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THE ANGLO-SAXON CEMETERY, BURWELL, CAMBS.
PART 11..

By T. C. LETHBRIDGE, Director of ~xcavations.

(Read 31 May, 1926.)

The excavations on this site in 1.925 were confined to the
allotment adjoining the Victoria Lime Pits, and as I de-
scribed (Proc. O.A.S. V91. XXVII), twenty-four graves were
found scattered all over' this area. In February this year
(1926) excavations were carried out on such parts of the next
allotment as were not covered by pig-sties, haystacks, etc.
Graves were found in the same fashion as before, dotted
about anywhere, shallow and quite unlike the packed ceme-
tery at Little Wilbraham as described by Neville. (Saxon
Obsequies). Seventeen g#raves were found containing twenty-
one skeletons in all (see Plan, Fig. 1).
In one case only was there any attempt at arrangement.

On what seems to be the edge of the cemetery occurred a
little group of five burials-side by s~de, Nos. 27-31. Possibly
this is a family group or the result of some plague. .
The grave goods were slightly richer than last year, but

they still give one the impression that they belonged to a
poor people. The majority of burials were with the head to
the west.

Detailed description of ~hose graves which had objects
associated with the bodies.

·AII lleads to the west unless otherwise stated.

No. 25. A well-cut grave of a woman (1). Beneath the chin
and broken by pressure was a thin silver disc pendant 1·4 inch
in diameter with a hammered central boss and dotted
ornament of concentric and radial pattern. (Fig. 2, no. 1).
It is almost exactly the same size as that found with a female
skeleton on the site of the Victoria Pits·about 1887 (Dr
C. Fox, Archaeology of the Oambridge Region, PI. XXXIV).
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Although this has a bronze back, five bosses and slightly
different dotted ornament, the technique is so similar th"at it .

. is hardly possible to doubt that they are from the same place
of manufacture. Three similar pendants Were found by
Fausset and figurctd on PI. IV, nos. 20, 22 and 24 of Inven-
torium Sepulcrale. .A thiIl ring of silver wire. had pasiJed
through the loop of this pendant, but onlyfragments remained.

FRONT
I.

o. I. 2-• 1A._ .. l I
J...:N:c lfE's .

Fig. 2.
No. 1. Silver Pendant. Grave 25.
No. 2. Bronze Boss. Grave' 30.
No. 3. Bronze Buckle. Grave 34.

The silver was very impure.-. On the right femur, some inches
from the pelvis, lay a small iron knife. The right hand rested
on the head of the femur and near it lay a stone bead or
whorl.
No. 26. A well-cut grave having definite shoulders. The

s.keleton was apparently that of a male. In the angle form~d
by the collar bones lay a green glass bead about one inch in
diameter and a quarter of an inch thick (Fig. 3). The bead
was inlaid with ropes of mosaic glass forming a rosette
pattern. These ropes were chiefly of. blue and white glass
but some were yellow and green. It .was suspended ina



118 T. C. LETHBRIDGE

"hitch" of silver wire. Directly beneath and touching the
bead was a silver wire ring about one inch in diameter and
of the "elastic" type. This ring had probably been fastened
on to the wire mentioned above and the whole had formed a
pendant (see Fausset, I'nventorium Sepulcrale, PI. VII, no. 3).
Beads of this type inlaid with mosaic glass are uncommon.

Mr Reginald Smith figures one (Proc. Soc. A nt. Vol. XVIII,
254) from near Leatherhead. Two more are figured in Roach
Smith's Collectanea, Antiqua, Vol. 11, from Sittingbourne.
Three more are figured in I nventorium Sepulcrale from Siberts-
wold, Barfriston, Gilton or Kingston (PIs. V and VI). The
method of suspension of beads as pendants on silver or gold
wire is to be seen in Inventorium Sepulcrale from several
Kentish cemeteries.

