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The following alteration in Law V was adopted: 
NEW LAW V. OLD LAW V. 

No publications of the Society 
shall be issued to a member until 
the subscription for the current year 
be paid. 	 . 	 .. 	 .. ... 

If the annual subscription of V. 	If the annual subscription 
any member be six months in ar of any member be twelve months in 
rear, the Treasurer shall make ap- arrear, the Treasurer shall make 
plication for it; application, for it 

and if it be not paid within one 
month, . a second application shall 
be made for it;. and if it be not 
then paid within one month of such 
second application, such member 
shall cease to rceivè the publica- 
tion 	of the Society until all arrears 
are. paid. 

If the said subscription be. still If the said subscription be still 
unpaid at the expiration of one unpaid at the expiration of two 
year 	. 	 . 	 . years. 

from thO 	 from the 
time when it became due it shall be time when it became due, it shall be 
in, the power of the Council to re- in the power of the Council to re- - 

move the name of such member move, the name of such member 
fiom the list of the Society, and in from the list of the Society, and in 
that case the Secretary shall'inforth that case the Secretary shall inform 
him of the fact. A member hall him of the fact. A member shall 
no be considered as having ceased not be cônidered as having ceased 
to .belong to the Society until he to belong to the Society until he 
shall have received such 'notice, or,  . shall have received such notice or 
shall have given notice of resigna- shall have given notice of resigna-
tion in writing to the Treasurer or tion in writing t the Treasurer or 
Secretary. - Secretary. 

Sir ROBERT S BALL LLD..'F R S, delivered a lecture, 
illustrated with lantern views, on 	. . 

THE WORK OF EARLY 'ASTRONOMERS. 

18-2 
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CHAPTER I. Cambridge Mills in Domesday Book. 

Picturesque and 'valuable were the Water-Mills in the 
Manors of old. "It is possible'• that in most villages there is 
no more ancient trace of man 's handiwork than the out which 
supplies the mill." 
• And jealously guarded were the pow'er's and privileges of 

the owner and the tenant-.of the mill, while the authorities 
of the town or the village community carefully watched : those 
rights and customs, and often endeavoured to get them into 
their :OWII keeping. " 

This may. be seen—in the case of the mills of. Cambridge 
awayback in the time of the Norman Conquest for we find 
the following entry' in the Domesday Book: 

"Ipse Picotfecit ibi .iij. moleñd..• q' aufer. pasturam et plures domos 
destruunt et molendinurn unum abbatis de 'Ely, et alterum. Alani comitis. 
Ipsa molendina reddunt ix lib. per annum. 

It 'may be added that in an 'official document quoted-in the 
Inquisitio Gomit at us Gantabrigiensis, the following order is 
given: . 

"Molendinum 'de Grañtebrigge quod Picotus fecit destruaur si alterum 
disturbat." 	. 

While in the body of the same work  we find included 
among' the possessions' of "Picot. vicecomes": 

"duo.molendina' in burgo grantebrigge.. de. viii. lib," 

These entries are obscure and call for comment, as regards 
the doings of the sheriff Picot. 

- Previously to the time of this official there were evidently 
only two mills, one belonging to the Abbot of. Ely and the other 
to Count Alan The record of what Picot did reads as if he 
erected three mills;. and it has been .contended that the Ely 
entry implies that the order of King William to Archbishop 

1 Ballard, Domesday Inquisition,-, '.172.' 
2 Domesday Book, i, p. 189.. 

- 	Inq. Com. Cant., ed. Hamilton, .p. XX, 	
: 

'. Ibid., p.  123. 
Bennett and Elton, History-of Corn Milling, ii, p. 120. 
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Lanfranc had been carried out, destroying one of those three, 
and still leaving,, tWO mills - belonging. to the sheriff. 

In answer to this, however, it may be pointed out that it is 
extreniely. improbable that three new nii11s should be erected; 
thera i's''-  no room for .the m' on the rfrer or the mill-stream; there 
is 'rio' record of them iii after days. We must iranslate the 
opening of the sentence quoted above from the Domesday 'Book, 
and purpOsely left in its contracted form: "PiCot made 'there a 
third mill." ,  The 'word, which follow - about the'taking away of 
pasture and the destructiOn of houses, 'are a not uncommOn 
formula of complaint ;' "espeCially if' it be remembered that the 
sentence is in the Domesday Book preceded by 'tle w o'rds: 

"Reclament autem [burgenses] super Picotum vicecomitem communem 
pasturem sibi per eum et ab eo ablatarn"; 

which may refer to other parts of the town and its suburbs. 
That the sheriff only erected one mill is 'supported by the order 
quoted 'in 'the Ely Inquisition Book which speaks of "the mill 
(in the singular) which Picot made";' 'while 'the other Ely 
record, 'referring, to 'the sheriff's two* mills, 'may be explained as 
alluding to the' two. mills Which' 'did not belong to the 'Abbot, 
and which are carelessly both allotted to Picot. 

A"9 	at the map and the course of the river which flows 
through, or round, Cambridge, will shew that the pdsiti'on of 
".the-Abbot'sMill," or the Bishop's Mill," asit was afterwards 
called, is one likely to have been choseri in the earliest ..times; 
while the cutting. of .a mill-stream from, where the Ladies' 
Bathing Sheds now stand to the Newnham M'll is also obviously 
a very old undertaking.  

Accordingly we find that, when the .  Norman régiie began, 
there was 'a mill belonging to the Ely ecclesiastical 'authorities 
where' the water tumbles into the pool near, the present Queens' 
College, and another mill at the end of the cut formed on the 
west' side of Sheep's Green. This 'latter : mill had 'doubtless 
been transferred' by the Conqueror from the Saxon lady Edith 
to Alan of Britanny and RichmOnd.  

Picot's new mill was probably built side by side -  with the 
Abbot's Mill; where, ever since,'these twin erections.- have stood 
practically "under,  the' same 'roof."':  
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4111, 

Camb. Ant. Soc. Vol. XIV 	 Plate IV, p. 182 

Mills, in Braun's Map of Cambridge (c. 1575) 

Mills, in Hamond's Map of Cambridge (1592) 
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• We must proceed briefly to record the history of these three 
mills during the last- eight centuries and a half. - 

But a word or 'two may be p'ermitted A*s to -the position of 
the mills relatively to the town as. a whoe, or to the dual 
portions of Cambridge on either side of the celebrated bridge 
which gave its name to a county. 

The mills, of course, stood conveniently near to the St Benet's 
district; but what  the northern, or. Castle, end of Cam-
bridge ? Was that portion served by the Abbot's Mill, or even 
by its neighbour across the waters at Newnham? 

Or, on the other hand, was there a mill in the Castle 
District? Mr Arthur Gray, in his remarkable paper' on The 
Dual Origin of the Town of Oarnbriclge, says that there 
"crtainly" was, basing his conclusion on the fact that ther 
was formerly a "Mime Lane" in St Peter's parish. "As the 
lane was next the river the mill was evidently a waterm1l." 
It may be added that, among the possessions of - the Merton 
Hall estate  in Cambridge or the neighbourhood was, a water-
mill; but it is not recorded whereabouts this was situated. 
Neither is it known whether this was the mill for which 'the 
Corporation of Cambridge used to pay £1 per annum to Merton 
for a mil1 which they ]eased from that college 

There is, however, no definite record of awater-mill in the 
northern part of Cambridge, nor is it easy to name a part of 
the river in that neighbourhood, where there is likely to have 
been" a tumbling bay." 

We are driven back, therefore, to the supposition that the 
inhabitants of the Castle end were compelled to carry their 
corn, perhaps along the left bank of the river, to the Newnham 
Mill; and with this may be linked 'the strange fact that the 
parish of. St. Gilés; stetch.es away south' to meet that of Grant'- 
chester.  

1  C.4 .S. Quarto Publications, New Series, No. 	13. 
2  Cooper,- Annals, i, p.  192. 	. 

Maitland,. Township isnd Borough, p.203. An extract in a Rental for, the 
Manor of Merton, quoted by Bowtell (MSS., vol. .3, p.  539), connects this 
payment with the King's Mill.. - .  ." • 
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CHAPTER II. The Tithes of the Mills. 

A consideration of the tithes paid by the mills will naturally 
throw light upon the ownership of them. There are many 
allusions to these tithes; but unfortunately such gaps occur in 
their history, that the writer is unable togive a linked record 
of them. . . 

Count Stephen, of Britanny, who, was Earl of Richmond 
from about the year 1110 to the year 1137, and who held one 
of the mills at Cambridge as belonging to his -" honour," gave' 
the tithe thereof to the Abbey of St Sergius and St Baçhus in 
Anjou, which monastery had a cell at Swavesey in Carnbridge 
shire, where also was a manor which for generations was part 
of the Richmond, or. Britanriy, fief. We find, for instance, that 
this manor was at the beginning of the thirteenth century, in 
the hands of Alan III, Viscount of Rohan, who had married 
Constance, the daughter of Alan le Noir, son of the above-
mentioned Stephen, and who had on his marriage received 
certain portions 2  of the Richmond property. About the time 
when King John lost his continental possessions, the Viscount 
of Rohan handed over 3  this property to a cousin, Roger de la 
Zouche, receiving in exchange certain lands in Britanny. The 
Zouches retained for long these Cambridgeshire estates. Dug-
dale gives a doument, upon which however, some suspicion 
has been cast, wherein William 'de la Zouche confirms to the 
monks of Swavesey ' the grant made by his ancestors to the 
Anjou Abbey, whereof, as remarked above, -the Priory at 
Swavesey was a cell. Another records, of the year 1290, 
informs us that the Prior of this cell was receiving twenty 
shillings as tithe, for a mill in the parish of Grantesete (or 
Grantchester) It is also stated in the same document that 

•1 Dugdale, Baronage, 1, 47; 31onasticon, ii, 1001,'2; Eyton, Shropshire,ji, 
240; G. E. Cockayne, Complete Peerage, viii, 222, 529; Courthope's' Nicolas, 
Historic Peerage, p. 524. 

2 Blomefield, Norfolk,. ii, 407,8; but the author thakes Constance: to be' the 
daughter, and not the sister, of Conan IV.  

Dugdale, Baronage,-.i. p. 688; Morice, Histoire, i, pp. 783,-:81311)  836, &c. 
Baronage, vi, 1001, 2. 	•. ... ......' . 	.:, 	.' . 	" ' 
Masters's History of Corpus Christi college. (edition .1753), Appendix,.-p. 14. 
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the scholars of the Bishop of Ely," i.e. the members of Peter-
house, as rectors of the Church adjoining their college, were 
also receiving sixpence as* tithe from the sune mill. A little 
later—in 'the year 1309—we find' that the rector of Grant-
chester quitted-claim to the Peterhoiise authorities of the 
tithes of the fruits of the Croft called "Mille-Croft opposite 
Le Suohes Mlle within the limits of the parish of Grantesete." 

From this we gather that the mill. (or mills) at Newnham 
were on the borders of the parishes of St Mary-the-less and 
of Grantchester, and that a settlement was come to, at the 
beginning of the fourteenth century, whereby.the tithes of the 
mill (or mills) there were assigned to the lay-rectors of St Mary's 
—or rather part of the tithes; for, as we. have seen, the larger 
share still belonged to the Swavsey Priory... 

We must retrace our steps and' look at - another record', 
dated 1219, and preserved among the St. Radegund documents 
in the treasury of Jesus College. There we find an interesting 
agreement whereby Laurence the Prior and the Convent of 
Barnwell agree to pay to the Prioress and the Convent of 
St Radegund an annual rent of nine shillings for the full 
possession of the tithes of a water-mill of the fee of William de 
Mortuo-mari in the town of Cathbride.. 

This tithe (or part of it) apparently passed into the hands 
of the authorities of St John's Hospital (the forerunner of the 
College of that name), but how it thus passed we do not know. 
The Mortimers, we know, were benefactor' to the Hospital in 
the days of King John or of his son; and it may be that they 
were the donors. 	 .. 	 . 	 . 

When (in theyear 1284) Hugh de Balsham, Bishop of Ely, 
transferrèd 4  his secular scholars from the 'Hospital in the Jewry 
to the Hostels, which have since developed into Peterhouse, he 

1 'PeterhOuse, Registrüm Vetüs, pp. 52, '3. The writer thanks Dr. Walker for 
kind help in consulting the College doëuments.'  

The Priory of St Radegund, by A. Gray, M.A., C.A.S., xxxi; p.  133. The 
writer is indebted, for 'permission to inspect this' deed, 'to the 'courtesy of 
Mr Gray; with whose note on page 134 he does not agree. 

Rotuli Hundredorum, ii, p.  359; Maitland, Township and Borough, 
pp. 179, 180. 

"Bentham, Ely, pp. 1509  1, &c. 
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endowed them, with the Church of St Peter; without Trunip 
ington. Gate and "the tithes of two mills, thereto, belonging, 
which St John's Hospital used to hire." 

The two mills, however, thus referred to, were doubtlèss:the 
King's Mill and. the Bishop's Mill. With regard to the forrner,  
of these and the adjacent mill-dam, long-continued disputes' 
took place between the authorities of St John's Hospital and 
of the  Town Corporation on the one hand and the members of 
Peterhouse on the other hand. In' the year. 1318 the last-
named commenced an action against the former, which, was 
carried on for several years —successive mayors upholdilig The 
objectionto pay the tithes to ". the Bishop of Ely's scholar." 
A long and detailed account of the varied proce.edingsis recorded 
in the Old Register at Peterhouse. It needs only be said here 
that, after excommunication had been resorted to, the Mayor 
and Bailiffs wereordered to pay £80 for tithes due for some 
30 years, together. with the.. costs of the various stages of the 
action. . 

Years afterwards, in 1379, the Mayor and Bailiffs again 
supported :an attempt to resist the: payment of tithes for fish 
taken in' the mill-dam; when. one Roger Toler, "the farmer of 
the pool," and again a John Fisher, .refused to pay the tithe. 
The Peterhouse authorities . were ultimately succesful; .and 
about the year.-,1410 an agreement 2  was come ,o .assenting to 
the payment. . 

Thus the two. mills, at " the' Small Bridges" and the.. mill 
(or mills), at Newnham all' long ago paid tithe to the author' ities 
of Peterhouse, as impropriators of the adjacent Church; and 
still', under 'the Apportionment of 1850: and the Award' o'f. the 
next year, small rent :, charges 'in lieu of 'tithes 'aie. paid to the 
College.  

Peterhouse Registru'ns Vetus; Cole, Add. MSS., .(B.M.) no. .5842, 3; 
Dr Walker's History of Peterhouse, 45-7.  

