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ORDINARY MEETINGS WITH COMMUNICATIONS, 
MICHAELMAS TE.RM 1916, AND LENT AND 
EASTER TERMS 1917. 

Monday 30 October, 1916. 

Mr H. H. BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 

Prof. W. M. FLINDERS PETRIE, F.R.S., F.S.A., F.B.A., gave 
a lecture,' illustrated with lantern views, on TOILET OBJECTS 

AND RINGs. 

The obj ects described were all found in Egypt, but were not 
all of Egyptian workmanship; for as the civilization of Greece, 
Rome, and other distant countries extended, their products were 
more and more introduced into Egypt. Thus objects of foreign 
make are found abundantly in the later Egyptian tombs and 
hoards, and the influence on local arts is shown in changes in 
the type of Egyptian-made objects. In fact, ñnder the influx 
of Greek and other civilizations, the old Egyptian feeling 
thoroughly died out. 

Among the objects illustrated were combs in great variety; 
mirrors of metal, and of glass "silvered" with pewter; beads 
of silver, gold and precious stone; chains and pendants; bangles 
and bracelets; rings, signet and jewelled; earrings; an orna 
ment of false hair and metal pins for a lady's coiffure; and 
(perhaps most interesting, though least ornamental) a well-
shaped artificial tooth of pin/c coral, with a peg for fixing into 
a tooth-stump. The diversity of forms of comb was remark-
able, some being for use, some for ornament, and some appa 
rently, only ceremonial, presumably forming part of the bride's 
trousseau. Among them it was interesting to see " small tooth 
combs," with teeth back to back, of exactly the same form as 
used nowadays, but made and used several centuries before the 
Christian era. 
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Monday 6 November, 1916. 

Mr BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 

Miss MAIJD D. HAVILAND lectured on THE RELATIONS BE-

TWEEN ANIMALS AND MAN ON THE YENESEI, illustrating the 
•subject with lantern views from her own photographs. 

Miss Haviland explained that the existence of man on the 
vast tundras of Siberia would be almost impossible without 
the domestication of the reindeer, which renders it possible to 
migrate to and fro as the summer comes and goes. There is 
no food of any kind during the winter. The use of the rein 
deer is limited by its food, the reindeer moss; where this does 
not grow, man cannot dwell. The dog is the only other domestic 
animal. Among wild animals the fox and the bear are of use 
to man by supplying him with furs. Birds are very abundant; 
and of these the goose is the most important, supplying the 
inhabitants with a small portion of their food. A few grouse 
are eaten, but other birds are hardly ised at all. Fish is very 

'abundant in the Yenesei and its tributaries during the summer, 
and the catching and curing of it employ a great many fami 
lies. Much of it is conveyed up the rivers for use in the tem-
perate regions further south. 

The lecturer described the remarkable faculty possessed by 
the inhabitants, even by children, and probably by the' rein-
deer, of finding their way with certainty and accuracy over 
hundreds of miles of trackless tundra,which to a European 
seem to have hardly any recognisable landmark. 

Monday 13 November, 1916. 

A Meeting was held in the MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND 

ETHNOLOGY. The Curator, BARON ANATOLE VON HUGEL, ex-
hibjted and described a number of objects recently acquired. 
Some of these had been purchased with a grant of money con-
tributed by the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, and others 
had been presented to the Museum by friends; they consisted 
of specimens of various periods from prehistoric times almost 
to the present, and were from various parts of the world, though 
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a large share of them had been derived from Cambridgeshire 
and adjoining districts. 

Monday 20 November, 1916. 

Mr BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 

Mr C. E. SAYLE gave a lecture on CAMBRIDGE MILITARY 
SERVICE, 1010 to 1908 )  which will be printed with additional 
matter in one of our, future publications. At a very early 
period the military 'activity of Cambridgeshire 'was shown by 
the construction of such a large defensive as the "Devil's Dyke" 
Documentary evidence of the county's military service, so far as 
the lecturer has hitherto elucidated it, commences with the 
year 1010, and from that time onwards to the present there is 
abundant 'evidence, documentary and monumental, of the part 
played by the inhabitants of Cambridgeshire in the defence of  
their country.  

