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OBITUARIES 

C. F. TEBBUTT, O.B.E., F.S.A. 

Charles Frederick Tebbutt died on 6 December 
1985 at the age of 85, in Sussex, where he had lived 
for nearly twenty years. There he had continued to 
the end actively engaged in the local archaeological 
field: he was a founder member of the Wealden 
Iron Research Group and ultimately its President. 
All this, after he had moved to the Ashdown Forest 
area with the intention of retiring from 
archaeology. 

C. F. Tebbutt was director of the long-standing 
family firm of timber and builders' merchants in St. 
Neots, where he had lived for over sixty years. He 
was awarded the O.B.E. for public services to his 
native community. He was in the best tradition of 
the amateur polymath, having a keen interest and 
wide knowledge of ornithology, forestry, natural 
and local history, and folklore. He followed in the 
line of such Huntingdonshire local archaeologists 
as H. E. Norris and Dr J. R. Garrood; his skills 
were heightened and his imagination fired by T. C. 
Lethbridge, and he did much invaluable work in 
rescuing and advancing the archaeology of Hunt-
ingdonshire in the post-war era before any form of 
'Rescue' or local authority archaeological frame-
work was envisaged. Perhaps his chief claim to 
wider fame lies in his discovery of the Saxo-
Norman house which produced the eponymous St. 
Neots Ware, although Sussex award this honour to 
his conclusive and model proof on the incorrect-
ness of older assumptions that the Weald was 
inhospitable and uninhabited. He had always an 
uncanny flare for the discovery of interesting sites. 
The original Roman sherds unearthed by badgers 
in the great earthworks in Overhall Wood, Box-
worth were spotted by Tebbutt. The same com 
bined interest in archaeology and badger-watching 
produced similar even more dramatic results in 
Sussex. 

His hospitality, advice, and friendship were 
always readily available, yet he remained essen-
tially modest and unnecessarily aware of his own 
inadequacies. The copy of the Wealden Iron Re-
search Group's 1985 publication presented to Teb-
butt described him, with justification, as 'field-
worker without peer'. To the end he was young in  

heart and keen of interest; it was always a pleasure 
to receive a visit from him after he left St. Neots, 
and to have to try and satisfy his eager questions on 
developments in the local archaeological scene. He 
served for many years on the Council of the 
Cambridge Antiquarian Society, where his unas-
suming manner, wise counsel and quiet sense of 
humour were much appreciated over a long period. 
He became an equally valued guiding influence on 
the Council of the Sussex Archaeological Society. 
His archaeological interests covered all periods, 
from the Palaeolithic to Medieval or later, as can 
be seen by his many and varied contributions to 
PCAS, which frequently form essential source 
material for the study of Cambridgeshire archae-
ology. The entries in the PCAS index under Teb-
butt are almost sufficient tribute in themselves. A 
further, and in his generation remarkable, aspect of 
C. F. Tebbutt's work is that all his research and 
fieldwork was published promptly and in his own 
lifetime, in various learned periodicals. He was also 
author of numerous books on Huntingdonshire 
industry, life and history. 

The author's thanks are due in large measure to 
the Sussex Archaeological Society for help with 
this note. But she, and other members of C.A.S., 
remember that we incorporate the old Cambs. and 
Hunts. Archaeological Society, and will always be 
grateful for having known and worked with Fred 
Tebbutt and shared his enthusiasms. 

H. K. CAMERON, Ph.D., F.R.S.C., F.S.A. 

Hugh Keith Cameron was the Museum of Archae-
ology and Anthropology's Honorary Keeper of the 
Brass-Rubbings Collection from 1974 until his 
death aged 77 on 13 May 1985. He took over the 
Collection shortly after the retirement from the 
Curatorship of Dr Geoffrey Bushnell, a fellow 
founder member of the Monumental Brass Society. 
Cameron's interest in monumental brasses was 
inspired by his father and dated from his early 
'teens; he became an energetic and leading member 
of that Society, and eventually its President from 
1969 to 1985. He was also a member ofthe Victoria 



2 
	 M. D. CRA'STER 

County History Committee, and a Council member• 
of the Royal Archaeological Institute. 

Professionally he was a distinguished chemical 
engineer, and a member off the Institution of 
Chemical Engineers, the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, and the Society of Chemical Industry, 
as well as a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Chemistry. He was a freeman of the Worshipful 
Company of Salters of the City of London and 
joined the Company's livery in 1956; these links 
dated from their support for his researches in 
Germany and Austria in 1918. These journeys bore 
rich fruit in his later studies of monumental brasses 
on the European Continent. 

During the Second World War he was engaged 
in important research into the development of 
high-intensity searchlights, and was promoted to 
the senior grade at the Research Laboratories. 
Later he became eminent in the engineering field, 
being successively Head of the Chemistry and 
Engineering Divisions of Wembley Laboratories, 
Manager of the Atomic Energy Division of the 
Erith Works of G.E.C., and finally Director for 
Development to G.E.C. (Engineering) Ltd., as well 
as holding several other directorships within the 
Group. 

In 1966 he 'retired' to Cambridge to become 
Manager of the Control Engineering Section of the 
University Department of Engineering. At this 
period he also became the first Bursar of Clare Hall 
and supervised the building of the college. 

The repair of monumental brasses had been a 
spare-time interest of his since the 1950s, to which 
his knowledge of metallurgy greatly contributed. 
After his second retirement in 1972, he formed the 
Monumental Brass Society's Laboratory for the 
Study and Repair of Brasses, housed in the Cam-
bridge University Department of Metallurgy. The 
repairs and restoration of brasses carried out there 
were many and extensive. He also contributed his 
knowledge and experience of their conservation as 
Chairman of the Metals Sub-committee of the 
Council for the Care of Churches 

He now had more time for research, specifically 
on medieval metallurgy and the different schools of 
monumental brass engravers. One of the rewards 
of lifting brasses for repair had been the discovery 
of those made from reused metal from older 
brasses - palimpsests. Some of these engravings 
found on the back were parts of Flemish monu 
mental brasses. The Flemish school became 
Cameron's special field and his delight in them was 
infectious. It is largely due to him that their out-
standing quality has received more worthy recogni-
tion. He researched and proved their origin, drew  

attention to their elaborate, intricacy, and collected 
a large number of books and pamphlets, now 
housed in the Flemish section of the Monumental 
Brass Society's library. He wrote several articles, 
some already published, which were really designed 
as potential chapters for a book on Flemish 
brasses. It is now hoped that the generosity of the 
Francis Coles Charitable Foundation will soon 
enable this project to be realized. 

His interest in Continental brasses dated from 
his pre-war research abroad, and he was able to 
record a number of brasses subsequently destroyed 
or badly damaged in the hostilities. This work 
culminated in his pioneering List of Monumental 
Brasses on the Continent ofEurope (along the lines 
of Mill Stephenson's classic List of Monumental 
Brasses in the British Isles), giving details of over 
700 brasses in fifteen countries. 

In addition he completed much the greater part 
of an account of all brasses in the former County of 
Middlesex. The extent ofhis research can be seen at 
a glance in the incomplete list of his publications at 
the end of the obituary in Vol. XIII of the Trans-
actions of the Monumental Brass Society (1984) 
part 5, to which the author of this notice acknow-
ledges an extensive debt. 

The Cambridge Antiquarian Society and the 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology are 
also greatly in Keith Cameron's debt, and can only 
wonder that in the midst of all this activity he 
found time and energy to do extensive work on 
collating the Society's collection of rubbings. 1  He 
constantly emphasised its value, both as an histori-
cal record and for its importance and its early 
origin in the enthusiasm of Ralph Griffin and his 
disciples, the Cambridge brass-rubbers who were 
the forerunners and founders of the Monumental 
Brass Society. We are grateful for his gifts as a 
lecturer and his eager and scholarly love for his 
subject, as well as for his skill and hard work, the 
extent of which few of us fully appreciated. 

M. D. CRA'STER 

1  The Cambridge Antiquarian Society's Collection of 
Brass-rubbings originated in a bequest in 1920from G. H. 
C. Crisp. Over the years, Ralph Grffin and his successors 
catalogued and annotated it, and added greatly to its size 
and scope. They used a two-volume, interleaved and bound 
galley of Mill Stephenson 's 'List', always known as 'The 
Bible', and now a mine ofuseful information. 

It is fitting, in this centenary year of the Cambridge 
University Association of Brass Collectors - whence 
sprung the Monumental Brass Society -, that the C.A.S. 
Collection ofRubbings is being installed in the care of the 
Map Room in the Cambridge University Library, where it 
will be easier ofaccess to present andfuture generations of 
Keith Cameron'sfellow enthusiasts. 



EXCAVATIONS AT GREAT CHESTERFORD, ESSEX, 

1953-5 

Jo DRAPER 

With contributions from Sarnia Butcher; Kay Hartley; Martin Henig; 
W. H. Manning; Paul Munro-Walker; Hedley Pengelly; 

Dale Serjeantson; and Hugh Toiler 

Rescue excavations were carried out to the north 
ofthe Roman tOwn ofGreat Chesterford in February 
to June 1953, by F. K. Annable, with the Saxon 
burials being dug by V. I. Evison. Further excavation 
of the Saxon cemetery was undertaken in 1954 and 
55, and the Roman materialfrom those two years is 
included in this report. The Saxon cemetery will be 
the subject of a separate report by Professor V. I. 
Evison. 

Gravel extraction had destroyed several Saxon 
graves before the excavation, and the excavation was 
successful in encountering more ofthe cemetery. The 
area of the excavation was thought to be within the 
early Roman fort, of which only one ditch was then 
known. No remains of this early period were found, 
and aerialphotographs have since demonstrated that 
the ditchfound in 1948 was the northern boundary of 
the fort (Rodwell 1972) so that the area under 
consideration was to the north of the fort, and not 
within it (Fig. 1). This report was prepared on 
behalf of HBMC in 1984/5. 

History ofthe Site 

The Roman town, lying a little to the north of 
the medieval village of Great Chesterford, has been 
known since the early eighteenth century, when 
Stukeley 'had the pleasure to walk around an old 
Roman city there, upon the walls, which are still 
visible above ground' (visited in 1719, quoted Brin-
son 1963, 72-3). The walls were subsequently •  
robbed for houses and road-making. 

From 1 845 to about 1860 excavations within the 
town, and on Roman cemeteries outside it, were 
carried on by R. C. Neville. He excavated one 
masonry building inside the town, along with many 
rubbish pits and other features, and a temple a mile 
east of the town. Parts of the cemetery excavated to  

the north and north-west of the town may be close 
to the 1953-55 area. 

Large scale excavations in the northern part of 
the town were carried out by Major J. G. S. 
Brinson in 1948-9, and are summarised him in 
VCH Essex vol. III (72-88). Occupation from the 
early second to the fourth or early fifth century was 
found, and the town wall was dated to the early 
fourth century. 

The Great Chesterford Archaeology Group 
recorded finds from the route of the motorway 
(Mu) which was built to the west of the site in 
1977, partly cutting the 1953-5 trenches. They have 
also re-excavated the temple to the east of the town 
(Britannia X, 1979, 309-311) and observed or exca-
vated both within the walled town and under the 
present village. (Britannia XII 1981, 348-50, and 
Collins 1978). 

Great Chesterford, whose Roman name is not 
known, is the only town in Essex apart from 
Coichester known to have been walled, and covers 
36 acres. (Brinson 1963) It was preceded by a first 
century fort probably dating from the Boudiccan 
revolt (Rodwell 1972). 

Before the excavations started several graves had 
been lost in the gravel extraction - it proved 
impossible to get the workmen to estimate exactly 
how many. A hoard of Roman bronze coins, 
apparently contained in a pot, was also found, but 
no details survive as it was dispersed amongst the 
workmen. Some Saxon artefacts from the des-
troyed graves were recovered. 

The Excavation 

A thin strip about 80 m in length was dug in 1953 
beside a lake formed by the gravel extraction (Fig. 
2 & pl. la). In 1954-5 a parallel strip was dug, 
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extending much further towards the town. The 
topsoil in the 1953 excavations had been disturbed 
and some of it removed during the 1939-45 war, 
when the area was used for dumping gravel, and 
then levelled with bulldozers. In some areas up to 
0.2 m of rammed gravel remained from this period. 
Parts of the site had been ploughed the autumn 
before the excavations. Topsoil was about 0. 15 m 
deep at the southern end of the site, gradually 
thickening to 0.6 m at the northern end. In some 
areas there was a thin layer of chalk, deposited by 
the farmer. 

The natural gravel was c. 1-1 .2 m below ground 
surface at the southern end of the site. Just before 
Pit 7 the gravel was was only 0.5 m below ground 
surface, but beside Pit 3 the level dropped sharply 
to 1.55 m below. This continued until halfway to 
Pit 4, where the level rose to about 0.6 m, and 
continued at that level untiljust beyond Pit 4 where 
the gravel started to shelve downwards across the 
site. In the westernmost part of the excavation the 
gravel was only 0.3 m below ground surface, wher 
eas in the north-east corner it was 1 .5 m. Generally 
the level of the gravel was slightly deeper to the 
eastern side of the trenches. 

The general stratification over the whole site was 
layer 1 topsoil, above layer 2 brown stony soil, 
probably a plough soil, as this layer was conti 
nuous over the Roman pits. The bulk of the finds 
are from this layer. It varied in thickness from 0.2 
m to 0.6 m. Below 2 was layer 3, in most areas a 
light brown sandy soil from 0.15 to 0.5 m thick. In 
the area around Pit 3 layers 2 and 3 did not exist, 
and were replaced by layer 4, a reddish-brown 
stony soil some 1 m thick. In the central part of the 
site, below layer 3 was layer 4, a greyish-brown soil 
C. 0.3 m deep. 

The Pits 

The major features were large pits or scoops, 
probably cut to extract gravel. Most of them were 
fairly irregular, and seem to have slumped soon 
after, or as, they were cut. Many were cut by Saxon 
graves. For sections and plans see Fig. 2. 

Pit 1 : very irregular in outline: partly filled with layer 3 
brown sandy soil similar to the general layer 3: middle fill 
layer 5 light grey silt: on the bottom light brown gravelly 
soil. There seems to have been considerable slumping. 

Pit 2: beneath general layer 2: thin gravel spread (layer 
3) over the centre of the fill: beneath, over whole pit, 
layer 4, greyish brown stony soil; beneath, on one side a 
burnt patch (layer 6). Beneath both 4 and 6, layer 7 
reddish-brown soil. Layer 3 the gravel spread could be an 
attempt to level up the pit after it had slumped. Most of 
Pit 2 had been destroyed by gravel digging. Plates ib, 2. 

Pit 3: on the sides and water-logged bottom reddish 

brown silty soil (layer 6), suggesting that it had silted and 
then layer 5, greyish brown stony soil, was deposited. 
Sealed by layer 4, a reddish brown stony soil, rather than 
the usual general layers. 

Pit 4: c. 1.15 m deep in the centre below the top of the 
gravel, filled with layer 3 dark gravelly soil, over layer 4, 
light grey gravelly soil. 

Pit 5: c. 1.2 m deep below the top of the gravel, and 
water-logged fill-layer 5 light brown gravelly soil over 
layer 6 dark brown soil. 

Pit 6: beneath general layer 2 the pit contained layer 4 
dark brown soil, above layer 5 light brown gravelly soil 
which probably represents silting. The scoops around it 
contained similar material. 

Pit 7: similar in depth and fill to No. 5 

Burnt Areas 

Several areas of burning were found, the larger 
being at the northern end of the site. To the north-
east of Pit 6 were two areas which were beneath the 
general layers 1, 2 and 3 at a depth of about 0.8 m 
below ground surface. The smaller area at N4 
contained a horse burial and is probably Saxon, as 
may be the small patch on the edge of trench Ni, 
which was on top of layer 3. Another small area at 
N6-7 was cut by one of the Saxon graves. This 
burnt area had a core of yellow-brown earth and 
burnt flints with reddish earth around. A little 
chalk and a few tile fragments were associated with 
it, and the whole was within general layer 2. 

In the southern part of the trench a small irregu-
lar area of burning about 0.35 m diameter was 
found to the west of Pit 1 (not on plan). This was 
within layer 3 and may have been a hearth. 
Another small area (too small to put on plan) c. 
0.25 m across was close to Pit 5's eastern edge. 

Other Features 

Between trenches A-B3, and within layer 2, was a 
small area of chalk lumps, which was not con-
sidered large enough or the right shape to be a 
floor. Although it was associated with Roman 
pottery it could have been a recent disturbance. 

Three post-holes cut into the natural gravel were 
found, one in the middle oftrench X2, (post-hole 3) 
and two in trenches M5 and M6. They were all cut 
about 0.3 m, into the gravel and were c. 0.25 m 
diameter. They are probably Roman, but little can 
be deduced from these sparse features. Post-holes 
and small areas of burning associated with the 
Saxon graves are not enumerated here. 

