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A ROMANO-BRITISH VILLAGE NEAR 
L 	CAMBS 

WITH SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
IN 

DISTRIBUTION OF EARLY OCCUPATION, AND 
ON THE DRAINAGE OF THE FENS 

GORDON FOWLER, M.A., F.S.A. 

I T is well known that there are a number of Romano-British village and homestead 
sites on the silt-covered areas of the Fenlands of East Anglia and on the banks or 
levees and silty flood plains of the type of extinct waterways called ' Roddons', 
but unfortunately none of these sites has been properly excavated and published. 
A large number of sites could formerly be seen in ancient pastures between March, 
Wisbech and Gedney Hill and along the levees and flood plains of the extinct Old 
Croft, or Welney River, which was part of the original course of the Granta. They 
showed up well on air photographs (Plate III). During the 1939-45 war most of these 
pastures were ploughed up and the sites made unsatisfactory for excavation.' In 
these circumstances I feel that it is worth while to report observations of one of these 
Romano-British village sites which I made in March 1948 by walking behind a 
plough. and examining the land several times afterwards. The site was first noted in 
1 93 1  on both sides of a little roddon passing through ancient pasture land from the 
buildings. of Hill Farm2  to the concave channel of the Old Croft river. On both sides 
of that roddon were raised platforms varying in shape from rectangular to round and 
in width from I 6 to 25 ft. They were bounded by nearly silted-up ditches and behind 
them lay a complex of similar ditches surrounding irregularly shaped fields of Celtic 
type where other raised platforms could be seen. The level on the bank of the Old 
Croft was about 95  ft. above Ordnance datum and the flood plain of silt sloped 
away from there to about 52 ft. above Ordnance datum at Hill Farm buildings. 

The owner of Hill Farm did not at that time want the pasture disturbed, but 
he gave permission for the excavation of a circular mound 5  ft. in diameter on the 
bank of the old river where the roddon entered it. On removing the turf a cluster 
of Roman bronze coins was found. They were as follows: 

I of Titus 	 A.D. 79-81 	 i of Faustina 	 A.D. 138-161 
I ofDomitian 	A.D. 81-96 	 I ofCommodus 	A.D. 180-193 
I of Trajan 	 A.D. 98-117 	 3 of Julia Domna 	Died A.D. 217 	• 
I of Antoninus Pius 	A.D. 138-161 	 4 of Aurelius Claudius A.D. 269-270 

1  Mr J. C. Mossop of Holbeach is at present excavating a well-preserved site in a grass field immediately 
south-west of the concrete bridge crossing the South Holland Main Drain on the road between Holbeach 
Drove and Holbeach St Johns. The pottery already recovered is remarkable. 

2  National grid reference 536917, and aboutmile north-east of Butchers Hill, which is 3  miles north-
west of Littleport, Cambs. 
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The Trajan coin and those of Aurelius Claudius were in good condition. The rest 
were much worn and in only a moderate state of preservation. As the little mound 
containing the coins was so obvious it would seem not to have been a hiding place. 
Perhaps the coins were votive offerings on the site of a little altar. 

In the spring of 1948, the farm having changed hands, the new owner, Mr Tom 
Mott junior, decided to plough up and re-seed the old pastures, and kindly gave me 
permission to be present at the operation. I was greatly assisted by the farm foreman, 
Mr S. Gilbert and his young son George. Both kept a constant eye on the site on the 
few occasions when I was not able to be present during the ploughing, and they made 
careful observations. 

Eighteen hut sites were located on the raised platforms. All of them appeared to 
have been destroyed by fire. Their floors were of stamped clay. Their walls seem to 
have been made of some very inflammable material, such as wattle, which had been 
reduced to dusty ash.- No post holes were seen, but these may have been destroyed 
by the 18 in. deep ploughing. There appeared to have been small brick hearths on 
top of which had collapsed a quantity of clay daub. The latter was reinforced with 
straw chaff about i in. long and contained the casts and mummies of grain (Plate IV a). 
The late Professor J. Percival of Reading University kindly examined samples of this 
daub and reported that the grain is wheat, Triticumvulgare. Mr T. C. Lethbridge has 
suggested that this daub is probably derived from interior cone-shaped chimneys, 
similar to those in primitive Welsh and other ancient cottages, 2  and those noted in 
the tenth- to eleventh-century Saxon huts which were excavated at Thetford by the 
Office of Works during 1948-9. Dr Grahame Clark believes that they may be the 
remains of clay ovens, like those described in Dr Wheeler's report on Maiden Castle. 3  
Some of this daub was fused; Dr Norman Davey of the Building Research Station of 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research has kindly examined and tested 
both fused and unfused samples and reports that its fusion takes place at about 1200 
degrees centigrade. This is a greater heat than would be generated in an open hearth. 
Therefore the fusion perhaps took place when inflammable walls and roofs were 
burned down. Small pieces of coal were found on the floors of some of the huts. 

