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FIELD OFFICERS' REPORTS, 1979-80 

The following excavations took place in 1980: 

Orion Longueville (TL 163970). D. Mackreth and F. O'Neill excavated two round 
barrows, one of which proved to be an unique Neolithic circular mortuary enclosure, 
and the other a Bronze Age burial mound. (Nene Valley Research Committee). 

Maxey (TF 128078). F. Pryor excavated part of a Neolithic henge and an Iron 
Age! Roman farming settlement. See below (Cambridge Archaeological Committee). 

Stonea (TL 449937). T. Potter excavated a Roman villa and a section of the Iron Age 
fort. (British Museum). 

Godmanchester. H. J. M. Green excavated on the northern edge of the Roman town, 
and revealed early Saxon occupation associated with buildings. (Voluntary). 

Cambridge. Rex Cinema (TL 446594). M. Woudhuysen cut a trench in the hope of 
finding the Roman defences but they had been destroyed by the Cromwellian ditch, 
which was partially visible. (Cambridge & London Extra-Mural Departments). 

She/ford (TL 435524). J. Alexander, A. Legge and M. Woudhuysen excavated 
cropmarks in the flood-plain of the Cam. There were six phases, two of them pre-
Roman and four ranging between the first and fourth centuries AD. Some ditches 
were for drainage and others for enclosures, possibly connected with the settlement 
that was excavated one kilometre to the west, 1976-9. The final phase was a packed 
gravel surface, probably for stock, in which were found several late Roman coins. 
(Cambridge and London Extra-Mural Departments). 

Sawtry (TL 175812). Sawtry Archaeological Group excavated a moated grange at 
Sawtry Judith. Two fifteenth century buildings with stone foundations and associated 
features were uncovered. (Voluntary). 

Huntingdon, St Benet's (TL 239718). A. Taylor and D. Cozens excavated within the 
church-site and uncovered part of the plan, the tower and indications of three phases 
of the medieval church that was mostly demolished in the seventeenth century. 
(Cambridgeshire Archaeological Committee & Huntingdon Local History Society). 

The following sites have also produced finds of interest:- 



/ 
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Cottenham (TL 486691). A quarry destroyed a Roman fenedge settlement. The 
principle crop-mark was a double rectangular enclosure that may have been a temple-
site. This enclosure produced over a hundred coins, mostly small change of fourth 
century date and a miniature "votive" axe, but pottery was very scarce and worn, as if 
by water-rolling. Another part of this field contained pits and ditches, not shown on 
aerial photographs because of approximately a metre of overburden, and produced 
quantities of Roman pottery, including two almost complete vessels, molten bronze 
and iron slag. The sole of a leather shoe was recovered from a waterlogged pit. 

Godmanchester (TL 249700). Redevelopment along London Road affected Ermine 
Street, a Roman cemetery and Roman buildings. 

Shingay cum Wendy. Drainage trenches through a Roman site next to Ermine Street, 
possibly a posting-station, were watched by J. Pullinger in September 1980. Much 
building material, including stones, tiles and daub, and a floor of rammed chalk and 
earth were noted in one trench, and in another there were three ditches, a thick layer of 
wood ash and a peaty deposit that was possibly a pond. Quantities of pottery, 
including Samian, red-polished, colour-coated, buff, coarse grey, black and shell 
tempered wares, and mortaria, plus two tesserae and a third century barbarous 
radiate, were recovered. The farmer reported that many Roman vessels and a cobbled 
surface were found when the new farmhouse was built, and Roman rubbish pits were 
found when the nearby road, leading off Ermine Street, was widened in 1970. 

Wilbraham. A fragment of a Roman lead vat, decorated with chevrons and a circle, 
with one lug and part of the rim, was found lying horizontally about 10 cms above a 
good cobbled floor, in woodland next to a villa site, and has been donated to the 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge. The fragment is very like the 
complete vat recently found nearby at Burwell (C. J. Guy, in PCAS 1978) (Found by 
A. J. Rank). 

A quantity of Early Saxon loom-weights that were almost certainly in a hut that was 
connected with an important Saxon cemetery were found at Wilbraham Temple. 

Finds Recording 
The Archaeology Workshop has continued to be held in the City Library on the first 
Saturday morning of each month and many interesting objects have been identified 
and recorded. 

Members are reminded that they are very welcome to come to this Workshop, either 
to bring artefacts to be recorded or with archaeological enquiries. Access can also be 
given to.the Cambridgeshire Sites and Monuments record if an appointment is made. 

