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SAUNFORD AND VERE 

R. SWANSON 

OF the collection of medieval manuscripts in the possession of Christ's College, 
Cambridge, one of the prizes is undoubtedly an English Book of Hours, dating 
from the thirteenth century. The following notes began as an attempt to trace 
the history of the book before it passed into the College's hands, taking as a 
starting point a series of obits in the Calendar.' From a consideration of these, 
it soon became apparent that the previously postulated history of the manu 
script 2  was quite incorrect. The obits themselves fall into two distinct sets, one 
being from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, while the other is of Tudor 
origin. It is with the first of these groups, largely dealing with the families of 
Saunford and Vere (together with some of their connections) that this article 
is concerned. The later group consists of members of the Vernon family, 
ancestors of the present Lord Vernon. Although there was a distant connection 
between them and the earlier Saunfords and Veres, 3  it is nevertheless impossible 
even to guess at the book's history between the writing of the two sets of entries. 

In the first series, it is the family of Saunford which deserves most considera-
tion. This family has never received the attention it merits, an omission probably 
due to problems about the name which, besides being relatively common, 
appears in every possible variant spelling from Samford through to Staunford, 
although the most common forms are Sanford and Saunford. The family first 
achieved prominence when John de Saunford held Aston Sandford in Bucking-
hamshire at the turn of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, being also chamber -
lain to the queen, an office carrying considerable estates in serjeantry 4. The 
descent of these lands has already led to the theory that the Saunfords were 
connected to a family of chamberlains mentioned in earlier pipe rolls; specifically 
that John de Saunford's grandfather may have been Adam, son of Ailwin the 
chamberlain, and brother of Samson, who appears on the roll of 1130. Samson 
seems to have still been living in 1148. 

The connection between Adam and John seems, however, not to have been 
in the male line. In some legal proceedings of 1240, involving a dispute with the 
abbey of Waltham, Gilbert de Saunford (son of John) produced a pedigree 
which is invaluable for the history of the family. From this it is clear that Adam 
and John were related through the former's daughter and heir, Cecilia, who 
was John's mother 6. Who his father was is not recorded, but it may well have 
been another John de Saunford, who is mentioned elsewhere as holding some 
of the serjeantry lands (presumably lure uxoris) in 1165. 
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Ancestry is, however, only one of several problems which beset the Saunford 
family. The immediate family of Johit (II) requires some disentangling. From 
the proceedings of 1240, it seems that he had two brothers, Henry and Adam, 
who predeceased him, and to these can possibly be added a further brother, 
Jordan, who may, with Adam, have co-founded the Augustinian priory of 
Blakemore.. 8  There may also have been a sister, Cecilia, 9  but this is uncertain: 
possibly the person in question was actually John (1I)'s daughter of the same 

0 

As to his issue, again the legal proceedings prove useful. Besides Gilbert, 
who brought the case, there are two other sons mentioned, John and Alan, 
both of whom seem to have been dead at that date. But, although from the 
context John (III) predeceased Alan, there is a slight problem, in that a compact 
made between the Saunfords and the prior of Blakemore, in which Alan is 
specifically mentioned as already dead, was nevertheless witnessed by another 
John de Saunford. 11  He, however, may well have been John (IV), of whom later. 

The compact made with the prior of Blakemore is crucial for any considera-
tion of the Saunford genealogy in this period. Alan de Saunford is named as 
son of John and Alice his wife, and nephew of Gilbert Basset, the document 
being witnessed by a second John de Saunford, by Gilbert de Saunford, and by 
Thomas, Warm, and Fulk Basset. This Basset connection was a vital factor in 
the Saunford family's history throughout the thirteenth century. Alice de 
Saunford, alive at the time this agreement was made - her husband being already 
dead - must have been the daughter of Alan Basset, of Wycombe in Bucking-
hamshire. The kin-group derived from this connection was to have an important 
influence on English politics during the remainder of the century; while on a 
more mundane level it frequently appears to have acted in concert to attest 
documents."Alice and John de Saunford were both living in 1231,13  but in 
1233-4 Gilbert, their son, appears to have been finalising business begun by his 
father, 14  whose death can therefore be placed between these two dates. 

Apart from Gilbert, John, and Alan, John (II) is generally credited with two 
other sons - Nicholas and Laurence (who himself causes slight problems, being 
on one occasion referred to as nepos of Gilbert de Dauntsey, 1 ' a member of a 
Wiltshire family of that name with whom Laurence certainly had dealings 16) - 

and a daughter Cecilia. 17  These, however, do not appear to have been all his 
children. Throughout the records in which the family appears, there are several 
instances of names appearing together as brothers, giving an overlap, but no 
concrete evidence of filiation. This occurs in at least three cases, with Thomas, 
Roger, and William de Saunford. In each instance there is circumstantial 
evidence to support a possible connection: Thomas and William may both 
appear in the obits in the Christ's MS., while Thomas certainly appears, as a 
brother of Nicholas, in the Basset connection."' William, however, is mentioned 
as a brother of Nicholas only in a Roll of Arms, where he appears bearing the 
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normal Saunford coat. 19  It seems possible that he was himself the father of 
another Nicholas . 2 ° Finally, Roger is mentioned only once, as a brother of 
Laurence, in a lawsuit involving Gilbert de Saunford's widow. 2 ' However, a 
Roger de Saunford does appear attesting documents among the Basset group. 22 

Clearly, the evidence for any of these being definitely sons of John (II) is not 
convincing, although it does seem a reasonable probability in each case. 

