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COMBINED.EARLY IRON AGE AND 
ROMANO-BRITISH SITE AT WANGFORD, 

WEST SUFFOLK 

GRACE BRISCOE, F.S.A. 

THE stretch of rough breckland between St Denis's Church, Wangford, and the main 
Brandon to London road was examined some twenty-five years ago by the late Major 
Gordon Fowler after a large intact decorated Samian bowl had been found there? 
He discovered numerous Romano-British sherds, potboilers, bones, etc., indicating 
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Fig. i. Wangford. (a) Broken line, area marked by Gordon Fowler in 119311.  Stippled, area of upturned 
black soil in 1955. (b) Enlarged plan of sites in dark area. • , Early Iron Age pottery; x , Romano-British 
pottery. 

an extensive settlement. I have inspected the area frequently, especially when the new 
road connecting Lakenheath and Brandon was being made, and noted the many signs 
of Romano-British occupation. Close to the church medieval sherds predominate. 
Wangford, a village in Domesday times, now has only the ancient Hall, a twelfth-
century church and six cottages (Fig. i , a). 

1 T. C. Lethbridge and M. M. O'Reilly, Proc. C.A.S. vol. xxxu (1932), p. 611, p1. III. 
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20 	 GRACE BRISCOE 

In August 1955 the area lying tothe north of the new road was ploughed for the 
first time. The ploughman, Mr S. Wiseman, who is always alert, noticed that the 
plough was turning up . patches of black soil and had struck the base of a large grey 
pot inverted at a depth of i i-izin. from the surface. He reported at once. I went 
to the site the same day and found that although most of the ground had been turned 
over it was possible to preserve some small spaces of the original surface. 

There was a thin scatter of Romano-British sherds over the area near the road with 
occasional small patches of dark soil. In the north-east corner (Nat. Grid no. 
52/755837) of the area marked by Major Fowler, Fig. i, a, there was a large patch 
(35 by 40 yards approx.) of black and discoloured soil which was slightly above the 
general level of the field. It showed up conspicuously because of the yellow colour 

sandy subsoil elsewhere. Here there were many sherds, mostly in of the upturned  
groups with bones and potboilers and pieces of quern, and in one place oyster shells. 
These sites were marked (Fig. i , b). As many as possible were examined with the 
help of members of the Mildenhall Archaeological Society, under the leadership of 
the Chairman, Dr C. Parsons. 

After removal of the plough soil, patches of black sand were disclosed, surrounded 
by yellow subsoil. These patches varied in area from 8 by 6 ft. to 3  by  3  ft., depth i 
to 2 ft. below the surface. Sites A B C J K M N all contained Romano-British 
sherds, but no structure of floor or walls. C contained a mass of rusted iron and a 
collection of fifty large nails, in three groups at different depths in a vertical line. 
Bone implements', 'a bead and an iron pin were found in Site J. 

Site F. This site was explored because the plough turned up lumps of a daublike 
mixture and a sherd of chalk-gritted ware with external rilling (Fig. 4, 8). Eventually 
an area 14 by 13 ft. was excavated to expose a structure made of a yellowish daub. 
The plough had struck and grooved the upper surface in one corner. The structure 
(12by 8 ft.) appeared to be the remains of daub walls which were continuous on the 
east, south and part of the west sides and reached to a depth of 3  ft. below the surface. 
Along the inner side of the east wall, at a depthOf z to 3 • ft., there was a mass of black 
soil containing charcoal, lumps of chalk, pieces of cremated animal bone, a nail, 
oyster shells and a large rim sherd which fitted the one found on the surface. The 
daub above the burnt area was reddened by fire. In the north-west quadrant there 
was no wall but a saucer-shaped mass of red daub at a depth of 3  to  4  ft. This con-
tamed many remains of charred wattles and rested upon a layer of black ash and 
charred wood, possibly the remains of a floor. Between this black layer and the clean 
yellow subsoil there was a thin layer of yellow clay (Fig. 2). Many of the lumps of 
daub retained the hollow impressions of several sticks of wood, some at right angles 
to each other (Fig. 5,f). One larger impression (diameter of hollow 2 in.) may have 
been the remains of a smoke-hole in the roof, or perhaps due to one of the bigger 
timbers of the framework, if this debris represents the remains of a burnt-out huts 

