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FURTHER EXCAVATIONS IN BRONZE 
AGE BARROWS AT CHIPPENHAM, 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

By C. S. LEAF, B.A.,F.S.A.. 

SINCE the publication, in C.A.S. Proc. vol. xxxvi, of the 
excavation of. two Barrows in this parish, I have dug two 

Fig. 1. Map. 

additional -ones,' and part of a third, and a description of this 
work forms the subject of this paper. 

The first two are in a small copse in the angle between the 
Chippenham—Chevely Road and the Newmarket—Bury St 
Edmunds branch of the L.N.E. Railway (Map, Fig, 1, where 



PLATE I 

(a) 

Skeletons, Barrow no. 5 (see pp. 39-41). 
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they are marked as "3" and "4"). Of the other mounds in, 
or on the edge of the copse, that at the top proved on in-
vestigation to be natural, while the other, within the copse 
itself, must be regarded as "not proven", trial trenches having 
yielded no objects. It appears to be artificial,. and it is 
possible that it is of Late Bronze Age date, and that the 
burials are to be found to the south of the centre and at some 
distance from it. 

Barrow no. 3 

This Barrow occupies the north-east corner of the copse 
and the excavation Plan (Fig. 2) shows that it is a simple 
unditched mound, about 70 ft. in diameter as originally 
made, though it has spread considerably. Though pro-
fusely tunnelled by rabbits, enough remains to show that it 
contains a central core of hard sand, covering a simple 
cremation, laid in a shallow scoop made in the underlying 
chalk and not enclosed in an urn. A small overhanging-rim 
urn was found at "X" (Plan, Fig. 2). It was empty, and was 
probably intended for a food-vessel containing an offering to 
the spirits of the dead. Such empty vessels have been found 
in barrows in this district before. It is shown in Fig. 3. In 
addition, some flint implements of a probable Bronze Age 
date were found on the original turf under the Barrow and 
are figured, together with a typical rim sherd of Early Bronze 
Age type and a microlith (Fig. 4, nos. 2-9). The two dark 
patches on the Plan (Fig. 2) represent the points at which 
undecorated sherds of overhanging-rim urn type were found. 

Barrow no. 4 

This is at the south-west corner and is considerably 
larger than the last, being 90 ft. in diameter, measured 
over the ditch (Plan, Fig. 5). Its excavation showed that, as 
in the last case, a natural rise of the chalk had been taken 
advantage of by the builders. A soft sandy mound covered 
a hard sand core, raised over 'a pavement of flints, interrupted 
by a hole sunk into the top of a sand pipe. The latter may 
originally have contained a burial, but the rabbits had long 
since destroyed any traces of it. 
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The only burials actually found were two groups of burnt 
bones from the soft sand mound. A single sherd from the rim 
of an overhanging-rim urn was also obtained from this area, 
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Fig. 3. Overhanging-rim urn, Barrow no. 3. 

but the remainder of the urn had been removed, I imagine 
by warreners. The sherd is figured (Fig. 4, no. 10). 

Ditch. This was of a typical Bronze Age section (Fig. 6). 
On the right can be seen the "revetment ", and I shall have 
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Fig. 4. Flint tools and potsherds, Barrows nos. 3 and 4. 
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more to say about such banks when I describe the next 
Barrow. 

The chalk in this district is marly, so the quick silting is of 
many sand. The layer of small flints may be accidentally 
derived from the revetment bank, but in the next Barrow to 
be mentioned a rather similar layer appeared to have been 
placed deliberately, so it is possible that here, too, the flints 
are meant to form a pavement. 'Similar pavements, usually 
Of timber, have been found in barrow ditches elsewhere. The 
main silting, derived from the mound and, outer bank in 
about equal proportions, is seen to be sandy, and snail shells 
were found on its upper surface, showing that it had lain open 
to the air for some considerable time. Above this the filling 
is of stony soil, but there is one more old ground surface that 
yielded Romano-British sherds. The Bronze Age sherds in-
dicated on the quick silting were unfortunately undecorated. 
It may be noted in passing that no flint implements of any 
kind were found during the excavation of this Barrow. 

Stones. A reference to the Plan (Fig. 5) shows a number 
of large sandstones and flints scattered over the old ground 
surface, under the Barrow. Although some of these may be 
erratic blocks dating back to the Glacial Period there are, in 
some instances, traces of arrangement which are unlikely to 
be fortuitous, viz.: '(1) At four points on the edge of the 
ditch are groups of stones, and there are traces of a fifth 
group. (2) On the Plan (Fig. 5) certain stones are numbered; 
at these points stones are superimposed, the sandstone, if 
present, being invariably uppermost. I have no theory as to 
the arrangement of these stones, though the groups round the 
edge of the mound may have had some relation to the laying 
out of the Barrow. This does not seem probable and I am 
tempted to fall back on some ritual significance which we do 
not understand. 

Barrow no. 5 

• This is near the two Barrows whose excavation was 
described in vol. xxxvi of our Proceedings, and brings the. 
numbei of Barrows in the group up to four. Marked on the 

C.A.S. Proc. VOL. XXXIX 	 3 
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Map (Fig. 7) as "5", it is the largest of the group, being 147 ft. 
in diameter over the outer bank, though no visible mound 
now exists. 

A small cap of sand, perhaps. 60 ft. in diameter, covers this 
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Fig. 7. Map. 

natural summit, overlying gravel, except on the eastern side, 
where the subsoil is chalk marl. 

The finds made during the excavation have been so un-
usually helpful that I can say with confidence that a ditched 
Bowl-barrow was made in the Early Bronze Age; that its 

- 	 3-2 
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ditch was filled in and the second one dug towards the close 
of the Middle Bronze Age; and that the Outer Ditch itself 
had silted up almost level by the time that Iron Age "A" 
pottery was in use. 0 

The Central Mound is of sand, and is not reinforced by 
any core. As in the case of the last Barrow mentioned in this 
paper, a gravel bank surrounds the central area. In the past 
I have accepted the explanation of such banks as revetment 
walls, designed to prevent slipping of the mound into the 
ditch, but certain features in the present instance have led 
me to change my views on this subject. 