Other Work 
Unfortunately the Special Temporary Employment Programme, described in the last 
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Proceedings, had to be terminated early due to government cuts, and therefore we lost 
the six assistants who were working on archaeological projects last year. However, we 
were able to start a review of all sites in Cambridgeshire which is leading to the 
scheduling of the most important ones as Ancient Monuments and to the preparation 
of surveys and gazetteers of particular classes of monument. The first of these is the 
Barrow Survey, which will be published in 1981 in East Anglian Archaeology, 
together with similar surveys for Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex. This publication, "The 
Barrows of East Anglia", is available from the Centre for East Anglian Studies, 
University of East Anglia, Norwich. 

Alison Taylor 
January 1981 

Fenland Survey 	 . 
The Cambridgeshire Fenland Survey continues at a slightly increased rate, so that 
now, having completed 100,000 acres, about half ofthe total area has beéninterpreted 

, in four years. 
From a careful analysis of the soils it is possible to assess the whereabouts ofthe fen 

at a given period: it is now clear that the Cambridgeshire fenland was always a very 
complex array of islands, peninsulae, lagoons and raised bogs. An article discussing 
the evidence for an acid-peat raised bog over most of the southern area will be included 
in a forthcoming volume of this journal. 

The main finding of the 1979-80 fieldwork season was the discovery of an extensive 
barrow-field in the parishes of Over and Haddenham. The admixture of alluvium with 
peat has given them a thick protective cover. So far twenty-three barrows have been 
identified, one of them elongated (a long barrow?), and all apparently associated with 
a 'causewayed enclosure'. The cleaning of a modern field ditch which bisects one of the 

• mounds revealed two cremations, one with an Early Bronze Age arrowhead (Hall and 
Pryor Proc. Prehist. Soc. forthcoming). 

Little Downham parish yielded many early prehistoric sites on pockets of gravel. 
• The location of a medieval port was found at Downham Hythe where there was a mass 

of pottery, querns and whetstones. The extensive Roman saltern-industry, already 
described in this journal for Elm, was extended into Upwell. The main landscape 
feature in this parish is the Fen Causeway, now appearing as a bank 2 metres high and 
40 metres wide. It seems to have begun as a Roman canal cut through peat with a road 
placed on the bank. Later it was widened by peat cuttings and became silted up. 

Swavesey was investigated as an example of a north-western fen-edge area: it 
proved singularly barren, which eventually will require explanation. 

Work continues on the archives of Wicken Museum each summer, through the 
kindness of the Curator and Trustees, and the diligent voluntary work of Ann 
Krayenbuhl. In the first instance all that is being undertaken is a list of the contents to 
identify early material: 
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North of Wisbech John Pearce and Angela Summerhayes continue their detailed 
survey and contouring of the Sea Bank and its breakwaters. The results will be 
published in a future volume of this journal. 

Dr T. Potter, of the British Museum, excavated a building at Stonea, discovered in 
the fieldwork season of 1978. This proved to be a large and rich structure, and is 
interpreted as the probable site of a proconsular palace. 

A more detailed account of the fenland fieldwork will appear during 1981 in R. T. 
Rowley (ed.), Marshland Landscapes, being the proceedings of an Oxford conference 
in December 1980. 

S 	 David Hall 

Welland Valley 
The summer was spent at Maxey, during which time we successfully completed the 
excavation of a Late Iron Age and Romano-British settlement occupying some 61/2 
acres (at TF 128 077). Preservation was outstanding and the extensive use of fine-mesh 
water sieves has lead to the recovery of a most important assemblage of animal bone. 
There is evidence that the inhabitants of this settlement primarily subsisted on 
livestock farming and that grainwas brought in from outside, ready threshed, to be 
ground in querns on site. The latter part of the summer saw us move to the west where 
we excavated considerable lengths (over lOOm) of cursus ditch, together with some 
50m of henge ditch. The latter was marked by an external bank (since ploughed-out) 
and had a single, east-facing entrance way which was the location of an oval mortuary 
structure, built of stout, squared-off, uprights set in a steep-sided trench some lOm by 
15m in plan. A crouched inhumation was placed at the centre of the structure which 
was, in turn, buried beneath a barrow sometime after its abandonment. The site has 
also produced further evidence for Iron Age settlement (ca 300 BC?) and for a small 
Middle/ Late Bronze Age house and associated field boundary ditch highly 
reminiscent of Newark Road Fengate. 

Work is currently in progress on the valley-wide field survey and preparatory site 
research is taking place at a second rescue site near Barnack, slightly further west of 
Maxey. 

S 	 Francis Pryor 
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