On the other hand, there are two further children who can be added to the 
list, and who are much better known. These are Fulk and John de Saunford 
(IV), both of whom became Archbishops of Dublin. 23  Only Fulk appears in the 
Christ's obits. Accepting that John (IV) was the son of John (II) is dependent 
on providing sufficient proof of Fulk's paternity, which does not seem to have 
received much serious consideration. While his kinship to the Bassets has been 
acknowledged - he occasionally used their name as an alias - this has generally 
been interpreted to suggest that he was a bastard son of either Fulk or Gilbert 
Basset. 24  This, however, ignores his brother John, who is known to have been 
a bastard, 25  and who constantly used the name of Saunford, never that of Basset. 
Unless a Saunford mother is to be postulated, this situation cannot readily be 
explained. Yet, there is a fairly obvious answer: that Fulk, nephew of Philip 
Basset, was the son of John de Saunford (II) and Alice Basset. This clears up 
all the difficulties, allowing Fulk to remain legitimate, whilst leaving John (IV) 
as the bastard son of John (II). 

Finally, there is the possibility that Cecilia de Saunford may not have been 
John (II)'s only daughter. One of the reasons asserted for the aid which Philip 
Basset and Gilbert de Saunford gave to Henry de Bathonia in his struggles 
with Henry III is the close family connection between all three, Bathonia's wife 
Aline 26  being descended from both the Bassets and Saunfords. 27  As the marriage 
of John de Saunford (II) and Alice Basset appears to he the only such connec-
tion, she was probably their daughter. Certainly her name links her to this 
kin-group, appearing twice more within three generations of Wycombe 
Bassets. 28  

All this is rather circumstantial to the obits in the Christ's MS, in connection 
with which Alice, daughter of Gilbert de Saunford, is of considerable importance, 
especially because of her marriage to Robert de Vere, subsequently Earl of 
Oxford. She appears to be the pivot of the whole genealogical construction 
derived from the obits, and it therefore seems a reasonable probability that the 
book belonged to her. Those mentioned in the Calendar include many Saunfords, 
among them her parents Gilbert' -  whose date of death can now be fixed at 
30th March 124929 - and Lora (née de la Zouche 30) Others listed are William, 
Laurence, Nicholas, Thomas, Fulk, and possibly Sewal. 31  Occasionally these 
confirm or amend previously known dates: that of Fulk is unchanged at 4th 
May, but the date for Nicholas is here given as 20th rather than 23rd January. 
For the others, the obits provide new information, but of varying importance. 
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Laurence is recorded, in 1272, as having only recently died, 34  and his death can 
now be fixed at 8th March in that year. But Sewal is not otherwise known, 
William is too obscure, and Thomas poses difficulties: there are two possible 
candidates, either the brother or the son of Laurence de Saunford. The son was 
certainly dead by December 1299, but as the Thomas of the obits died in 
March, the gap between death and inquisition seems too long for the son to be 
meant, so the individual can probably be identified as the brother. If this is so 
then Alice is, significantly, the only Saunford of her generation to be listed. 

It is when consideration turns to the obits entered for the later part of the 
thirteenth century and early years of the fourteenth that greater genealogical 
precision becomes possible. Here, the extensive Vere connection dominates the 
entries. All the children of Alice de Saunford who died in her lifetime are listed, 
with the exception of her daughter Hawise. 36  Her daughter-in-law Margaret 
also appears, the first wife of her son Robert. Her death can now be fixed at 
25th March 1296 5  thereby eliminating uncertainties as to whether she was alive 
when her husband succeeded to the earldom later that year . 31  Three other 
members of the Vere family are listed: Alice's husband and his parents. The 
confirmation of her mother-in-law's death as occurring on 3rd February is of 
little value, as it does not help to provide a year. 38  However, the appearance of 
the obits of the Earls is of great importance: this appears to be the only record 
of their precise dates of death. That of Hugh can now be assigned to 18th 
December 1263, and that of his son to 25th August 1296. 39 

Apart from actual Veres, some of their relatives are also listed. Of these, the 
most important are undoubtedly the Mountchesneys; but there is one other, 
Reginald d'Argentine. Him I take to be the husband of Laura de Vere (whose 
death, however, is not recorded), and thereby brother-in-law to Earl Robert, 
Alice's husband. His death occurred in 1307/8, now being fixed at 13th Feb 
ruary. 40  

The Mountchesneys provide some uncertainties, it not being clear whether 
two or three generations are represented. Warin and William, father and son, 
both appear ; 41  but whether the Denise who is also mentioned was wife of the 
first or daughter of the second is uncertain. The latter is, however, the more 
likely: the entry is written in a hand which differs from the rest (with the possible 
exception of the entry for d'Argentine), and this particular Denise married 
Hugh de Vere, one of Alice's sons. 42  It seems a probability that, after Alice's 
death, the book passed to her son; and what more natural than that he should 
record his wife's death in it? 

