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FURTHER ROMANO-BRITISH BURIALS 
FOUND AT ARBURY ROAD IN 1953 

W. H. C. FREND, M.A., F.S.A. 

THE CEMETERY AREA 
ON 8 May 1953, men excavating a sewer trench with a grab came upon a cremation 
burial lying in gravel 6 feet below the ground surface, some zo feet north of the stone 
coffins (see above). The calcined bones were contained in a Samian bowl, form 37,  of 
the mid or late second century A.D. There were no other grave goods. 

Mr B. R. Hartley contributes the following note on this bowl (Fig. i): 

The decoration is in panels repeated four times round the bowl in a style typical of Central• 
Gaulish work of the Antonine period. The main interest of the bowl lies in the cursive signature 
below the decoration, which, although faint, may be read with confidence as that of MERCATOR 
of Lezoux. The style is rather different from. his usual one and I have not previously noted. this 
ovolo on his signed or stamped work. However, the combination of a crisp wavy-line with vertical 
bead-rows is matched on an unpublished piece from Corbridge with the same cursive signature. 

A bowl from Wroxeter (Wroxeter 1912, 18) shows that MERCATOR was associated with the 
well-known CINNAMVS firm, and there is no reason to doubt that their activity was broadly 
contemporary. The present example may be dated c. A. D. 145-70. 

The figure-types are Mercury, 0. 533,  larger; goat, 0. 1836 ; eagle, 0. 2162, holding a small 
quadruped, 0. 1555 ?,  in its beak; Minerva, cf. 0. 126 B. ; cock to r., 0. 2348, which is replaced in 
two panels by a similar one to 1., 0.2361; panther, not previously recorded. 

One other cremation group from the same area consisted of two cooking pots, the 
smaller containing calcined bones. These are similar to two vessels found in the 
Guilden Morden cemetery,' and probably date from the late second century also. 

Nearer the main Romano-British settlement, bones from three skeletons were 
found during trenching by the builders. 

THE ISOLATED BURIAL 
About 

; 
mile south-east of the main settlement (Nat. Grid TL 45226049), employees 

of the Cambridge City Waterworks Company came upon a well-furnished grave 
I ft. 6 in. below the surface. The grave furniture included seven Samian vessels, two 
of form 35,  three of form 36, and one each of forms 46 and Curie 15, all of Antonine 
date. According to the finders, these had been arranged in tiers, the smaller vessels 
having been placed inside the larger. On either side were four rectangular glass 
bottles, two of which at least contained calcined bones. The group also included 
a single-handled green glass jug of finer quality resembling one from the Bartlow Hill 

1  T. C. Lethbridge, Proc. C.A.S. vol. xxxvi (1936), p. 109 if, p1. III. 
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Barrows. The remaining associated objects were an iron lamp and lamp-hanger, and 
a ring-necked flagon in yellowish-white fabric. There was no evidence that this 
group had been enclosed in a receptacle. 

fI 
—' 	B.R.H. '55 

Fig. i. Arbury Road. Sarnian bowl, form 37.  Antonine period, i/z. 

I F'  5 

Fig. z. Pottery from Pit 9,  Arbury Road, i/z. 

The burial is comparable in richness to one found in 1925 at Girton.' It calls to 
mind other well-furnished burials from eastern England like those from Guilden 
Morden,2  and the Bartlow Hills, 3  which also include iron lamps and hangers. 

1  Hollingworth and O'Reilly, The Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Girton, p1. XI. 
2  T. C. Lethbridge, op. cit. especially Cremation 3,  and fig. i. 	Arch. vol. xxv, pp. i ff.,  p1. HI, fig. 5. 
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During the winter of 	a limited amount of work was possible behind Nos. 18 
and zo Humphreys Road which now covered the site of the Roman dwelling 
revealed in 1953.' Trial trenches proved that the latter did not extend to the north. 
On the other hand, the footings of a wall z ft. wide, and 23 ft. long were found 
running roughly east to west at right-angles to the walls of the outbuildings which 
existed just east of the Roman dwelling. This wall, like those found in 1 9 5 3, had been 
built over pits and could not have supported a heavy structure. It may be that these 
various constructions are the remains of a large rectangular barn built at the side of 
the modest farmhouse. Pottery from the pits under the wall included fragments of 
the same coarse hand-made ware as that described from the nearby Pit 9  (Fig.2), as 
well as normal wheel-made pottery. It appears to date from the second century A.D. 

APPENDIX I 
POTTERY FROM PIT 9 (FIG. z) 

I . Small medium-mouthed jar in grey-brown fabric with thick purple-grey core and traces of 
black surface wash.  

An almost precise parallel from Pit 4 (C. A.D. 130-60) has already been published. 2  
Medium-mouthed jar in brick-red fabric with thick blue-grey core and black burnished 

surface. The rim has been carelessly rolled and varies considerably in section. A series of five 
roughly incised grooves decorates the shoulder. 

Medium-mouthed jar in brick-red fabric with thick grey core (diameter about 8 in.). The 
surface, which is black and slightly burnished, is decorated with a series of roughly scored lines in 
the tradition common to the War Ditches and Horningsea potters. The piece differs in other 
details, however, from the known products of these two sites. 

Medium-mouthed vessel in purple-grey fabric with a thick grey-black core and burnished 
surface. The precise form of this interesting vessel is uncertain. 

Two fragments of hand-made jars in black fabric with shell fragments and large non-
calcitic grit. The surfaces are patchy, varying from orange-brown to black in colour. 

These pieces are evidence for the manufacture of vessels of native type in the second century 
A.D. and are based on Iron Age A z traditions. As native hand-made vessels have already been 
found in a fourth-century context at Arbury Road, 3  it seems probable that they were in use there 
throughout the Romano-British period. 

That hand-made jars are liable to occur in Romano-British contexts, especially in the Highland 
Zone, has long been appreciated. The Arbury Road fragments provide a salutary reminder of how 
strong native traditions were in parts of the Lowland Zone. The point is one that should be kept 
in mind in the future in dealing with surface finds from the Cambridge area. 

General remarks 
Pit 9  clearly belongs to the second century, as the small jar (no. i) and the general affinities of the 
other pieces show. The chief interest of the group lies in the addition of several new types to the 
Arbury Road series, 4  and in the presence of hand-made vessels in the Iron Age tradition. 

E. R. HARTLEY 

Proc. C.A.S. vol. XLVIII (15), pp. 10-41. 	 2  Ibid. P. 32, no. 29. 
Ibid. P. 39, no.  95. 	 4  Ibid. pp. 34-9. 