Approximately 100 yds (m) south-south-east of 
the north gate of the Roman town three superim-
posed layers of weathered gravel were seen, presu -
mably a Roman road. The north ditch of the fort 
was also seen (Fig. i). 
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Plate lb Great Chesterford: Pit 2 from the south-east. 



Plate 2a Great Chesterford: Pit 2 from the north-east. 

Plate 2b Great Chesterford: Part of Pit 2. 
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Dating 

The general layers over the site produced large 
quantities of material ranging in date from the first 
century (eg glass and some of the coarse pottery 
and late first century samian) to the end of the 
fourth century. Despite the lack of post AD350 
mortaria there are coarse wares dating from post 
350 AD from layers 2 and 4 (eg Nos. 18, 33, 105). 
Pits 1, 3, 4 and 6 are fourth century (Pit 3 later 4th) 
and Pits 2 and 5 are later third century. The coins 
run from the later second century up to c. 378, with 
the bulk in the third century. The majority of the 
pottery dates from the second and third centuries. 

This area, outside the north gate of the town 
seems to have been used for rubbish disposal and 
gravel-quarrying throughout the Roman period, 
with the bulk of the material found dating from the 
second or third century. 

Although Roman burials were found, probably 
quite close to this area by Neville in the mid 
nineteenth century, none were discovered during 
the excavation. However extended burials of the 
Saxon period were found and will be published 
separately by Professor V. I. Evison. 

THE COINS 

Paul Munro-Walker 

= Unworn or v. little worn. 
= Evidently circulated. 

( C) = V. worn. 

Domitian imitation of c. 260. As, cast in bronze 
after a 1st century original. Type as RIC II P1. Vi, 
100 (?A). (F2, layer 2). 
M. Aurelius, 161-180, Sest. c. 175-5. RIC 1147, or 
1 150 (Liberalitas). (C). (C2, layer 2). 
Faustina II, 161-176. As RIC 1647, 1648, or. 1652 
(June). (C). (P7, layer 2). 
Faustina II, 161-176. Sest. Rev illegible with flaw in 
flan: for portrait style cf BMC p1. 73,4. (C). (Hi, 
layer 2). 
Commodus, 180-193, Sest. Rev. uncertain. Obv. 
legend with COMMODUS ANT P F, 186-189. (C) 
(B!, layer 2). 
Elagabalus, 218-222, cast bronze imitation of As, 
cf. RIC 372 VICTOR ANTONINI AVG S-C (?A). 
(07, layer 2). 
Otacilia Severa (Philip I), 244-9, cast bronze imi-
tation of As, CONCORDIA AVGG/S.C. cf RIC 
203b. (?A). (H5, layer 2). 
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Claudius II, 268-70, Ant. Rome, RIC 14. (B) (F3, 
layer 2). 
Claudius II, 268-70. Ant., Rome, RIC 18. (B) (Pit 
5, layer 6). 
Posth. Claudius II, 270 irregular radiate ae 3 cf. 
RIC 216, quite good style. (B) (Gi, layer 2). 

11 & 12: Postumus, 259-168, Ants., RIC 289, Cologne, 
one weakly struck IMP COS (A). AD 268. (Both 
together, D2, layer 2). 
Victorinus, 268-70, Ant., RIC 61. (B) (Ni, layer 2). 
Victorinus, 268-70, Ant., RIC 118. (B). (Pit 5, layer 
6). 
Tetricus I, 270-3, Ant., RIC 80, rev. overstruck on 
Obv. type (B). (A—B3, layer 4). 
Tetricus I, 270-3, Ant., RIC 87. (B) (D2, layer 2). 
Tetricus I, c. 270 + , irregular radiate ae 3 small, 
Spes prototype developed, weakly struck (A). (Ki 
layer 3). 
Tetricus II, 270-3, Ant., RIC 224, weakly struck. 
(A—B3, layer 2). (B). 

19 & 20: Tetricus II, Ant., RIC 272, No. 20 well struck 
(A) (15 + layer 2: P3 + layer 2). 
Tetricus II, c. 270 + , probably irregular radiate, 
small flan, Spes type. (B) (Hi + layer 2). 
?Tetricus I, c. 270 + , irregular radiate ae f, Laetitia 
prototype, weakly struck, triangular flan. (A). (D4, 
layer 2). 
?Tetricus II, c. 270 + , irregular radiate, ae -i-, Laeti-
tia, prototype, almost illegible. (C). (Hi, layer 2). 
Carausius, 287-93, Ant. (287-90): IMP CARAV-
sIvs PAYG. Radiate, draper bust right. Rev. 
CONSE--- RVA (TOR?) or (TAVG). cf. RIC 214a; 
448 & 766; 448 is the nearest approximation to both 
obverse and reverse. Jupiter standing front, body 
inclined to right, head left, left hand holds fulmen: 
r. hand holds long transverse sceptre over I. 
shoulder. cf. also Hunterian 116. (Seems an unpub 
lished variety). (A). (Hi + , layer 2). 
Wolf and twins, URBS ROMA, 333-4, Arles, RIC 
VII, p. 274, 379. (A). (L5—M5, layer 2). 
Gratian, SECVRITAS REIPUBLICAE, 375-378, 
ae 3, ?Arles, mint & issue quite uncertain, but OF 
mark ?RIC 19b. (C). (Hi + , layer 2). 

The piercing of No. 7 could suggest that it has been re-
used as decoration. Nos. i 1 and 12 were found together, 
and are identical in type and unworn. The Carausius 
seems to be a new, unpublished variety. Setting apart the 
three cast imitations nos 1, 6 and 7, which were presuma 
bly made and lost c. 260, the extensive wear of the bronze 
coins 2 to 5 suggests that they were deposited in the third 
century. Nos. 8-24 indicate occupation c. 268 to c. 295 
and 25 and 26, from c. 333 to c. 380. 

BROOCH AND SEAL-BOX 

Sarnia Butcher 

Fig. 3: 
i. Penannular brooch. A plain thin ring with the ends 
curled into a spiral at right angles to it. The pin has one 
end flattened and wrapped round the ring. Diameter c. 
24 mm L3 layer 2. 

This belongs to Mrs. Fowler's Type C (1960, p. 152). It 
is the most common on first century sites in the south and 
east of Britain (eg Camulodunum, Hawkes and Hull 
1947, Fig. 59, 1; p. 326; Maiden Castle, Wheeler 1943, p. 
264, 6; See also Simpson 1979, p. 329). 

A few continental examples are known (eg Augst, 
Riha 1979 Fig. 69, 1836, p. 209). Although its first 
century origins are clear the type has often been found in 
much later contexts (eg Rudston, Stead 1980, p. 95 No. 
20; Nettleton, Wedlake 1982 p. 133 No. 78; and in a 
Saxon grave at Portway: Cook and Dacre forthcoming). 

Justine Bayley of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory 
reports that the metal is brass. 

The enamelled lid of of a seal-box. It is lozenge-
shaped with small solid metal lugs at each corner. Part of 
the flange which would fit into the hinge ofthe lower box 
survives. Length 46 mm. Pit i layer 3. 

The entire upper surface is divided into a lattice of 25 
small lozenge-shaped cells by reserved metal divisions. 
The cells are filled with blue and white (?) enamel 
alternately. 

This decoration is very common on seal-boxes cf 
Wroxeter: Bushe-Fox 1916, p. 27, No. 25. Unpublished 
examples have been noted from Caerwent, Coleshill, 
Cirencester, Carlisle and Old Penrith. The indications 
are for a date in the second century AD. 

Justine Bayley of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory 
reports that the metal is leaded bronze and that the 
enamels are blue and an unidentifiable colour 
alternately. 

FINDS OF COPPER ALLOY 

Martin Henig 

Fig. 3: 
Finger-ring, projection from bezel in the form of two 

confronted panthers; between them a cantharus. Ht 20 
mm. There is a silver example from Great Chesterford, 
Marshal i907, 187 No. 1184, Fig. 143 - V.C.H. Essex III, 
p1 . VIIIC, 5. On the type see also Henig in Birley 1977, 
35, No. 6, and Potter 1979, 205, Fig. 84, No. 1. Third 
century Ai. (M3, layer 2). 

Bracelet composed of three strands of twisted wire, 
one of which is looped at one end and bent into a hook at 
the other. Diameter 64 mm. For the type see Drury 1976, 
17-18, Fig. 11, No. 3; McWhirr, Viner and Wells 1982, 
B11—Bi2, Fig. 55, No. 49; Crummy 1983; 38-39, Fig. 41, 
No. 1628 (Ni, layer 2). 

Bracelet composed of two strands of twisted wire. 
Pierced ovoid catch-plate at one terminal bound on with 
wire twist. The other end is incomplete and now pushed 
through the perforation of the plate. If the present 
diameter corresponds to the original, it was worn by a 
small child. Diameter 40 mm (C2, layer 2). 

Bracelet. Twist of wire bent into one end and beaten 
out as an ovoid catch-plate at the other. Worn by a child. 
Diameter 43 mm (G4, layer 2). 

Bracelet, solid cast with open terminals modelled as 
serpent-heads (very debased). Diameter 66 mm. Thick- 
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Figure 3: Great Chesterford: bronze Nos. 1-11, all at life size. 
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ness expands from 2.5 mm at terminals to 5 mm at 
centre. Compare Crummy 1983, 44-5, Fig. 46, No. 1717. 
(F3 + , layer 5). 

Bracelet fragment ornamented with lozenges, separ -
ated by groups of transverse lines. Length of fragment 32 
mm. Compare McWhirr, Viner and Wells 1982, Bli-
B12, Fig. 55, No. 51; Cunliffe 1975, 204-5, Fig. 1 11, No. 
31; Crummy 1983, 44 Fig. 46, No. 1715. (Layer 2). 

Twist of sheet metal, possibly part of a bracelet. 
(M3, layer 2).  

and McWhirr, Viner and Wells 1982, Bi 1-B12, Fig. 55, 
No. 53. (Layer 2). 

Cast end of handle of skillet (or strainer). Length 37 
mm. I know of no close parallel but see Crummy 1983, 
72-3, No. 2043 and V.C.H. Essex III, 84, p1. IXC 
(Chesterford). (P3-4, layer 2). 

Bell, probably worn on animal's collar. Two 
grooves towards top. Height 25 mm. (M5, layer 2). cf. 
Wheeler 1943, 288-9 5  Fig. 97, No. 3; Crummy 1983, 127, 
Fig. 143, No. 4166. 

10. Length of wire with hook at each en, perhaps a 24. Hook of flattened section; wire loop above. From a 
bracelet. (M6, layer 2). . steelyard. Length c. 48 mm. Type as Neal 1974, 130-1, 

Fig. 56 No. 49; Bushe-Fox 1949, 131, No. 133, p1. 
XXXVIII; Crummy, 1983, 99-100 Fig. 104, No. 2508. 

Strip of bronze, ornamented on each of the flat 
sides with a pair of parallel, horizontal lines upon which 
small semi-circles are disposed. (03, layer 4). 

Fig. 4: 
Bronze pin with heavy ovoid head and double 

moulding at neck. Length 94 mm. Compare Drury 1976, 
18-19, Fig. 11, No. 10; Goodburn in Frere 1972, 122-3, 
Fig. 34, No. 60; Neal 1974, 144-5 Fig. 64, No. 222; 
Crummy 1983, 30 Fig. 30, No. 492. (Type 5 - second 
century AD.) (Pit 1, layer 5). 

Bronze pin; Heavy triple-moulding at head. Length 
94 mm. Compare Crummy 1983, 28-9, Fig. 27, Nos. 
467-74 (Type 2 - second or third century). (Dl, layer 2). 

Bronze pin, small concealed head ornamented with 
radiating grooves. Length 95 mm. Compare Neal 1974, 
144-5 1  Fig. 64, No. 219; Crummy 1983, 30-1, Fig. 31, 
No. 500; example from miscellaneous Roman group (Ii, 
layer 2). 

Ear probe with small flat spatula at one end at an 
angle to the shank. Length 130 mm. For type and 
discussion see Kunzl 1983, 99, Fig. 79, see also Drury 
1976, 18-19 Fig. 11, No. 12; Cunliffe 1971, 107 and Fig. 
42 No. 58; Neal 1974, 142-3, Fig. 63, Nos. 200-203. (HI, 
layer 2). 

Ear-probe, similar but with moulding at neck. 
Length 92 mm. (Ml, layer 2). 

. Ovoid probe. The centre of the shank is twisted, 
and below that the shank tapers to a sharpened point. 
No parallel in Kunzl 1983, but perhaps the point was 
used as a styloid specilla (j. 26). Bent. Length c. 113 mm. 
(G, layer 4). 

Ovoid probe; Two mouldings on the shank but 
below the far one is a break - there was probably a long 
spoon (cyathiscomela). Length c. 97 mm. The object is 
bent. (04, layer 4). 

Pin, flattened at head perhaps to serve as ear-probe; 
now bent to a gentle curve. Length 105 mm. (M4, layer 
2). 

Tweezers of a simple form. Length 53 mm. Corn-
pare Neal 1974, 140-1, Fig. 62, Nos. 181-3; 146-7 Fig. 
65, No. 264, Crummy 1983, 58-9, Fig. 63, Nos. 1877-82. 
(01, layer 2). 

Escutcheon from bucket with hook for attachment 
of handle above. Length 35 mm. Compare Aitken 1982, 
109 and 111, Fig. 9, Nos. 24, 25 (Colliton, Dorchester)  

(Ni, layer 2). 
Bar of bronze, evidently beaten out with metal 

worker's hammer. Length 77 mm. Unstratified. Evidence 
. of bronze working - alternatively the object could have 

served as a rough file. (F3 +). 

Fig 5: 
Sheet of bronze ornamented en-repousée with a 

rosette. Two rivet holes remain near two corners of the 
sheet, which perhaps cased a small casket. Width 62 mm; 
surviving length c. 62 mm. cf. Aitken 1982, 109-10 Fig. 
10, No. 37. (Ph5, layer 6). 

Strip of bronze pierced by three rivet holes. Simple 
Ring and dot ornament. Length 65 mm, Width 12 mm. 
(D2, layer 2). 

Two pieces of sheet bronze joined with a rivet. 
Several other rivet holes in the larger sheet, one with a 
rivet still in position. Length 56 mm. cf. Neal 1974, 134-
5, Fig. 59, No. 95. (Al +, layer 2). 

Scale-pan or more probably a plain ornamental 
boss. Diameter 30 mm as Crummy 1983, 119, Fig. 24, 
No. 4049. (1 3 + , layer 2). 

Small barbed fish-hook, length 21 mm. Smaller size 
than usual. cf. Cunliffe 1971, 118 and Fig. 51, Nos. 149-
50; ibid, 1975, 212, Fig. 114, No. 63; (F3+, layer 2). 

Bronze scrap. (N4-04, layer 2). 
Strip. (X3, layer 2). 
Strip. (Grove 29, layer 3). 
Blue glass melon bead. (B4, layer 2). 
Post-medieval lock-plate with leaf decoration. In-

complete. (05, layer 1). 
?Modern meat hook. (07, layer 2). 
Sheet bronze with rivet. (F3 + , layer 2). 
?19th century button. (F3 + , layer 2). 
Bronze pin with 'sunflower head' two flattened 

hemispheres, the upper one of which is ornamented with 
pimples. Length 46 mm. The pin resembles certain post-
medieval forms, eg Platt and Coleman-Smith 1975, 260-
263, Nos. 1788, 1790, Fig. 243. (M5+, layer 2). 

The collection of material is mixed, but there are 
several interesting pieces which maintain the impression 
of the richness of the site, including at least one specia-
lised medical implement. 
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Figure 4: Great Chesterford: bronze Nos. 12-25, all at life size. 
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Fig. 6: WORKED BONE 

Pin with broken point. (K6, layer 4). 
Complete pin. (C4, layer 2). 
Pin with point broken. (P1, layer 4). 
Pin with point broken. (A3-B3, layer 4). As 

Crummy (1979) type 5, c. 250-late 4th century. 
Part of shaft of pin. (N8 + , layer 2). 
Part of shaft of pin. (P3, layer 5). 

?Pierced large amulet. (14-I5, layer 5). 

Part of a comb, with remains of one iron pin. (IS +, 
layer 2). 

IRON OBJECTS 

W. H. Manning 

Fig. 7: 
Key (F3 + , layer 5). 
Distorted spoon or ladle? (Pit 2, layer 2).  

5 1. Knife. (B4, layer 2). 
Unusual form of draw-knife which appears to have 

been hinged at one end with a handle at the other. It can 
be compared with a straight-bladed example from Zug-
mantel, Germany. (Saalburg Jahrbuch 12 (1911), 42, Taf 
9,3.) (Pit 2, layer 3). 

