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ANGLO-SAXON CEMETERY AT TUDDENHAM, SUFFOLK 

DAVID H. KENNETT 

SUMMARY 

A COLLATION, with illustrations and discussion, of the finds known from an 
Anglo-Saxon cemetery found at Tuddenham, Suffolk, in the 1890s isolates one 
definite grave group. This is reconstructed and it is suggested that the other 
objects represent about half a dozen female graves; the ironwork, suggests 
about the same number of male graves. The cemetery seems to be a small one, 
of some prosperity, dating to the late sixth century, with some evidence of its 
surviving in use well into the seventh century. 

INTRODUCTION 

THE first finds from the Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Tuddenham, Suffolk, to be 
acquired by the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, were 
accessioned in 1894, but like so much of the primary material of Anglo-Saxon 
cemeteries, they have remained without detailed publication. 'Research into 
the history of the finds is hampered by the lack of any known contemporary 
record of the discoveries and the researcher perforce must rely on some general 
accounts prepared much later than the discovery, a single publication of the 
only reliably recorded grave group and information attached to objects or 
entered in the museum register. The subsequent acquisitions of 1895, 1896 and 
1897 are similarly without publication and it is only the group of material pre-
sented to the museum in 1927 for which record of association survives. This is 
the grave group noted by Sir William Ridgeway in his work on The Early Iron 
Age in Greece of 1901.' For the remainder of the cemetery's finds, there are in-
complete and summary accounts by R. A. Smith in the Victoria County History 
of Suffolk of 19112  and by Cyril Fox in The Archaeology of the Cambridge Region 
of 1923. Individual items have been illustrated and these isolated pieces of 
publication have been noted in the catalogue. The catalogue seeks to list all 
known finds from the cemetery, with whatever information is available about 
their discovery. All finds are illustrated and the discussion seeks merely to place 
the cemetery in its context. 4  

As has been intimated, little is known of the circumstances of the discovery 
of the Tuddenham finds. The summary accounts place the cemetery close by 
the Cavenham Road, in a gravel pit, about half  mile south-east of Tuddenham 
church, in the region of TL 741704. 

Limited evidence only is available for grave-groUps. Only one is certain, that 
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recorded by Ridgeway, but there is one piece of more tenuous information 
worthy of record: 

the great square-headed brooch of Leeds' class A2 (7) is exhibited with two 
small strings of beads (17). 

For the remaining objects there is no concrete evidence, though labels on some 
of the pots point to further clues as to the original associations of these objects. 
Each scrap of such variety has been noted in the catalogue. 

Catalogue 
There are fifty-four objects in the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, 

Cambridge, which can fairly readily be identified as coming from Tuddenham. 
These include eleven brooches and seven pots. The order of listing is arbitrary. 
After the grave-group, the brooches are listed before the other jewellery, the pots, 
the weapons and the bone finds. All museum catalogue numbers are noted, and 
also given are references to previous illustration, or, in the case of the cruciform 
brooches, listing. Throughout the catalogue, and the rest of the paper, left and 
right mean the wearer's left and right with the head of the brooch uppermost. 

The Grave Group (Pls. 1, 2, Fig. 1) 
The objects in the grave group were found on 21 December 1894 and were 

first recorded by Sir William Ridgeway. 5  However, a shield-boss and a spear -
head mentioned by him have not been traced, nor could they be identified by 
the museum when the group was catalogued in 1927. The group was placed 
under the overall acccession number 1927.680.6 

Bronze cruciform brooch, worn on the right-hand side of the winged headplate, and lack-
ing side knobs. Top knob has a nipple expansion. There is a low, arched bow, divided 
down the centre and with two grooves on either side. There are divided lappets consisting 
of a stylised beaked head with a plain area between them. A stylised animal head ends in 
a spade foot below. Length 142 mm, width 54 mm. 
Literature Ridgeway, 1901, fig 142. Not listed Aberg. (27.680A) 
Pair of silver bracelets, flat design and repaired after ancient breakage. Decorated with 
triangular and V-shaped stamps on the outer edges and S-shaped stamps on the inner 
edges. Diameter 55 mm by 63 mm, width varies from 8 mm to 19 mm. (27.680.E.) 
Pair of bronze annular brooches, both very worn, with D-shaped stamps round the edges. 
Diameters 43 mm by 46 mm and 44 mm by 46 mm. (27.680.D.) 
Worn melon bead, mainly grey surface with the original blue vitreous surface showing 
only in the grooves. Height 20 mm, diameter 20 mm. (27680.B.) 

S. String of 19 amber beads. According to the Museum catalogue card, there were 27 
amber beads. The 7 amber beads (16) without a catalogue number should probably there-
fore be added to the 19 here. (27.680.B.) 
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P1. 1. Anglo-Saxon grave group of the late sixth century found at Tuddenham (1-6), 
scale in centimetres. 
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P1. 2 Great square-headed brooch from grave group (6), scale in centimetres. 

