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ROMAN BURIALS IN THE CAMBRIDGE AREA 

JOAN LIVERSIDGE 

No survey of the burials of Roman date found in Cambridgeshire has appeared 
since that made by Sir Cyril Fox more than fifty years ago,' so a summary of 
what evidence exists for this rather neglected subject may be useful as a basis 
for future research. In general the area considered is only the Cambridgeshire of 
pre-1974, but for completeness a paragraph covering recent work round 
Huntingdon is also included. Much of the material available was found in the 
nineteenth or early twentieth century and tends to be ill-recorded, but even so 
it includes much of value. 

CAMBRIDGE CITY 
As is to be expected at this period no interments have so far been found 

within the limits of Roman Cambridge, but they do occur outside the town walls, 
many of them near the Roman roads. 

Madingley Road and Mount Pleasant 
In the vicinity of Akeman Street, on the south-west of the Roman settlement, 

there is confused evidence for both Roman and Anglo-Saxon cemeteries in 
areas where discoveries of Romano-British pottery may indicate ribbon 
development. Skeletons of uncertain date have been found near Mount Pleasant, 
Lady Margaret Road and Madingley Road on several occasions, 2  and a number 
of intact pots in the Cambridge University Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology may belong to grave groups. The same may apply to Roman 
material noted during the excavation of the important Anglo-Saxon cemetery 
in St John's College cricket fields which, with an earlier Roman cemetery, pro-
bably extended further along Akeman Street on the opposite side of Grange 
Road .3  The evidence for this, however, is somewhat confused. At Saxmeadham, 
71 Grange Road, an inhumation accompanied by a bone pin, a small broken 
flagon of red ware and an iron spearhead was recorded in 1911.4  This may be a 
Roman burial mixed up with the spearhead from an Anglo-Saxon one. Nearby 
a metal cylinder, perhaps a knife handle, a cream ware flagon and a colour-
coated beaker, both of late second or third century date, found in 1910, may 
also belong to a Roman burial, 5  and Sir Cyril Fox's index mentions another one 
at Allickey, Grange Road. 

Arbury 
More burials, probably inhumations, may also have existed near the town walls, 
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and by Akeman Street on the north-east. 6  Further away from Cambridge the 
excavation of the Arbury Road settlement has revealed both cremations and 
inhumations .7  The first discoveries were made in 1952 and comprised six skele-
tons, four of whom had been buried in wooden coffins and two in stone sarc-
phagi (Fig. 1).8  Burial (i) consisted of a man about 5 ft. 9 ins, in height, aged 
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Fig. 1. Plan of tomb and burials, Arbury Road (Reproduced from P.C.A.S. 49, p.14). 

between thirty and forty-five, in a lead coffin 6 ft. 4 ins, long enclosed in a 
roughly made coffin hewn from a single block of Barnack ragstone with a 
separate lid. The interior of this coffin is only 5 ft. 11 ins, long, so it had had to 
be broken in two at the time of the burial to make room for the lead lining. A 
few fragments of thin glass survive from a fluted vessel, probably a bowl, laid on 
the lid of the lead coffin. 

Burial (i) lay just over a foot below the floor of a small tomb-chamber built of 
chalk blocks, probably Melbourn Rock from Cherryhinton, and measuring 

C U Trench cut by mechanical 00 
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141  ft. by 1O ft. internally, with walls 1-14- ins, 	t hick. Tile fragments found lying 
on the floor suggested the existence of a tiled roof. Parts of two more skeletons, 
burials (ii) and (vi) were found underlying the eastern foundation wall and the 
floor of the tomb-chamber respectively, and were probably buried before the 
arrival of burial (i). The bones of another body (iii) were also found in a heap 

P1. 1. Samian and glass vessels from an Arbury Road burial. 

near and below the level of the eastern foundation wall, and had obviously been 
shovelled out of the way when burial (iv) was deposited. No grave goods were 
found with nos (ii), (iii), and (vi). Examination of the bones in the Duckworth 
Laboratory showed that they were all males, varying in age from 20-25 (ii), 
36-50 (iii), and middle age (vi). Nos (ii) and (iii) were about 5 ft. 9 ins, in height. 

Burial (iv) contained the skeleton of a woman 5 ft. 1 in. in height, aged 40-55. 
Like No. (i) she lay in a lead lining enclosed in a ragstone coffin. This coffin, 
however, is well made and shows clearly the marks of the workman's chisel and 
it was of suitable size for its inmate. However it may have been incorrectly 
orientated when laid in the ground as the lead lining and skeleton were placed in 
it the wrong way round. Fragments of the grave clothes were found with the 
skeleton but the textiles used could not be identified. 
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Burial (iv) lay partly below the east wall of the tomb-chamber, in fact its lid 
was pressed down by it so it must be earlier than burial (i). Further to the west 
and north of the tomb was No. (v), buried in a wooden coffin of which only the 
iron nails survived, a man of over 50, 5 ft. 74  ins. tall. Near his right foot was a 
small colour-coated bowl and a pale green glass bottle with a reeded ribbon 
handle, dating the burial to the late third or early fourth century. 

