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THE CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS 

J. D. Pickles 

In recent years the Council of the Society has considered at length whether some 
parts of its various collections may be made more accessible to members and other 
researchers if they are placed on deposit elsewhere than in the Faculty of Archaeology 
and Anthropology. Supervision had become difficult and open access was clearly 
impossible. It was felt that certain material would be safer where professional care is 
always available with regular funds, resources for conservation, and modern facilities 
for students. Precedents for such a -  course exist in the removal of coins to the 
Fitzwilliam Museum in the last century, and of primary documents and slides to the 
County Record Office in this. Approval for this policy was accordingly sought and 
granted at the A.G.M. in May 1978. 

Here and in the next volume of Proceedings I shall report briefly on what has been 
done. It is not, of course, intended to disperse the extensive archives of the Society, 
nor its books relating to Cambridgeshire. The many valuable sets of journals 
exchanged with foreign and local societies will remain in the Haddon Library, which 
incorporates our general holdings and is open to members. It is to be hoped, moreover, 
that no one will hesitate to apply to the Librarian for answers to specific inquiries and 
so preserve a tradition of contact with other members. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION 

In 1904 a Photographic Record Committee was established, largely on the initiative 
of the late F. J. Allen, to make a systematic record with the co-operation of local 
bodies and volunteers of interesting features in the town and county before their loss 
through 'natural decay, accident, or wilful destruction'. The project was described by 
the then President, A. C. Haddon, as 'an entirely new departure ... to preserve pictorial 
records of everything of human interest that was photographable'. The Committee 
was most active in the thirties when it worked with the Cambridge Photographic Club 
under the leadership of W. M. Palmer. In all more than eight thousand items were 
brought together in what is certainly one of the fullest and finest county surveys of the 
kind. 

Lantern slides. These are now in the County Record Office at Shire Hall. A 
typescript catalogue by Mr Christopher Dobb has been compiled, and there are copies 
in the Society's Library and the City Library. Almost two thousand slides relate to the 
town and county, arranged parish by parish, and a further six hundred to special 



J. D. PICKLES 

subjects such as dovecots, mazes, windmills, and library history. The collection 
incorporates Palmer's slides for his lectures and publications. 

Prints and negatives. These are now in the Cambridgeshire Collection of the City 
Library. There are prints from most of the negatives in the main sequence, together 
with a not inconsiderable number of negatives still to be identified or from which there 
are not yet prints. To some extent the collection is self-indexing as the items are filed 
alphabetically by village, and Cambridge itself is treated in ten classes from 'boat 
houses' to 'yards'. Of prime importance is a subject index on cards which gives ready 
access to more than sixty subjects; the following examples, taken at random, are an 
indication of its value: 

barns, brasses, bridges, carts ... flora, fonts, fords, gargoyles... pawnbrokers' signs, 
piscina, ploughs, porches (church), pounds, railway ... tombs, trees, turf kneelers, 
walls, war memorials. 

It deserves to be recorded that a great deal of the arranging and classification was 
the laborious work of the late Miss Z. M. Scruby. 

THE PORTRAIT COLLECTION 

J. E. Foster (1847-1912) assiduously collected likenesses of university worthies for 
the Society. Most of these are photographs of the Victorian period of varying kinds 
and quality from newspaper cuttings and cartes de visite to full 'studio' portraits. 
There are very few negatives. Earlier figures are represented in engravings. 

This collection, which is admirably indexed by name, college, and office, has been 
transferred to the University Archives in the University Library. 
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