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DUTCH INFLUENCE IN EAST ANGLIAN 
ARCHITECTURE 

By C. L. CUDWORTH 

That country which we call Holland and the Dutch themselves 
term Nederland has many affinities with eastern England. 
There, as in East Anglia, are vast reclaimed expanses of 
marsh and fen, with embanked watercourses, like those of the 
English Fenland. There, also, are shallow meres rather like 
our Norfolk Broads, and great tracts of sandy heath reminding 
one of Breckland. 

Here in East Anglia the visiting Hollander will find many 
scenes to remind,him of home. Lock-gates and windmills are 
almost as familiar to us as to our Dutch neighbours; in 
some parts of Lincoinshire tulip fields are almost as common 
as they are around Haarlem, whilst many of our towns and 
some of our harbours bear a striking resemblance to those 
across the North Sea. 

Besides these general resemblances, similarities can be 
observed in the architecture of the two countries. One of the 
main causes of this lies in the common use of brick. The art 
of brick-making, well known to the Romans, was apparently 
forgotten in the recurrent waves of Teutonic invasion which 
swept over England in the Dark Ages. It was reintroduced 
from the Low Countries during the thirteenth century. At 
first the actual bricks were all imported, but by about 1450 1  
the presence of excellent brick-earths in south-eastern England 
suggested home-manufacture, which naturally expanded with 
demand as the years went on. At first the bricks were made 
by "ifiemynges", but the records shggest that it was not long 
before English workmen learnt to make them for themselves. 
In spite of home-manufacture, bricks were imported in con-
siderable quantities until the early eighteenth century, and 
indeed are still being imported from .  Friesland, in small C' 

quantities. 2  * 

1  See Nathaniel Lloyd, Hi$tory of Brick Building in England (1925), p. 150 
2  See Lloyd, ibid, pp. 14-15. 
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One of the greatest puzzles of local architectural research 
is the date and provenance of the bricks used in any specific 
building. Bricks in Holland vary considerably in size and 
texture owing to differences of local tradition, brick-earth, 
baking and so on, and their East Anglian counterparts are 
equally diverse. The normal colour for Norfolk and Suffolk is 
a pleasant red, which tends to darken with age and exposure. 
In Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire, however, the local 
clay burns to lighter shades of pink or orange, with yellow-
brown predominating. These also darken with exposure and 
are very effective when seen in their natural fenland sur-
roundings. Most of the brick houses built in• this district 
before about 1700 were built of the red bricks; whence they 
came we cannot say for certain, although it seems likely that 
they were brought here by water transport along the rivers. 
After 1700 local bricks were more freely used, and in some cases 
were made on the actual site of a building, as at Spinney 
Abbey, near Wicken.. The average size of bricks used, before 
the imposition of brick-tax, was about 9 x 4 x 1 in., rising five 
courses to the foot. Excellent examples can be seen in "The 
Red House" at Milton. 

The Dutch method of using rubbed and moulded bricks in 
place of worked stone was• also adopted in those parts of 
England where good stone was scarce, as in East Anglia. 
Numerous examples can be seen in our late medieval buildings. 

With bricks came tiles, and here East Anglian indebtedness 
to the Netherlands is very obvious. The beautiful pantiled 
roofs so often seen in Norfolk' are even more common in 
Holland, although not always so easily seen there as they are 
in this country, owing to the Dutch custom of building the 
gable to face street or canal. 

Apart from the importation of brick, there seems to have 
been little direct architectural influence from Holland during 
the Middle Ages. In England most ecclesiastical building was 
carried out in stone, whereas the Dutch churches are for the 
most part built of brick, even to the towers, which rise in 
stages and tend to be of great solidity. Occasionally one sees 

1 The dark glazed tiles used in the same locality are equally in 
evidence on the farmhouse-roofs of North Holland. 
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a Dutch tower which bears some resemblance to English 
examples; the tower ,  at Breda, in Brabant, is not unlike 
Boston "Stump ", in Lincolnshfre, if 'one discounts the 
elaborate Renaissance spire of the Dutch churéh. By the 
time our ecclesiastical builders adopted brick construction, 
as in the Essex churches, 1  the form of the English tower was 
fixed beyond alteratiOn, and towers were constructed in brick 
exactly as they always had been in stone. I know of only one 
church tower built in the true Dutch style, at Burgh St Peter, 
near Lowestoft. 

