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Proc. Camb. Ant. Soc. Vol. LXIII (171), pp. 27-29. 

NOTES 

DAVID H. KENNETT 

I. APPLIED BROOCHES OF THE KEMPSTON TYPE 
AT ST JOHN'S, CAMBRIDGE 

Plate I shows one of the known grave groups from the Anglo-Saxon cemetery found 
in 1888 at St John's Cricket field, and now in the Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology, Cambridge. The principal brooch of this grave is a great-squareheaded 
of the Haslingfield type,' belonging to a late sub-group distinguished by Leeds in 
1949, 2 which has other examples in the Cambridge region, such as Linton Heath 41, 
Tuddenham, and Barrington A grave i i . The pair of wrist-clasps were distinguished 
in 1945 by Leeds4  as simpler versions of his group with an epsilon-shaped band, 
comparable to ones from Barrington. Apart from a knife, an iron key, and a small 
iron ring, there is a string of 44  beads between a pair of applied saucer brooches. 

The applied saucer brooches in this grave are very fragmentary, and only on one 
is any trace of the design extant. 5  On close examination this proves to be a disjointed 
leg set between parts of a face on either side. Comparison with other brooches in the 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, convinces me that, this is an 
example of the type Leeds called ' the Kempston type '  after the four pairs at that 
site.6  The comparison was made first with fragmentary examples from Linton Heath 
grave 9, and later with the complete examples such as those shown on P1. II from 
Barrington. 

The ' Kempston type '  of applied saucer brooch is characterized by a design of 
four faces set within the arms of a cross, and with a leg design between the faces. In 
the centre there is either a glass stud or a dished space. The whole design usually is 
enclosed in a design of fairly simple animal ornament which repeats itself six times. 
There may be a plain border outside this. 

The grave group from St John's is an important addition to the associated examples 
of the type, which is widely distributed in the cemeteries of the Cambridge region. 
The Cambridge Museum has four pairs and a single brooch from Barrington B, 
while there are a pair and two singles from the cemeteries at Barrington now in the 

/ Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. The Ashmolean also have a pair from Mitchell's Hill, 
Icklington ; a pair from Haslingfield 

; and a pair from Frilford, Berks. There are two 
1 E. T. Leeds. A Corpus of Early Anglo-Saxon Great Square-headed Brooches (iç), pp. 16-29, 

nos. 11-31. 	 2 Leeds, op. cit. (1949), pp. 23-8, fl05. 19-29. 
3 Leeds, op. cit. (1949), fl05. 23, 25 and 21 respectively; note that Leeds gives mistaken grave number for 

brooch 23 throughout his 1949 book. 
4 Archaeologia xci (it.), 58-9 ; for Barrington wrist-clasps see ibid. fig. 33 e. 
5 The other has been presumed to be a pair to it. 
6 Archaeologia LXIII (1912), 186. 
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pairs from Winterbourne Gunner, near Salisbury, as the only examples south of the 
Thames. Nearer to Cambridge there are a pair from Ashwell, in the Ransom Collec-
tion at the Cambridge Museum; an unprovenanced but local pair, also in that 
museum, as well as the pair from Linton Heath already mentioned. The British 
Museum has four pairs from Kempston. 

Very little is known of the associations of the examples from Kempston, though 
one of these brooches is recorded in grave 70 (i6 June 1864). It may ;  be presumed 
that the record [*isolated as group 77  (8 February 1864)]' of two pairs of saucer 
brooches of identical design refers to two of the pairs of these brooches, but the exact 
brooches are not known. The true associations of these are also indistinct, as this 
record may well mask a number of burials including disturbed cremations. 

Of the other finds only two pairs have associations. Linton Heath grave 9  is 
particularly rich, with a great-squareheaded brooch of Leeds' class Az, fairly simple 
wrist-clasps, an iron strap distributor, buckles and beads. The other associated 
group, first published by Fox, is a. grave from Barrington B, where a pair were 
associated with wrist-clasps of an elaborate type with good Style I ornament. For 
these a date in the late sixth century is preferred, while it can be suggested that the 
Linton Heath grave probably dates to the middle to late sixth century. A similar date 
may be suggested also for the St John's grave group. 

APPENDIX 

Applied saucer,  brooches of the Kempston type 
Provenance Museum publication 
Kempston, Beds. 	 . 

B.M. 1891, 6-24, 250/251 (pair). 
B.M. 1891, 6-24, 252/253 (pair). 
B.M. 1891, 6-24, 256/257 (pair). 
B.M. 1891, 6-24,259/26o (pair). 
(Note: all these brooches are illustrated in D. H. Kennett, ' The Anglo-Saxon cemetery at 

Kempston, Bedfordshire: a reconsideration; (1968), unpublished.) 
Frilford, Berks. 	 . 

A.M. '909,49' (pair). 
Barrington, Cambs. 

A.M. 1909,275 (pair). 
A.M. 1909,272 (one). ' 
A.M. 1909,851 (one). 
C.M. (pair), B-75- Co. F. Fox, The Archaeology of the Cambridge Region (1,923),  p1. 30.4. 
C.M. 34.848. 
C.M. (two pairs ; one single). 

Haslingfield, Cambs. 
A.M. 1909,852 (pair).' 
1 A.A.S.R. viii (1864), 293, p 1 . 2.2, also Coil. Ant. vi (i868), zi x, p1. 40.2. Grave number derives from 

D. H. Kennett. ' The Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Kempston, Bedfordshire: a reconsideration '  (un-
published). . 
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Linton Heath grave 9 	 * 
C.M. 48, 1519 (pair), ArckJ. xi (.1854), 97. 

St John's, Cambs. 
C.M. : this paper, p1. I. 

Ashwell, Herts. 
C.M. ; Ransom Collection. 

Icklingham, Suffolk 
A.M. 1909, 483. 

Winterbourne Gunner, Wilts. 
Wilts. A.M. LIX (1964), 100-I, fig. 7a (pair), and fig. 8a (pair). 

II. A FRANKISH BOWL FROM BOULOGNE 

In the Braybrooke Collection of the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cam-
bridge,' there is a small bronze bowl whose provenance is recorded as Boulogne 
(museum  accession number, 48. 1666), but for which details of finding and associa-
tions are not known. The bowl (Fig. i) has an out-turned rim, above a straight neck, 
and a rounded bellied profile. In the centre of the base there is a circular scar, 
indicating a now lost foot-stand. The rim has a diameter of i8o cm. and is virtually 
complete. There is no trace of it ever having been other than everted round all of its 
circumference. 

Fig. i. Frankish bowl from Boulogne (i). 

The bowl is a difficult piece to parallel. In many respects this bowl has a shape 
recalling some triangular-eared cauldrons, such as that from Krefeld- Gellep grave 
1782, 2  but these vessels have ears or lugs on the rim to take a handle and no cauldron 
known to me bears a trace of a foot. It seems plain that by its shape the Boulogne 
bowl is related to the triangular-eared cauldrons of continental and British sites in 
the Migration Period, 3  but equally there are points of difference. The Frankish 
bronze bowl from Boulogne has been published in the hope that one day a closer 
parallel may be found.. 

1 J am indebted to the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, for permission to publish' 
the bowl. 	 * 

2 Germania XLII (1964), 2o6, no. 36, taf. 59.1. 
3 For British examples see Ant. J. xxxvi (1956), 192-9 and P.C.A.S., P. 25 above. 
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