
PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN 
SOCIETY 

(INCORPORATING THE CAMBS & HUNTS 
. 	 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY) 

VOLUME LXXII 
for 1982 and 1983 

IMRAY LAURIE NORIE AND WILSON 
. 	 1984 



PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN 
SOCIETY 

(INCORPORATING THE CAMBS & HUNTS 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY) 

VOLUME LXXII 
for 1982 and 1983 

IMRAY LAURIE NORIE AND WILSON 
. 	 1984 



Published for the Cambridge Antiquarian Society (incorporating the Cambs and 
Hunts Archaeological Society) by Imray, Laurie None and Wilson Ltd, Wych House, . 	Saint Ives, Huntingdon 

ISSN.03093606 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

(INCORPORATING THE CAMBS & HUNTS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY) 





THE PROCEEDINGS 

The Editor welcomes the submission of articles on the history and archaeology of the County for 
publication in the Proceedings, but in order to avoid disappointment potential contributors are advised 
to write to the Editor, to enquire whether the subject is likely to be of interest to the Society, before 
submitting a final text. The Editor, if necessary with the advice of the editorial committee, reserves the 
right to refuse to publish any papers even when an earlier approval of the subject has been given. 

Authors are reminded that the cost of printing is high and that, all other things being equal, a short 
and succint paper is more likely to be published than a long one. It would also assist the Editor if 
contributors who know of possible sources for subventions towards the cost of printing their paper 
would inform the Editor of this when submitting their manuscript. 

The copyright of both text and illustrations will normally remain with the author, and where relevant 
the photographer and draughtsman, but to simplify future administration contributors are invited to 
assign their copyright on a form that will be supplied by the Editor. 

BACK NUMBERS OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

Members might like to know that a considerable stock of back numbers of the Proceedings can be 
obtained from the publishers, Imray Laurie None and Wilson, and that the Honorary Librarian has 
copies of many publications in the Quarto and Octavo series for sale. 
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2. EXCAVATION AT THE SITE OF ST. BENET'S CHURCH, HUNTINGDON, 1980 

Historical Background 
The dedication St Benet's and abbreviation for St Benedict's is sometimes thought to suggest that the 

church itself may be Anglo-Saxon in origin, which is the case in Cambridge and Lincoln. This site lies 
within the Saxon burh and there may well have been a church of this date on the site, but unfortunately 
there is no archaeological or historical evidence for this. The earliest written record that mentions the 
church dates to the time of Henry I, when it was granted to Huntingdon Priory by Rodbriht the Deacon 
of Huntingdon. In 1 147 it is mentioned in a papal confirmation to the Priory (VCH 1932, 145). 

The church and parish are referred to occasionally in later medieval documents but these do not give 
any information about its architectural developments except that in the sixteenth century there were 
four bells in the steeple and there was a light of St Anne in the church (VCH 1932, 145). On John Speed's 
map of 1610 there is a small illustration of "St Bennetts church" showing a tower with a steeple at the 
west end. In 1668 there was an order of Council uniting the benefices of St Benedict and St Mary which 
states that St Benet's 'hath been an ancient parish church but in the late unhappy wars totally 
demolished' (HRO 205a/7). In fact, the tower and spire survived this destruction and are shown on 
Thomas Jeffery's map of Huntingdon in 1768 and from this period we have the Steeple Warden's 
accounts for repairs to the clock. There were complaints about its state of disrepair during the eighteenth 
century and in 1802 a faculty was granted for taking it down (6.10.1802 Archdeaconry papers Acts of 
Court 250). The churchyard continued in use for burial until its closure in 1855. 

Repairs of an outhouse revealed foundations and plinth stones that were recorded by S. Inskip Ladds 
(Ladds, 1930, 164-6). He describes them as two walls about 2'3" thick, with clasping buttresses 4'6" 
wide, 17" in projection and 10'6" apart, and suggests they represent the north and part of the east wall 
of the tower. These foundations were covered over and not disturbed. Stones from St Benet's were used 
to build a rectory on the northern part of the churchyard (Ladds, 1930), and for the wall which bounded 
the churchyard on the north until the recent developments. The 'Barley Mow' at Hartford was built from 
stones from the tower. In 1981 some of the medieval masonry retrieved during the excavations was used 
in a 'gazebo' near to the site of the church. The surviving gravestones, which were of eighteenth and 
nineteenth century date, were also incorporated in the 'gazebo'. Other known relics of the church are an 
early seventeenth century chalice and paten, which are now in St Mary's Church, Huntingdon, and the 
ceremonial staff, now in the Norris Museum, St Ives. 

