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NEW ADDE,NBROOKE.S IRON. AGE SITE, 
LONG ROAD, CAMBRIDGE 

M.D.CRA'STER 

I N the summer of 1967,   during the preliminary work on the site of Stage 2 of New 
Addenbrooke's Hospital, off Long Road, Mr John Holloway noticed sections of 
several ditches in the edges of John Mowlem & Co.'s excavations for the Services 
tunnel (see'  Fig. 2), and also found some pieces of Iron Age pottery. 

Thanks to the co-operation of the Governors of the Cambridge United Hospitals 
and the Contractors, I was able during the next few months to rescue quite a lot of 
information about the Iron Age settlement thus discovered, despite the fact that It 
was already much too late in the proceedings to be able to conduct anything like a 
proper excavation. Were it not for the interest shown, the site would have been 
entirely lost ; for this, and for much practical help, I am deeply grateful. 

At a later stage, the work of rescue and observation was taken over by the Cambridge 
University Archaeological Field Club and to them, and particularly Kate Pretty and 
Tony Parkinson, I am indebted for further pieces of knowledge. The observations 
of John Holloway were invaluable throughout, and he also is responsible for mapping 
the site, using the architects' plans. 

It must be realized that only fragmentary remains of what was evidently an 
extensive site could be recovered The main area of settlement appears to have coin-
cided with that of Stage 2 of the hospital—possibly because it was at the top of a 
slight rise in the ground (Fig. i). Since the entire ground level was at one stage or 
another removed to a depth of about zo ft in the course of building operations, it will 
be appreciated that the present appearance of the site bears no relationto its n :atural 
contours. It was during the course of these massive earth-moving operations. that the 
site was found and such information as is here set forth was gathered. Fig. z shows 
the Iron Age features found, in relation to the new hospital buildings. 

The main feature was a large rectangular enclosure ditch surrounding an area 
0 ft across. Two corners of this ditch were excavated, and the approximately 35  

north-western one was seen by the drivers of the earth-scrapers. The fourth corner 
disappeared without trace, but it seems not unreasonable to assume its existence. 

No definite entrance was found, unless the kink in the line of the southern ditch 
can be taken as a sign of one. Within the enclosure, the remains of one or two pits 
were noticed and probably a good many more were destroyed unobserved. The 
earth-scraper drivers reported others in the north-western area of the enclosure. 
Sections of the ditch, marked by hatched rectangles on the main plan (Fig. 2), were 
obtained on the west, north and east ; 

it was remarkably uniform in all these cases—a 
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M. D. CRA'STER 

V-shaped ditch about 7  ft broad and 4  ft deep (Fig- 3).  The bulk of the debris in it 
consisted of domestic animal bones, and lay on or near the bottom of the ditch, the 
upper fill being comparatively featureless. The pottery was of rough 'Iron Age A' 

60' 

Fig. i . New. Addenbrooke's site, with original contours. 

type, almost identical with that found at Barley,' to which it bears a closer resem-
blance than to the pottery from the Wandlebury hill-fort, 2  although this lies barely 
two miles away (Fig. 8). 

In addition to the main enclosure ditch, various roughly ,  parallel ditches ran 
east—west along the southern edge of the site. No very satisfactory dating evidence 

1  M. D. Cra'ster, ' The Aidwick Iron Age Settlement, Barley, Herts.', Proc. C.A.S. LIV (1961), pp. 22-46. 
2  B. R. Hartley, ' The Wandlebury Iron Age Hill-fort ', Proc. C.A.S. LI 	 pp. 1-27. 
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was found for these ditches, as they could only be noted briefly in the edges for the 
contractors' excavations. The exception was the southernmost of these subsidiary 
ditches, which the Field Club was able to section (at A on Fig. 2, and Fig. 4), and 
which yielded pottery similar to that from the main enclosure ditch. In addition, a 

quo 

low 

2 	3 

Feet  

Fig. 3 . Section across main enclosure ditch on east side. i , Clayey below plough ; z, Brown earth; 
za, Darker patches, with potsherds ; 3, Sticky marl; 4,  Dark silt; 5,  Chalky clay/silt. 