Fragmentary curved blade. 
L-shaped candle-stick intended to be driven into 

the wall or a wooden beam. cf. an example from Brain-
tree, Essex (Essex Archaeology and History B (1976), 27, 
No. 1 5, 1 3); other examples are known from Silchester 
(Reading Museum). (?Pit 3, layer 5). 

Fragment of hub-lining, cf. an example from the 
Brampton Hoard (Manning 1966, 20, No. 19). The 
tapering cross-section indicates that it is a lining rather 
than a binding. (?Pit 3, layer 5). 

Knife. (?Pit 3, layer 5). 
?Spearhead (Pit 3, layer 5). 
Barb-spring padlock case now lacking the end of 

the hasp. cf. examples from the Brampton Hoard (Man-
ning 1966 33, No. 46) and Verulamium (Manning 1972 I, 
182, No. 72). (Pit 3, layer 5). 
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Metal-worker's chisel or punch. (M5, layer 2). 
Ring handle from a vessel or tub. Compare with an 

example from Gadebridge Park (159, Nos. 63, 343). (M5, 
layer 2). 

?Hook. (M5, layer 2). 
Spiked plate, possibly a large 'blaikie' for shoes. 

(A-B3, layer 4). 
Top of the handle-mount from a bucket. For 

complete mounts cf. Gadebridge Park (Manning 1974) 
187, No. 673. (Pit 4, layer 3). 

Tumbler-lock slide-key, cf. Veralamium I, 182, No. 
77. (M5, layer 2). 

Part of knife blade, (Pit 6, layer 4). 
Knife. (Pit 5, layer 6). 
Large headed tack. (M5, layer 2). 

Fig. 8: 
& 70. L-shaped tumbler-lock life-keys. cf. Gade-

bridge Park 166, No. 388. (Al + , layer 2 and C2, layer 2). 
Fragment of binding (N7, layer 2). 
Double-spiked loop cf Verulamium I, (Manning 

1972) 184, No. 90. (M6, layer 2). 
Small fork which may be a fragment of a more 

complex piece. Forks of this general size may be quoted 
from Casterley Camp and Rushall Down, Wilts. (Devizes 
Museum Catalogue II (1934), 108, p1. XXXI, 1 1; 235, p1. 
LXXXIX, 15.) (A3, layer 2). 

Farrier's buttress. For a discussion of the type cf. 
Gadebridge Park 1 59, No. 345 (N5, layer 2). 

Washer. For the general type and one use cf. 
Brampton Hoard (Manning 1966) 34, No. 50 (Ni, layer 
2). 

Fragment of rod. (Hi + , layer 2). 	. 
?Drop handle from furniture. (134, layer 2). 
Fragment. (C2, layer 2). 
Wall hook. (L3, layer 2). 
Fragment of binding, possibly from a bucket with 

the hook being for the handle. (M4, layer 2). 
Fragment. (Hi + , layer 2). 
Ring. (J3, layer 2). 
Dog for joining timbers. (P5 + , layer 2). 
Knife. (M3, layer 2). 
Ring. (A, layer 2). 
Cut edge of a bar. (P5, layer 2). 
?Link of chain (01, layer 2). 

Fig. 9: 
Knife. (C3+). 
Fragment. (P3, layer 4). 
?Dog or cleat. (N3-4, layer 4). 
?Key. (Cl, layer 3).  

Bent rod. (M6, layer 4). 
?Knife ?Saw (B!, layer 2). 
Socketed baling needle. This is an unusually long 

example of a baling needle used for sewing-up bales of 
soft goods or other large packages. An example with a 
bone handle from London is in the Museum of London. 
In use the needle is intended to push the thread through 
the fabric rather than pull it as with the conventional 
needle. It may be relevant to note that there is good 
evidence to show that East Anglia was a centre for wool 
production in the Roman period (cf. Antiquity 40 (1966) 1, 

60 if.) and that knapping shears and wool-carding combs 
are known from Great Chesterford (Arch. Journ. 13 
(1856), 1 if. and Antiq. Journ. 52 (1972), 333 if.). Bales of 
wool would be the type of package for which such a 
needle would be necessary. 

STONE 

Fig. 10: 
Hertfordshire pudding-stone quern: much wear on 

the lower (working) surface: iron stain on the upper part 
suggests that it was held in an iron band. (Al + , layer 2). 

GLASS 

June Johnstone 
Fig. 10: 

Fragment of partly melted neck and rim from a 
fairly large storage bottle. Mould blown; bluish-green 
almost clear glass. (M4, layer 2). 
Second halffirst century/second century. 

Base ofvessel, probably a bowl; blown; with hollow 
rounded foot rim and pushed in base. A fairly high 'kick' 
at centre with pontil scar. Greenish-blue, very clear glass, 
now slightly dulled on outer surface. (B2, layer 4). 
Second halffirst century/second century. (Isings 1957 p. 
58 form 42). 

Fragment of tubular rim of dish or vessel; very 
straight. This could be from a rectangular dish. Pale 
bluish glass; fairly clear with some air bubbles. (B2, layer 
4). 
c. First century. 

Fragment from side of bowl with outward curved 
rim. Millefiori; bright dark green with rods ofpaler green 
shading to yellow at edges. (B.M. 1968, p. 42, No. 45). 
(KS, layer 2). 
Earlyfirst century. 

SAMIAN WARE FROM GREAT CHESTERFORD LEVEL IV 

Hedley Pengelly 

The large amount of samian ware is either probably 
residual in nature or of uncertain stratification. This is 
regrettable, but nevertheless, the salient points governing 
the assemblage as a whole must be noted before proceed-
ing to a selective catalogue containing: 1. Samian of 
particular intrinsic interest. 2. Potters' stamps not in-
cluded under 1. 3. A tabulated vessel count.' 

(For notes on this section see p. 25) 
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Figure 7: Great Chesterford: iron Nos. 49-67, at 4 life size. 
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Figure 9: Great Chesterford iron Nos. 87-92 at 4 life size, No. 96 at -- life size. 

The samian ranges in date from the late first/early 
second century to about the first half of the third. The 
minimum number of vessels readily recognized by classi-.  
fled form, or bic type (ctt, dish, bowl, etc.) is 653 of 
which some 0.33% are South Gaulish; 8767% Central 
Gaulish; 2% Central or East Gaulish (burnt or abraded 
fabrics) and 10% East Gaulish (for which, compare 
Marsh, 1981, 204, Table F.). 

About 70% of the Great Chesterford samian may be 
seen as coming from Antonine Lezoux, with a strong 
inclination towards the middle to latter parts of the 
range. The latest Lezoux decorated vessels include five by 
Doeccus i (one from a stamped mould), four each by 
Advocisus, Casurius and lullinus ii or associates, one or 
two by Paternus v or Laxtucissa and one each by 
Censorinus and Servus iv (from a stamped mould). 
Bowls of early- to mid-Antonine date include six by the 
Cinnamus Group, three by Divixtus or Criciro, two by 
the Paullus iv Group, one or two by Albucius and one by 
Secundus v. Three bowls of the Sacer-Attianus Group 
and one each by Docilis, X-5 and X-6 are Hadrianic-
early-Antonine and one each by X-9 and Secundinus i 
(or X-12) are Hadrianic and Trajanic-Hadrianic, respec-
tively. The Central Gaulish kilns at Les Martres-de-
Veyre give one decorated bowl each of Cettus (early-
Antonine) and Druscus i (Trajanic). One decorated bowl 
is from South Gaulish La Graufesenque (c. 85-105) and 
two from East Gaulish Rheinzabern (Antonine or early 
third century). 

The range and sources of the stamped plainwares 
listed below closely correspond to those of the stamped 
and stylistically assigned decorated vessels, excepting 
that there are none from South Gaul or Trajanic/Hadria-
nic Les Martres; one East Gaulish example could fall as 
late as C. 260 and one is possibly from Trier. 

SELECTIVE CATALOGUE2  

NB The archive reference number of each published 
sherd (or sherds) is given at the end of the entry. 

Abbreviations 
C. G., Central Gaulish; E. G., Eastern Gaulish; D., 
figure type in Déchelette 1904; 0., figure type in Oswald 
1936-7; R., motif in Rogers 1974. 

1. Samian ofparticular intrinsic interest Nos. 1-7 illus-
trated (Fig. 11). 

Form 37. C. G. In an unusual style. The device of 
large plain rings at the bottoms of vertical borders seems 
mainly to belong to late-Hadrianic and Antonine times. 
Only a few potters used it, but this piece cannot be 
assigned to any of them as named mould-makers. The 
narrow leaves (not in R.) are apparently attached to fat 
astragali cf. Atkinson, 1942, p1. 41, H30. (1954: stratifi-
cation uncertain). 576. 

Form 37. C. G. c. 160-190. Servus iv lb [SERV] M 
retr. Lezoux.' Advertisement stamp of panelled bowl, 
with Apollo (D. 57/0. 94A) beneath festoon (cf. Vauthey, 
et al., 1967, p1.  XIII). (1953, Ki, layer 2). 83. 

Form 37. C. G. c.160-200. Doeccus i 5a [D011] CCI 
Lezoux. 1  Lubie.' Panel, with dolphin (D. 1057/0. 2401). 
Footring of different clay to the body. The fabric points 
to origin at Lezoux. (1953, C4, layer 2). 40. 

Form 37. C. G. c. 160-190. Three fragments (from 
different contexts) of a small bowl stamped, on the rim, 
by the potter of No. 26: FALBINIOF 4b (inverted) 
Lezoux. 2  This stamp, which also occurs at Ilkley, was 
used on rims of decorated bowls with Cinnamus ovolo 1, 
and stamped bowls of Paternus II and Laxtucissa, thus 
indicating that Flo(rius?) Albinus was, in all probability, 
a bowl-maker acquiring moulds of other potters. The 
ovolo and upper border of this bowl were sheared off 
during the finishing process. This is unfortunate and the 
mould-maker (or workshop) responsible for the unusual 
arrangement of spined columns (R. p1.10/11, inverted) 
and figures including, Victory (D. 484/0. 826) and male 
figure (D. 359), cannot be placed. One or other, or both, 
types were used by a large number of potters, including 
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Figure 10: Great Chesterford: quernstone No. 49 at 1 life size, and glass No. 94-98 at 4 life size. 

within the period ofuse of this stamp, Albucius, Banvus, 
Cinnamus and Paternus II (both types), Decamanus, and 
Servus iv. The Victory and spined column were used by 
the earlier Lezoux potter X-5. (1954 2B 7, E and unstrati-
fled x 2). 430, 467 and 532. 

Form 31 (Sa). E. G. Late-Antonine. ?Costitutus 
[C]OSIT A TIS and COSIT[ A TIS] retr. Rheinzabern. 2  
Presumably a blundered stamp of Costitutus, occuring 
also at Regensburg fort. Two incomplete examples 
(1953, C2, layer 2; J3, layer 2). 32 and 75. 

Form 79/80?, flat base. E. G. c. 190-260. Donatus iii 
la DONATVSF Rheinzabern. 2  The only example of this 
die known. Most of Donatus's stamps occur at Rheinza 
bern. (1953, C3, layer 2). 36. 

Form 33 or 33a. C. G. c. 160-190. Cantomallus la 
[C]ANTOMALL[IM]; [CANTOM]ALLIM Lezoux.' 
Double stamp. There is little site evidence for this stamp, 
but use of forms 79 (one early example), 80, 42, 31R, Tg 
and Tx is well-attested. (1954, 2B 9, layer 3). 440. 

2. The other potters' stamps Nos. 8-39 illustrated (Fig. 
11; 40-44 not illustrated 

Form 79/80. C. G. Antonine. Rosette stamp. (1953, 
N5, layer 3). 167. 

Form 31R. C. G. c. 165-195. Marcus v 9a 
[ A MRCI] Lezoux2  This stamp occurs at Catterick and 
Pudding Pan Rock, and frequently on 31Rs. (1953, K3, 
layer 2). 85. 

Form 31. C. G. c. 130-160. Gnatius ii la 
GN A TIM Les Martres-de-Veyre. 3  This stamp is also 
known from Caerleon, Castledykes and Newstead 
(twice). (1953, M4, layer 2). 96. 

1 1: Form 79. C. G. c. 160-200. Namilianus 3c 
[N A ]MILI A NI Lezoux. 2  This stamp occurs at Catter -
ick, and on forms 79/80, 79 and 79R. Other dies have 
been noted from Hadrian's Wall and PUdding Pan Rock. 
(1953, M5, layer 2). 98. 

Form 33. C. G. Mid- to late-Antonine. Illiterate 
stamp No. 11. Occurs on form 79, but not known from 
any dated sites. (1953, N6, layer 2). 120. 

Form 31. E. G. Antonine. Venicarus ii 2a, a' or a" 
[VENIC]ARVSF Rheinzabern.' Bainbridge and New-
stead provide other examples of this stamp, though close 
dating within the second half of the second century is 
lacking. (1953, Bi, layer 3). 139. 

Form 31. C. G. c. 165-195. Gippus 2a GIPPIM 
Lezoux.' The site-dating includes Hadrian's Wall, Pud-
ding Pan Rock (after c. 170) and Tác (Hungary) - a 
group of the 170s. (Adjoining sherds from 1953, C2, 
layer 3 and 1954, C2, layer 3). 142 and 534. 

Form 18/31. C. G. c. 125-155. Tarvillus la 
T A RVILLIM Lezoux.' This stamp also occurs at Cast-
leford (Period III). On forms, the date is Hadrianic or 
early-Antonine. (1953, B2, layer 4). 170. 

Form 33. C. G. Antonine. Fabianus ii 2a 
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F A BI A NIM retr. Lezoux.' There is no dating-evidence 1954: stratification  uncertain. 
fr i- 	4' 1iif tb. fihr 	tiA 	ef fbic 

Antonine. (1953, Pit 6, layer 6). 206. 

Form 79R. C. G. c. 160-190. Genetius ii 4a 
GENET I:M Lezoux.' This stamp occurs at Malton and 
Piercebridge, and was used on forms 31R, 79R and 80. 
(1954, A5, layer 2). 236. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 150-180. Osbimanus 9a 
Os B IM A ? Lezoux. 2  Other stamps of Osbimanus have 
been noted from Bainbridge, Catterick and Hadrian's 
Wall, and on forms 31R,  80 and, the less-common, 151 
31. (1954, A16, layer 2). 267. 

Form 27. C. G. Antonine. Illiterate stamp. The 
occurence of this stamp on form 27 indicates use before 
160. (1954, E, layer 2). 310. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 150-170. Reburrus ii 4f 
REBVRRIO[F] Lezoux.' South Shields provides the 
meagre dating evidence for this stamp, which is also 
known on form 79, (1954, G, layer 2). 349. 

Form 79. C. G. c. 160-190. Sabinianus iii la 
SABINIANI Lezoux. 3  Vichy (Terre Franche). 2  There is 
no site-dating for this stamp, which occurs on both forms 
79 and 31R. (1954, K, layer 2; another piece unstrati-
fled). 366 and 598. 

Form 42. C. G. c. 140-160. Divicatus 3e 
DIVI[CATVS] Lezoux. 2  Divicatus's stamps occur in 
Antonine Scotland and in the Castleford pottery shop of 
the 140s. This particular one was used on forms 42, 38 
and 81. (1954, P1, layer 2). 357. 

Form 31. C. G. c. 140-170. Draucus ii 2a 
[DRA]VCI Lezoux. 2  This stamp occurs at such sites as 
Castlecary, Newstead and Duntocher. Its occurrence on 
form 27 indicates use before 160. (1954, unstratified). 
365. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 150-180. Daminus 3b 
D A MIN[IM] Lezoux. 1  Known also from Corbridge, 
and on forms 79 and 80. (1954, A6, layer 3). 404. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 145-170. Mossius ii 3a MOSSF 
Lezoux. 2  All known examples of this stamp occur on 
form 33, but none from dated sites Other dies turn up on 
Hadrian's Wall, and on forms 27-1 and 80. (1954, A13, 
layer 3). 407. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 160-190. Flo(rius?) Albinus 4a 
[FALBINI]OF Lezoux. 2  No dated sites for this particu 
lar die, but see No. 4. (1954, Al 3, layer 3). 408. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 150-180. Doccius ii 4f 
DOCCIVSF Lezoux. 2  There are no dated contexts for 
this particular stamp, though others of Doccius have 
been noted from the Wroxeter forum destruction, and on 
forms 3 1 R and 79R. (1954, 2B8, layer 3). 431. 

Form 33. C. G. Second century. Ca..., part of a 
stamp CA[ Not otherwise recorded. (1954, 2B9, layer 3). 
438. 