The Excavation 

Introduction 
The site of the tower was known from the work of Inskip Ladds, and therefore the approximate 

position of the rest of the church could be estimated. The whole area was due to be developed as a 
shopping centre, but there was only one small area that was not covered by buildings before demolition 
took place and could be excavated. Once demolition had started it was not possible for archaeologists to 
have more than very limited access to the site, and therefore the complete dimensions of the church are 
not known. The area available for excavation (Fig 1) was approximately 3m x 4m, was covered in 
concrete and proved to have a post-medieval cistern in the centre which had destroyed much of the area. 
However, the origins and development of the church were so obscure that it was thought worthwhile to 
examine whatever was available and the author, with David Cozens of the Huntingdonshire Local 
History Society and members of Cambridge Archaeology Field Group spent several week-ends in 
February 1980 investigating the site. 

Description 
The earliest part of the church discovered was the wall, (5), which extended to a depth of 1.9 m and was 

made of flints, bonded with gravel and mortar (Fig. 2). There were several pieces of tile at the bottom, 
lying on the natural subsoil. Within the wall were found tiles, a piece of limestone, and a sherd of twelfth-
century Stamford ware. The wall cut through a grave, (6), on the north side and another, not shown in 
the section, on the south. Therefore it seems to have been built after a church had stood here for some 
time. This may have been in a slightly different position, or built of timber with only slight foundations 
that were destroyed by graves and later constructions. The wider foundations 8 (Fig. 1) seem to be built 
separately from the wall, but not much later. Possibly they supported a porch over a north door. Even 
while this wall was supporting the north side of the church graves were dug next to it, both inside and 
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outside the church, some of them cutting throught the foundations themselves except where the wall 
actually covered them. 

The next architectural phase that can be recognised is the construction of a north aisle, a fragment of 
whose west wall (9) was excavated. At this time the original wall must have been taken down and 
replaced by a row of arches. Some fragments of fourteenth century carved stone that were found on the 
site and are now built into the 'gazebo' probably belonged to this phase. It was probably in the fifteenth 
century that part of the eastern wall of the church was taken down and an imposing square tower with 
buttresses built to replace it. The last improvement to St Benet's seems to be the well-made floor of tile 
and brick (10) that probably dates to the beginning of the seventeenth century (Fig. 1). Some of these 
bricks have now been built into the gazebo. Previously the floor would have been beaten earth or boards. 

When the church was pulled down in the late seventeenth century the walls were demolished to ground 
level and most of the building materials removed probably for re-use, and the site was levelled up with 
seventeenth and eighteenth century rubbish, including much pottery and several tobacco pipes. The 
adjoining churchyard continued in use, but St Benet's itself was soon covered with the outbuildings of 
the High Street shops. When these outbuildings were demolished it was only possible to have access to 
the site for one afternoon. During this time David Cozens recorded the dimensions of the tower, which 
were approximately 6.4 m along the east-west axis and 5.8 m on the north-south axis. The western wall of 
the south aisle was exposed for 4.6 m. It was .68 m wide. The corner of the aisle was supported by a 
diagonally placed buttress .63 m wide. It was not possible to trace the southern wall of the aisle beyond 
the angle of the buttress. The whole site now lies within a modern shopping precinct. 

The Finds 
Building Materials. Iron nails, window cames, unidentifiable lead fragments, post-medieval window 
glass, lime-washed and red painted wall-plaster and great quatities of plain tiles were recovered. There 
was one yellow glazed tile and much medieval masonry, some of it being carved. All the architectural 
fragments that could be dated belonged to the fourteenth century (Information: H. Richmond). 
Clay Tobacco Pipes - (R.J. Flood). In addition to a number of pipe stem fragments eight more or less 
complete bowls and two bases were found in the post-destruction levels. None bear any makers mark 
and they have been dated typologically using the type references of Oswald (1975). 

Medium sized bulbous bowl with a small, scarcely developed spur, type G17, ca 1640-70. 
Medium sized bulbous bowl with a large fiat based foot, this relates to type G6 but the marked 

forward projection or overhang of the bowl is approaching a style more typical of the southern counties 
or the West Country. Probably ca 1660-80. 

