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A paper was then read by Mr ROBERT BOWES on 

THE ZODIAC CLUB. 

What is known of the Zodiac Club has come to us.through 
Nichols' Literary Anecdotes in his account of Samuel Pegge, 
and before entering upon the account of the Club, I will give 
a few particulars respecting Pegge. 

Samuel Pegge, son of Christopher Peggeof Chesterfield, 
Morcer, lorn 5 Nov. 1704, was admitted at St John's College 
in 1722, B.A. 1725, M.A. 1729, Fellow 1726. The circum 
stances in connection with this Fellowship are thus .described 
by Nichols: 

"Having, however, no immediate prospect of preferment, 
he looked up to a fellowship of the College, after he had taken 
the degree of A.B. in January 1725, N.S.; and became a candi-
date upon a vacancy which happened favourably in that very 
year; for it was a lay-fellowship upon the Beresford founda-
tion, and appropriated to the founder's kin, or at least confined 
to a native of Derbyshire. 

"The competitors were, Mr Michael Burton (afterwards 
Dr Burton), and another, whose name we do not find; but the 
contest lay between Mr Burton and Mr. Pegge. Mr Burton 
had the stronger claim, being indubitably related to the 
founder; but, upon examination, was declared to be so very 
deficient in literature, that his superior right, as founder's 
kin, was set aside, on account of the insufficiency of his 
learning, and Mr Pegge was admitted, and sworn fellow 
March 21, 1726, 0.S. 

In consequence of this disappointment, Mr Burton was 
obliged to take new ground, to enable him to procure an 
establishment in the world; and therefore artfully applied to 
the College for a testimonial, that he might receive orders, 
and undertake some cure in thevicinity of Cambridge. Being 
ordained, he turned the circumstance into a manoeuvre, and 
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took an unexpected advantage of it, by appealing to the Visitor 
[the Bishop of Ely; Dr Thomas Greene], representing that as 
the College had, by the testimonial, thought him qualified for 
ordination, it could not, in justice, deem him unworthy of 
becoming a fellow of the Society upon such forcible claims as 
founder's un, and also as a native of Derbyshire. 

"These were irresistible pleas on the part of. Mr Burton; 
and the Visitor found himself reluctantly obliged to eject 
Mr Pegge, when Mr Burton took possession of the fellowship, 
which he held many years." 

So far the account in Nicliols. Although deciding against 
Pegge, the Bishop used his influence on his behalf with the 
College, and he was afterwards made a Platt fellow, 1729. 

In the Muniment Room of Documents belonging to the 
Bishopric of Ely is a volume, described iii Gibbon's Episcopal 
Records, page 62, giving the account of the case Burton v. 
Pegge, with pedigrees to prove that Burtpn was of Beresford's 
kin, but on behalf of Pegge it was stated "that Burton was 
found so defective in point of literature that he was not able 
to construe a Latin author, and was so sensible of his own 
deficiency in this particular that when he was desired by the 
Rev. Dr Rowse to construe Horace he absolutely refused." 

This transaction reminds one of the methods of Bentley. 
Pegge was admitted a member at the 119th Club March 21, 

1729, and in signing the book he added "Soc. ejectus, and 
chosen Piat." Declared vacant April 20, 1732. 

He was a constant contributor to the Archaeologia, lived till 
14th February 1796, then in his 92ndyear, and the particulars 
of his life will be found in Nichols' Literary Anecdotes, vol. vi. 
pp. 222-259, already referred to, and in the D. H. B. 

The Zodiac Club wasP founded on the 10th December 1725, 
and was so called from the number of members being limited 
to 12, each of whom bore the name of one of the 12 signs of 
the Zodiac. In 1728 the society was increased to 18, the six 
new members denominated from six of the planets, though it 
still went collectively under the name of the Zodiac Club. 

Nichols mentions that Samuel Pegge possessed a particular 
history of this little academical literary society in MS, and 
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that MS.: book vas .no doubt the Club Book of the Society 
which is now before me, and the acquisition of which twelve 
years ago suggested the preparation of this paper, and supplied 
most of the material. The Club Book bears the. fo1lowng 
title: "The Zodiac Club-Book. Old Articles fol. 1. Memoranda 
fol. 8,135,  and at ye  end. List. of the Members foL 11. Place 
of subscribing fol. 14. Clubdays, etc., fol. 16 to 35. Accompts. 
from ye  end backwards. Services done according to Art. 22;foL 
65. Club debts pag 71. New Articles fol. 58.". (Plate XXXIII.) 

On the top of the title-page is the following inscription: 
"Sam. Pegge, sent a present by Dr Wm Heberden M.D. 
Aug. 1792." 

This little volume has two sets of "Articles," that is, Rules; 
the first st containing twenty-seven Items, having, as regards 
the first 19, been passed on Dec. 10, 1725, when the Club 
was formed, the remaining eight having been added between 
April 9, 1726 and Nov. 21, 1728; the second set, also twenty-
seven in number, in 1728, and are headed: "Club the 127. 
Agreed then unanimously that all Articles and By-Laws pre 
ceding the date of this Club be annulled: and that for the 
future the following Articles shall be observed instead of 'em." 
See Appendix. 

Members on admission signed their names under the fol-
lowing declaration: 

We whose names are underwritten do hereby engage ourselves to 
observe strictly all the Laws and ordinances of the Zodiac Club, as long 
as we shall continue members of. the University of Cambridge." 

The affairs of the Club were kept secret.: 
All articles and other secrets of.the Club to be kept inviolably secret, 

and no strangers ever to be admitted." 