A complete jug (Plate IVb) turned up from one of the ditches. Fragments of 
two small glass bottles were noted. The bones of oxen and sheep were present in 
small quantities. On one hut site there were several different kinds of complete or 
fragmentary grinding stones of millstone grit, Niedermendig lava, Limestone and 
Northamptonshire pudding-stone. Perhaps this was the home of the village miller. 
Numbers of potsherds were littered around the hut sites and some of them are 
described in Appendix i. 

No signs of the short local droves usually associated with Romano-British sites in 
the Fenland were seen. This is not remarkable, since water transport to the great river 

1 Mr J. C. Mossop suggests that these ashes, which are such a notable feature of most Romano-British 
sites on the siltiands of the Fens, are the remains of peat fuel fires. 

2  See Peate, The Welsh House, p. 18z. 
Report of Research Committee of Soc. Antiq. Lond. No. XII, P. 93. 
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a (left). Daub from Romano-British hut site 
showing moulds and mummies of wheat (Triti-
cum vulgare) embedded in it. Much magnified: 
the grain in the lower middle centre of the plate 
is 65 mm. long 

C 

Face of silt pit behind Rodham Farm buildings, east of March. National Grid Reference 462982 
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was available, and the highlands of Littleport were only five miles away upstream. 
Few Romano-British village sites in the Fens are not associated with waterways 
sufficiently large in their day to provide water transport for small craft, but most 
of them are now extinct. Less than i oo years ago when the Old Croft still contained 
some water, people farming on its banks used 16 x 5  ft. boats, of similar design to the 
old fen barges, for taking their produce to Littleport. One wonders whether the old 
barges and boats in the fens are not descended from those used in Romano-British 
times. Certainly the smaller of the two boats shown in the eighteenth-century 
painting in Thetford Museum is very like the Roman Scaphae illustrated in Leth-
bridge's Merlin's Island.' 

Jonas  Moore's mid-seventeenth-century map shows numbers of narrow strips of 
cultivated land along the high banks of the Old River. He names them as So-and-
So's croft, and some of the surnames are still borne by local people. These seventeenth-
century crofts explain how the river in those parts came to be called the Old Croft or 
Old Crofter's river, and I can find no reason to believe that they were too low for 
cultivation in any post-Romano-British times. 

This seems a favourable opportunity for further consideration of the problem of 
the physiographical changes which occurred in the Fenlands shortly before, during 
and after Romano-British times and of their causes, and I should like to record some 
observations I have made during the last twenty years. 

•(I) Only one Romano-British residential site has been noted on peat-land. It is 
marked by Fox 2  on the south side of the junction of Swaffham Lode and the Cam. 
At present it is in a grass field which may be ploughed up before long, and should 
therefore be excavated soon. All other sites have been seen on the silt lands, on the 
levees of roddons, or on the flood plains of the ' Old Way ' type of extinct waterways. 

Daub like that from the Hill Farm site, containing wheat casts or the mummies 
of wheat, and sometimes fused, is found on almost all Romano-British sites in the 
Fens. Wheat will not flourish under conditions of bad drainage. 

The coins and pottery of the Romano-British. sites in the Fens date from 
towards the end of the first century A.D. to the end of the third, and some of the 
pottery found near Wisbech well into the fourth century A.D. 3  

The silt land sites lie on at least 6 to io ft. of that material which rests on 
Godwin's zone Vil–Vill peat. They are covered by not more than i ft. 6 in. of 
similar silt. 

The Roman gravel road which passed between the highlands of Denver and 
Eastrea—ii is now almost completely ploughed up or carted away—is similarly 
placed near the top of the silt except when it follows the levees of roddons where,. 
naturally, the silt below it is much thicker. Two sections of the road exposed some 
years ago seem to show that it was once flooded and .then re-metalled without 
removing the thin layer of silt that had been deposited by the water (see section 
below). This reminds us of Mr C. W. Phillips's uncompleted excavation of a 

1 Page 107. 	 2  Map in his Arch. Cambs Region. 
See Messrs E. J. Rudsdale and Warby's report in Appendix a. 
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Romano-British village on the Washes' between the Old and New Bedford Canals 
near Welney. He noted that the site had been flooded and re-occupied later on. 

(6) The levels of the numerous Romano-British sites on the silt lands lying 
roughly between March, Wisbech and Gedney Hill vary from 5  ft. to io A * above 
Ordnance datum. Further south the levels of such sites on the levees of roddons, or 
on the silty flood plains of 'Old Way' type of extinct waterways, in the past or 
present peat-covered areas, vary between much the same levels. 

fit— 

Section of Roman gravel road in Neatmoor Farm, Upwell. Field 1260. 
National grid reference 534995. 