The medieval domestic architecture, too, shOws compara-
tively little mutual influence. The sparingly timbered houses 
and cottages seen in the landscapes of the early Flemish 
masters were a common Teutonic type, not specifically Dutch 
or English, as a glance at Meitzen's little book Das Deutsche 
Haus will show. Another feature found all over medieval 
Europe is the crow-stepped gable, which is to be seen in every 
country from Switzerland to Scandinavia. P1. Ia and b shows 
two examples, English and Dutch. They are very common 
in Scotland, where they were probably introduced from the 
Continent, possibly even from Holland, towards the end of the 
Middle Ages. 

The great period of mutual influence began during the 
sixteerith century, with the tardy northern European accep-
tance of the Renaissance and the new spirit of interest in 
things foreign which distinguished.the Tudor period from its 
predecessors. Artists and scholars coming here from the 
Continent not only brought their ideas here but also took 
some of ours back 'with them. One such artist, Lieven der 
Key, spent the first thirty years of his life in England 
and returned to his home at Haarlem about the beginning 
of the seventeenth century. He built the Weigh House at 
Haarlem, said by Dutch architects to be in the English manner. 
He is also reputed to have used "Tudor" arches in domestic 
buildings. 

The Weigh Houses and Stadhuisen of Holland are the 
prototypes of many over here, such as the well-known 
Custom House at Lynn and the less famous Shire Hall at 

1 See Lloyd. 
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Woodbridge, Suffolk, both of the seventeenth century (see 
Fig. 1 a and b). Such buildings are to be found throughout 
south-eastern England, wherever Dutch influence and brick 
building went hand in hand. Robert Bell, the architect of 
Lynn Custom House, seems to have been influenced by the 
Dutch master-architect, Van Campen, who designed a great 
many edifices, including the Mauritzhuis at the Hague. 
Woodbridge Shire Hall (Fig. 2 a) is particularly interesting, 
for in its grand stairways it.possesses features which, although 

a. Schiedam Stadhuis 	 b. Woodbridge Shire Hall 
Fig. 1. Dutch Stadhuis and East Anglian Town Hall. 

common enough in Holland, are rarely seen in England. It 
also shows another characteristic, the so-called "Dutch" 
curved or shaped gable. This example closely resembles a real 
Dutch one, at Arnhem, in Gelderiand (Fig. 2b), but the 
resemblance is rarely so close. Bourne Mill, Colchester, is 
another unusually close and ornate copy of contemporary 
Dutch work, c. 1600 (see Fig. 2c). 

Both types, English and Dutch, are a natural development 
of the step gable, a filling in of angles by the use of curves. 
As a rule, the English examples are solely of brick and much 
more sober in design than the Dutch, which are often bonded 
with stone and of fantastic outline. The earliest form of 



r,) 
U 

-a 
Woodbridge Shire Hall 

28 	 C. L. CUDWORTH 

• English curved gable dates from the reign of Elizabeth. It is 
well ifiustrated in the three central gables of Buckling Hall 

• (P1. ha). In some parts of Suffolk this type of gable continued 
in use long after it had become unfashiOnable elsewhere. The 

MOIL 

- 	 Arnhem 

k:Pr--V1!1M1 F4::P 15.1111 F-=, 
• 	 d 	 R.C.L. 