6. P1. 2. Large bronze gilt square-headed brooch, very worn on right-hand side of the head-
plate and left-hand edge of the foot. The headplate has two protruding ears above a 
rectangular main panel, enclosed by a broad bar. In the centre is a smaller rectangular 
panel with billeted interior, and the surrounding zone contains a pair of incoherent ani-
mals, with their hind legs and stranded bodies at the sides, their forelegs and neck bent 
back to the centre where they adjoin a full-face mask. There is a low bow, divided by a 
median bar, with a knob on the top. On the foot are two well-defined down-biting jaws 
above a lozenge-shaped central panel containing a double S design. There is an eye in 
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P1. 3. Great square-headed brooch (7), scale in centimetres. 

either side of this panel with a plain lobe beyond, and at the bottom of the foot a face-
mask terminates in a large disc. Length 115 mm, width of headplate 48 mm, width of 
foot 47 mm. (27.680.C.) 
Literature Leeds, 1949, no. 25. 
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Brooches (P1. 3; and Figs. 2 and 3) 

The brooches from Tuddenham, other than those of the grave group are 
listed in order of museum accession, as available in 1972 when corrections which 
have subsequently come to light were not available. 

7. (P1. 3) Bronze gilt great square-headed brooch, complete and without damage. The 
headplate is bordered by a set of masks, two on either side and four on the top, with the 

. corners co-joined, but worn (or broken) on the top right-hand corner. The central area 
of the headplate is enclosed by a broad plain bar and divided into three. The two outer 
areas are a jumble of limbs, each quite distinct but not making a coherent animal. The 
central area of the headplate has a face looking outwards with horizontal bars below, 
perhaps indicating a beard. The bow is plain except for some ribbing. The footplate has 
a pair of down-biting animal heads at the foot of the bow with a mass of jumbled limbs 
below them and outside the panel of the footplate. There is a running S design in the panel 
and a central group of bars. On both lobes and at the foot there is a face looking inwards. 
The lobes each have a flat face and the terminal one is raised slightly. There is a plain area 
round each face and a flattened band outside the main area of the foot. 
Museum accession number, 1894.11.  
Literature Leeds, 1949, no. 10. 
(Fig. 3) Bronze cruciform brooch, complete: winged headplate decorated with circlets 
and bars, cast in one with three knobs of the half-round type with small excrescences. 
The bow is low, arched with a median bar and central top square. Finely executed lappets 
with complex animal head design and a long animal head foot with broad curling nostrils 
complete the piece. Length 138 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.13. 
Literature Aberg, 1926, table 1 no. 115. 
(Fig. 2) Bronze cruciform brooch, complete, tripartite winged headplate with a raised 
central area, with three well-made knobs, half-round but slightly flattened with a flat 
expansion. The bow is short with a raised central square, and plain lappets forming a 
single panel with the central area, decorated with dots. The foot is a stylised animal head 
with wide cheeks terminating in a broad bar, which has a row of small dots on it. Length 
131 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.12, labelled as 'found February 1894'. 
Literature Aberg, 1926, table I no. 113. 
(Fig. 2) Small-long brooch, bronze, with square headplate, decorated with small circles 
on the edges but not on the top. It has a narrow bow and a diamond-shaped foot with a 
circular termination. Length 71 mm, width of headplate 26 mm. 
Museum accession number, 1894.107.A, labelled 'December 1894'. 
(Fig. 3) Disc brooch, bronze with five bosses on the face and lacking its pin. The brooch 
has been punched out of a single sheet of metal. Diameter 51 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.48. 
(Fig. 2) Bronze cruciform brooch, worn on the right-hand side. There is a single top 
knob with a nipple expansion above a tripartite winged headplate, with its central part 
lined with square-shaped dots. The edges of the headplate are concave and probably 
were so originally. Short bow, ridged. Lappets with indistinct animal ornament and a 
stylised animal head with joined nostrils at the foot, terminating in the remains of a ring. 
Length overall 130 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.107.B., 
Literature Aberg, 1926, table 1 no. 114. 
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Fig. 1. Cruciform brooch (I), silver bracelets (2), annular brooches (3), melon bead 
(4), and amber beads (5), found in grave group at Tuddenham, associated with 

brooch (6, Ph 2). Scale R  3 ' 
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Fig. 2. Unassociated objects from Tuddenham. Scale . 
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(Fig. 3) Annular brooch, bronze with heavy inner and outer rings, decorated with circles, 
most of pin missing. Diameter 43 mm. 
Museum accession number 1897.132. The old catalogue card states "a pair of annular 
brooches". 

Jewellery (Figs. 2 and 3) 

Apart from the brooches, there are three sleeve clasps, all fragmentary, a pair 
of tweezers and strings of beads. Weapon jewellery is listed under weapons. 

(Fig. 2) Sleeve clasp pieces, all of bronze, each from a different pair. One is divided into 
five bars, the second has a row of circles round the edge and the third three rows of dots. 
Museum accession number Z. 16168.A–C., found in a box labelled 'Tuddenham'. 
(Fig. 2) Pair of bronze tweezers, ornamented with a single line on either side, length 
43 mm. 
Museum accession number 51.382. 
(Fig. 2) String of seven amber beads: probably part of 5 (27.680.B.). 
Museum Not previously numbered 6, found in box labelled 'Tuddenham'. 
(Fig. 3) String of twenty-one beads with three extra ones. Those on the string are eight 
amber, one side of a central group of three beads—two blue glass streaked yellow and 
flanking a red cylindrical bead streaked yellow and brown—with seven amber beads on 
the other side. The three individual beads are two small blue glass and one black with 
three red and yellow protrubing knobs. 
Museum accession number Z.21619.B., found on perspex, exhibited with great square-
headed brooch (7). 