Form 33. C. G. Antonine. Part of a stamp. Not 
otherwise identified. (1954, Pit A9-AlO, layer 3). 456. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 155-180. Cintusmus i 2a? 
CI[NTVSMIM] Lezoux.' Probably this stamp of Cintus-
mus. The forms include 3 1R and 79, so one of his later 
stamps. (1954, pit in C, layer 1). 462. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 150-180. Santianus 2a 
SAN[TIANT] Lezoux.' This stamp is also known on 
form 80, others on forms 79 and 31R. 523. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 160-195. Paulianus i la 
PAVLIANIOF Lezoux. 2  Paulianus's forms include 3 1 R 
and 80, and he once stamped the rim of a Doeccus i bowl 
at Chesterholm, though not with this particular die. 533. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 130-155. Ruffus ii 2a RVFFIM 
Lezoux.' This stamp is known from Hadrian's Wall, 
Newstead, Heddernheim, the Saalburg and Weisbaden, 
and many examples are on form 27. 548. 

Form 31. C. G. c. 130-160. Gnatus ii 7a 
GN A TOS Les Martres-de-Veyre. 3  Same potter as No. 
10. There is no satisfactory site-dating for this stamp, but 
the date is probably the same as for die la. 550. 

Form 31R. C. G. c. 150-195. Aestivus 2a AIIST[I-
VI:M] Lezoux. 2  A well-dated stamp of Aestivus, occur-
ing at such sites at Carrawburgh, Chesterholm, Pierce-
bridge and Pudding Pan Rock. 551. 

Dish or bowl with concave base. E. G. Late second-
or third century. Part of a stamp C[ Not otherwise 
identified, but possibly from Trier judging by the fabric. 
568. 

Form 31. C. G. c. 140-170. Primulus iii 2b 
[PRIM]VLI Lezoux.' There is no satisfactory dating 
evidence for this particular stamp of Primulus, although 
others are known from Catterick, Newstead and Old 
Kilpatrick. 585. 

Form 31. C. G. c. 155-175. Aeturnus 2a 
AETERNIM retr. Lezoux. 2  This stamp is known from 
Bainbridge, Newstead, Wroxeter (Gutter) and the 
Aquincum Hoard, and on the mid- to late-Antonine 
forms 79 and 80. 614. 

Form 79 or Tg. C. G. c. 170-195. Arncus la 
ARNCIMA Lezoux.' Other examples of this stamp are 
known from Cattenck, Chesterholm and Pudding Pan 
Rock. 615. 

Other stamps (not illustrated). 3  
Form 33. C. G. Second century. Illiterate stamp 

No. 100 XIIIX (1954, AlO, layer 2). 260. 
Form 33. C. G. c. 140-170. Tritaucus or Tritancus 

la TRIT [CIM] The correct name of this potter, who 
probably worked at Lezoux, is uncertain. The fabrics 
suggest Antonine date, but in view of the use of forms 27 
and 18-31, not likely to be later than the date shown. 
(1954, 2B1, layer 2). 376. 

Dish. E. G. (Rheinzabern?). Antonine. Part of a 
stamp A [ Not identifiable. (1954, 0, layer 2). 599. 

Form 79/80. C. G. Probably c. 160-190. Decmanus 
i lb DECMANIM Probably Lezoux. Castell Collen 
provides the meagre dating evidence for this stamp. 
(stratification uncertain). 660. 

Form 33. C. G. c. 150-180. Tintirio 2a 
TINT[IRIOF]Lezoux.' This stamp is known from Cat-
terick and Hadrian's Wall, and on form 31R. Other 
stamps occur on form 80. (stratification uncertain). 661. 
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Figure 12: Great Chesterford: pottery Nos. 1-22 at 1  life size. 
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Figure 13: Great Chesterford: pottery Nos. 23-53 at 3- life size. 
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3. Vessel count C 33 
The quantifications of forms and wares are given accord- D 

E 
Walt 79/80 
31 ing to year of excavation, and group-listed according to 31R 

status and basic type:— Curie 15 
F 38 

Decorated wares 
A 	bowls with moulded decoration East Gaulish b) ?Trier 

E 31 
Decorated/plain wares 32 

F 38 
B 	enclosed vessels (miscellaneous) G 45 

Plain wares 
C 	cups; 	D 	cups/dishes 	('intermediates'); East Gaulish c) ?Kiln 

E 	dishes and dishes-cum-bowls; 	F 	bowls with C 
E 

33  31 flange or cordon; 	G 	mortaria. 31R 
All forms are Dragendorif unless otherwise stated. 36 

Déch = Déchelette; 	Walt = Walters; 	Lud = Ludowici. 32 
Form 33a = varieties of form 33 with internal and exter- Curle 15 or 23 
nal moulding at the junction of the wail and base. Suffix Walt 79R or Lud TgR 
R indicates a 'standard' form (31, Walt 79, etc.) with F 38 
rouletted circle on floor. 

The first column below gives the vessel types, the 
second the forms, the third the form quantities. 1954 

South Gaulish La Grauftsenque 
1953excavation: E 18 
South Gaulish La Graufesenque 
A 	 37 	 1 Central Gaulish a) Les Martres-de-Veyre . 	 total 	1 A 37 
Central Gaulish a) Les Martres-de-Veyre E 18-31 
E 	 31 	 1 31 

36 	 1 
total 	2 

Central Gaulish b) Les Martres or Lezoux Central Gaul b) Lezoux 
A 	 37 	. 	 1 A 30 

total 	1 37  
Central Gaulish c) Lezoux 27  C 
A 	 30 	 3 33 

37 	 26 33 or 33a 
B 	 Déch 72 etc 	 2 46 
C 	 33 	 33 D 35/36 

35 	 1 E 18/31 or 31 
46 	 1 31 

D 	 Walt 79/80 	 1 18/31R or 31R 
E 	 18/31 or 31 	 10 31R 

31 	 34 36 
18/31Ror31R 	 8 42 
31R 	 24 Curie 15 and 23 
36 	 9 Walt 79 and 79R 
Curie 15 and 23 	 3 Walt 79 or Tg 
Wait 79 and 79R 	 5 Walt 79R or Lud TgR 

(1 Vichy-Terre Franche?) Lud Tg 
Walt 79 or Lud Tg 	 2 ? 
Walt 79R or Lud TgR 	 1 F Curie 11 
? 	 5 38 

F 	 Curlell 	 1 38or44 
38 	 7 G 45 
44 	 2 

G 	 45 	 1 Central or East Gaulish total 	179 C 33 
Central or East Gaulish 35 
B 	 Jars or flagons 	 2 E 31 
C 	 33 	 1 31R 

35 	 1 
E 	 31 	 1 East Gaulish a) Rheinzabern 

Walt 79 or Lud Tg 	 2 C 33 
total 	7 E 31R 

East Gaulish a) Rheinzabern F 38 
A 	 37 	 1• 

3 
2 

total 	10 

total 	4 

5 

3 

1 

total 	14 

total 	1 

2 
3 

total 	6 

41 
2 

82 
2 
2 

11 
79 
11 
60 
11 

3 
16 
4 

3 

11 

9 
total 	354 

2  

total 	5 

total 	3 
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East Gaulish b) ?Kiln 
A 	 37 1 
C 	 33 9 
E 	 18/31 1 

31 4 
31R 4 

: 

32 3 
Walt 79 or Lud Tg 1 
Walt 79R 1 
? 	 . 5 

(1 Trier?) 
F 	 38 3 
G 	 45 	. 2 

total 	34 

1953-54? excavations: 
Central Gaulish Lezoux 
A 	 37 7 
C. 	 33 2 

Walt 80 1 
E 	 31 2 

31R 1 total 13 
East Gaulish ?kiln 
C 	 33 1 

total 1 

1955? excavation: 
Central Gaulish Lezoux 
C 	 33 2 
E 	 18/31 1 

18/31Ror31R 1 
total 4 

Central or East Gaulish 
E 	 ? 1 
F 	 38 1 

total 2 

Year? excavation: 
Central Gaulish Lezoux 
A 	 37 2 
C 	 33or33a 2 
D 	 Walt 79/80 1 
E 	 31 2 

36 1 
Walt 79 or 79R 1 
LudTg 1 

G 	 45 1 
total 11 

East Gaulish ?kiln 
E 	 36 1 

total 1 
overall total 653 

I am indebted to Miss B. M. Dickinson and Mr B. R. 
Hartley for providing the information on which the notes on 
the potters' stamps are based. Generally each stamp entry 
reads as follows: Vessel Form; Fabric; Date; Name of potter; 
Die number; Reading; Pottery; 1Parallels. 

The superscript numbers attached to the names of potter-
ies mean: 

An example, or examples, of the same stamp are known 
from the pottery. 
That other stamps of the same potter, but not that 
particular one, are known from the pottery, or potteries, 
in question. 
That the stamp is assigned to the pottery named on 
grounds of fabric and, or, distribution. 

A fully comprehensive catalogue is placed with the site 
archive. 

3 Unfortunately stamps 40-44 were mislaid after recording 
and satisfactory drawing could not be made from rubbings 
alone. 

OTHER POTTERY 

Hugh Toller 

Only the coarse pottery from the 1953 season has been 
fully sorted and reported on here, since the material 
seems to be very mixed in date. The 1954 and 1955 
assemblage has been examined and is of similar character 
to the 1953 material. Jeany Poulsen sorted and quanti-
fled the pottery. 

Pottery representing 1 145 vessels was recovered, and 
numbers and percentages of vessels by fabric are shown 
in Table 1, (these statistics are based on a vessel count). 
No attempt has been made to define the date ranges of 
forms or fabrics as a whole: general observations on 
dating have been made under fabric discussions and in 
discussion of the pit groups. 

It is clear that several of the local coarse wares (group 
2) may come from Hadham (fabrics 11-14, 22, 23 and 
26), a large kiln site some ten km to the south-west of the 
site which produced both fine and coarsewares from the 
second century. I am indebted to Chris Going for 
information on work in progress on this site and the kiln 
products, but detailed analysis must await further infor-
mation on the Hadham products and their dating. 
(Vessels from pit groups are numbered in italics) 5 YR 
etc. are colour references to the Munsell colour chart. 
Illustrated series (Figs., 12-16) 
Group 1: calcite gritted wares 
Fabric 1: Local coarse calcite gritted ware: 
Medium hard, very coarse, lumpy, frequent large well-
sorted sub-angular quartz, frequent fine well-sorted mica 
and calcite; sparse very fine sub-angular grog. Very dark 
grey with a rough and lumpy feel and hackly fractures. 
Not closely datable. 
Fig. 12: 
1 : Body sherd of a large storage jar; external combed 
decoration. (A3, layer 3). 
Fabric 2: Calcite gritted ware: (including east Midlands 
ware). 
Medium hard, coarse, abundant ill-sorted angular fine, 
medium, and large calcite, occasional sub-angular 
medium grog; sub-angular fine quartz. Very dark grey 
(2.5 YR 2.5/0) to reddish-buff (2.5 YR 4/6): interior 
usually latter. Soapy feel and hackly fracture. 
2: External grooved decoration. (Baulk GH, layer 4). 3: 
(Ni, layer 2). 4: (N3, layer 2) (Frere 1972 No. 666); 5: 
(K6, layer 4). 6: (P6, layer 2). 7: (E2, layer 2). 8: (M4-M5 
Pit 4, layer 3). 9: (Pit 6, layer 4). 10: (A1—Bl, layer 2). 11: 
(Pit 4, layer 3). 12: (Pit 1, layer 5). 13: (Pit 4, layer 3). 14: 
(Pit 4,  layer 3). 15: (Pit 6, layer 4). 16: (Pit 1, layer 4). 17: 
(Pit 6, layer 4). 18: base, (N3, layer 2). 
Forms in this ware appears to fall into three categories: 
the early Roman, partly hand-madejars (Nos. 2 and 3) in 
late Iron Age tradition; the Antonine and later bead rim 
jars (Nos. 3-7; Frere 1972, 328, Nos. 895, 896 and 1100) 
and the 4th century collared jars with outcurved rims 
(Nos. 8-18; No. 14: AD 360+ in mid Essex). 
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Figure 14: Great Chesterford: pottery Nos. 54-87 at - life size. 



\_94 	7 
100 

¶.  YIT 
97 	98 

104 

EXCAVATIONS AT GREAT CHESTERFORD 
	 27 

7 
106- 

1071 	 1081 

109. 	
110 

 

112 - 	111 1 	 -Th 	 113t' 

I 	114 	)116 

t 	 117 

115 V118i 

119 

L4J 

)=- - 120 

(&121  /9 
'\ 

nPr cV7F: 	jicLJJ1( 
123 	 125 /126\ 

I 
124 

, 
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Fabric 3.• Dense calcite gritted ware 
Medium hard, coarse, lumpy, abundant ill-sorted angu-
lar calcite, medium sub-angular well-sorted fine quartz. 
Uniform mid grey, powdery feel and hackly fracture. 
Storage jars, generally similar to fabric 2, but much 
denser. 
Fig. 16: 
146: Handle of patera or dish: 1954, stratification 
uncertain. 
Fabric 4: Calcite gritted ware (not illus). 
Hard, coarse, abundant, ill-sorted calcite, buff, soapy 
feel and crisp fracture. Storage jars, not illustrated. 
Fabric 5: Calcite gritted ware (not illus.) 
Hard, coarse, abundant ill-sorted angular quartz, 
medium sub-angular well-sorted calcite. Orange buff, 
smooth externally, internally heavily pitted. Storage jars, 
not illustrated. 
It is unclear whether fabrics 3, 4, and 5 can be grouped 
with fabrics 1 and 2. 
Fabric 6: Sandy Calcite gritted ware 
Hard coarse abundant ill-sorted medium and fine quartz; 
abundant well-sorted very fine mica; medium sub-angu 
lar, ill-sorted fine, medium and large calcite. Dark brown 
to black, rough feel, hackly fractures. Probably local. 
Fig. 12: 
19: (L3, layer 2.) 
Fabric 7: Sandy calcite gritted ware 
Hard, fairly coarse, abundant ill-sorted angular quartz; 

medium ill-sorted sub-rounded calcite; frequent well-
sorted very fine mica pale orange-buff, sandy and pow-
dery feel with rough fractures. 

(G4, layer 2). 
Nos. 19 and 20 date from after AD 150. 

Fabric Group 2: Local Coarse wares 

Fabric 8: Coarse grey slipped ware 
Hard, fairly coarse, abundant well-sorted angular small 
medium and large quartz. Medium grey (5 YR 6/1), 
reddish-buffmargins (5 YR 6/3), hght grey slip (10 YR 1/ 
2), sandy feel and rough fractures. Storage jars. 

(Pit 2, layer 4). 22: (D3, layer 2). Nos. 21 and 22 date 
from after AD 250 

Fabric 9: Local coarse sandy grey ware (not illus.) 
Hard, quite dense, abundant, well-sorted, angular 
quartz; frequent well-sorted mica; moderate well-sorted 
very fine calcite. Greyish pink, gritty. Storage jars. 
Fabric 10: Local coarse sandy grey ware 
Hard, fairly coarse, abundant ill-sorted and medium 
quartz; moderate ill-sorted fine calcite; sparse ill-sorted 
fine clacite; sparse well-sorted medium grog. Dark grey, 
brown or reddish brown, sometimes externally bur -
nished, soapy feel. 
Fig. 13: 
23: Bowl (Dl, layer 2). AD 150-200 
This is rather different to the other local sandy ware, 
containing much mica and having traces of a darker red 
slip and burnishing. It may be related to a bowl found in 
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Coichester which was thought to be imitating a bronze 
patera (Hull 1963, 107, Fig. 59, 29). 

Fabric ii: Local coarse grey sandy ware 
Hard, abundant, sub-rounded quartz inclusions and 
vesicles, frequent very fine mica. Dark to mid grey, rough 
feel and fracture. AD 250-400 
24: (Dl + ,layer 2), 25: (P4, layer 4). 26: notched and 
grooved decoration on the shoulder (B4, layer2). 27: (Pit 
41  layer 3). 28: (K4, layer 2). 29: (Pit 3, layer 5). 30: finger 
impressed decoration externally (Pit 2, layer 3). 3 1 : (Pit 2, 
layer 3). 32: (Ki, layer 3). 33: (C2, layer 3). 34: (Ki, layer 

35: (Pit 5, layer 4). 36: (P4, layer 4). 37: (F3, layer 2). 
38: (M6, layer 4). 39: (J3, layer 2). 40: (Il—Ji). 41: (P4 5  
layer 2). 42: (KS, layer 2). 43: (Ki, layer 2). 44: (P1, layer 

45: (Pit 5, layer 5). 46: (KS, layer 2). 47: (N4, layer 2). 
body sherd with combed decoration (Pit 4, layer 4). 
Bowl; (K6, layer 4). 50: Dish; (N6, layer 5). S 1: 

Flanged bowl; (Hi, layer 2). 
Most ofthe vessels in fabric ii can be assigned to the late 
third or fourth centuries, particularly the 'Braughing' 
jars with horizontal ruling (Nos. 26 and 38: Frere 1972, 
Nos. 1238, 1239). It is likely that many of these fabric 11 
vessels were made at Hadham, which is probably the 
origin of the earlier fabrics 12, 13, 14 and iS. There are 
almost certainly some vessels from Alice Holl repre 
sented here (Nos. 33 and 35). AD350 + 

Fabric 12: Local sandy grey coarse ware 
Hard, abundant well-sorted quartz; frequent sub-angu-
lar well-sorted ?flint inclusions and vesicles; abundant 
well-sorted fine mica; sparse rounded grog. Smooth 
externally, hackly fracture. Yellow-grey; thin dark grey 
paint or paste externally. 
52: (Pit 2, layer 5). 53: (A3, layer 2). 
Fabric 12 seems to be a variant of Fabric 11, and dates 
from after AD 250. 