From some of the Articles we are able to get an idea 
of the working of the Club: N'o. 8 provides that former 
members shall have all privileges of the Club, voting ex-
cepted. Leo (Gee) being allowed a vote as often as present 
in consideration  of his having been the first projector of the 
Club. No; 5: . 

"That during the time of the sun's being in any sign, the member 
who is denominated from that sign shall preside in the Club," 
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and other articles provide for the appointment and duties of 
the Secretary and Librarian. 

General. 

It is nowhere stated what was the object in establishing 
the Club. 

On November 21, 1726, the Club resolved to have a 
Common Seal: 

Resolved that the Club have a Common Seal cut with all possible 
expedition: the Device being an Armillary Sphere, the Motto [Tentanda 
via 3 S. S.], the Crest a hand-in-hand., 

It is noted that the wine of the Club was sealed with the 
Globe and Motto, or sealed with the hand-in-hand, and per-
haps the name "Globe" at the Three Tuns, the first place of 
meeting, may have been the name given to the room in which 
the Club met. That it was a Social Club is seen by the fact 
that the Club had its own special wine', that its Meetings were 
held at a Tavern, and that finds for absence were provided for 
in the rules and paid. 

On June 20, 1726, the Club adjourned upon account of 
going to Lynn the next day to hold the carnival there. 

The word " Club" is used in the sense of a meeting of the 
Club 2. There was one admirable rule in the first set intended 
to promote the harmony of their meetings: 

"The President or a majority of the members sitting shall have a 
power of silencing all such disputes as tend to the diminishing of the 
mirth and good humour of the company: and each refusal of obedience 
to such order shall be punishable one shilling." 

Dec. 27, 1796. A Pipe of wine containing 92 doz. and 8 bottles (2 dozen 
and 8 bottles overplus) were bottled off and sealed with the Globe and motto: 

The wine sealed for the use of the Club to be aliways used at their Meetings." 
The name of the wine-merchant was Thomas Arbuthnot, "settled ye acct. of 
ye overplus wine with Mr Arbutbnot." 

' In the first instance at the Globe at the Tuns Tavern, now the premises 
of Messrs Brimley, Whibley di Sons, afterwards, 1728, the Hoop, and each 
member present paid is. 6d., and each absent was fined is., the President 2s. 6d. 
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The following refer to the election of New Members: 
Nov. 21. 1726 
Resolved, that [for the more effectual preserving the peace and Tran-

quility of the Club, by preventing continual disputes about the Election 
of New Members] the vacancies that shall happen among us shall be 
supplied in order by the Persons following. If they think fit to accept 
of ye  offer. 

Negatives being reserved according to Art. 23, 
1 Mr  Morgan Coil. Trin. Soc: 
2 0' Hartley Coil. Jes. AB. 
3 D8  Beacon CCC AB 

• 4 D' Rcynolds Coli. Jcs. Soe- Negatives put in. 

On Jan. 10, 17324, a new plan for the election of merbers 
was introduced. See Appenlix C. 

One of the first set of rules provided that the members 
shall be elected either out of the present Middle-Batchelors 
year, or that immediately below it, or immediately ab6ve it. 
This would imply that the members would be men likely to 
become Fellows, or of a standing to get some other form of 
promotion; and this impression is strengthened by the fact 
that members were required to pay half a guinea to the 
Club on obtaining a Fellowship or equivalent preferment of 
the same value., or any new accession of preferment of the 
same value. White the original members were Bachelors, later 
members on admission were usually Masters and in some cases 
Fellows. 

Of 37 members whose name's are found in this book, 27 
were or became Fellows of their Colleges. 

The Library was evidently an important part of the work, 
and the librarian was responsible for making a catalogue, for 
keeping an accurate note of all books borrowed; and a special 
committee was appointed for -the selection of the books, and 
for comparing them at stated times with the Catalogue. - In 
the • accounts a few purchases of books occur;, thu.s in 1727, 
Almanac/c 9d., Histoire cle l'Acad. 18s., two Ph. Trans. 2s., two 
Mem. of Lit. 2s., Newton's C/iron. 14s. • - 

• One matter of understanding among the members was 
the duty of helping in every way 'any member seeking an 
appointment. 
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In Item 22 (passed May 30, 1726) of the first set of Articles 
it is thus expressed: 

"We do hereby engage ourselves to promote to the utmost of our 
power the Interest and Welifare of such as are either actually members 
of the Club or free of it. And when 'tis in any man's power to present 
to, elect into, or recommend to any preferment either in or out of 
the University; he is hereby obliged to Present, Elect, or Recommend 
one that is member or free of the Club, against all other candidates 
whatever, except he can produce some very notorious reason to the 
contrary." 

This was replaced by Item 18 in the second set of 
Articles: 

"Eacli' person shall promote upon all occasions ye  Interest of ye  Club 
and every member of it, as far as lies in his power, and memorandums of 
all Services so done to be minuted down." 

Here are two specimens of the services rendered in this 
way: 

"Cancer [Bate] presented to ye  Bp of Ely's Fellowship at St John's; 
and assisted very much by Libra [Law]. 

"Aquarius [Burton] presented to the Rectory of South Haningfield 
in Essex; by the University: having been proposed as a candidate, in ye 

Club; and very much assisted by all the Members."• 

This method of mutual help seems rather akin to that of 
a Trades Tnion, and the change in the wording in the second 
set of Articles suggests that, in the course of the first few years 
of the Club, difficulties had occurred in carrying out such an 
arrapgement. 