' Péterhouse Reyistruni Vetus, p. 87.  
Cooper 	 )z 71 	in p 336 
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CHAPTER III. Lords 'of th Mills. 

We have seen that at the date of the Domesday Inquisition 
the owners-of the mills were the Abbot of Ely and Count : Alan, 
to whom Picot the Sheriff joined himself. 

To the Abbot and his successors the Bishops of Ely allusion 
will be made later on.. 	 - 

We proceed to deal' with Alanus comes. This distinguished 
soldier came over with the Conqueror, and by him was rewarded, 
we .  gather from the Domesday Book, with no less than 442 
manors -in different parts of the country, including the honour 
of 'Richmond. As regards our neighourhood, he was given 
63 lordships in Cambridgeshire, as well as certain bugages in 
the county town.  
• Count Alan was one of the younger sonsof Eudo, count of 
Penthièvre, who was a younger son of Geoffrey, duke of Britanny 
and of Hawise a daughter of Richard I, duke of 'Normandy. 
The earldom of Richmond, when Count Alan died without issue, 
passed in succession to two or three of his brothers';. of whom 
the. last was Stephen, who also. succeeded to the 'Penthièyrê 
possessions on the death of his eldest brother. Geoffrey Botterel 
in 1093. . The Richmond title and estates passed into the bands 
of Alan, the second son f Stephen, the count of Pnthivre, 
'This Alan, who styled himself' "comes Angliac, ,  et Britannie," 
and was a keen supporter 'of Stephen, King of England, in the 
contests with the Empress Maud, rnarrieçl, Bertha the daughter 
of Conan III, surnamed le Gros, duke of Britanny, and-: was the  
father of Conan IV and of Constance the wife of Alan, The 
third viscount of Rohan. , Conan IV (his father Alan having 
died in 1146 and his grandfather the. duke having passed 'away 
two 'years later) styled himself -  "Dux •Britanni- et ome 

1 For information contained in this Chapter see Historical and Geographical 
works on Britanny by de la Borderie, Morice, Lobineau, &c.'; Dugdale's 
Baronage and iVlonast. Añgl.; Cockayn'e's Nicblas's Historic -Peercge ;' '_ncluding 
the Corrigenda; '3rd 'Report. of Lords' Committee on the" Dignity of a' 'Peer; 
D.N. B.; Blomefield's Norfolk,; Eyton's Shropshire; Nichols's Le.icester ; Gale's 
Registruns Honoris de Richmond, &c.  

2 Gale's' Honor of Richmond, Appendix, pp. 100-2. 	' ...... 
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Richernondia," From him descended a long historic line. His 
daughter Constance—the pathetic lady of Shakespeare's King 
John—was thrice married by her first husband, Geoffrey, a 
son of our Henry II, she had, among other children, a son 
Arthur of unhappy fate; by her third husband, Guy, viscount 
of Thouars, she was the mother of Alice; who, marrying Peter 
de Dreux, brought to him the lands of the honour of Richmond. 
We need not detail the members of this family, in whose 
possessions the Richmond property remained for a century and 
a half—with such vicissitudes as often fell to English property 
in Norman French hands. One interesting link in the chain 
may, however, be referred to; when John of Britanny was earl 
of Richmond, he made in 1333 a grant' of the castles of Rich-
mond &c. and all the manors and lands belonging to the earldom 
to his niece Mary de St Paul, the widow of Aylmer de Valence, 
earl of Pembroke. This distinguished lady is commemorated 
in the list of Cambridge benefactors as the foundress of the 
college which bears her husband's name. 

We return to Bertha,. the Duchess of Britanny, whose first 
husband Alan, the supporter of King Stephen, had brought to 
her the Richmond estates. This Earl Alan died in 1146, and 
his widow afterwards married Eudo the son and successor of 
Geoffrey; viscount of Porhoët and nephew of Alan, first viscount 
of Rohan. This count Eudo had a brother' Alan' le Coche or 
Zouche, who married Adeliza, sister of Philip dè Belmeis', of 
Tong Castle, settled in England and became the founder of a 
family from which sprang many men distinguished in Church 
and State. Among these may be mentioned several Chancellors 
and Benefactors of our University. . 

Portions of the Richmond estate seem to have passed to 
members of the Porhoët and Rohan families. Records of such 
transfers are not always 'forthcoming; but we read how Alan IV 
of. Rohan obtained a part 4  of the property ,  of the Richmond 

" Gale's Honorof Richnioñd, Appendix, cxxviii; p 177. 	' 
Ego Eudo comes.. consëntu .et ácinciliafratrum mëorum videlicet Joscii 

vice-comitis et Alani Cocche concessi,. &c." Lobineau, vol. ii, p. 157). . 
' Morice, i, p.  655; Nichols's Leicester, .111,. ii, p. '56L- .. 

Morice, i, pp. 783, 831,836, &c.. 	•.. . 	 . 	 .., 	 . 
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Honour on his marriagefo Constanàe, daughter of Alan le Noir, 
Earl of Richmond, and Bdrtha his wife, the Duchess of Britanny 
mentioned above. And again we find Alan IV exchanging', in 
1199, such property for possessions in Britanny owned by his 
relatives the Zouches. Among the lands thus exchanged were 
certain manors in CamI*idgeshir. 

The Zouches were united in marriage with many noble 
families in England. Among such connexions, we may mention 
their alliance with the MortimCrs. Joyce Zouche, towards the 
end of the thirteéñth century married Robert de Mortimer; 
and their son (inheHting property from .both parents) was 
known as William de' Zouche de Mortimer. He married Eleanor 
(one of the coheiresses of Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester), 
whose sister Elizabeth was the foundress (or second foundress) 
of Clare College in our University. 

We shall see, in a future chapter, that for centuries mills at 
Cambridge were known by the names. of ZOuche and Mortimer. 
Some authorities speak of I  these mills as one and the same, and 
suppose that the ownership 'p assed from the one family to the 
other. . 

It might, of course, be thought that the transfer took place 
in connexion with the Zouche-Mortimer marriage Just. men-
tioned. But it will be seen that the Mortimers were lords of 
the. mill and other Newnham property many years previously .  
.to that alliance. The lamented Professor Maitland said', in .his 
picturesque style: "Some loyal son, of Gonville and Caius 
should solve the problem "; for the valuable Mortimer property 
has passed to that college. The present writer has been 
courteously allowed to go through the old deeds' of this estate; 
but, these interesting documents do not mention the name of 
Zouche. 

From these and from other records it may be gathered not 
only that the Mortimer family, whose name is linked with one 
of our mills, had property 4  at Attleborough in Norfolk and 

Blomefield's Norfolk, ii, pp.  407, 8. 
2, Maitland, Township and Borough, p.  180. 
'. The writer desires to acknowledge the kind facilities afforded him by the 

Rev. J. B. Lock, Bursar of Gonville and Caius College.  
Rot. Hund. ii, 514, 547, 553, &c... 	 . 
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at Kingston. and • Foton in Cambridgeshire, but . also tha 
memb'ers' thereof' were infideniál -residents in our town, oi, at 
any rate in Newnham,wheie'. a niansion, that had been part of 
the Carmelite establishment in that suburb, was used as a 
dwelling-place by Sir. Thomas Mortimer and others. . Much 
might be said of this distinguished family, but we must content 
ourselves with referring to tb6 ladies who, when the male. side 
failed, passed on the: property. Of the three daughters 6f'-the 
last Sir Thomas' Mortimer, Cicely married -twice; 'her ,  first 
husband being. Sir John de.. Herling, while from her second 
alliance, 'with Sir. John Ratcliffe, came in later years the Thomas 
Radcliffe, Earl of Sussex, whose 'wife, the lady Frances Sidney, 
was the, fouridress of Sidney-Sussex College. 

Sir. Robert ilerling, the son of the first marriage just alluded 
to, took to wife Joan Gonville, of th'o house a 'member of which 
founded another great Cambridge College. Anne, the daughter. 
of Sir Robert .Herling and .Joan Gonville, was thrice iiiarried, 
first to Sir William Chamberlain, K.G. (who died in 1460), 
,secondly to Sir Robert Wingfield' '(d.'. 1480), and thirdly to 
John, Lord Scrope of Bolton—who, by the bye, was the widower 
.of' Lady Zouche of Harynworth. 

.Lady Scroe, who suivivd her third husband,. was proud 6f 
her' connexion with the Genvilles and the Morimers; -and- to 
the College which bears her mother's name she left the manor 
o( Newnharn—which;. she says, was inherited from "myn aun 
cestres the Mortymers'." This manor includes the Newnham 
Mill.  

We turn -to the records 'of Picot the Sheriff, 'whose' mill-
building soon after the date of the Conquest is alluded to in 
'the 'Domesday Book and other contemporary documents. 'Upon 
"this- follower of William the-'First had'-been bestowed the. - barony 
of 'Bourn and -other property in the' 'county 'of which he was 

1 "Relaxatio Prioris de Carmelo facta Constantino de Mortuo Mari pro 
messuagio in quo pnius..habitavit in Newnham:" (4 Ed. II). Deeds in the 
Treasury at Caius.  

2 Test. Ebor., iv (Surtees Society), p. 1.50. 	- .. , 	- 	.......... 
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appointed 	•. The—,'sto'ry—'of the foundation' of the Church 
of St Giles nër' the Castle of Cambridge and the establishment 
of certain Canons in that vicinity by Picot and his wife Hugoline 
is well known." The founders, however, did not long survive 
their -benefaction, nor did theii'-son and heir Robert long retain 
their possessions; for, on his participation in a conspiracy 
against Henry I, that King forfeited the Picot property and 
bestowedit upon Pain Peverel. We need not here record his 
benefactións to the Augustinian canons of St Giles on their 
removal to -Barnwell. He died in 1122 and was succeeded by 
his son William; upon whose death, in the Holy' Land during 
the  second Crusade the Peverel fief was divided among his 
sisters - the Cámbridgeshire estates passing to Matilda de 
Dover. When this lady' died without children, her nephew 
Geoffrey Pecche, owner of the manor of Kingston and other 
possessions, succeeded to her estate, including the patronage of 
the Priory at Barnwell. In Mr J. W. Clark's adthirable preface 
to the Liber Mernorancloruin of that celebrated monastery, and 
in" the late Professor Maitland's lucid legal introduction to the 
ame may' be 'read anaccount of the Pecche family—including 

an acute note  on the transfer of the barony—in the middle of 
the thirteenth century—from Gilbert Pecche 'to King Edward I 
and his Queen Eleanor.. 

A somewhat different account mTay be quoted from a curious 
document 3  prepared for the University in 1587:• 

"The other 3 mlles, erected.-by Picott, continued in his heires (as is to 
be collected by the records of fourmer tyrnes) untill the daies of Edw. Iste. 
at the lëaste: as namelie thus. Picott, dyinge without isue male, be-
-stowed his onlie daughter in the house of the Peverells, with -  which 
farnilie, together with the lands of Picott her father, there descended the 
Baronage of Bowrne in the Countie of Cambridge; which Peverell beinge 
thereof 'possessed, and wantinge issue male, bestowed his:  onely daughter 
uppon Gilbert Peachie: the last of which familie fallinge into the dis 
'pleasure of K. Edw. the firste .(after he had preferred his sons, *liich he 
had by a second wife) did, by deede, bestowe his landes' uppon the saide 
K. Edward the firste." 

1 Ecci. de Barnw. Liber Memorandor'u;n (J. W. Clark, M.A.), p.  38. 
2 ibid., p. xlvi. 

Cole, Add. MSS. (British Museum), 5852, If. 182 b, &c. See Appendix B. 
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In this somewhat confused passage, it will be seen that the 
ownership of. the mill (or. mills) 'erected at the Conquest is 
presumed to have remained in private hands for some two 
centuries, and only to have passed into the King's hands by 
the transaction which Professor- Maitland so characteristically 
expounded.  

This, contention is, however, almost certainly mistaken. 
The' mill in question was .perhaps. never private property, and 
did not pass with the Picot estate. It was, doubtless, in name 
and reality "the King's Mill " almost from the first. 

In one of the earliest extant Pipe Rolls'; for instance—that 
of 2 Henry II—we find, that. Pain, the Sheriff of Cambridge-
shire, on passing his accounts at the Exchequer, had £4 allowed 
him for the waste 'of the borough of Cambridge and the mill 
(or mills). 

While in the second Charter' of King John to the Burgesses 
of Cambridge free possession is granted—on rendering the 
ancient farm—of—inter alia---the "mills, waters and 'pools." 

In the hundred Rolls,' of 1278, the title, "the King's Mill," 
is. used 'not as comparatively modern; but as of old and 
immemorial custom. 

CHAPTER IV. The Bishop's Mill. 

We have seen that the Domesday Inquisition tells us that 
there existed at that, date a mill belonging to the Abbot of Ely. 
How long it had been the property of the monastery we do not 
know.' The Liber Eliensis, though it mentions two Cambridge 
fisheries' that had been given to the Abbot, has no record of a 
mill.'.  

When the bbacy was converted' into a Bishopric, and Hervé 
'le Bretai was:ap.pointed Bishop of Ely in1109, the mill was, of 
course, henceforth known as the Bishop's Mill." 

1 May. Rot., 2 Hen. II, rot. 2, b; Madox, Hist. of Exch.,i, 449 (b) nd 
693 (b); Cooper, Annals, i, 27. 	 ' 

2 The Charters of the Borough of Cambridge, Maitland and Bateson, P. 8. 
,' Liber Eliensis, pp.  131, 135.  
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The jurors of the Hundred Rolls reported' as follows, in 
.1278: 

"It dicüt qd Ec' Elyens' tenet un' molendinü aqtict et unü p  'It  u 
ptinens ad tcm molendinu et . x. so. annui reddi in dca uilla CANT' 
Quod q'dm molendinu ptu et annuus redd walent p  ann' . x. lib QualA et 
q°  m° et a q° tempore q° warent' dcus Euic' p'tha molendin' patu redd tenet 
ignorant." 

In the year 1507, on July 9th, James Stanley, Bishop of 
Ely, with the assent of the Prior and Convent, demised 2  to the 
Mayor, bailiffs and burgesses his water-mill, called the Bishop's 
Mill in, Cambridge, with all the commodities, profits, and 
advayles thereunto belonging, and also a certain meadow 
thereunto lying, and certain implements, for 99 years, from 
Michaelmas then next, at the rent of £9. lOs., the lessees 
covenanting to repair the mill and darns. 

