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HERALDRY OF KING'S HALL AND MICHAELHOTJSE. 

By the Rev. A. H. F. BOUGHEY,, M.A. 

(Read at the Meeting on May 28, 1917.) 

This paper is chiefly one of inquiries—and of inquiries to 
which I myself can only give imperfect answers. But I hope 
that I may awake interest in others more competent than I am 
to investigate and to obtain more complete replies. 

The first questions which arise with regard to these Founda-
tions— bQth of which were large and important Colleges for 
over two hundred years, until Henry VIII merged them and 
some of their smaller neighbours in his still greater House—are 
(1) What were the arms of thei.r Founders? and (2) What 
armorial bearirgs were used by the Colleges themselves? 

Let us take King's 'Hall first. The "King's Scholars" at 
Cambridge existed in the reign of Edward II and were under 
his patronage. The earliest extant record of them is exactly 
600 'years old, in a document of '1317. Twenty years later 
Edward III formed them into a College, to carry out the wishes 
of his father. This assures us at least of the Founder's arms. 
At the date of the foundation of King's Hall, Edward III bore 
on his shield the lions of England only: a little later, he quar-
tered them with the "serne of fleurs-de-lys" of France. What 
arms did the College take? It is not certain. Various arms 
have been suggested; some of the suggestions may be seen 
in the University Calendars of the last thirty years. Hamond's 
map (1592) assigns to King's Hall, "England with a lordure 
compony." No support of this shield is forthcoming; and it ' 
looks more than suspicious—as if it were, partly inferred or 
copied from the arms of Oriel College, Oxford, partly invented in 
compliment to the Tudors with whom the compony border came 
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in. • Stanhope's MS. '•' Memoriale," in Trinity College Librry 
(1614), gives " England with a bordure engrailed ermine." I 
am myself disposed to think that King's Hall, like several other 
Colleges (e.g. Christ's and St John's and Pembroke), cOnsidered 
itself entitled to use the arms of its Founder, and in preference 
his latest and final coat of arms. My reason for this is (1) on 
the seal of King's Hall both the coats of Edward III appear—on 
one side of the Founder (who is apparently handing his charter 
to the first Warden) is the shield of England, on the other side; 
the shield of France Ancient and England quarterly; (2) on 
the Great Gate (which was of course the gate of King's Hall 
before; .Trinity College was formed) the second coat only is 
shown, and is shown several times. When Henry IV dropped 
"France Ancient" for "France Modern," there was an addi-
tional reason why King's Hall should confine its use of armorial 
bearings to the second shield of Edward III, viz, because now 
the Kings of England, while retaining the right to the three 
passant guardant lions, had stripped themselves of the beautiful 
and historic "Ancient France." 

To turn to the College dedicated to the Supreme and Un- 
- divided Trinity and St Michael. What were its Founder's arms? 

Again we are plunged in doubt. The College was founded in 
1324 by Hervey of Stanton,—great ecclesiastic, lawyer and 
statesman. The Trinity "Memoriale" assigns to him two coats, 
but gives no authority for either, and no explanation of the two. 
A possible—and indeed probable—explanation is offered by the 
"Otryngham Book "--formerly called "The Black Book of 
Michaelhouse "—a MS. record of acts and charters connected with 
Michaelhouse, commenced and in great part written when 
Otryngham was Master (1423-1433) just a century after the 
original foundation. We are told there that "Hervicus de 

• 	Stanton." was "filius Nich[ola]i Aüngeri de Stanton." This 
• clearly suggests that in all probability the Founder's name was 

"Hervey Aunger," and that he took the descriptive addition 
of Stanton," from the place of his birth—Staiiton, in Suffolk. 

We find a corroboration of this theory. There remains fortu 
nately a "Subsidy Return" for the County of Suffolk in 1327 3%  
the year of Hervey's death. He held land in six townships of 
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the county 1; and was the largest land-owner in the township of 
Stanton—just as his nephew and heir and executor, SirAlexander 
deWalsharn, was in the neighbouring township of Waisham. 
On this. ground I venture to suggest that the Memoriale is 
wrong in one of the coats which it assigns to him—viz. vair 
arg. and sable (which. is the coat of a family named Stanton in 
another county—biit right in the other coat—erm. a gryphon 
segreant az. langued and armed gu.—which is the coat of the 
family of Aunger (Angar, Angier) in East Anglia. It may be 
added that Hervey's seal does not help us in the matter of his 
arms: for, as an ecclesiastic, he modestly put on his seal merely 
a tonsured head, with the legend "Hervicus de Staunton 
Clericus." 

•What then were the• arms of the College, Michaelhouse? 
There is no trace of their having used any. They bore on their 
seal the figure of St Michael, trampling on, and with his spear 
transfixing, the dragon. But this was not apparently a coat of 
arms 2. Hamond (1592) on his map assigns to Michaelhouse a 
shield "vair, with a canton "—the tinctures are uncertain, but 
he doubtless intended "vair arg. and sa. a canton gu.," which 
some Stantons bear: but, as I have said, it is not likely that 
Hervey Aunger had anything at all to do with them. 

The subsequent heraldry of King's Hall and Michaelhouse 
concerns the arms of Heads of the two Colleges and Benefactors. 
The list is. interesting, and opens out more questions. It may 
be reservedior a future occasion. 

1 He was apparently the third richest man in the county: his subsidy returnS 
is greater than that even of the powerful Earl Marshal, Thomas de Brotherton, 
son .of Edward I. 

2 The reverse of the seal has the Virgin and Child. 
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