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FIELD OFFICERS' REPORTS, 1981 
The following excavations took place in 1981:- 
Cambridge (Gonville and Caius College). A. Taylor excavated a 16th-century wall containing 13th-
century carved Purbeck Marble architectural fragments. The report is published in these Proceedings 
(Cambridgeshire Archaeological Committee). 
Ely: R. Powell excavated several courses of masonry that consisted of part of the inner face ofthe medieval 
stone bridge, revealed in a sewer trench in Station Road. 
Godmanchester: St Ann's Lane. H. J. M. Green excavated the south gate of the Roman fort. There were 
also timber buildings, and a family burial group of the early 2nd century, one of which was a cremation in 
a decorated strong box, in addition to the early 4th century town wall (Cambridgeshire Archaeological 
Committee). 

'Chestnuts.' H. J. M. Green excavated the 1st century military road, a late Saxon system of lazy beds, a 
late Saxon or Danish road running to the waterfront, and 16th century cottage wall-footings and well 
(Voluntary). 
Haddenham: I. Hodder has started to excavate a Neolithic causewayed enclosure (Cambridge University 
and Cambridgeshire Archaeological Committee). 
Maxey: F. Pryor completed the excavation of a Neolithic henge which included a mortuary enclosure at 
the entrance and a round-barrow in the centre: see below (Cambridgeshire Archaeological Committee). 
Shelford: A. Legge, D. Trump and M. Woudhuysen continued excavations of crop marks in the flood 
plain of the Cam. There was a complex ditch system that appeared to belong entirely to the 4th century 
A.D. and indications, including much daub and one piece of marble, of a substantial building nearby 
(Cambridge & London Extra-mural departments). 
Stonea: T. Potter continued excavations of a Roman villa which is proving to be an extremely important 
and massive building, thought to be the palace of the regional procurator. An Early Saxon hall has also 
been found on the site. (British Museum). 
(Cambridgeshire Archaeological Committee is funded by the Department of the Environment). 

Finds Recording 

The Archaeology Workshop has continued to be held in the City Library on the first Saturday of each 
month and many interesting objects have been identified and recorded. Members are reminded that they 
are very welcome to come to this Workshop, either to bring artefacts to be recorded or with archaeological 
enquiries. Access can also be given to the Cambridgeshire Sites and Monuments record if an 
appointment is made. 

Projects 

Following the Barrow Survey, work this summer has concentrated on surveys of two important classes of 
archaeological sites: churches that have gone out of use and Neolithic monuments. The aims of these 
surveys were to visit each site and assess its condition, recommend which ones should be excavated or 
preserved by being made scheduled Ancient Monuments, and produce reports which will probably be 
published in these Proceedings. 

The Neolithic survey discussed settlements and burials. It also listed 5 possible long barrow sites, 4 
causewayed enclosures, 3 cursuses and 5 henges. One of these henges is at Maxey and has just been 
excavated and another is at Elton which was trial-trenched in 1978.   The report on this excavation is 
included in this survey. 

ix 



x 	 ALISON TAYLOR et al. 

64 churches in Cambridgeshire that have gone out of use were listed. This list included sites that were 
lost, or survived as earthworks, ruins, and deteriorating buildings, as well as those that are maintained, 
mostly by the Redundant Churches Fund. It appeared that apart from watching repair work the main 
problems for archaeologists are: to discover some of the lost sites, to record the ruins of buildings which 
are at present deteriorating, such as Denton, Ashley, Silverley, Caldecote, Halley, Wood Walton and 
Wyton, and to record some of the graveyards that are no longer used. I would be interested to hear from - 
any individual or groups wishing to take on some of this work. 

Alison Taylor 
September 1981 

WELLAND VALLEY FIELD OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Welland Valley Project is now in its final stages. The winter of 1980/1 was largely given over to the 
excavation of a Roman and Iron Age complex of linear cropmark features between the villages of Barnack 
and Bainton. This site was threatened by pipeline construction and the archaeological work was carried 
out under the auspices of the British Gas Corporation. The success of the excavation was largely due to 
the support and helpful co-operation of the Corporation, and of its principal archaeologist, Mr P. D. 
Catherall. Results of the excavation will appear in the Project's final publication, planned for late 1982. 
This volume, which will also include recent work at Maxey, and the broader valley survey which forms an 
important part of the Project, will be published by the Northamptonshire Archaeological Society as a 
monograph, uniform with Fengate Reports Three and Four. 

The evidence for extensive field boundaries in the later Iron Age that was an important feature at 
Barnack and Bainton is also seen at Maxey. However the final four months of the excavation (May-
August 1981) were largely devoted to Neolithic and Bronze Age features of a non-domestic "ritual" or 
ceremonial kind. These features included cursus ditches, a later Neolithic mortuary building, a large 
ditched "henge" monument and its associated central ring-ditch, internal bank and mound. The henge 
ditch itself was marked by a gravel bank which ran around its exterior, but which was broached by a 
single, easterly, entranceway which contained the mortuary house and two square-ditched earlier Iron 
Age barrows, of  type commonly encountered in, the so-called "Arras Culture" of eastern Yorkshire. The 
excavations also produced a most remarkable later find: the superstructure of  Middle Iron Age beehive-
style oven had collapsed into a shallow pit where it was preserved in excellent condition. Normally the 
above-ground component of such features is destroyed by the plough, but this example was rapidly 
buried and thus escaped this fate. Details of the central flue are finely preserved and are particularly 
important. The oven was lifted in a block by members of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory and will 
shortly go on permanent display in Peterborough Museum. 

F. Pryor 
September 1981 

FENLAND SURVEY 

The archaeological survey of the Cambridgeshire Fens, begun in 1976, has continued. To date about 
125,000 acres have been studied field by field, recording fen soils as well as artifacts, earthworks, and 
settlements. 

Since the last report Borough Fen, Upwell, Little Downham, Coveney, and Chippenham have been 
among the areas examined. As expected, there is much prehistoric activity on the light soils of the 
Chippenham region. Most of the settlement lies on the lower ground near to water, the well known 
barrows being placed on higher sandy ridges. 

Two of the most exciting discoveries have been buried barrow fields at Borough Fen, Peterborough, 
and in the Haddenham-Over fens. This last complex of some 25 barrows also includes a possible long 
barrow and a causewayed enclosure. There is great potential for the survival of water-logged 
environmental remains. 

The greater part of the Wisbech region silt fen is now complete. Study of the earthworks and place-
names suggest that there were already flood defences before the Norman Conquest, and a large scale 
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reclamation of 9,000 acres in the early 13th century. 
The success of the survey is evident in that the British Museum has made two excavations at the Stonea 

Grange Roman site discovered in 1978.   It appears to have been the residence of a regional controller (or 
procurator), who may have been the overlord of an imperial estate embracing all the fens. The second 
excavation season revealed an area of early Saxon occupation. Cambridge University has also started a 
long term project to investigate the Haddenham causewayed-camp and barrow-field with Francis Pryor. 
A committee has been established to co-ordinate all the work in the fenland counties, i. e. including 
Lincoinshire, Norfolk, and Suffolk as well as Cambridgeshire. 

All the Cambridgeshire region that has been surveyed is drawn up on the 1:10560 scale. Further 
information is available from the computerised record of the fieldwork results, and from the annual 
reports of the Cambridgeshire Archaeological Committee. A summary report can be found in 
'Marshland Landscapes', edited by Trevor Rowley. 

David Hall 
September 1981 
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