Pottery (Fig. 4) 
The seven pots from Tuddenham are catalogued in order of museum acces-

sion. All were found in the store of the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, 
Cambridge, and have indistinct labels. However, there is an identifying mark on 
each in the form of a white diamond, affixed to the pot. Similar distinguishing 
marks are, used for other cemeteries: a green spot for Little Wilbraham and a 
purple spot for Linton Heath. 

Small bowl, brown, roughly burnished surfaces, no decoration. Height 85 mm, diameter 
at rim 108 mm. 
Mueurn accession number 1894.243, with label saying 'found with skeleton, bronze flat 
fibula, thimble etc., February 1894', which is stratified over a further, partially indistinct 
label recording'. . . spearheads'. 
Small bowl, light brown ware, fired to black surfaces, heavily pitted, with a row of stamps 
on the shoulder between grooves. Height 110 mm, rim diameter 92 mm. 
Museunz accession number 1894.246, with label recording it was found with a 'large T-
shaped fibula' (?a Roman brooch: see note 6). 
Small bowl, light brown burnished surfaces, without decoration. Height 70 mm. 
Museum accession number 1897.143. with label 'Suffolk', found in store with pots from 
Tuddenham. 
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Small open bowl, brown burnished surfaces, no decoration. Height 62 mm. 
Museum accession number 1897.144 with label 'Suffolk' found with pots-from Tudden-
ham. 
Small jar, dark grey ware, with three neck grooves above three-line chevrons, bordered 
by circle stamps on the left and without stamps on the right. These stamps also appear 
under the grooves inside the chevrons. 
Museum accession number 1927.684, labelled 'Probably Tuddenham' (verbal information 
from Sir William Ridgeway). 
Small bowl, brown ware, burnished surfaces. Height 65 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894245 labelled 'found Tuddenham February 1894'. 
Small pot (? thumb pot) with a single pierced lug. Dian'eter 62 mm, height 46 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.244, found in tray of pots from Tuddenham. 

Weapons and Ironwork (Figs. 5 and 6) 
Ironwork, mostly weapons, now forms a considerable part of the material 

from Tuddenham, but it seems that not all items have in fact been discovered: 
Fox illustrated an axe, 7  not yet traced, and various early accounts note a 
sword, spearheads and a shield-boss, 8  of which only the second-named appears 
to have survived. In addition there is a sword jewel. 

(Fig. 5) Bronze pyramidal stud, inlaid with white, possibly shell, paste and red-coloured 
glass fragments, with a chip in one corner. There is a place for a strap to pass through the 
back of the object. Size 15 mm by 15 mm, height 10 mm. 
Museum accession number 1895.136. 
(Fig. 6) Iron spearhead, lacks socket; length extant 215 mm, blade 180 mm, width 30 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.106.C., found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron spearhead, lacks socket; length extant 188 mm, blade 165 mm, width 32 
mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.106.D., found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Square iron plate with wood attached and bronze rivet in the centre. Size 
32 mm by 29mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.106.H., found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Small circular silver plate, diameter 18 mm, probably a rivet capping. 
Museum accession number Z.21619.A., found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Square-sectioned iron hook, or bar, length 112 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.106.J., found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Single-edged iron knife, length 146 mm, blade 107 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.106.G., found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron spearhead lacking part of socket; length extant 321 mm, blade 203 mm, 
width 31 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894, 126, found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron ferrule, length 98 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.127, found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron spearhead, broken at tip and lacking socket; length extant 184 mm, blade 
162 mm, width 32 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.126, found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron spearhead; length 191 mm, blade 110 mm, width 36 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.47, found November 1894. 
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(Fig. 6) Iron knife, with worn blade; length 112 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.46, found June 1896. 
(Fig. 6) Iron knife, broken; length extant 73 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.46, found June 1896. 

39 (Fig. 6) Iron knife with serrated edge; length 93 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.46, found June 1896. 
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Fig. 3. Unassociated objects-  froiTuddenham. Scale . 
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(Fig. 6) Iron knife with triangular blade; length 109 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.46, found June 1896. 
(Fig. 6) Straight-backed iron knife with curved blade edge and very long square- sec-
tioned tang; length 151 mm, blade 84 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.46, found June 1896. 
(Fig. 6) Iron knife blade; length extant 86 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.46, found June 1896. 
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Fig. 4. Pottery from Tuddenham. Scale . 

25 	 26 

Fig. 5. Sword jewel (25) and bone gaming counter (26) from Tuddenham. The counter 
- is one of a set of twelve. Scale . 
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(Fig. 6) Iron ferrule; length 92 mm. 
Museum accession number 1896.106.E. 
(Fig. 6) Iron knife; length 116 mm. 
Museum accession number 1894.106.F. 
(Fig. 6) Iron hook. 
Museum accession number Z 16363. 
(Fig. 6) Iron hook plate. 
Museum accession number Z 16363. 
(Fig. 6) Centre portion of shield-boss grip; overall length 61 mm. 
Museum accession number Z 20457, found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron spearhead, with wood in socket; length 200 mm, blade 115 mm, width 
23 mm. 
Museum accession number Z 20458, found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron spearhead, blade only; length extant 109 mm, width 28 mm. 
Museum accession number Z 20457, found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron knife blade; length 75 mm. 
Museum accession number Z 20457, found November 1894. 
(Fig. 6) Iron object, at one end square-sectioned but with spatulate end, probably a 
shield strut; length 131 mm. 
Museum accession number Z 20457, found November 1894. 