In the soUth-west quadrant there was little reddening. A layer of black soil with 
charred wood, at a depth of 3  ft., held a mass of charred grains, in some places an 
inch thick. Portions of this accumulation were treated with. preservative in situ. The 
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grain proved to be exclusively hulled barley. The space between the walls of the hut 
and above the mass of daub and wattle was filled with discoloured sand containing 
chalk lumps. The sherds found embedded in the walls or in the burnt area were all 
of Romano-British type. 

Site G. A line of chalk showed on the surface of the plough soil fifty yards to the 
north of the main occupation area. On clearance it was found that the plough had 
scraped the surface of a shallow platform or floor, io by 7  ft., 6 to 7  in. thick, slightly 
dome-shaped. It was composed of a mortar-like. material with chalk nobs closely 
matted together and traces of .red clay and black soil. A rim of poor Samian was 
found i ft. below the platform. 
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Fig. z. Site F. Horizontal plan and vertical section across line A—B. 

Site D. In the first three black patches explored only Romano-British sherds 
had been found. Six yards to the north-east of the main black area the plough had 
turned up rough hand-made sherds with a mixture of chalk and clay and some dis-
coloured soil. Turning back the plough sod disclosed the lower half of a dark grey 
pot, surrounded by potboilers and embedded in the mixture of clay and chalk. This 
mixture formed a floor, 5  in. below the surface, and extending to a depth of 1 6 to 
18 in. The plough cut through this mass at a depth of i i in., so that the upturned 
sods contained about 6 in. of foreign material (chalk and clay) with many sherds. 
Below the floor was a thin black line. The patch measured 7  by 6 ft., and contained 
a small grey pot, almost complete, and the major portions of two large pots, all of 
Early Iron Age A type (Fig. 3, 1-3). Potboilers, evidently used for packing round the 
pots, numbered forty. 

. Site P. Rough sherds showed on the surface 6 yards to the east of D site, that is, 
outside the main occupation area. Below was a patch of black soil, 3  by  3  ft., with a 
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Fig. 3. Wangford, Farly Iron Age pottery, pne-quarter natural size. 
1-6, Sites D, E, P. 7-JO, Site 0. 
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layer of potboilers mingled with the sherds, all of Early Iron Age type (Fig. 3, 5-6). 
No clay or chalk. 

Sites E and 0 were within the main Romano-British area. They produced sherds 
of Early Iron Age type (Fig. 3,4 and 7-10). Site 0 also contained about twenty pieces 
of very hard daub, bearing traces of hollows. 

EARLY IRON AGE POTTERY 

(Fig. 3) 

Site D 

(I) A large pot, the exterior is roughly finished, varying in colour from dark to light grey, the 
paste is black, gritted with small pieces of flint. The rim is flattened and the shoulder is rounded. 

Some of the smaller sherds of this very large pot were so encased in the chalk and clay 
mixture of the floor that they were not at first visible. Well built with thick walls, the colour varies 
from brick red to black, the paste is black with flint grits. The flattened rim measures 12 in. in 
diameter and is ornamented with well-marked fingertip impressions. The rounded shoulder and 
body are scored with roughly parallel vertical incisions. Although many other scored sherds and 
the base were found it is difficult to determine the height of the vessel. 

A small pot nearly complete. In fabric and finish similar to no. 1, but the flat rim bears 
faint fingertip marks. 

Site  
A more carefully finished pot than the preceding examples. The exterior is black and 

smoothed with a slight burnish. The interior is dark red. There is no ornament and no small grit 
in the paste, only occasional large pieces of flint. 

. 	 Site 	 . . 

Another heavily built vessel of the same general character as no. 2. It is decorated with 
small hollows on the top of the flattened rim, which is io in. in diameter. There are no slashes on 
the shoulder. The rough external surface is uniformly dark grey and is slightly smeared. The paste 
is dark grey with large pieces of flint. 