I will now give a few pariiicuiars .respecting some of the 
Members of the Club. 

Some of the Members. 

John GEE. The. first projector of the Club, and •on that 
ground allowed to vote on all occasions when present as 
a former. Member. Ab orig. [Dec. 10, 1725]. Declared 
vacant June 20, 1728. 

Peterhouse, admitted Pensioner July 10, 1719, when he 
was described as "Cantabrigiensis in ScholA public Bishop 
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Stortfdrd institutus annumque agens decimum septimum." 
His Tutor was the Rev. Godfrey Washington, Fellow of Peter-
house and Minister of Little St Mary's, whose monument in 
that church is of interest to American visitors. Gee was 
elected Hale Scholar, one of the chief undergraduate promo-
tions in the gift of the College, July 4, 1721. March 22, - 
17245-6, he was appointed Ramsay Fellow. The Ramsay 
Fellowships were Bye Fellowships in the gift of the -Master 
of the College. Gee resigned his Fellowship on Sept. 4, 1728. 
B.A. 1723, 15th Wrangler, M.A. 1727. Presented to the living 
of Burwell 1729. 

Edmund LAW (or Lawe) [1703-1787]. Elected Zodiac-Dec. 22, 
1725. Very much assisted Bate to Bp of Ely's Fellow 
ship at St John's, gained curacy at Orwell by means of 
Johnson. 

St John's College sizar 1720. B.A. 1723, 6th Wrangler, 
M.A. 1727. Fellow of Christ's', D.D. 1749, Master of Peter-
house 1756-68, Librarian of the University 1760, Knightbridge 
Professor of Moral Philosophy 1764, Bishop of Carlisle 1768-87. 

- In his philosophical opinions he was a disciple of Locke and 
edited his works. He published a pamphlet, Considerations on 
the Propriety of requiring Subscription to the A?ticles, advo-
cating religious tolerance. He and his friends, John Taylor, 
Fellow of St John's, Thomas Johnson, Fellow of Magdalene, 
and Sandys Hutchinson, Library-Keeper of Trinity, produced 
a new edition of Stephens' Thesaurus in four volumes folio, 
published in 1735. In Niôhols' Literary Anecdotes is the fol 
lowing quotation from a letter of Bishop Warburton: "Our 
friend Browne is now on a visit (on invitation) at Mr George 
Lyttelton's ...and he is accompanied by his friend Dr Law as 
far as Litchfield; Who takes the opportunity to visit his - 
friend the Bishop of Litchfield and Coventry. Which will. 
•.prove the better Patron, the Layman or the Archpriest, for 
an even wager? And. you., shall choose your side. I. think 
they might as well have gone to Hell (I mean the Classical 
Hell) to consult Tiresias in the ways of. thriving. God help• 

Particularly, assisted by Trant and also by Bate and Dring. 
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them! for they are a couple of helpless créatüres in the . wys 
of this world ! 'and nothing to bear their charges but 'a 'little 
honesty,' which, like Don Quixote's Chivalry, will pass current 
in ilever an inn between Carlisle and London." Looking at 
the list given above of important posts occupied by Law, he 
would seem to have lost nothing by being the ' helpless crea 
ture in the ways of this world " as described by the Bishop. 

David HARTLEY, the Philosopher and Physician, 1705-57. 
Elected Zodiac Jan. 31, 1727, Capricornus. Declared 
vacant May 27, 130. 

Jesus College, B.A. 1725, 7th 'Wrangler, M.A.' 1729. 
Elected Fellow Oct. 30, 17'27. Author of Introduction to 
the History of Man, and is alluded to by Coleridge in his 
Religious Musings. S S S  

John ROWNING, an ingenious mechanic, niathematician and 
philosopher, 1701 ?-71. Elected Planet, March 10, 1731. 
Elected Zodiac March 20, 1732. Declared 'vacant June 10, 

	

1736. 	
5 5 

Magdalene College, B.A. 1724,28th Wrangler, M.A. 1728. 
Fellow. In 1733 published A Compendious System of Natural 
Philosophy. Rector of Anderby, Lincoinshire. 

Richard JACKSON, 1'710-82. Elected Planet Nov. 21, 1728. 
Declared vacant Oct. 30, 1730. Elected Zodiac Oct. 30, 

	

1730. . 	 S 	 •. 	 S 

Trinity College, B.A. 1727, M.A. 1731. Fellow Oct. 2, 
1730.. Rector of Witley Magna, Co. Worcester. Founder of 
the JacksOnian Professorship.  

Thomas RUTHERFORTH [1712-71]. Elected Planet 'March 25, 
1738. . ,. 

St' John's College, admitted. sizar 1726, B.A. 1729, 13th 
Wrangler)  M.A.. 1733, B.D. 1740, D.D. 1745. . Regius PrO-
fessor of Divinity, F.R.S. 1743, Chaplain to Frederick, Prince 
Of Wales, Archdeacon of Essex. Published 'works in Theology 
and Science, his. principal work being ,  System of Natural 
Philosqp'hy, 2 vols. 4to, 1748. Married a sister of Sir Thomas 
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Abdy, and held the livings of Brinkley, Cambs., Henfield, 
Eséx, and Barley, Herts. Cole says of him: "he lives in a 
large new house opposit St Clement's in Cambñdge (date 
1758). The Doctor's preferment by all accounts, for I have 
not seen him these five years, has not a little swelled his 
vanity, which was always ready to overrun; tho' he is a very 
sensible man and a good scholar, and peculiarly adapted for the 
wrangling Profession he occupies at Cambridge." 