Dugdale's early seventeenth-century map' of the Fens as they lay drowned 
owing to the neglect of drainage after the dissolution of the Monasteries, shows 
that the March, Wisbech, Gedney Hill area of Romano-British settlement was not 
flooded then. Other seventeenth-century reports' confirm this. 

Apart from the Islands and Bènwick 2  the silt lands are the only fen areas in 
which Villas are recorded in Domesday Survey. This implies Anglo-Saxon settlement 
of some antiquity. The continuous grazing of stock and some cultivation is recorded 
there from Christian Anglo-Saxon times onwards. It appears that these 'activities 
were only disturbed occasionally by destructive floods, the worst being in the late 
thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries. They can be equated with one of von Post's 
unfavourable undulations of climate. 3  

(9) :   A study of the ,  drainage schemes carried out in the seventeenth century and 
later shows that they were chiefly intended to drain the peatlands and make them 
fit for cultivation and settlement for the first time. Early in the. seventeenth century 
some of the peat areas were up to 5 ft. higher than parts of the siltlands and 16 to 
20 ft. thick in places. 4  

1 Dugdale, Drainage, P.  375. 
2  Benwick is situated on the high levees of part of the extinct course of the original 'River Ouse and not 

on gravel as Skertchley thought. 
3  Von Post, ' Study of the Earth's Climatic History', New Phytol., vol. XLV, no. 2, p. a' i, 1946; also 

Brooks, Climate Through the Ages, 1949 ed., P. 303. 
4 See Fowler, ' Wastage of the Peat ', Geogr. J., vol. LXXXI, no. z, February 1933, and Darby, Drainage 

of the Fens, P. 263. Dr Godwin suggests that the height of undrained peat land was about 12 ft. above 
Ordnance datum, i.e. the average height of Fen-margin droves. 
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(io)  Maps of the Fens before the seventeenth-century drainage works were under-
taken show many miles of straight and therefore artificial drains and waterways. 
The origin of most of them has not yet been considered. They dispose- of the idea 
that little drainage work was completed before the seventeenth century. My coloured 
map of the Past and Present Waterways of the Fens, in the National Trust's New 
Guide Book for Wicken Fen, also illustrates this point, though its small scale 
allowed me to r' ecord only a few of the chief canals in question. A Research Memoir 
with larger scale local maps which I am compiling for the Royal Geographical 
Society will include an attempt to give the origin and history of most of these pre-
seventeenth-century drainage or navigation channels. Romano-British objects have 
been dug out of many of the now extinct channels, or dredged out of those which 
are still active, and County, Hundred or Parish boundaries, probably established 
in the ninth or tenth centuries, and the boundaries of some of the early Monastic 
properties, have been based on some. 

( I i) One of the most puzzling of these extinct canals links a former natural water-
way just east of March to a great ' Old Way '  type of extinct river channel which 
marks part of the course of the original River Granta, 3-21  miles further east.' It 
exists to-day as one of the most imposing roddons in the Fens, and though much 
ploughed down in recent years is still. about io ft. higher than the ground on its 
flanks. The scattered remains of the Roman gravel road mentioned above,' pass 
high up along its north side. A few yards north of Rodham Farm buildings the floor 
and hearth of a Romano-British hut could be seen in near the top of its 
south side (Plate IV c). At that time third- and fourth-century Romano-British pot-
sherds and ditches of little ' Celtic fields '  could be seen high up both sides of this 
roddon—chiefly west of Rodham Farm building. Here, then, is .  an artificial water-
way or canal, presumably made no earlier than the beginning of Romano-British 
times, which appears to have silted up into the form of a great roddon well before the 
end of that period. In a much overgrown pit behind Rodham Farm buildings 
the silt composing the roddon is seen to be laminated very irregularly. The late 
Baron E. H. de Geer examined those laminae in 1935, as I thought they might 
be associated with varves (Plate IVd). This pit should provide good facilities for 
a study of the rate of accumulation of roddons, and perhaps of silt lands, by tidal 
action. I have noted that the bottom of the tidal river between Denver and St 
Germans silts up as much as 4  ft. in one dry summer, and . that part of the channel 
from the old sluice gate into the river at St Germans, which was abandoned when 
the great new Pumping Plant was installed in 1934, had silted up 18 ft. above the 
level of the sill of that old sluice by 1948. A local man alleges that the silting up was 
at the rate of about 8 ft. the first year. ' 

(12) Mr C. W. Phillips has dealt with the subject of the oldest seabanks in the 
Fens, originally called fossatum mans and ascribed to the Roman Period since the 
sixteenth century without confirmatory evidence. 2  Owing to the place names of 
Domesday Villas close to them they must evidently be pre-Norman. Some years 

1  See map to Wicken Fen Guide Book. 	2  See Phillips, Archaeol. Y. vol. xc, pp. 123-4. 
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ago I inspected a freshly made cut through a well-preserved part. of this bank north 
of Leverington. Old land surfaces could be seen in the face of the section exposed. 
They indicated that the original bank had been only about 3  ft. high and had been 
built up to its final height by three separate additions. This heightening of the bank 
can be attributed to the work which owners or tenants of land abutting on its land-
ward side were ordered to carry out on certain occasions in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries.' An. order to build up this bank to 50 ft. is either a mistrans-
cription or misprint in Dugdale's book, 2  since such a project would be not only 
foolish but quite unnecessary for keeping out the sea. The irregular course of this 
bank in many places suggests that it was originally built piecemeal by local land-
owners or tenants in early Monastic times and maintained similarly later on. 