Monday 27 November, 1916. 

Mr BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 

Mr AYLWARD BLACKMAN, M.A., Excavator to the Egypt 
'Exploration Fund, gave a lecture on "EGYPTIAN CONCEPTIONS 
OF IMMORTALITY." The tombs of Egypt, he stated, furnish proofs 
of the belief in immortality as early as 4000 B.C. At first the 
preservation of the body, as an abode or at least a resort for the 
spirit, was held to be' essential, and hence arose the elaborate 

• systen of mummification. The bodies were buried with food, 
implements, etc., for - use in the other state of existence, and 
offerings of food were placed from time to time in the tomb 
In later times the actual bodies were supplemented by counter-

•feit presentations—statues or paintings—with which the spirit' 
was suppqsed to keep in touch; and offerings of real foodvere 
replaced by-solid oipictorial represelitations of food, and of, all 
the ceremonies connected with the preparation of food.' To these, 
were added representatibris of events in. the. hero's earthly life, 
:nd' of his supposed occupations in-the other: world.. 
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The Egyptians believed that the spirit on entrance to the 
- future existence was subjected to judgment by Osiris, and that 

he  was rewarded according to the good or evil deeds of his 
earthly life. Thus the Egyptians had advanced far beyond the 
neighbouring nations, 'vere the first to establish an ethical test 
for immora1ity, and exercised a very great influence on religious 
thought in subsequent times, even to the present day. 

V 	 Monday 5 February, 1917. 

Mr BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 

Dr A. C. HADDON, F.R.S., gave a lecture entitled "My LAST 
TRIP TO NEW GUINEA," which described a visit made by the 
lecturer with his daughter in 1911. Miss lEladdon's very suc-
cessful photographs were used to illustrate the lecture. The 	V 

aim of the explorers was to analyse the ethnological characters 
of the inhabitants of New Guinea, and to reconstruct their 
history. It is evident  that New Guinea is inhabited by repre-
sentatives of several different races, having different bodily 
features and different V arts and customs. This might be ex-
pected, as the island is situated at the junction of the Asiatic, 	

V 

Australian, and Pacific regions. Even the oldest known in- 	 V 

S 	 habitants are of mixed race, and V  in later times the country 
has been invaded by races from all the neighbouring regions. 	V 

As a result, the characters and customs of the people are widely 
V different in different parts of New Guinea, and the differences 

are rather irregularly distrIbuted. Each race has its own form 	V 

of dress, of canoes, Of  sails, and particularly of houses. To a 
casual observer the last may seem the most striking: at the 	V 

V eastern extremity of the country the houses are "individual," 	V 

i.e. one to each family; in some other districts the houses are 
"communal," of great size, some hundreds of yards in length, V 

having a central passage with cubicles on each side for the V 

respective families; such a house being almost a village in it- 
self. The houses, whether individual or communal, are of wood, 
and raised on poles to a height of about 6 ft. above the ground. 
In the construction of houses, as well as in other handwork, the 
inhabitants show. very. considerable abi1ity and ingenuity. 



12 	 CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

; 

	

	 Monday 19 February, 1917. 

Mr BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 
Mr HAROLD T. E. PEAKE gave a lecture on PREHISTORIC 

RcADS, with special reference to the ICKNIELD WAY and the 
BERKSHIRE RIDGEWAY. The Ridgeway follows the top of the 
Downs, close to the steep escarpment which faces north. Nearly 
parallel with it, but at the foot of the escarpment, runs the 
Icknield Way, which begins on the west just within the Wilts 
border, runs through Berks, crosses the Thames at the Goring 
Gap, and continues north-eastward as far as Newmarket. Both 
these roads are prehistoric. Mr Peake believed that the Ridge-
way was the earlier, running over open and treeless country: 
the Icknield Way, running through more or less wooded country, 
was probably made when men had improved their implements 
so far as to render it easy to fell trees. The importance of this 
route was due, the lecturer suggested, to its connecting two of 
the principal inhabited districts of ancient times,—The Chalk 
Dovfns of the S.W. and those of the E. Several other ancient 
roads were discussed, with the purposes for which they were 
mainly used, and the periods—bronze or iron—in which they 
originated, as shown by the objects found in the barrows which 
oëcur along the wayside, especially at bifurcations and crossings 
of roads. Roads in those early times were neither paved nor 
fenced: they were mere beaten tracks, often of great and in-
definite widih. The main roads of this country, and indeed of 
all countries, are of great antiquity: they connected the centres 
of habitation, industry, and trade; and a map of such roads re-
veals the history of ancient times, much as Bradshaw's Railway 
Map shows the activities of the present day. 