Fabric 13: Local coarse sandy grey ware 
As Fabric 12, but pinkish-grey and without the ?fiint 
inclusions. 
Fig. 14: 
54: (LS, layer 2). 55: (Ki, layer 2). 56: (GS, layer 2). 57: 
(Pit 6, layer 4). 58: (08, layer 5). 
Bowls: 59: (Il—Ji, layer 2). 60: (13—K3, layer 2). 
The forms in this fabric are earlier than those in Fabrics 
1 1 and 12, dating from c. AD 150-250, and fabric 18 may 
be a precursor. 

Fabric 14.• Cream-slipped, well-made sandy coarse ware 
Medium hard, abundant well-sorted sub-angular fine 
quartz inclusions, and visicles; sparse, ill-sorted angular 
calcite; frequent well-sorted very fine mica buff-orange 
with cream slip, gritty and powdery feel and rough 
fractures. 
61: creamy buffpaint externally andjust inside rim: (Al-
Bi, layer 2). 62: faint traces of horizontal bands in red-
brown and cream paint, (Pit 2, layer 3). 63: (Pit 2, layer 4 
and 6). 64: (Pit 6, layer 5). 65: Lid (C2, layer 3). 66: (G—H, 
layer 4). 67: Handle (14-16, layer 2). 68: (C4, layer 4). 69: 
(pit 2, layer 4). 70: Bowl (P1, layer 4). 
Fig. 16: 
147: 1954 (3B9, layer 3). 
Fabric 14, like Fabrics 11-13, may be from Hadham: it is 
also very similar to Fabric 22, Fabric 14 dates from c. A D 
250-400. 

Fabric 15: Well-made grey coarse ware 
Very hard, abundant, well-sorted, sub-angular quartz; 
frequent fine mica. Mid grey, smooth feel and hackly 
fracture. 
Fig. 14: 

Flagon (M5, layer 2). 
Beaker (C2, layer 2). 
(Pit 5, layer 6). 74: (B3, layer 4). 75: (Pit 2, layer 4). 76: 

(A2, layer 2). 77: (F3, layer 2). 78: (Ml, layer 2). 79: (Pit 
5, layer 4). 80: (Pit 4, layer 3). 81 : Pedestal base (B4, layer 
2). 82 and 83: Bowls (Al, layer 2 and HS, layer 2). 84: 
(K6, layer 3). 85: (MS. layer 2). 
Fig. 16: 

Bowl with stabbed decoration (1954, 2B3, layer 3). 
Large storage jar with frilled rim; stabbed deco-

ration; Not illustrated base of a jar pierced as a strainer. 
Both 1954, stratification uncertain. 
Fabric 15, the most prolific on the site, is datable as is 
Fabric 11 on similar grounds, to AD 250-400. 
Fabric 16: Local coarse ware (not illus). 
Hard, abundant well-sorted angular quartz inclusions 
and vesicles, greyish orange with a dark grey slip 
externally. 
Fabric 1 7: Well made sandy coarse wares, black-burnished 
Very hard; abundant fairly well-sorted angular quartz; 
occasional sub-angular fine calcite; fine mica. Dark grey 
with about shoulder dark grey to black burnishing. 
Rough feel though burnished externally, crisp fracture. 
Fig. 14: 
86 and 87 (both Pit 2, layer 6). 
Fabric 17 should probably be grouped with Fabric 18, 
although Nos. 86 and 87 are only burnished on the upper 
parts. c. AD 200-250. 

Fabric 18: Sandy coarse ware, black-burnished 
Very hard; abundant well-sorted angular fine quartz; 
frequent fine mica; occasional fine calcite. Dark grey, 
with dark grey to black burnishing, smooth feel with 
crisp fractures. 
Fig. 15: 
88 and 89 burnished externally and just over rim inter-
nally; (Pit 5, layer 4 and Pit 2, layer 2). 
90: Dish (Pit 2, layer 5). C. AD 225 + 

Fabric 19. Sandy micaceous ware, black-burnished 
As Fabric 18, with abundant ill-sorted mica on surface. 
Fig. 16: 

rim of 'Romano-Saxon' bowl with impressed deco-
ration. (2B9, layer 3). C. AD 250+ 

Fabric 20. Fine slipped grey ware 
Hard, very dense, frequent well-sorted angular quartz; 
sparse angular grog. Mid grey; slightly yellowish grey 
slip internally and externally, soapy and slightly grainy 
feel, irregular fracture. 
Fig. 15: 
91 : Pedestal base of a large jar or flagon, AD 1 50 + 
(General layer 2 over Pit 2). 

Fabric 21: Buff-slipped sandy grey ware 
Dense, not very hard; abundant well-sorted sub-angular 
very fine quartz; sparse sub-angular coarse quartz; fre 
quent well-sorted fine mica. Mid grey with yellowy buff 
slip externally, smooth, slightly powdery feel and rough 
fractures. 92: stabbed decoration on shoulder cordon 
(KS, layer 2). Possibly from Hadham c. 275-350. Same 
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form as Gentry, et al. 1977, 140 and 148, a Hadham 
colour coat of C. AD 300-350. 
Other Fabrics: The Finer Wares 

Fabric 22: Mica gilt ware 
Hard, moderate fine and sparse medium and large 
quartz; abundant fine black ironstone; abundant fine 
calcareous inclusions. Mid grey core, light brown mar-
gins with darker brown slip including gold mica. Smooth 
feel, hackly and slightly laminar fracture. 
93: Bowl (K6, layer 4). 94: Bowl (C3, layer 2). 
Both bowls are similar to Marsh 1978, 122, form 24, and 
they may have been produced at Colchester; the fabric is 
very similar to the colour-coat were (Fabric 30). Mica 
gilt were was made in the Antonine kilns there (Hull 
1963 9  17, 101, although not in this form. c.n 120-175. 
Fabric 23: Hadham colour-coat 
Hard, dense; abundant extremely fine quartz; sparse fine 
mica; moderate fine black ironstone. Pale orange pink; 
sometimes burnished externally (see Harden and Green 
1978 9  174); smooth and sandy feel, smooth fracture. 
95-97: flanged rims offlagons; (J5 + , layer 2; F3, layer 2; 
and Il-Ji , layer 2). These three flagons are paralleled in 
the 'Mithraeum' deposit at Colchester (Hull 1958, 135; 
Fig. 62 Nos. 36-47) which probably dates to the fourth 
century (contra Harden and Green 1978, 172). The form 
may well run on into the fourth century (see Going 1984, 
section XII.B for dating of Mithraeum). 
100: Beaker; (HI + , layer 2). 101 : Jar (Pit 3, layer 5). 102: 
Flagon (Pit 3, layer 5). 103: (Pit 5, layer 4). 104: (Hi +, 
layer 2). 105: Handled jar with frilled cordon under rim 
and moulded face decoration (Hi + , layer 2). 106: imi-
tation samian, form 36 (B4, layer 2). 107: Bowl; (Pit 1, 
layer 5). 108: imitation samian, form 31 (Hi, layer 2). 
109: imitation samian, form 31 (Hi, layer 2). 110: 
imitation samian, form 37 (Pit 5, layer 6). 1 1 1: Bowl (A2, 
layer 2). 1 12: pedestal base from bowl (G4, layer 2). 113: 
Pedestal base: imitation samian form 31 (1,954 9  2B2). 
All these forms date from after 250. Nos. 101 (Hull 1963, 
form 296) and 105 (ibid form 290) are post AD 350, while 
Nos. 109 and 113 are probably earlier than 350. 

Fabric 24: Local white ware ofpossible Colchester origin. 
Hard, dense, abundant ill-sorted angular medium 
quartz; sparse, well-sorted fine red ironstone. Pale cream, 
smooth feel, rough fracture. 

Narrow neck jar or flagon (C3, layer 2). 
Unguent pot, perhaps originally with a brown slip 

(AS, layer 2). 

Fabric 25: Verulamium region white ware 
Hard, dense, abundant, ill-sorted angular medium and 
large quartz; sparse, well-sorted, angular, medium, red 
ironstone. Pink (SYR 8/4), 
1 16: Ring-necked flagon c. i 130-160 (Marsh and Tyers 
1979, 550: 1B9) (KS, layer 2). 
117: Ring necked-flagon, C. AD 100-150 (Marsh and 
Tyers 1979, 549; 1B4) (Cl, layer 3). 
F'abric 26: cf Fabric 19. 

Fabric 27: South Gaiic wine amphora 
Dense, scratchable; frequent well-sorted, fine quartz; 
occasional large quartz; sparse fine mica. Buff-light pink 
(SYR 7/4). 
1 18: Dressel 30 amphora (Hull 1963, form 188) c. AD 60-
225 for discussion see Green 1980, 42 (01, layer 2). 

Fabric 28: (not illus). 
Sherds only of a soft, dense fabric, abundant angular ill-
sorted quartz sparse, sub-angular, well-sorted calcite. 
Pinky orange with dark red colour coat. The form 
represented by one base (I-J, layer 2) is that of a ?flagon; 
this fabric represents a type of imitation samian, proba 
bly local. 
Fabric 29: Nene Valley colour-coat (See Howe et al, 1981 
and Anderson 1980, 55). 

Cornice rim beaker with rouletted band on 
shoulder. AD 175-250. (PS, layer 2). 

Beaker, probably fluted, with upright curved rim (as 
Howe et al, 1981, Nos. 35, 36 and 40). AD 175-250 (B4, 
layer 2). 

Bag-shaped beaker with barbotine scroll. AD 190-
250 (C4, layer 4). 

as 121, with painted decoration. AD 225-275 (Bi, 
layer 2). 

Curved rim fluted beaker in over-fired grey fabric. 
AD 190-225. (Pit 2, layer 6). 

Fluted beaker with applied scales, light red fabric, 
oxidised internally. AD 170-300 (I?J, layer 2). 

Plain rim bag-shaped beaker (as Anderson 1980, 
Fig. 15.2) in oxidised fabric. Ai1 190-250 (Pit 2, layer 5). 
Fig. 16: 

Bag-shaped beaker with rouletted decoration, and 
unusual girth cordon. AD 190-300 (Pit 2, layer 4). 

Beaker. AD 175-250 (C3, layer 2). 
Base ofjar or flagon with bevel. AD 275 + (Bi, layer 

4). 
130 and 131: Fragments of castor box lid, 190-330 (Ii, 
layer 3 and C3, layer 2). 

Castor box: earlier fine form, n 190-250 (K!, layer 
2). 

Imitation samian; form 36; AD 275-350 (F3 + , layer 
2). 

Imitation samian; form 31; AD 275-350 (Ii, layer 2). 
Bowl base AD 275+ (Il-Ji, layer 2). 

Fabric 30: Colchester colour coat 
Medium hard to hard; sparse very fine mica; sparse to 
abundant, mainly medium fine black iron ore; medium 
fine clear and opaque quartz; rare medium black iron 
ore; fine to coarse red iron can occur. The chalky boulder 
clay of Colchester from which these vessels are made 
contains varying quantities of very fine white calcerous 
inclusions, rarely coarse, which are not often discernable 
at 25 x magnification, but which give rise to a streaky 
effect if the fracture is scraped. 

Core colour varies from pink (S YR 8/4) to dark grey 
(5 YR 4/1) with most commonly grey, pinkish grey and 
light red and reddish brown (S YR 6/1, 7/1-7/4, 6/2-6/4). 
It can also be light red and reddish yellow (2.5 YR 6/4-6/ 
8; 5 YR 8/4, 7/6-7/8) with oxidised or reduced surfaces; if 
the surfaces are reduced, often part of the core is as well, 
giving a red/grey/red or grey/red/grey sandwich. The 
surfaces are reduced in the main (5 YR 3/1), usually 
matt, rarely glossy. Occasionally they are oxidised inter-
nally, whereas Nene valley products are commonly so. 
Smooth fracture and feel. 

Base of rouletted beaker in oxidised fabric; AD 120-
180. (B3, layer 2). 
Not illustrated: base of rough cast beaker; AD 120-180 
(L954, 2B7, layer 3). 

Body sherd of a bag-shaped beaker with barbotine 
decoration in panels divided by elongated dots. One 
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panel contains an animal, probably a deer, whose feet 
survive. The rest of the surviving decoration shows ?part 
of a wing? of a bird with raised ribs depicting ?feathers. 
An unusual figurative element. 

This is an unusual and interesting vessel. Although the 
fabric appears to be Coichester, it is not the usual fabric 
produced there, and it is possible that it comes from the 
Nene Valley or the Continent. The fabric has abundant 
fine, occasional medium and sparse very large (c. 1 mm 
diameter) calcareous inclusions; a laminar appearance 
and a few vesicles. These are all features that might 
suggest the Nene Valley as a possible source. The core 
colour, a light grey (5 YR 7/1)/reddy orange (5 YR 8/4)/ 
light grey sandwich, is uncommon at Colchester. 

The most remarkable feature is the colour-coating, 
which appears to be glazed rather than glossed. Several 
types of Roman slipped wares, notably samian but also 
some common colour-coated ware like Cologne ware, 
have a glossy surface that appears glazed because it is 
slipped with a very fine clay containing a high proportion 
ofillite (Hodges 1964, 34). Other colour-coats can have a 
partial gloss from over-firing for example, New Forest, 
Coichester and Nene Valley wares. But this sherd ap 
pears to have a glaze, greenish black generally and light 
green over the highest parts ofbarbotine (5 YR 2.5/1 to 5 
YR 5/3). Definition of its source and the nature of the 
glaze mUst await further research and chemical analysis 
(1,954 E, layer 3). 
Fabric 31: Colour-coats from unknown sources 
138: Bag-shaped beaker with plain beaded rim; mid 
brown colour-coat externally with two fine quality rou-
letted bands and soapy feeling burnish. Fine light red 
fabric very similar to Fabric 30. Possibly an unknown 
from Colchester form. (Pit 2, layer 3). 
1 39: Small cornice rim beaker with narrow rouletted 
band on shoulder and unusual rouletted band on cordon 
underneath cornice; fabric as 104; (K!, layer 2). 

Plain internally cupped rim with external groove; 
light red core with light grey margins and dark brown 
colour-coat externally and just below rim internally. 
Abundant fine quartz and moderate fine black ironstone. 
Similar to Cam. 402 and 403 (Hull 1963). An imitation of 
Continental third century forms. AD 300 + (Al, layer 2). 

Plain beaded foot of tall fluted scaled beaker; same 
fabric as 140, and possibly same vessel, although this 
form usually has a plain funnelled neck (Howe, et al 
1981, No. 39 (AD 250-300. (Pit 3, layer 5). 

Base ofrouletted beaker, probably pentice moulded. 
Similar fabric to 140 and 141, dark brown colour-coat 
overall. 300 + (Pit 3, layer 5). 

Undercut rim ofjar; slightly distorted and possibly a 
waster. Fabric similar to 138 and 139 with sparse large 
calcareous inclusions. (C3 + , layer 2, beside the feet of 
the skeleton). 
Fabric 32: Painted parchment ware 
Moderate medium and fine clear and opaque quartz; 
sparse fine medium and large red ironstone. Off-white 
with yellowish slip and dark brown paint; smooth feel, 
rough fracture. 

Body sherds of two side-bodied vessels, probably 
flagons, with dark brown painted decoration over a light 
or medium brown slip. AD 250 + (Pit 6, layer 4). 
This fabric is probably fairly local, or from the Nene 
Valley where brown painted parchment ware is known 
(Howe, et a! 1981, 26). The Nene Valley wares are not  

known in detail and the range of forms and the distance 
they was traded are uncertain. It is not clear whether 
vessels with a yellowy slip like those here were made. 
Moderate quantities of brown and black painted parch-
ment ware are found in eastern England, and it is 
uncertain whether they come from the Nene Valley or 
other sources. 