The lack of associated finds prevents close dating of these graves. The order 
of burial may have been (iii), (v), (ii), (vi), (iv), (i), as (iii) had apparently been 
in situ long enough for its bones to be treated with little reverence. The glass jug 
and pottery bowl found with (v) suggests that deposition began sometime in the 
third century and no doubt it continued well into the fourth. Analyses of the 
coffin linings showed that only burial (iv) had traces of tin. This suggests that 
the lead came from different sources, additional evidence that the linings were 
not made at the same time. 9  

The anatomical report made by the Duckworth Laboratory on the five in-
dividuals from this cemetery, whose skeletons with skulls and/or lower jaws 
have survived, showed several interesting features—Burial (v), for example, had 
a healed but badly set fracture of the left clavicle and marked signs of osteo-
arthritis, and most of these burials had worn teeth, heavily encrusted with tartar 
in the case of No. (iv), and suffered from periodontitis. The front teeth were also 
markedly overcrowded, so much so that a family relationship between the 
various individuals is not impossible. Presumably this site may have been a 
family grave plot used as required, but the interval between burials seems to 
have been long enough either for the whereabouts of the earlier graves to be 
lost or at least for any feelings of affection or respect towards them to be 
forgotten. 

Twenty feet to the north of this burial site an earlier cremation was found a 
year later (IL 451609). The calcined bones were placed in a decorated samian 
bowl, form 37, with the cursive signature of the potter MERCATOR who wor-
ked at Lezoux between AD 145_70.10  Its presence probably dates this burial to 
the late second century and the same date is suggested for another cremation 
found near it consisting of two cooking pots, the smaller one containing the 
ashes. 

Nearer the main settlement bones from three more skeletons were found and 
about * mile to the south-east another burial occurred (IL 452604). Unlike the 
others, this was well furnished with at least six samian vessels (two of form 35, 
two form 36, one form 46 and one Curie 15) arranged in tiers, the smaller 
vessels being stacked inside the larger. On either side were four rectangular 
greenish glass bottles of different sizes, two at least containing ashes. The group 
also included a large cylindrical green glass jug, much broken, a flagon of cream 
coloured pottery and an iron lamp and hanger (P1. 1). 
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Excavations in 1966 on the north side of Arbury Road (TL 455614) un-
covered two inhumations probably of late third-century date. 11  Nothing was 
found with one, but the other was the skeleton of an adult man who had been 
buried in a wooden coffin. Not only did the iron nails from the coffin survive, 
but also the soles of his footgear which were thickly studded with hobnails. 

P1. 2. Glasses and beaker, Gravel Hill, Cambridge. 

Huntingdon Road 
Leaving Cambridge by the Godmanchester Roman road, there are no accre-
dited burials until the discoveries between Howe House and the University 
Farm aboutmile from Cambridge, although a scatter of stray finds of Roman 
material nearer the town may also indicate grave groups. In 1861 several 
cremation burials accompanied by two or three perfect pieces of dark pottery 
and fragments, including samian ware, were noted in coprolite digging in a field 
west of the road between Howe House and Gravel Hill Farm (now the Univer-
sity Farm) (TL 431599). Nearby two stone coffins were found two years later, 
placed at right angles to the road. One coffin is recorded as being mended with 
iron clamps. Inside was a male skeleton which had been disturbed by water 
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getting into the coffin. Nothing survives from this burial, The other coffin, how -
ever, is preserved at the Fitzwilliam Museum. In it was a woman's skeleton with 
four small colourless glass flasks at its feet, some form of shallow bronze vessel, 
a colour-coated beaker and another pottery dish, and an amulet and two pins 

P1. 3. Glass jug and jar, and brown-glazed jar, Girton College. 

made of jet. Some doubt is felt about the association of these objects with the 
burial, 12  but the good preservation of the beaker and the four glasses, which 
alone survive (P1. 2), suggests that they were found in a coffin or some form of 
container. 13  Pottery found in the same area during the nineteenth century may 
come from further grave groups. Lysons mentions a mound containing Roman 
coins in the fields near Howe House. 14  This was destroyed when the Cambridge 
to Godmanchester road was constructed. It could have been a Roman barrow. 
Further south, Roman pottery is preserved from the site of the Observatory, 
but it is again uncertain whether it comes from burials or dwellings. 

Girton College 
In 1881 evidence for an extensive cemetery was discovered in the grounds of 
Girton College on a site which now lies mostly beneath Emily Davies Court, 
Tower Wing and probably Old Wing (TL 425608). 15  The majority of the graves 



ROMAN BURIALS IN THE CAMBRIDGE AREA 	 17 

belong to the Anglo-Saxon period, the earliest dating back to the beginning of 
the sixth century or even before, but at least six burials are undoubtedly those of 
Romano-Britons. Two cremations seem to have been buried in wooden chests 
and each was accompanied by an iron lamp and hanger. With one grave-group 
was a large square green glass bottle with a reeded handle, fragments of thin 

- 

zwpl 	 OMW 7 

7/ 

P1. 4. Glass bowl, Girton College. 

white glass from a small bowl or beaker, two samian dishes, both form 18/31, 
with stamps of potters at work in the period between Trajan and Antoninus 
Pius, and other pottery. 