During the clearing of the central area, two rows of small 
circular dark stains were noticed, just within the gravel bank. 
They were about '4 in. in diameter and 3 in. in depth. Eight 
feet within the inner edge of the bank similar but larger 
stains were found, forming part of a circle. These marks were 
about 9 in. in diameter .and 6 in. deep. Both the natural 
wasting, of the mound, shown by the silt in the inner ditch, 
and subsequent ploughing, have altered its appearance out 
of all recognition, and it seems very probable that the stains 
represent the very bottom of post-holes. Of these, the outer 
double ring would form a low ,  palisade, while the inner ones 
would form a circle of large posts, some of which, were 
apparently arranged in pairs (Plan, Fig. 8). 

Dr A. E. van Giffen, who has done so much brilliant work 
in Barrow investigation in Holland, has 'found similar ar-
rangements of posts in many instances (Proc. Prehist. Soc. 
vol. iv, New Series, Part 2, 1938, p.  258 et seq.). The Chippen 
ham Barrow clearly has features in common with Barrow 
no. 5, near Hijken, with its circle of large, widely separated 
posts, and with that near Hooge Mierde, which is in addition 
encircled with a low palisade. On the othe'r hand we have, 
here, no indication of the depression between the bank and 
the centre which is so marked in the Dutch examples, and 
marks them out as Bell-barrows, but in every other respect 
the connection is obvious. Even here it is just possible that 
there was once a similar construction. Gravel occurs in the 
topsoil at the centre of the Barrow, but not over the whole 
area between the gravel bank and the centre, and this suggests 
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that a mound of gravel covered the central grave. If, then, 
the bank was of sand on a gravel foundation, it would explain 
the great depth of sand silting in the inner ditch, but it -must 
be admitted that this explanation appears rather far-fetched. 
In any event it seems unnecessary to worry about it, for 
Barrow builders appear to have been very individual in their 
tastes and we should be unlikely to find exactly the same 
features in both England and Holland. / 

The other post-holes found bear out this contention. Two 
ovals on the north-eastern side of the central area, marked 
"I" and "VII" (Plan, Fig. 8), were originally supposed to 
be hearths, but their depth and barrenness of remains, except 
dark sand, suggests that they too were post-holes. They 
would in that case form an entrance, but in a Dutch Barrow, 
such holes would form part of the inner circle, as at Hooge 
Mierde. The three large posts facing them, between the two 
ditches, on the south-west side of the Barrow, would also be 
unusual abroad. As will be mentioned later these posts were 
accompanied by foundation sacrifices. 

The Central Burial is situated as shown on the Plan 
(Fig. 8A), and was dug 2 ft. 6 in. into the underlying gravel. It 
cuts into a group of hearths of which seven have, so far, been 
found. Little of the skeleton remained, but it could be seen 
that it had lain on its left side, in a relaxed position, and it 
was not accompanied by any object. No other burial has, so 
far, been found in the central area. 

The Hearths, numbered II, III, IV, V, VI, VIII, IX 
(Plan, Fig. 8), represent an occupation of the Beaker period 
and, in spite of the incompleteness of the excavation, it has 
been possible to obtain the profile of two or three beakers. I 
shall refer to them and the associated flint implements later 
on, also' to a Mesolithic working floor found under Hearth IX. 
• Secondary Burials. Those in the Inner Ditch consist 

first of two small graves, made in the filling, presumably after 
the Outer Ditch had been dug. Of these "B" was entirely 
empty, but the discovery of a single human milk tooth and 
scraps of bone in "C" (Plan, Fig. 8) suggested that it had 
contained the remains of a child. Also from this grave was 
obtained a small pot of Late Bronze Age ware, which had 
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originally borne a row of pointed knobs below the rim (Fig. 9). 
This is of characteristic " Deverel-Rimbury " type, and I shall 
return to it later; Two small post-holes marked this grave, as 
was, indeed, the case with most of the secondaries. 

The Cremation marked "D" was also in the filling of the 
Inner Ditch but, though marked by four posts, it had nothing 
with it. 

One Cremation was found in the bank surrounding the 
Earlier Ditch at "E" (Plan, Fig. 8). The rim of the urn which 
contained it had been entirely removed, probably by plough-
ing, and this was a sad disappointment; for the burial was as 
usual marked by posts, and it would have been very satis-
factory to have been able to date this, as well as the others, 
by the decoration on the rim. The paste of which the pot was 
made is, however, remarkably similar .to that of the knobbed 
pot (Fig. 9) and it is therefore probable that it was also an 
urn of Deverel-Rimbury type. 

On the very floor of the Outer Ditch at "F" (Plan, Fig. 8) 
was an -important inhumation burial. It was situated due 
east of the centre of the Barrow, and lay on its right side in 
a position even more straightened than the drawing suggests. 
The fingers of the left hand were resting on the side of the 
head, while the right arm was extended in front of the body, 
and beneath the head was found a shale stud (Fig. 10, no. TO). 
The latter suggests that the burial was made during, the 
Middle Bronze Age and, from its position on the bare floor 
of the ditch; it must have been laid to rest within a very short 
time after the excavation of this ditch, the filling above being 
undisturbed. Unfortunately the skeleton was too much de-
cayed to show in a photograph. 

The remaining Cremations, "G", "H" and "J" (Plan, 
Fig. 8), were merely holes, about 1 ft. wide by 1 ft. deep, 
containing burnt bones and charcoal. Each was marked by 
small posts, and 1 will show their relation to the silting when 
I describe the ditches. 

It is interesting to note that van Giffen (bc. cit.) found four 
post-holes near a secondary cremation in the Goirle Barrow. 
It is true that in this case the posts were two metres away 
from the interment and were not arranged in a square: but 
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they were the only post-holes found in the Barrow, and it is 
possible that there is a connection between them and the 
Cremation, 

Post-holes. Though I have already mentioned the post-. 
holes in the central area, I should like to say something about 
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Fig.,  9. Cremation urn, secondary burial, Barrow no. 5. 

the three found in the bank between the two ditches. They 
are shown on the Plan (Fig. 8) as " K and "M", and 
formed dark patches of varying sizes, "L" and "M".being 
about 3 ft. 6 in. wide and the same depth; while "K" was a 
little smaller. They were merely cylindrical holes, showing no 
sign of a ramp. • • • • 

"L" had associated with it the skeleton of a child, standing 
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about 3 ft. 2 in. in life, buried on the northern edge, and 
facing outwards from the centre of the Barrow (P1. I, fig. (a), 
and Plan, Fig. 8). From the fact that the limbs pressed 
tightly against the ribs, it was clearly interred in a mummi-
fied condition, one which has often been noticed in the past 
in connection with interments of this period. 