('3) The Great Ouse Catchment Board records show that between 1925 and 1935 
the average high-water level at Free Bridge, King's Lynn, was i ft. higher than 
between i86o and 1870, which suggests a relatively rapid tectonic movement. 

( 1 4)  Horace wrote his Ars Poetica in about 20 B.C. A passage commencing at line 
63 reads: ' cursum mutavit iniquum frugibus amnis, doctus iter melius . . . ', can be 
translated '. some river has changed its course, formerly harmful to crops, having been 
taught a better path ') This seems to me. to indicate the by-passing of meandering 
waterways for the better drainage of the land, similar to the work which has been 
carried out from time to time in the Fens. 

TENTATIVE CONCLUSIONS 

The intrusion of the sea which built up most of the depth of the siltiands of the Fens 
and to a large extent the roddons, occurred rapidly in pre-Roman times. The Romans 
found the silt-lands so high and dry that only a few major drainage works were 
necessary to make them fit for native settlement and the growing of wheat. A further 
intrusion of the sea interrupted this occupation towards the middle of Romano-
British times, but was soon overcome by more drainage works. The settlements were 
destroyed by fire in the fourth century, probably during the barbarian invasion of 
A.D. 365-7. In early Pagan Anglo-Saxon times the sea again flooded the fens 4  and the 
Romano-British hut, sites, field ditches and the Roman road were finally covered by 
a foot or so of silt and the drainage system became choked. In early Monastic times 
some of the chief Roman drainage works were cleaned out and restored, many new 
ones were constructed and the original sea bank was built. Eventually prosperous 
communities largely based on livestock farming were established, which, except 
for occasional floods, flourished throughout the Middle Ages and became the 
rich arable farmsteads of to-day. The references to uninhabitable bogs in early 
Christian Anglo-Saxon writings really refer only to the peatlands which were like 
that till the seventeenth century. Later drainage works made them first summer 

See Dugdale, Drainage,. pp. 310, 311, 313 and 317. 
2  Page 319. 	 . 

I am indebted to Mr W. K. C. Guthrie, for this reference. 
See von Post and Brooks, op. cit. 
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grazing and finally arable land and fit for habitation. Apart from the comparatively' 
recent wastage of the peat when subject to drainage and cultivation, there is some 
evidence suggesting that a very slow but intermittent lowering of the whole area of 
the fens has been going on throughout historical times and still continues. 

I am indebted to Dr H. Godwin, Mr T. C. Lethbridge, Dr Grahame Clark and 
Mr E. J. Rudsdale for reading and revising the typescript of this paper and making 
valuable suggestions and comments. 

APPENDIX I 

The following notes describe sherds from the Romano-British site near Littleport, an account 
of which has been given above: 

. I . Neck and handle of a small flagon of hard, sandy, reddish-buff ware. Short, curving neck; 
two-ribbed handle attached against underside of lip; moulded mouth. Compare Richborough 
Report, III, Plate XXXIII, no. 204, and Camulodunum Form 148. Probably late first century A.D. 

2. Fragment of Samian bowl. Dragendorf Form 37  (small size). Narrow, plain band above 
ovolo decoration and hunt scene below. Probably early second century A.D. • 

.3. Base of small Castor ware beaker. Colour coated. Diameter iJL ins. Probably third century 
A.D. or later. 	

10 

Sherd of Castor ware indented beaker with scale decoration. Colour coated. Probably 
third century. 

Rim fragment of a straight-sided bowl of cream ware. Flat reeded rim. Compare Camulo-
dunum Form 245. Probably late first century A.D. 

Part of a rimless dish of hard grey ware. Straight, oblique sides. Diameter of base 5  in. 
Diameter of rim approx. 7  in. Probably second or third century A.D. 

Base of grey ware pot, '21 in in diameter. The whole of the upper part of this vessel is 
missing. 	. 	. 

Rim sherd of large, shallow pie-dish of grey ware with black slip. Approximately .  iz in. 
diameter at rim Probably second century A.D. 	 . 

Part of the rim and shoulder of a large, thin-walled jar of sandy, grey ware. Rolled over 
rim; slight cordon at base of neck. Diameter of rim 9  in. Compare Camulodunum Forms 267 B 
and 266B. Probably late first or second century A.D. 

