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Proc. Camb. Ant. Soc. Vol. LXI (1968), pp. 1-7. 

A COLLECTION OF FLINT I MPLEMENTS 
FROM THE HUNSTANTON DISTRICT 

HAMON LE STRANGE 

THE ORIGIN AND PRESENT WHEREABOUTSOF THE COLLECTION 

I T must be nearly forty years ago, while walking over ploughed fields in the neigh-
bourhood of Ringstead, near Hunstanton in Norfolk where I used to live, that I first 
noticed some queer-shaped flints. These I showed to Mr M. C. Burkitt at the Museum 
of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, who encouraged me to keep on searching. 
I found many similar flints and became very interested in the subject. Since then, 
I have found many thousands of specimens, many of which are very nice implements, 
and am still exploring and collecting. This article is thus really a progress report. 

The objects are all surface finds : each flint is marked with its exact provenance, 
related field by field to a complete set of 6-inch to the mile Ordnance Survey maps of 
Norfolk. These have been deposited at the Cambridge Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology, together with the pick of my collection. I have also given typical collec-
tions to the Norwich Castle Museum, the King's Lynn Museum and Art Gallery, 
and the Wisbech and Fenland Museum, who also have relevant maps ; but as I have 
indicated the major part of my finds is at Cambridge. 

I have found everything myself, except for about a dozen or so specimens picked 
up either by the late Mr R. Stebbins, of Neat's Ling Farm, Ringstead, or by 
Mr F. C. Hunter, of Red Barn Farm near the village of Fring, or by reliable em-
ployees of one or other of them. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES AND SURFACE SOIL 

The greater part of the area whence the finds come consists of somewhat undulating 
agricultural country, very little of which is more than 200 ft. above sea level. The 
subsoil is for the most part chalk, with clay and sands coming a good deal to the 
surface. It is important to mention an unusual piece of scenery for Norfolk, which 
is known as Ringstead Downs. This is a very beautiful, well-wooded narrow valley 
cut in the chalk, and having sides in most places as steep as those of the Downs in the 
south of England. The bottom of this valley is below the o ft  contour level through-
out its length. The Downs extend eastward for about a mile from easting 5688. The 
woods of Hunstanton Park adjoin and extend over the high part of the Downs to the 
north. Nearer the sea, a plain of boulder-clay and alluvium up to a mile 'or so broad 
borders the coast, except in the vicinity of Hunstanton cliffs. 
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Fig. i . Map of Hunstanton district. Areas explored for flints are hatched. (Based on the i in. Ordnance 
Survey map, sheet 1124,  by permission of the Director General.) 
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Another important fact is that the area under consideration is traversed, more or 
less diagonally, by the ancient trackway known as the Peddar's Way (Fig. I). 

THE FINDS, AND WHERE THEY OCCUR 

(Figs. I, 2 and 3) 
On the whole there is little doubt that my finds have been most abundant in fields 
which are near the Peddar's Way, when I have been searching near Ringstead and 
Holme. The same applies when I have explored farther south at Red Barn and on 
neighbouring farms. The next most fruitful locality has been near Ringstead Downs, 
especially on the south side of the valley.For instance, one field (Nat. Grid 696398) 
has yielded especially well (Fig. 2 : 3, 6,  9  and Fig. 3 : 10, 11,  29). In three years 
running I found four types of arrowhead, the remains of a red stone with a hole in it 
(Fig. 2 : 6), and a fine Neolithic axe, polished near the cutting edge, where it is 
perfect, and hardly damaged at the other end (Fig. z : 9). Again it is notable that 
finds are more common on sandy and chalky land than on heavier ground. 

But there are plenty of exceptions to these general observations : an odd axe or 
arrowhead, or a few common implements can appear anywhere in the district. For 
instance, in spite of having found tools less abundant between the western parts of 
Hunstanton Park and the town itself, I did find there a fine little barbed and tanged 
arrowhead, which is now at Cambridge (Fig- 3 : 8), while King's Lynn Museum has 
two similar arrowheads (one perfect) and also a leaf-shaped one which were all 
picked up in that area (68544).  Again, while working in an allotment (672403) and 
later in my own garden (676407)—both  located in the southern parts of the town-
I came across a fine leaf-shaped arrowhead (Fig- 3 : 5) and a spearhead (Fig. 2, 5), 
both of which are now at Cambridge. 