The bottom of "M" was occupied by the skeleton of an 
adult,. standing 5 ft. 3 in. in life, who had been thrown in 
head first and, when found, was resting on the point of his 
right, shoulder. The post had been planted on top of him with 
a layer of earth between (P1. I, fig. (b), and Plan, Fig. 8). The 
photograph shows very well the curve of the cervical vertebrae 
leading to the head—missing, but indicated by a lighter 
colour of the sand. The left arm is seen to be thrown out in 
front of the face; the upper portion of the left humerus has 
unfortunately been destroyed, and the left forearm is under 
the upper ribs. The right elbow is seen projecting from below 
the lower ribs, while the forearm vanishes below the vertebral 
column. When found, the hands were close together, suggest-
ing that they had been tied. It is also interesting to notice 
how the bones of the left foot have been forced back, in order 
to compress them into the uncomfortable grave. No doubt 
this poor wretch was thrown into the hole whilst still living; 
let us hope he was lucky enough to break his neck! The con-
trast between his stiffened limbs and the easily folded ones 
of the child is most striking. 

Before discussing in some detail the silting of the ditches, 
I should like to describe the method df excavation employed 
at this Barrow. Hitherto, with the exception of no. 2, which 
I cleared in quadrants, I have employed Sir Cyril Fox's 
method of working in strips, which he used for the Beacon 
Hill Barrow, at Barton Mills (Proc. C.A .S. vol. xxvi, p.  19)  
1923). This way of working has become the standard 
method for Barrow digging, but it' requires the services of a 
number of trained supervisors. In my case I always supervise 
alone, and did not feel that I could watOh a 147 ft. front with 
any degree of accuracy. In fact I never attempted it. 

Instead, I first selected a point approximately at the centre 
of the Barrow and from there marked out a line to the 
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farthest point outside the Outer Ditch to which I intended to 
dig. By means of a simple set square, I then marked off a 
distance of 4 ft. on the circumference of a circle, and drew 
another line from this point back to the "centre". The narrow 
wedge thus formed was my excavation unit, and I have 
adhered to it throughout. It divides each quarter of the 
Barrow into about twenty-five parts, and the total of one 
hundred is, of course, ,a very convenient number. 

Ditch Sections (Fig. 11). The sections show the Inner 
Ditch to the right, and the Outer to the left. 

The complication of the silting is due to the loose nature of 
the gravel and sand, which form both top and subsoil. One 
has only to keep a gravel pit under observation to find out 
that the various forces of denudation act quite differently on 
adjacent parts of the same pit. For this reason I have in-
dicated only those layers of silt which are more or less 
constant throughout, and even these vary in detail in different 
places. For instance, a layer of "light brown sand" is shown 
in the Inner Ditch. This has snail shells on top of it, indicating 
an old ground surface, but in some of the other sections of 
the Inner Ditch this layer is entirely' absent, and the shells 
are, instead, found on the continuation of the "grey-brown 
sand". 

The ditches are dug in gravel at' this point. The only 
natural sand can just be seen at the right-hand edge, where 
the cap that overlies the summit begins to be visible. Above 
it can be seen the edge of the revetment bank, here called 
"Wall ". 

Inner Ditch. All the layers in this ditch are more easily 
distinguishable than any in the outer, and this, coupled with 
the fact that no visible snail shells have been found in the 
Outer Ditch, suggests that the climate was wetter during the 
period in which the Inner Ditch was ,exposed to the air. 

The lowest complex, about 1 ft. 6 in. in depth, must, I 
suppose, be called Quick Silting, though its depth seems 
excessive. It comprises five laminations, of sand and gravel 
mixed, of which three are derived from the outer face, and 
two from the inner. It has so far proved sterile. 

Above it is seen a layer of purple sand, derived from the 
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mound. Its colour is clearly due to humus, and snail shells 
are found on its surface, but no datable object as yet. 

Next is the layer to which I have already referred, and this 
has yielded two flint implements of undoubted Bronze Age 
date. One is a degenerate leaf-shaped arrowpoint (Fig. 12, 
no. 11) and the other a very unusual tanged knife, like a 
lopsided arrowpoint, tanged but not barbed. It looks like a 
copy, in flint, of a bronze original (Fig. 12, no. 12). 

Immediately above is a thin strip of pure gravel. It ap-
pears to have been laid in position deliberately for, as can be 
seen, there is no tail in either direction. There seem to be two 
possible explanations of this layer, which occurs in every 
section I have made. Either it is of ritual significance—like 
the flinty layer in the ditch of no. 4 (supra) whose origin was 
not quite certain—or it represents a false start of the filling 
up of the ditch, which was interrupted for some reason. 

The last true silting is of light purple sand, evidently a 
ground surface, for the remains of a hearth have been found 
on it, containing some unidentified sherds, certainly of 
Bronze Age type, probably of about the middle of the period. 
Our knowledge of the domestic wares of this period is so 
slight at present that I hesitate to commit myself with regard 
to them. The black circle marks the position of Cremation 
"D" but, as the hole also penetrates the gravel filling, it 
must more properly be referred to this than to the light 
purple sand. 

Gravel filling. It is clear that the first loads were dumped 
in the middle of the ditch, the easiest point, but that after-
wards the workers were ordered to throw on to the inner face, 
and, last of all, the outer edge was levelled up. The shallow-
ness of the grave "C" indicates that a considerable depth of 
soil must have been raised above the filling. 

Original Outer Bank. In the section shown, the Inner 
Ditch is dug in gravel and the bank is ,accordingly made of the 
same material. Enough. of it remains to suggest that the 
gravel filling of the Inner Ditch was not entirely derived from 
this bank. No doubt it was left to serve as. a revetment bank 
to the enlarged structure. The large post-holes • (not shown) 
were dug through this bank into the underlying gravel. 
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Fig. 12 Flint and bone tools, Barrow no. 5. 



BRONZE AGE BARROWS AT CHIPPENHAM 	 45 

Outer Ditch. It has already been mentioned that an 
Inhumation Burial ("F", Plan, Fig. 8) was found on the floor 
of this ditch, having associated with it a shale stud, indicating 
that this ditch was made during the Bronze Age. Nothing 
else has been found in this lowest layer, again composed of 
gravel and sand mixed. All the remarks that I made regarding 
the variability of the layers..in the Inner Ditch are applicable 
to the outer, and are made much more irritating by the 
gravelly nature of most of them, which makes them even 
harder to disentangle. 