John TAYLOR [1704-66]. Elected Planet Nov. 21, 1728. De-
clared vacant May 28, 1730. Elected Zodiac May 28, 
1730. 

Son of John Taylor, Barber, Slirewsbury. Educated Shrews-
bury School. St John's College, admitted sizar 7 June, 1721, 
B.A. 1724, 21st Wrangler, M.A. 1728, LL.D. 1741, University 
Librarian' 1729, Registrary 1734, Rector of Lawford, Essex, 
1751, Archdeacon of Buckingham 1753, Canon of St Paul's 
1757, F.R.S., F.R.A.S., published excellent editions of Aeschylus 
and Demosthenes Contra Leptinen't, and, jol*ntlywl*th Law and 
Johnson and Hutchinson, produced the new edition of Stephens' 
Thesaurus in 1735. Taylor composed and delivered the Music 
Speech at the commencement of 1730, the occasion of opening 
the new Regent House or Senate House, and it was after-
wards printed with the famous Music Speech of Roger Long 
delivered in 1714. 

John MORGAN [c. 1702— ]. Elected •Zodiac Jan. 10, 1727. 
Declared vacant April 20, 1732. 

Trinity, admitted 1718, Scholar 1719, B.A. 1721, 27th 
Wrangler, Fellow 1724, M.A. 1725, Professor of Anatomy 
1728. Unanimously elected, assisted by all the members. 

Thomas PARNE. Elected Zodiac May 10, 1734. 
Trinity, admitted 8 Jan. 171, Scholar 10 May, 1717, 

Fellow 1720. B.A. 1717, M.A. 1721, B.D. 1729, Library-
• Keeper 1734i Went out of his mind and was sent out of 
residence 27 April, 1749. 

1 Particularly assisted by the members of this Society. 
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APPENDIX A. 

ARTICLES agreed upon by the Members of the ZODIAC 
CLUB. December 10, 1725, with additions to November 21, 
1728. 

Imprimis 1. 
No member shall reveal any, of the secrets of the Club, 

sub poena £0. 5. 0. 
abOrig: 

Item 2. 
The Number of the members shall not exceed twelve. 

Vid: Art: 27. 
ab Orig: 

Item 3. 
No member shall be chosen without the general consent of 

the Club then s.itting ... Vid: Art: 23. 
ab Orig: 

Item 4. 
The members shall be elected either out of the present 

Middle-Batchelors year, or that immediately below it, or im-
mediately above it. 

ab Orig: 
Item 5. 

Every member elected into a Fellowship shall pay into the 
President's hands, the next meeting after his election, the sum 
of £0: 10: 6. for the use of the Club; 

• 	 Item 6. 
The President shall call over the names of the members at 

a quarter past eight by St Manes clock: when each absent 
member shall be punished the sum of .  £0: 1: 0: and the Presi- 

1 "Resolved, Nov: 21, 1726, that Article y° 4th may be dispensed with as 
often as a majority shall think fit. 

Witness. Cancer Seer: 
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dent £0-2-6 if absent: except the majority of the Club think 
fit to excuse it. 

ab Orig: 
Item 7. 

In equal disputes the president shall have a casting vote. 
ab Orig: 

Item 8. 
All Punishments to be spent at the cardinal points . ...... 

Vid: Resolut: ye  9th fol. 38. 
ab Orig: 

Item 9. 
The Club shall meet in the Globe at the 1  Tuns tavern, 

three times in each sign. The first night of the sign being 
aliways one, and the other two as nearly equidistant as can 
be. Sundays etc. being avoided. And the last President in 
each year, shall make a table of the clubdays for the year 
following, and enter them in the club-book. 

ab Orig: 
Item 10. 

Each member shall have his particular sign during which 
he shall act as President, and do all the public business of 
the club; Such as keeping account of the reckoning; entering 
into the book the names of the absent members; the quan-
tity of club-wine used since the last and in the present 
club; etc. and shall take care at the end of his Presidentship 
to turn over all his concerns to the next President. Vid: 
Res: 1. fol. 35. 

ab Orig: 
Item 11. 

The reckoning shall aliways be called for at ten a clock: 
after which time the President may quit the chair, and the 
members disperse: but not before, under pain of the fore-
going punishment of £0: 2: 6: for the President, and £0-1—O 
for other members. 

ab Orig: 
1 Vid. Res. 6, M. 37,. 
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Item 12. 
The President, or a majority of ye  members sitting, shall 

have a power of silencing all such disputes as tend to the 
diminishing of the Mirth and Good Humour of the Company: 
and each refusal of Obedience to such order shall be punish-
able £0: 1: 0. 

abOrig: 
Item 13. 

None shall be admitted into the club but the members. 
ab Orig:. 

Item 14. 

A former member sojourning in the University; shall enjoy 
all the privileges of, a member of the club, except that of 
Voting in any casQ. 

ab Orig: 
item 15. 

The Wine sealed for the use of the club shall be aliways 
used at their meeting: and may be sent for by any member (to 
his own private chamber only) upon his sending a tickett. 

ab Orig: 	 . 
Item 16. 

No new article shall be made, or old one abolished without 
the universal consent of the club then sitting. Vid: Art: 21. 

ab Orig: 
Item 17. 

- When the Reckoning is called for each man shall lay down 
eighteen-pence; and what remains after the reckoning is paid 
shall be kept till the next cardinal. 

ab Orig: 
Item 18. 