Bourne Mill, near Coichester 	 Alkmaar 
Fig. 2. English and Dutch façades. 

earlier examples are often adorned with the pinnacles and 
other decorative adjuncts typical of early seventeenth-century 
architecture. - 

Although it is very hard to assign definite dates to these 
gables, in the absence of external data such as inscriptions, it 
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is possible to recognize certain definite groups among them 
(Fig. 3). These groups are often fouiid. in localities where 
Dutch immigrants have settled. For example, the district 
around Norwich, always a centre for Flemish and Dutch 
settlers, shows many examples of a simple yet quite definite 
and recognizable type of curved gable. 6ur illustration of the 

/ type (P1. lIla) shows one of the familiar, lofty, brick barns 
for which the eastern counties are famous. This one is at 

1st "Norwich" type Double "Norwich" type 2nd "Norwich" type 

North Norfolk Yoxford and Halesworth 	Saxmundham 

Beccies "Waveney" types 	 Common Suffolk type 

Fig. 3. East Anglian gable types. 	. * 

Mulbarton, near Norwich, and is one of many in the neighbour-
hood. In Norwich itself there are also double and triple gables 
of the same basic outline. 

In several nearby villages, such as Hempnall, Ludham, 
Ashby, Carleton St Peter, and so on, there are buildings with 
gables of this same Norwich type, enhanced with a second 
curve at the base. For convenience, we can term the two 
types first and second "Norwich" styles. 

We can perhaps detect another type in the north of 
Norfolk; it is exemplified in the stable of Buckling Hall 
(Pu. ha), dating probably from the early years of the 
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seventeenth century. The central blOck, with its three simple 
gables already mentioned, seems slightly earlier than the 
outbuildings, which show a more complex type of gable, 
imitated in the neighbourhood, at Aylsham, Cley, and else 
where. We can, again for convenience only, term this the 
"North Norfolk" style. 

Examples of another well-defined type, dating mostly from 
the late seventeenth century, can be seen in considerable 
numbers at Yarmouth, Gorleston, down the Waveney Valley, 
and beyond as far as Brandon This style displays a double 
curve, variously finished at the top; usually with a triangular 
pediment, but sometimes fiat or semi-circular. Examples of 
each method can be seen at Beccles, which has many gabled 
houses, some very much akin to those of Amsterdam, if one 
allows for the difference naturally to. be expected between a 
great commercial capital and a small market town. It is 
interesting to note that at Beccles, and other places along the 
east coast, the gables actually front the street, as in Holland 
(P1. III c), instead of following the more usual English custom, 
and being at right angles to it. The finest example of this 
type of jable (which we may perhaps be allowed to style the 
"Waveney") is the White Hart Inn at Scole in Suffolk. 
Built in 1655, it was possibly the prototype for the whole 
area (P1. lIe). Scattered examples of the "Waveney" style 
can be seen at many placeA in Suffolk, and even, occasionally 
in Norfolk. In some buildings the two originally distinct 
curves of the style have coalesced into one long "ogee"; such 
gables can be seen at Eye and ixworth among other places. 

South of the Waveney Valley we can recognize another 
local type, seen at Yoxford and Halesworth. It is noteworthy 
for its straight upper portion, combined with a concave sweep 
at the base. At Saxmundham this type exists in double form. 
These types, although seen most often in the districts 
mentioned above, are sometimes to be found many miles 
from their usual locality. For example, at Setchey, near 
Lynn, there is a gable of the widespread "Waveney" style. 
Again, one sometimes sees gables which combine the charac-
teristics of two styles. At Caister, near Yarmouth, there is a 
roadside gable combining the "North Norfolk" and second 
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a. Barn at Mulbarton, Norfolk. 	b. Botesdale, Suffolk. 
c. Becoles, Suffolk. 
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"Norwich" styles, and similar examples could be multiplied 
from many other places. There are also many gables which do 
not belong to any of the types mentioned above. It is possible 
that these form smaller groups of their own, but in the absence 
of sufficient evidence concerning them one cannot theorize. 
Some around Yarmouth and Gorleston combine steps and 
curves in as many as six or eight tiers (Fig. 7, 1). These 
houses, which practically always face the street, have a very 
Dutch look indeed, suggesting the high façades of Hoorn and 
Enkhuizen, in North Holland. 

