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. done. As regards domestic animals, there is greater approxi 
mation to nature as we should expect. 

Of the fabulous animals 	Unicorn was the first d
It is found in two forms both in the bestiaries and in archi
tecture, 'one being a large animal " with the body of a horse," 
passing under its Greek name .!of Monoceros according to the 
d iescription in Pliny and Solinus, and the other a small 

0 

animal with the title " Rinoceros vel Unicornis, 1), said to be 
" like a kid." It appears in the , 

well-known Unicorn and 
virgin legend. In the MSS. these creatures are variously drawn, 
but in carving both usually approximate to a horse. There are 
however exceptions, as upon a misericord in Ely Cathedral, 
where the. Unicorn of the legend   resembles a calf and is cloven-  

footed. Of Alonoceros there are good instances in woodwork at 
W  and in Durham,  -Castle Chapel, and of the 
Unicorn of the legend at strassburg (in stone), Boston, Chester 
and elsewhere. 'The story of its capture by the agency  of the 
girl signified the .  Incarnation and the capture and death of our 
Lord at the. hands of the Jews. 

 The Grin is the most frequently met with of the bestiary 
animals,,  as the Siren is 'of the " birds." It either stands alone, 
or grasps a man or another animal in its claws, or is fighting 
with a man or animal. The hestiary,says it is hostile to horses 
and tears men to pieces, episodes of which full advantage was 
taken by both artists and carvers, but it was pointed out that 
where its opponent is a knight in armour, the source may have 
b  Romance, on account  the great fight with 
the Griffins therein described, in which so many of Alexander's   
men were slain. TheGriffin is a type of the Devil. ,  Examples 
were illustrated from the font at Risby ( :,Suffolk) and misericords 
in Chester and Norwich Cathedrals (Plate XIV, fig. 1), with 
corresponding scenes from the  (Plate XVI, fig. 1). 

The*  Hippo-~otamus or river horse was a difficult subject for 
both artists and carvers. As they Iwere not well acq uainted 
with its form they h ad to  I*t as well as they could 
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from the description ,  which was taken from Pliny and S 
Illustrations in bestiaries are few, but the miniatures in the 
Westminster Band kindred M show it as semi-horse 
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Fig. 1. Griffin, Norwich Cathedral. 
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Fig. 2. Tiger and Mirror, Chester Cathedral. 
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1. Griffin and Man. Westminster Chapter Library, MS. 22. 
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Fig. 2. Hyaena biting Corpse of Woman. MS. Han. 4751 (B.M.). 
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Fig. 1. Cat and Mouse. Font at Hodnet, Salop. 
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Fig. 2. Hedgehog and Dogs. Childrey, Berks. 
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