If more than one bottle is snt for after the reckoning is 
first discharged, it shall be paid for by a new contribution. 

ab Orig: 
Item 19. 

No member shall lend out his tickett, to one that is not 
of the Club; or send for any of the club wine to any place 

C. A. S. Comm. VOL. XIII. 	 2Q 



304 	 R. BOWES 

but his own chamber (except at least half the company are 
members of the club) sub poena £0. 1. 0 for every bottle 
so sent for. 

ab Orig: 
Item 20. 

The member who neglects to bring his ticket, or an exact 
account of the wine he has used since the foregoing Club, shall 
forfeit the sum of £0-1-00 

April 9. . 1726. 
Item 21. 

All Disputes concerning the Interpretation of any of the 
Articles of the Club; or concerning any other affair except the 
Election of Members or making or abolishing Articles, shall be 
determined by a majority of Voices. 

May 30. 1726. 
Item 22. 

We do hereby engage ourselves to promote to the utmost 
of our power the Interest and Weilfare of such as are either 
actually members of the club or free of it. And when 'tis 
in any mans power to present to, elect into, or recommend 
to any preferment either in or out of the University; he is 
hereby obliged to Present, Elect, or Recofitend one that is 
member or free of the club, against all other candidates what-
ever; except he can produce some very notorious reason to 
the contrary. 

May 30. 1726. 
Item 23. 

It shall be in the power Of any member to put in his 
Negative within thirty days after an Election, if he thinks 
fit. Within which time the President shall inform all the 
absent Members of the Person pitch't upon, so that they may 
put in their Negative within the said time. 

June 30. 1726. 	 . . 	. 
Item 24. 	 . 	. . 

Every one that is or has been a member of the Club, shall 
certify the President Of whatever preferment he getts, or any 
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other remarkable turn of life that shall happen to him; in 
order to have it register'd (if. the club think fit) in the Journal 
or Memoirs. 

July 12. 1726. 
Item 25. 

Each member hereby obliges himself to pay into the Presi-
dents hands, for the use of the Club, at least half a Guinea, 
upon his being possest of any Living; or any other perpetual 
preferment equivalent to an Ordinary Fellowship. 

July 12. 1726. 
Item 26. 

Any former member residing in the University, shall have 
a right of succeeding into the next vacancy that shall happen 
in the Club. 

April 17. 1728. 
Item 27. 

There may be six additional members chosen who sh.all be 
denominated from the six planets, have all the Privileges of 
the other members, and succeed into the Vacant signs according 
to seniority of Election. 

Nov. 21. 1728. 

APPENDIX B.. 

CLUB THE 127. 

Agreed then Unanimously that all Articles and Bye-Laws 
preceding the date of this Club be annulled: and that for 
the future. the following Articles shall be Observed instead 
of 'em. . 

Witness 
p Grant 

r Mason 

20-2 
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ARTICLES 

agreed upon by ye Members of the Zodiac Club: 
Club ye  127. 

Imprimis 
That ye  Club shall consist. of twelve . Members at least, 

each of which shall be denominated from a particular sign 
in ye.  Zodiack.  

 
That Six more Members may be added wtb all ye..  same 

privileges as ye  former: each of wch  shall be denominated from 
one of ye  6 Planets.  

 
That all Former Members shall have all ye  privileges of 

ye  Club, Voting .excepted. Leo (Gee) only allowed a 
vote as often as present, in consideration of his having been 

S 	
ye  first Projector of ye  Club, 	 . 
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That a Vacancy in a Sign shall• be fill'd by ye  Senior 

Planet a Vacancy in a Planet shall be fihl'd by a former 
Member, if any suàh shall then reside in ye  University, other-
wise by Election. 

 
That during ye time of ye  Sun's being in any Sign, ye 

Member who is denominated from yt  Sign shall preside in 
ye  Club. 

 
One of ye Members shall be chosen Secretary on ye  Club 

before ye Foundation day by a Majority. He shall have ye  
custody of ye  Club book, Seals and cofflon Stock, shall be 
oblig'd to write all Letters and Entrys into ye  Club book etc. 
that he shall be directed by ye  Club, and take care yt ye book 
be produc'd each club under ye  penalty of one Shilling. 

 
That he keep a particular acct of all Money delivered to 

him for ye  Use of ye  Club and be obliged to produce ye  same 
once every quarter into ye  Presidents hands. 

 
The Club stock shalt be laid out in books for ye  Use of 

ye  Club, to be bought at ye  direction of a Coiitittee appointed 
for yt purpose. 

 
That one of ye Members shall be chosen Librarian in ye 

manner of ye Secretary, to have ye  custody of ye  books, and 
to be responsible to ye  Club for all such as are delivered into 
his hands, to buy such as ye  Coffiittee shall direct him and 
quarterly to give in an Acet  of  wt  he hath received and paid 
for ye Use of ye Club. 

 
That he be oblig'd to keep a catalogue of all books be-

longing to ye Club, and to produce it each club together wt 
such new books as have not yet been there. 
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That no Member take any book iito his awn Custody 

without a receipt for ye  same first given to ye Librarian 
under penalty of ye  value of y''  same to' 'be pd ye first time 
it be demanded of him in ye  Club: and yt  y books. be  corn.-
pared to ye Catalogue by a Coffiittee at least once a year and 
a report' made to ye  Club 'at ye Foundation day. 

 
That each member that hath any book in his hands shall, 

be obliged to produce ye same .at ye  next club, if demanded, 
under penalty of 61  for. default thereof. and ye same toties 
quoties. . . 