The immediate neighbourhood of Cambridge cannot claim 
any particular style of gable. Examples are, numerous but 
widely diverse (Fig. 4), which is indeed what one wouldexpect 
in a border county such as ours. In Cambridge itself we have, 
besides the buildings a]ready mentioned, a house near the 
School of Pythagoras with a curious gable of "Norwich" type; a 
rather doubtful example at Emmanuel College; and an un-
usual building at Chesterton Hall. The latter is much restored 
but seems to date from the early seventeenth century. Not 
far away, at Fen Ditton, is a charming gabled Hall, perhaps 
a little later in date. The Merchant's House, Commercial End, 
Swaff ham Bulbeck (P1. Va), is a fine piece of building, in 
variegated brickwork, Flemish bond, with dark headers and 
light stretchers. The gables are not unlike some of the 
Waveney Valley type. Commercial End was at one time the 
centre of a flourishing system of inland trade, being at the 
head of a lode, or canal, and it is more than likely that the 
materials for the Merchant's House were conveyed there by 
water. . 

North and north-west of Cambridge we find several 
villages with gabled houses. At Sutton, in the Isle of Ely, we 
can recognize another local type, with pedimental apex, 
related to another at Wilburton, not very far away. Rampton 
also has a pedimental type, earlier than those at Sutton, and 
perhaps their prototype. 

At Over there is a very fine house, probably unique, with 
a large semi-circular gable fronting the street (P1. Vb). It 
suggests the combination of a typical Dutch street façade 
with a normal English farmhouse plan. At. Over one sees also 



32 	 C. L. CUDWORTH 

• Fig. 4. Gables in the Cambridge Region. 1. Cambridge, St John's College. 
2. Cambridge, The Abbey. 3. Chesterton Hall. 4. Over. 5. Fen Stanton. 
6. Fen Drayton. 7. Rampton. 8. Sutton. 9. Wilburton. 10. Swaffham 
Bulbeck. .11. Glatton and Holme. 12. Fen Ditton. 
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peculiar double-gabled houses with very steep roofs, probably 
once thatched. One of these has relieving arches over the 
windows, a feature more Dutch than English (P1. Yc); rarely 
seen here, it is very common in Holland. 

At Fen Drayton, not far from Over, there are several 
houses of interest to us. Most picturesque of all is the cottage 
shown in P1. Ia, with its lofty stepped gables. Almost facing 
it, across the street, is an eighteenth-century house with 
stone-capped curved gables and a fine ornamental doorway. 
Nor is this all. Near the church stands an unpretentious 

a. Fen Drayton 	 b. Over 

Fig. 5. Two doorways. 

cottage, which upon close inspection reveals signs of a 
chequered career, visible in numerous patchings and repairs 
no less than in its inserted neoGothic windows. But its most 
interesting feature is the stone doorway (Fig. 5a), which 
bears an inscription in Dutch, dated 1713. It reads: "Niet 
zonder Arbyt "—"Nothing without work". The language and 
sentiment of this inscription have led to its being attributed 
to' Cornelius Vermuyden, the indefatigable, seventeenth-
century Dutchman who strove so hard for the draining of 
the Fens. But Vermuyden, who had a grown-up son fighting 
in the Civil War, could hardly have been erecting doorways 
in the next century, however hale and extended the old age 
with which tradition credits him. We must therefore, however 

C.A.S. Proc. VOL. XXXVII 	 3 
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reluctantly, reject him and assign both inscription and doorway 
to one of the many unknown Dutchmen who made their 
homes in the neighbourhood whilst the Fens were being 
drained. The shape of the doorway is very unusual and seems 
to have been. imitated by local builders. There is one such 
imitation at Witcham and another at Over; the latter has a 
rather inexplicable design in its pediment (Fig. 5b). 

Near Fen Drayton is a larger village, Fen Stanton, where 
we find many gabled houses, of considerable variety. One 
house (said locally to have been used by "Capability" Brown 
as a country resideiice) has a different gable at either end. 
The village street is remarkable for its clock-tQwer, complete 
with lantern, one of the many East Anglian imitations of the 
Dutch Wèighhouses. AtFen Stanton, which isin Huntingdon 
shire, and in touch by way of the Ouse and Nene with the 
stone-country farther west, some of the gables are coped with 
stone. One type, of which there are two examples extant,. 
seems peculiar to this village (Fig. 4 5  5). 