Monday 26 February, 1917. 

Mr BR1NDLEY, President, in the Chair. 

The Rev. D. H. S. CRANAGE, Litt.D., F.S.A., gave a lecture 
on THE ROOF OF REIMs, AND ITS LESSONS. While the main 
structure of a great Gothic church, including the vaulted ceiling, 	' 
is of stone, and therefore fireproof, yet in the great majority of 
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instances the building is covered with a timber-framed roof, 
/ -  which too often, as in the case of Reims, has been destroyed by 

fire, with serious damage to adjacent parts of the building. A 
wooden roof, with tiles, slates, lead, or other waterproof covering, 
was necessary because no method was known of rendering a stone 
roof waterproof in a wet climate—joints between stones become 
leaky if not horizontal. Dr Cranage showed lantern views of 
various devices which have been used in construction of stone 
outer roofs, mostly in the drier climate of outhern Europe, but 
which are not suitable for the north. He discussed the forms 
of waterproof and fireproof covering which modern science has 
rendered possible, and expressed himself in favour of coating 
the stone vault with some waterproof material, such as asphalt, 
thus dispensing with the covering roof, and frankly leaving the 
stone yault to tell its own tale. The loss of the high-pitched 
roof would be a detriment to the form of an ancient church; but 
modern churches, at least, might be designed so as to make a 
characteristic feature of the outwardly visible vaulting. 

Monday 5 March, 1917. 

The Rev. H. P. STOKES, LL.D., F.S.A., in the Chair. 

Mr E. J. DET, M.A., . Mus.Bac., gave a lecture on SIDE 
LIGHTS ON THE RENAISSANCE IN ITALY, WITH MUSICAL ILLUS-
TRATIONS. The lecturer explained that, owing to the active 
propaganda of the Church, we were accustomed to hear more 
of the effect of the Renaissance on sacred than on secular and 
popular music. But careful research had brought to light many 
interesting specimens of the music of the people in Renaissance 
times, and Mr Dent, with the assistance of a small chorus, gave 
a very pleasing rendering of a selection of these. The per-
formers well deserved the gratitude of the Society, for some of 
the pieces were really difficult and had required very diligent 
practice. 

English ladies and German soldiers seem to have been as 
familiar figures in Italy during the Renaissance as they are at 
the present day, and the first two songs given represented the 
sentiments of these respectively. Many of the sacred songs of 
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the period were transformed from madrigals by the substitution 
Of a few words here and there. Some of these were sung, in-
cluding one which is painted (words and music) on a picture 
at Perugia, date about 1504. Other popular part-songs given 
included street cries, such as "chimney sweeps," "hot roast 
chestnuts," &c., and in more earnestly artistic vein some of the 
beautiful madrigals of Luca Marenzio. 

While Italy, in those days, had not any great dramas such 
as the English ones of the Elizabethan period, the so-called 
Comedy of Masks was the common property ,  of all actors. It 
consisted of a sort of skeleton plot, with numbers of inter-
changeable stock phrases, which could be put together at the 
caprice of the players. About 1597 Orazio Vecchi set music 
to the comedy, in the shape of 14 Madrigals, and .Giulio Cesare 
Croce assisted him in the arrangement of the words. Speci 
mens of these madrigals were given by Mr Dent and his chorus. 
It is of interest to learn that thejJambridge University Library 
recently received a gift of about 150 of the little works of this 
same G. C. Croce. 

Monday 7 May, 1917. 

Professor PRIOR, F.S.A., A.R.A., in the Chair. 
Sir WILLIAM ST JOHN HOPE, Lit.D., gave a lecture on 

THE TWELFTH-CENTURY PULPITUM OR ROOD-LOFT FORMERLY 
IN THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ELY, WITH NOTES ON SIMILAR 
SCREENS IN ENGLISH CATHEDRAL AND MONASTIC CHURCHES. 

