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ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES 

C. I. FELL, M.A., AND JOAN LIVERSIDGE, M.LITT. 

NOTE ON TWO FLINT ARROWHEADS 

T W 0 interesting arrowheads in the collections of the CambridgeUniversity Museum 
of Archaeology and Ethnology are perhaps worth illustrating since both retain 
evidence of the method of hafting. 

The first (Plate Villa) is a leaf-shaped flint arrowhead which came to the Museum 
with the collection of the late Mr John Hassall from Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex,' 
(Museum Registration no. 5 1.899).  It is made of black flint and bears a heavy white 
patina except in a narrow, wedge-shaped area in the centre of the blade. This un 
patinated area shows the position of the wooden shaft and, it is probable that the 
birch pitch, or other adhesive material used to fix the head to the shaft, has prevented 
the patination of the flint with which it came in contact. The method of hafting 
leaf-shaped arrowheads has been known in this country since the discovery of 
a specimen, complete with shaft, in a peat bog at Blackhillock, Fyvie, Aberdeen-
shire. 2  The shaft has recently been examined by the Forestry Department of 
Aberdeen University and found to be made from a species of Viburnum. 3  The 
specimen from Walton-on-the-Naze confirms that the tapered end of the shaft 
reached almost to the tip on either side of the flint head. 

The second arrowhead (Plate VIII b) is from La Thièle, Lake of Neuchâtel, 
Switzerland, and came to the Museum with the Walter Foster Bequest, 1892. It is 
of triangular form and of white or pale grey flint, and has a considerable amount of 
black material adhering to each surface. This is presumably birch pitch, by means 
of which the haft was fixed to-the flint tip. The use of birch pitch for this purpose 
has been demonstrated by Professor E. Vogt, 4  Dr V. von Gonzenbach 5  and other 
writers describing the finds from the Swiss Lake Dwellings :, it has recently been 
summarized by Professor J. G. D. Clark. 6  C.I.F. 

TWO STONE AXES FROM BANK- FARM, WATERBEACH 

Two stone axes were . ploughed up at Bank Farm, Waterbeach, in 1 95 1  and were 
presented to the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, in 1952 by 
Mr T. Watson Reynolds through Mr W. E. Beattie. The approximate map refer-. 

1  P.P.S., II,  pp. 178f 	• 
2 P.S.A. Scot., xi (1875-6), P. 508. 
3 Information from Dr Douglas Simpson, University Library, Aberdeen. 
4  Anzeiger für Schweizeuische Alterthumskunde, Zurich, no. 24 (1932), P. 116. 
5  Die Cortaillaudkultur in der Schweiz (i?),  pp. 48 and 54. 
6  Prehistoric Europe (1952), pp. 208-9. 
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ence of the site is 52/513682-  it is within a mile or two of Bottisham Lock, where the 
well-known cylindrical, handled beaker was dredged from the river with other 
pottery of the same period. 

These axes seem to be of late Neolithic form. The longer is of flint and of thin-
butted type, finely chipped, but not polished except at the cutting edge. Length 
6 in. ; width at the butt tapers to less than i inch ; width of cutting edge 2 in.; 
weight 8 oz. The shorter is a polished axe of volcanic or igneous rock which Dr S. 0. 
Agrell, of the Museum of Mineralogy and Petrology, describes as possibly being 
a hornstone from the Charnwood Forest area, or a fine-grained volcanic ash, or tuff. 
The butt is missing. Remaining length 4 in.; width of cutting edge 2 in.; weight 
13 oz. Museum Registration nos. 52.436 A, B. . C.I.F. 
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Fig. i. Urn from Stansted, Essex. 
One-quarter natural size 

MIDDLE BRONZE AGE URN 

The Middle Bronze Age overhanging-rim urn illustrated here (Fig. i) was found in 
1950 by J. L. Glassock's Successors (Bishop's Stortford) Ltd, while bulldozing 
a new road near the station at Stansted, Essex, and was presented by them to the 
University Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, in November 1951 
(Registration No. 52/5). The map reference of the .  site is 52/5 14248-a low-lying 
position. 

It lay mouth downward in gravel soil at a depth of 18 in. to 2 ft. be- low the surface, 
and the base was struck and smashed by the bulldozer. There seems to have beenno 
trace of a barrow covering the urn or of any other form of protection. The urn 
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contained calcined human bones which Dr J. C. Trevor examined and considered 
to be the remains of an adolescent, but could not determine the sex of the individual. 
The upper part of the urn is in good condition, red-brown in colour, the core 
Showing black in the fracture. The rim measures 9  in. in diameter and the original 
height was probably about iz in. The collar is decorated with zigzag impressions of 
twisted string between parallel horizontal lines of the same ornament. The neck is 
well defined and has three rows of hoops of twisted string. The conical body tapers 
from the well-marked shoulder. The top of the rim has a very slight internal bevel 
but is not decorated. Abercromby illustrates two urns from Dorset with similar 
decoration.' In form it is allied with the well-formed tripartite urns of a fairly early 
date in the Middle Bronze Age, such as the fine specimen found in Barrow II at 
Chippenham, Cambs. 2  C.I.F. 

A NEW-YEAR LAMP FROM ELY 

Among the objects in the Cole Ambrose Collection in the Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology, is an interesting Roman pottery lamp dating from the first century 
A.D., of the type with a rounded nozzle flanked by volutes. 3  The discus depicts 
a winged Victory holding a palm branch in her left hand, and in her right a 
shield bearing the inscription ANNVM NOVVM FAVSTVM FELICEM MIHI (Plate VIII c). 
Arranged round her are some blurred objects probably intended to represent 
sweets, nuts, cakes or loaves of bread; and three coins, showing a two-headed 
bearded Janus, two clasped hands, and a winged Eros. The inscription may be 
translated as ' (I wish) myself a happy and prosperous New Year' , and it shows that 
the lamp belongs to a well-known class bought at the New Year, either as gifts, or 
when, as in this case, the inscription is MIHI rather than TIBI, as bringers of good 
luck to the purchaser and his household. The coins and other things were also gifts 
exchanged at the New Year. 

Many items in the Cole Ambrose Collection were found locally, and this lamp is 
believed to have been discovered near Ely, but unfortunately its exact provenance 
is uncertain. This is a pity, for while New Year lamps have been found in Italy and 
occasionally in other Roman provinces, 4  this one may be the first example to be 
identified in Britain. The closest parallel to it in this country seems to be a lamp of 
similar type showing a winged Victory with the single word FIILICTII, presumably 
for Felicitas, inscribed upon her shield, but unaccompanied by coins or other 
objects. This lamp is now in the Guildhall Museum, and was most probably found 
in London, but here again the provenance is uncertain. 5  J.L. 

1  Abercromby, Bronze Age Pottery, vol. ii, P1. LXII, 5d and P1. LXIII, 20, 
2  Proceedings C.A.S., xxxvi, p. 143, P1. vI. 
3  Museum No. 22.672 d. 

. 4 D. Ivanyi, ' Die Pannonische Lampen' : Diss. Pann. ii, z ( 1935), P. i i i. H. B. Walters, Catalogue of 
Greek and Roman Lamps in the British Museum (ii), no. 78o; History of Ancient Pottery (io), ii, 
pp. 298 1  413, 420. 

5  Guildhall Museum Catalogue (5908), P. 46, no. 26, P1. IX)  3. 
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