The ashes of the second cremation were placed in a hexagonal green glass 
jug. With it were a small colourless glass cylindrical beaker (P1. 3), a glass 
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decanter, an unguentarium with the stamp C.LVCRETI-FESTIVI, and a pale 
green glass bowl with a realistic rendering of a duck with outstretched wings in 
a setting of Nilotic plants incised in outline within a circle on the exterior of the 

P1. 5. Stone torso, Girton College. 
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base (P1. 4). Both this bowl and the beaker may have been imported from Egypt. 16 

The decanter and the unguentarium seem to have been lost. The pottery in-
cluded an unusual brown-glazed bowl imported from Gaul (P1. 3), a ring-
necked buff ware flagon with reeded handle, two samian dishes (form 18/3 1) 
with the stamps BORILLI M. and PATERATI OF, Lezoux ware dating be-
tween Trajan and Antoninus Pius, and a form 33 cup of the same period of 
the potter Paulus, who also made one of the dishes found with cremation No. 1. 
Iron nails and bronze fragments including eight bosses decorated with lions' 
heads in relief, and rings with pieces of iron still adhering to them may come 
from the chest which held the cremation or from a box accompanying it. A 
third cremation with the burnt bones in a wide-mouthed grey ' flagon of late 
first-century type was found near the Anglo-Saxon grave 4. Traces of other 
cremations were also noted near graves 28 and 32. 

The inhumations included grave 29 which lay beneath an Anglo-Saxon 
cremation, and 34 which had a dark brown colour-coated beaker decorated 
en barbotine with a trellis design with spots of white slip found by its left 
shoulder. The head and the three upper vertebrae of the spine of this skeleton 
lay between its feet. Several graves, both Anglo-Saxon and Roman, were 
accompanied by large stones or Roman tiles, sometimes still embedded in 
cement. Near grave 59 a large rubbish pit full of black earth was cleared out.The 
upper levels contained Anglo-Saxon inhumations, but fragments of Roman 
pottery, animal bones and charcoal were found lower down. At the bottom were 
five pieces of sculptured stone, one piece part of a male torso (P1. 5). The sur-
viving portion may be the back of a figure wearing a leather garment with 
vertical seams and a stout belt over a tunic, the folds of which can just be 
distinguished appearing above the right leg. 

It 

Three other pieces comprise the head, paws and tail of a lion (P1. 6a, b). At 
first it was believed that these were the remains of a free-standing funerary 
monument, perhaps a lion pulling down a stag. But while this explanation 
could account for the head and the front paw, the other paw and the tail are in 
very low relief and there is no evidence for the lion's prey. Possibly the lion 
was carved on top of a tombstone. 17  It is the work in Ketton stone of a good 
provincial sculptor, probably a Romano-Briton. A fifth smaller stone fragment 
does seem to belong to a free-standing monument set on a rectangular base 
(P1. 7). It may be part of a crouching animal. Most difficult of all is an explana-
tion for the torso. It might belong to a mounted figure with one arm upraised, 
but the fragment is in too damaged a condition for this to be certain. 

The fragments of stone and tile found in the Girton cemetery could be 
evidence for a dwelling nearby, but on the whole it seems more likely that they 
were used for the construction of the more imposing tombs. The few Roman 
burials identified cover a wide period of time from the late first or early second 
centuries to the fourth or early fifth, with the Anglo-Saxon interments starting 
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P1. 6. a. Head, b. Paws and tail of stone lion, Girton College. 
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at an unusually early date. One Anglo-Saxon was in fact buried with an 
enamelled Roman brooch on one shoulder and an Anglo-Saxon one on the 
other. The enamelled brooch might have been picked up in the vicinity or it 
might even have been an heirloom, but this burial does underline the possibility 
that the break in the use of this cemetery may have been short, or that there might 
even have been continuity from Roman into Anglo-Saxon times. Further 
investigations by F. J. H. Jenkinson in 1886 produced more Anglo-Saxon 
burials, and two fragments of a decorated samian bowl (form 37) are also 
among the 1886 material on loan from Girton College in the Museum of 
Archaeology and Ethnology. 

Long Road 
On the south side of Cambridge two pieces of cremated bone and four samian 
dishes were found during land drainage for the playing fields of the Perse Boys 
School in 1960 (TL 462558), not far from the 'Via Devana' as it makes its way 
towards Worstead bottom. 

Grange Road and Newnham College 
Other, burials within a radius of two miles round Roman Cambridge include 
skeletons found along Grange Road, one accompanied by a ring-necked flagon 
of late second century date, during sewer excavations in 1903. The exact sit e  of 
this burial is unknown. Potsherds dating from the first to the fourth centuris 
were retrieved from these sewer trenches, probably picked Up over a consider-
able distance. Four skeletons were found in 1938 at Newnham College (TL 
440577) near but not actually associated with Romano-British pottery, so that 
their date remains uncertain. 

Chaucer Road 	 1 

Another cemetery with both Romano-British and Anglo-Saxon burials probably 
lay near the river Granta at Dam Hill, Chaucer Road (TL 445571). Skeletons 
and Roman pottery were noted hereabouts in 1719 and the Deck Collection, 
presented to the Cambridge Antiquarian Society in 1854 and now in the 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, includes both Roman pottery and 
Saxon brooches. The pottery comprises samian. platters (form 15/17) with the 
stamps ARDACVS and OF.LIC, the work of Gaulish potters working at La 
Graufesenque between A.D. 15 and 68, first- and second-century coarse wares, 
and colour-coated beakers dating from the late second century or later. A 
cemetery in use for some time is indicated, some of the burials presumably 
being cremations. A bronze spiral bracelet and a steelyard weight also come 
from this area and the settlement site at the end of Latham Road is close by. 18 
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P1. 7. Two views of fragment of stone monument, Girton College. 
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SOUTH-WEST OF CAMBRIDGE 

