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EXCAVATIONS, ON THE 
WANDLEBURY FIGURES 

T. C. LETHBRIDGE AND C. F. TEB BUTT 

ALTHOUGH members of the Society may have become somewhat bored by hearing 
so much talk on this difficult subject, still it is felt that they should not be led to 
think that two successive directors of excavations have been wasting their time and 
labour. They have, therefore, prepared a very curtailed report of the work which 
they have carried out, at no expense to the Society, with the aid of certain of its 
members. Mr Stanley Hopkin needs particular mention for his help, both with 
trained labour and excellent advice. 

Unless a subject is in a moribund condition, it is clear that differences of opinion 
must occur among those who are working at it. These controversies often lead to a 
considerable advance in knowledge. The excavations on the Wandlebury figures have 
given rise to such a controversy. 

The chalk of the Cambridge neighbourhood has been under cultivation for a very 
long time. Evidence obtained during the excavations of the Cambridgeshire dykes 
suggests that most available chalk land was under the plough in Roman times and 
perhaps before. Where the overlying soil is thin, it has long been the practice to 
plough into the surface of the chalk itself and so add an inch or two a year to the 
cultivable soil above. Consequently it is rare to find anywhere in the district where 
the upper part of the chalk remains undisturbed by man since the Ice Age. On most 
of the sites we have excavated (see Proc. C.A.S. from 1925 onwards) little or no 
loose chalk remained in contact with the solid and unbroken rock. But this was not 
the case before the land was ploughed. The expansion and contraction of the rock, 
as it alternately froze and thawed year by year, when the Glacial Period was coming 
to an end, shattered the rock surface into layered and superimposed blocks, which 
became smaller towards the surface. Over most of Cambridgeshire many inches of 
these blocks have been ploughed away, except around the edges of a few ancient 
village chalk pits.' All that remains is the relatively smooth surface of solid rock. 
This rock is liable to decay on exposure to frost and rain. When wet the decay is a 
sticky mud. We call it sludge. It can be removed by running water and deposited 
somewhere else, but it still remains a natural sludge. 

It is our contention that only the eye of faith can at present distinguish between 
chalk rotted last Christmas and that similarly rotted ten thousand years ago. There 
we differ from others who seem to possess this faith. The sludge, to us, remains 

1 This was particularly noticeable at the War Ditches, where during the excavations we found no super-
imposed blocks when looking for post-holes near the ditch (Proc. C.A.S. vol. XLII, P. 117). 
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rotted Cretaceous rock and not some magical compound, which proclaims the date 
of its decay to those vouchsafed the seeing eye. 

This is the crux of the controversy. The figures were sounded for with a steel bar 
on a surface of rock which had been ploughed smooth. The plough marks showed 
plainly in this rock. It was a perfect surface for such an exercise.' They were plotted 
and published in the Archaeological News Letter before any excavation was carried 
out, in order that we might not be accused of making them. It was realized before 
excavation that nothing but rotted chalk might be found. We did not expect to find 
ditches deliberately dug into chalk rock; but only the bottoms of such hollows which 
might have been produced if rotted chalk had been cleaned out of unturfed outlines, 
had such a process been thought necessary. In fact, observation appears to indicate 
that it was felt easier to re-whiten the outlines by spreading fresh chalk in them. 
Similar results seem to have been obtained by excavators on the White Horse at 
Uffington, layers of fresh chalk being laid on rotted chalk sludge to whiten the figure.' 
(The  top of the fresh chalk would of course rot into sludge in the same manner as 
the original rock beneath it.) Similar sludge was found in the Bran Ditch at Black 
Peak. Some indication of the date at which this was done was obtained at Wandle-
bury. Minute scraps of Roman or Belgic pottery were found under, in and above 
the fresh chalk. The fresh chalk was also laid in the outlines at a time when holes, 
scoured out by water running down the slope, had become filled with a growth of 
vegetation on which snails fed in considerable numbers. The most interesting of these 
is Cyclostoma (Pomatias) elegans, a southern species whose range does not apparently 
extend as far north as Scotland. The climate at the time of the refurbishing was in 
fact similar to that of today. 