~To. 27. This large grave contained the skeletons of a man
and a child. Beneath the left ribs of the man was a small
iron knife.

l\To. 28. With this skeleton, whose head lay to the east
e11d of the grave, was a small iron knife.
No. 30. A set of five glass and paste beads with a tiny

perforated, hollow, bronze boss (Fig. 2, no. 2) lay about the
clavicles of this sl{eleton, 'Yhich rested on the right side.
From the position of the beads it seemed probable that they
had been seCllred to some form of neckband by means of a
pair of the little bronze objects, only one of which remains.
I suggest that the bosses were enclosed between two thick-
nesses of clotl1, one at each end of the string of beads, thus
concealing the knots.
No. 32. In this case the grave was well and squarely cut,

rather above the average depth of one foot in the chalk.
In it a female skeleton lay with the bones of a, very young
child. The child's skull rested on the woman's right shoulder
and her left arm lay across the body as if to hold it. Under
the right forearm of the female skeleton was a large curved
bone comb six inches long (Fig. 4, no. 1). It is made in three
sections riveted together by seven rivets (one now lost) and
ornamented with five sets of transverse cuts. and two rows
of rings and dots. The back is not ornamented. The comb
is of late type and possibly VII century (Baldwin Brown,
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Arts in Early England, Vol. IV, PI. LXXXVI, fig. 1; Mortimer,
Forty years digging, etc., Fig. 671; Inventorium Sepulcrale,
PI. XIII, no. 2. For an earlier example see Inventorium
Sepulcrale, PI. XXIII). Under the chin of the skeleton and
so covered by it that they could not possibly have .faRen from
the ear, were five small glass and paste beads with two silver
wire rings of the elastic type, one of which is ornamented with
incised lines. The lower jaw was stained in two places close
together by the rings, and the beads were between ·them.
I have no doubt that the rings were sewn onto the clothes
or neckband and the beads were strung with a ring at each
end (Fig. 4, no. 2).
No. 34. Another well-cut and deep grave containing, as it

seemed, a male' skeleton. In the crook of the right elbow
was a very minute bronze buckle with an iron pin (Fig. 2,
no. 3). At the right hip lay an iron knife with. remains of a.
sheath on it.
No. 35. A north and south grave with .th·e skeleton of a

child at either end. At the throat 'of the' one with the head
to the south was an amber bead of rectangular shape, rather
thin and with a central perforation.
No. 36. This contained the skeletons of a woman and

child much cramped .for space and very shallow. An iron
knife was at. the woman's left side. Both heads were. to th'e
south.
.No. 37. Here a middle-aged male (1) had been buried in

a very narrow ,grave. At his feet was a large iron knife,
'almost a miniature scramasax, seven and a quarter' inches
long. An iron buckle with a long iron chape was with the
knife.
No. 38. The· head of this grave lay to the south-west.

The legs were right under the pig-styand could not be cleared..
At the right hip was a small iron knife and three small awl-
like objects of iron with wooden handles.
No. 39. At the feet of this skeleton, whose head was to

the south, were two iron knives overlying a much ab.raded
piece of thick green glass. The glass may be a fragment of
a Roman jug or cinerary urn. One of the knives was in a
sheath.
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No. 1. Bone Comb (back unornamented).
No. 2. Necklace as worn (?), silver rings with paste and glass beads (red, green, blue, green and red).
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No. 40. Head to the south. An iron knife lay at the
left armpit.

Summa'ry of results.

I must now try to draw some conclusions from the explora-
tion of the cemetery, as carried out officially and by casual
examination of the clunch diggings years ago.
(I) There is some evidence as to the manner in which

beads and pendants were worn. I think, from their positions
on the skeletons, that they were all worn sewn on to the'
(,~othing or a neckband and that no string went round the
neck. If a string had been employed the pendants found
with graves 25 and 26, which were both hanging from silver
wire rings, would not have lain flat on the body. If, on the
other hand, the silver rings were .sewn on to a flat surface,
the pendants would have hung in the proper manner. The
same proximity to the throat was observed in the case of the
little strings of beads which were attached to metal objects
as stated above.