Bone Finds (Fig. 5) 
There is a set of twelve bone discs from Tudden ham. 

26. Set of twelve bone discs, lathe-turned gaming pieces, with two holes in back. Diameter 
14 mm. Ten discs are white, two are black. All have passed through the fire. 
Museum accession number Z.21620, found exhibited as 'Tuddenham'. 

DISCUSSION 

The Grave Group 
It is strange that in the entire literature of the archaeology of Anglo-Saxon 

England the objects comprising the reliably recorded grave group from Tudden-
ham have never been discussed in depth. Individual items have received passing 
mention 9  but there has been no previous attempt to evaluate the importance of 
the grave group as a whole. In a field where associations are few, the occurrence 
of a cruciform brooch in association with a great square-headed brooch and 
other objects is very important. 

Because of its enlarged headplate the cruciform brooch (I) bears comparison 
with that from Holywell Row grave 16 10  and its foot is a stylised smaller version 
of the foot of Little Wilbraham grave 171's larger cruciform brooch." Assoc-
ated with the Holywell Row brooch was a pair of sleeve clasps with zoomorphic 
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ornament, the date of which must surely be well into the second half of the sixth 
century. 12  Some features of the Tuddenharn brooch are unusual. It is difficult 
to cite a parallel to the lappets and the lack of side knobs makes further com-
parisons invalid. The simple nipple extension to the top knob has many parallels 
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Fig. 6. Ironwork from Tuddenham. Scale . 
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including brooches figured by Aberg from Kenninghall, Norfolk, 13  and that 
from the Burton Latimer finds, a cemetery in Northamptonshire hitherto cited 
as being from the adjacent parish of Barton Seagrave. 14  

The pair of silver bracelets (2) have been cited previously in connection with 
flat examples from Holywell Row grave 11 and the single ridged piece from 
Sandy, Beds. 15  In the recent account of the Sandy examples it was noted that 
there can be little doubt of a sixth-century date for the form. The flat type with 
stamped ornament is found extensively in the Cambridge region: with various 
objects in Holywell Row grave 11 ;16 with a fused fragment of a great square-
headed brooch of Leeds' A3 class found in an urn of the Illington/Lackford 
potter at Lackford ;17  and unassociated fragments from Barrington and Ken-
ninghall. 18  Similar stamps to those used on the bracelets are found in silver 
collars of which there/is one without associations from West Stow, Suffolk. 19  
On occasion, as with the fragments from Barrington 20  and with the Long-
bridge, Warks., bracelet, 2 ' the ridged examples are also stamped. 

Flat annular brooches, such as the pair from the grave group (3), are common 
in the Cambridge region. Associated with florid cruciform brooches are examples 
from Mitchell's Hill, Icklingham, Suffolk, 22  and they have been found with 
great square-headed brooches of Leeds' classes A3 and B! at Holywell Row in 
graves 1123  and 1424  respectively. Associations with developed examples of 
Aberg's group IV cruciform brooches include St Johns, 25  Holywell Row grave 
58 26, and grave 171 at Little Wilbraham. 27  

The melon bead (4) belongs to a common group of Anglo-Saxon beads, 
which are often used as the centrepiece of a necklace, as with the seventh cen-
tury necklace from Garton II, Yorks., grave 728•  Single examples are also found. 
An example is grave 11 at Holywell Row. 29  Their dating is uncertain. A seventh-
century example has been quoted, but other examples, as for instance Minster 
Lovell, Oxon., grave 330,  with a pair of disc brooches, are much earlier. At 
Duston, Northants., where an Anglo-Saxon cemetery, basically of the sixth 
century, has been found in close proximity to a Roman settlement which sur -
vived well into the fourth, if not the fifth, century, melon beads have been found 
on both sites . 3 ' 

The amber beads (5) conform to the pattern of having their largest bead as 
a centre-piece. Twenty-seven were originally found but only twenty-six now 
survive. Amber beads are very common in Anglo-Saxon graves. A fifth century 
set occurs in Linton Heath grave 49 with an equal-armed brooch. 32  Later are 
those with a five-coil spiral saucer brooch at Abingdon grave and those of the 
necklace from grave 27 at Argyll Avenue, Luton, Beds., associated with a pair 
of small-long brooches with square headplates and lozenge-shaped feet and a 
group of bronze belt fittings to be dated well into the sixth century. 34 

