to 1st cent. A.D.) and 
at Old Kilpatrick (Celtic?). The barley seems to have been stored as 
broken ears with the awns broken off; and I think that in each case it was 
more probably used for malting than for bread. 

Unfortunately I can only find a few specimens of grain attached to the 
ear. But these seem sufficient to show that some of the barley was a two-
rowed form (Hordeum distichon) corresponding with one of the two Celtic 
barleys found at the two localities just mentioned. The ear is somewhat 
irregular, with several terminal barren or partly filled spikelets. 
- I cannot make out the relation of the straw to the barley. At other 

localities the mode of occurrence suggests that the grain was piled on a 
bed of straw, possibly to germinate for malting; but this is a point that 
can only be settled by examination in the field." 

• 	 In my search I found man y portions of ears of barley, but 
on attempting to brush, very gently, the ash from the ear, the - - 
husk came off and fell into fragments. 

I then let a quantity of the- material, in which this straw 
and grain occurred, weather naturally, the action of sun, rain 
and wind separated the bits of ears in a perfect manner. 

•  The last point, the relation of the straw to the barley, I 
have made clear already; it was quite easily seen when in situ 
before being dug out. 

S - 

I think the evidence of the grain and straw, the Celtic pin, - 
and carved bones with the Celtic bronze harness buckle, and 
perhaps the bronze nail (I have not seen a Roman bronze nail 
like it), are -  sufficient warrant for drawing the conclusion that 

• 	the ditch was made in late Celtic times, i.e. by the end of the 
first century A.D. 	- 	 - 

Two other bits of evidence of early habitation may confirm 
this. 	 - 

Near the bottom of the Black Ash I picked out a piece of 
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charred wood, shaped like a Diabolo reel, that probably once 
formed part of some spinning implement. At one end is a 
groove through the wood which seems to have received a pin 
fastening it to another part of the instrument. Similar articles 
of turned wood were found at the Glastonbury lake dwellings. 

On looking closely at this groove, one can see how it was made. 
The tool used was not one that turned round and round in 

the same direction, like the modern gimlet, but was turned half 
right, and then half left. The markings of such action are quite 
plain. 

The implement was old enough when burnt to have become 
worm-oaten—the -worm holes are there. This was found close 
t9 the pot on the fire which will shortly be described. 

Next, at or close to, the bottom of the ditch were several 
lumps of daub, with twig and grass markings quite clear upon 
them. 

These were, without doubt, parts of a wattle and daub hut. 
Caesar and other writers, of his age mention such being used 

by the Gauls and Britons (Caesar, B. G. v. 12). 
Judging from what one noticed during the five months' dig-

ging, this ditch seemed to have formed a kind of shelter trench in 
which wattle and daub huts were erected, instead of in separate 
pits. Several charred points of stakes were found sticking into 
the' gault at the bottom of the trench. Most of them fell to 
pieces on being lifted. Two, however, bore removal, and are 
now in' the Archaeological Museum. 

• 	• Outside what one took to be the sites of huts were the fire- 
places, for burnt stones in positions which looked as if they had 
formed hearths, turned up, in fair quantities; associated with 
these were animal and bird bones—many of them burnt, some 
in their ordinary' state—remains of fish, mussel and cockle 
shells, eggshells, hazel nuts, beans and a number of bones cut 
and gnawed. This all pointed to dwelling places being'near. 

• • The cut and gnawed bones are interesting. The bones were 
cut with a knife---there are no marks of a saw—two rib bones 
in particular emphasise that point; they had been cut across 
with a knife, back and front, and then snapped in two (Plates 
XXVI. )  XXVII.) , 
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Bones gnawed by animals. 
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This all reminds us of what. Posidonius (Athe'naeus, iv. 36, 
cf. DiodOrus Siculus, v. 28 and Strabo, iv. 4) relates of his 
travels in Gaul. He tells us how when the Gauls welcomed 
him in their wattle and daub huts, his hosts, seated*  on straw 
round low tables, took their meat in their fingers and tore it 
like lions, or chopped it in pieces with their pocket knives, and 
washed it down with draughts of beer from earthenware or 
silver beakers. 

S 

These things together with the distinctive articles of Roman 
date point to the occupation of this, trench by Celts and Romans; 
by the former, possibly, during the first century B.C., and almost 
certainly—I am inclined, to say quite certainly—by both during 
the first century A.D. 