Barton 
Further away from Cambridge some burials also occur near known Roman 
roads, and others may of course lie near small unidentified byways. Following 
the line of Akeman Street to Arrington Bridge on.the south-west, the first site 
reached is Deadman's Hill, Barton (TL 414558) where a barrow, now destroyed, 
stood at the junction where the possible Roman road from Grantchester runs 
into Akeman Street. The site had already been levelled when it was examined by 
Walker in 1909 1  and he found human bones, iron nails, fragments of Roman 
pottery and Niedermendig lava millstones there. 19  In 1878 many Roman urns, 
coins and skeletons were found aboutmile away in the rickyard of University 
Farm (TL 408557) but one fourth-century cream ware mortarium alone survives 
from these discoveries. 20  

Lord's Bridge 
Hey Hill, another barrow, also excavated by Walker, stands beside Akeman 
Street just after its crossing of the Bourn Brook near Lord's Bridge (TL 394544). 
It is recorded as measuring 48 by 24 ft. and was 84 ft. in height. Near the centre 
a stone coffin was found 2 ft. wide at one end narrowing to 1 ft. 6 4  ins, at the 
other. instead of the usual lid, the coffin was filled in with a layer of large stones 
and gault, below which lay the disjointed skeleton of a woman Sft 2ins in height. 
Two bone hairpins lay near her skull and bones of a cock and a goose, with 
fragments of a large pottery jar were found in her coffin. The excavator believed 
that this burial had not been disturbed after deposition, go it is difficult to account 
for its state. More pottery fragments found outside the coffin include a piece of 
an 'engine-turned vase', probably third- or fourth-century colour-coated ware. 
A secondary burial, consisting of a skeleton without a skull and a few horse 
bones inserted into the side of this tumulus, is probably of post-Roman date. 2 ' 

In 1943 several Roman cinerary urns were found near Cambridge Road Farm, 
Wimpole (TL 341498). 

Bourn 
Further uorth aboutmile from the Bourn Brook at Bourn, and a mile to the 
east of the Roman road from Braughing to Godmanchester (TL 325572) there 
are three barrows known as the Moulton or Arms Hills. The smallest barrow, 
Sft high and 60ft in- diameter, is surrounded by a ditch lSft wide. Apart from a 
small exploratory hole which produced Roman pottery, it has not been investi-
gated. Both the other barrows were explored by Walker." They were con-
structed of the local boulder clay and stood 8ft high. No. I was 82ft in diameter 
with a ditch 22ft wide. When its centre was reached a large patch of black earth 
12 to 15ft square was uncovered, strewn with animal bones, scraps of bronze, 
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fibulae, pins etc., hones of micaceous schist, pieces of basalt-lava millstones 
from Mayen, West Germany, a coin of Marcus Aurelius and pottery, including 
the base of a samian dish with the mid-second century stamp of TRITVS F. In 
the centre of this patch, at the original ground level, was a layer of stones on 
which lay burnt wood, traces of human hones, and a piece of bronze with 
charcoal adhering to it, perhaps the remains of a cremation burnt in situ. 

Barrow No. 2 was 68ft in diameter with a ditch l8ft wide, but excavation 
showed that these were the measurements of a post-Roman barrow super -
imposed on top of the Roman, which survived within it to a height of 5ft and a 
diameter of 31 ft, with a ditch 5ft wide and 4ft deep. Debris, including three tile 
tesserae found in the ditch, may be stray occupation material from the original 
ground surface. At the centre another patch of black ashes was found 54ft long 
containing a few fragments of human bone, a whetstone, part of a colour-
coated beaker, bits of bronze etc., probably the remains of a burial similar to 
that found in barrow 1. From Walker's account and the fragments surviving in 
the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology it seems that these two barrows 
were erected either to cover cremations of presumably late second-century date, 
probably burnt in situ, or are post-Roman mounds incorporating a scatter of 
earlier debris. 

Burials of later date also existed at Bourn, as in 1942 a stone coffin was found 
during the construction of the aerodrome (TL 340590). As this was a wartime 
discovery no further particulars were recorded. The limestone coffin 7ft long 
and 2+ft  deep, with a damaged lid, is preserved at the Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology; others are believed to have been found with it. 

NORTH-WEST AND NORTH OF CAMBRIDGE 
Fen Draj'ton 
On the way to God manchester' from. Cambridge are the sites of two possible 
Roman barrows. At Fen Drayton, Low Hill, a mound 80ft in diameter and now 
4ft high has been noted, just south of the railway line in Low Fen (TL 479746), 
and pieces of Niedermendig lava and Roman pottery have been picked up on 
the surface of another mound, * mi le north-east of the windmill at Swavesey. 
In 1959 skeletons of two adults and a child accompanied by a colour-coated 
beaker with white painted scroll decoration were found near Middleton's Farm, 
Fen Drayton (TL 337683). 23  

Godmanchester 
Near Godmanchester the barrow, Emmanuel Knoll, excavated in 1914, was 
re-investigated by Mr. H. G. M. Green (TL 26570 1).24  Several of the town ceme-
teries have been identified at Godmanchester, 25  and a second-century inhuma-
tion, in a stone-filled grave, with pottery, glass and a bronze flask ornamented 
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with satyr's heads in high relief was excavated at Nun's Bridge, Hinchingbrooke 
(TL 2237 16).26  Three inhumations, two in stone coffins, were also excavated at 
Eaton Ford near St. Neots, in 1968 (TL 171605).27 