One of the finest of all gabled cottages is at Broughton, 
near Huntingdon. It has four gables, .showing two distinct 
types, the principal gables being of the second "Norwich" 
style. Other Huntingdonshire examples are to be seen at 
the Hemingfords, where one very fine house has been ruined 
aesthetically by the use of sham half-timbering. At Holme 
and Glatton, near Peterborough, there are examples of a 
distinctive local type, seen also, in double form, at Warboys. 

North of the Wash one finds occasioflal examples ofcurved 
and shaped gables scattered all along the semi-coastal regions 
as far as Edinburgh. 1  

Curiously enough, such gables are comparatively rare in 
the actual Fenland levels, where one would expect to find 
them commonest. A little investigation, however, will soon 
discover the reason for their absence. The draining of the 
Fens, although attempted by Vermuyden and his followers in 
the seventeenth century, was by no means accomplished even 
by the beginning of the nineteenth. Much progress was made 
by the introduction of wind-pumps in the early years of the 
eighteenth century, but it was not until the perfection of 

For one example, see the Treasurer's House at York. 
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steam pumping that the .Fens became really habitable. •  The 
architectural consequence of this is that we find quite a 
number of sixteenth and seventeenth-century houses on the 
edge of the Fens, but comparatively few in them. The com 
monest form of Fenland gable (see Fig. 6 a) dates from the 
eighteenth century, is straight-sided and finished with bricks 
set obliquely or "staggered". Some examples show the 

a. "Fenland" 	b. "Mansard" 	C. "Soham" 	d. "Staggered" 
type 	 type 	 type 	or "oblique" 

brickwork 

Note the "corbels" at each base, a feature common to all Englishgable-ends, 
but unknown in Holland, owing to the Dutch custom of building contiguous 
gabled façades. 

Fig. 6. Fenland gables. 

method very clearly, owing to the use of red and yellow 
bricks--a decorative effect fairly common locally at that 
time. Some houses have the Mansard form of rOof combined 
with oblique brickwork. Both features appear to have come 
over from Holland in the latter part of the seventeenth 
century, at which period they were common in that country. 

Many of these East Anglian gable types have counterparts 
in Holland. I have already spoken of the Dutch use of step 
gables, which were being built in the Netherlands throughout 
the seventeenth century, although English bujiders seem to 
have neglected. them after about 1630 or so. Generally 
speaking, the Continental examples have much larger steps than 
the English ones, although very large steps are occasionally 
seen here, as on the Tudor dovecote at Willington, Beds.' 
Many towns in Holland show gables which are probably the 
prototype of the "Norwich" style, as at Edam and Franeker. 
The latter town even has double examples, just like those of 

1 See S. R. Jones, English Village Homes (Batsford, 1936). 
3-2 
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Norwich. P1. IV shows the lofty narrow houses of Amsterdam, 
which seem to have influenced those of the Waveney Valley 
and 'the coastal-towns of Yarmouth and Gorleston. Fig. 7 
shows some related types arranged in order of date. - 

Besides gables,, there are many minor examples of .Dutch 
influence to be seen in our. East Angliai buildings. The 
Fishermen's Hospital at Yarmouth, built in 1702, besides 
possessing a gable of Waveney type, has shuttered windows 
and dormers exactly like the contemporary almshouses of 
Holland. , * 

In many east coast towns, such as Yarmouth and Lynn, 
one sees innumerable details which seem to indicate a 
building tradition common to both countries. Doorways of 
the sthrte semi-classical designs are as frequent in the streets 
of Jynn as by the canals of Delft or Haarlem. In Amsterdam 
there are wooden shop and. house-fronts, with enormous 
many-paned windows, which seem to' have been imitated on 
a less generous scale in our East Anglian towns. On the 
other hand, the great classic orders of some 'Norwich houses 
and their close parallels in Dutch towns like. Zutphen seem 
both to "be an echo of the Versailles ." grand manner" rather 
than copied one from the other. 