Painted parchment ware was made at Colchester in the 
later second century (Hull 1963, 107, 128; Figs. 71.1, 17.2 
and 3: see Fabric 33 here). It is unlikely that Fabric 32 
comes from Colchester, or from Oxford where the 
painted decoration was usually red (Young 1977, 82). 
Segmental dishes in a buff fabric with cream colour-coat 
and orange or brown painted decoration were made at 
Pakenham (Smedley and Owles, 1961, Fig. 39d, e and 1), 
and probably elsewhere in East Anglia, perhaps not far 
from Great Chesterford. 
Fabric 33: Painted parchment ware 
Medium fine quartz, sparse medium quartz, occasional 
medium black and red ironstone; frequent fine cal-
careous inclusions. Pink, smooth feel, powdery and 
smooth fractures. 

Fragment of the neck of a face mask flagon; 
diameter at least 120 mm. Eye is formed by two scored 
lines. Eyelids and hair painted in red-brown. AD 300 + 
(K, layer 2). 

This fabric is very similar to Fabric 31 from Colchester 
and possibly originates there. White ware face flagons 
are known from Colchester in the fourth century (Hull 
1963, 187; No. 369) and some may have been made there 
as well as in the Nene Valley, or Oxfordshire (Young 
1977, 84; P3). See Fabric 32 above. 
Continental colour-coated wares 
It is possible that Nos. 119 and 137 are Continental. 119 
is a particularly fine white version of Fabric 29, and 
although the abundant fine ironstone inclusions and 
light buff core are compatible with a Nene Valley origin, 
it could come from another source, perhaps the Rhine-
land. This depends on whether 'Cologne ware' is invaria-
bly pure white (Anderson 1981, 325, 330, form 3). Ifit is 
from the Rhineland the dating would be revised to r 
125-185. 
No. 146 see Fabric 3; No. 147 see Fabric 14; Nos. 148 
and 149 see Fabric 15; and No. 150 see Fabric 19. 

Two sherds ofsandy Saxon pottery are not illustrated or 
discussed here as they will be included in the report on the 
Saxon cemetery. Also in the collection were sherds repre-
senting about 35 oxidised post-medieval earthernware 
vessels. 

Table 1 : number of vessels, 1953 only. 

Fabric % Fabric Number 
group 	Nos. 

1 	Calcite gritted ware 7 
Local coarse 1 	 1 5 
E. Midlands or similar 2 34 
Other (dense) 3 4 
Other (dense) 4 2 
Other (dense) 5 4 
Other (sandy) 6 2 
Other (sandy) 7 29 

2 	Local coarse wares 2 	76 
Grey slipped 8 23 
Sandy grey ware 9 42 
Sandy grey ware 10 10 
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Sandy grey ware 11 179 
Sandy grey ware 12 8 
Sandy grey ware 13 66 
Sandy ware (cream slip) 14 82 
Sandy grey ware 15 269 
Sandy ware (grey slip) 16 3 

Sandy ware (black 
burnished) 17 9 

Sandy ware (black 
burnished) 18 145 

Sandy ware (black 
burnished) 19 5 

Sandy grey ware 20 22 
Fine slipped grey ware 26 1 
Sandy pink ware 28 6 
Buff slipped sandy grey 

ware 22 4 
3 	Colour-coats etc. 
Mica gilt ware 3 • 	 21 4 
Hadham colour-coat 4 4 	23 50 
Whiteware (?local) 5 24 3 
Whiteware (Verulamium) 6 1 	25 6 
South Gallic amphora 7 27 1 
Nene Valley colour-coat 8 10 	29 116 
Colchester colour-coat 9 30 3 
Unknown source colour- 

coat 10 • 	 31 3 
Painted parchment ware 

?Nene Valley 11 32 2 
Painted parchment ware 

?Colchester 12 33 1 
Total 1148 

A list of pottery forms and factories by context is deposited with 
the archive. 

THE MORTARIA 

Kay Hartley 

Mortarium Type Seriesfor Great Chesterford 

Fig. 17: 
Type 1. Mortarium with fairly deep flange which rises 
above the bead; made mainly in the period AD 95-130 but 
a date up to w 150 cannot be ruled out. Eg Schwab 
1978, p. 209, Fig. 88, No. 529; Frere 1972, Fig. 115, No. 
550. Verulamium region. Fabric 3. 
Type 2. Mortarium with rather shallow flange, outward 
pointing at distal end, produced by such potters as 
Driccius (Frere 1972, Fig. 118, Nos. 74-75). Ex. ibid., 
1024. Verulamium region, Fabric 3. AD 110/115-150 
Type 3. Mortarium with shallow, wide, curved flange and 
low, inward pointing bead. Fabrics 12 and 16. AD 130-
180. (illus. Fabric 16). 
Type 4A. Typical Antomne hooked rim with large bead 
(Hemsley 1961, Fig. 4, Nos. 9 and 20). Fabric 18. 
Probably Mancetter-Hartshill. AD 150-180. 
Type 4B. Typicallate Antonine hooked rim, produced in 
the Mancetter-Hartshill potteries, as produced by potters 
like Sennius, Maurius, lunius and others (ibid., Fig. 4, 
No. 19). Fabric 18. AD 150-200. 
Type 5. Shallow rim with flattened bead, and the distal 
end of the flange tucked under. Fabric 7. Probably 
Northamptonshire w 140-190. 
Type 6. A very distinctive type of mortarium with 
prominent, in-facing bead and shallow flange with distal 
end turned under; the rim-profile shows an interesting 
similarity to Type 5. The only surviving spout is a type 
commonly produced in flanged mortaria of third or late 
second-century date. Lower Nene valley, probably in the 
Castor-Stibbington area. Fabric 16. C. AD 170-220. 

THE PIT GROUPS 

Pit 1 layer 3 lid of seal box, No. 2; pottery No. 107. layer 
4 pottery No. 16; layer 5 bronze pin No. 12; pottery No. Type 7. Mortarium with thick stubby flange. Fabric 3. 12. Fourth century. 	 Verulamium region. AD 120-150. 
Pit 2 layer 2 iron spoon No. 50, pottery No. 89. layer 3 
iron knife No. 52; pottery Nos. 31, 62 & 138. layer 5 
pottery Nos. 52, 90 & 126. layer 6 pottery Nos. 86, 87 & 
124. layer uncertain mortarium type 15B (AD C. 180-240) 
and type 38 (late 3rd or 4th century). After AD 250: Nene 
Valley beakers; Braughing jar (75), and coarse wares 
(Fabrics 11, 12 & 14) which could be from Hadham. 
Pit 3 layer 5 iron Nos. 53, 57 & 58, and probably iron 
Nos. 54, 55 & 56; pottery Nos. 29, 101, 102, 141 & 142. 
Later 4th century: Hadham jar (101) and probably 
pentice moulded beaker (142). 
Pit 4 layer 3 pottery Nos. 8, 11, 13, 14, 27, 48 & 80. layer 
4 iron No. 63. Fourth century, as there are calcite-gritted 
jars. 
Pit 5 layer 4 pottery Nos. 35, 79, 88, 98 & 103. layer 5 
pottery No. 45. layer 6 coins Nos. 9 & 14 (c. i 268-70), 
iron No. 66, pottery Nos. 73, 99 & 103. After 275: 
Hadham flagon, imitation Drag. 37. 
Pit 6 layer 4 pottery Nos. 9, 15, 17, 57 & 144, mortarium 
of type 25 (c. AD 150-250). layer 5 pottery no. 64. layer 6 
Antonine samian (No. 16). Fourth century: calcite grit-
ted ware and painted parchment ware. 

Type 8. A mortanum with small bead and in-turned 
flange. Fabric 14. Colchester. AD 135-175. 

Type 9A. A mortarium with deep, almost vertical flange 
and bead narrowing to a point; the illustrated vessel has 
a large bold spout. Fabric 15. Colchester & Essex. AD 
160-230; Fabric 14, 1 vessel At 160-210; Fabric 15, 1 
vessel AD 170-220 and 1 other AD 180-250. 
Type 9B. A stubby, probably late, version of Hull 1963, 
Fig. 87, No. 3. Colchester or elsewhere in Essex. AD 
190-260. 
Type 10. As Type 9 but with distal end of flange turned 
under. Coichester, AD 160-230. 
Type 11. Mortarium with large, upright bead and turned 
flange. This form was made in the Verulamium region 
and in the Oxford potteries (Young 1977, M10 & Mu), 
the latter almost certainly derived from the Verulamium 
region by the movement ofpotters. Fabric 3 Verulamium 
region AD 140-200 (ibid.). Not illustrated: Fabric 1 
Oxford, 1 vessel AD 180-240 (ibid.). 

Type 12. Similar to Type 1 1 but with a central groove in 
the top of the bead; primarily produced in the Verula- 
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mium region but production may have occurred in the 
Oxford potteries and in workshops in Northampton-
shire. Fabric 3 AD 140-200. Not illustrated: Fabric 4, 1 
vessel; Fabric 6, 1 vessel, both c. AD 140-200. 
Type 13. A lower Nene Valley equivalent ofType 11; the 
basic similarity is clear yet the form is quite distinctive 
and also rather rare. Fabric 16. AD 170-220. 
Type 14. Probably related to Type 11 but a rather 
unusual form for the potteries in the Verulamium region. 
Fabric 5 AD 140-220. 
Type 15A. Young 1977, form M10.4, sjmilar to Type 11 
but with shorter, squat flange. Fabric 1 Oxford, AD 180-
240. Plus 1 vessel not illustrated. 
Type 15B. Similar to Type 15A but with turned-under 
flange like form Young Mu. 1; bead-turned spout. Fab 
nc 1 Oxford, AD 180-240. Plus 3 vessels not illustrated. 
Type 16. Near to Young form M11.3 but with a much 
deeper flange than that suggests. Fabric 1, Oxford, AD 
180-240. 
Type 17. Unusual form, perhaps the mortarium equiva-
lent to Young's bowl W62.1 (AD 240-300); bead-turned 
spout. Fabric 1. 
Type 18. Form Young M18, with distal end of flange 
turned-under and joined into the flange. Fabric 1, 
Oxford, AD 240-300. Plus 3 vessels not illustrated. 
Type 19. Possibly equivalent to Young M20. Fabric 1, 
Oxford AD 240-300. 
Type 20. Unusual form in white coated fabric, possibly 
nearest to WC4. Fabric 2. Oxford, probably AD 240-300. 
Type 21. Mortarium with high bead and ortho-flange 
turned sharply downwards at the distal end; bead-turned 
spout. Verulamium region and Northamptonshire, pos-
sibly also Essex. Probably third-century. Illustrated: 
Fabric 3 (unusual form for Verulamium region potter-
ies). Not illustrated: I vessel, Fabric 8. 
Type 22. A collared mortarium, similar to those made in 
large quantities in the Rhineland from the mid-second 
century perhaps up to the mid-third century. Most of 
those in Britain were imported but some were made here 
(see Down 1979 186, Fig. 69, No. 3 for an imported 
mortarium of similar form). British potters may not have 
made the form until somewhat later, C. AD 180. Fabric 
13, East Anglia, probably Essex. 
Fig. 18: 
Type 23. An unusual collared form, reeded at the top, 
possibly to be classed as Young M15 though there is 
considerable difference. Fabric 1, Oxford potteries C. AD 
180-240. 
Type 24. An incipient hammerhead type of the kind 
which overlaps the period when they were still being 
stamped. This example would fit any date within the 
period AD 160-220. The form has a broad plain central 
band with large upper and lower beads instead of the 
multiple beading associated with hammerhead mortana. 
Early mortaria of this type were stamped. Fabric 18. 
Mancetter-Hartshill, AD 160-220. 
Type 25. A wall-sided type with grooves at top and 
bottom of the vertical collar; typical of the potteries at 

Colchester c. AD 150-250 and of many small workshops 
in East Anglia, which were influenced by the Colchester 
potters or perhaps established by potters moving from 
Coichester (Hull 1963, Fig. 8, Nos. 12-13). Fabric 15 
Coichester, C. AD 1 50-230/250. Plus 5 vessels not 
illustrated. 
Type 26. A relatively unusual form used by Baro at 
Colchester and by a potter who worked at Ellingham. 
The form has never been recorded before in conjunction 
with Fabric 9 but there is no doubt that the potter was 
working in the Colchester tradition. He was working 
either in East Anglia or just possibly somewhere in the 
Nene Valley, including Northamptonshire; wherever the 
vessel was made, the potter himself may well have come 
from East Anglia. Fabric 9. AD 160-220. 
Type 27. The basic collared form is common enough in 
the Colchester mortaria (Hull 1963, Fig. 87, No. 1), but I 
have seen no other example of one with reeding over the 
whole rim, a practice normal in the potteries in the lower 
Nene Valley (see Types 28, 29 etc.) Bead-turned spout. 
East Anglia, probably Colchester. Fabric 12 
Third-century. 
Type 28. Mortarium with large upright bead and 
rounded flange with continuous reeding over it and the 
distal end turned back underneath; bead-turned spout. 
Fabric 16, lower Nene Valley; probably third-century. 
Not illustrated: 7 vessels Fabric 16; 4 vessels Fabric 17. 
Type 29. Similar to Type 28 but less strongly curved and 
becoming nearer to the hammerhead forms; bead-turned 
spout. Fabric 16; lower Nene Valley; third-century or 
early fourth-century. Plus 14 vessels not illustrated. 
Type 30. A lower Nene Valley equivalent to Type 24 but 
rarely produced. Fabric 16; c. At 230-350. 
Type 31. Another rare variant. Fabric 16; lower Nene 
Valley; probably third- or fourth-century. 
Type 32. A mortarium with straight reeded flange but 
with high upstanding bead; bead-turned spout; Fabric 
16; lower Nene Valley; probably third- or early fourth-
century. Plus 9 vessels not illustrated. 
Type 33. A streamlined version of Type 32. Fabric 16; 
lower Nene Valley, late third- or fourth-century. Plus 2 
vessels not illustrated. 
Type 34. (Not illustrated). A mortarium of perfect ham-
mer-head form with bead and reeds in a straight diagonal 
line. Fabric 16, lower Nene Valley; r 250-400. Plus 5 
vessels Fabric 16; 2 vessels Fabric 17. 
Type 35. Mortarium with almost horizontal, reeded 
flange, and inward pointing bead. Fabric 16; lower Nene 
Valley; late third- or fourth-century. Plus 5 vessels not 
illustrated. 
Type 36. Mortarium with upstanding bead and plain, 
near horizontal flange. Fabric 16; lower Nene Valley; 
probably late third- or fourth-century. Plus 2 vessels not 
illustrated. 
Type 37. Mortarium with high bead and drooping, 
reeded flange; bead-turned spout. Fabric 16; lower Nene 
Valley; AD 250-400. Plus 2 vessels not illustrated. 
Type 38. Reeded wall-sided mortarium. Fabric 16; lower 
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Nene Valley; late third- or fourth-century. Plus 4 vessels 5. Verulamium region. 
not illustrated. 	 Coarser than Fabric 3, with more tempering but 

hrnwn and with erim s1in trithritin wii1d he similar 
Type 39. As Type 38 but with a broad, plain, central 
band on the wall; bead-turned spout. Fabric 16; lower 
Nene Valley; late third- or fourth-century. Plus 1 vessel 
not illustrated. 
Type 40. As Type 39 but with scored wavy line on the 
plain band. Fabric 16; lower Nene Valley; probably 
fourth-century. 

Stratification 
All the mortaria come from layers 2 and 3, the 

majority from layer 2. There is one ofType 25 from Pit 6, 
layer 4, and from Pit 2 come one example of Type 15B 
and one ofType 38. 

All stratification details can be found in the complete 
archive. 

A mortarium stamp from Great Chesterford. (Not 
illustrated. 
(Context E3). Dr. c. 28 cms. In Fabric 14, with a stamp 
from one of the dies used by the 'herringbone' potters of 
Colchester (Hull 1963, Fig. 60, No. 37). Other stamps 
from the same die are known from the Amport area, nr. 
Andover; Birdoswald; Bishops Stortford; Colchester 
(many); Hacheston, Suffolk; Hambleden villa, Bucks; 
London; Richborough; Rough Castle and Springhead. 
The dating for the commoner Coichester herringbone 
dies comes mainly from stamps found at forts on the 
Antonine Wall. A date within the period AD 135-175 
would fit the evidence. 

Mortarium Fabrics - Great Chesterford 

Oxford (Cowley, Headington, Sandford etc.) (Young 
1977). 

Slightly sandy, off-white fabric occasionally with pink-
ish core, and sometimes with cream or buff slip; a little, 
small to tiny, quartz (as the trituration) and red-brown 
(opaque) tempering. The very distinctive tnturation con-
sists entirely of mixed pink, brownish and transparent 
quartz. The texture of this fabric varies according to the 
amount of tempering and the finer version has little if 
any tempering and is noticeably smoother than the rest. 

Oxford (Dorchester, Cowley, Sandford, Baldon etc.) 
(Young 1977). 

Fine textured, orange-brown fabric sometimes with 
grey core; a thin cream or white slip; little if any 
tempering; trituration as Fabric 1. 

Verulamium region (kilns known at Brockley Hill, 
Radlett and Verulamium). 