Barnwell 
In the British Museum are two glasses bequeathed by Felix Slade in 1868. The 
catalogue of his collection by E. Nesbitt records that they were both found 
together in a cemetery at Barnwell, Cambridge. One is a fine bluish-green 
flagon, the other a facet-cut colourless cup (P1. 8). They, date from the second 
half of the first or the early second centuries. Nothing else is known about 
Roman finds at Barnwell, apart from brief references to a samian dish and 
possible settlement in this area. 28  

Wi/burton and Sutton 
Going north in the Ely direction, a group of possible Roman barrows has been 
noted at Wilburton (TL 479746),29  and at Sutton a cremation placed in a small 
pot in a large second-century storage jar was found in 1955 in digging a drainage 
trench along Oates Lane (TL 358997). Two skeletons were found in the Grand-
ford settlement at March in 1969, but these may have been the result of acci-
dental death by drowning rather than of deliberate burial (TL 358997).° Burials 
have also been found associated with the Roman settlement at Whittlesey 
(TL 249971). 

EAST OF CAMBRIDGE 

Cherryhinton 
More to the south-east of Cambridge, burials of Iron Age or early Roman date 
have been found at the War Ditches site at Cherryhinton. 3 ' 

Fu/bourn and Hildersham 
A nineteenth century source mentions a square brick grave in which were some 
glass and pottery vessels at Fulbourn, and this may well be evidence for a 
Roman cremation. 32  In 1852 Lord Braybrook excavated a barrow 190ft in 
circumference 150 yds west of Hildersham church. He found it had already been 
robbed and the burialdestroyed, but noted that it had probably been laid in a 
saucer-shaped hollow lined with puddled clay. Presumably it was also a crema-
tion. Pieces of tile, a fragment of samian and other potsherds and a few bird 
and animal bones were found in the hollow. 
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Linton 
A year later Lord Braybrook investigated a cemetery on Linton Heath and 
uncovered some inhumation burials. A number of these were in a large barrow, 
but a reference to one deposit of burnt bones accompanied by a Roman urn 
of black ware suggests that the primary burial may have been a Roman crema-
tion. A piece of decorated samian ware and a white mortarium also came from 
this barrow and coins ranging from Vespasian to Gratian ; some of these, 
however, were pierced for suspension and were definitely associated with the 
burials of Anglo-Saxon date. The account in the Braybrook manuscript mentions 
that one of the other four barrows in the neighbourhood may be 'Roman or 
Saxon'. 

In 1926 another cremation was found at Linton in Red Church Field, in a 
circular pit 4ft in diameter cut in the chalk .33  With it was late first- or early 
second-century pottery, a bronze brooch, and a small bronze stud decorated 
with the mask of a lion. These studs were often used to decorate boxes, but as 
this burial was accompanied by the bones of a dog, possibly the stud may have 
come from its collar. 34 

When the Warden's house at Linton Village College was built in 1936, the 
skeletons of two women and a child were found (TL 557469). Excavation 
revealed the graves of two more children. With one were buried five bronze 
bracelets—one with snake's-head terminals and with three small finger rings 
strung on it, 148 jet beads, a tiny fragment of a silver ring, and a bone pin. 
Between the thighs lay half a shale armlet, and the neck of a greenish glass 
bottle with dolphin handles. A small jar lay by the right thigh and a bowl by the 
right ankle, both of grey ware and apparently broken at the time of burial. A 
nail and some charcoal were also noted. The jet beads are mostly cylindrical 
but two are carved to represent dentalium shells and one is facetted. These three 
and one cylindrical bead were more worn than the others and may be re-used 
material from an older string. The grave goods suggest a second-century date 
for this burial. No other graves were noted when the main buildings of the 
Village College were built and the excavator suggested that these graves may 
belong to a family group rather than to a large cemetery. They could have 
lived nearby, as the site, on a gravel terrace near a ford, is very suitable for 

34 occupation. 

SOUTH OF CAMBRIDGE 

Haslingfield and Hauxton 
To the south of Cambridge a cremation burial in a globular red-ware amphora 
was found near Cantelupe Farm at Haslingfield in 1877 (TL 412529).36  A 
Roman cemetery of some pretensions was noted at Hauxton during coprolite 
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digging in the nineteenth century. It is situated on the right bank of the mill-
stream on the east side of the road to Hauxton Mill (TL 434526). Both crema-
tion and inhumation burials were found with coins of Salonina, Postumus and 
Constantine II. Some skeletons are in the Duckworth Laboratory, while others 
and pottery of Horningsea type are preserved in the Leys School Museum. 
Pottery recovered between 1870 and 1874 is now in the Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology and includes a wide-mouthed jar of sandy-grey ware dating 
between A.D. 45-70, a ring-necked flagon of the mid or late second century, 

P1. 9. Glass and bronze vessels, Hauxton Mill. 

and two dishes, one of second-century date, the other of colour-coated ware 
imitating a samian form 38, dating from sometime between the end of the third 
and the end of the fourth centuries. Two small colour-coated beakers decorated 
en barbotine belong to the period between A.D. 120-230. One is a hunt cup, 
the other has foliate decoration. Two pottery lamps—one dating from the late 
first or early second century, the other a long-lived type found in Britain from 
the first century onwards—also occurred, as well as an open iron lamp of the 
second or third century which could be suspended from a hanger. 
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More unusual are the three fine imported bronze jugs, including an example 
with a trefoil mouth, which date from the late first to the end of the third 
century. Two bowls, a bottle and a flask of colourless white glass with a greenish 
tinge were also found and fall within the period A.D. 150-250 (P1. 9). The 
flask is an unique object for which no complete parallel can be cited, although 
fragments from other sites can be compared with it. All four glasses were 
probably made in the Rhineland, possibly at Cologne. :17 

The pottery and other objects from Hauxton show that the cemetery was in 
use for a considerable period of time and it is a pity we have no futher particu-
lars about the graves. The good condition of the glass and the bronze jugs 
suggests they were placed in a wooden box or protected in some other way. 
They may not all belong to the same burial, but such articles could indicate 
the existence of one or more barrows now flattened and unrecorded. 