Little excavation was carried out by stripping process for two reasons. (i) Sir 
Cyril Fox continually stressed the necessity for protecting the edges of the outlines. 
The fears for the safety of the edges were shown later to be unnecessary. At least a 
foot of loose blocks had been ploughed away from the surface of the chalk and with 
them those which had once formed the edges of the outlines. 2  For the most part the 
outlines today are not in fact identical with those seen by prehistoric man. They are 
the ' ghosts ' of the prehistoric outlines produced by the decay of the chalk rock 
beneath them. They are almost entirely natural. Man's hand in producing them was 
the act of stripping off the turf and removing the loose blocks at a higher level. 
Beneath the outlines he made, nature produced those we now see. Few archaeo-
logists have understood this point, which was not at first clear to us. They think in 
terms of something which has been ploughed away and gone for ever. It has led 
moreover to the curious spectacle of the opposition taking pains to prove by soil 
analysis that a substance was natural when one of us had already said that it was (see 
Gogmagog, pp. 48 if.). (2)On this particular hill, differences in colour rapidly dis-
appear when the chalk surface is exposed and allowed to dry. This difficulty was also 

1  Apparently still unpublished! '- 
2 Many of these lumps of chalk still remain in the overlying humus. Above the level of the figure's eyes, 

the ploughing has not been so deep and some blocks still remain in contact with the solid rock. 
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experienced by Dr B. Hartley during his excavations inside Wandlebury Camp; 
where the aim was to examine holes dug by men into the solid chalk and not to 
explore areas of decay in the chalk caused by exposure to the weather. Furthermore 
the outlines above the sludge had been filled with fresh chalk rubble, trodden tight. 
The eyebrows of the figure were, however, identified by stripping and had not been 
found by sounding. 

For these reasons, the method employed was to cut sections across soft patches 
revealed by the bar and to follow these working to. a face. It was not possible of 
course to follow the numerous sticks used in the original process of plotting with the bar. 
These had rotted away long before excavation. The outlines were followed by observa-
tion of the distinctive grey-brown colouration of the rotted chalk when it was still damp. 
Numerous bar holes and rotted sticks were found as the sludge was cleared out.. 

It is certain that the width of these cleared areas is greater than the width originally 
stripped of turf, for chalk decays sideways as well as downward. We have been 
cleaning out rotted chalk and not the fillings of man-made ditches. The material 
which we have been cleaning out is, as we have said, in most cases entirely natural. 
It ought not, in our, opinion, to show any marked differences to similar chalk rotted 
during the Ice Age. This point has been widely misunderstood. People were 
expecting to observe an archaeological phenomenon and not a geological one. But the 
processes of geology never stop; weathering and denudation are always at work. Man 
enabled them to work at Wandlebury,. where the turf had been stripped,. just as he 
has been busy providing fossils, in the shape of bully beef tins and sunken ships, in 
geological beds which are forming at this moment beneath the sea. - 

One figure has been almost completely exposed. It is a quibble to say that it was 
never there; for numerous learned men have come to watch it being exposed and 
to give their opinion of how it was formed. By this they have shown that they could 
see the change in colour where the chalk had decayed and they can all be brought 
into the witness box to swear that they have seen it. Opinions have only differed on 
the question of when this decay took place. That is really the only point on which 
they should differ. Theoretical statements of opinion that such a figure could not be 
revealed by the bar are absurd, because it was revealed by the bar, published before 
excavation and found to resemble closely the plan. prepared by blind sounding 
(Fig. i). Some slight errors have naturally occurred in plotting so complicated a 
figure and were bound to do so, unless soundings had been made so close together 
that the waste of time would have been excessive. But a strange female figure and 
beast were uncovered by excavation and its outlines were shown to differ in appearance 
from the normal surface of the rock. Although the outlines excavated are wider than 
those of the original plan, they remain essentially the same outlines. Competent 
observers have watched the work and can vouch for the fact that the area dug out is 
the area formerly occupied by rotten chalk and not a figment of the imagination. We 
are left then with the fact that the thing is there for all to see. It was found by sounding 
with the bar and uncovered by methods suggested by the highest authority. What is 
the date of it? . 
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We maintain that the figure was made in outline by simply stripping the turf from 
the surface of the chalk and cleaning out the loose rubble till the hollow thus seen 
was white. The outline deepened into the chalk by a process of natural decay, 
possibly aided at times by men cleaning the figure. We hold that it was made by the 
same people who built and occupied Wandlebury Camp and that there is consider-
able -  evidence in favour of this theory. 

0 	10 	 50 feet 

Fig. i . Diagram showing the original plan of the figures, obtained by blind sounding (dotted line), super-
imposed on the plan of excavated figures. Small errors are due to the use of an old tape for the first survey 
and a new one for the second. Other errors are mistakes in interpretation. The area in the middle of 
the female figure's hair has not been excavated. 