The Corporation sub-let the mill. For . instance, we learn 
from the A.ccounts of the Treasurers of the Town, that Hugh 
Chapman 3  held it at a rent of 10 guineas per- annum. - So, in 
1566, Thomas Simpson 4  farmed both the Bishop's and the 
King's. Mills. In a lease .5  of the Bishop's Mill made to the same 
miller on the 21st of August of the following, year, the customs 
of these two mills are declared to be as follows: 

"The Bishop's Mill shall not grind until the King's Mill' beginneth to 
grind, and shall leave grinding when the King's Mill leaveth, and if the 
occupier of the King's Mill do not begin to grind at convenient time, or 
else if he be let by reason that his mill stones be in letynge, or his mill be 
broken, or hath any other let, so that he cannot grind, then the farmer of 
the  said Bishop's Mill may grind and leave at his pleasure.' And also that 
the farmer of the Bishop's Mill shall suffer the occupier of the King's Mill 
to take part of such grist coming to the said Bishop's Mill as often as the 
said King's Mill shall lack grist to grind." 

In a document, previously quoted from 6, drawn up by the 
University in 1587, it is stated that: the Abbott's Mill 
continued in his successors, and in the Bisshopps of the Sea 

Rot. Hund., ii, p.  356.. 
2 Baker MS. xxxv, p.  461; Cooper, Annals, i, P. 288. 

Bowtell MS., vol. iii, p.  677; Maitland, Township and Borough, p. 205. 
Cooper, Annals, ii, p.  228. 

' Ibid., ii, p. 232.-, 
6 See p.  191; Appendix B. 
C. A. S. comm. VOL. XIV. 	 14 
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of Elye ever since the saide time, untill the late exchange 
made by her Majestie with the neue Bishoppe of that. Sea." 
Bentham, in his History, gives details of the exchange here 
alluded to, and mentions that the Bishop's Mill at Cambridge 
was among the properties transferred. 

In theyear 1601, in anticipation of the falling in of the 
lease, the Vice-Chancellor and Heads of the University wrote' 
to Lord Buckhurst, the Lord High Treasurer, praying that they 
might have a grant of the "water-mill, antiently erected within 
the Towne of Cambridge, being an appendant unto the lordship 
of Ditton, and as yet for some time in the tenure of the Towne 
of Cambridge, by a demise therein from a Bishop of that Sea." 
They go on to say: 

"Very like it is that our. neighbors of the Towne having all the rest 
of the Mills here at theii' own command will not be unready very instantly 
to' seeke for the continuance of this also. But their drifte beinge therein 
apparent by such inordinate insolence dealinge as bath been lately shewed, 
etc., etc." 

In the record S2  of the Court of the Commissioners of Sewers 
preserved in the University Registry, there are many complaints 
made and orders quoted as to the "scowring and roading" of 
the River near the Mills. The following specimens may be 
given—under date 1630: 

"Item we finde that the Kings Mill and the Bishopps Mill there Mill 
dames are full of shoules and mudd and scoureinge and hinders the 
passage of the water." 

"Item wee present the millers. of Kings Mill and Byshops Mill for that 
they keepe not fludgates before their mills as they have done before time 
which is a great wronge to thO meadow and common." 

Sometimes the millers complain of one another. For 
instance, in the year 1634, Thomas South, then the farmer of 
the Bishop's Mill, and Thomas Dissington, King's miller coni-
plained' of "wrongs done by M' Phillip Wolfe and his servants 
unto the Kings Mill and Bishops Mill and their Tennants by 
rakeing casting-and paveing of the darn belonging -to the Kings 

' Baker, MS. xxvii, P. 24; Cooper, 4nnais, ii,p. 612. 
2 Univ. Reg., Sewers, &c., 3. 2. 82 (108-113). . 

Ibid., 3. 1. 30. 	 .  
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Miii nd Bishops Mill in. Cambridge." " Thomas South and the 
Towne Miller and others have often taken one of the offenders 
in the act." 

The three • mills were sometimes farmed by the same 
individual. Thus the Thomas Dissington mentioned above was 
granted by the Corporation' on August 16th, 1635, a lease for 
21 years of the King's, the Bishop's and Newnham Mills. As, 
indeed, Robert Dawson had been away back in Queen Elizabeth's 
time (in 1583). 

In Alderman Newton's Diary2, under date 5January. 12, 1669 
—being a "Grand Common Day "-" a lease of the Mills also 
was granted to Alderman Williams and M' Townesend to hold 
for - years, and out of the first 2 yeares they to be allowed 
20 or 21 1. paid by them for repayres." Samuel Newton hd 
forgotten the number of years for which the lease was granted; 
but from the Corporation records' we find that it was for the 
usual period of twenty-one years. 

Such too was the length of years granted to John Anderson 
(again for all three mills) on December 23rd, 1777. In the 
family of this grantee the Newnham Mill remained till within 
'iving memory. 

	

From the Andersons, the Bishop's Mill (which had become 	-" 
freehold property) passed to the Nutter family; who also leased 
the King's Mill. Mr Jams Nutter sold his leasehold and free-
hold property on May 26th, 1842. In an eighteenth century 
mortgage deed  we find the following description of the mill 
with which we are dealing: 

"All that Water-Mill being a Water-Mill and a Brown Mill called 
Bishop's Mill in the parish of Little St Mary; formerly in the tenure or 
occupation of John Blackwell deceased, and late in the tenure or occupa-
tion of William Anderson deceased... together with a parcel of ground 
commonly known as the Mill Pasture, two acres more or less, and Mill- 

1 A long list of such leases as are here and hereafter quoted, is given in the 
Report of the Toll Cause,Brett v. Beales (ed. Hatfield), pp.  34, &c. 

2 C.A.S. 8vo Publications, No. xxiii, p.  39. 
Toll Cause Report, p. 69. 
In the possession of Mr C. F. Foster, J.P.; whom the writer thanks for 

much interesting, information,, and for permission to reproduce the picture of 
Old Newnham Mill on Platd 4,  

14-2 
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house, Dams, Mill pools, Streams,. Waters, W-atercourses, Outhouses, 
Buildings, etc., Banks; Fishings, Woods, Underwoods, Willows, and Willow 
Trees, Tolls, Customs, etc." 

It will be seen from the plan of the mills, herewith printed, 
that to the south of the Bishop's. Mill, a large Steam-Engine 
Department had been erected., which was held on lease from 
the Corporation.  

The Bishop's Mill and other property passed at, this sale 
into the hands of the family of the Fosters, so distinguished in 
the modern histoiy of the town of Cambridge and such generous 
benefactors to the Archaeological and Antiquarian departments 
of the University; These gentlemen still hold the freehold of 
Bishop's Mill, as well as the remainder of the rleases, of the 
King's Mill, the Steam-Engine Department and the New.nham 
Mills. They have, however, removed their establishment to the 
great modern erection at the Railway Stations. 

The following technical description of the Bishop's Mill, 
with the adjacent buildings, is taken from the auctioneer's 
catalogue at the sale of the property in May,. 1842: 

"THE BISHOP'S MILL, I 
Steam-Engine, &c. 

LOT 19-20. 

The Valuable and Newly-Erected Brick-and-Slate WATER CORN-MILL, 

&c., known as the BISHOP'S MILl, with the STEAM-ENGINE and BUILDINGS 

adjoining, consisting of Grinding Floor, Room adjoining, Three Floors of 
Bins above, Water Wheel, driving five pair of capital French Stones, a 
12-horse-power Steam-Engine, with two boilers, and five pairs of French 
Stones, together with all the Grinding and Dressing Tackle, Going-Gears, 
&c., including Three Flour Mills, One Smut Machine, Two Jumpers, .&c. 
Also the COAL YARD adjoining, protected by a substantial brick wall, 
newly-erected MILLER'S HOUSE, at the End, and a piece of Lammas 
GROUND near, containing about 1 1 

 
Acre (more or less). 

The Bishop's Mill, which is FREEHOLD, possesses a frontage of about 
44 feet (commencing from the Leasehold Mill, Lot 18), and extends 
in depth about 25 feet; the residue, without the ]arnrnas Ground, 
but including the Steam-Engine, Coal Yard, and Miller's Cottage, 
is Leasehold, from the Corporation of Cambridge, for the term of 
40 years, from Michaelmas, 1838, at the Annual Rent of £6. 6s. 
and Acquittance, 2s. 6d., and contains in length about 123 feet. 
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Land-Tax on the Freehold Mill ... 	 ... £6. 5. 0. 
Ditto 	on the Leasehold part .. 

** The Stowage of these highly-important Mills, &c. (Lots 18, 1 19, 
and 20) is very extensive, having Bins, &c. capable of containing 
One Thousand Quarters of Wheat, ample Flour Chambers, Meal 
Rooms, Bran Chambers, &c. 

The Fall is Sf  feet, 'the power of Water and Steam in full exercise is 
capable of grinding Four Hundred Quarters of Wheat per week. 

efliverCczrni 

'Plan of the King's Mill, Bishop's Mill and Steam Mill. 

NB.—The Assignees reserve the right of dividing the above into Two 
Lots, by selling the Freehold Mill in one Lot, and all the Leasehold 
in another,' the division of which is shewn on the Plan'. 

The purchaser of the Steam-Engine (Lot 20) is to have a Right of 
Carriage-way in front of Lots' 18 and 19. , 

The Water-gates are to 'be kept in repair at the joint expense of the 
purchasers of Lots 18 and 19.  

If Lot 19 be sold as a separate Lot, a Wall between that Lot and 
Lot 20 to be built at the expense of the purchaser of Lot 19,". 
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CHAPTER, V. The King's Mill. 

The King's Mill stands now, and has certainly stood since 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, under the same roof as the 
Bishop's Mill. How long previously they had been thus con-
joined is not known. The first miller, whom the present. writer 
has noticed' as farming both mills, was Robert Dawson, in 1583. 
Four years later, the King's .  Mill is described as "beinge 
under one roofe 2  with the Abbott's or Bishop's Mill." It may 
be that Dawson had made alterations; though the document 
just quoted does not hint at this; and indeed it rather implies 
that things had been in statu quo for a lengthened period. 

We here suppose that the King's Mill is identical with that 
built by Picot the Sheriff at the time of the Conquest. At its 
erection, it must, of course, have been quite, unconnected with 
the old Bishop's Mill; and we have already recorded' the 
jealous rivalry which obtained an order that the new mill 
should be destroyed,. if it interfered with the Ely mill. 

The undecided question, as to when the mill passed into 
the King's hands, has already been discussed. It has been 
argued that this took place at an early date, and it has been 
pointed out that mill receipts are reported in the earliest 
Sheriff's accounts of the farm of the town as presented to the 
Exchequer and that the same are definitely included in the 
royal charter granted to Cambridge. In later times, the Uni-
versity went SO far as to question the Town's title to the King's 
Mill. We have already more than once quoted--from this curious 
document, which is given in full in an Appendix. But Professor 
Maitland 4  is undoubtedly correct in saying that the University's 
theory on this question is "a long mistake." -, 

The civic management' of the mills and the financial 
arrangements will be discussed later on. . 

Toll Cause.Rejort, P. 50. 	 .. 
2 See Appendix B, p.  229. 
' See P. 181... 	 . 
4- Township and Borough, p. 91. 	. 	 . ..... 

At an early date (1406) Ordinances were made by the Town regulating 
prices: 	 . 	 . 

"I. That no miller of the town take for the multure of wheat or other cog 
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Bishop's Mill, with "Small Bridges" (Harraden, 1798) 
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Here we may remark that many of the observations made 
in connexion with Bishop's Mill apply to the.. King's Mill. A 
long list might be compiled of those who during the last eight 
and a half centuries have acted as farmers of the mills. Roger 
Toler, mentioned' in the chapter on Tithes, as "the farmer of 
the pool called Mime-dam," in the year 1379, was doubtless the 
Town Miller, as he seems to have been supported by the Mayor 
and Bailiffs. William Londes leased the King's Mill at the 
end of the fifteenth century. Robert Dawson has already been 
named as the lessee .of all three mills from the year 1583 
onwards, and members of his family seem to have been in the 
milling trade for many years; though John Edmonds was the 
immediate successor (in 1603) of Robert Dawson in charge of 
the King's Mill. Thomas Dissington was King's Miller during 
the early Stuart period; John Bishop, at. the time of the 
Commonwealth; John Townsend at the .Restoration. John 
Wilson occurs in connexioii with the same post at the com-
mencement of the Hanoverian régime; Joseph Crabb in the 
middle of the eighteenth century; and the Andersons towards 
the end thereof. From the last-named, the King's Mill passed, 
with the adjacent property, to the Nutters, who considerably 
improved the property; but had to dispose of it in 1842. In 
the auctioneer's catalogue at the sale on May 26th of that year, 
the King's Mill is thus described: 

"Lot 14. 

Comprises the Valuable WATER CORN-MILL, known as 

THE KING's MILL, 

all new within a very short period, and built in the most substantial 
manner of Brick-and-Slate; consisting of Grinding Floor, and No. 1 Floor 
adjoining, upwards of 70 feet long, Three Floors above, each about 100 feet 
in length, with well-arranged Bins, and on the top floor a capital leaded 
Drying Place for Wheat, &c. 

except the toll accustomed, but if he carry it thither, and then to take thereupon 
for four bushels Id. for his labour and not more, under the penalty of 40d. to 
the use of the commonalty.  

II. That the master-miller answer for his servants." 
Corporation Cross-Book; MS. Metcalfe, 4; Cooper, Annals, i, p.  151. 

1 See p. 186. 
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This important Property has the command of the stream, and contains' 
Water Wheel, driving six pair of capital French Stones and one pair of 
Peak Ditto, Patent Flour Mill, Flour Machine, and Smut Machine; 
together with all the Grinding Tackle and New Machinery, &c. connected 
therewith-,on the most approved principle. 

The above is held by Lease from the Corporation of Cambridge, for 
the term of Forty Years, from Lady-Day, 1836, subject to the 
Annual Rent of Fifty Pounds, and 2s. 6d. acquittance, and also to 
the Covenants in the Lease, a copy of which will be produced at 
the Sale.—Land-Tax..  ....... ..(sic) - 

The Frontage from the corner of Porter's Lane to the Freehold Mill, 
Lot 19, 20, is about 39 feet, and contains in depth down the said 
Lane, about 100 feet. 

N.B.—All the Going Gears and Machinery are the property of the 
Lessee, except the Water-wheel, Shaft, and Pit-wheel. 

The purchasers of Lots 18 and 19 to be at the joint expense of com-
pleting the party wall between those Lots, in such prOportions as 
shown on the plan. - 

The Bridge connecting Lots 18 and 19 to be the property of the 
purchaser of Lot 18, on condition of his removing the same within 
six months from the time of sale." 