S 

One other point ought to be mentioned as bearing on the 
early date to which the occupation of this ditch should be 
assigned.  

The bones of fowls that were found were certainly mostly 
those, of cocks, from the many spurs still existing. , These spurs 
may suggest, to those who remember that the Britons thought 
it impious to eat poultry, that the amusement or pastime, for 
which, as Caesar says (B. G. v. 12), the birds were reared, was 
cock-fighting. 

I have kept to the last the fact -of my discovery of a cooking 
pot on a fire just as it was left by the last user, some 1800 years 
ago, as I believe, for round this controversy will turn. 

Plate XX VIII. gives an accurate representation of the 
r1ative position of many of the articles mentioned already. I 
say relative because, though the horizon of each thing here  
shown is correct, three of them did not occur in that particular 
section of the trench. The two carved pieces of bone were ' 
found a few yards to the eastward, over a similar hearth, but 
with no cooking pot in position The scabbard point was also 
to the eastward, some 8 yards away. 

The pot itself, with the stones and embers on Which it rested 
and a piece of the burnt gault beneath, I have placed, exactly 
as it was' found, on a tray in the Camb1idge Archaeological 
Museum.  

This hearth was at the very bottom of the trench. The 	' 



- 310 	 F. G. WALKER 

stones .were in a rough circle, placed there to admit draught, 
just as a navvy now uses a few bricks when cooking or warming 
a meal in the open air. On the stone§ were the charred remains 
of the wood which had been used for boiling the pot. 

On 'the wood stood the pot, and in it were some bones. 
The small hone (P1. XXIV.) was in the position indicated. 
Now of what date is this pot? 	 V 	V  
If the upper half alone of it had been found, it would have 

been assigned unhesitatingly to the Roman age in Britain, but 
beèause of the shape of the base, I am told it must be mediaeval. 
The word mediaeval is a very loose expression. Before applying 
it people ought to be compelled to define its meaning. 

Most antiquaries will agree that, it may refer to anything 
from the year 700 to 1500 AD.. In this instance one gathers 
early mediaeval is meant. I wish to put two questions, and 
shall be very glad if they can be answeFed definitely and 
satisfactorily. 	V 

Has an early mediaeval cooking pot ever been dis-
covered on its hearth as left by the early mediaeval man, and if 
so, what was its shape'? 

When did the rather pointed base of the pot usually 
assigned to the Roman age pass into the broader base of the 
pot usually, assigned to mediaeval times? 

Where. is the transition pot? For no one I thinkwould 
say that the potters in this country suddenly gave up one style 
altogether, and afterwards made only another type (P1. XXII.). 

I cannot believe, after the very careful attention given ,  to 
the whole excavation, and the notes made at once, on the spot, 
of what was done and seen, that an early. mediaeval man, some-
time during the years between 700 and 900, when he wanted 
to .cook his meal, and having the whole of Barton from which to 
select a site for his hearth, chose to dig down through at least 
4 ft. of ash, and perhaps through some gravel above it, in order 
to make his fire on the solid gault below, and then very carefully 
replace the ash and put a Roman key and stylus, a piece of 
-Niedermendig lava millstone and a Celtic bronze buckle above 
it, and close by it, lay the, small Celtic bone pin, and two pieces 
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of Roman tile, and then leave his Saxon buckle behind him to 
mark the spot. 

The notion seems preposterous—and equally absurd would 
be the assumption that the whole trench is of early mediaeval 
date, and that all these articles above mentioned accidentally 
fell- into the positions I found them. 

The only conclusion to be drawn from the facts is, it seems, 
that here we have a pot used duringthe first century A.D., with 
rim and upper half exactly like typical pots of the Roman 
period, and made of a paste commonly used during that time. 
Therefore, considering all the circumstances under which the 
vessel was discovered, we have here the transition shape; 
combining the Roman . rim and the so-called mediaeval base, 
in use during the early days of the Roman occupation of 
Britain. 

That this statement will be considered by some an archaeo-
logical heresy I am fully aware, but until the two questions I 
put just now are answered satisfactorily, and the position of the 
Roman articles above the hearth explained away, I do not think 
anyone has sufficient authority to condemn this opinion. 

I am open to conviction, and have only come to this con-
clusion after very careful consideration of the facts. 