(2) I am very .doubtful as to whether the so-called stone
spindle whorls, three of which 4were found last year and one
this year, were intended for use as spindle whorls. From.
their position I think that it is more likely that they were
employed as toggles for fastening the belt. In no case were
they found with a buckle, but al~ays in the position which
the buckle would have been expected\ to occupy.

(3) The cemetery seems to be a very late one. The two
silver pendants must surely be of VII-century date. The gold
pendant mentioned last year shows workmanship round its
edge which is very similar to the famous Kingston brooch.
The bone comb is a 'late type which seems to have gone on
right through the Viking Period and has ~ven been found
amongst the Norse remains in Greenland (Meddelelser om
GrfJnland, Bind LVII, p. 18). I think a VII-century date is· as
likely for it as any other. Three bronze fittings found last
year (Proc. O.A.S. Vol. XXVII, p. 77, fig. 6) can be compared
with one found in the Asthall Barrow and described by
E. Thurlow, Leeds (Ant,iquaries Journal, Vol. IV, no. 2,
p. 119, fig. 5 B, lower portion).
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(4) In spite of the small quantity of the grave goods, it is
obvious that this is not a cemetery of the usual local Anglian
type. I can find no trace, with the exception of the very
doubtful entry in the Proc. O.A.l~. referring to an ."iron"
fibula found in 1887, of a,ny brooches from the site. Over
fifty graves are known to have been opened and this absence
of brooches is very remarkable. It can hardly be accounted'
for on the score of poverty alone, for people who could afford
gold and silver pendants, buckles set with gold and garnets,
silver rings, etc., could surely have easily got possession of
the plain ~. annular" and "small-long " brooches so commo~
in our other local cemeteries. It is possible that these
Burwell people wore a different kind of dress and either did
not need or did not fa/ncy brooches to fasten it.
Another difference can be seen in the curious scattered

occurrence of the burials. The prevalent custom at Little
Wilbraham, etc., was to bury the corpses close together and
in deeper graves than at Burwell. I think that at Burwell
burial may have taken ptace in small barrows. This would
account for the sporadic occurrence of the graves and also,
since the barrows would have long been ploughed flat, for
the shallow nature of the gr.aves.
The only objects of note represent, as I have said, a culture

which is not the local Anglian one. In fact it is much more
like that found ill poor areas in certain Kentish cemeteries.
Even in one case, a lit~le buckle found in grave 16 last year
(Proc. O.A.S. Vol. XXVII, p. 77, Fig. 11) is of a type unre-
present'ed in the large collection of local buckles in our
museum and is a Kentish type. There is not a single object
that I can trace from this cemetery which can be called
Anglian with any confidence, the nearest approach being the
iron girdle-hangers found in grave 3 (ibid. Fig. 10). As
against the girdle-hangers we have: (1) A gold pendant set
with shell and garnets-shell is not common in Frankish
jewellery and this may be probably considered "Kentish."
(2) Two silver pendants of "Kentish " type. (3) Sir W.
Ridgeway"s bronze b11ckle with garnet, gold ~nd shell inlay.
(4) A set of silver toothpicks and a perforated silver spoon.
(5) An amethyst and possibly a set of three found between
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Burwell and Exning. (6)._ The small bronze buckle. (7) The
mosaic glass bead in silver wire. (8) Numerous silver wire
rings of the elastic type which are most common in Kent.
Less than six miles away is the Little Wilbraham cemetery

where a warlike race was buried with its arms and typical local
ornaments. At Exning also grave goods ~re of the normal
local type. It is so curious that the intermediate Burwell
cemetery, which must be contemporary with some of the late
burials at Little Wilbraham, should differ so greatly from its
neighbours, that I feel that it can only be accounted for by
assuming that the Burwell race was in some way different
from the predominant local on.e.
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