Slightly granular, greyish-cream fabric sometimes with 
pink core and occasionally with black core; the texture 
was obtained by the addition of well-sorted, tiny quartz 
grit probably with a little flint and sometimes with very 
sparse red-brown material but this fabric does not con-
tain as much tempering as often occurs in mortana made 
in this region, especially in earlier products. Trituration 
consists of flint, quartz and a little red-brown material. 

Verulamium region. 
Texture similar to Fabric 3 but buff-brown fabric with 

pale grey core; trituration would be similar to Fabric 3.  

to Fabric 3. 
Verulamium region. or Northamptonshire. 
Smooth and quite fine-textured, cream fabric with 

thick salmon pink core; some tiny quartz and red-brown 
inclusions; a few blackish and quartz grits survive. 

Probably Northamptonshire. 
Brownish-cream fabric with thick greyish-cream core 

and a moderate amount of tiny quartz, red-brown and 
black inclusions; no trituration survives. 

Northamptonshire or Essex. 
Pink-brown fabric with thick cream to grey core and a 

fair quantity of transparent and rose quartz, opaque red-
brown and occasional black inclusions; some black (pro-
bably iron-slag) and quartz trituration survives. 

Northamptonshire or Essex. 
Pink-brown fabric with pimply surface and pale grey 

core, packed with transparent and rose quartz and 
occasional red-brown and black inclusions; no tritu-
ration survives. 

Essex or just possibly Northamptonshire. 
Sandwich fabric, pink-brown and grey; surface is 

mostly grey but pink-brown in parts; many small to tiny 
quartz inclusions; black, probably iron-rich trituration. 
(1 sherd only). 

Probably Essex. 
Drab greyish-brown to grey fabric with a quantity of 

quartz and calcareous inclusions; quartz and black (pro-
bably iron-rich) trituration survives. The single example 
has a cream slip. This fabric is closely similar to fabric 
found at Mucking. 

Essex. 
Fine-textured, pale brown fabric with sparse, ill-

sorted, quartz and occasional calcareous and black inclu-
sion; quartz, flint, red-brown and black trituration. 

Essex. 
Basically fine-textured brown fabric, sometimes with 

grey core with similar type ofinclusions to Fabric 12 but 
in sufficient quantity to make the fabric slightly abrasive. 
Trituration similar to Fabric 12. 

Colchester. 
Basically fine-textured cream fabric with some ill-

sorted, mostly tiny, quartz, flint, and occasional red-
brown and black tempering; trituration mostly quartz 
and flint. 

Colchester. 
Similar in every way to Fabric 14 but with very little 

tempering, so that the fabric is very fine and powdery; 
the powdery quality may be due to chemical weathering. 
The colour of Fabrics 14 and 15 varies from yellowish-
cream to a distinctly brown-cream. 

Castor-Stibbington area of the lower Nene Valley. 
Hard, off-white fabric occasionally with pink core; 

some, mostly very fine red-brown and occasional quartz 
and black inclusions; there is often a brownish-buff slip. 
Trituration is composed of grey-black iron-slag-like 
material with very rarely a little haematite. 
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Nene Valley. 
Hard, orange-brown fabric sometimes with grey core; 

trituration as Fabric 16; a little red-brown quartz 
tempering. 

Mancetter-Hartshill, Warwickshire. 
Hard, fine-textured, creamy white fabric with a little, 

usually very fine quartz and red-brown temper with 
occasionally a little grey-black grog; the mortaria are 
normally self-coloured but the surface is sometimes fired 
to a pale buff. The three mortaria from Great Chester-
ford all have grey-black trituration composed of re-fired 
pottery. 

Northamptonshire or Mancetter-Hartshill. 
Hard cream fabric with buff-cream surface; red-

brown, quartz and occasional black inclusions, mostly 
tiny but some larger red-brown particles; no trituration 
survives. 

Discussion 

Fragments from a minimum of 127 mortaria were 
examined. They range in date from c. AD 100 to AD 350 ± 
and there is nothing in the sample to attest occupation in 
the second half of the fourth century. On a rough 
estimate about 2.3% were in use before AD 150, about 
20% in the second halfofthe second century and 76% in 
the period AD 200-350±. 

That there is only one stamp suggests that in the 
Antonine period mortaria were obtained from sources 
which no longer stamped them, though it is of course 
also a result of our not having many more mortaria 
earlier than AD 140. The Verulamium region potteries 
appear as the earliest suppliers though it is likely that a 
few would be obtained from the Colchester workshops in 
the first half of the second century. Of the sources readily 
available, only the potters at Colchester were stamping 
mortana until the late second century, those at Oxford 
probably stamped at least some up to AD 160, while the 
Verulamium region potters gave up the practice about 
the middle of the second century, perhaps even as early  

as AD 140. The rarity of stamps suggests that the bulk of 
the trade in mortaria with Coichester may have been in 
the late Antonine period and the early third century, 
largely replacing the Verulamium region suppliers whose 
production dwindled almost to nothing in the late second 
century. The Oxford potters also probably became im-
portant for Great Chesterford in the late second century,• 
though Young Types M10 and Mu I may well have come 
into production before the introduction date of AD 180 
assigned to them by Young. The minor suppliers in 
Essex, Northamptonshire and at Mancetter-Hartshill in 
Warwickshire also largely belong to the period AD 
150-250. 

The Oxford mortaria are especially interesting in that 
none of the total of 18 are likely to be later than AD 300 
and only No. 87 could possibly be later. Nor are there 
any mortaria from the Much Hadham potteries though 
these were little more than fifteen miles away. It is clear 
that the potteries in the Castor-Stibbington area of the 
Lower Nene Valley dominated the market from some 
point in the third century and virtually cut out the other 
suppliers in the fourth century. 

THE ANIMAL BONES 

Dale Serjeantson 

The animal remains discussed here come from the exca-
vations of 1953 and 1954 in the Roman levels and Anglo-
Saxon cemetery outside Great Chesterford. Animal bur -
ials and other bones found in the Anglo-Saxon graves 
will be published separately, with Professor Evison's 
report. This report is confined to the Roman material, 
which is from third and fourth century pits and layers. 

The bones were identified at the Ancient Monuments 
Laboratory in 1983 (Serjeantson, 1983). Copies of the 
report and archive tables supporting the data and con-
clusions discussed here can be obtained from the 
Laboratory. 

There were 2246 bones from the Roman levels, of 

Mortariafrom Great Chesterford 

3rd or early 4th 
C. 

Indet. 	100-150 	140-200 2nd C. 150-250 3rd C. 180-240 240-300 230-330 230-400 4th C. Total 
Verulamium region 3 	4 1 8 Northants or Ver. 

region 1 1 Northants. or Essex 1 1? 2 Northants. 1 1 Northants. or 
Mancetter-Hartshill 1 1 Mancetter-Hartshill, 
Warwicks. 2 1 3 Probably Essex 1 1 2 Essex, perhaps 
Coichester 1 3 1 5 Coichester 1 9 1 11 East Anglia or lower 
Nene Valley i 1 Oxford 1 10 	7 	 18 Lower Nene Valley 1 4 6 21 	41 	1 	74 

2 	3 	12 	1 19 10 10 	7 	21 	41 	1 	127 

(Indeterminate Essex is No. 104 - probably AD 100-400; indeterminate Oxford is No. 7 AD 180-400) 
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which 820 (37%) were identified to species and a further 
453 (20%) assigned to cow-size and sheep-size anatomi 
cal element. Bones of the following were present: Cattle 
(Bos taurus) (473), sheep (Ovis aries) (200), pig (Sus 
scrofa) (60), horse (Equus sp.) (66), dog (Canisfamiliaris) 
(15), and domestic fowl (Gallus gallus) (4). A single bone 
of roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) was identified, and a 
caracoid of duck (Anas sp.). The anatomical distribution 
of the main species is shown in table 1. 

No bones of goat were identified but some of the bones 
discussed as 'sheep' may be of goat. There is a high 
proportion of cattle bones compared to sheep and pig. 
This may not reflect the original composition of the 
deposits, however, as small bones are rare and do not 
appear to have been retained in the excavation. Horse 
bones are as numerous as pig bones, though many of 
these are a component of waste from industries or crafts 
(see below). 

The deposits contain residual pottery and other mater-
ial; consequently the bone assemblage has to be analysed 
in the light of the possibility that it too is mixed. Bones of 
at least four types were present: (1) those deriving from 
food remains, mainly from sheep and pig, (2) cattle horn 
cores, (3) chopped limb bone splinters of cattle and 
horse, and (4) unbutchered cattle and horse bones. 

Food remains 

Evidence that the sheep and pig bones are mainly from 
domestic food remains derives from the dog gnawing, the 

butchery, and the age at death. Proportions of bones 
which bear traces of gnawing by dogs is higher for pig 
(28%) and sheep (21 %) than for cattle (10%) and horse 
(14%) (Serjeantson 1983, table 2). This suggests that 
after the joints of mutton and pork had been consumed 
the bones were commonly discarded where the dogs 
could gnaw them, but the cattle and horse bones were 
less available to the dogs. 
Types of butchery seen on the bones of sheep and pig is 
different from that on the cattle and horse bones. Chop 
marks were seen on 39% of the cattle bones, 33% of the 
horse, 25% of sheep, and 25% of pig. Midshaft medio 
lateral chops are common on the sheep, pig and sheep-
size bones (51 %) but less common on the cattle, horse 
and cow-size bones (37%) (Serjeantson 1983, table 6). 
Chops through the bone shaft such as those seen on the 
sheep and pig limb bones result from disjointing the 
carcass for cooking and consumption, and suggest that 
mutton and pork were cooked on the bone, and no 
further use was made of the bones. 

Sheep and pig remains are from more juvenile animals 
than the horses and cattle. Eruption and wear on the 
jaws of cattle and sheep were recorded using the stages 
defined by Grant (1975). The jaws and teeth were then 
assigned to eight eruption/wear stages (table 2). Forty-
three of the 83 sheep jaw fragments and teeth could be 
assigned to a stage of eruption and wear; of these 15 
(35%) are from mature animals, with all cusps of the 
third permanent molar in wear. By contrast, of the 24 
cattle jaws which could be aged, 16 (67%) are from 

Table 1. Anatomical distribution of the identified bones of the principal mammals from Roman levels at Great Chesterford. 

CATTLE 	SHEEP 	PIG 	HORSE 	COW 	SHEEP 
SIZE 	SIZE 

SKULL+MAX 31 5 11 4 18 9 
HORNCORE 67 I - - - - 

MANDIBLE/TEETH 47 83 16 11 5 9 
SCAPULA 12 3 5 2 14 2 
HUMERUS 21 5 2 7 17 9 
RADIUS 31 20 2 9 16 5 
ULNA 10 0 1 1 9 2 
CARPALS 2 0 0 0 0 0 
METACARPAL 37 24 5 5 0 3 
PHALANX1 42 3 1 4 0 0 
PHALANX2 13 0 0 0 0 0 
PHALANX3 17 0 0 1 0 0 
OSCOXAE 10 6 6 2 12 5 
FEMUR 12 1 3 3 11 3 
PATELLA - 0 0 - 3 0 
TIBIA 26 20 5 5 4 8 
ASTRAGALUS 20 1 1 2 0 0 
CALCANEUM 18 8 1 1 0 0 
NAY/CUB. 7 0 0 0 0 0 
METATARSAL 43 19 1 6 1 4 
RIB - - - - 184 62 
ATLAS 1 0 0 0 1 0 
AXIS 4 0 0 3 1 1 
C. VERT. FRAGS 0 0 0 0 13 0 
T. VERT. FRAGS 0 1 0 0 13 2 
L.VERTFRAGS 1 0 0 0 4 0 
SACRUM 1 0 0 0 1 0 
CD.VERT. 0 0 0 0 2 0 

TOTAL 	 473 	 200 	 60 	 66 	I 	329 	 124 

Unidentified = 973 
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mature animals. A higher proportion of the sheep bones 
are fused (Serjeantson, 1983 table 4) than is compatible 
with the mandible age evidence. The probable reason for 
this discrepancy is that the fusion line was rarely present 
on the pig and sheep bones, due to the greater amount of 
carnivore destruction of bones of smaller animals. 

Table 2. Eruption and wear stages of cattle and sheep jaws. 
Loose third molars are included. 

ERUPTION/WEAR STAGE CATTLE 
n 

SHEEP 
n 

1 	Ml unerupted 1 1 
2 	Ml erupting 0 0 
3 	Ml early wear, M2 unerupted 0 3 
4 	Ml worn, M2 erupting 2 1 
5 	M2 early wear, M3 unerupted 1 9 
6 	M2 worn, M3 erupting 1 4 
7 	M3 early wear 3 11 
8 	M3 worn (Grant stage g onwards) 16 15 

I 	24 	I 43 

% in oldest age group 	66.7% 	34.9% 

Cattle horn cores 

The most common cattle bones are horn cores. Sixty-
seven fragments were identified (Table 1) from a mini-
mum of 40 horn cores. The majority were from layers 2 
and 3 of trench C2, but they were not restricted to that 
context. Many have been chopped through the frontal 
bone, below the horn core base, and some had been 
chopped through the horn core itself. The most likely 
origin for these is a horn worker, though they may also 
have been discarded by butchers or tanners. 

Chopped cattle and horse limb bones 

The four main limb bones of cattle and horse, the 
humerus, radius, femur and tibia, were butchered in a 
distinctive manner. They were chopped through the 
epiphyses in an anterio-posterior direction, with the blow 
often repeated. This was noted on 29% of the chopped 
bones. There are also 48 fragments ofthe same bones not 
distinguished between cattle and horse and a minimum 
of 339 limb bone splinters of between c. 30-60 mm in 
length, many of which are from bones chopped in the 
same fashion. This treatment suggests that the meat was 
filleted off these bones, and the bones themselves then 
broken up. The greatest concentration came from trench 
B2, but they were also found in trench A 10, 2B4 and 
elsewhere. 

Similar deposits of bones have been found at the forts 
of Little Chester, Xanten, and Zwammerdam (King 
1978), and have also been identified in some of the 
Roman deposits at Winchester (Maltby, in press). At 
Xanten they were interpreted as bones broken up for 
marrow, and were considered to have come from a soup 
kitchen. Fragmentation is, however, greater than is 
necessary for obtaining the marrow from the medullary 
cavity, and an alternative explanation, suggested by 
King, is that the bones were broken up to obtain the 
grease which they would have yielded when boiled. This 
very specialised bone processing has not been seen at 
Romano-British rural sites (Maitby, in press). 

It has been suggested (King 1978) that horseflesh was 
rarely consumed in Roman Britain. Whether or not this 
was so, the butchery observed on the cattle and horse 
bones does not indicate that the carcasses of each were 
treated differently here. 

Unbutchered bones of cattle and horses 

Some unbutchered bones were found, including meta-
podials and phalanges. There were also parts of skeletons 
ofcattle and horse in articulation. The latter appear to be 
from carcasses which were discarded without further 
treatment. These are unlikely to be from a domestic 
source, and are probably from a knacker for whom the 
only value of the carcass was the skins. 

The heterogenous nature of the deposits is confirmed 
by the varied types of bones present. The very mixed 
character of this assemblage is what may be expected in 
dumps ofrubbish outside a town. It is biased in favour of 
bones discarded as a by-product of craft and industrial 
use rather than domestic rubbish. 

Worked bone 

A shed base of a worked right antler of red deer was 
found in trench 2115. The shaft and brow tine had been 
broken recently. Part of the burr and the surface of the 
shaft on the medial side had chopped flat by two or more 
blows with an axe. On its lateral side similar treatment 
had removed part of the shaft, but the cuts stopped short 
of the burr. The shaft was pierced by two nails about 30 
mm from the buir, and one nail remains in situ. This 
antler appears to have been nailed to a flat surface as a 
trophy. 

I would like to thank P. Armitage, A. Locker and 
R. T. Jones for helpful comments 
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WISBECH & WEST WALTON HIGHWAY BYPASS 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

A. M. JOHNSON 

This report of a survey of the route of the bypass 
carried out by a group oflocal amateurs gives details 
of Romano-British, late-Saxon and medieval finds 
made whilst walking the route and observing the 
progressing construction. Two Romano-British sites 
on roddons and one under estuarine silt were identi-
fi ed in the Cambridgeshire section and two sites on 
top of roddons and a third at the side of a roddon 
were noted in Norfolk. 

Brief details of late-Saxon and medieval finds 
associated with a series ofdroveways crossed by the 
bypass are also included. 