The great square-headed brooch (6) was included by the late E. T. Leeds in 
his Cambridgeshire sub-group of his class A3 great square-headed brooches.35 
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The discussion by Leeds brought out the salient features of the brooch in rela-
tion to the others of its group. This discussion will be concentrated therefore on 
indicating links of the brooch outside the great square-headed type. Some 
features need emphasis, however, particularly the eye on the left of the head-
plate and the eyes on the terminations of the diamond-shaped foot, which 
closely link the Tuddenham brooch with those from St John's 36  and Linton 
Heath grave The border to the central panel, an especially distinct area of 
the Tuddenham brooch's headplate, harks back in its clarity to brooches from 
grave 1 1 at Barrington A 38  and Market 3 This reaches a level of refine-
ment not seen on the St John's brooch 36  and totally absent on a brooch from 
Lakenheath. 40  In its conjoining of the two central eyes of the headplate with 
a full-face mask, the Tuddenham brooch invites comparison with the central 
panel of the East Midland florid cruciform brooch from St John 's, 41  which has 
two eyes placed off-centre to imitate a face, with the distinct impression of a 
nose formed out of the bar  The bow and down-biting jaws on the Tud 
denham brooch are typical of its type, even though they are less elaborate than 
some. Similarly the eyes at the ends of the diamond foot have been mentioned, 
though it is worth emphasising that the brooch of Little Wilbraham grave 31 42  
has a face at this point, a development which can be seen emerging on the 
Lakenheath brooch . 40  This face is a squashed version of the faces of East 
Anglian florid cruciform brooches. 43  The East Anglian florid cruciform face, 
seen for example on a brooch from Exning, 44  is copied on the Cambridgeshire 
group of A3 great square-headed brooches. Tuddenham has a flatter version 
of this face but the whole comes alive on most of the Cambridgeshire group. 
The same fae, adapted to have curling ends to the hair, is present on the three 
arms of the Linton Heath grave 40 brooch 37  and the same brooch has the same 
face with long side curls at its foot. With the square-headed florid brooch from 
Kempston, 43  the face makes its first appearance in the East Midland group and 
these brooches develop and stylise the face still further. The disc at the end of 
the Tuddenham brooch is quite distinct in form from the near bar of the other 
Cambridgeshire group brooches, but bearing in mind the opening comments, 
one does not have to look beyond the cruciform brooch of Little Wilbraham 
grave 8146  to find at least more than an echo, which is repeated in the Exning 
brooch. 44  

There can be little doubt that the group dates individually and as a whole to 
the second half of the sixth century and probably well into that half century. 

Brooches 
In his discussion of the-  other great square-headed brooch from Tuddenham 

(7), Mr Leeds in 1949 saw it as a poor relation of the principal brooch of 
Linton Heath grave 9,48  and related both at somewhat long range to a brooch 
from Chessel Down, Isle of -  Wight . 49  The Chessel Down and Linton Heath 
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brooches share the same basic design of the headplate, which is repeated in a 
jumbled fashion on the Tuddenham brooch. Differences in the border are readily 
apparent. The Chessel Down piece has a framed border, but on the others the 
border is a series of free-standing masks. These are joined at the upper corners 
on different ways on both brooches. Finely executed free-standing masks, though 
of different conception, are a feature of Leeds' class B6 group of great square-
headed brooches. 5° Their corner treatment shows how they can coalesce. A 
brooch from Fairford 5 ' has a joined corner, but the brooches from Luton 
grave 4152  and Haslingfield 53  have the upper corner mask standing out. Prob-
ably analagous would be a comparison between the lost Marston St Lawrence, 
Northants., brooch 54  and that from Horton, Oxon., with the brooch from 
Coleshill, Berk s. 56  Here the process seen between the Linton Heath masks, 
joined by a pair of eyes, and the Tuddenham masks with squashed inward-
looking corner masks, is repeated. Not only is the use of free-standing masks a 
point of comparison between the A2 and B6 groups but the masks of the Tud 
denham brooch are themselves closely paralleled by those of brooches from 
Fairford 5 ' and Market Overton 51  of the B6 class. Individual brooches in both 
the B6 and A2 groups show either a decorated or a plain bow. Like that from 
Tuddenham, the Chessel Down brooch has a plain bow, as do Marston St 
Lawrence 54  and Market Overton 57  in the B6 group. Linton Heath grave 948  has 
a decorated bow like brooches of Leeds' B5 class 58  : grave 32 at Linton Heath , 59  

Quy, 60  and Ragley Park . 6 ' The Tuddenham bow may be compared too with 
the bows of brooches of Leeds B3 (South Midland) class. 62  The down-biting jaws 
of Linton Heath grave 9 are less jumbled in their accompanying ornament than 
those of the Tuddenham brooch. If anything these are the most cluttered heads 
found on any great square-headed brooch. The design of the central panel, a 
group of distinct' 5' shapes round a central motif, is not as clear on the Tudden 
ham brooch as on the Linton Heath piece, but the idea is repeated in an even 
less exact way on the B6 brooch from Horton. 55  The motif appears also on the 
B  group, 63  though it might be argued that these brooches have cabling rather 
than an '5' motif. The flattened band round the outside of the foot of the Tud-
denham brooch is a poor substitute for the light-and-shade border on the Linton 
Heath piece. This feature indicates a wider contact than is sometimes found in 
these brooches. In their treatment of the lobes, these two brooches differ marked-
ly. Linton Heath has a pattern on the lateral lobes and an upturned raised head 
on the basal lobe. Tuddenham by contrast has two flat faces on the lateral lobes 
and a very weak face on the basal. The apposite comparison for the Linton 
Heath brooch is with the lateral lobes of the great  square-headed brooches of 
Leeds' class B3 from Baginton 64  and Bidford-on-Avon, 65  all three from War -
wickshire. The piece-de-resistance of basal lobes with a face must be the Linton 
Heath brooch, but its parallels are B6 brooches like those from Luton 52  and 
Fairford, 51  and probably that from Market Overton ;57  presumably also that 
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from HasIingfIe1d. Other raised basal lobes occur on the B2(Southern)classB: 
from graves 28 and 438  at Alfriston, Sussex, and Guildown, Surrey, grave 
461;. In the B3 group, the feature can be seen in the brooches from Bidford-on 
Avon," 5  Offchurch, 7° Cherbury Camp, 7 ' and Brighthampton. 72  For these the 
basal lobe of the Tuddenham brooch is poor company, being a degenerate 
example, perhaps to be bracketed loosely with the Chessel Down 73  and 
Fairford 74  brooches of the B3 group, as deviating far from the model on 
which it was fashioned. 