Jo. Rim sherd of a large, coarse cooking jar. Heavy, turned over rim; reddish ware with large 
admixture of shell. Probably late third century A.D. 

Very small sherd of smooth, black ware with-unusual type of rouletting. It is not possible 
, to reconstruct the form of this pot. 

Part of "a Mortarium' of coarse, buff ware with gritted inner. surface. Rim rolled over; well 
moulded lip; potter's stamp missing. External diameter of rim i i in.; internal diameter of rim 

in.; diameter of base 4  in.; height 3  in. The form compares with Antiq. J., xxiv (1944), p. 50, 
Fig. 2, no. 7,  probably late first century A. D. 



'4 
	 GORDON' FOWLER 

. APPENDIX II 

' List of Romano-British sites in the Northern Fens (Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely) 
compiled by Mr E. J. Rudsdale and Mr Walter Warby 

	

' 	Parish 	 Site 
CHATTERIS 	 Coins of ' Constans, etc.', and Romans urns, found in 1924. (MS. list 

by William Peckover, F.S.A. in Peckover House, Wisbech.) 
Extensive occupation site at Honey Hill. (See O.S. map.) 

CHRISTCHURCH 	' Second brass '  of Trajan, reverse illegible. In Wisbech Museum. 
DODDINGTON 	Coins of Decentius and Constans found 1824.; gold coin of Theodosius 

and Roman pottery found when making the railway in 1847. (MS. list 
by William Peckover, F.S.A.) ELM 	
'At Elme, an urn full of Roman coins was taken up in 1 7 13,  and a Roman 
altar is likewise said to have been found near the same place.' (Stukeley, 

. 	Iter. Cur. I, 13, 14. William Peckover says the altar was zi in. high.) 
Coins ' from Gallienus down to Gratian ' found at Elm. (Peckover 

MS. list.)  
'At Waldersea in Elm parish in 1785 in a field belonging to Messrs Edes 

and Nichols an earthen pot containing half peck of small copper coins, 
chiefly Valentinian and Arcadius, was ploughed up.' (Peckover MS. list.) 

A few Roman sherds found in the fields between Waldersea Main 
Drain and the March-Wisbech railway. (Now in Wisbech Museum. 
Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 

. 	. 	 Coldham Hall (National Grid Reference 443021) : enormous quantities 
of Romano-British wares are ploughed up in almost every field around 

' the house, particularly to the east, north-east, and south. A con-
siderable amount of Samian ware, including three nearly complete 
bowls of form 37,  both panel design and free-style. Samian potters' 
stamps include GEMINI, ILLIX, IvSTIMA, MASCIILLIO, and REG/alis. Parts 

.  . of several cheese-bowls, and many fragments of third- and fourth-
century painted wares were found, together with a large number of 
bone pins .  and awls. A ' first brass '  of the elder Faustina and third-
century pottery was found north of the house. A complex site' east of 
Coidham Hall Chase and adjoining Coldham Bank, consisting of hut-
sites, enclosures, and large ditches, was revealed by crop-markings in 
1 947, and was subsequently confirmed by aerial photographs. (Most 
of the pottery referred to above is now in Wisbech Museum. Infor -
mation from Mr Walter Warby and Mr Fred Russell.) 

	

. . 	Creekgall Fen: a complex of hut-sites (National Grid Reference 
' . 

	

	 444008), small enclosures, etc., revealed by aerial photographs in 1947) 
showing them to be situated on the banks of the extinct Great Ouse 

	

' 	 River, and upon islands in the middle of the channel. 
The Rutlands : hut-sites (National Grid Reference 43  1oo8), • and 

rubbish-pits containing a good deal of Samian ware, mostly decorated, 
found in fields north of the farm-house in December, 1946. (Pottery 
in Wisbech Museum. Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 



	

A 	ROMANO-BRITISH VILLAGE NEAR LITTLEPORT, CAMBS 	15 

Parish 	 Site 

	

ELM (contd) 	 Stag's Holt: great quantities of sherds are continually being ploughed 
up (National Grid Reference 442003), including much decorated 
Samian ware, and the following potters' stamps: AVENTINI. M, CERIAL. M, 
CINNAMVS, MAscIILLI0, PAVLLINI, PEcvLIARIs. F, and VITA. Among small 
objects is a lead weight from a steel-yard. (All now in Wisbech Museum.) 

. In 1933, during drainage excavations at Stag's Holt, a wooden object 
was discovered at a depth of 8 ft. (National Grid Reference 449010, 
constructed of tenoned and morticed timbers. Associated with it was 
a quantity of rope, some in the form of a large net with 4  in. meshes, and 
what appeared to be barley awns in great masses. Nearby were the bones 
of a number of horses, and amongst the debris was found a bronze 
' horse-bit '   amulet, which is now in Wisbech Museum. (Information 
fro, rom Mr Walter Warby.) 