In the records of the Town Council and of the Court of 
Sewers there are frequent allusions to laws and customs of the 
mills and of the adjacent waters. Some of these have been 
already quoted in the chapter on the Bishop's Mill. Other 
examples may be given. 

Among complaints' made in 1634 by Thomas Dissington 
the lessee of the King'sMill was the following: "Item William 
Lo.e Mr  Wolfes miller [at the Newnham mill] did draw away 
the water from the King's and Bishop's Mills both with his mill 
gates and floudgates upon the 271h  and 28th  daie of June they 
then wanting water at the above-named mills." Item William 
Loe aforesaid hath two boyes and they have a home which 
they bloc at their pleasure at all seasons both night and daie, 
and although it be not halfe a pond upon the bloeing of their 
home, they will sett their mills on worke contrarie to the order 
concerning the bloeing of the home belonging to the King's 
Mill." 

1 See the vol. on Sewers, Drains, &c., in the trniversity Registry for many 
of the references which follow. 



THE OLD MILLS OF CAMBRIDGE 	 201 

The interesting regulations as to the Blowing of the Horn 
will be detailed in our description of the Newnham Mill. 

Two years later Thomas Dissington is himself blamed, as 
"the miller of ye  King's Mill for not scowring ye  river against his little 
holt on ye  side of shippe grene"(i.e. Sheep's Green). 

Sometimes the Town authorities are themselves proceeded 
against; e.g. "Item we present the Town of Cambridge for not 
scowring and roading the river from Nuneham Mylls to the 
Small Bridges" (i.e. the bridges at the end of Silver Street). 
"Item (the same) for not roading the Riverfrom the Town Mills 
to Hell Corner (i.e. the present Leys Bathing Green) being very 
offensive for want of cutting." At about the same date (1628) 
there is an order as to "the Great River from the place called 
the Freshman's Boate (or Pool) to the King's Mille." This early 
use of the word Freshman is interesting; the place mentioned 
is apparently near the present Ladies' Bathing Sheds. The 
University also was called to order: 

On Dec. 19, 1639, at a session of the Sewars houlden at the Guildhall, 
Cambridge: It is ordered that All Colledges (especially Queenes Colledge) 
shall have notice to scower & deepen theire Rivers (so that boates may 
passe into ye  Mill Damme as formerly they have) & this to be done before 
the sayd Last of Aprill, 1640." 

Such regulations may be quoted in various centuries—in 
1363 1, when the adjacent roads were flp 

' 
	;—in 15512,  when 

the farmers of the King's, Bishop's, and Newnham Mills were 
ordered not to stop the common stream above the Old Pynne 
under the penalty of 3s. 4d. ";—in 1813', when "a Commission 
of Sewers was granted for certain limits in Cambridgeshire, 
extending from where the river. Granta first runs - into the 
Parish of Little Shelford, and from Arrington Bridge to the 
tails or outfalls of the King's Mill in Cambridge, including the 
whole of the branch of the river Cam over which Newnham 
Mill stands." 

We shall see when we come to the Newnham Mills, that 
the owners and tenants of the King's Mill were very jealous of 

1 Baker MS. xxv, p.  57; Cooper, Annals, i, 107. 
2 Corporation Day Book; Cooper, Annals, ii, 55. 

Cooper, Annals, iv, 504. 



202 	 DR STOKES 

their privileges and monopolies. As Dr Palmer ha8 pointed 
out in the seventh volume of East-Anglian J'Totes, there are 
interesting records of such disputes in the Exchequer Deposi-
tions by Commission, under various dates from the first year of 
James I down to nearly the end of William III's reign. These 
contain allusions 
"to the custom of 'suit and grist' to the King's Mill, and the alleged 
injury to the Mayor and Corporation, by the defendants dherting custom 
from the King's Mill to the Bishop's, Hauxton and Newnham Mills." 

Though it was, on the other hand, asserted that the King's 
Mill could not grind all the flour which the people in Cambridge 
required. It is also, however, stated that the miller at Hauxton 
had been accustomed for many years to fetch corn from Cam-
bridge daily, and take. it back again. These extracts from the 
Reports of the Deputy Keeper of the Records will be quoted in 
an Appendix (C). 

We now turn to the important and interesting question of 
the Farming of the King's Mill. 

After Picot's mill passed into the hands of the King, and 
perhaps from its first erection—for Picot was the Sheriff—the 
profits of the mill were included in the accounts of the Sheriff 
as presented to the Exchequer. Sometimes there was a deficit, 
as appears for instance - in the returns' of 1156, when an 
allowance was made for the waste of the borough and the mill. 

When the borough was transferred from the• Sheriff' 
jurisdiction into the hands of the burgesses themselves, the 
management—civic and financial--of the mill was a matter of 
considerable importance. 

One of the four Bailiffs of- the Borough was told off 3 as 
responsible for the mill, and was styled the Bailiff of the Mill." 
Among the "better government " arrangements 4  adopted by 
the Corporation in 1629, was the order  

"That in the election of Bayliffs none be chosen Eayliffe of the 
1 The writer thanks Dr Palmer for kindly drawing his attention to these 

interesting Depositions.  
2 Pipe Rolls, 2 Hen. II, rot. 2, b.. 

Bowtell MS. vol. iii, quoted in Township and Borough, p. 208. 
Baker MS. xxxvi, p. 219; Cooper, Annals, iii, p. 2I9. 
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Tolbooth but such as have beene Bayliffs of the Mills or high ward, and 
that none be chosen Bayliffe of the Bridge but such as hath beene Bayliffe 
of the Tolbooth." 

This Bailiff rendered yearly to the Mayor and Corporation his 
account of the profits of the mill; for instance, in the year 
15111, we find the following items: 

£.s.d. 
The Bailiff of the Mill for money remaining in the hand 

of Richard Eyton for wheat sold to him and unpaid at 
the last port 	.. 	 ... 	 ... 	 ... 	 ... 	 ... 	 15 	2 

The said bailiff for 3 coombs of meslin sold by him remain
m the last port 	... 	 .. 	 .. 	 ... 	 ... 	 .4 10 ing fro  

The said bailiff in clear money for wheat and meslin sold 
by him 	... 	 ... 	 ... 	 ... 	 .... 	 ... 	 ... 	 1 	7. -9 

The Mayor of the town for the said two ports 	.... 	 . ... 1 3 7 

Besides this the bailiff of the Mill had in hand 61 coombs of wheat and 
3 of meslin." 

The accounts just.'quoted had reference to two periods of 
six weeks each. 

We find that the bailiff had allowances made for repairs of 
the mill. I With regard to such repair-there is an early record  
(in the year 1392) which tells how the King (Richard II) 
directed a writ to the mayor and bailiffs, stating that he had 
been given to understand that they had recently imposed 
unaccustomed and unheard of taxes on the commonaJty,. and 
had enforced payment by distress, and had applied the money 
in the repair of the King's Mill, which from time immemorial 
had been maintained at the sole costs of the mayor and bailiffs, 
without any subsidy from the commonalty. He therefore com-
manded them to refrain, for the future, from imposing any 
other burthens than such as were by law due, and had been 
paid of old time to them and their predecesors; 

As might be expected, the carrying over of accounts from an 
outgoing to an ingoing Bailiff was a financial affair of some 
importance and complication, especially when we remember, as 
we have just been informed, that various expenses might be at 

1 Township and Borough, P.  208. 
- 	2 Baker MS. xxv, p. 91.; Cooper, Annals, i, p. 140. 
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their "sole costs." The transactions are illustrated by the 
following ordinance', dated Michaelmas, 1428: 

"Be it remembered, that on the feast of St Michael the Archangel, in 
the seventh year of the reign of King Henry the Sixth, in the great 
congregation of the burgesses of the town of Cambridge in the Guildhall 
there, upon the administration of the oath of the mayor, bailiffs and other 
officers, by the whole commonalty then there present, it is ordained and 
established for all future times to endure, that the port of the King's Mill 
of the said town, frorn year to year set to sale between the mayor and 
bailiffs of the year preceding, and the mayor and bailiffs of the year 
succeeding and of men elected, shall be under the mode and form ensuing, 
namely, that all the moveables whatsoever which shall be in the said mill 
(the wheels called the water-wheel and the cog-wheel with their depen-
dencies altogether excepted) shall be sold and transferred by bargain and 
sale every year, at the end of the year, between the mayor and bailiffs of 
the year preceeding, and the mayor and bailiffs of the new elected, as 
between them for the price of the same port may be agreed." 

As to the word "Port" used in several of the above quota-
tions, Professor Maitland' took it to imply "some session of the 
Borough Court." May it not express the "carrying-over" of 
accounts? Alderman Samuel Newton uses the word two or 
three times in his Diary': 

"Nov. 2, 1668, Port. Monday night was Port at Mr Pettit's the last 
Mayor, where the Bayliffes, Treasurers and their Wifes supt"; "May 9th, 
1672, l' Port. I [being Mayor] received for my selfe on this day being 
Thirsday at the First Port for my part deere and all fees and allowances 
paid. ..7'1. 7. 0c. for my dividend.. 1hi,  611. 8", allowed towards the port 
supper." 

When the Town also farmed the other two mills, the Bishop's 
and Newnham, the financial and other arrangements of course 
became more complicated. The Corporation "Treasurers" 
accounted fory early income and expenditure. Thus, in the 
year 1519, they were renting the Bishop's Mill at £9. 10s '.  

from the Bishop of Ely, and receiving ten guineas from Hugh 
Chapman the farmer of the same; they were paying Gonville 
Hall £13. 6s. 8d. annually for the lease of the Newnham Mill 

1 Corporation Cross Book; Cooper's Annals, 1, p 180. 
2 Maitland, Township and Borough, p. 208. 

C.A.S. xxiii (ed. J. E. Foster, M.A.). 
Bowtell MS. vol. iii, quoed by Maitland, Township and Borough, pp. 205, 6. 
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and Mortirner's Manor, and receiving £18 from Robert Sympson 
for the farm of the same. 

The Court of the Mill. 

When the Corporation let out the King's Mill, they always 
still retained in their own hands the ancient privileges and 
rights of "the Court of the Mill." Thus when a lease' was 
granted to William Lcrndes in 1497, "the escheats of the Court 
of the Mill," were excepted. When Anne Lady Scrope of 
Bolton bestowed the manor of Newnbam on Gonville Hall, the 
Town authorities in giving a licence 2  to grant the same in 
mortmain, added this clause: 

"Savin,q nevertheless to us the mayor bailiffs and burgesses and our 
successors, the rents and services, suit of court and view of frankpledge, 
aids, watches, fines, redemptions, atnerciarnents, contributions, and all 
other things whatsoever arising, thereupon due and of right accustomed." 

This may, of course, have referred to general borough rights; 
but the following clause, from a subsequent composition 3  between 
the same parties (in 1507), has special reference to "the Mill 
Court": 

And also where the said Manor, Mill, two closes and land, of old 
antiquity have been chargeable and contributory to the said mayor, 
bailiffs, and burgesses, to all suits of the said King's Mill Court, &c., the 
said master or keeper, fellows and scholars, granten by these presents that 
they and their successors, their farmers &c., shall yearly for ever pay and, 
content truly. ..the said customs &c." 

At the sale .of 'the mills in 1842, these Court rights were 
specially reserved 

CHAPTER VI. The Mortimer Mill at Newnham,, 

In a former chapter, it has been assumed that the mill, 
which hadt been granted at the Conquest to Count Alan had 
passed eventually into the hands of the Mortimers. We have 

1 Cooper, Memorials, iii, p.  336. 
2 Corporation Muniments; Cooper, Annals, 1, p. 2.57.1  
3 Corporation Muniments;, Baker MS. xxv, 18; Cooper, Annals, i, p. 287. 

See Appendix. 	 . 
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elaborately referred to the families of the Dukes and Counts of 
Britanny, of the earls of Richmond, of the viscounts of Penthièvre 
and Rohan, to the Zouches and the Mortimers. We have 
linked those houses t6gether, and have shown that property 
passed from each to each; but when exactly the mill on the 
stream came to theMortimers we have not discovered: 

That the mill belonged in fee to William de Mortuomari 
in the year 1219, we know from a deed' preserved in the 
Treasury of St Radegund. While from the Hundred Rolls, in 
1278, we learn that Leonius D unning 2, who then held the mill 
of the Mortimers, had inherited the lease on the death of his 
father Adam Dunning, which Adam held it of Sir Robert de 
Mortuomari and Sir Robert held it of Robert de Brus. Further 
deeds, preserved in the munirnent room of Gonville and Cams 
College, inform us that, before 1254, annuities were being paid 
by Leonius Dunning out of the manor leased by him to the 
daughters of William de Mortimer. [Later documents in the 
same box state that the chief mansion on the estate had 
formerly belonged to the Carmelites. But the White Friars 
did not move  from Newn ham to the neighbourhood where 
Queens' College now stands till the year 1292.] 

The Dunnings were among the chief citizens of Cambridge, 
and held considerable property. Indeed, though Leonius was 
only the tenant of the Newnham property, yet his position was 
such-that he held a Manorial Courts there. 

The Mortimer Manor remained in the hands of the Dunning 
family for manly years. We find, for instance, that Richard 
Dunning passed on-' the lease to Robert his son and Johànna 
his daughter-in-law in 1309, 10; while Robert handed it over 
to John his son in 1336, 7. 

Johh Dunning, howevr, sold his remainder to Thomas, son 
of Sir Constantine Mortimer in the following year. Records at 

The, Priory ofSt Radegund, C.A.S. Svo Publications, No. xxxi (ed. A. Gray, 
MA.), p  133. The date should be 1219. 

2 Rot. Hund. ii, p. 391. 	 . . . 
Barnwell Liber Memorandoru,n, p. 212. 
Maitland, Township and Borough, p. 184. 
Deeds at Gonville and Oaius College. 
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Caius tell of the manor, including the mill, passing from 
member to member of the Mortimers. 