Because it is so far removed from its prototype, the brooch of Linton Heath 
grave 9, the Tuddenham brooch is probably to be dated somewhat later than 
the other. The associations of the Linton Heath grave 9 brooch, particularly the 
pair of applied saucer brooches of the Kempston type, 75  suggest a late sixth 
century date . 7" Equally, this discussion has cited mainly brooches of types 
known to be of the sixth century, many of them unlikely to date early in the 
century. One can thus reinforce the suggestions of a late sixth century date for 
the Tuddenham brooch. 

The three cruciform brooches (8, 9, 12) all belong to Aberg's group IV, 77  and 
like the cruciform brooch from the grave group (1) to Leeds' sub-group IVb: 
brooches with lappets and having knobs with expansion s. 78  The first of the three 
unassociated examples (8) is a splendid piece. It resembles a brooch from 
Girton 71.1  in all but its knobs. Aberg classed it with a group of brooches typified 
by one from Londesborough, 80  but in reality it differs too much, par-
ticularly in view of the knobs, the lappets, the bow and even the foot. The local 
parallel, except for the top knob's florid excrescence and the plain side knobs, 
is much more close. A fairly close parallel to the brooch from Tuddenham is a 
brooch from Lakenheath. 8 ' The type with plain knobs is known as Barrin g-
ton, 112  Cambridge 83  and Girton. 84  There are three examples among the finds 
from Lakenheath 85  and another brooch from Lakenheath 86  has many of the 
characteristics of the type but differs in the style of its lappets and the top knob. 

The second of these brooches (9) can be compared to a brooch from Newn-
ham 87  and some very close parallels from the same site. 88  Many features, like 
the headplate, the knobs, the bow and the plain lappets, do find further parallels 
in this group which includes brooches from Great Chesterford, Essex ; 89  Exning, 
Suffolk; 90  Little Wilbraham, grave 168;' Barrington ;92  and St John's Cricket 
Field. 93  However, the Tuddenham piece differs from these in having a bar at 
its foot. Most readily paralleled in brooches of the Cambridgeshire group of 
Leeds' class A3 great square-headed brooches, there are brooches with this 
feature among those already cited from Barrington A grave 11,38  Linton Heath 
grave and Lakenheath. 4° The cheeks of the foot of the Tuddenham brooch 
can also be found on a cruciform brooch of Aberg's group III from St John's. 94 

The third brooch (12) has some affinity with a brooch from Lakenheath, 95  
which retains its terminal ring, but this is very different from the lappets up- 
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wards. Perhaps the closest parallel is a brooch from Trumpington, 6  though this 
does not have lappets and there is a simple form of top knob. 

The small-long brooch (10) is one of a group with square headplates and 
lozenge-shaped feet ending in a disc, of which there are other examples from 
Bidford-on-Avon 97  and Newnham, Northants) 8  Other finials found are tri-
angular as at Barrington B graves 23 99  and 79 11) 1) and crescentic such as single 
pieces from Watling Street 10 ' and Stapleford)° 2  

The disc brooch (11) is difficult to place but the annular brooch with a stepped 
cross-section '(13) can be seen as a more elaborate version of the basic flat 
annular brooch. 

Weapons 
The Tuddenham sword jewel (25), a bronze pyramidal stud inlaid with shell 

and red glass, is one of a number of such objects usually found in rich male 
graves of the early seventh century, such as Salisbury Racecours&°' and Broom-
field, Essex. 104  One unassociated from a site without any seventh century mater -
ial is that from Longbridge 105  but this may as af Tuddenham indicate a longer 
survival of the site than the other objects allow us to postulate. It could be that 
these objects are found earlier than the seventh century, as the remaining objects 
from Tuddenham and Longbridge might suggest. 

Bone finds 
The discussion has omitted the pottery from Tuddenham, 106  but there is a set 

of twelve bone discs, which may indicate cremation. They look to have passed 
through the fire,, or to have been in contact with a cremation before it cooled. 
There is a set of fifty-five gaming discs from Shudy Camps grave 85, 107  and 
another Cambridgeshire set of bone gaming pieces are the three horse-tooth 
draughtsmen from Haslingfield. 108  - 

The Tuddenham finds 
The material from Tuddenham is scanty, with only one grave group reliably 

recorded; the four unassociated large brooches—three cruciform and one great 
square-headed—probably each represent another grave. The remaining objects 
could be envisaged as other finds from these graves. This suggests about half a 
dozen female graves with objects. The seven spearheads suggest an equivalent 
number of male graves. 