The tall lanterns and louvres which adorn and give 'light. 
to some of our Cambridge college halls b,ear some resemblance 
to the' "klokketorens" of Holland, whose fantastic shapes are 
such a feature of the Dutch scene. One or two East 'Anglian 
churches, such as St George's, Yarmouth, have towers not 
unlike these Dutch campaniles, but they are 'very sober in 
design compared with 'the Dutch extravaganzas. 

This exuberance of design can be seen in practically all the 
features of' Dutch Renaissance architecture. Just as' the 
Dutch towers and gables are more elaborate than their 
English counterparts, so their minor details,' such as tie-rods, 
finials, 'and ornamental brickwork, are more complex than 
ours. Iron tie-rods, which in East Anglia are of the simplest 
forms,' rarely exceeding the complexity 'of a numeral or initial 
letter, are of an extraordinary variety in Holland. Some 
excellent examples are given in S. R. Jones' book, The Old 
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cc L 
1.. Gorleston 	 2. Enkhuizen 

3. Over 4. Nymegen 

5 Scole 
	 6. Zwolle 

7. Norwich 	 8. Franeker 

Fig. 7. Related types, English and Dutch. 
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Houses of Holland. It is possible that the familiar wind-vanes 
of eastern England, depicting Reynard the Fox. or a horse 
or bird of some kind, may be derived ultimately from the 
Netherlands; certainly weather-vanes are much in evidence 
there, although Dutch taste preferred a full-rigged ship to any 
beast or bird. This was perhaps natural in a country whose 
life is so closely connected with the sea and whose people 
were less addicted to the pleasures of. the chase than the 
sporting English. 

I have already mentioned that our builders, in taking over 
the Dutch method of brick-building, copied also their custom 
of rubbing and moulding the bricks into various shapes. 
Another Dutch building method, not so often seen over here, 
combined individual bricks into complex, mosaic-like patterns: 
The nearest English equivalent to this seems to have been the 
use of blue.headers in patterns across the red of the wall 
surface, which can be seen in many old houses, and also in 
their innumerable Victorian imitations. 

The strapwork decoration of English Renaissance archi-
tecture is quite common in Holland in buildings of the 
corresponding period. Wooden panelling with designs not 
unlike our linen-fold is also to be seen there. Curiously 
enough, the characteristic Dutch tiled interior seems to 
have found little favour in these islands Perhaps the cool, 
shimmering tiles were too chilly for our national taste; 
perhaps they were too expensive for our less prosperous 
countrymen, but whatever the reason the English seem to 
have preferred their customary tapestries and oak panelling. 
There was, however, at least one house in England decorated 
in the Dutàh interior style. This house, which stoOd until 
1888 as No. 21, Austin Friars, London, was built by a member 
of the Olmius family. According to C. G. Harper (On the Road 
in Holland, p. 76) several rooms in this house were.lined with 
Dutch tiles. . 

The Dutch metal fireback, so common in Holland even to 
this day, was equally popular here in the seventeen1h and 
early eighteenth centuries, and specimens still survive in 
many old houses. 

A glance .at F.ig. 8 introduces us, to the fact that East 
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a. Merchant's House, Commercial End, Swaffham Bulbeck. 
b. Over. 	 c. Over. 
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Anglia is. .by no means alone in England in showing sign- § of 
Dutch influence. Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Surrey, and 
east Kent all possess gabled houses of distinctive local types. 
At Sandwich, in Kent, there existed until recently a whole. 
row of gabled houses, fronting the street. Other English 

Littlebourne, Kent 
	

Slyfield, Surrey 

Nunupton, Herefordshire 	 Berry Pomeroy, Devon 
Fig. 8. Gables from Southern and Western Counties. 

centres are at Winchester, Hants, and Topsham, Devon. 
Herefordshire also can show some of the earlier Elizabethan 
type of gable, and Northamptonshire has many early seven-
teenth-century stone houses with curved gables. 

It is perhaps noteworthy that all these districts and places 
are either on navigable rivers, or within easy reach of the sea, 
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which suggests that the influence travelled along the rivers,. 
with building materials.. 	. 