Maltmas : extensive occupation sites (National Grid Reference 
462037), some still visible as mounds and ditches in old grassland south 
of the farm-house. A hoard ofcoins and ' tons '   of pottery said to have 
been found south of the house about 1910. The pottery was used to 
make up the farm roads. (Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 

Forties Farm: Roman sherds picked up in the fields (National Grid 
Reference 473028) west of the farm-house. 

Hundred Acre Farm: hut sites, two skeletons, and two coins of 
Antonius Pius found in field (National Grid Reference 475024) south 
of the farm-house. (Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 

Laddus Farm: great quantities of sherds ploughed up in the field 
' (National Grid Reference 472019) mile north of the house in 1945, 

'  including decorated Samian fragments, all form 37,  and stamps MARTI . M 
and MAsc/iillius. (All now in Wisbech Museum.) 

In about 1934 six skeletons were found in the same field, one wearing 
a bronze bracelet, now in Wisbech Museum, also a very rusty roll of 

. chain mail, part of which is now in Wisbech Museum. 
Needham Hall : extensive area of hut-sites (Natio'nal ' Grid Reference 

490042)- in the fields on both sides of Moll's drove, where much pottery 
is ploughed up. Amongst it is half a decorated Samian bowl, form 37, 

* - free-style, and a stamp Cru/cIRo. OFF. Now in Wisbech Museum. 
Lilypool House: great quantities of sherds and several complete pots 

were found about 1934 when breaking old grassland (National Grid 
Reference 433049). . (Now in Wisbech Museum. Information from 
Mr Warby.) 

Enclosures, probably Romano-British, observed as crop-markings in 
fields (National Grid Reference 444052) adjoining the March-Wisbech 
railway, north of the house, in the spring of 1945- 

	

LEVERINGTON 	 Gorefield, Richmond Hall: twenty pots were found on Boxing Day, 
1919, most of them stacked one within the other, and obviously unused. 
The majority are colour-coated bowls and dishes, but there are also 
three large beakers with white en barbotine decoration. The find suggests 
a potter's kiln or store. (Now in Wisbech Museum.) 
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Parish 	 Site 
LITTLEPORT 	. 	Hut sites and potsherds along or near to the extinct Old Croft waterway 

at the following National Grid References: 565874, 555896, 555899, 
558917, 549916. (Information from Gordon Fowler.) 

MARCH 	 Coins, ' from Vespasian to Antoninus ', found in 1730. (Peckover MS. 
list.)  

A Roman urn was found full of coins, ' many years '  before 1764, 
including ' many denarii, fair, and low as Gratian from Augustus . . . the 
urn is small but elegant ' . (Recorded by Stukeley ; see Surtees Society, 
vol. LXXVI )  p. 52.) ' 	 A ' large pot ' , full of copper coins, found at March. (See Surtees 
Society, vol. LXXX, P. 27.) 

Copper coins of ' Hadrian, etc.', found ' a few years since ' , i.e. before 
1844. (Peckover MS.) 

Coins of Gallienus, and a silver vase, found in 1820. (Peck.over MS. 
list.) 

' British coins of copper and tin ' , found at March. (Peckover MS. 
list.) 	 : 

Stonea : in a field on Stonebridge Farm, separated from the Upwell- 
Chatteris Road by Sixteen Foot Drain. Huge quantities of R.B. 
pottery found when the field was ploughed out of old grassland in 1934- 
Most of the pottery appeared to be second century. (Proc. Prehistoric 
Soc. vii, p. 425.) . 

' First brass '  of Aelius, illegible, picked up on bank of March River, 
1946. (Wisbech Museum.) 

Denarius of Trajan, rev.: cos v i i s r Q R OPTIMO PRINCIP. Picked 
up near March River, 1948 

Denarius of Pertinax, rev.: illegible, found at March, 1945- 
Linwood Farm: hoard of coins found, 1934-  (See Numis. Chronic. 

1935, Part I, p. 57.) 
Stonea Grange: hoard of 2000 coins, mostly of the Tetrici, found in 

a grey ware pot in 1948- 52 of the coins, and the base of the pot, now in 
Wisbech Museum. 

Grandford Farm: Romano-British sherds found in field north of the 
house, including Samian stamp SABINI. OF, and a ' lattice '  stamp on 
mortar rim. The track of the Great Fen Road runs through this field. 
(Pottery in Wisbech Museum; information from Mr A. T. Hill.) 

Clipson's Farm: when a large mound was levelled about 1940, 
a skeleton is said to have been found ' with a pot of money ' , but the find 
was destroyed. (Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 

Whitehouse Farm: a skeleton, associated with Romano-British pottery, 
was found (National Grid Reference 43  ioo8) in 1943. (Recorded in 
the Wisbech Advertiser.) 