Tuddenham, from the available evidence, is seen as perhaps a dozen graves 
with associations indicating a modest degree of prosperity. Two great square 
headed brooches in a sample of only fifty objects suggests a certain degree of 
affluence, as does the sword jewel. 
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It has been argued that ipdividually the majority of the finds date from the 
late sixth century, with one possible exception: the sword jewel whose asso-
ciated parallels are exclusively early seventh century. If the Tuddenham example 
is to be placed there, then the site must be seen as one which continues into the 
early seventh century. There is a growing number of sites of earlier origins which 
are seen as having a seventh century phase. 109  They include well-known ceme-
teries like Kempston, Beds., and 1-lolywell Row", Suffolk, and also less obvious 
groups such as Little Wilbraham and Barrington B. To these it would seem that 
Tuddenham should be added, and also Exning, as there are amethyst beads 
from this site. 110  

The importance of the Tuddenham finds lies in the material of the second 
half of the sixth century. Of these the grave-group with its overlapping series of 
finds is beyond doubt a critically important group for the late sixth century in 
the Cambridge region. For that alone, the Tuddenham finds have long been 
worthy of the publication given to them here.' 1  
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NOTES 

Ridgeway, 1901, 587, with fig.142; for items cited by author and year of publication, 
see bibliography, p. 00. 
V. C. H. Suffolk  1 (1911), 344. 
Fox, 1923, 265. 
A.L. Meaney, A Gazetteer of Early Anglo-Saxon Sites, 1964, 235 giving references cited 
n.1-3 and a short summary of the material is a more recent listing. 
Ridgeway, 1901, 587, is cited by Meaney, loc. cit. n.4, as including a sword and a knife. 
These I find no evidence for in Ridgeway' 's account, nor have I been able to find them 
in the museum. 
The original catalogue card also records: "a T-shaped fibula, Roman I-Il century type, 
labelled ' I of 4 found with 2 skeletons. 1894'. A loose label, attached to the [cruciform] 
fibula reads 'Two skeletons were found together. Four fibulae, 27 amber and I earthen-
ware bead, 2 silver bracelets, a boss of a shield, a spear, 2 circular brooches, etc.'." 
Fox, 1923, p1. XXXVI, 8A. 

8 Ridgeway, 1901, 587; V. C. H. Suffolk 1 (1911), 344; summarised by Meaney, loc. cit. 
n.4. 
Summarised in the literature, cited individually. I have not attempted to collate the refer-
ences to Tuddenham material in general discussions, but it is limited basically to the 
items cited. 
Lethbridge, 1931, 12 and fig. 6.1. 
Neville, 1852, p1. 4, no. 171. 
Lethbridge, 1931, 12 and fig. 6.3. 
Aberg, 1926, fig. 71, and table I no. 124. 
Aberg, 1926, fig. 77; see also D. H. Kennett, 'Burton Latimer: Anglo-Saxon finds made 
in the late nineteenth century', forthcoming. The site, ironstone workings, is in the parish 
of Burton Latimer, on the road from Barton Seagrave. 
Lethbridge, 1931, 8 and fig. 2.3; D. H. Kennett, 'Pottery. . . at Sandy, Bedfordshire', 
Med. Arch. 14, 1970, 27-28. 
Lethbridge, 1931, 4-9 with fig. 2 and 3. 
T. C. Lethbridge, A Cemetery at Lackford, Suffolk, (1951), fig. 17, 50.178B. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, without accession numbers, and 
British Museum, register numbers, 1883, 7-2 9  20-21. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, unpublished. 
British Museum, register numbers, 1876, 2-12, 31-32; there is also a worn fragment of a 
flat stamped bracelet from Barrington, British Museum, register number, 1876, 2-12,33. 
Kennett, loc. cit., n. 15 discussed the affinities of the piece before the stamps were visible, 
following a recent cleaning. 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, accession number, 1909.470. 
Lethbridge, 1931, 4-9, with figs. 2 and 3. 
Lethbridge, 1931, 11-12 with fig. 5. 
Fox. 1923, p1. XXVII.l. 
Lethbridge, 1931, 30-32, with fig. 15. 
Neville, 1852, 12, with p1. 4 and 8 for the associated brooches. 
Leeds, 1936, p1. XXVIII. 
Lethbridge, 1931, fig. 3.6. 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, unpublished. 
Northampton Museum, material from both the Romano-British settlement and the 
Anglo-Saxon cemetery is largely unpublished. For a summary of the Anglo-Saxon 
cemetery see P.S.A. 19, (1903), 310-314. 
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Neville, 1854, 106 the objects have not been illustrated to the best ofmy knowledge. 
E. T. Leeds and D. B. Harden, The Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Abingdon, Berkshire, (1936), 
43 and p1. XII. 
W. Austin, 'A Saxon cemetery at Luton', Ant. J. 8 1  (1928), 190 and p1. XXXIII. 
Leeds, 1949, 23-29, especially 25. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 22. 
Leeds, 19491, no. 23; not from grave 40 as given by Leeds' plate and text. For the brooch 
from Linton Heath grave 40 see E. T. Leeds in Ant. J. 35, (1955), 89-90 with p1. XXIIIb. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 21 
Leeds, 1949, no. 20. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 19. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, unpublished; for a brief discus-
sion of the affinities of this brooch see D. H. Kennett, 'Anglo-Saxon finds made at 
Brooke, Norfolk, 1867-1869', Proc. Cainb. Ant. Soc., 66, (1975-76), 99-103. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 26; not from grave 6 as given by Leeds. 
For general discussion of the florid cruciform brooch see E. T. Leeds and M. Pocock, 
'A survey of the Anglo-Saxon cruciform brooch of the florid type', Med. Arch., 15, 
(1971), 13-36; D. H. Kennett, 'A fragmentary florid cruciform brooch from Brixworth', 
J. Northampton. Mits., 10 (1974), 20-37; D. H. Kennett, loc. cit. n.41. 
Fox, 1923, p1. XXIX.2; the present author has in preparation a study of the Exning finds. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 141; for a full discussion of the varied affinities of this brooch see the 
appropriate section of D. H. Kennett, 'The Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Kempston, Bed-
fordshire: a reconsideration', (1968, unpublished). [Copies of this work are available for 
consultation Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British Museum, London, 
and Bedfordshire County Record Office, County Hall, Bedford.] 
Aberg, 1926, fig. 81; table I no. 133. 	 / 
Leeds, 1949, 11-16; the discussion of the Tuddenham brooch was written before the 
discovery, of the very fine brooch from Paglesham, Essex, which in style is between those 
from Chessel Down and Linton Heath see Curre,,! Arch. 5 Pt 7 (no. 54), (1976), 214 
with photograph. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 9. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 8. 
Leeds, 1949, 61-65. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 97. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 95; the grave is not directly given in the register of graves from the 
Luton cemetery, Ant. J., 8 (1928), 186-192; it can, however, be reconstructed from com-
ments, ibid. 182. 
Leeds, 1949 9  no. 98. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 102. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 101. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 103; a probable further example to be added here is Toddington, cited 
by J. Morris, Beds. Arch. J. 1 (1962), 71. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 96. 
Leeds, 1949, 60-61. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 91. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 92. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 93. 
Leeds, 1949, 47-53, nos. 71-82. 
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63 e.g. a brooch from Ipswich, Leeds, 1949, no. 57, being a late example of the feature seen 
on three other brooches from Ipswich, Leeds, 1949, nos. 41-43. 
Leeds, 1949, nos. 74 and 75. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 71. 
Leeds, 1949 9  45-47. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 66. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 68. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 70. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 72. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 73. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 76. 
Leeds, 1949, no. 79. 