Whittlesford and Ickleton 
Other barrows of possible Roman date in this part of the county include the 
three Chronicle Hills at Whittlesford which contained skeletons and fragments 
of red and black pottery (TL 45347 	and• a tumulus containing a stone 

39 coffin and human remains found near Valiance's Farm, Ickleton (TL 482418). 

Litlington 
We come now to Litlington and Guilden Morden, the two Cambridgeshire 
Roman cemeteries which are known to have been in use for the whole Roman 
period and from which numerous grave groups survive in the Museum of 
Archaeology and Ethnology. In 1821 a large cemetery was found in the course 
of gravel digging at Litlington (TL 314420) not far from a large courtyard villa. 
It measured 81 by I l4ft and was surrounded by walls of flint and Roman brick. 
It contained rows of cremations orientated east to west parallel with Ashwell 
Street which runs past the site . 4 ° The cremations seem originally to have been 
deposited about 3ft apart, but many of them had been disturbed by Roman 
inhumation burials of later date. Eighty urns containing human bones are 
mentioned, and these cremations were sometimes buried in wooden boxes from 
which the nails and bronze lock-plates occasionally survived, in graves lined 
with flints or tiles or merely covered by a roof tile. Two hundred and fifty 
skeletons were also found, some buried in wooden coffins. In two or three 
instances skeletons were discovered underneath cremations. Among the more 
unusual features noted, are the probable sites for the funeral pyres at the 
south-east and south-west angles of the cemetery, in an area where no burials 
occurred but where heaps of wood ashes were found 'as much as would have 
loaded five carts'.4' 
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The pottery and other objects from the Litlington graves were collected by 
the Rev. Dr Webb, rector of Litlington and Master of Clare Hall, Cambridge, 
and given by him to the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. A record of much of 
the material exists in the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology in the form 
of a book of water-colour drawings by Mrs Webb, and from this and the 
illustrations she drew for the brief published account of the cemetery, it has 
been possible to reconstruct many of the groups, although not all the vessels 
she drew have survived. Her record depicts 12 groups with two pieces of pottery, 
20 with three, and 3 with four, as well as 57 vessels apparently found singly. 

Usually the groups are made up of the cremation urn, a one-handled flagon, 
and/or a samian cup or dish, the larger dishes being used as covers for the urns. 
The pottery ranges in date from the late first to the late fourth century. One 
group is entirely made up of samian ware with cups of forms 33 and 35, and 
dishes of forms 18/31 and 36. Like the Arbury Road samian group it probably 
dates from the late second century. Many of the vessels apparently found singly 
probably accompanied the inhumations, as they are mostly third and fourth 
century types including 15 examples of colour-coated ware. Others may come 
from incomplete groups or poorly furnished cremations. The most noteworthy 
discoveries include a samian 'feeding-bottle', the 'honey-jar' (P1. 10), and a red 
beaker decorated with white paint. An incense-burner of fine white ware 
(P1. 10) has the base coned inwards and a fixed perforated domed cover with a 
central aperture rising to the rim of the vessel. Similar vessels found at Wall and 
Silchester and on the Continent date from the early second century. 42  They were 
probably made in the Rhineland. The Litlington example, however, is unusual 
in that its perforations spell out the name INDV(L)CIVS. A small two-handled 
flagon of similar ware was found in another grave. 

Other discoveries include small tongs and an incense shovel (P1. 10), probably 
used in the funeral rites, 43  and Mrs Webb notes simple bronze bracelets, one 
apparently found with a jet bangle, a bronze lock-plate and key from a casket, 
and a bronze implement. A few bronze brooches are also mentioned in the 
Cambridge Chronicle.44  Some large blue or white glass beads and one of carne-
lian survive in the Museum collections and Mrs Webb's record shows three 
smaller blue, green, and amber coloured beads, also presumably glass, and a 
bone pin and needle. 

Several pieces of fine glass are recorded from Litlington, but are unassociated 
with any of the grave groups. The fine pale blue flagon with blown ribs and a 
human mask on the body at the base of the handle is well known (P1. Ila, b). 
It dates from the early second century and was a product of one of the glass 
factories of the Seine-Rhine area. The lower half of an amber glass jug with 
brown ribs also survives and two green glass bottles with reeded handles, one 
still containing a cremation. Two unguentaria appear to be the sole survivors 
of the twenty lachrymatories recorded as accompanying the skeletons. More 
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unusual is part of a small horizontal keg-bottle, or 'barillet', of white glass with 
a yellow trail of a type made in the Seine-Rhine area in the third and fourth 
centuries (P1. 1 la). Numerous coins seem to have been found in the cemetery 
including examples of the issues of Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Quin-
tillus, Carausius, Constantine I, and Magnentius, 45  and these support the 
evidence of the other material that the cemetery was in continued use over a 
long period. 

P1. 10. Incense burner, 'honey-jar', tongs and shovel, Litlington. 