An urn of grey ware, with narrow mouth and upright rim, i i in. high, 
found at March many years ago. (Now in Wisbech Museum.) 

NEWTON-IN-THE-ISLE Coins of Gallienus, Tetricus, etc. found about 1792. (Peckover MS. 
list.) 
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Parish 	 Site 
PARSON DROVE 	 'A bronze figure of a Fawn, well executed, found in June, 1832, by the 

bank leading to Murrow'. (Peckover MS. list.) 

UPWELL, ISLE OF ELY Coins of Constantine found in 1844 ' on the Roman Road '  (i.e. the 
Great Fen Road). (Peckover MS. list.) 

Fourscore Farm: a few sherds found in the field (National Grid 
Reference 481018) south of the farm-house. (Information from Mr 

. 	 Walter Warby.) 
White' Mill Drain: two (possibly three) leather sandals and a ' first 

. brass '  of Antoninus Pius found in field north of the Drain, immediately 
, adjoining Elm parish boundary. (Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 

WIMBLINGTON 	Romano-British sherds ploughed up from time to time in most parts . 	 of the parish. (Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 

WISBECH ST MARY 	Murrow Field: large number of circles of dark soil observed in silt land 
by Mr D. N. Riley. (See Antiquity, Vol. xx, pp. 150-3.) They are 
in the field immediately south of the Peterborough-Wisbech railway, 
* mile east of Murrow Station. 

. 	 In a field immediately south of the above, three Roman urns were 
. 	 found about 1910. (Information from occupier.) 

, 	South Eau Bank: extensive occupation site, visible as mounds and 
ditches in old grassland, mile south of Murrow Station. 

Turf Fen: urn of dark grey ware, and some sherds, found at Turf 
Fen Crossing. (Wisbech Museum.) 

. 	 Guyhirn Gull: sherds found in 1932, in Wisbech Museum. 
. 	. 	Nymandoles Field: two extensive complexes, consisting of enclosures, 

drift-ways, hut-sites, etc. revealed by air-photograph, 1934-  One is in 
. . 

	

	 the field adjoining Fourscore Farm on the west, and the other is 
immediately south of ' Glenmore ' . 

V 	

V 

 

Hirn Field: another complex of enclosures, north and east of 'Alma', 
revealed on air-photograph, 1934- 	 V 

V 

	

	 Barton Road: Romano-British site observed by C. W. Phillips in field 
on the . south side - of • Barton Road, opposite the first milestone from 
Wisbech. 	V 	 V 

WISBECH ST PETER 	Redmoor Field, Begdale : three hut sites, with many Romano-British 
sherds, and a fragmentary skeleton, ploughed up in a small field on the 

V 	 north side of Crooked Bank, 	(Now in Wisbech Museum.) 
V 	 Further west in Redmoor Field many ancient enclosures and water- 

ways can be seen in air photographs. 
V 

V 	 Weasenham Lane, near Cromwell Road: 'first brass' of the elder 
Faustina, picked up on surface. 	 V 

CAS 	 V 	 V V 
	 2 
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List of Romano-British sites in the Holland Fens (Lin'colnshire, parts of Holland) 
(Items marked ' Phillips '   are abstracted from the Archaeological Gazette of Lincolnshire, 

compiled by C. W. Phillips, F.S.A., in the Archeol. J., vol. xci, pp. 157 et seq.) 

Parish 	. 	 . 	 Site or find 
FLEET 	 Coin hoard, Gallienus and the Thirty Tyrants. (Phillips.) 

. 	 Fleet Fen: The Thracken holt complex. (A.irphoto, Major Allen.) 
GEDNEY 	 Gedney Hill: Roman coins are recorded by Stukeley. There are many 

. 	traces of Romano-British agriculture to the north, west, and south of the 
village, revealed by air photographs. (Phillips.) (See also J. Rom. Stud., 
vol. xxiv, p. 204.) 

HOLBEAcH 	 Probable Romano-British site atAnytoft, recorded by Stukeley. (Phillips.,) 
MOULTON 	 Roman pottery found in 1721 near Ravensbank, recorded by Stukeley. 

(Phillips.) 
SPALDING 	 A few minor Roman items, some doubtful, recorded by Nichols, Bibliogr. 

Topogr. Brit. iii, xiv. (Phillips.) 
SUTTON ST EDMUND'S Romano-British hut-sites, and a quantity of sherds, in two fields west 

of Willow-bank, north-east of Guanockgate Cottages. Discovered in 
. September, 1947, and excavated by W. Featherby. 

WHAPLODE 	 . Whaplode Drove: extensive signs of Romano-British cultivations around 
Whaplode Drove Church, Aswick Grange, and from Shepeau Stow to 
Postland Station, revealed in air-photographs. 

A vase of Upchurch ware, and three ollae, found on the north side 
of the church, are in Spalding Museum. (Phillips.) 