Printed at page 19. 

Monday 14 May, 1917. 

Mr BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 
• • 	The Rev. A. H. F. BOUGHEY, MA., gave a lecture on AN- 

• CIENT CHURCH BELLS IN CAMBRIDGE. 	Printed at page 74. 

• 	 Monday • 1 May, 1917. 
Mr BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 
Mr F. T. S. HOUGHTON, M.A., lectured on THE PROBLEM 

OF THE Low SIDE OPENINGS IN ENGLISH CHURCHES, These 
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. openings, as the lecturer explained, are not always low, nor 
always at the side ; and they were not "windows" as sometimes 
called, except in a few cases of unusual and doubtful nature. 
They occur in a fairly large percentage of churches in England, 
and a few exist in the Scandinavian countries, but elsewhere 
they seem to be unknown. They date mostly from the 13th 
and 14th centuries: at some later period the great majority 'o1 
them were walled up; but in I  recent times many have been re-
opened and converted into windows. 

Originally they were not glazed, but had a shutter on the 
-inside, and were sometimes protected with bars externally Most 
of them are situated at the west end of the chancel, more often 
in the south wall than in the north but they are occasionally 
found in almost any part of a church wall. Their situation 
seems to have been determined in many cases by the conve 
nience of the parish—they face, the more populous side. They 
are either separate openings, or are portions of a window opening, 
separated by a stone transom from the upper or glazed portion. 
Occasionally there is a seat at the side of the inner aspect. 

The use of these openings is not distinctly recorded in any 
document, and much research and more speculation have been 
devoted to its discovery. Among the theories worth considera-
tion are, that they were used (1) by lepers for observing the 
church 'service from outside, (2) for displaying a lamp, (3) for 
the administration of the Eucharist, (4) for confessioh, (5) for 
transmission of the sound of the Sanctus bell, rung on the 
inner side. Against the first two theories there is almost in 
surmountable evidence, but for the other three there is possible 
support in documents, and the least improbable is the fifth. At 
ll events' these openings were used for some ritual purpbse, or 

perhaps more than one, which ceased at the end of the 14th 
century. ' 

Sir William St John Hope, in proposing a vote of thanks 
to Mr Houghton for his paper, referred to the importance of 
noting further examples of lowside windows, or whatever they 
are to be called, that occur on an upper floor. Besides the 
two in the prior's chapel at Ely, there are similar windows in 
the first-floor chapels of Little Wenham Hall, Kidwelly Castle, 
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Moor Hall preceptory, and Leeds castle in Kent, where it looks 
out over a wide moat 1. There is also documentary evidence 

• for two such windows in Windsor Castle: (1) on the Pipe Roll 
of 1233-4, "for making a certain window of glass and another 
of wood (i.e. apparently glazed above and shuttered below a 
transom) in the King's chapel," which was in the inner bailey 
and on the first floor; (2) in 1392-3, when "a certain window 
called gapier" (= a small loop) was made in the north wall of 

• the great hall in the lower bailey when the dais end was fitted 
up as a temporary chapel for the dean and canons while their 
chapel was under repair. The north wall• in èjuestion still over-
looks Eton, and the window must have been well above ground 
outside. Whatever was the purpose of "lowside" windows, and 
there may have been others besides the ringing of the sacring 
bell behind them (which seems the most likely), these upper 
floor and other examples preclude any use from without and all 
point to a use from within. 

Monday 28 May, 1917. 

SEVENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

Mr BRINDLEY, President, in the Chair. 

The Officers of the Socity were elected for the ensuing 
year. (See list on next page.) 

The PRESIDENT read SOME NOTES ON MEDIAEVAL SHIPS. 
- - 	 • 	Printed at page 83. 

The Rev. A. H. F. BOUGHEY, M.A., read a paper on THE 
HERALDRY OF KING'S HALL AND MICHAEL HOUSE. 

Printed at page 100. 
1 Those at Ely and Leeds Castle had been discussed by Mr Houghton. 

4 
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