During the tenure of the Sir Thomas Mortimer just 
mentioned, in incident occurred, a short account' of which may. 
be  given here, a fuller record being .  printed in an Appendix. 
In the year 1353, 

the bailiffs and other men of the town coniplained to the King 
(Edward III) that Sir Thomas Mortymer, Knight, had recently erected 
a mill and divrted the wat& from the mill they held of the King with 
the town at farm. Whereupon the King on the 17th of April issued 
a commission empowering Robert de Thorpe, William Warde, William de 
Lavenham, and Gilbert Banard, or two of them, to inquire into the 
circumstances by the oaths of men of the county. On Wednesday after 
St Petronilla, an inquisition was taken before two of the Commissioners, 
by which it was found that the King had a water-mill in the town, upon 
the river of the same town, which mill was let to the bailiffs and men of 
the town for a certain annual farm. That Sir Thomas Mortymer held 
another water-mill for corn situate upon a trench descending from the 
said river, and that about Michaelmas then last he made a fulling-mill 
upon the said river, on the King's soil, and diverted the water from the 
King's Mill in contempt and to the disherison of the King and the bailiffs 
and the men of the town, who thereby suffered great damage, and were 
manifestly delayed in the payment of their farm." 

Where the fulling-mill was situate is not stated; it may be 
that it was where certain ruins stood, which are alluded to by 
Bowtell 2  asvisible in his time. 

We have seen in considering the genealogy of the 
Mortimers, that the Manor of Newnham, including the mill, at 
length passed into the possession of Anne,- Lady Scrope of 
Bolton, the last of the Mortirners and of the Gonvilles. This 
lady at the beginning of the 16th century transferred to 
GonviUe Hall the estate,. which she had received from those 
whom she' calls "my auncestors the Mortymers." It may be 
added that during her possession of the manor, she (being then 
the widow of Sir Robert Wingfield) had 'a dispute with the 
town, which is thus described: "In Trinity Term, 1488, Simon 
Abraham brought an action in the King's Bench against Sir 

1 Baker JV[S.xxv, 52, 3; Cooper, Annals, i, pp.  103, 4. See Appendix A. 
Bowtell MS., vol. iii,,p. 672..  
Cooper, Annals, i, p.  234. - 	. . - 
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Edmund Bedingfield knight of Oxburgh in Norfolk and others, 
for breaking and entering his close and house at Cambridge, 
and taking loading and carrying away two horses, a mill-spindle, 
and a mill-ring. The defendants in their plea alledged that 
the mayor, bailiffs and commonalty of Cambridge were seized 
of a messuage called the Tolbooth and a water-mill in Cam-
bridge. That Ann Wyngfeld, widow of Sir Robert Wyngfeld 
knight, was seized of the manor of Mortymer, and of a rent of 
£4, issuing out of the messuage and mill, and had right to 
distrain for the same, and that because the rent was in arrear 
for three years, the defendants, as her servants, entered the 
said mill, and took the goods specified, as a distress. Upon 
this plea issue was taken as to the Lady Wingfeld's title to the 
rent; but the result does not ,  appear." In connexion with the 
same affair, we learn from the Cambridge Treasurers' payments' 
for the year 1490 that." ' 37s 2d. had been paid for the 
expenses of John Hussey chief justice of the Lord the king of 
the bench, and his men when they came with the earl of 
Oxford, for the matter between the 1ady Anne Wyngfield and 
the commonalty of the town of Cambridge, as particularly 
appears by the book of accounts seen and examined." 

In connexion with the transfer of the property from Lady 
Scrope to Gonville Hall and the consent of the town authorities 
certain documents occur which are rather detailed, but are of 
such interest that they must be quoted in full. 

On March 10th, 1502, shortly after the gift, a licence  to 
grant the same in mortmain was granted by the Corporation to 
Thomas Fyncham and Robert Wingfield, who appear to have 
been trustees for the lady. The licence runs as follows: 

To all the faithful in Christ to whom this present writing indented 
shall come, John Belle Mayor of the Town of Cambridge, Hugh Rankyn, 
Nicholas Grene, Richard Aiwey, and John Erlyche, Bailiffs of the same 
Town, and all and singular the Burgesses of the Town aforesaid Greeting. 
KNOW YE that we - the aforesaid Mayor bailiffs and burgesses, with 
unanimous assent and consent, and on account of the special love and 
affection which we have, towards the venerable and discreet men, the 
Keeper fellows or Scholars of thecollege or hall of the blessed Mary the 

Cooper, Annals, i, p.,238.,. 	' 
2 Ibid., i, pp.  256, 7. 
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Virgin in Cambridge, commonly called Gonyile Hall, have granted and 
license given, for us and our successors, as much as in us is; to 1  our 
beloved Thomas Fyncham and Robert Wyngefield, Esquires, that they, 
the Manor of Newenham with all its appurtenances and a certain water 
mill called Newertham water mill, with one close to the same mill 
adjoining. And also. one other close called Newenham Close, and 
ninety-nine acres of land with the appurtenances, in the town and fields 
of Cambridge, which late were of the Lady Anne Scrope, widow, and 
before of Robert Mortymer Knt  which of us are holden in burgage, to the 
aforesaid Keeper fellows or scholars and their successors, may give grant 
and assign. To HAVE AND TO HOLD to the aforesaid Keeper fellows or 
scholars and their successors for ever. And also we the aforesaid Mayor 
bailiffs and burgesses, have given special license to the same Keeper, 
fellows - .and scholars, that they, the manor, mill, closes, and other 
premises with their appurtenances, of the aforesaid Thomas Fyncham 
and Robert Wyngefield, to their proper use, may acquire, receive, and 
hold, freely and quietly, to themselves and their successors for ever, 
without challenge and contradiction thereupon, by us or our successors 
to be made. SAVING NEVERTHELESS to us the said mayor bailiffs and 
burgesses and our successors, the rent and services, suit of court and 
view of frankpledge, aids, watches, fines, redemptions, amerciaments, 
contributions, and all other things whatsoever arising, thereupon due and 
of right accustomed. IN WITNESS whereof, to one part of this writing 
indented, we the aforesaid mayor bailiffs and burgesses, our common seal 

• have affixed, and to the other part of this writing indented, the aforesaid 
Keeper fellows or scholars their common seal have affixed. GIVEN at 
Cambridge aforesaid the 10th day of the month of March in the seventeenth 
year of the reign of King Henry the Seventh, after the conquest." 

On the 24th of January,. 1507, the following composition' 
was made between the Corporation,.and the Master and Fellows 
of Gonville Hall, lords of the Manor of Newnham, and owners 
of the water-mill there: 

This Indenture, made the four and twentieth 'day of the month of 
• January, the'two and twentieth year of the reign of King Harry the 

Seventh, Between John. Crakyngthorpe mayor of the town of Cambridge, 
Robert Kersey, Richard Brown, John Meysante, and Thomas Hunter of 
the. same town bailiffs, and all and singular burgesses of the said town on 
the one party, ahd Edmund .Stubb clerk, master or keeper of the College 
or Hallof. the Annunciation of. our, Ble'ssed'.Lady, called Gonville Hall, in 

1 Corporation Muniments; Baker MS. xxv, p.. 148 ; Cooper, Annals, i, 
pp. 286, 7. . Baker informs us that 11 this instrument., was copied out (for him 
from, the Corporation: 'Miniments) by, Mr N! publick notary," i.e. by 
Alderman Samuel Newton, the Diarist. 	. 	. 

ç 4, s, 	VOL.. XIV.  
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Cambridge aforesaid, and the fellows and scholars of the same College on 
that other party, witnesseth that where the said mayor, bailiffs, and 
burgesses have given and licence granted, unto the said Master, fellows, 
and scholars aforesaid, as much as in them is, to purchase, have, and 
-receive in mortmain to them and their successors the Manor of Newenham, 
called Mortymer's Manor, with the water-mill of Newenham, two closes, 
and 99 acres of land in the town and fields of Cambridge which said 
manor, mill, closes, and lands be holden of the said . mayor, bailiffs, and 
burgesses as of their high gable, by the yearly rent of 18s. payable yearly 
at the 'feast of St Michael the Archangel. And WHERE of old custom it 
bath been used, that before the said mill of .Newenham beginneth to 
grind or go, That the bailiffs of the Kings Mill in Cambridge aforesaid, 
belonging unto the said mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses bath blown his 
horn to warn the miller for the time being Of the said mill of Newenham. 
And before that, the said mill of Newenham not to grind, except in time 
of reparation, or otherwise letted, And also the said mill of Newenham, to 
surcease of grinding, after and upon the blowing of the said horn or 
within the space that a man may go from the said Kings Mill unto the 
said mill called Newenham mill, And also where and as often as the said 
bailiff or his deputy, for the time being, of the said Kings Mill, have 
lacked wheat, or any other grist, in the said Kings Mill to grind, That 
then and so often the mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, or the keeper of the 
said Kings Mill, have used to take part of such grist as bath been carried 
towards the said mill of Newenham, so that they both might have grist 
to grind at the said mills, And also have used, at all times necessary and 
expedient for them, to set up the water-gate of the said mill of Newenham, 
called the floud-gate 1  of the said mill, which  belongeth unto the said 
mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, to the intent aforesaid, at all times 
necessary and expedient. IT IS COVENANTED between . the said parties, 
aiid also the said master, fellows, and scholars granten by these presents, 
That they and their successors, their deputies, and keepers of and in the 
said null, shall keep and observe all the said customs afore rehearsed in 
every thing, upon pain of forfeiture, and to forfeit to the said mayor, 
bailiffs, and burgesses, and to their successors, for every time doing the 
contrary, 3s. 4d. upon reasonable warning and not amended. AND ALSO 
IT IS COVENANTED between the said parties, that if the bailiff or keeper of 
the said Kings Mill, for the time being, Set the said Kings Mill a work to 
grind, and blow not his horn, within the space of that a man may go 
from the said Kings mill unto the said Newenhàm mill, then and so 
often, it shall be lawful unto the said Miller or keeper of the said mill of 
Newenham to set the said mill of Neenham to grind, without any 
forfeiture, this Indenture notwithstanding. AND ALSO where the said 
Manor, Mi11, two closes, and land, of old antiquity have been chargeable 
and contributory to the saidmayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, to all suits of 

1 Cooper misread this as "land-gate" (Annals, i, p. '286). 
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the said King's Mill Court, and to all aids, taxes, fines, amerciaments, and 
other contributions of the said town, and to the high gable rent aforesaid 
of 18s. due to the said mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, The said Master or 
keeper, fellows, and scholars, GRANTEN by these presents that they and 
their successors, their farmers, assigns, or deputies, shall yearly for ever., 
pay and content truly the rent and services aforesaid, at days of payment 
thereof, when the, same rent or service been asked upon the said manor, 
mill, or land, or any time after that is due, AND ALSO shall do, suffer, keep, 
pay, and fulfil, all the said customs for ever in form aforesaid: And also 
shall bear and sustain all the said suits, aids, taxes, fines, amerciaments, 
and other contributions, according as is aforesaid, without any let inter-
ruption or contradiction of the Master or keeper, fellows, and scholars, 
and their successors, their farmers, assigns, or deputies, shall not let nor 
suffer to their knowledge, the water gate of their said mill of Newenham, 
to be open to the hurt or loss of the said mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, 
or of their successors or farmers of the said Kings mill, but in manner 
and form aforerehearsed. FURTHERMORE, if any default be in the said 
master,' fellows, and scholars, or their successors, or their farmers, assigns, 
or deputies, of and in any of the said payments, of the forfeiture of 40s. 
aforesaid, Then and so often, the said master, fellows, and scholars, and 
their successors, grant to forfeit for nonpayment of the said 3s. 4d. to the 
said mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, and to their successors, the sum of 20s. 
sterling; AND ALSO, that it shall be lawful to them and their successors 
into the said mill to enter, and as well for the said forfeiture of 40d. as 
for the said 20s. to distrain, And the distress so taken, to retain unto the 
said mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, and their successors, for the said non 
doing, suffering, or nonpayment, be content and satisfied. INTO WITNESS 
whereof, as well the said master or keeper, fellows, and scholars, as the 
said mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses to this present indenture, their 
common seals interchangeably have set. Y0vEN the day and year 
abovesaid" 

The very interesting inter-regulations between the mills as 
to priority of claim for water, as to the blowing of horns, &c., 
will be noticed in this composition, and in certain customs 
previously quoted. It may be convenient to quote here other 
orders of a somewhat similar nature; although they were not 
issued till a later date 

The following' quotations' are from the Order-Booko-f the 
Court 'of Sewers, under date November 14th, 1639: 

"Upon hearing of the order of the Courte made the 10th of December 
1634, concerning the Millers of Cambridge, the Commissioners did ratifie 

1 University Registry,. vol.. 3. 3. 154. 
1'5-2 
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the same order, and did further order, that there shall be lawe stakes sett 
in both the Mill-damrns at Newnam and the Kings and Bishopps Mills, at 
such hight as any six of the Commissioners shall appoint and assigne, 
and that. the sayd millers doe not penne the water above the sayd stakes 
upon payne of five pounds for every offence therein and when the water is 
come to the hight of the stake at y6  Kings Mill the Miller there to blowe his 
home upon penalty in the former lawe expressed: anl that they make 
two sufficient syde fiudgates (wdI  the sayd Millers have lately taken away 
at these severall Mills) for the conuayeng the overflowing waters suddenly 
away, and preuenting the drauning of the grounds and meddowes above 
the sayd mills, and that all the sewars and Rivers from the sayd Mills to 
.Grandcester be cleansed and scowred according to the lawe of sewars made 
the eight day of October, 30  Regis Caroli." 

It is added that 	 . 
This worke is to be donne by those to whome it belongs, by lawe 

and custome, upon payne and penaltie in the sayd lawe specified. There 
then being present Thomas Dissington and James Timnes Millers, who 
were commanded to obey the sayd order"; 

The lawe stakes shall be sett at all the mills at such height as the 
six Commissioners shall appoint. Representatives to be chosen from all 
the parishes that may receive benefitt or damage by the penning of the 
said milles" ,  

"That the fludgates be no higher than ye  lawe stake water"; 
"Cambridge millers to do their workes so far as a holt called 

Jenkinson's holt for scowring." 

We return to the acquisition of the Mortimer Mill by 
Gonville Hall. The authorities of the college shortly afterwards 
leased the estate to the Corporation, to whose management 
thereof allusion has already been made. A long list of the 
tenants to whom the lNewnham Mill was leased might be 
compiled from the records of Gonville and Caius, from the 
accounts of the Corporation, from the proceedings in various 
law-suits, &c. Such a list would include Robert Simpson, who 
was the miller in 1515 and who paid a rent of £18 a year for 
the Newnhani estate; William Garland, who obtained a lease 
for 24 years in 1522; William Cantrell, who is termed servant 
to the Duke of Norfolk, in 1566; John Goldisborough and 
Martyn Gill, who held "the Newnham mills" from 1569 on-
vards; Marmaduke Bland whose name occurs in 1579; 
Robert Dawson, who in 1583, as we have seen, farmed all the 
Cambridge water-mills; Thomas Dissington, of whom the same 
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may be said in 1635; Philip Wolfe in 1654; John 'Townsend 
in 1669; William Symonds in 1683; Richard Marlow in, 1705; 
Mr Wailer in 1750; and the Andersons from 1777 till modern 
times; when the Foster family acquired the lease for a period 
of years which will soon expire. 