Vide pag. 61. 6. 
 

There shall be three clubs 1 , in each Sign, ye first as near 
ye beginning and ye other two as near equidistant as can be 
conveniently: a cycle of 'em to be produc'd on ye foundation 
day w' shall be on ye  tenth of December. 

 
Every club shall begin at eight o'clock, at Well  time ye  

Presidt shall take acct of ye  absent Members and receive 18d 
of each p5011 psent ye  Club to end at ten when three pints 
more may be call'd for, and ye Presidt having pd ye reckoning 
shall set down wt remains to be enter'd in ye  Club book. 

 
Absent Members who are not punish'd shall at each Car-

dinah, or at ye first time they appear at ye  Club afterwards pay 
for each night' of such absence ye  same sum weh was reserv'd 
out of each psent Member's reckoning. . . . 

 
The punishmt for absence 'to be one Shilling, and: none to 

be excused but such ts are actually confin'd by Sickness, or 
1 See fol. 96. Nov. 30, 1730, fol. 96.b. March 11, 1733, fol. 98. 
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out of ye  precincts of ye  University or detain'd by unavoidable 
lectures in College. Vid: fol. 94. b. and 95. b. 

 
All Articles, and other Secrets of ye  Club to be kept in-

• violably secret, and. no Strangers ever to be admitted. 

 
• 	Each pson shall promote upon all occasions ye  Interest of 

ye  Club and eery Member of it, as far as lies in his power, 
and Memorandums of all Services so done to be minuted 
down. 

 
When a new Member is proposed any one pson shall have 

a powei of putting in his Negative. The same Rule shall 
be observ'd in making new or abolishing old Fundamental 
Articles. In w ye Uni- cases even Members absent from 
versity shall be allowed their ,  Negatives: provided they leave 
directions with ye  Club how to write to them, and return an 
answer within 20 days afterthey are wrote to. 

2001.  
All proposals where Negatives are allow'd shall be nade 

and agreed upon' in three successive clubs before they are 
ratified. • . 

 
Every Member who is Fellow at his Admission or possess'd 

of any perpetual prefermt of ye  same value, or shall afterwards 
get a Fellowship or equivalent prefermt or any new accession 
of perpetual prefermt of, ye  same value, shall upon any of 
these cases pay into ye Presidt's hands a fee of at least half 
a Guinea. • 

 
The same fee to be due from all former Members in any 

of ye  like cases and to be demanded by ye  Secretary in 
writing. • 
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Each new Member shall contribute something toards ye 

Library. 

 
Every Member shall he oblig'd to execute any office ye  Club 

shall require of him, for at least one turn. 

 
Disputes about prefermt fees, ye  interpretation of Articles, 

or penalties where none are provided, to be fixed (pro hac vice) 
by ye  Club then sitting, and ye  case to be enter'd in ye  book. 
In all equalities ye Presidt to determine. 

 
By-Laws to be made for ye  future regulatiçn of, ye  Club 

upon any unforeseen accidts  shall be ratified by ye  majority of 
two successive clubs; and to continue in force till repealed in 
ye  same manner. 

 
The Vice-Presidentship shall be supplied in ye  following 

manner: viz: Each Planet shall have two Signs allotted him, 
as below during wch  he shall act as Presidt.  And ye  Absence 
or Vacancy of that Planet to be supplied by ye  Secretary and 
Librarian alternately. 

Irvi 

()YL 

in 
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APPENDIX C. 
Jan. 10. 1732/33. 

Agreed 
That ye  following method be obseiv'd in ye  future election 

of Members. 
The President shall declare the vacancy the first club after 

it comes to his notice, and if the vacancy be controverted, it 
shall be decided by a majority of Members sitting. In the 
following Club every Member absent or present shall (if he 
pleases) nominate one or more Candidates; and when such 
nomination is made, ye  Candidates shall be reduced to two by 
a majority of Voices. After which ye Election shall begin and 
be continued every Club successively, till one of ye two pro-
posed shall have a majority in three (tho' not successive) 
Clubs: wch  person shall then be declared by ye President duly 
elected, and may be ilItediat-ely introduced into ye  Club. 

Agreed Nov. 30. 1733. That 
The words If demanded Art. 12. be understood after it be 

demanded. 

Dec. 10. 1737. 
The 'Question being proposed by the President whether the 

4th Article viz, of a Planet being to succeed by seniority into 
the vacant Sign; should be observed in the next case, it passd 
unaniiiously in the Negative. 

APPENDIX D. 
A list of all the Members of the Zodiac Club recorded in 

the MS. 
BATE, James, Corpus, B.A. 1722, St John's, M.A. 1727, 

Bp of Ely's Fellow 1726. 
Accompanied Horace Walpole 1  as Chaplain when Ambas-

sador at Paris, Incumbent of St Paul's, Deptford. Died 1725. 
69 (Cancer) Elected Zodiac CC  ab orig." Declared vacant 

1733. 
1 Afterwards 1st Baron Walpole. 

20-5 
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BEACON, Edward, Corpus, B.A. 1726, M.A. 1730, Fellow Jan. 
1728-9. 

tj (Taurus) Elected Zodiac Feb. 21. 1721. Declared 
vacant Feb. 21, 1733-40 

BUNBURY, William, St Cath. Hall, B.A. 1730, M.A. 1734, 
Fellow Jan. 31. 1729. 

e (Terra) Elected Planet April 10. 1733. Vacant Dec. 20. 
1736. 

S 	BURTON, Francis, Pembroke Hall, B.A. 1726, M.A. 1730, 
Fellow. 	 . . 