We were not excavating for the purpose of proving anything. To us it was obvious 
that, if figures, found by blind plotting with the bar, could be seen to differ in 
any way from the surrounding chalk, then only prehistoric man could have been 
responsible for their shape. We were out to find, within as narrow limits as possible, 
what the shape of one of the figures was. It would then be open to those who doubted 
to apply what tests they liked to the remainder. We refused to be deviated, from our 
set purpose, either to provide peep shows for experts, who could not know more than 
we did unless they worked at the problem themselves, or to spend time on experi-
ments which could be undertaken more profitably by others; for we soon realized 
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that the shape of this figure was likely to prove an important clue to problems in 
fields other than archaeology. 

Whatever others may think, the fact remains that this is not a problem which can 
be solved by sitting back and quoting from text-books, for it is something which has 
not confronted archaeologists here before. We have simply made a start. Others can 
now work on the other figures and see what results they can obtain. If we can be 
proved to have been mistaken, we would be ready to admit it; but as yet no argument 
has been advanced against us which appears to be in any degree valid. The figures 
are there, if they can be shown to have been made by any Ice Age phenomenon, it 
will be far more remarkable than if they had been made by man. There are certain 
to be some errors in plotting, but we hope that they will not be large. The onus of 
disproof lies squarely on the opposition. 

We do not propose to go into details of the folk-lore and historical evidence now, 
but it may be of interest to readers to learn that freshly collected local reports tell us 
of three giants formerly associated with the Gogs. They were named apparently, 
Hog, Gog and Magog and the old name for the hills was Hoggogamagog. We have 
never heard this full title ourselves, but Gogamagogs is the normal term used by old 
countrymen. There may well be some confusion here over nomenclature. Hog 
probably means High and. refers to Gog. The original names were, we think, High 
God, Mother God and Wandil. But, of course, if the figures were made by some 
glaciological process, it does not matter what local people called them! 

The evidence brought to light on the subject of dating comes under four headings: 
(I) Holes dug by man into the surface of the chalk rock. 
(z) Pottery and snail shells. 

Sling stones. 
The appearance of the figures themselves. 

MAN-MADE HOLES 

Unless our reasoning and observation is much at fault these provide a decisive 
answer to those who think the Wandlebury figures are the result of Brodel formation 
in the later stages of the Ice Age. They point to air photographs of crop-marks 
apparently indicating Brodel formation in the Breckland, 'say that they resemble the 
figures at Wandlebury and that is that. it is not as easy as that. No one has as yet 
regarded the Breckland as being similar to the Cambridgeshire hills. Of course 
there is a resemblance between two sets of curvilinear patterns. It is of the same 
order as the resemblance between a spikey rubber scrubbing brush and a dragon's 
tooth road block. But granting this kind of resemblance, how if the sludge is the 
product of glaciological conditions (in reality the seasonal melting and retreat of a 
sheet of ice) does it come to be found on top of holes dug by man in the chalk rock.? 
On two occasions, after the normal sludge deposit had been removed on part of the 
beast's head, round marks of a different colour were noticed in the chalk rock. One 
of these was cleaned out. The other has been left undisturbed. The one cleaned out 
was found to be a circular pit i ft. 3  in. in diameter and 9 lfl. deep. It had vertical 
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walls and had evidently been made in the same manner as the post-holes inside 
Wandlebury itself. The contents of this pit were natural reddish sandy material, 
quite distinct from the sludge. At the bottom were five small flint nodules, quite 
unrolled and unstained. This pit had not been made with a pick, but had probably,  
been 'jumped '  into the chalk with a chisel-ended bar. Presumably the post-holes at 
Wandlebury were made in this way. It will be noted that the hole was not filled in 
with the material dug out when it was made. It was filled with a substance not noted 
anywhere else in the excavations. We think that these pits were intended to represent 
the eyes of the beast, but we may be mistaken in this view. 

Ear 

-i--,-- -:L--- --- _ -_j_ 	----,--- 
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Feet 

Fig. 2.' .  Diagrammatic section over the eye, ear and neck of the beast. (i) Plough soil with lumps of chalk. 
(a) Chalk rubble containing scraps of Roman pottery in places. () Sludge. (4) Artificial pit containing 
reddish sandy soil with small flint nodules at base. The pit is circular.in plan. () Chalk rock. Note: At least 
a foot of chalk has been ploughed away above the ear. This figure and Fig. 3 show all the major phenomena 
observed during the excavations except sling stones which are described in the text. 