A few implements have also come from a field (Nat. Grid 678422) between Old 
Hunstanton village and the northern part of the cliffs, some from within a few yards 
of the extreme edge thereof. 

As far as I have been able to search on the flat land between the main Hunstanton-
Thornham road and Holme Street, finds are scarce compared with those from higher 
ground ; nevertheless, in May 1967 a recently ploughed and cropped field, on ground 
rising a few feet above the surrounding marsh (Nat. Grid 704440), yielded a con-
siderable number of flakes and several good implements. 

No pottery has been found, nor has any specific excavation seemed worth while. 
The searching time for flints is of course limited to seasons before the state of the 
crops renders it impossible. Nevertheless, in the course of years an enormous number 
of finds has been made. At Cambridge alone there must be at least 750 specimens, 
to say nothing of a variety of worked flakes and incomplete or broken implements. 

The good specimens include the following: 

Leaf-shaped arrowheads (Fig- 3 : 4-6) 
Barbed and tanged arrowheads (Fig- 3 : 8-1) 

There are comparatively few of both the above types. 
1-2 
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Fig. 2. Larger flint and stone implements. Scale . New Hunstanton : 11,  5 ; Ringstead : z, 7; 
Ringstead Downs : 3, 6, ; Snettisham: 4,  8. 
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Fig. 3.  Smaller flint implements. Scale. Fring : 23, 26 ; Heacham : iz ; Old Hunstanton : I, 8, 16, 20, 25; 
New Hunstanton : 5, 1 5, 17, 19, 22, 24 ; Hunstanton Park : 7 ; Ringstead : 2, 3, 4, 6, zi, 27, 28 ; Ringstead 
Downs.: io, ii, 14, 29 Snettisham: 9, 13, 18. 
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Spearheads, or similar implements (Fig. 2: 4,  5 and Fig. : 21) 
These are comparatively rare, but beautifully made. 

Fabricators (Fig- : 22) 
These are also not common 

Awls (Fig. : 14-17) 
These are found in considerable numbers. 

Axes, including the beautiful specimens (Fig. z : 7, 9) 
These tools are not common and are often broken ; some show more or less 
of a polished surface. 

Chisel, (Fig. z : 2) 
This beautifully chipped specimen has its tip polished to 
form a chisel edge. 

Scrapers 
As might be expected, these are more than common, and include 
many types, from core-scrapers (Fig. z : i and Fig. 3 : 24), to 
button-scrapers (Fig- 3 : 13) and discs (Fig- 3 : 29). 

Holed stones also occur, including the red stone fragment 
(Fig. 2 : 6), in which the hole is splayed to give an hour-glass 
cross-section, and Fig. : 8, in which the sides of the hole are parallel. 

Reference to the sketch-map (Fig. i) and the illustrations will give an idea of the 
distribution and types of the objects found. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

As my exploration and finds have all been within three miles of the Peddar's Way, 
I cannot but wonder whether they do not have some connection with this ancient 
route across the country—particularly as I understand there is said to have been a 
prehistoric trackway here before the Romans made it into a ' first-class road'. 

Incidentally, I should like to call the attention of those interested to a small point 
about the seaward end of this trackway. On the maps it is marked as an absolutely 
continuous line from Castle Acre to where it crosses the Sedgeford-Fring road, being 
a rough lane in parts and a better road elsewhere. But from thence to Holme-next-
the-Sea, where it is said to have ended on the coast, it has only have survived in 
places, whether as a country lane or a made-up road. I should like to suggest that the 
lane coming down the hill to the Hunstanton Road at Holme and continuing as the 
road to the beach north-west of Holme is much more in line with the rest of the 
Peddar's Way on the map, than is the modern Ringstead-Holme road which is both 
signposted as the Peddar's Way and marked as such on the maps. I should like 
interested people to keep their eyes open at the seaward end of the Way, wherever 
it is. 

Be that as it may, I feel that my finds must have some connection with the persons 
who in early days used this ancient trackway. 
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Another point arises : if my finds are typologically of late Neolithic or Early Bronze 
Age date, why have I not come across any of the pottery that these people must have 
used, nor indeed anything but their flint implements ? It is true that some dozen 
years ago a hoard of Late Bronze Age socketed axes was found in the neighbourhood 
of Red Barn, and also a single bronze axe further south. However, I am continuing 
my searching, and perhaps one day more evidence will come to light about these 
ancient people, where they came from, and what their dwellings were. 
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