A plain rough brownish-grey pot with a smeared surface marked with straw impressions. 
The paste is practically free of grit. 

This site also contained a dozen sherds of a thin, heavily gritted pot of Early Iron Age type. 
These characters of flattened rim, fingertip ornament and rounded shoulder indicate that the 

pottery from these sites belongs to the A period of the Early. Iron Age, probably near the junction 
of Ai and Az. It resembles closely the pottery from an Early Iron Age site at Lakenheath, i 
miles to the west.' 

Site 0 
The rim sherds from this well-defined site represent at least four vessels of Belgic type, 

nos. 7-10. They are hand-made, the external surfaces are black or dark grey, smooth and slightly 
burnished. The paste is flaky and practically gritless. The rims tend to be everted and there is a 
suggestion of cordoning round the neck of one pot, no. 7. 

G. Briscoe, Proc. C.A.S. vol. xLII.(1949), P. io6. 



24 	 GRACE BRISCOE 

ROMANO-BRITISH POTTERY 

(Fig. 4) 

Site  

(I) Light grey medium-mouthed jar with small base and partly cordoned walls. Chevron-like 
pattern of incisions around the middle of the pot.' . . 

Another smaller pot of a similar grey ware has a band, i in. high, around the middle, of 
burnished vertical lines 1 1  in. apart. 

(a) An all-black jar with burnish externally. The wall is cordoned with grooves in between. 
A dark grey jar elaborately decorated in the upper part with groups of very fine parallel 

lines, in three steps, alternating direction with each step. The wall is partly cordoned. 
A small brown pot, two-thirds intact, has grooves round the neck and shoulder. 

These four examples appear to indicate a survival of Belgic fashions into Roman times and may 
be regarded as first century. 

Also from the site, the whole rim of a medium-mouthed jar with dark grey micaceous fabric, 
and the lower two-thirds of a large thin-walled light grey pot. 

Site  
A light grey sherd with dark core and a group of tooled circular lines above a stab pattern; a 

pale pink rim sherd with white pipe-clay core and rows of small stabs below the neck; a sherd of 
Samian ; a base of orange-red colour-coated ware with pinkish paste; a sherd of rough grey ware 
with vertical lines, in. apart. . . 

	

Site 	 . 	 . 

Sherds of a brown-red ' indented '   pot ; the lower part of a pink jar, probably tub-shaped, with 
horizontal tooling at -1 in. intervals and well-marked internal ribs; a rim sherd of Samian with good 
glaze; a sherd with traces of lattice pattern and a sherd of combed ware. 

. 	 . 

 

Site F 
Flanged rini of a large black dish, buff micaceous fabric. Two lines of cursive decoration 

on the top of the flange. Found at depth of z ft. from the surface inside the east wall of the hut. 
Heavy rim sherd, dark grey surface and light grey fabric. The lower part of the rim is 

decorated with a zone of fingerprints. 2  
Mouth and neck of orange colour-coated flask. 
Medium-mouthed jar in black calcite-gritted fabric. Exterior is coloured black to orange 

and is decorated with horizontal rilling. 3  Sherds of this pot were embedded in the daub mixture, 
the large rim sherd depicted was associated with a collection of cremated animal bones in the black 
stratum on the inside of the east wall. 

These four vessels indicate a fourth-century date for the hut. Also, rim sherds of four grey 
jars, and of a flat black dish; a scrap of Samian with leaf and two sherds of brown Castor ware. 
A small black hand-made rim is probably Early Iron Age. 

1 Cf. Wheeler, Verulamium (1936), p. i' Hawkes and Hull, Camulodunum, p1. Lxxvii, 226A. 
2 Cf. B. R. Hartley, Proc. C.A.S. vol. XLVIII (iç), fig. 7, no. 76. 

T3 	 bc. cit. fig. 5, no. x. Cf. B. R. Hartley,  
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Site  
(9),  Straight-sided black rim, mica dusted, sharply defined groove on top of the rim, possibly 

a transitional form before the fully developed flange. All the pottery from this site is of Romano-
British type. The rim sherds of four grey pots and a rim of poor Samian were below the chalk 
platform. 