If we examine the Renaissance architecture of northern 
and central Europe, we shall discover that not only East 
Anglia but also 'Holland itself is only a small section of a much 
larger area showing common architectural forms. The seven-
teenth-century buildings of Belgium, the Rhineland, Bavaria, 
Denmark, Southern Sweden and the other Baltic States, all 
show curved gables and similar so-called "Dutch" features 
(Fig. 9). The origin of this general north European style is a 
difficult problem to solve. It is possible that the Netherlands 
were the source; indeed, the style seems somewhat earlier 

.there than elsewhere, and it is possible that it travelled up the 
Rhine towards Bavaria, rather than downwards to the Nrth 
Sea. Behind it all is Italian influence. Italian façades, enriched 
with pinnacles and urns and flanked by large consoles, 
suggested the beginning of what we call "Dutch" gables. 
Together with the late Gothic step gable, these details helped 
to form the typical late sixteenth-century "Stadhuis" façade 
of Holland. 

It is interesting to note, in connection with the supposed 
influence of. Dutch immigrants on the architecture of this 
country, that wherever the Dutch settled abroad they left 
traces of their occupation in the buildings of the locality. 
New York, first colonized by them, and called New Amsterdam, 
had at one time a large number of step-gabled houses. An 
engraving by .  Hollar, in the Fitzwihiam Museum, shows 
houses of the same type at Batavia in Java, colonized by the 
Dutch early in the seventeenth century. It is said that there 
are still many houses extant of unmistakable Dutch type 
there. There is, also, at Djocjakarta, in the same country, 
a Sultan's palace embellished, with typical shaped gables, 
imitated from a Dutch model. I have been told that at 
Demerara, in British Guiana, they "ma4e a regular Dutch 
scene in the Tropics ". 

Finest of all, perhaps, and most interesting to the East 
Anglian, are the old farmhouses of South Africa. Built 
mostly in the eighteenth century, they seem very much akin 
to our own farmhouses, the plans being much more English 
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Zons (Germany) 	Enkhuizen (Holland) Guilton, Kent (England) 
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Ettal (South Germany) 	Ingolstadt (Bavaria) 
	

Aylsham (England) 

cP\tD _ 
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Skne Province (Sweden) 	Zwolle (Holland) 	Waveney Valley (England) 

L TllJA2 
Brunswick (Germany) 	Riga (Latvia) 	Colchester (England) 

Fig. 9. North European gables. 
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than Dutch. The gables, too, might almost be based on those 
of Norfolk and Suffolk (Fig. 10). At Stellenbosch, Nederburg, 
and elsewhere are gables identical in shape with those of the 
second "Norwich" style. These South African houses were 
usually finished with a coating of stucco, a material which 
lends itself to elaborate mouldings of the kind illustrated in 
Fig. 10, 3, a farmstead called " Morgenster ". Such decoration, 
very effective in the brilliant African sunshine, is the natural 
outcome of the moulded brickwork of the Dutch homeland. 
Several books have been published dealing with these South 
African buildings, the finest and most recent of which is 
Pêarse's Eighteenth Century Architecture in South Africa. It is 

1 and 2. Groot Constantia 	3. Morgenster 	4. Stellenbpsch 

Fig. 10. South African gables. 

beautifully illustrated and well worth the attention of anyone 
interested in the question of Dutch architectural influence, 
either in this country or elsewhere. 

My final example of the distribution of Dutch architectural 
style was brought to my notice by Professor and Mrs Wace. 
The old State House at Boston, Mass., is of the Dutch-East 
Anglian type already mentioned. Its origin is quite evident 
in both shape and materials, and it is interesting to remember 
that the eighteenth-century New Englanders who erected it 
were probably of East Anglian stock, building in the traditional 
manner of the eastern counties and utilizing, perhaps without 
realizing.it, the Dutch architectural ideas which had merged 
into contemporary East Anglian usage. 

I am indebted to Mr R. C. Lambeth for his kindness in 
making for me the drawings used in Figures 2 and 5, and to 
Mr Yerbury, for permission to reproduce Plates I b and IV 
from his Old Domestic Architecture of Holland (1924). 
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