There is no doubt as to the reliability of the "Dark Sand" 
which is found everywhere, even in the chalk marl region, 
where it forms the only distinguishable layer. In the section 
shown its top is truncated on the right-hand side. I do not 
knowwhy this is so, and it is clearly of only local significance, 
for it is not so mutilated elsewhere. The layer is probably 
derived from soil filling the angle between the edge of the 
ditch and the original outer bank, and sand would no doubt 
have been blown off the mound by the wind. I have indicated 
a Cremation as having been made into it and show, on the 
extreme left, a section of it and of two of its four little posts. 
I imagine that the latter probably served some quite utili-
tarian purpose, probably to warn future grave-diggers of the 
existence of an interment at this particular place. The grave-
stones in our modern churchyards fulfil this purpose, as well 
as extolling the virtues of the deceased. In any case the 
finding of a Deverel-Rimbury urn in . a grave so marked 
strongly suggests that all the marked graves belong to that 
period, the Late Bronze Age. This of course agrees with the 
dating of the shale stud which should, from its form, belong 
to the Middle Bronze Age. 

An exactly similar Cremation is shown on the "pale stony 
sand", which must therefore have formed a ground surface 
at a slightly later date. 

On the layer of "pale sand" was found a sherd of great 
importance. It is part of the rim and side of a characteristic 
pot of Iron Age "A" (Fig. 13, no 13). 

As in the ditch of Barrow no. 4 (supra), the Romano-British 
is the highest distinguishable ground surface. This is an 
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interesting fact, for it implies that £he land was under cultiva-
tion in Anglo-Saxon times. A cemetery of the period is known 
to exist about 400 yards to the west of this Barrow and an 
iron spearhead, typical of the period, was found under the 
topsoil, over the final outer bank. 

Final Outer Bank. This has proved difficult to trace, 
particularly in the chalk marl, and little of it has so far been 
cleared. The best section made shows that it rises directly 
from the edge of the ditch, is 8 ft. wide, and about 18 in. 
thick. Its perfectly fiat top shows the effect of repeated 
ploughing, and it was probably considerably thicker when 
first made. 

Pottery 

Neolithic "A" Ware. A small bowl was found, accom-
panied by charcoal, in a shallow scoop at the edge of the 
Outer Ditch at "N" (Plan, Fig. 8) and is shown as Fig. 14. 
I sent the drawing to Mr Stuart Piggott, F.S.A., who has 
kindly furnished the following report on it. 

The bowl I should think is"Al." rather than "A 2", although 
I am not so sure what these names mean now, as I was a few years 
ago! Actually I believe that in East Anglia they probably repre-
sent two distinct strains—the "A 1" (so-called) being an earlier 
and native stock, represented nicely stratified at Peacock's Farm, 
and exemplified by your new bowl, sherds from Massingham Heath 
now in the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology and I think 
your Hayland House sherds Fig. 3, nos. 1, 2, 3 of your report.' The 
" " A 2, which I would rather regard as a Thames Valley develop 
ment probably intrusive to East Anglia, would be represented 
by your fine Hayland House bowl, the sherd from Eriswell in 
the Museum, and other bowls from Clacton (unpublished) and 
Ipswich, all of which agree with each other very well. 

Neolithic "B" (Peterborough) Ware: Rim Sherd. 
'Figured as Fig. 10, no. 14, this sherd was found beneath the 
outer edge Of the revetment bank at "P" (Plan, Fig. 8). 
Poorly made, of smooth, buff-coloured paste, it is of great 
interest because the only decoration it bears is either on, or 
inside, the flattened rim. 

1 C.A.S.Proc. vol. xxxv,p.11O. 
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Beaker Ware. The sherds .of this period are found in the 
central area, either within the hearths or scattered on the 
surrounding surface, though there is a sharp difference 
between the condition of different sherds, some being very 
fresh, and others much abraded. This suggests that the 
former, which are found more thickly round the central grave, 
were used at a feast connected with the actual burial. These 
sherds are relatively few in number, but the vessels whose 
profile it has been possible to reconstruct belong to this 
group. This show clearly that the mound was raised very 
shortly after the funeral, thus preserving them unscattered. 
The custom of breaking a vessel which has been consecrated 
to some particular purpose is widespread, and has persisted 
up to our own period for, until recently, it was the custom 
in certain regiments to break the glass out of which the 
Sovereign's health had just been drunk. The animal bones in 
the central area confirm this theory, being concentrated in 
the hearths surrounding the central grave, where they are 
numerous and fresh-looking, whereas in the outlying hearths 
they are few and very much decayed. 

Little is known about the chronology of the Beaker period from 
the point of view of decoration. All the Beakers found on the site, 
of both groups, belong to Abercromby's "A" type, or, related 
forms, and it is interesting to' note that' the later vessels show 
better and more careful work than the earlier examples, which, 
according to our ideas, should not be the case. It may be remarked, 
in passing, that the flint implements found associated with all the'  
sherds in the hearths are of poor quality in general, and this, 
again, is not at all what one would expect. It is thus clear that our 
knowledge of the sequence of the Beaker period is still quite 
uncertain. 

In the Beakers themselves there are one or two pointsi of 
interest. Although the decoration of Beakers in general is some-
what stereotyped, there are a few variations in detail which are 
rarely seen. Three of these have been found on this site. 

(I) Bands of crescents: (A) formed by a flat round-ended instru-
ment applied at an angle of 450 to the surface. Five Beakers with 
this decoration have so far been found here, but elsewhere I have 
only been able 'to hear of four, of which three are referred to in 

C.AS. Proc. VOL. XXXIX 
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Abercromby (Bronze Age Pottery, vol. I). Others no doubt exist, 
but the figures mentioned give an idea of-its rarity. (B) Crescents 
formed by pressure applied at right angles by a curved, blunt-
ended instrument, like the end of a reed split in half. The following 
are the references that I have been able to find to similar pots 
from other sites: 

Durrington, Wilts. Barrow 93 (Abercromby, Bronze Age 
Pottery, no. 4). Devizes Museum. 