Medium sized bulbous bowl of type G6, but of the more typical shape for this area without the 
marked forward projection of the bowl, ca 1660-80. 

& 5) Slightly larger, straight sided bowls, with a less prominent foot of type G7, ca 1660-80. 
6) & 7) Longer elongated bowls with straight sides and slightly narrower more prominent bases, type 
G8, ca 1680-1700. 
8) & 9) Probably also belong to this period. 
10) Medium sized bowl, with nearly straight sides, type G7, ca 1660-80. The bowl has a moulded 
decoration of the so-called 'Mulberry' pattern on the sides. This is formed from a series of raised dots in 
the shape of a tree normally referred to as a mulberry because of a supposed resemblance to the fruit, 
although it has been suggested that cherry or orange trees are the true origin of the design. It seems to 
appear in East Anglia, particularly the Ipswich area, slightly before 1650, possibly as the result of Dutch 
influence. The main distribution of the design is a Midland one, roughly in the triangle Boston, 
Worcester, Chester and centred on Nottingham and Derby, occurring at a slightly later date. It is also 
found along the south coast, particularly in the Poole area, appearing here later still, ca 1690-1700. This 
particular bowl probably relates to the Midland group. 

Flint. One small Neolithic-type blade from a prepared core was recovered, lying on the old ground 
surface below the graves outside the church. 

Human Bones. The church and churchyard were used for burial before the first phase recognised 
on this excavation, throughout the life of the church and from then until the nineteenth cenury. There 
was therefore a great quantity of human bones, most of which were very disturbed and none of which 
were closely datable. A few graves were recognised but no skeletons were complete. Burials were inside 
and immediately outside the church and some (e.g. layer 4.) cut into the foundations of walls still in use. 



42 	 ALISON TAYLOR 

Huntingdon : St Benet's Church 	 East Section 

I
dor 

1 	I 	I 	II— 
I 	ia[1 	

I 	I 	
I 	

I 	 I 

dation 
..... 	

foun 	

: 

~i6,. 0 

	

 

naturat 	'lip 

 

Skutt 
o2 unexcavated 

 

g Grave 

Loam 
40 	 0 	 40 

0 : 0 

:0i 

	

10  0 	 C,  Grave( 
Rubble 
Walt foundation 
Mortar 

0 
- 	 :1 

lm 
F.- 

Huntingdon : St Benet's Church South section 

 

liq 	 W; 

WA 	 IVA ®r FAV 

------ 

 

Fig. 2. East & South sections 

 



CHURCHES OUT OF USE IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE 	 43 

Miscellaneous. 	Many fragmeits of post-medieval wine-bottles, unidentified iron objects, animal 
bones, oyster shells, coffin nails and a bronze pin, probably from a shroud, were found. These were 
mainly found within the post-destruction build-up. 

Saxo-Norman and Medieval Pottery - (Jane Carr). A group of 62 sherds was recovered, weighing a 
total of 525 g. These were mostly fragmentary body sherds, but included some recognisable fabrics in 
both sandy and shell-tempered wares. An applied thumbed strip in Thetford ware (probably from a 
storage jar or pitcher) and 2 rims, 1 base and 1 body sherd in St Neots type ware indicate a Saxo-Norman 
date. Fabrics identified from Bedford excavations (Hassall 1979) (Bi, B4 and B8, all shell-tempered; C  
and C3 sandy wares) were present, with an overall date range from the ninth to the thirteenth. A few 
glazed sherds of Lyveden ware, and two glazed bases in Oxford type ware (possibly Brill) were also 
found, representing jug or pitcher forms. These would indicate a date from the thirteenth to the fifteenth 
centuries. 

Post Medieval Pottery - (Jo Draper). 	This is rather a mixed group, including nineteenth-century 
stoneware bottles, but mostly consisting of local earthenwares with many glaze colour variations, all 
with small brown flecks. The forms are probably all of the eighteenth century. Sherds of note are: three 
fragments of different Staffordshire slip-ware vessels, all with combed slip decoration, and one plain 
sherd in a similar fabric with a large square comb stamping; two fine stoneware eighteenth-century mugs 
from Nottingham, and body sherds with shreds of clay over one surface that almost certainly come from 
a beer mug; a plain grey Westerwald mug sherd with 'Tudor rose' decoration; base of a small bowl, 
probably in English porcelain with two lines painted in underglaze blue; and a small rim sherd in 'Tudor 
Green'. 