Other similar pits were found at some of the extremities of the figures. Careful 
observation of that at the extreme hind corner of the beast's hind foot and the one 
at the bottom of the object formerly thought to be a chariot, showed that they had 
been cut into the edge of the outlines at these points. There was another by the 
female figure's foremost toe, but it was damaged by traffic passing on the hollow 
way, which partly covers the bottom of the figure (P1. VII b). There can be little 
doubt that these holes are those of small posts and the presumption is that they-were 
used as fixed points in laying out figures. They were not, however, used in laying 
out the figure we have been excavating. This can be shown by what was observed in 
the breast area of the female figure. 

The breast area had been deliberately filled in at some time and the floor of it 
was clean and free from sludge. It does not appear that the uneven floor was due to 
natural factors; but that it had been deliberately carved in the chalk rock to indicate 
breasts. The filling was not homogeneous and Mr Stanley Hopkin and other farmers 
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helping in the removal of the filling were of the opinion that it had been tipped in in 
cart loads. In some of the deeper parts, at least 4  ft. below the original ground level 
(Fig. 3), obvious traces of lumps of turf were found in the positions they had taken 
up when the hollow was filled in. A balk was left standing for a long time on the 
line of section across this pit. It showed 'a bowl-shaped band several inches thick 
extending from both sides towards the deepest part. This was at first thought to be 
a humus layer, but examination showed that it was in reality sludge. It had been 
formed by the flow of water running into the pit and not reaching the bottom 
of it, which was filled up at the time. When the balk was at last removed, a small 
pit was again found and above it very faint traces of a narrow post could be dimly 

0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 

Feet 

Fig. 3.  Diagrammatic section over the breast area of the female figure, 4 ft. from the lowest point. (i) Plough 
soil with lumps of chalk. (z and zA) Bands of small chalk rubble trampled hard. () Heavy chalk rubble, 
put in wet. (, 5 and 6) Bands of humus, including many specimens of Helix nemoralis. (7)  Chalk rock. 
(8) Lumps of old turf. (X) Grey ware potsherd of Roman, or Belgic, date. The junction between the chalk 
rock and chalk rubble is quite clean. There is no sludge. Pea chalk was found at the, top of band (2) and on 
top of (2 A). . 

seen rising to the surface of the filling. This post did not appear to have exceeded 
3 in. in diameter, or to have been sunk into the rubble filling from above. It must have 
been held in place while the filling was put in. It is therefore thought that it and the 
posts at the extremities were put there for the purpose of marking out the positions 
of other figures in relation to the one we were examining. The date of the filling in 
of the breast area and the marking out of the other figures should therefore be 
roughly the same. Our figure is, as had been deduced already by more competent 
students of ancient art, the earliest of the three. 

Most of the filling of the breast area is of course natural material dug out of some 
chalk pit close at hand or perhaps removed from the valium of Wandlebury itself. 
Some of it, however, was topsoil and contained large numbers of snail shells at all 
depths. Twice at least it had proved necessary to lay fresh chalk on the top of it. 
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Presumably the surface would not only have settled, but it would have rotted more 
quickly than its surroundings. Between two of these layers Mr Hopkin recovered a 
small fragment of fumed grey ware pottery, which might be either Romano-British 
or Belgic. 

It is clear from these points that sludge, supposed by some to have been of Glacial 
origin, was washed over the top of man-made holes and into the filling of the breast 
area. It is hard to see how this could have happened, unless the surfaces were 
exposed at the time and if this is the case, what had happened to prevent their being 
clothed with Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age humus like all the rest of the 
country? This Brodel theory requires a considerable stretching of the imagination. 
We think that the breast area was deliberately moulded into the form of breasts. 
Whether these had at one time been only made in outline in the turf and had suffered 
so much from exposure that they had to be renovated, is impossible to say. We can 
only state that they were clean and white when they were filled in. 

Another pit was found on the beast's rump. Here the sludge was very thin and we 
cannot say whether it covered the pit or not. This pit is rectangular and made in the 
same way as the others, with the same overall length and depth. We can form no 
opinion as to its purpose, unless perhaps it held a post supporting a slinger's target 
at one time. 

The last pit, atthe top of the female figure's legs, appears to indicate an anatomical 
peculiarity of the figure itself. Anthropologists might describe it as a ' Hottentot 
apron ' .'  It is an oval pit some 3  ft. long by i ft. broad and i ft. deep. Only part of 
it has been cleared out and the rest is available for examination. Its filling includes 
fine grains of charcoal, but it is not a cooking hole. The charcoal appears to have 
been either washed into it, or put into it together with liquids. It and its surroundings 
were covered by a 2 in. layer of fresh chalk from which were removed two small 
sherds of grey ware pottery of either Romano-British or Belgic date. 