Stonehenge Barrow 39 (Abercromby, no. 3). Devizes Museum. 
Shefford, Beds. (Ant. Journ. vol. xviii, p.  284). Huntingdon 

Museum. 
Acklam Wold, East Riding, Yorks (Mortimer, Ancient Burial 

Mounds of East Yorkshire, Barrow no. 124, p.  92, Plate 
XXVII, no. 217). 

East Winch, Norfolk (Abercromby,. no. 91). Norwich Castle. 
Whitesheet Hill Barrow (Hoare, Ancient Wilts.). Devizës 

Museum. 	- 
Bergh Apton, Norfolk (unpublished). Norwich Castle. 

Bands of finger-tip decoration separated by notched lines. 
I have been able to find three other examples of this decoration. 
Abercromby does not figure any, but Greenwell (op. cit. p.  322) 
obtained most of the profile of a Beaker bearing this ornament, 
alternating with criss-cross bands, from Barrow no. CXIII, 
Goodmanham, East Riding, Yorks. The sherds from this pot are 
in the British Museum and have nevei been published, so I 
illustrate them as Fig. 15 and should like, at this point, to record 
my gratitude to Mr Hawkes for the patience and kindness he has 
shown me on many occasions, but for which my references to the 
Greenwell and Reffley Wood sherds would be merely academic. 

Some sherds of two Beakers from the old ground surface under 
the Reffley Wood Barrow are almost identical with those from 
Chippenham, though one of them has incised lines instead of 
notches. I think it is most interesting to note the very close 
similarity between all these sherds, even those from Yorkshire. 

(There is an evident connection between the finds from Reffley 
Wood, Fifty Farm, West Row (Proc. C.A.S. vol. XXXV, p. 117), 
and the present site, which suggests that part of the occupation, 
at least, was closely contemporary, though this cannot be examined 
in the present paper.) 

Bands of impressed circles, probably made by pressing 
the end of a cut reed on the surface of the pot. While the centres of 
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some of the circles are undecorated, others bear lines of impressed 
notches, and the only parallel to this is found in a well-known 
"food-vessel" from Ulster in the British Museum. With regard 
to this decoration Mr Stuart Piggott has put forward the interest-
ing suggestion that it is a form of "the rather obtusely angled 
lozenges common on food-vessels, and normally filled with notched 
lines". 

The following vessels bear impressed circle decoration, but the 
centres of the circles are unornamented: 

Stonehenge Barrow 39 (Abercromby no. 3). Devizes. 
Lambourne Seven Barrows (Abercromby no. 7). British Museum. 
Hoprig, Cockburnspark, Berwick (Abercromby no. 211). 
Sheflord, Beds (Ant. Journ. vol. XVIII, p. 284). Huntingdon 

Museum. 
Aidro, E. Riding, Yorks (Abercromby no. 295 bis). Handled 

Beaker. 
Bergh Apton, Norfolk (unpublished). Norwich Castle. 
Reffley Wood Barrow, King's Lynn (unpublished). British 

Museum. 
Etall Moor, Ford, Northumberland, Barrow 184 (Greenwell, 

British Barrows, p.  404). British Museum.. 
Carmire, near Castle Howard, N. Riding, Yorks Barrow 151 

(Greenwell, op. cit. p.  356). British Museum. 
Stanton Moor, Derbyshire, Barrow T 2 (Proc. Derby. Arch. and 

Nat. Hist. Soc. vol. LI, p. 7, Plate 2). 

Of the above, the first four are certainly Beakers, but the sherd 
from Reffley Wood (Fig. 13, no. 14) has only circles, and may be 
related to some form of Rusticated Ware. The Etall Moor sherd 
is probably Beaker though it, too, only bears circles; but they are 
arranged in paired vertical lines and horizontal lines, probably 
forming a pattern of narrow vertical oblongs, and thus bear, a 
certain resemblance to the Beaker from Lambourne. The circles 
are divided into two equal halves by a narrow division. 

The Carmire sherds are from the upper part of an overhanging-
rim urn, showing impressed cord ornament, outside as far down 
as the edge of the ,  overhang, and inside, two lines of similar 
decoration, separated by short parallel lines of cord. The circles 
occur both outside and inside, below the cord ornament. This is an 
unusual vessel and Hawkes thinks it is an early type. 

The Stanton Moor "food-vessel" is a very peculiar pot, and the 
reader is advised to consult the excellent photograph referred to 
above. The circles are small, and some of them have the centre 
concave. 

4-2 
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In conclusion I agree with Piggott jhat the Shefford Beaker 
affords the closest parallel to the Chippenham example, though 
the centres of the circles are plain. In addition it bears crescent 
ornament. 

Beakers from Hearths. 
Hearth II. Probably belonging to hearth: One Beaker. Ten 

sherds found (Fig. 16, no. 15). Bands of crescents over blunted 
lozenges, formed and separated by notched work. Although the 
decoration is more or less characteristic, the method of applying 
it suggests the work of an artist rather than that of a craftsman. 
From a very small Beaker. 

Hearth III. Belonging to hearth: Remains of three Beakers. 
(1). Twenty-one sherds (Fig. 16, no. 16). Alternate horizontal 

bands, plain, and "ladder pattern", closely similar to that 
characteristic of Neolithic "C", separated by notched lines. 
From the waist of a small Beaker. Abraded. 

Fourteen sherds (Fig. 16, no. 17). Rim shows notched bands 
which become zigzagged lower down. The bands are separated 
by plain zones. A small Beaker. Much abraded. 

Four sherds (Fig. 16, no. 18). Band. of crescents over flat 
chevrons alternately plain and ladder; incised lines. 

Hearth IV. Belonging to hearth: Two Beakers. 
Handled Beaker. Nine sherds (Fig. 17, no. 19). Incised 

decoration, with reserved horizontal bands and zigzags, exceed-
ingly crudely executed. From a small Beaker, probably cylindrical. 
Abraded. 

Nineteen sherds (Fig. 17, no. 20). Horizontal bands of 
criss-cross notches, alternating with zones of maggots, and notched 
horizontal lines. The maggots are of the normal Early Bronze Age 
type. 

Hearth V. No pot could definitely be assigned to this Hearth, 
though a few sherds belonging to Beakers from other hearths were 
found in it. 