Also a rim base of a colour-coated red-brown flat dish with yellow fabric; a neck sherd of heavy 
Horningsea ware with horizontal combing and part of a flat tile with deep lattice scorings. 

Site  
(10)  Sherd of ' hybrid '   ware ornamented with concentric circles, neck grooves and a boss 

between parallel lines. The surfaces are black with dark grey micaceous fabric. This sherd 
probably belongs to Category I in Myres classification.' 

Also, a small sherd of grey ' dotted ' ware; rim sherds of three grey jars, one with pinkish 
fabric; a heavy rolled rim .(iz in. diameter) with brown fabric and black slip on the surfaces; rim 
sherds of two dark grey plain dishes and a small sherd of 'rustic' ware. 

Site  
( i i) Red sherd with no glaze, decorated with rows of rouletting. 
Also, a rim-base of dark grey dish with black surface wash and a chalk-gritted ruled sherd. 

Surface finds 
(u)  Yellow mortarium, buff slip, reeded rim. 2  
( 1 3). A light grey fabric with a band of acute-angled lattiáe decoration bounded by grooves. 

A fine thinred sherd with bands of dark paint. 
Everted rim of large jar (diameter 16 in.). Pinkish buff with traces of slip, cordon below 

the neck. 	 . 	. 
(i6) Rim-base of shallow Samian dish, poor glaze, form 79.  Antonine type. 
('7) Rim of black dish, burnished lines below the rim, and lattice burriishings on a matt surface. 

Second-century type. 
(18)  Sherd of Castor ware in white' pipe-clay fabric, tan colour-coat decorated with a raised 

trellis pattern. Late second century or early third. 
('9) Grey sherd with incised pattern, probably rouletted., 
(2o)  Flanged rim in coarse grey ware. Horningsea type. 

Sherd of dark grey ' dotted ' ware, light grey fabric. 
Sherd of Castor ware, buff fabric and dark brown colour-coat", ornamented with cream 

barbotine.  
Sherd of fine ' hybrid '   ware, black burnished surface with sharply defined stamped egg-

shaped hollows. This sherd is too small to place in any category. 
Rim (diameter 13  in.) with small flange. Light grey fabric with grey slip. Horningsea 

type.  
Base of large storage pot with bold hollowed decoration. Coarse grey ware akin to 

Horningsea. 
1  J N. L. Myres, in Dark Age Britain: Studies presented to E. T. Leeds (ed. D. B. Harden), P. 32. 
2  Cf. B. R. Hartley, be. cit. fig. 6, no. 43;  F. Oswald, Ant. J. vol. xxiv, fig. 8, 82. 
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Other. objects 
Coin. A third brass found on the surface about 5o yards from the main site. Emperor Crispus 

A.D. 317-26. Wreath enclosing 'VOT (PLON?) ?London Mint. 
Bone implements. The only two found were close together in Site J, a well-polished spindle and 

a needle with a hole at one end (Fig. 5,  a, b). 
Animal bones. 49 % of the pieces identified came from the ox, the remainder from horse, sheep 

and pig. 
Glass. Half a bead in light green glass from Site)'. A piece of green glass from Site G and other 

small scraps. 
Oyster shells. Only abundant in the south-east corner of the occupation area. A small number 

on the floor of the hut. 

(b) 	
(c) 

	

(a) 
	1i 4 	

L__: • 	I 	

(d) 

(e) 	 I In. 

	

. 	Fig. 5.  Wangford. Small finds. Half natural size. 

Metal. Iron. From Site J, a pin 3 in long, curledat one end to make a head (Fig. 5,  c). In 
addition to the fifty nails and rusted iron mass in Site C, single nails were found occasionally else-
where and on the floor of the hut. On the surface a staple with a looped head, 4  in. long (Fig. 5,  d). 

Bronze. On the surface, part of a strip of thin bronze with five holes and a doublerow of small 
depressions round the borders (Fig. 5,  e). 