Fig. 4.  Section of ditch at A on main plan. 
. 	 I, Black silt with flints ; z, Black silt; 3,  Grey chalky. 

small hand-made pot of smooth blackish ware with a rough bead-rim and curvi-
linear decoration was found (Fig. 9). The pattern can only be described as ' after 
Hunsbury ' ; although crudely done, it closely resembles such vessels as those in 
Fig. 6 (P- 75) of the Hunsbury report.' This also gives a clue to the probable type of 
decoration of those sherds found at Barley, 2  so fragmentary that it was not possible 

1 

 C. I. Fell, ' The Hunsbury, Hill-fort, Northants.', Arch. Jour. xciii (i'), pp. 57-100. 
2  Barley, bc. cit. P. 39, fig. 8, nos. 88-97. 
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to reconstruct the form or pattern.' The New, Addenbrooke's pot, however, has a flat 
base and more of an incipient foot-ring than either the Hunsbury or the Barley 
vessels. 

Topsoil 	• 	 . . 	.: 
Datum 	

} 	 .. . 	 # 	
Datum 

Brownl&an fth 	 Brownloarn • 
gravel andflints • 	 with gravel and flints 

. 	# : 	 , 	Almost stone-free  

	

'Pçblack silts 	,,,,;:,,,' ' . 	• 	. Natural chalk 

. 	 .getting paler. 	•' • Natural chalk 
. . 	 . 	towards 

. 	 I,, base,',' 	• 
: 	 Ditchl  

1 	0 	 2Feet  
C.U.A.F.C. 

ADDENBROOKE'S NEW SITE . 	 1967 

:. 	 [jjjjjflu1L Datum 

.. 	 , 	and 
Natural 	 Natural chalk 
chalk 	 ' 

. 	'Primary sil'' 

Ditch II 
. 	1 	0 	: 	• 	2Feet. 

. 	 Fig. 7. Sections across parallel ditches at B on main plan. 

Immediately to the south of this ditch,a tiny area remained undisturbed, which 
proved to contain what was • probably the site of a house. Three post holes were 
found, two of which appeared to be replacements of each other (Fig. ) ; the floor 

1  See also a similar sherd from the Iron Ageieve1of.theditch at Arminghall, Norfolk (P.P.S. ii (1936), 
fig. 7,  no. 16 and p. 18). 
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level and the fill of one of the post holes produced a few crumbs of pottery similar to 
that from the rest of the site. 

The only other evidence available was a few scraps of abraded Roman pottery in 
the upper fill of the parallel ditches, where they were cut by the line of the fence 

j}j 5z 
11Ii 

\-1 
IL3 I 

jti:; (L1T I 
Fig. 8. Pottery from the main enclosure ditch. Scale i/k. 

Fig. 9.  Pot from ditch at A (see Fig. 4). Scale I/a. 

along the western edge of the hospital site (Fig- 7). Cropmarks of what looks like a 
possible Romano-British agricultural settlement can be seen on air-photographs of 
the Downing College playing field and the adjacent field, both adjoining the hospital 
site in this direction. 

One other feature deserves mention. Over the remains of the house, the adjacent 
ditch, and other parts of this bit of the site, lay a series of well-marked plough-
furrows. These were clearly post-Iron Age, but had nothing to do with the recent 
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ploughing of the site, being . below the modern topsoil (Fig. 6). Their most 
surprising feature was their size and depth. 

The nearest parallel to the type of site in the area seems to me to be C. F. Teb-
butt's at Wyboston, Beds.' Here' the original rectangular enclosure was Belgic, but 
appeared to have had additional enclosures attached in Roman times. See also 
D. A. White's article in this volume (p. 12), where a rectangular enclosure of very 
similar proportions was found at Brampton, Hunts. The pottery there was likewise 
of Iron Age A type, but included one Belgic sherd. 

Other rectilinear enclosures are those of the Berkshire, Thames valley area, 
described by Mrs Cotton. 2  These again are Belgic in so far as they have been dated; 
there is a strong suggestion that they may have been enclosures for stock, rather than 
human habitation. For what it is worth, the only evidence of a house at New Adden 
brooke's lies outside the main enclosure. . 

One is left with scrappy and inadequate evidence, which cannot be pieced together 
into a satisfactory whole. But a definite impression remains, as at Barley, of a site late' 
in the Iron Age, possibly even verging on Roman : certainly contemporary with 
Belgic pottery styles, and yet without a trace of wheel-thrown wares. 

APPENDIX 
. THE ANIMAL BONES 

Only a small sample was recovered, so that there is little to be said about them : a total of 61 
cattle bones, 41 sheep/goat, 3  horse and z pig. Since nearly all were, fragmented, measurements 
were unobtainable ; but visually the bone sizes compared closely' to those from the Barley site. 
One cattle tibia had been cut at both ends with a saw, 3  and another was bevelled at one end, as if - 
by use as a scraper. 