Hearth VI. Belonging to hearth: Five Beakers. 
(1) Thirty-three sherds (Fig. 17, no. 21). From rim to waist, 

two bands of vertical notches, separated by notched lines, en-
closing a plain band, over an arrangement of diamonds, having 
their long axes vertical. Below the waist a somewhat similar 
diamond pattern, but with long axes horizontal. Smooth, rather 
shiny paste, carefully made. 
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Fig. 16. Beaker sherds from hearths, Barrow no. 5. 
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Fig. 17. 17. Beaker sherds from hearths, Barrow no. 5. 
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Twenty-six sherds (Fig. 18). Above a very pronounced 
waist, alternate plain and notched oblongs, in a chequer arrange-
ment. At waist a continuous band of vertical notches. From 
waist to bottom six rows of lines of notches, over three bands 
of notches, alternating with plain zones. No rim found so far. 
An attractive Beaker. 

Fourteen sherds (Fig. 19). From rim to below waist alter-
nate bands either plain or bearing finger-tip decoration, separated 
by notched lines. The smooth reddish paste is excellent, while the 
decoration is very even as far as the waist, though below this 
point there are signs of carelessness. As stated above, this form 
of decoration is very unusual. 

Nine sherds (not figured). Part of the waist of a vessel made 
of very hard, gritty paste, bearing a criss-cross notched decoration, 
separated by plain bands. 

Ten sherds (Fig. 17, no. 22). Part of the upper half. Below 
the rim, three plain bands alternating with three notched. Below 
this, a system of large diamonds arranged horizontally round 
the pot. The diamonds are ornamented internally by alternate 
vertical strips, plain and notched. Carelessly made of hard paste, 
bearing traces of white pigment in the grooves. Abraded. 

Hearth VIII. Belonging to hearth: Three Beakers. 
Sixteen .sherds (Fig. 20, no. 23). Notched lines, separating 

bands, alternately plain, and decorated with impressed circles. 
Of these, each band above the waist, except the uppermost, has 
the centres of the circles decorated by notched lines. All the 
bands below the waist have the central part of the circles left 
plain, but the circles are placed on a notched background. Below 
the lowest band of circles is a zone of diagonal notched ornament. 

Though  actual decoration is different, there is a consider-
able resemblance between the style of this pot and .the Beaker 
found in Hearth II, and it seems possible that they may have been 
made by the same potter. They look quite different from any 
others found on the site, and as Piggott suggests (see above) the 
circles may be a sophisticated form of the reserved hexagons on 
the latter. 

Twenty-six sherds (Fig. 20, no. 24). Above the waist can 
be seen the lower portion of a debased system of plain vertical 
diamonds, separated by vertical ladders of notches. At the waist, 
a zone of crescents, separated from the diamonds above it by two 
incised liuIes, and from a plain band below by one incised line. 
From this point to the bottom, alternate crescent and plain bands, 
separated by incised lines. 

Besides the rarity of the crescent ornament, it is unusual to 
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find notched and incised lines on the same Beaker. The vessel is 
made of soft chalky paste, and bears traces of white pigmentation. 

(3) Ten sherds. Rim band crescents over plain and criss-cross 
zones all the way to bottom; notched lines (Fig. 20, no. 25). 
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Fig. 18. . Beaker sherds from hearths, Barrow no. 5. 

Hearth IX. As in Hearth V, no Beaker can definitely be 
assigned to this Hearth, though a scatter of sherds from other. 
hearths has been found in it. 

Note. Besides the Beakers described above, a number of other 
Beakers, and also Rusticated, sherds have been found in the 
hearths so far explored. I prefer to postpone the discussion of 
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Fig. 19. . Beaker sherds from hearths, Barrow no. 5. 
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these till the excavation of the site has been completed, in the 
hope that more may be found. It might be mentioned, however, 
that the Rusticated sherds are of considerable interest, and include 
one or two forms of decoration which appear to be hitherto up - 
known. 

Deverel-Rimbury Ware. The little pot (Fig. 9) was 
found in a grave in the filling of the inner ditch at "C" (Plan, 
Fig. 8) accompanying the skeleton of a child, and presumably 
represents a late example of a "food-vessel ". Its form is well 
known at the type-site, and a line of knobs must originally 
,have encircled it. It is made of smooth pale buff-coloured paste. 

Iron Age "A" Ware. (Fig. 13, no: 13). Part of the rim and 
side of a vessel typical of the period. Similar pots are being 
frequently obtained from pit dwellings exposed by gravel 
digging only fifty yards away from the place where this sherd 

ir  

Fig. 21. 

was found, in the filling of the Outer Ditch. The pots from 
the gravel pit are accompanied by fine bronze pins of 
"Heathery Burn" type, and a bracelet of bronze wire, with 
reverted ends, has also been obtained. 

Romano -British Ware (none figured). A number of sherds 
of the period may have been found from time to time par-
ticularly in the filling of the Outer Ditch, but they do not call 
for comment at this stage. 

Shale Stud. This little object was found, accompanying a 
burial on the floor of the Outer Ditch at. "  F" (Plan, Fig. 8), 
and is figured (Fig. 10, no. 10). It is very neatly made, and 
the finish of the right-hand end suggests that some kind of 
lathe must have been employed. 

Anglo-Saxon Spearhead. The iron spearhead (Fig. 21) 
was found under the present topsoil over the bank outside 
the Outer Ditch. It must therefore be considered to be un 
stratified, as the bank has evidently been much reduced by 
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ploughing. I have submitted the spearhead to Mr T. C. 
Lethbridge, and he tells me that it is a weapon of a type used 
in the Pagan Period but persisting as late as the ninth or 
tenth century. 

Bone Pin. This pin (Fig. 12, no. 26) came from Hearth VI 
in the central area, and is the only one so far found. Mr. C. F. 
Tebbutt, who actually found it, says that it is made from a 
bird bone. It is interesting to note that the point is squared. 

Flint Implements 

Mesolithic Working Floor. This underlies Hearth IX 
in the central area and, so far, has yielded ten finished 
microlith, I  a few ,  cores, and a quantity of flakes. A few 
microliths have, from time to time, been found under other 
Hearths, and an axe of this period was found high up in the 
silting of the Upper Ditch. 

I submitted this material to Dr Grahame Clark, Ph.D., 
F.S.A., who has very kindly furnished the following report 
on them: "I have been re-examining the flints from the sand 
layer. Of course, there are not sufficient finished microliths 
to give a fair impression of the industry. Nevertheless it is 
interesting that all your specimens would pass either on 
Lakenheath Warren or on the Shippea Hill -  sandhills. The 
most straightforward interpretation would be to associate 
them with these two groups. In that case they should belong to 
the late Boreal time or, perhaps, the beginning of the Atlantic. 