To return again to the authorities of Gonville Hail and the 
leases of the Mortimer estate granted by them. The property 
had been let' to the Corporation from Michaelmas 1507 for 
a period of 99 years. In the year 16052,  when the lease was 
about to expire, the Town petitioned' the King for letters 
(which were granted) to renew. The College, however, 
addressed his Majesty for liberty to grant the lease to whom 
they pleased, and the mandate was withdrawn. The new lease 
was granted to William Paget for the use of Dr Legge, the 
master of Gonville and Caius, who, by his will, gave the 
College the residue of the term of his lease, which was valued 
at £600 3. It may be mentioned that when, in 1750, the 
College granted to Mr Wailer a lease  of the Mortimer Manor, 
the rent charged was the same as had been demanded at their,  
first lease two and a half centuries 'before, viz. £13. 6s. 8d. 5  
together with certain allowances at the mill. 

As in the case of the King's and Bishop's Mills, so with the 
Newnham Mill, there are many complaints and orders issued at 
different times by the Court of Swers, the Corporation, &c. 
Thus, in 1634, we find a long list' of "wrongs done by 
Mr Phillip Wolfe and his servants unto the King's Mill and 
the Bishop's Mill and their Tennants by rakeing casting and 
paveing of the dam belonging to" the Silver Street Mills: 

In primis William Loe wrought in the maine streame out and beyond 
his Master's dam upon the 24th  of June beyond the law stake. 
• Item James Thorneton Richard Wright and Nicholas Aungier were all 

casting with shovells in the maine streame the 25th  of June beyond the 
law stake. 	 . 	 * 

Item Wm Loe, Edward Sell, Rich" Wright,. Nicholas Aungier and 

• 	 Cooper, Annals, i, p.  298. 
2 Ibid., iii, p. 19. 

History of Cairs (Dr Venn), p. 99. 	• 	. 
Deed in the Treasury of Gonville and Caius College. 
See P. 194, 

0 



214 	 tit STOInS 

Benjamin Bucket all these wrought in the maine strearne with casting 
and shovells upon the 26th  daie of June beyond the law stake. 

Item Edwd Sell, Richd Wright Nich' Aungier and Benjamin Bucket 
all these were casting with shovells as aforesaid upon the 28t11  daie of June. 

Item William Loe Mr  Wolfes miller did draw away the water from the 
Mills abovenarned both with his mill gates and floud gates upon the 27th 
and 28th  daie of June they then wanting water at the Kings and Bishops 
Mills. 

Item the said W" Loe did often in July and August goe with his 
Mills when the Mills abovenamed did stand for water and had blown the 
borne before. 

Item the said Loe and Andrew. Mr Wolfes man were casting beyond 
their dam with shovels as aforesaid upon the 27th of August. 

Item Wm  Loe aforesaid bath in Sept, Oct, and Nov. gone with both 
his mills at once and verie often in all the said months in the night goen 
with one mill after the home bath been blowe and againe before the home 
bath been bloen. Tho' South and the Towne Miller and others have often 
taken him in the act. 

Item Wm Loe aforesaid bath two boys and they have a home which 
they hloe at their pleasure at all seasons both night and daie, and although 
it be not halfe upon the bloeing of their home, they will sett their mills 
on worke contrarie to the order concerning the bloeing of the home 
belonging to the Kings Mill. 

Thomas South 
Thomas Dissinton." 

So, two years later (1-3 April, 1636), a complaint is made 
At the further end of Shipp's Grene, the parting of ye  two streams, 

(against) ye  owner or ifarmer [William Wilibord] of Mortimer Mill for not 
repaireing the stanke which hinders ye  passage of ye  water to ye  King's 
Mill being in lenth two pole or there about." 

Various suits are recorded;' in the Exchequer Depositions; 
for instance, in the year 1683, the Corporation and their 
millers charged William Symons, the Newnham tenant, with 
continuing to "grind at his mill after notice by blowing a 
home by the complainant tenant or occupier of King's Mill to 
leave off working," and with "setting to his worke at Newnham 
Mills, before he had notice given him by bioweing of a borne," 
&c., and with "grinding with both mill-wheels together," &c. 
and, similarly, in the year 1699, the town authorities and 
miller charged. Richard Manlove, the Newnham miller, and 

See Appendix C. 
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others, with causing injury to the King's Mill by "grinding 
two wheels instead of one during .a scarcity of eater, and 
continuing to work after the blowing of a horn contrary to 
usage and custom," and by having "sold to the waterman any 
gushes or floats of water to bring up their boats to Cam-
bridge," &c. 

It will be noticed that in two or three of these quotations we 
read of the Newnham Mills (in the plural). This might have 
been explained by the references above to "two wheels"—which, 
by the bye, are plainly shown in Hamonci's Map (see Plate 1 B) 

—but the following extract from an order in the Registrum 

Magnum', under date May 21, 1705, speaks distinctly of 
another mill: 

"Mr Manlove the tenant was allowed to build a Dwelling House at 
his own charges in a place where there stood a Mill out of use: with this 
proviso that it should not prejudice the rights of the other Mill." 

It is strange that we have not more references to this 
second Newnham mill. In another chapter it will be asked if 
this disused mill represented the remains of Sir Thomas 
Mortimer's Fulling-Mill, or of the so-called Zouche's Mill. 

It may be added that on the night of the 22nd or on the 
morning of the 23rd of November, 1853, a disastrous fire  
destroyed the Newnham Mill, with its contents, including 
about 1400 quarters of corn. Not a few of our citizens still 
vividly remember this calamitous conflagration. However, 
another, and an improved, mill soon replaced that which had 
been burned. . . .. .' . 

1 In the Treasury of Gonvi11ean4 Cams College.-,- .  
Cooper, Annals, v, p. 135. 	. 	 . 
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CHAPTER VII. The Approaches to the Mills. 

The importance of easy access to the mills is obvious; for 
the loads of corn were often heavy for man and beast. 

In 1363, a Commission was directed by the King 
(Edward III) to Sir John de Fryvil and others for repair of 
a way which led to the King's and Bishop's Mills on the north 
part, and which was then in an impassable state, in con-
sequence of the injury it had sustained-by a flood. The way is 
described as - 
"quedam via in Cantebrigia quae se ducit ad molendinurn nostrum 
(i.e. the King's Mill) et ad molendinum venerabilis Patris Simonis Episeopi 
Eliensis aquatica, ex parte viz. boreali dicti molendini nostri." 

It is said to be so destroyed that men, who were accustomed to 
bring and bring back their corn on horses by that wa to the 
mills, are unable to do so, to the loss of the King and the 
Bishop. 

It will be remembered that, at the end of the previous 
century, the Carmelite Friars, who had an elaborate monastery 
at Newnham (finding that the water intervening between them 
and the university-town was frequently so swollen that-students'.  
were unable to attend then lectures) had migrated 2  to a place 
near the present Queens' College. The flooded road to the 
west of what is now called Silver Street was partially crossed 
by two bridges, called "Small Bridges." The road towards 
Newnham was supposed to be kept in repair by a hermit, who 
(with certain privileges) resided at a spot then (and now under 
different circumstances) called The Hermitage." 

But the actual approach to the King's and Bishop's Mills 
was, of course, by the street called " Mill Lane." Some have 
thought that the disjointed street, known formerly as Mime 
Street, which ran through the present site of King's College 
was the highway to the Town mills and obtained its name 
therefrom. But this road did not really reach to the water-mills, 

1 Baker MS. xxv, p.  57; Cooper, Annals, i, p. 107. 
2 Barnwell Liber Menzorandorum (ed. J.. W. Clark, MA.), p. 212; Fuller, 

History of Cambridge (ed. Prickett and Wright), p.  43. 
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and as we shall see in the next 'Chapter' 	were of old 
certain mills in Milne Street: 

Some of the corn was, of course, brought by river, and there 
are many allusions to the boats and ships, which' passed up to 
the mills. We have already quoted' -  from an edict issued, 
under date Dec. 19, 1639, 
"at a session of the Sewars houlden at the Guildhall, Cambridge, 
when it was ordered that All Colledges (especially Queenes Colledge) 
shall have notice to scower and deepen their Rivers (so that boates may 
passe into ye  Mule Damme as formerly they have)." 

Another order  removes certain 
"willows soe standing that they hinder passing of Haleing Horses, and 
are thereby a let to Navigation." - 

Much might be said of the fishing rights not only in the 
river generally and in the streams, but also in the mill-dam 
and the mill-pond, at the head and the tail of the mills. The 
Co, rporation 'had a yearly jaunt and fishing outing. 'Alderman 
Samuel Newton tells, in his Diay 8, how "they drew Newneharn 
Pitt, Cambridge mills Pitt, and soc 'fisht. downe to Bullen." 

Turning to the thill, or mill's, at Newnharn, we have con-
jectured above that the difficulties of communicating with the 
town by the way 'of ,  the "Small Bridges,", together with the 
former parochial connexion with Castle-end Churches, may 
suggest that the Nèwnham "mills originally served the northern 
part of 'Cambridge. The Barton Road of course passed very 
near to these mills: Of this we are reminded, in the account 4  
of the celebrated visit passed to Cambridge by Queen Elizabeth 
in the year when Shakespeare was born (1664). We read how 
"the Queens Majestie came from W Worthington's house at Haslingfield 
where she lay all night, by Granchester. And, by the way, the Dukes 
Grace of Norfolk, the 'Earl of Sussex, the Bishop of Ely, and divers other 
honorable personages, met 'with her Majestie, and so conveyed her toward 
the town. , 

1 University Registry., 3. 3. 154.  
2 Registry, vol. iii, .2, p,.83' 

C.A.S. 8vo Publications, No. xxiii (ed. J. E. Foster, M.A.), p. 11. ' 
Cooper,. Annals, ii, p.. 187.  
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The Mayor of the Town, càdled Robert Lane, with the Aldermen, and 
all the Burgesses, with the Recorder, met with her Majestie a little above 
Newnham, on horseback; and there alighted, and did their duties, and 
made by the Recorder an oration in English. 

Then the Mayor delivered the mace, with a fair standing cup, which 
cost £19, and 20 of old angels in it. Which her Majesty received gently; 
and redelivered the mace to the Mayor and took the cup, &c. to one of her 
footmen, and so came to Newnham Mills (the Mayor riding with the mace 
before her Majestie). And there (being requested to change her horse) 
she alighted, and went into the, miller's yard and house for a little space. 
And so took horse, and came forward." 

Proposed Railway Stations. 
It may here be added that, in the. year 1847, elaborate 

plans and preparations were made for constructing three 
Railway Stations near the mills. The Cambridge and Royston 
Line wa to have a terminus at the back. of our Archaeological 
Museum; the, Great Northern Railway was to run up to 'a 
station slightly to the west of the Bishop's Mill; and the 
London and North Western Line was to terminate where the 
Hermitage' - now stands. The University however effectually 
opposed these schemes; and the railways were not allowed to 
approach within 'a mile of Great St Mary's. 

CHAPTER VIII. Other Mills. 

(A) Water Mills. 
The antiquity of the entry In the Domesday Boo/c, as to the 

number of mills erected by' Picot the Sheriff, has already been 
commented óii. "Ipse Picot fecit ibi .iij. molend." This might 
naturally be taken, and' has been taken, to imply that the 
Sheriff built three new mills; and the supposition has been 
supported by the argument that one was ordered to be 
destroyed if it interfered with existing privileges and yet that 
the Inquisitio Gomitatus ,Gantabrigieñsis speaks of 'Picot having 
two mills in the borough of Cambridge. 'Further' it is pointed 
out that Domesday Book speaks of the mills as yielding ix lib. 
per annum, while the Ely Book says that Picot's two mills yielded 
Viii lib. To this' it may be answered that . 'there is no other 
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hint anywhere that three new mills were erected; that there 
is no room for them as water-mills; that wind-mills did not 
then exist; that the Domesday Inquisition* quotation may be 
intended for" a third mill"; that the Ely reference, alludes to 
the other two mills at Cambridge besides the Bishop's Mill; 
while the destruction-order speaks of Picot's building in the 
singular—" Molendinum de Grantebrigge quod Ficotus fecit 
clestructur." 

Zouche's Mill." 

There are certain references to a. mill called Zouche's, or 
Le Suches-Mill. In Masters's History ,  of Corpus Ghristi College 
we read that "Hugh le Sheugham (rector of Grantchester) 

(/ 
1, 

1  
MEADOW  

fy 

quitted claim to the scholars of St Peter's College of the Tythes 
of the Croft there called Mule-Croft opposite Le Suches-Mille 
in 1309." Bowtell, in his not6s2  on the River, says: 

"The name of Zouche's Mill is still (c. 1800) retained at a certain spot 
in the river, where some remains of the foundation are plainly visible at 
low water. From this spot, as far as the sluice on Jesus Green, the 
Corporation of Cambridge claim the right 'of fishers, and lease it 
accordingly." 

Bowteli gives a map of the river, with a key to places thereon 
lettered or marked. This map is here reproduced by kind 

1 Masters, History of C. C: C. (1st edition), Appendix, p.  14: 
Bowteli MS., vol. iii, p. 6726 
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permission of the Downing College authorities.. The first note 
is *Zouch)s  Mill "'  - but unfortunately on the map there is no 
corresponding asterisk. There is on the map a spot. marked 1; 

and in the key there is no', but as just stated the first note 
is"' *Zo"uch's Mill." So that Bowtell may mean that Zouch's 
Mill stood where the mark I occurs on his map, that is where 
now the Town Bathing Sheds stand. . 

But, in the passage quoted above, Bowtell says that the 
spot where Zouche's Mill stood is where the fishing rights of 
the Corporation end; that is, where the Pemberton rights 
begin; . that is, near . where the Ladies' Bathing Sheds now 
stand. There are, however, no foundations visible now at either 
of the spots referred; nor is it likely that a mill could have 
been erected there; there could hardly have been a deep enough 
fall for the wheel and the waste water. 