POTTERY 

All pottery recovered from the excavation is in exceedingly small fragments. Few of 
these exceed an inch in length and none can be dated within a hundred years. Only 
a single sherd was found in the sludge itself, for the reason that things could only get 
into it when it was in the condition of soft mud. At the excavations at Black Peak 
on the Bran Ditch (Comm. C.A.S. vol. xxx) where this kind of sludge was found at 
the bottom of the fosse of the earthwork, Romano-British sherds were found sticking 
upright in it in the way they had fallen from the topsoil at the side of the ditch. This 
single sherd from the sludge on the figure is a piece of pink-tinted paste which 
resembles the ware of the lagenae imported into Britain in the middle of the first 
century A.D. It may have been trodden into the mud at the time of the renovation, 
for it was covered with a 4  in. layer of fresh white chalk on the hair of the figure. 
In the neighbourhood of the forehead of the beast, six small red ware sherds 
were recovered in and on the surface of a 3  in. layer of fresh chalk. One of these 

1 Compare with anatomical peculiarities of Dagda's wife Macha in Irish myth. 
CAS 
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is a small chip from a terra-sigillata vessel. The glaze is good, but it is probably 
not earlier than A.D. 100. The remaining fragments of pottery are all fumed grey 
ware. There are no rims which might have given an approximate date, but all were 
found in association with the layers of fresh chalk. It is probable that they were 
derived with this chalk from some site which had a scatter of early Romano-British 
rubbish lying on it. This makes it probable that future excavation may point to a 
date in the Roman period for the other two figures. 

EVIDENCE FROM SNAIL SHELLS, ETC. 

Snails were found in large numbers at certain points. These points were invariably 
places where water running downthe outlines had worn hollows which became filled 
with normal detritus and so could support vegetation of a lush kind. The existence 
of these hollows postulates the presence of channels down which the water could flow. 
In fact the outlines must have been there to provide the channels. The sludge 
scooped out of the hollows was deposited again as mud on parts of the figure further 
down the slope. The snails are all species living in the neighbourhood today. One, 
the Brown-lipped snail (Helix (Cepaea) nemoralis), is very common on hedgerow 
vegetation. Another (Cyclostoma (Poinatias) elegans) is a southern species ranging far 
down the coast of Europe and not extending into the north. A third (Helix lapicida) 
is found in beech woods. • Since these hollows were covered with the layer of fresh 
chalk, it is evident that the outlines were in existence at a time when climatic condi-
tions were very similar to today. The outlines must have been open to allow the 
passage of the rush of water, probably from melting snowdrifts, which scoured out 
the hollows. If they had been open since the Ice Age, one would expect them now 
to be sodeep in the chalk rock that they would appear as ravines. Even eight thousand 
years of wear and tear would surely have effected this. 

List of snails. Gyclostoma (Poinatias) elegans; Helix (Cepaea) nemoralis; Helix 
(Helicella) caperata; Helix lapicida (scarce). 

SLING STONES 

We are calling the objects now to be discussed sling stones, for it appears probable 
that they are so, but we are open to correction. They may be ' chuckie stanes ', or even 
unconnected with man, though this seems most improbable. 

Small glacial erratics are quite common on the fields near Wandlebury and it was 
not till we had been working on the figures for many months that it occurred to us 
that there were far too many turning up on the work. In the last four months more 
than 1500  were picked up and over i000 have been deposited in the Cambridge 
Museum. Now a stone is a stone. If it is a worn and rounded glacial erratic of 
roughly oval shape and about an ounce in weight it is suitable as a sling stone ; but 
nobody can say it is such a thing unless it is found sticking in the skull of a dead 
man, or in an obviously collected heap inside a fort. All archaeologists know that 
there is a scatter of such stones outside the- perimeter of certain Iron Age camps. 