Querns.  Many pieces, lava, quartzite, sandstone, puddingstone. 
Daub. This was a mixture of yellow sand, white chalk granules and some clay which had 

apparently been baked. The irregular silica particles all had a slight coating of iron oxide. 
Daub and Wattle. Fig. 5, f, shows a lump with three hollows, the third contains a charred stick. 

The sticks of wattle were of willow Or poplar. 

DISCUSSION 

The dry sandy nature of the soil appears to be the determining factor in the siting of 
early settlements, Beaker, Iron Age and Roman, which are strung out close to the 
20 ft. contour line south of the river L  Usually the black soil of the fens 
is only a matter of a few yards away. : The Early Iron Age site described here is the 
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sixth located in recent years within a three mile stretch. As these were probably only 
seasonal temporary settlements it is not surprising. if they coincided with earlier and 
later,  sites. In Lakenheath an Early Iron Age (A) site covers a smaller Beaker site,' 
another is in the same field as an extensive Romano-British settlement, another is in a 
field next to one containing the remains of a Romano-British kiln. 2  

Four of these settlements at Lakenheath belong to the A period and one to the C 
period.3  The present site has produced sherds which are characteristic of the A 
period, but a small number from one pit are Belgic in type. . 

The time range of the Romano-British settlement is wide. Although previous 
observation had indicated an extensive distribution of sherds the deep ploughing of 
the whole area has demonstrated that intensive habitation only occurred at one spot, 
the subject of this report. 

The pots found in Site A indicate an early date, probably first century, the cordoned 
walls showing Belgic influence. 

The daub and wattle hut in Site F is clearly dated.by the pottery found embedded 
in the ruin of its walls or on the floor. The ruled and gritted jar, the flanged rim with 
cursive decoration, the fingertip decoration on another rim, the colour-coated neck 
and mouth of a flagon, these all indicate a late date, probably fourth. century. 

A mortarium with reeded rim, two ' hybrid ' sherds and a fourth-century coin, all 
found away from the hut, confirm the suggestion of a late date for part of the 
settlement. 

The comparatively numerous remains of vessels of the Horningsea type, the rims 
which show flanges not fully developed, the Castor ware with raised decoration and 
the Samian rim-base of form 79,  these indicate occupation in the intermediate 
centuries. The intact Samian bowl found years ago is of the Antonine period. Its 
exact findspot is not known, only that it was found on a line running north-east from 
the church. The area examined also lies on the north-east line. 
, The main interest of the site lay in the remains of the daub and wattle hut with its 
heap of barley on the floor. The walls of daub were very solid; in dry weather when 
first explored they had to be trenched with a pick, and later on they were unaffected 
by the frost and snow of a hard winter. This daub did not contain wattle. The daub 
and wattle complex was confined to the north half of the building and lay upon a 
board-like floor of oak. Many of the charred sticks of willow or poplar were still 
lying in their grooves, some had hardly reached the stage of charring. It would appear 
that a clay foundation was laid in an excavated area, then a floor of oak boards. The 
daub and wattle may have been a roof with a smoke-hole which fell upon the floor 
when the hut was burnt down. 

The fact that pottery, bones, oyster shells and nails were found on the floor of the 
hut suggests that it may have been a habitation. On the other hand the heap of grain 
may indicate a drying place or threshing floor. These need not be alternative sug- 

1  G. Briscoe, Proc. C.A.S. vol. xLn (içç), fig. I- 
2  G. Briscoe, Proc. Suff. Inst. Arch. vol. xxvii (1956), P. 43. 
3 A. S. R. Gel!, Proc. C.A.S. vol. XLII (i), p. 112. 
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gestions, the two functions may have been combined. Even in recent years, islanders 
in the north of Scotland have been seen to bring in an armful of cereal and beat out 
the grains on the floor of their hut. . 

I am greatly indebted to Mr B. R. 'Hartley for his advice, to Mr Hans Helbaek f 
the identification of the grain, to Mr L. Hassall for soil analysis, to Dr I. W. Cornwall 
for identification of wood and to Mr -P. A. Longton for examining the bones. Lord 
Iveagh kindly gave permission to excavate. The finds have been deposited in the 
Elveden Estate Museum. 
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