"I notice that one or two of the microliths are patinated, 
and resemble in their condition the core axe, sharpened by a 
transverse blow. There seem to be two alternatives: 

The axe goes with the microliths—against this there 
is the fact that, so far as we know, axes are absent from the 
Lakenheath—Shippea Hill industry. Still, your Chippenham 
flints may not belong to that industry. Farther south we find 
such small Microliths with similar axes. 

The axe, though of 'primitive' form, is of a type 
which survived. It may belong to the period of the Barrow, 
though I could not feel very happy about this. 

".Perhaps your stratigraphical evidence may help?'? 
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Note. The discovery of patinated and fresh-looking implements 
of the same period on this site would appear to be due to the 
following causes. The surface of the ground being formed of loose 
sand, situated on an exposed summit, implements would readily 
be trampled under foot, or covered by wind-blown sand, and thus 
protected from the factors which produce patination. At the same 
time, this was a favourite occupation site and, from time to time, 
local disturbance of the surface would bring a percentage of the_,  
implements to the surface, where they would lie exposed, and thus 
become patinated. Also the aëtion of rain followed by gales in 
late winter would tend to expose those implements which lay very 
close to the surface, but, on the other hand, those which were 
originally buried too deeply to be disturbed would preserve their 
fresh appearance. I do not think that any of the microliths date 
from the period of the Barrow, for their appearance in the 
Hearths is too sporadic, and there are no associated cores and 
but few flakes of that type. It is also interesting to note that 
the microliths found in. the Hearths are most• frequent in 
Hearth VIII which lies closest to the position of the actual 
working floor. As regards the axe, I consider its position in 
the silting of the outer ditch to be an obvious instance of 
local disturbance, for no doubt the digging of the ditch disturbed 
it, when it was lying nicely stratified under the topsoil, and 
deposited it on the outer bank, from which position it ultimately 
slid into the ditch, to be again stratified ;  but under quite different 
conditions. 

The axe is illustrated (Fig. 10, no. 27), but owing to 
absence on national service, I have been unable to include 
illustrations of the other artefacts. I hope to publish them 
in a later paper. 

Implements from the Hearths. I think that possibly the 
most convenient way to consider these will be to take each 
Hearth separately and finally to give a summary of them all. 
Dr Grahame Clark, F.S.A., has evolved a method of measuring 
scrapers which has given very interesting results on this site. 
Briefly, the length of each scraper from working edge to base 
is measured in centimetres, and the implements are then 
classified as "2-3 cm. scrapers", or the like. 

Hearth H. (Area, approximately 25 sq. ft.). 
• Scrapers. Four, of which three are 2-3 cm., and the other 
3-4 cm. The latter is very poorly made at the end of a flake 
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retaining most of its cortex, but the others are good average 
Beaker-work.' (None figured.) 

Saw. One. Made on a narrow core of Mesolithic type. 

Hearth III. (Area, approximately 72 sq. ft.) 
In spite of the very few pottery vessels associated with this 

hearth, it has yielded more implements than any other. I imagine 
that the explanation is that it represents the earlier occupation 
and that like the animal bones most of the sherds have been 
destroyed by the action of the weather, only those actually buried 
in the soil having been preserved. 

Scrapers. Thirty-nine. 2 cm. or under, 11; 2-3 cm., 16; 3-4 cm., 
9; 4-5 cm., 2; 5-6 cm., 1. 

It is very interesting to note the preponderance of the smaller 
sizes. This has long been known but this method of measuring 
accentuates the fact very strikingly. Of this number, twenty-four 
are patinated greyish-brown, two white, the remainder appear 
fresh. Most are well worked, though four or five would seem to 
have been hardly worth the trouble of making. I illustrate three 
typical examples (Fig. 22, nos. 28, 29, 30). 

Arrowheads. One leaf-shaped, two barbed and tanged. 
The leaf-shaped arrowhead .(Fig. 12, no. 31) is a large specimen, 

and is of a debased type, lacking the delicate ripple flaking so 
often seen. One side of the flake is unworked, except at the tip. 
It shows greyish-brown patina. 

The barbed and tanged arrowheads are of widely different types 
(Fig. 12, no. 32), being wide and short, and showing a marked 
concavity below the tip on either side. The workmanship is bold 
and vigorous. It is unpatinated. Fig. 12, no. 33, on the other 
hand, still shows, on one side, an untouched area of the original 
flake. Though broken in antiquity, enough remains to show that it 
is of a type of which others have been found on this site. It is 
made from a very thin flake, scale flaking has been employed in 
its manufacture, and it is patinated light brown. 

Saw. One. Made on a simple flake. Shows no-lustre. 
Hammerstones. Two. Of flint, one is double-ended. 
Cores. Eight. Of which one is of Mesolithic type. 
Chalk lump. One. I do not understand the purpose of these 

chalk lumps which are often found in hearths of this and other 
periods at least up to Iron Age "A". Dr Grahame Clark found 
similar lumps in a hearth of this period on the Sandhill at Planta-
tion Farm, Burnt Fen (Ant. Journ. April, 1933, p.  268), which he 
estimated had been brought by. boat from a distance of eight miles, 
which suggests that they must have been of considerable import-
ance. They also occur frequently in Lady Briscoe's interesting 
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hearths (not yet published) at Lakenheath which, again, are of 
the Bronze Age. 

Hearth IV. (Area approximately 36 sq. ft., excavation in-
complete.)  

Situated on the edge of the central, grave, this hearth contains 
a large portion of a Beaker, sherds from three or four others and 
many Rusticated sherds, but only a few implements, and this is 
typical of such hearths, suggesting that the well-preserved Beakers 
and most of the Rusticated ware form part of the accessories of a 
Funeral feast. On the other hand, animal bones are few and far 
between in this hearth. 

Scrapers. Six. 2-3 cm., 4; 3-4 cm., 2. 
Of these, four are fresh, the other two being patinated light 

brown, and doubtless belong to the earlier occupation. Only one, 
a light brown example, has any pretensions to good workmanship. 

Saw. Shown as Fig. 12, no. 34, this implement was found in the 
top of the filling of the grave, in an ashy layer, and may therefore 
have been derived from either this hearth or nos. V or VI. In any 
case it seems immaterial. From the brilliant lustre visible on the 
teeth on one side it should perhaps be called a sickle, though it 
would appear to be an awkward size and shape for such a use. 