EXCAVATIONS ON THE WANDLEBURY FIGURES 	 67 

This must necessarily be the case, for every slinger needed frequent practice and 
every boy slinger had to be trained from early youth. It is clear from Dr Hartley's 
excavations that Wandlebury Camp was remodelled-- to suit the requirements of sling 
warfare. There is presumably an extensive scattering of such sling stones round the 
outside of Wandlebury up to a range of about 200 yards. It is possible that the 
rectangular post-hole on the beast's rump once held a target for practice. It is our 
contention that the fig'ures were not sacred in the sense that a graven image was 
sacred; but only the marking-out ground for a religious ceremony performed after 
long lapses of time. There would be no reason for not using the ground for sling 

	

01 	 2 

Inches 

Fig. 4. ' Sling-shot ' .  Pebbles of quartzite type coated with a calcareous deposit which apparently indicates 
the plunging angle of their fall. They are shown sticking in the surface of the sludge with the presumed 
directions of their fall indicated by arrows. 

practice. There are other possibilities, such as testing the oracle by whether your 
stone remained on the right figure or - not, but the simplest answer is probably the 
best. 

As soon as it became evident that glacial pebbles were abnormally abundant on 
the figures, steps were taken to observe how they were found in relation to the 
outlines. It was clear that they occurred at all levels except the lower portions of the 
sludge and the interior of the layers of fresh chalk. Large numbers were just in the 
top of the sludge. A few were completely buried in it. It was possible to note the 
angles at which they lay at the top of the sludge. They frequently did not lie flat, 
but penetrated the sludge at a fairly steep angle. It was possible to judge this angle 
with some accuracy because that part of the stone which lay in the sludge itself 
became coated with a calcareous deposit resembling stalagmite (Fig. 4).  We have 
little doubt that such stones had plunged from a height into the sludge when it was 
in a sticky condition and thus conform to what might be expected from the trajectory 
of a sling shot. The distribution on the outlines suggests that many of the pebbles 
fell on them when they were dry and bounced or rolled down them towards their 
extremities. Large numbers should be present in the humus outside the outlines, 
where they must have fallen into grass or scrub. The weights of over a thousand 
stones were taken and are as follows: 

Weight in ounces 	 I -3 	3;-4 
(kitchen scales) Under 

	(inclusive) (inclusive) (inclusive) 
	

Over 4 	Total 
Number 	87 	739 	501 	 3$ 

	
45 	1407 

5-2 
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The bulk of the stones are well-rounded pebbles of quartzite and similar sub.-
stances. Only fifty-nine are of flint. Of these twenty-three are extremely worn and 
battered lumps, while, twenty-three are fresh unrolled fossil sponges, etc. Few of the 
pebbles are too small for children's practice; but some are too large for a normal sling 
and argue the former presence of towers for long slings or catapults on the Wandle 
bury defences. Some five hundred stones have not been examined yet. 

APPEARANCE OF THE FIGURES 

We will confine our remarks to the group which has been examined. This group, in 
our opinion, is older than the other two figures, which remain to be-explored. The 
drawing, although extremely primitive, is a balanced composition of a female figure 
beside a beast which is probably intended to represent a stallion. The drawing of this 
beast is scarcely less naturalistic than that of the pony shown in the illustrated 
medieval copy of Giraldus Cambrensis in Dublin. We mention this because the 
Giraldus picture shows part of the Irish hippogamous ritual in Donegal, which may 
be the intention here too. The female figure is thought to represent the Celtic 
Artemis, who as Badb in Ireland had more than thirty names and as Isis some ten 
thousand. She is the female principle, or the Great Mother. 

The nearest archaeological connections with this figure group have been both 
found in Denmark. The Faardal female statuette has the same goggle eyes, skinny 
arms and hand indicating the breast, while the horse drawing the Trundholm sun 
disk has a docked or felted tail as shown on the Wandlebury Beast (for example, 
Shetelig, Falk and Gordon, Scandinavian Archaeology (Oxford, 1937), l5. 17 and 25). 
The felting of stallions' tails continues to this day. Both these Danish examples are 
probably somewhat earlier than our figure. The Faardal figure is dated to the 
beginning of the Danish Iron Age or the close of that of Bronze. Ultimately it is 
probable that links will be found with Scythian figures, for the cult appears to have 
spread across Europe from the shores of the Black Sea. For the moment, however, 
it is enough to mention the Badb's magic horse in Irish mythology, the Cailleach's 
horse in Scotland and the hobby horses of Cornwall. The processional hobby at 
Padstow has a head muchlike the Wandlebury beast. The Cornish rite was apparently 
a fertility one. . . . 
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(a) Air photograph taken by Aero Pictorial Ltd a week before the excavations had been completed. 

AS 

10 	0 	10 	20 	30 	40 FT 

(b) Tape survey of the excavations. The curious shape of the beast's head is thought to be due to an attempt 
to represent it wearing a metal 'pony-cap'. Portions of the buried trackway are indicated by heavier 
stippling. 
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