List of Romano-British sites in the Fen areas (Norfolk) 

Parish 	 Site or find 
DENVER 	 Birchfield Farm: quantities of Romano-British sherds ploughed up on 

both sides (National Grid Reference 57 1004) of the line of the Great 
Fen Road on this farm. (Information from Gordon Fowler, F.S.A.) 
A sestertius of Antoninus Pius found on this farm is. in Norwich Museum. 
(Information from R. Rainbird Clarke, F.S.A.) 

UPWELL, NORFOLK 	Horse Head Drain: Romano.British sherds and three skeletons, found 
on both. sides of the Drain in 1929, -1 mile south-east of Model Farm. 

. (Information from Mr A. T. Hill.) 
Woodhouse Farm, Nordeiph : sherds in. great profusion in fields east 

and west of the house. (Information Mr Walter Warby.) 
Samian sherds and much burnt daub 200 yards east (National Grid 

Reference 553002) of the farm buildings. (Information from Gordon 
Fowler, F.S.A.) . 

The Great Fen Road runs through this farm, but is marked too far 
to the north on the 6 in. 0.S. 
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Parish 	 Site or find 
UPWELL, NORFOLK 	Pius Drove, Three Holes:. ' first brass '  of the elder Faustina, found 
( 	 on the allotments. • (Wisbech.Museum.) 

. Pingle Farm (National Grid Reference 527009) : great quantities of 
sherds reported in November, 1946 in fields north of Popham's Eau, . 	 mile east of Pringle Farm. (Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 

. : 	Hill Farm : sherds ploughed up in field (National Grid Reference 
549998) immediately east of the farm, adjacent to the site of the Great . 	 Fen Road, which is wrongly marked on 6 in. 0.5. (Information from 
Gordon Fowler, F.S.A.) 	. 	 . 

Bardike Bank: herds ploughed up in field adjoining Low Cottage 
Farm, 1946. (Information from Mr Walter Warby.) 

WALP0LE ST PETER 	'Roman drain pipes' recorded in the vc Norfolk as being found here 
are now known to be of late i5th century date. There are no Roman 
remains in Marshland proper. 	 - 

WALSOKEN 	 When excavating for the railway (Wisbech Harbour line) in 1850, two 
coins of Constantine the Great were found near the ancient sea bank. 
(Information from R Rainbird Clarke, F.S.A.) 

EMNETH 	 .A hoard of about 2000 coins, mostly Victorini, Tetrici, etc. was found 
in a small grey ware pot, on the south side of the Lynn-Wisbech railway, 
in February, 1938. Approximately 1500 of the coins, and the lower part . 	of the pot, are in Wisbech Museum. (See Anne Robertson, Numis. 

. 	 Chron., 5th series, vol. xix, 1939) p. 177.) 

WEST WALTON 	 A hoard of about 500 coins was found a few yards north of the Lynn- 
Wisbech railway, at the point where it crosses Smeeth Bank, -1  mile east 
of the above hoard, in October 1941. The coins are mostly of the Tyrants, 
and about 8o of them are in Wisbech Museum. (See Mattingley, 
Numis. C/iron., 6th series, .Vol. in, 1943) p. ioi.) 

WELNEY 	 Several urns full of coins reported as being found early in the eighteenth 
century, and ' a brass instrument found at Well ' . Reported by Beaupre 
Bell in 1734. (See Surtees Society, vol. LXXVI, pp. 22-3.) 	- 

In 1843,    six pewter vessels were found mile from the New Bedford 
. River. 	 . 	 . 	. 

In about 1857, four third-century pots found at Welney. 
In 1864, an inscribed silver lanx, found zoo yd. east of the New 

Bedford River. 
. . 	Cope's Hill Farm (National Grid Reference 527948) : Roman pottery, 

a skeleton, and a fine pewter lanx found. (See Proc. Camb. Antiq. Soc. 
vol. xLi, p. 79 and Plate XXVI.) 

Maywood Farm: sherds found immediately north-east of the house 
(Information from Gordon Fowler, F.S.A.) 

Delph Bridge: two Romano-British sites (National Grid Reference 
532939) excavated by C. W. Phillips, F.S.A., 1935, for the Fenland 
Research Committee, near Delph Bridge in Welney Wash. 

- 	
2-2 
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Parish 	. 	 : 	• Site or find 	. 	 . 

	

WELNEY (contd) 	Welney Wash : ' Romano-British village '  marked on i in. 0. S. 
Willow. Glen Farm: Romano-British site (National Grid Reference 

553932) located just north of the farm. (Information' from Gordon 
Fowler, F.S.A.) . 

A skeleton wearing three bronze bracelets found 'in Mr Gordon's 
garden on. the west bank of the extinct Well Stream, 1941-  (Recorded 
in the Wisbech Advertiser.) . . 
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