About 30yds away a rectangular stone tomb chamber was found, 27 by 22ft, 
its longer sides parallel to the wall of the cemetery and each supported by two 
projecting buttresses. Inside was a stone coffin containing the skeleton of 'a 
young person'. 46  Unfortunately no drawing of this seems to have been made 
and no further details survive. 

Limlow Hill 
About half a mile from the walled cemetery, is Limlow Hill where trial excava-
tions in 1934 revealed a rectangular area about 210ft across, enclosed by a care-
fully dug flat-bottomed ditch, 21 by 24ft wide and 54  to 64ft deep from which 
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Roman tiles and pottery of second-century date were recovered (52/322417). 
The site stands within the circumference of an unfinished Iron Age hill fort. 
In the middle of the enclosure a barrow 1 8ft high and 42ft in diameter existed 
until it was flattened in 1888. A rectangular pit 411 long, filled with large flints, 
was noted at its centre at the time of demolition and earlier records note 
skeletons with coins of Claudius, Vespasian and Faustina in or near the mound. 47  

Guilden Morden 
About 24 miles from Litlington is the large Roman cemetery at Guilden Morden. 
The first discoveries were made during chalk quarrying and included a fine 
colour-coated beaker decorated with white paint. Some casual 'digging fOr gold' 
is said to have produced four bronze vessels from one grave but these were 
thrown away in disgust, and many graves seem to have been destroyed by 
treasure-seekers. In 1924 excavations were started by Sir Cyril Fox and Mr T. C. 
Lethbridge. Fourteen cremations and forty skeletons were found in an area of 
160 square yards, but the bodies lay in all directions, earlier burials were 
disturbed by later ones, and cremations were often broken up by inhumations. 48  
In 1935 Mr Lethbridge returned to the site and excavations contined there 
annually until the war interrupted work in 1939. In 1935 he found evidence for 
forty cremations, fifty-two inhumations and at least five graves which had been 
completely rifled. Eighty-five cremations and fifty-five inhumations were found 
during the next season's work. Further excavations were carried out by Kenneth 
Jefferies in 1968 and many more graves await investigation. 

Like Litlington, the Guilden Morden cemetery continued in use throughout 
the Roman period, but in addition it has also produced a few cremations 
which definitely date back to the Early Iron Age. An inhumation burial of the 
first century A.D. is also probably of Iron Age or very early Romano-British 
date. It lay below two cremations, one with the fragments of two colour-coated 
beakers, and near another inhumation. A buff-ware flagon had been placed by 
its shoulder, a carinated grey beaker lay by the left thigh, and beside the left 
knee was a terra nigra platter on which lay four mutton cutlets . 49  First-century 
inhumations are uncommon, but examples are known from other sites including 
the Belgic cemetery excavated at Verulamium in 1967. 

One cremation found in 1924 was placed in a red-ware urn, possibly of mid 
first-century date. 50  The neck had been partly broken away to allow the burnt 
bones to be put inside, and it was propped up by three stones in its shallow chalk 
pit, one foot square. With it were hobnails and two bronze wire bangles. An 
amulet probably originally hung from one of them, attached by a fine iron 
chain. Hobnails from a pair of boots with soles about lOins long were also 
found with a cremation group in 1935, together with a red grit-ware storage 
jar, a small red-ware flagon and a samian dish, form 31, with the stamp 
BRICCI.M. Lezoux ware of Hadrianic-Antonine date. 5 ' This burial had been 
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P1. 11. a. Glass jug and 'barillet', Litlington b. Detail of mask at base of jug handle. 
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placed in a round pit in the filling over an earlier inhumation, and the pottery 
was accompanied by an iron lamp similar to the one found at Arbury Road. 

One of the 1936 cremation groups included a samian platter of form 18 with 
the mid century stamp OF CRES, a sherd from a similar platter and a form 27 
cup, dating perhaps from later in the century. 52  So much samian recalls the 
groups from Litlington and Arbury Road, but here the group includes a small 
bowl of fine black ware, also a first-century type. Other cremations with unusual 
types of pottery include a cooking pot with lattice decoration, found in 
19379 53  a cream-coloured bowl containing the cremation ashes, recalling 
similar examples from Litlington, 54  and a black bowl decorated with raised 
dots and rouletting, imitating a samian form Similar vessels found else-
where date from the second century up to A. D.200. 56  Two samian dishes, forms 
35 and Curie 1 5, part of a white flagon and a red grit-ware jar also belong to 
this unusually well-furnished grave, and the group is completed by two colour-
coated beakers, one decorated with ducks en barbotine. A fine cup of very deli-
cate white 'eggshell' ware, recalling the fabric of the Litlington incense-burner 
was found with a samian dish form 18/31 and a small flagon in a rifled cremation 
burial. 57  Another disturbed cremation produced fragments of a samian dish of 
form Ludovici Tg, with the stamp RIPPINI. On the underside are traces of a 
very indistinct graffito. MALED may appear on one piece and BAVN or M 
on the other, perhaps as part of a curse or charm . 58  

The rite of cremation seems to have continued at Guilden Morden at least 
into the third century if not later, as one inhumation disturbed a cremation 
which seems to have been associated with a group of later pottery, including a 
colour-coated dish and a beaker with a high foot and tall neck. 59  A bronze wire 
bracelet lay nearby. On the whole, little apart from pottery survives from the 
Guilden Morden grave groups. One 1939 cremation produced a pottery spindle 
whorl, placed inside the urn with a few bird bones. A small bronze wire ring 
and part of a little greenish/blue glass perfume bottle came with three pots from 
another group, 60  and a similar perfume bottle of clear glass was found with two 
more bracelets, a samian dish stamped PATERNI, a white-ware bowl and a 
small colour-coated beaker. 61 . 