So also in a number of Town deeds, having reference to the 
fishing rights belonging to the Corporation, one section of the 
river is stated ,  to extend "from the King's Mill to Slowcli Mill, 
or Slowch's Mill." This is doubtless a popular corruption of 
"Zouche's Mill "; and the stretch of river intended is certainly 
from the Town Mill to the place where now the Ladies' Bathing 
Sheds stand. Mr C. H. Cooper, however, identifies Zouche's 
Mill with the Newnham (Mortimer) Mill; and he has gone so 
far as to alter the phrases in recent Corporation deeds, thus 
making the stretch of water referred to reach from "the King's 
Mill to the Newnham, or Mortimer's or Zouche's Mill." There 
was, however, another clause as to the fishing rights "from the 
King's Mill to the Newnham Mill"; this Mr Cooper coolly 
omits! And thus the Corporation claim to the rights of. fishing 
from the King's Mill to the Pemberton waters is now omitted 
altogether the Town deeds, and goes a begging. 

It has been remarked above that there were two mills, or 
at least two wheels, at Newnham. It may be that one of these 
was formerly called "Zouche's Mill" (though its actual position 
was afterwards lost sight of). The connexion 'of. the Zouche.. 

1 Cambridge Toll Cause Report, p.  50. So, in. the Catalogue of the Sale of 
the Silver Street Mills in 1842; certain ;Corporation'.fishing rights are said to 
extend""from the King's Mill to a certain 'place' called 'Souches Mill %" 
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family with the, district and with the Mortimer family favours 
the supposition. 

Dittort Mill. 
There was formerly a mill on the water ,which parted 

Cambridge and Ditton—" on the brook& which cometh from 
Hinton to the paper Mills and so runneth into the greate 
Ryver at Bullen house." In the MSS. Library of, Corpus 
Christi College, there is an indenture  between Matthew Parker 
and the Executor of John Meres for the purchase of a water-
mill at Fen-Ditton, and the foundation of a scholarship in the 
college. The mill' was exchanged for-three tenements in Wall's 
Lane. A public house on the Newmarket Road, now known as 
"The Globe," long commemorated the name of the Paper Mill. 

Water Mills near Cambridge. 

This paper is Tim ited to "the Old Mills of 'Cambridge." 
Otherwise much might be said, at least from a literary point of 
view, of the historic mill at Trumpington. The new mill at 
Grantchester stands on an artificial cut which runs from near 
where the Bourn river joins the ,Granta across the fields to 
meet the river again lower down the stream The foundations 
of the old mill can still beseen in Byron's Pool. This mill was 
celebrated away back in the 14th century by Chaucer in the 
Reve's Tale: 

At Trompington, not fer fro Cantebrigge, 
Ther goth a brook, and over that a brigge, 
Upon the whiche brook ther stont a melle: 
And this is veray sothe, that I you telle." 

1 University Registry, vol. iii, 1. p.  1. There are, as a matter of fact, two 
or three small' streams running down fron Cherryhinton; one of them being 
the so-called river Stour. The mill stood on the eastern branch (or cut), and 
was therefore wholly in the village of Ditton. It was, however, so close to the 
boundary, that the 111111 was sometimes said to be in Cambridge. It was in 
recent years used as a flour mill; until the opening of the Cherryhinton Water-
works lessened the supply of water. The mill has been pulled down; but the 
tumbling water and the mill dam may still be seen in Mr James's pleasant 
garden.  

Nasmith's Catalogue, pp. 666, 674, 676. 	, , 
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While five hundred years later Tennyson, remembering Trump-
ington, sang of the "Miller's Daughter," and of 

The sleepy pool above the dam, 
The pool beneath it never still." 

And again: 
Or from the bridge I leaned to hear 

The mill dam rushing down with noise." 

When asked to name the locality which suggested the poem, 
Tennyson said': 

If I thought of any mill, it was that of Trumpington near 
Cambridge." 

From Grantchester, we might pass to Hauxton, where 
formerly dons and students walking from Cambridge found 
a ford, and not a bridge; Or we might journey to Shelford, 
where again one of the mills belongs to Caius; or, in another 
direction, we might refer to the three (still existing) mills on 
the stream which runs from Fulbourn through Wilbraham, 
with its picturesque "Hawk Mill"; past Quy,. with its "Middle 
Mill"; to Bottisham Lode, where the mill is now used in 
connexion with the cement trade; and so on to the river; But 
it is of Cambridge that we write. 

(B) Windmills. 

It has been asserted' "that one at least of the three mills 
which Picot in Domesday is said to have erected was a Wind-
mill." But there appears to be no genuine evidence' that 
windmills were used before the 12th century. 

In the Hundred Rolls 4  (1278), we find the Prior and Canons 
of Barnwell in possession of two windmills;, they were "raised 
upon their own soil, and they could not compel any persons to 
grind there, not even their own tenants." One of these is 

Collins edition of Early Poems. 
2 Bowtell MS., vol. iii, p. 690. 

Pelisle, Etudes sur la condition de la Classe Agricole,—en Normandie au 
moyen age, p. 514. 

Rot. Hund., ii, p. 358. 
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perhaps alluded to in certain deeds' preserved at Jesus College, 
dated 1299. 

There is a curious record   in Bishop Thomas de Arundel's 
Register at Ely, under date April 26, 1386, informing us that 
"John Bernard of Pykardyri Schethere, murdered John Cook, 
servant and cook of the Austin Friars at Cambridge, and carried 
the dead body to a Mill-hill, called Swalnhill, within the liberty 
of Cambridge, and there got rid of it." He was handed over to 
the Ecclesiastical Court for trial. 

• We must not dwell upon this subject; except.to say that in 
,comparatively modern times there were certain windmills in 
the suburbs of Cambridge. One, for instance, in Chesterton 
was formerly held by the well-known benefactor of our town, 
Mr Chevin 3, who bequeathed his mill to the borough. 

Another stood in the way now called Mill Road, near 
Covent Garden. This windmill, Mr Bowtell asserts 4, was 
erected by Picot! "It stood, he says, in Barnwell field in the 
S.E. corner of Parker's Piece; on which spot, many years ago 
the old mill being much decayed was taken down,' and a more 
substantial one of a very rare construction (being made to turn 
itself with the wind) was re-edified of brick and stone in 1792 
and 1793 at an expense of about £2000 by Mr Charles 
Humphrey, timber merchant, of Cambridge. In the Barnwell 
rate-books it was known as.th'e Corporation Mill." The sails 
were blown off one windy night about the year 1840, and after 
some years the body of the mill was removed. A public house, 
called "The Windmill," till lately marked the neighbourhood. 

Another mill, a grist mill (noted, as is Mr Humphrey's, on 
Baker's large map of Cambridge dated 1830), stood in a field to 
the east of the site now occupied by St Paul's Church; while 
yet another was situated in "Bulman's Field," not far away 
from the last mentioned. 

1 The Priory of St Radegund (ed. A. Gray, MA.), ppe. 136 and 138. 
2 Ely Diocesan Remenibrancer, April, 1896. 

Cooper, Annals,,-ii, p.  151. 
Bowtell MS., vol. iii., p. 690; 
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(C) Horse Mills. 
Certain mills, mentioned in various documents of mediaeval 

times, were probably horse mills (molendina equina, or eqaicia). 
Thus Robert Seman, a well-known citizen in the reign of 

Henry III, gave' to William de Carim, on his marriage to his 
daughter Nichola, "all his land with the houses standing there-
upon in the Corn Market at Cambridge, where the sto'ehorses 
are situated, with the mill and with all the land which he held 
of William of St Edmund's in that place." 

So in the Hundred Rolls', we read-that Leonius (besides the 
Mortimer water-mill) held a horse-mill (unum molendinum 
•equinurn), which he had inherited on the death of his father 
Adam Dunning—who had held it under Walter de St Edmund's; 
Leonius paid a rent of 6d. to Luke of St Edmund's whose 
daughter he had married. This may have been the same mill 
referred to in the last paragraph; but as the Dunnings seem 
to have held it for some time, it was probably not the same. 

At the end of the thirteenth century (1299), another well-
known'-citizen, Bartholomew Gogging 3  had a mill in the parish 
of St Benedict. We cannot say exactly where this mill was 
situated, for it will be remembered that portions of that parish 
were situated in different parts of Cambridge and Barnwell. 
• A very curious story occurs at a little earlier date (c. 1286). 
which the present writer has already quoted  in a former work. 
John le Bus, a prominent townsman, had a horse-mill (molen-
dinum équicium) in Milne Street, from which he had granted 
a rent to the Barnwell Priory. On his death, his nephew 
Hugh le Bus, seeing the mill ruinous and burdened with 
a heavy rent, removed parts thereof to the Hostel of Guy 
Mortimer, so that the Prior lost his dues. The Barnwell 
Memorandum Book quoted from the Assize Roll of Trinity 
Term, 1286, the record of an action brought by the Prior for 
the recovery of the rent. Hugh le Rus did not appear, but his 

Cole, Add. MS., B.M., 5813, p. 193. 	-. 
2 Rot. Rund., ii, p. 358. 

Cole, Add. MS., 5813, P. 191 (misnumbered 193). 
Barnwell Liber ]VTemorandorum (ed. J. W. Clark, MA.), p. 161; Outside 

the Trumpinyton Gates, C.A.S. xliv, p. 43. 
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friend pleaded that the mill had been partly demolished in an 
early "Rag," certain Universitymen (quidam clerici universitatis 
Cantebrigia) having carried off portions of the spoil. The jury 
found a verdict for the Prior: 
"et dicunt quod predictus Hugo rotam et fusillum ferreum molendini 
predicti et molas ejusdem ex assensu et voluntate et consiiio predicti 
Guidonis cepit et asportavit, et partem mdc in curia predictiGuidonis in 
depositum ad servandum posuit." 

It is Curious to notice the share which a clerical member of 
the Mortimer family bore in this transaction. 

This mill was situate in Mime Street; and' in this same 
street the Master and Scholars of Corpus Christi College also 
had a mill', as we learn from the record of a grant of some 
adjacent property made in 1448 by Anglesey Abbey to King 
Henry VI. 

The writer desires to thank Mr Whitaker for permission to 
reproduce (Harraden's) picture of the King's and Bishop's Mills 
on Plate 2B. The late Mr Watts kindly lent the picture of 
Parker's Piece, given on Plate 5A. 

• 	 APPENDIX A. 

Breve et Inquisitio de quodam Molendino noviter erecto in 
prejudiciurn Ballivorum et Burgensium. 

Rex dilectis et fidelibus suis Roberto de Thorpe, Willelmo 
Warde, Willelmo de Lavenham, et Gilberto Bernard salutem. 
Supplicarunt nobis Ballivi ac alii homines yule notre Cante 
brig:' qñod cum ipsi teneant villam predictam, äc quoddam 

• Molendinum nostrum Aquaticum in eadem villa, de nobis pro 
certa firma. nobis inde annuatim reddenda. Quodque aliqua 
alia Molendina super Ripariam aque ad MOlendinum predictum 
in villa predicta decurreritis, preterquäm unu m Molendinum 

Hailstone's Botti8ham, p. 293. 
C. A. S. Comm. VOL. XIV. 	 16 
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super quandarn Trerichiam, a dicta aqua in eadem villa descn-
dentem sitam, quod Thomas Mortymer Chilr: tenet, et ipse 
et predecessores. sni hactenus tenuerunt aliquibus teinporibus 
retroactis non fuissent, dictus Thomas quoddam aliud Molen-
dinum super Ripariam predictarn in solo nostro ibidem erexit 
jam de novo, et cursum aque predicte, a predicto Molendino 
nostro, usque 'ad Molendinum illud divertit, per qud ipsi 
Ballivi et homines proficuum Molendini nostri predicti per 
magnum tempus amiserunt, tarn in nostri contemptum et 
exheredacionein, quam dictorum Ballivorum et homiñum grave 
damnum et jacturain, ac solucionis firme nostre predicte retar-
dacionem manifestam: Velirnus tarn pro nobis, quarn ipsis 
Ballivis et hominibus de remed'io in hac parte providere opor-
tuno. Nos ut hujusmodi prejudicio nostro ac. damno et jacture 
Ballivorum et hominum predictorum precave valeamus, per 
vos super premissi§ plenius certiorari volentes: Assignamus 
vos tres et duos vestrum ad inquirendum per sacramenturn 
proborum et legalium hominurn de Comitatu Cantebr:, tam 
infra libertates quam extra, per quos rei veritas' melius sciri 
potent, de omnibus et singulis Articulis predictis, et aliis 
circumstantiis prernissa concernentibus, plenius veritatem. Et 
ideo vobis mandamus, quod ad certos dies et loca, quos vos tres 
vel duo vestrum ad hoc provideritis, diligentem super premissis 
faciatis Inquisicionem, et earn distincte et aperte factam, nobis 
sub sigillis vestris, triurn aut duorurn vestrum, et sigillis eorum, 
Per quos facta fuerit, sine dilatione mittatis et hoc Breve. 
Mandavimus enim vicecomiti nostro corn'. predict', quod ad 
certos diem et loca quos vos tres, vel duo vestrum ei scire 
faciatis, venire faciat coram vobis tribus vel duobus vestrum, 
tot et tales probos et legales homines de Balliva sua, tarn infra 
libertates quarn extra, per quos rei veritas in premissis rnelius 
-sciri potent et inquiri. In cujus rei testimoniurn, has •literas 
nostras fieni fecimus patentes, Teste Meipso apud Westrnonas-
teriurn xvii° die Aprilis anno Regni nostri Anglie xxvII°: 
Regni vero nostri Francie xiiii°. Per consilium. Inquisitio 
cap'ta apud Cantebrigiarn die Mercurii prox. post Festurn 
Sancte Petronille, virginis Anno Regni Regis Edwardi tertii 
post Conquestum XXVII° : corarn.Willelmo le Warde, et Willeirno 
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de Lavenham, virtute Commissionis Domini Regis Roberto de 
Thorpe, et dictis Willelmo et Willelmo et Gilberto Bernard 
tribus vel duobus eorum direct' per sacramenturn Willelmi de 
Childerle, Gaifridi de Grantesete, Ricardi Moreys, Willelmi 
Alleyn, Laurentii de Boxworth, Johannis Alvena, Johannis de 
LQrde, Nicholai Estinund, Johannis Mably, Rogeri de Olvey, 
Johannis Cateline, et Johannis Watte. Qui dicunt quod 
Dominus Rex habet quoddam Molendinum aquaticuth in villa 
Cantebrigie super Ripariam ejusdem yule. Quod quideni 
Molendinum dimittitur Ballivis et hominibus predicte ville, 
pro certa firma Domino Regi inde annuatim reddenda. Et 
dicunt quod Thomas Mortymer Ch -11r tenet unum amid Molen-
dinum aquaticum ad blada super quandam Trenchiam, a dicta 
riparia in eadem villa .descendentem, et ipse et predecesso.res 
sui Molendinum predictum hactenus tenuerunt. Qui quidern 
Thomas jam de novo circa Festum Sancti Michaelis Archangeli 
anno Regni Regis predicti xxvi° unum aliud Molendinum 
fullonicum super dictam Ripariam in solo Domini Regis viz. in 
longitudine xviii: pedum hominum, et in latitudine XII: 
pedum hominum ibidem erexit, et cursum aque predicte a 
dicto Molendino Domini Regis, usque ad dictum Molendinum, 
sic de novo edificatum trahendo et vastando aquam ad dictum 
Molendinum Domini Regis descendentem divertit, per quod 
ipsi Ballivi et homines magnum proficuum .predicti Molendini 
fullonici amiserunt in contemptum et exheredacionem Domini 
Regis et dictorum Ballivorum et hominum gFave damnum, et 
solucionis predicte firme Domini Regis retardacionem maui-
festam. - 

In cuius rei testimonium Juratores predicti sigilla sua pre-
sentibus apposuerunt. Datum apud Cantebrigiam die et anno 
supradictis. Ex BundellO Escaeti: de anno 27 Regis Edwardi 
tertii No 56: In Turri London'. 