The pottery discovered has hardly been touched upon. 
Of some three dozen rims of pots, taken chiefly from the 

middle - layer of the Black Ash (a few pieces were at a slightly 
lower and higher horizon), every single piece except one, and 
that nearly, I can match with rims I found in the Roman 
rubbish pits at Godmanchester. If I sometimes seem to. lay 
stress upon the pottery from that spot it is perhaps pardonable 
for this reason: - 

Those pits, some 20 in number,-were, about the close of the 
Roman occupation of Britain, sealed hermetically one may say. 

A great flood must have caused the river Ouse to rise and 
sweep across them, covering them with a layer, several inches 
deep, of the gravel in which the pits were dug. Below this gravel 
Roman implements, pins, pottery, etc., were found in plenty, 
many of which are in the Museum—above it was not a single 
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piece: of pottery, or metal that could be assigned to the Roman 
times. 

One may conclude that the earthenware contents of those - 
pits may be taken as 'a very definite standard of Roman pottery 
—not complete of course, but certain. 

They are absolutely Roman with no possible admixture of 
Saxon or early mediaeval stuff amongst them. 

Very little pottery was found in the lower half of the Black 
Ash; it was fairly plentiful in the upper foot, but there was a 
quantity in the gravel above it of early mediaeval date. 

At the top of the made earth or coarse gravel, and in the 
top spit, were fragments of glazed earthenware which one may 
set down as of a date between 1100 and 1500 A.D. This agrees 
with the known fact of the house, which once stood on this site, 
being rebuilt in its present position, about the fifteenth century. 

Most will agree with me, I think, as to the probabilities of 
this site: that we have at Barton a place 'where some late Celtic 
people dug a trench—it is hand-niade not natural—and lived 
in it. That the Romans drove them out, burnt their huts and 
-corn, and occupied it as a shelter french for a 'very limited 
period, since not a coin of any description was found in it. * 

A coin-dropping folk, such as the Romans, and Romanised 
peoples were, could hardly have lived long in this place without 
leaving some money behind them. 

That some Celts,- Romanised or otherwise, came again and 
• 	settled in this spot, and were again driven out, this.time by the 

S • Saxons—the early mediaeval people—seems fairly evident by' 
the amount of Black Ash. One burning would not account for 
a thickness of 4 ft. S 

That the Saxons having destroyed this dwelling place and 
not finding a Roman villa, a building they dreaded—though 
Roman houses must have been in existence a few hundred 
yards away, as I. hope to prOve next autumn—these early 
mediaeval men, or Saxpns, 'built themselves a house near by, 
and flung their rubbish into what was left of the Ditch, now a 
mere depression, and made a pathway ccf pebbles over it to the 
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convenient pond. Then, later on, this suitable site was moated, 
the pebble-way cut through and some Norman, passing on his 
lawful, or unlawful, occasions dropped his spur. 

Professor Hughes in response to a call from the chair said that when 
Commendatore Boni delivered his interesting lecture on the Forum in the 
Sedgwick Museum last year, he remarked, in reference to the pre-Romulian 
Sepulcretum, that it was once. possible to ascertain the exact date of the 
urns by observing the magnetic dip which had left a permanent impression 
on the pottery in the process of firing, but that his investigations had 
been disturbed by the proximity of the electric cable and by Marconigraphic 
waves. He hoped, however, to carry them on by means of material from 
other parts of Italy and from the banks of the Danube. 

They wanted some, such method in order to enable them to arrive at 
a conclusion respecting the date of the objects before them. He had little 
doubt that the vessel exhibited, which had been found on a spot showing 
evidence of a fire, was of early mediaeval date, but it had been pointed out 
that in the ground above there were objects referred to Roman and even 
pre-Roman times. Here was the hypothetical part which seemed to him 
to require further looking into. There was plenty of evidence that orna-
ments and objects of common use in Celtic times lasted long among the 
Romanised natives and still more that Roman appliances, being better, 
were adopted and carried down far'into mediaeval times. He felt inclined 
to carry his part of the question before them to a suspense account. 'He 
thanked and. congratulated Mr Walker for the trouble he had bestowed 
upon the investigations and the 'clearness with which he had laid the 
'results before the Society. - 

Monday, 25 May, 1908. 

On this date an. exhibition was opened of a selection of 
Portraits belonging to the Society, of persons connected with 
the County, University and Borough, combined with an ex-
hibition of Cambridge Caricatures. 
• A paper descriptive of the Caricatures was read by H. D. 
'CATLING, M.A. 	' 	 . 	 . 
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