(Leo) Eleáted Zodiac Aug. 12. 1728. 
BURTON, Henry, Emman. Coll., B.A. 1723, M.A. 1727 

(Water-bearer) Elected Zodiac April 9. 1726. De-
clared vacant Friday Nov. 1. 1728.. 

(Mercury) Elected Planet Nov. 21. 1728. Declared 
vacant Club 122 (April 21. 1730).. 

CARTER, Samuel, Son of James Carter, Rector of Melton, 
Suffolk, Trinity, Admitted June 22. 1720, Scholar April 6. 
1722, B.A. 1723, M.A. 1730. 

Presented to the Rectory of......Suffolk 1728. 
ii (Virgo) Elected Zodiac "ab orig." Declared vacant 

Friday Nov. 11. 1726. 
CLARKE, John, Corpus, B.A. 1731, M.A. 1735, Fellow. 
Elected Planet March 28. 1737. 

(Cancer) Elected Zodiac June 11. 1739. 

COMBE, Bennet, St John's, Son of Brian Combe, Attorney, 
born at Rutherbury, Dorset, B.A. 1729, M.A. 1733,. Fellow 
March 27. 1732. . 

(Venus) Elected Planet July 20. 1730. Vacant March 1. 
1733-4. 

8  (Taurus) Elected . Zodiac March 1. 1733-4. Vacant 
April 30. 1736. 

DRING, Edm. (afterwards TGarforth), Son of the late Edmund 
Dring of Malton co. York, Educated at Wakefield School, Ad-
mitted 22 Feb. 17il, Scholar 1721, Minor Fellow 1726,Major 
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Fellow 1727, took the name of Garforth, presented to the 
College the busts of Ray and Willoughby in the library in 
1751, and the portrait of Barrow in the Hall. B.A. 1723, 
M.A. 1727. 

i (Scorpio) Elected Zodiac Dec. 22. 1725. Declared 
vacant Dec. 10. 1732-3. 	 S 

FLETCHER, Richard, Emmanuel, B.A. 1723, M.A. 1728. 
* I . (Sagittarius) Elected Zodiac "ab orig." Declared vacant 

April 29. 17269 
GEE, John, Peterhouse. See ante, p. 297. 

(Leo) Elected Zodiac "ab orig." Project. Declared 
vacant June 20. 1728. 

GILBERT. This name appears as having attended meetings 
about 1739 and 1740, but it is not in the list of members, 
nor of those who signed the declaraiiion of membership. To 
possible men of that name are William Gilbert, Pemb., B.A. 
1734, and ThomasGilbert, Pet., 1737. - 

HARNEIS, Richard, Magd., B.A. 1727 ;  M.A. 1731, Fellow. 
(Jupiter) Elected Planet June 30. 1729, "Fellow ab 

orig." Declared vacant Ap. 20. 1732. 
iij (Scorpio) Elected Zodiac April 20. 1732. 

HARTLEY, David, Jesus [1705-57]. See ante; p. 299. 
'y (Capricornus) Elected Zodiac Jan. 31. 1727. Declared 

vacant May 28. 1730. 
• HOOKE, John, Trinity, Son of John Hook, Educated at 
Norwich School, Admitted 25 March 1719, Scholar 1721, 
B.A. 1723, M.A. 1727. Presented by the College to the 
Vicarage of Hatfield-Broadoak, Essex, 29 April 1728. 

(Pisces) Elected Zodiac Dec. 23. 1725. Declared vacant 
April 29. 1728. 

HiJBBARD, Henry, Oath. Hall, B.A. 1728, M.A. 1732, B.D. 
1739, Fellow of Emmanuel, 1732. 	 5 	

-. 

(Jupiter) Elected Planet March 20. 1732. 
n (Scorpio) Elected Zodiac April 30. 1736. 
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HUTCHINSON, Sandys, Son of Edw. Hutchinson of Boston, 
Educated at Kirkleatham, Trinity, Admitted 23 June 1724, 
Scholar 1725, B.A. 1727, M.A. 1731, Librarian Trinity 1729-404 
In 1734 in conjunction with Law, Taylor and Johnsor pre 
pared an edition of Stephens' Thesaurus. 

a' (Mars) Elected Planet May 10. 1732. 
(Taurus) Elected Zodiac April 30. 1736. 

JACKSON, Richard, Trinity. See ante, p.  299. 
(Terra) Elected Planet Nov. 21. 1728. Declared vacant 

Oct. 30. 1730. 
(Pisces) Elected Zodiac Oct. 30. 1730. 

JOHNSON, Thomas, Magd., B.A. 1724, M.A. 1728, Fellow. 
t (Sagittarius) Elected Zodiac April 29. 1726, "Fellow ab 

orig." Vacant July 20. 1737. 
KEY, Joseph, Trinity, Son of Benjamin Key, of Althorpe, 

Northants, Educated at St Paul's, Admitted 8 April 1720, 
Scholar 1722, B.A.1723, M.A. 1727, Presented by the College 
to the Vicarage of Monks-Kirby, Warwicks, 29 Jan. 172k. 

n (Gemini) ,  Elected Zodiac' "ab orig." Declared vacant 
Nov. 11. 1726. 