In addition to all these individuals who can be fitted into something of a 
genealogical pattern, there are several namesin the obits which do notseem to 
have any direct connection with either the Saunfords or the Veres. Some, but 
not all, can be identified. Simon de Scharstede, for example, is already known 
from his inquisition post mortem; 43  while Guy de S. Amand I take to be the 
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son of Amaury of that name. 44  These two are from the later part of the thirteenth 
century, but others may not be. Richard de Ruly, for instance, may be the 
individual of that name who frequently appeared among the Basset connection 
attesting documents in the first half of the century. 45  

Even this still leaves a few individuals unaccounted for, and for whom I have 
not been able to find any suggestive evidence as to identity. Nevertheless, the 
obits do provide a useful illustration of the family connections prevalent in 
thirteenth century England, connections which all too often transformed into 
potent political forces. 

NOTES 

Christ's College, Cambridge: MS. 8, p. 1-12. A transcription appears in M. R. James: 
A Descriptive Catalogue of the Western Manuscripts in the Library of Christ's College, 
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longer recoverable). In addition to the obits, the entries for the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries include four other historical references: to the battle of Bellegarde (13th 
February, 1297), to the deaths of King Edward 1(7th July, 1307) and his brother Edmund 
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apud Burdeus", the meaning of which is not clear. 
James: op. cit., 26. 
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the first two. 
For their careers, see D.N.B., under Sandford, also A. B. Emden: A Biographical 
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D.N.B. 
Calendar of Papal Letters, i, 479. 
Charter Rolls, 1226-1257, 467. - 
Matthew Paris: Chronica Mjora [Rolls Series], v, 213. 
With the wife of Alan Basset of Wycombe [Cal. Close Rolls, 1227-31, 336], and again 
with the daughter and heir of Philip Basset [Complete Peerage, iv, 261]. 
On 5th April, 1249, his executors were granted a mandate to execute the will, Calendar 
of Close Rolls, 1247-51, 151. 
The article on Oxford in the Complete Peerage considers her parentage as unknown, but 
then gives it when dealing with the family of Zouche. See also Eyton: op. cit., ii, 208-9. 
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(al. Inquisitions post Mortem, iii, no. 510. 
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precise year of death; but the death of Joan de Warenne can now be dated to 23rd Novem-
ber, 1293. 
ibid., x, 220 and n.(j). 
ibid. ,x, 215 9  217. Their precise dates of death appear neither in that work, nor in F. M. 
Powicke and E. B. Fryde (eds): Handbook of British Chronology [2nd. ed., London, 
1961], 443. 
Complete Peerage, x, 216. 
ibid., i, 197. 
At 20th July and 5th August. See ibid., ix, 421, 424. 
For the two Denises, see ibid., ix, 424; xii/2, 254-6. 
Cal. inquisitions post mortem, iii, no. 414. 
Complete Peerage, xi, 297. 
Ancient Deeds, A.488, A.773 9  A.5018. 

APPENDIX 

Postulated Genealogy of the Saunford  Family 
Aldwin. Mentioned as a chamberlain in 1130. 
1. Samson. Mentioned 1130. 1148. 
1. Adam. Mentioned 1130. Died during the reign of Henry 11. 

2. Cecilia. A minor at her father's death. = ?John de Saunford (1). 
Mentioned as holding lands, presumably iure uxoris, in 1165. 

3. Henry. d.s.p. 
3. Adam. dsp., before 1234. 
3. ?Cecilia. 
3. John (11). Living 1-199, 1231. Dead by 1234. =Alice Basset. 

4. John (III). d.s.p., by 1231-4. 
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4. Alan. Living 1223. d.s.p. by 1231-4. 
4. Gilbert. Died 30th March 1249' =Lora de la Zouche. 

5. Alice. Died 7th September, 1312. = Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford. 
4. Laurence. Held Melbury Sampford. Died 4th March, 127 1. = Hawise Basset. 

5. Thomas. Died 1299. 
5. Alda. =Walter Foliot, of Melbury-Osmond. 

4. Fulk. Later Archbishop of Dublin. 
4. Aline. (1) = Henry de Bathonia. 

(2) ==Nicholas de Yatingdon. 
4. ?Nicholas. Held Aston Sandford 1234. Died 20th January 1252. 
4. Thomas. Died 17th March. 
4. Cecilia. Died 23rd July, 1251. =William de Gorham. 
4. William. Mentioned c.1252 2. Died 16th December. 

5. ?Nicholas.' Mentioned c.1275 2 .  

4. Roger. Mentioned 1250. 
Illegitimate: 

4. John (IV), later Archbishop of Dublin. 

NOTES TO APPENDIX: 

Eyton remarks [Antiquities of Shropshire, ii, 233 n.95] that at his death he left a son, a 
minor. However, no evidence is given in support of this statement. 
On these dates, see Trewlett, London, and Wagner: Rolls of Arms, Henry III, 92, 102-3. 
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