The sample was too unsatisfactory to be able to base a great deal on the evidence for ages at 
death, but such as it was points to both cattle and sheep being killed at about 24 to 30 months. 

1  	F. Tebbutt, ' A Belgic and Roman Farm at Wyboston, Beds.' Proc. C.A.S. L (1956), pp. 75-84. 
' 2 M. Aylwin Cotton, ' Robin Hod's Arbour, and Rectilinear Enclosures in Berkshire ', Berks. Arch. 
sour. vol. LIX (1961), pp. 1-35. 

3 Compare the saw-cut horn-cores from Barley, bc. cit. P.  33. 

VA 



DIRECTIONS TO CONTRIBUTORS 

General. Drawings and photographs should only be included to illustrate objects which 
cannot easily be described in the text. Normally two half-tone plates may be included in each 
paper, without charge. Authors should consult recent issues of the Proceedings (Vols. XLIX if.) 
to familiarize themselves with its typographical conventions. Papers should be headed with the 
title and the author's name and style, with the text in double-spaced typescript with a i in. left-
hand margin on paper suitable for ink correction. Typescripts should bear the name and address 
of the person to whom proofs are to be sent, and a short version of the paper's title (less than 
forty-five letters and spaces in length) suitable to be printed at the top of the published pages. 
Twenty-five off-prints will be given free : extra copies may be obtained at the printer's current 
price, but must be ordered when the galley-proofs are returned. The Editor is not responsible 
for loss of or damage to manuscripts and illustrations. 

Appendices. If they wish to avoid delay in publication authors are urged not to invite other 
. ,  scholars to write appendices to their papers. If this cannot be avoided, authors should not submit 

their paper until they have received all the appendices (and illustrations), reduced them to 
manageable proportions and checked all cross-references between them and the main text. 

Illustrations. Illustrations, except pottery profiles which may be drawn full size, should 
be drawn approximately twice printed size (which must not exceed 5- X  7 in.). They should be 
on separate sheets, each bearing the author's name, short title of the paper, and plate or figure 
numbers on the back. Diagrams should be drawn in indian ink on plain white paper, with 
letters, numbers, etc., written lightly in pencil. Caption and legend should be typed on a sheet 
separate from the illustration and numbered to correspond. Drawings and photographs should 
include a scale and a statement of magnification. Photographs should be well-contrasted prints 
on glossy paper, and should be chosen bearing in mind the layout on the finished plate, where from 
one to four photographs can be arranged ; preferred layout must be indicated and each figure on 
the plate must be designated by a, b, c, etc., with appropriate cross-references in the text. 

: 	References. Names of authors should not be underlined ; titles of books, periodicals or other 
I 	collective publications should be underlined for italics ; the title of an article appearing in a periodi.. 
1 	cal should not be underlined but should appear between single inverted commas ; volume numbers 

should be given in Roman small capitals (twice underlined in the typescript) ; if required the 
place and date of publication should follow the title (if a book) or the volume number (if a periodi 
cal)—they should be placed in round brackets and should precede the page or plate reference. 
For example : J. Bromwich, Thirty Years Umbrella-poking in the Fens (Dublin, 1965), pp. 142-55, 
or 0. U. T. Cobleigh et al. 'Excavations at the Fair-ground, near Widdecombe', West Country 
Classical Quarterly, vol. xii (1803), p. 155. When references are repeated at short intervals op. cit., 
bc. cit., ibid. may be used, but in cases of ambiguity the expanded forms Brewer, op. cit., Stewer 
(1805), op. cit. p1. XIX, or Gurney, bc. cit. are recommended. •  

Abbreviations. Vol. xv, App. XV, no. i, p1. XV, p. 15, 1. 15, n. is—for volume, appendix, 
number, plate, page, line and note respectively. Abbreviated titles of Journals can be found in the 
World List of Scientific Publications, 3rd ed. (1952), but any self-explanatory abbreviation may be 
adopted: Ant., Ant. J., Arch., Arch. J., B.M.C., Y.R.S., P.P.S., Proc. C.A.S. are frequently 
recurring examples. 

Cost of corrections. The Society has found it necessary to place a limit on the margin 
allowed for the cost of authors' corrections and alterations to proofs. The maximum allowance 
will be 20 % of the cost of typesetting, and any charge in excess of this will be carried out at the 
contributor's expense. Alterations to page proof arevery costly. 
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