74: Leeds, 1949, no. 80. 
Neville, 1854, 97. 
D. H. Kennett, 'Applied brooches of the Kempston type at St Johns', Pioc. Cainb. Ant. 
Soc. 63 (1971). 27-29. 
Aberg, 1926, 42-9, figs. 70-81 with table I, nos. 102-201. 
E. T. Leeds, 'The distribution of Angles and Saxons archaeologically considered', 
Archaeologia 91(1945), 69-72 with figs. 37 and 38. 
Fox, 1923, p1. xxvii.2, with associated finds. 
Aberg, 1926, fig. 76. 
Aberg, 1926, table 1, no. 104; Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, 
accession number, 1899.89. 
Aberg, 1926, table I, no. 147. 
Aberg, 1926, table 1, no. 166. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, no accession number, displayed 
as from 'Girton'. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, accession numbers 1899.90, 
1897.46 and without accession number, found 1897. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, no accession number. 
Fox, 1923, 244 and p1. xxvii.5. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, without accession numbers. 
These two brooches differ in their treatment of the foot. These two brooches and that 
cited n.87 are part of a current study by the present author of the finds from Newnham, 
Cambridge, publication forthcoming. 
G. Baldwin Brown, The Arts in Early England 3 (1915) 270 and p1. xlvi.7; contra A. L. 
Meaney, A Gazetteer of Early Anglo-Saxon Burial Sites, (1964), 85, this brooch is still 
extant in Liverpool Museum, accession number 7370. It was examined by the present 
author in February 1968. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, accession number 1904.448. 
Neville, 1852, p1. 4.168. 
Med. Arch. 15 (1971), 29 and fig. 3.d. 
Fox, 1923, p1. XXVII.l. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, unpublished. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, accession number 1897.2 lOc. 
Aberg, 1926, fig. 60; table 1, no. 49. 
Archaeologia 73 (1923), 102 and p1. xiii.l. 
Northampton Museum, unpublished. 
Camb. Ant. Soc. Comm. 5 (1883), 18, p1. ii. 3. 
Camb. Ant. Soc. Comm. 5 (1883), 25, p1. ii. 2. 
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J. Y. Akerman, Pagan Saxondum, (1855), p1. xviii. 8. 
V.C.H. Leicestershire I (1904), 234, p1. 1.3. 
V. I. Evison, 'Sugar-loaf shield bosses', Ant. J. 43 (1963), 42 and fig. 15.b. 
P.S.A. 15 (1894), 250-255; V. C. H. Essex 1(1903), 320-326. 
British Museum, Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, have the finds from 
Longbridge, mostly accessioned under register number 1880, 2-14, X. 
For a discussion of pottery with general affinities to the Tuddenham pots see Kennett, 
loc. cit. n.14. 
T. C. Lethbridge, Slimly Camps, (amnbridgeshire, (1936), 23. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology., Cambridge, unpublished. 
The evidence has been summarised D. H. Kennett, 'Seventh Century Cemeteries in the 
Ouse Valley', Beds. Arch. J. 8 (1973), 99-108, with full documentation. 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge, unpublished. 
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