This is preserved in Baker MS. xxv, pp. 52-4. 

16-2 



228 	 DR STOKES 

APPENDIX B. 

Instructions wheruppon to frame an answer unto a Bill 
prepared into the Exchequer Chamber by the Major, Bailifes 
& Burgesses of the Towue of Cambridge, as touchinge a 
Priviledge, .Libertye, & Benefite unto them belonginge (as they 
affirme) in respecte of the Graunte of a Watermill there, with 
the appurtenances, coffionly called & knowne by the name of 
the King's Mill, unto them & theire successors granted (as it is 
alleadged) by her Majesties Progenitors, under the grate seale 
of Englande, together with the Towne of Cambridge & the 
Lande & soile thereof: & with all waters, mill dam— es, wastes, 
& groundes, together with many fraunchises, Liberties, Privi 
ledges, Profitts, & Coffiodities, Parcell of, or in any sorte 
belonginge to the saide Towne, rendringe & yeeldinge therfore 
the yeerly Rente &c. 

• In the tyrne of William the Conquerour there was (as doth 
appeere by recorde) in the towne & within the bounds & limitts 
thereof, five water mills: one unto the Abbott of Elye then 
belonginge: one other Parcell of the possessions of Alanus 
Earle of Brittane and the other 3 erected by Picott, who had 
then the government there, as Vicecornes Agri illius, accordinge 
to the Pollecie of that tyme. Neither is there any recorde of 
any other mill there before the reigne of Edward the firste, to 
be shewed in the keepinge of anie office or officer unto her 
Highnes belonginge. 

The Abbott's Mill continued in his successors, & in the 
Bisshopps of the Sea of Elye ever since the saide time, untill 
the late Exchange made by her majestie with the nowe Bishoppe 
of that Sea. 

Earle Alanus Mill continued in his heires (as it may be well 
supposed & it is to be gathered out of the Chronicle of England 
& other records) untill the daies of Henry the 3° at the leaste: 
for that Arthur, the heire of that house, by Constanta who was 
joined in marriage with Jefferie sonne to Kinge Henry the 2 
was livinge in the latter end of the Reigne of Kinge John, after 



THE OLD MILLS OF CAMBRIDGE 	 229 

the graünte of the Fee Farme by Kinge John in the eighte 
ye-ere of his reigne, unto the Towne of Cambridge, as is to be 
showed. 

The •other 3 mules erected by Picott, continued in his 
heires (as is to be collected by the records of fourmer tymes) 
untill the daies of Edward Pte  at the leaste: as namelie thus 
Picott, dyinge without issue male, bestowed his onlie daughter 
in the house of the Peverelles, with which familie, together 
with the lands of Picott her father, there descended the Baronye 
of Bowrne in the countie of Cambridge; which Peverell beinge 
thereof possessed, & wantinge issue male, bestowed his onely 
daughter uppon Gilbert Peachie; the last of' which familie 
fallinge into,  the displeasure of Kinge Edward the firste (after 
he had preferred his sonnes, which he had by a second wife) 
did, by deede, bestowe his landes uppon the saide Kinge 
Edward the firste. 

So that here uppon we doe inferre, that thoughe it be true, 
(as wee doe assure ourselves it is) that one of the mills nowe 
aboute the towne of Cambridge, called by the name of the 
King's Mill, doeth lawfully & of righte belonge unto her 
Highnes, as in the righte of her Crowne & dignitie ; yet it 
cannot be, that the saide mill shoulde belonge unto the saide 
major, bailiffes & burgesses of the towne of Cambridge & to 
their successours, by reason of the graunte of theire. fee ferme 
in the 2 yeere of the reigne of Kinge John in suche sorte as it 
is by them aileadged; as well as in respecte of the premisses, 
as of the graunte itselfe, beinge made Burgensibus Cantebrigie 
et heredibus suis, & without the mencion of any mill, water, or 
soyle, otherwise than' in certaine wordes followinge boeth the 
graunt & the Habendum, viz. "Quare volumus quod predicti 
Burgenses et heredes sui habeant et teneant predictam villam 
cum omnibuspertinentiis suis bene et in pace etc. in pratis, 
pascuis, molendinis, aquis, et stagnis, cum omnibus libertatibus, 
etc." Wheruppon we are moved to thinke, that the major & 
baliffs houlding the Bishops Mill by a demyse (as tyrne out of 
minde they have done) that the saide mill of her Majesties 
fallinge or coffiinge unto the crowne, either by the heires of 
Alane, or of Picott, & beinge under one roofe with the saide 
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Abbôtts' or Bishops Mill, that the saide maior & bailiffs have 
intrusively put themselves into the possession thereof, under 
the colour of theire fee ferme, as heretofore they did into the 
possession of Sturbridge Fayer, & as they still doe into the 
possession of Grenecrofte fayer in & aboute 'Barnewell without 
any graunte thereof, or righte ther unto, by anie thinge that 
appeereth' in recorde:' & as they likewise doe unto the fishinge 
&' waters in & aboute the 'towne of Cambridge, notwithstandinge 
a graunte. therof made by Kinge Stephen unto the Nuhes of 
Radegunde by his letters patents & confirmance therof by 
Edward the firste, in the seaventhe yeere of his reigne under 
the great6 seale of England; & as nowe they doe unto the 
soyle in & aboute the towne of Cambridge, notwithstandinge 
they have no manor wherunto the soyle belongeth: & that 
there coulde be no suche a thinge founde by a veredict of 
townesmen uppon an Inquisition in the 3 d yeere of the reigne 
of Edward the firste & riotwithstandinge that in the flifte yeere 
of the reigne of Kinge Edward the thirde the saide Burgesses 
sueinge unto the Kinge in the tyrne of Parliament for the 
confirmation of theire charter of fee ferme did confesse them-
selves. to have nothinge in certeintie wheruppon to raise the 
same,' "nisi solummodo parvia dotia et 'custumias gentium 
forinsecarum ad villam venientem cum suis merchandizis in die 
Mercati ": desiringe theruppon that' he woulde be pleased "de 
gratia sua speciali d'ictis burgensibus concedere in auxilium 
firma sum,' ut loc'are possent parvas venellas et loca vasta in 
dicta villa absque lesione status regii seu alterius personae 
nocurnento pro cOmmeditate regis et heredum suorum" which 
was not then yeelded unto, thoughe of late yeeres & in these 
tym'es, they use' to' doe' it, as thoughe all was theire' owne, & 
mighte' dispose of the soyle, & take the benefitte therof as they 
'liste themselves. 

Yea & thoughe it be verye apparente by good recorde, that 
not longe after' the graunte of the fee ferme, viz, in xxxv° of 
Henry 3. the saide Kinge did graunte unto the saide nünes of 
Radegund in Cambridge the hicloasure of a peece of grounde, 
uiowe parte of the possessions of Jhesus Colledge lyinge betwixte 
the scite of the saide Col'ledge & the Kinge's Ditche: & that 
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Old picture of Parker's Piece, showing 2 wind-mills to W. of Old Gaol 

Old picture of Parker's Piece, showing wind-mill to E. of Old Gaol 
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Kinge Edward the 3de  in the Xiiii1h  yeere of his reigne did 
graunte also to Merques Juliacke (as in like sorte appeerethe) 
to him & to his heires male, "villám .Cantabrig. cum omnibus 
ad dictam villam spectantibus sive pertinentibus in partem 
satisfactioiiis mule libratarum terre" to be helde "per servicium 
quarte partis unius feodi militis," requiringe seisine to be given 
therof unto him, as by a record therof appeereth. And as also 
(under the colour of a bodye therunto enabled) they have 
received & doe withoulde from her majestie, in lands & tene-
ments, to the value of six - or seaven scorce pounds per annum, 
neether beinge a bodye corporate nor havinge any license to 
houlde any thinge at all in mortemane. 

As touchinge that priviledge which they alleage to belonge 
unto the King's mill, wherby they challenge to have power to 
restraine the loaders unto other mills from the carage of come 
or graine to be grownde or made into meale in any other mill 
in the saide towne of Cambridge, or in any other towne, wherby 
the profitte or benefitte of the Kings mill may be impaired &c. 
Besides, that wee doe not know of anie suche priviledge unto 
that mill belongeinge & doe affirme it to be utterly untrue 
that wee doe sinisterly practise any thinge to the impairinge of 
the profitte therof. Suche is the equitie of that hoble  Courté, 
that it will not seeme meete or reasonable unto. them (as wee 
assure ourselves) to have the foode of breade for two thousand 
students in the Universitie, & of so populous a towne as Cam-
bridge is knowne to be to depende uppon the service of one 
mill, not beinge able to turne into meale the fifthe parte of the 
graine that is there spente, or uppon the will or pleasure of 
those that are knowne to take pleasure in nothinge more then 
the hurte & overthrowe of the Universitie there, yf by theire 
unj uste molestacions & troublesome endeavours they coulde 
effecte it. . 

As touching any preeminance given unto the Kings mill & 
that other of the Bishoppes, by any order or composition of 
the occupiers of those mills, & of others occupinge since the 
time of Edward the firste anie other mills in or aboute the 
towne, wee are in hope that theire acte will not be thoughte 
sufficient to conclude the owners of these mills, whose inherit- 
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ance they are, or to restraine them from theire libertie withoute 
theire consente: & are of opinion, that yf there be a colour for 
suche a custome, that it hathgrowne since the time of Edward 
the thirde, the Major & bailiffes houldinge the Bishoppes mill 
by lease, the Kings mill by intrusion, & Mortimers mills uppon 
the streame of Newneham by a demise, wherof wee will give 
further reason 3  as occasion serveth' 

APPENDIX C. 

Extracts from the Annual Reports of the Deputy Keeper of 
the Public Records. 

1 James I, 1603. Commission, 13 July. Interrogatory 
Deposition. Mich. Term. No. 16. 

Plaintiffs, Mayor and Burgesses of Cambridge. 
Defendants, Martin Dickinson, Arthur Stephens, Philipp 

Pratt, Daniel Jellings. 
Mills in and near the town of Camb. called King's Mill, 

Bishop's. Mill and others, and the custom and licence of corn 
grinding in them for the inhabitants and the University of 
Cambridge. [Vol. 38, p.  458.] 

21 James I, 1622-3. C. 12 Feb., I.D. 23 Mar. at Cambridge. 
Easter Term. No. 3. 

P1. Mayor,' bayliffes and burgesses of the Town of Camb. 
and Chs. Dawson, lessee of the Mills under the said Corporation. 

D. John Fydling, Hugh Humfrey, John Austen, John 
Carter, Robt.  Dickson, al'/,s Dickerson. 

Mills called the "King's Mill" in Camb. Custom of "suit' 
and grist" to the mills. Alleged injury to plaintiff by defendants 
diverting custom from the mill to mills of theirs, called "Bishop's 
Mill," "Hauxton Mill," and "Newnam Mills" etc. Survey. 

[Vol. 38, P. 732.] 

21 James I, 1623. C. 26 May, I.D. 16 Jun6 at Cambridge. 
Trin. Term'. No. 1.' 

P1. is as last—including Dawson.' 
• D. as above (1), (2), (3), (4). 

Town of 'Cambridge, and the mill there called the "King's 
This is preserved in Cole, Add.' MS., 5852, if. 192 b, &c. 
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Mill," mills called the " Bishop's Mill," and " Newman Mill" 
and others, belonging to defendants, called "Hauxton Mill" 
(in Cambridge) and a windmill in Chesterton near Cambridge. 
Custom of "suit and grist" to the King's Mill. Alleged setting 
aside and interference with such custom by defendants. Survey. 

[Vol. 38, p. 735] 

34 Charles II. C. 5 July, I.D. 10 Oct. at ----. Mich. 
Term. No. 20, p. 350. 

P1. John Townsend, John Sanders, and the mayor, bailiffs 
and burgesses of the Town of Cambridge. 

D. the master, fellows, and scholars of Gonville and Caius 
Colledge, in the University of Camb., Richd. Drury, Wm. Symons. 

Water-mills situate in the precincts of the town of Camb. 
called the King's Mill, the Bishop's Mill, and Newnham Mills. 
Charge agst  defendant Symons of continuing "grinding at 
Nèwnham Mill after notice by blowing the home by the 
complaintant's tenant or occupier Of King's Mill) to leave off 
working, and for setting to his worke at Newnham Mills, before 
he had notice given him by blowing of a home" &c. &c. and of 
"grinding with both mill wheels together" &c. 

[Vol, 40, p.  350.] 

• 	ii 

 

Wm,, 111, I.D. 5 May, 1699. Easter Term. No. 23. 
P1. Richd.  York, henry Ellis, and the mayor, bailiffs and 

burgesses of the town of Cambridge. 
D. the Master, fellows, and scholars of Gon. and Oaius Coil. 

in the Univers. of Cambridge, John B1ackwell Matt. Burrugbs, 
Riàhd. Manlove. . 

Water-mills situate in the precincts of the town of Cam.-
bridge called " the King's Mill," the Bishop's Mill" and 
lNewenhám Mill. Touching alledged injury caused to saide 
King's Mill (belonging to the plaintiffs) by the owners of 
Newnham Mill grinding with two wheels instead of one during 
a sôarcity of water and continuing to work after the blowing of 
a horn contrary to usage and custom and by having "sold to 
the waterman any gushes or floats of water to bring up their 
boats to Cambridge" &c &c Usage, privileges, and customs 
of said mills. [Vol. 41, p..  176.] 
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