Hearth V. (Area approximately 24 sq. ft.) 
This is a very peculiar hearth for, in spite of its position at the 

graveside, it has yielded no pottery at all, and only a single 
scraper (Fig. 22, no. 40). On the other hand, two barbed and 
tanged arrowheads have been found in it and are shown as Fig. 12, 
nos. 35, 36. It will be seen that there is a strong resemblance 
between the two, and it is likely that they were made by the same 
hand. No. 36 had lost 'a barb in antiquity, but the missing part 
was found at a distance of 4 ft. in the same hearth. They are light 
brown in colour, and bear .a strong resemblance to the one found 
in Hearth III (Fig. .12, no. 33). 

Adze. This rough tool has been in the fire and, like many such 
instruments, is remarkably' well fitted to the hand. It is possible 
that it may have been used as a hoe. 

Hearth VI. (Area so far excavated, approximately 72 sq. ft.) 
The remains of at least ten Beakers have been found in this 

hearth; some Rusticated sherds, and a large number of animal 
bones, of which som,e seem quite fresh. It' may therefore be 
assumed that the "Wake "  was celebrated here, and also at 
Hearth VIII, to be referred to later. 

Scrapers. Fourteen. 2 cm. or under, 2; 2-3 cm., 8; 3-4 cm., 4. 
C.A.S. Proc. VOL. XXXIX 



66 	 C. S. LEAF 

Nine of these are patinated, and the workmanship is average for 
the site, but would be considered poor elsewher.. 

Piano-Convex Knife. A single example of this type was found 
here. Ifis small and rather ill-formed. 

Fabricator. Shown as Fig. 22, no. 37, a typical specimen was 
excavated from this hearth. It shows slight traces of use at the 
tip and has been broken, but not recently. It is unpatinated. 

A hammerstone, a saw, and some cores have also been found, 
but do not call for comment. 

• Hearth VIII. (Area so far excavated, approximately 64 sq. ft.) 
This hearth seems to have been, with the last, the scene of the 

funeral feast. So far, the remains of about eight Beakers have 
been found in it, and of a few Rusticated vessels. As before, there 
are signs of more than one occupation. 

Quantities of animal bones have also been found here, of which 
some seem fresh, indeed, almost gelatinous, and one or two have 
been gnawed by dogs, a feature which, though common enough 
at Fifty. Farm, has not been seen here hitherto.' 

Scrapers. Eighteen. 2-3 cm., 9; 3-4 cm., 8; 4-5 cm., 1. 
Half of these are patinated and, as .a variation, one of the worse 

examples is illustrated as Fig. 22, no. 38. It can be seen that only 
a very small portion of the bottom left-hand corner has received 
any decided treatment. 

Two poor saws, and the' same number of knives, are the only 
remaining flints to show any secondary work, but the numerous 
long thin flakes have probably served as table cutlery. 

Hearth IX. (Area so far excavated, about 24 sq. ft.) 
This, an outlying hearth, has so far proved disappointing. A 

number of, Beaker sherds, dating from an earlier occupation, and 
a few Rusticated, have been found, but the yield, of worked stone 
has been very small. 

Scrapers Three. All 3-4 cm. 
Two knives, showing traces of secondary work, and a single 

saw, represent the rest of the worked flint. 

Summary. The evidence from the hearths is of a conflicting 
character. The Beakers and implements from the early' occu-
pation are, on the whole, of poor quality, but while the final 
occupation at the time of the central burial still shows but 
indifferent flints, the Beakers are of excellent quality, bearing 
decoration which shows strength and originality. Our know- 
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ledge of the period is so slight that, at this stage, we can only 
record the facts, and not try to base any theory on them. 

Arrowhead found in the substance of the mound. The 
barbed and tanged arrowhead shown as Fig. 12, no. 39, was 
found to the north-east of Hearth V, and an inch or two 
above it. It is of a type sometimes considered 'later than those 
already mentioned, the tang being developed at the expense 
of the barbs, but I do not think that this objection need be 
taken too seriously. At the worst it may have been dropped 
on the surface at some later date in the Bronze Age and, in 
the course of time, found its way, by a succession of accidents, 
to its present position. 

Conclusion. I have many acknowledgements to make for 
any success .1 may have attained during the course of this, to 
me, fascinating excavation.. Firstly, to the memory of Canon 
Greenwell and J. R. Mortimer whose published works are 
always of the greatest assistance to the Barrow digger. 
Perhaps I feel that I have most in common with the latter, 
whose foot-notes, such as, " ...there was a heavy fall of 
snow,. . . causing our work to be conducted under adverse 
conditions"', ring very true to my ears. Also to Lord Aber-
cromby, whose monumental work on Bronze Age Pottery 
saves much expensive and often fruitless travel. 

Among the living, Messrs Stuart Piggott, F.S.A., 'C. F. C. 
Hawkes, F.S.A. and W. F. Grimes, F.S.A., have taken great 
trouble in finding references to the rather unusual Beaker 
ware found on the site, and Mr Hawkes very kindly gave me 
permission to publish the sherds from the Greenwell collec--  
tion, and from Reffley Wood. 

Dr A. E. van Giffen's excavations in Holland furnished me 
with the clue to the puzzling post-holes in Barrow no. 5, and, 
fortified by the authority of his name, I can venture to assert 
with confidence that they do actually exist. 

I have, as usual, received the most patient consideratiOn 
from Mr T. C. Lethbridge, F.S.A., Director of Excavation to 
the C.A.S., and Miss M. O'Reilly has read the paper as it 
gradually took shape, and made many useful suggestions 
and necessary corrections. . 

I am greatly indebted to Mrs Tharp for allowing me to 
5-2 
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make the excavation, and to' my workm'en and numerous 
volunteers, particularly Miss .  D. M. James, for she cleared 
almost all the hOrths single-handed, thus setting me free to 
supervise the excavation of the ditches. 
• • If conditions permit, 1 hope to continue the excavation of 
no. 5 during the coming winter, and if possible to complete 
the work by the spring of next year. It will be interesting to 
see whether the remaining finds will be as valuable as those 
already made I hope at least to obtain some more secondary 
burials in the north-eastern sector of the ditches. • • 

-S 	 • 	 -5----- 
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