Grave goods associated with the inhumation burials are less abundant and 
often difficult to identify with certainty, pottery from earlier disturbed crem-
tions tending to be mixed up with them. One curious burial consisted of part of a 
charred skeleton in a grave 6ft long which was found lined with charred wood. 
The skull was missing and there were no grave goods. It is questionable whether 
this may not represent some transitional stage between the rites of cremation 
and inhumation. Flat-headed and disc-headed iron nails occur fairly frequently 
showing that many of the interments were buried in wooden coffins. Among the 
more unusual burials are those of several children. One had a coin of Vespasian 
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in its mouth, and another had two bronze beads and a small bronze bell with 
an iron clapper hung round its wrist. 62  

The skulls were missing from several inhumations and two examples were 
found of decapitation, probably after death and before burial. Both were 
women, one possibly lame from rheumatoid arthritis, and their skulls had been 
placed at the feet in one case, and in the lap of the other. Decapitation of a 
corpse is a well-known way of laying a ghost, so possibly these two when alive 
had been unpleasant individuals, perhaps suspected witches. A male skeleton 
lay face downwards with his arms crossed as if he had been bound. His-skull,-  
although severed, was in its correct place. 63  

Like the cremations, little but pottery and bronze jewellery was found with 
the skeletons. A Kimmeridge shale armlet turned up with one in 1924, and a 
bronze ring with another. 64  Two bronze bracelets occurred with one burial in 
1935, 65  and a worn penannular bracelet found in 1939 was associated with a 
tall Castor-ware beaker of late type. 66  Two brooches lay near the throat of 
another skeleton, one an iron first-century type with several blue glass beads 
rusted onto it, the other an enamelled bronze of the second century. 67  They 
demonstrate the difficulty of dating burials, as many of the objects included in 
grave groups tend to be heirlooms or cast-offs from earlier periods. More 
interesting are four bone bangles and a double-sided comb found in 1938,68  and 
fragments of iron and bronze recovered from a chalk hollow cut in the side of 
a grave found in 1924. They included an iron ring, and cylinders of iron and 
bronze. The bronze cylinder about 2ins long had rusted iron links at one end. 
These cylinders may have sheathed a wooden rod and sceptre from which the 
fourth object, a bronze phallic pendant mounted on a crescent-shaped plate 
with a ring at the top, may have been suspended. 69  

SUMMARY 

The evidence for Roman burial rites in Cambridgeshire therefore is very varied 
although the lack of adequate records or of sufficient organised excavation 
frequently makes it unsatisfactory. The absence of properly authenticated 
cemeteries immediately outside Cambridge is particularly frustrating. The 
majority of the burials are not richly furnished, but they have produced such 
interesting items as the Litlington incense-burner, tongs and shovel, the Guilden 
Morden bronze fragments of a sceptre, and the sculpture from Girton. Some 
notable glass comes from Litlington, Girton and Hauxton and the three 
Hauxton bronze jugs are also rare discoveries. Litlington provides a good 
example of a walled cemetery. The rectangular stone tomb chamber a short 
distance away from it is also unusual and so is the tomb'chamber erected over 
the Arbury Road burial (i). The closest parallel to this is the temple mausoleum, 
also of fourth-century date, erected over a young couple laid in two decorated 
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lead coffins at the Lullingstone Roman Villa in 1ent. 70  The decapitated burials 
from Guilden Morden and probably Girton, and the presence of footwear with 
hobnailed soles at Guilden Morden and Arbury Road are other unusual 
features. 

A good series of barrows is known from the county although here again the 
contents do not compare with examples such as the notable group just over the 
Essex border at Bartlow. The Arms Hills at Bourn, however, have the unusual 
features of two superimposed barrows in one case, and of ditches surrounding 
all three. Another barrow with a ditch has been found more recently in Kent at 
Holborough. 71  

Better evidence for prosperity, in the fourth century at least, is provided by 
the presence of a number of stone coffins. These must all have been brought 
from Northamptonshire and their use must have added considerably to funeral 
expenses. No details survive about the examples found at Ickleton and Litling-
ton. The coffins from burial (iv) at Arbury Road, Hey Hill and Bourn are about 
7ft in length (exterior measurements), and the woman's coffin from near Gravel 
Hill Farm about 6ft 6ins. The Arbury Road coffin with the male skeleton is 
6ft 8ins, and it had to be split in half to accommodate the lead lining. The 
depth varies from 2ft 6ins at Bourn to 10ins for burial (i) at Arbury Road. All 
the coffins seem to have been widest at the head, narrowed towards the foot, 
and the Gravel Hill female burial had a coffin with a semi-circular head end. 
The man's coffin from this site had been mended with iron clamps. The varying 
measurements provided by these examples suggest that there were no standard 
sizes for stone coffins in the Cambridge region. Mention should also be made of 
a coffin with a rounded head recorded as found in 1820 in clay-pits north-east 
of Cambridge Castle, and the stone coffin which Bede tells us the monks of Ely 
fetched from the 'waste chester' for the burial of their foundress, St. Etheidreda. 
These were both probably of Roman date. 72  
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