LAMBERT, Thomas, Trinity, Son of Josiah Lambert, of 
Watsfield near Kendal, Educated at Kendal School, Admitted 
8 Feb. 17,. Scholar 1721, B.A. 1723, M.A. 1727, Vicar of 

20 

Sedbergh, 30 June 1727. 
\'5 (Capricornus) Elected Zodiac "ab orig." Declared 

vacant Jan. 31. 1727. 
LAw, Edmund [1703-87], Christ's, St John's; Peterbouse 

(Master). See ante, p. 298. 
- (Libra) Elected Zodiac Dec. 22. 1725. 

Emmanuel, B.A. 1727, M.A. . 17, B.D. LYNE,. Matthew,  
1738, Fellow. 

1? (Saturn) SElected Planet Feb. 10. 1732. Vacant Nov. 30. 
1737. 

(Aquarius) Elected Zodiac Nov. 30. 1737. 
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MASON, charles, Son of Oh. Mason of, Preece, Salop, Edu-
cated at Wem, Admitted 30 Oct. 1718, Scholar 1720, B.A. 
1722, M.A. 1726, B.D. 1736, Fellow, Woodwardian Professor 
1734. 

ii (Gemini) Elected Zodia&Nov. 11. 1726. 
'MORGAN, 'John, Trinity. See ante, p. 300. 

ruz (Virgo) Elected Zodiac Jan. 10. 1727 "Fellow ab orig." 
Declared vacantAprii 30. 1732. 

Moss. 'An entry occurs 'fol. 92 (b): 1739 Oct. 20, 30 and 
Nov. 10, Mr Moss elected. This name does not occur in the 
list of members, nor of those who signed the declaration of 
mernbQrship.. It might be either Charles Moss of. Cams, B.A. 
1731, Bp of St David's and Bath and Wells, or Samuel Moss 
of King's, B.A. 1728. 

OAKES, John, Jesus, B.A. 1723, M.A. 1727, Fellow, Rector 
- of Haridsworth, Staffs. 

(Mercury)* Elected Planet Oct. 30. 1730, "Fellow ab 
orig." Declared vacant Dec. 20. 1732. 

PAENE, Thomas, Trinity. See ante, p. 300. 
? (Venus), Elected Planet May 10. 1734, "Fellow ab orig." 
PARRIS, Francis Sawyer, Sidney, B.A. 1723, M.A. 1728, B.D. 

1735, D.D. 1747, Fellow, Master 1746. 
(Mercury)' Elected Planet Jan. 20. 1732, "Fellow ab. 

orig." Declared vacant Club 177 (Oct. 30. 1730). 
(Cancer) Elected Zodiac June 10. 1736. 

PATRICK? Symon, Oath. Hall, B.A. 1726, M.A. 1730, Fellow. 
)E (Pisces) Elected Zodiac. April 29. 1728, "Fellow ab 

.orig.", Declared vacant Club 177 (Qct. 30. 1730). 

PEGGE, Samuel, St John's. See ante, p. 292. 	 S  
d' (Mars) Elected Planet 119th Club (March 21. 1729). 

Declared vacant Ap.- 20. 1732. 
ROWNING, John, Magd. See dnte, p. 299. 
ê (Terra) Elected Planet March 10. 1731.. Declared 

vacant' March 20. 1732. 
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0 (,Cancer) Elected Zodiac March 20 1732. Declared 
vacant June 10. 1736. 

RUTHERFORTH, Thomas, St John's. See ante, p. 299. 
Elected Planet March 25. 1738. 

SKOTLOWE, Charles, Corpis B.A. 1724, M.A. 1728, B.D. 
1736, Fellow. 

12 (Saturn) Elected Planet April 20. 1730, "Fellow ab 
orig.'.' Declared vacant Dec. 20. 17320 

lit (Scorpio) Elected Zodiac Dec. 30.. 1732. Declared 
vacant April 30. 1736. 	 . 

SOUTHERNWOOD, Thomas, King's, BA. 1728, M.A. 1732, 
Fellow. 

Elected Planet March 1. 1737-8. 
(Sagittarius) Elected Zodiac. March 1. 1738, "Fellow 

ab orig." 

TAYLOR, John, St John's. See ante, p.  300. 
? (Venus) Elected Planet Nov. 21. 1728. Declared, vacant 

May 28. 17300 
(Capricornus) Elected Zodiac May 28. 1730. 

TEMPEST, Robert, Peterhouse, B.A. 1723. 
Fo. 94 (37) Jan. 31. 1727. Resolved that Ds Tempest of 

Peterhouse^ shall have the Privileges of a former Member, in 
Consideration of his having been formerly elected. 

The name does not appear. in the list of members, nor 
among those who signed the declaration of membership. 

THIRLBY Henry, Jesus, B.A. 1723, M.A. 1727. 
(Taurus). Elected Zodiac "ab orig." Dec. 10. 1725. De -

dared vacant Jan. 31. 1727. 
? (Saturn) Elected Planet Nov. 21. 1728. Declared va-

cant March 4. 1729. 	. 	. 	. 	.. . 

TRANT, William, Christ's, B.A. 1722, K.A. '1726 1  Fellow 
TApril 26. 1726.'  

'r (Aries) Elected Zodiac Jan. 28. 1726.' 	' 
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WILKINSON, John, Emmanuel, B.A. 1725, IVLA. 1729, B.D. 
1736, Fellow. 

(Aquarius) Elected Zodiac Aug. 12. 1728, "Fellow ab 
orig." Vacant Dec. 10. 17370 

[I. have to acknowledge the help given• to me by Mr W. 
Aldis Wright, Vice-Master of Trinity, Mr. R. F. Scott (now 
Master), of St John's, and Dr Walker, of Peterhouse, in supply-
ing the particulars respecting members of those Colleges.] 
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