INTRODUCTION 

Wisbech is situated on the river Nene about 16 
km south of its outfall into the Wash. A Norman 
motte and bailey castle stood on the site, corn-
manding the estuary of the former course of the 
Ouse - the Welle Stream - which swept round its 
eastern side. The banks of the long silted up estuary 
are still visible in places with the ernbanked silt 
remaining some 1 to 2 rn above the surrounding fen 
siltlands. The route of the new bypass crosses the 
neck of the old estuary at the Cambridgeshire-
Norfolk county boundary and also crosses a 
number of other indistinct silted water courses 
called roddons (Fig. 1). It also cuts across the paths 
of a number of medieval or possibly late-Saxon 
droveways which, in Norfolk, ran from the villages 
of Marshland towards the common grazing area of 
Marshland Smeeth and Fen to the south-east. 

Construction work on the bypass which started 
early in 1983 involved levelling the route where 
necessary and building the carriageway on a fibre-
glass membrane. Thus a number of roddons were 
stripped and the subsoil exposed for a short time 
before the membrane was laid. Flanking ditches 
were dug to a depth of between 1 and 3.5 rn for 
almost the whole length of the route. 

There were three phases of archaeological work 
in the survey. A group fleidwalk of the whole route  

prior to soil stripping was carried out with, on 
average, a dozen walkers working side-by-side and 
collecting finds in labelled bags. A watch was kept 
on the progressing soil stripping, any finds being 
listed and plotted and soil marks surveyed and 
mapped. Some rescue excavation work occured at 
this stage in an attempt to find datable artifacts. A 
similar watch was kept on the digging of the 
flanking ditches. Soil marks in the ditch sides and 
major variations in subsoil layers were plotted on a 
1 :500 scale plan of the route. 

A light brown marine clayey silt was visible in 
the freshly cut ditch sides to a depth of 1 to 2 m 

- from the ground surface. In some places this 
became more clayey and bluer downwards and it 
was the only layer in which archaeological material 
was found. It overlies a band of peat, on average 6 
cm thick, which overlies another layer ofclayey silt. 

The estuary of soft light brown to yellow silt was 
observed as the only visible deposit in the ditch 
sides from a point 900 m north-east of the county 
boundary to at least 300 m south-west of it. The 
roddons consisted of the same material, the largest 
of them cutting through the peat layer. 

SUMMARY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS 
WISBECH ST PETER, CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
Ri . Redmoor Lane. 
TF 45010743 
First to fourth-century Romano-British pottery scatter 
on a roddon system with soil marks exposed over 100 m 
on levelling and ditching. 
R2. New Bridge Lane (1). 
TF 45520745 
Mid to late-second century Romano-British pottery on a 
roddon system with two features containing pottery 
groups, briquetage and animal bones exposed on levell-
ing. Buried occupation horizon visible for 300 m. 
M11.  New Bridge Lane (2). 
TF 45730750 
Thetford-ware sherd extracted from a loam-filled feature 
38 m from the southern edge of New Bridge Lane. 
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R/M6. Halfpenny Lane. 
TF 46500760 
Thin scatter of Romano-British and medieval pottery in 
the fields either side of the lane, over about 300 m. 
R3. Elm Low Road. 
TF 46900774 
Romano-British ditch-like feature and possible occupa-
tion horizon covered by 1.6 m of estuarine silt visible in 
ditch side for about 40 m. 

EMNETH, NORFOLK. 
Meadowgate Lane. 

TF 47610803 
Scatter of early-medieval pottery in the fields either side 
of the lane for about 300 m. 

WALSOKEN, NORFOLK. 
Broadend Road. 

TF 48520929 
Late-Saxon, medieval, and post-medieval pottery on the 
roddon just north of the road with soil marks exposed 
over 170 m. 
R4. Paradise Farm. 
TF 48580952 
Third to fourth-century Romano-British settlement site 
100 m north of the Broadend Road roddon. Soil marks 
exposed over 100 m. 
RIMS. Fengate Road. 
Area 1. 
TF 48961077 
Area of soil marks exposed on levelling the roddon or 
drove bank just south of the road. Late-second to third-
century Romano-Bntish features and Late-Saxon 
ditched strips visible in new ditch sides. 
Area 2. 
TF 48861053 
Romano-British features and mainly third-century pot-
tery exposed on stripping the roddon 150 m south of area 
1. 

WEST WALTON, NORFOLK. 
M9. Common Road. 
TF 49431244 
Scatter of medieval pottery for 150 m south of the road 
which is on a drove bank. 

WALPOLE ST PETER, NORFOLK. 
Mb. West Drove South. 
TF 50401313 
Medievaljug dug up on ditching through the raised area 
on the southern edge of the drove. Surface medieval 
pottery scatter over 100 m. 

SITE REPORTS 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE - WISBECH ST PETER. 
Ri. Redmoor Lane. (First to fourth-century 
Romano-British. Plan, Fig. 3) 

About forty Romano-British sherds were picked 
up from the area of this roddon system during the  

field walk. The levelling of the roddon revealed 
three features. 

An area of burnt soil with small briquetage 
fragments, some with salt glaze. 
A possible water channel or ditch of irregular 

width with a brown clayey silt fill and a dark lining. 
It had a U-shaped profile and was about 40 cm 
deep. 

A curved feature of stiff brown clayey silt in 
soft roddon silt. It contained black carbonaceous 
specks which continued downwards and a 2 cm 
diameter possible stake-hole. First-century cor-
doned bowl fragments were extracted from it. 

A dark occupation horizon with other features 
was visible about 50 cm below ground level in the 
fresh ditch sides. The site seems to have been sealed 
by a layer of clayey silt. 

R2. New Bridge Lane. (Second to third-century 
Romano-British. Plan, Fig. 2) 

Over two hundred sherds of Romano-British 
pottery were picked up from on top and to the side 
of the roddon system. After stripping, a feature (1, 
Fig. 4), with soft very dark layers of organic 
material was exposed. It seemed to be a rubbish pit 
cut into the silt of the roddon. There was a recut 
through stiffer silt on the west side and a layer of 
stiff clayey silt on top which was about 50 cm thick 
including the plough-soil. The layers of organic fill, 
some of which were almost black, contained or-
ange flecks, lightly-baked amorphous lumps of 
clay, some with adhering burnt peat, fragments of 
fired and unfired straw-tempered bricks with 
rounded edges, iron-rich concretions, and animal 
bone fragments. The pottery fragments included 
pale red and buff shell-gritted storage jars, second 
to third-century Nene Valley greyware, white mor-
taria, yellowish flagon fragments and plain Central 
Gaulish Samian (pottery group, Fig. 11,  Nos. 1-
1 3). Fragments of a light buff slipware jar (8) were 
extracted from the silt just below the black pit 
lining. Possibly, being among the first fragments 
thrown into the waterlogged feature, they had 
become embedded in the silt. This form ofjar was 
found in period III at Coldham Clamp (possibly 
225-250&D); (Potter, T., 1965). The clayey silt layer 
above the organic fill contained fragments of a 
cornice-rim from a pale orange Nene Valley col-
our-coated beaker. 

Ditching later revealed a dark occupation hori-
zon undulating between 0.5 and 1 m below the 
present surface for 300 m across the roddon sys-
tem, and other ditch-like features. Feature 4 (Fig. 
4), was visible for 9 m along the southern ditch side. 
The soft black layer of loam at the bottom con- 
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tamed pale red shell-gritted storage jar fragments 
(Fig. 11, No. 22) plain Samian, Nene Valley grey-
ware, orange/brown rough-cast beaker fragments 
and a Derbyshire millstone grit quernstone frag-
ment. The dark ciayey silt layer overlaying this 
contained quite large lumps of amorphous brique-
tage, coarse greyware (Fig. 11, Nos. 14, 15, 16, 17 
and 21) and Spanish globular amphora fragments. 
Pieces of a soft red ware (Nos. 18 and 19) and a 
flagon neck and handle (No. 20) were found in the 
spoil from the ditch. 

NORFOLK - WALSOKEN 
R4. Paradise Farm. (Third to fourth-century 
Romano-British. Fig. 7). 

A few surface sherds were found about 100 m 
north of a prominent roddon system just north of 
Broadend Road. Up to 60 cm of topsoil were 
stripped here revealing a series of grey to grey/ 
brown soil marks consisting of a possible ditch 
feature enclosing other curved and linear features. 

Feature 6 seemed to be a small subrectangular 
enclosure with an entrance in the south side. It 
could have been the bedding trench for a stake-
built structure. The fill of the semi-circular feature 
labelled 1 and 15 consisted of a number of layers 
(Fig. 5) one of which contained fourth-century 
colour-coated ware. The feature was, on average, 
4.3 m wide and continued under the clayey silt 
topsoil to the west of the bypass where the field 
surface appeared slightly darkened when viewed in 
dry weather. 

The site produced only small amounts of poss-
ible briquetage. Its location near the roddon could 
mean that the latter was active when the site was 
occupied. 
M8. Broadend Road. (Late-Saxon; early-medieval. 
Fig. 8). 

Stripping of the Broadend Road roddon 
revealed four features (22-25). These contained a 
soft dark loam with shattered animal bones and 
green glazed medieval pottery. A piece of a hard 
red unglazed jar with a frilled base and a four-
teenth-century iron riding spur (Fig. 13) were 
extracted from 22. The base and body of a mottled 
light orange and green glazed Stamford-warejug or 
jar were dug up during ditching somewhere near 
25. 

This occupation evidence seems to indicate that 
Broadend Road follows a late-Saxon or early- 
mdiv1 drnve 

Romano-British, late-Saxon, medieval, and post-
medieval. Fig. 9). 

This site under an orchard was not discovered 
until up to 1.5 m of roddon silt and clayey silt 
topsoil were removed from the roddon or drove 
bank just south of Fengate Road. The soil marks 
exposed at Area 1 (Fig. 10), where the stripped 
road bed sloped down to the west, consisted of a 
series of parallel ditch-like features, a wide ditch-
like soil mark (A), a number of rectangular grey 
marks and a dark loam-filled feature (H). Con-
siderable quantities of Romano-British, late-
Saxon, medieval and post-medieval pottery were 
picked up from this area. 

About 200 m further south (Area 2), where 
another indistinct roddon was levelled, a scatter of 
mainly third-century Romano-Britsh sandy 
coarseware was found together with an area of 
charcoal and burnt soil. 

The group investigated the features in appalling 
weather. The features rapidly disappeared in the 
surface mud and excavations filled with water. 

The later digging of the flanking ditches revealed 
a fairly regular pattern of wide late-Saxon or early-
medieval filled ditches continuing for a total of 400 
m south of Fengate Road. In general these 
appeared to line up with the existing field system 
(Fig. 9). Some of them contained Romano-British 
pottery. There were also traces of more than one 
dark occupation horizon in the ditch sides at Area 
1. 

Area 1. (Fig. 10). Romano-British phase. 
FEATURE H. (Fig. 6). 

Cut in soft roddon silt, this had a fill of layers of 
soft dark grey and black loam containing smashed 
animal bones, small baked clay fragments, some 
small pieces of coal and a layer of mussel shells. 
Pottery extracted included plain Samian and a 
group of mainly second-century wares (Fig. 12 9  
Nos. 23-30 and 32-42). The layers above the 
mussel shells contained fragments from two self-
coloured painted flanged bowls of late-second to 
early-third-century Nene Valley ware (Fig. 12, No. 
38). The feature lies in the path of the drove 
followed by Fengate Road, and the top 50 cm of 
stiffer dark clayey silt with gravel contained curved 
tile fragments which were probably late or 
post-medieval. 

FEATURES B, C, E, F, G and T. 
------ . -- -- , . . 	 These had aniron-stained grey to brown clayey 
R/M5. Fengate Road. (Second to third-century silt fill with areas of soft dark loam. The average 
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width was 50 cm and some of them yielded only 
Romano-British sherds. Feature B contained a 
late-second-century group (Fig. 12, Nos. 31, 43, 44, 
45) with nodules of baked clay; F contained a pale 
pinky buff shelly storage jar rim with copious tiny 
shell grits; G contained Samian, Nene Valley 
greyware, orange/brown colour-coated ware, dark 
brown shell-gritted ware and Iceni rusticated ware. 
The presence of medieval sherds in C and E seems 
to indicate that this group of features may well not 
be Romano-British. 

Late-Saxon/medieval phase. 
FEATURE A. 

A ditch-like feature 4 to 5 m wide with a grey 
clay lining and a grey-brown clayey silt fill with 
areas of soft dark loam. It lined up with the existing 
field dykes and contained sherds of Thetford and 
Grimston-ware. The series of similar features cut 
through by the drainage ditches (Figs. 9 and 10), 
were U-shaped and continued up into the plough-
soil. They were infilled examples of medieval 
ditched strips incorporated in the modern field 
pattern. 

FEATURE W. 
This general area yielded quite large baked clay 

fragments, iron slag and a number of wide-
mouthed course dark/grey brown jars with fiat-
tened and rilled rims (including one waster). 

Surface finds from Area 1 included glazed Stam-
ford-ware. 

Area 2. (Fig. 9). Romano-British. 

The removal of very little topsoil, certainly not 
more than 30 cm, revealed a scatter of rather coarse 
sandy probably third-century sherds at U 1  and U2 . 

The patch of charcoal and baked soil at U 2  also 
contained Iceni rusticated ware and quernstone 
fragments. Of the features exposed in the sides of 
the flanking ditches, U3, U5  and U6  contained 
Romano-British pottery but no pottery was 
obtained from the others. Some Nene Valley 
greyware was found in the spoil from the flanking 
ditches. 

DISCUSSION 

Sites in their general context. 

The three Romano-British sites found in the 
Cambridgeshire section seem to indicate that the  

relatively dense second to third-century occupation 
reported in Elm parish (D. Hall, 1978) may well 
have continued northwards right up to the tidal 
estuary. Two of these sites showed some evidence 
for salt-making and all three were covered with 
layers of marine deposit. The absence of Romano-
Britain sites on the northern edge of the old estuary 
seems to indicate that this estuary could have been 
much wider in the Roman period. The presence of 
the Paradise Farm site R4 just north of a roddon 
system probably indicates that the site was beside 
an active tidal creek draining into the estuary. Both 
of the Norfolk Roman sites, R4 and R/M5 showed 
evidence for post-Roman marine flooding 
although not all features (Fengate Road, Area 2) 
had been noticeably sealed by the clayey silt layer 
covering Ri and R2. There was more evidence for 
salt-making at Ri and R2 than at the Norfolk sites 
although the presence of coal fragments in pit H, 
Fengate Road is intriguing. 

The late-Saxon and medieval finds were all made 
near minor roads crossed by the bypass. The early-
medieval sherds at Meadowgate Lane (M7) show 
that the estuary had probably narrowed considera-
bly since Roman times. Settlement during the 
medieval period seems to have been mainly along 
the edges or banks of the droveways. The examples 
of late-Saxon/medieval ditched strips observed by 
the drove at Fengate Road (R/M5) were not very 
evident elsewhere except in the fields on either side 
of the Wisbech to March railway crossing. 

APPENDIX I 

Mid-second-century Romano-British pottery group 
from R2, New Bridge Lane, (Fig. 11). 

Feature 1. 

SAMIAN AND IMITATION FORMS. 
Central Gaulish Samian forms 18/31 and 33. Stamp 
MAGV.ETI. 
Imitation Samian form 36 in hard smooth dark 
grey burnished ware with rare minute quartz grits. 
Slightly rough fracture. 

NENE VALLEY GREYWARE; light grey to 
white paste with small light quartz grits. 
Smooth mottled grey to silver/grey bowl or dish. 
Partly burnished silver/grey dish with chamfered 
base. 
Partly burnished decorated hand-made silver/grey 
pie dish. 
Burnished silver/grey flanged bowl. 

6 & 7. Smooth blue/greyjars with burnished bands on 
the neck. 
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COLOUR-COATED WARE. 
Largejar in white paste with minute white to brown 
quartz grits. Pale smokey purple/brown and fairly 
smooth colour-coating with angular grooving on 
the neck (Coldham Clamp, c. 205 - possibly 225-
250AD. Potter 1965). 

WHITE WARE AND MORTARIA. 
White hook-flanged mortarium of smooth white 
paste with small quartz grits and rare larger red 
inclusions. The inner surface has black grits. 
Slightly rough gritty white carinated bowl with 
reeded rim. The paste contains common light and 
dark small quartz grits and rare large red inclu-
sions. (Coldham Clamp c. 166. Also Earith, Gp3, 
No. 3. White, 1967). 

SHELL-GRITTED JARS. 
Dark-grey fire-blacked jar with a fairly smooth 
vesiculated surface and double shoulder groove. 
Light grey soft brittle fabric with sparse shell grits. 
Very pale soft ungrooved jar with a reduced core. 
Soft dark grey jar with common large white shell 
inclusions. 

Feature 4. 

SAMIAN. 
One 07 with red/brown slip from the topsoil. 
One £33 with bright orange/red slip from the lowest 
loam layer. 
One red/brown phalos base with stamp ...TVRR1. 
Rouletted interior. 

NENE VALLEY GREYWARE; hard light grey to 
white paste with small dark and light quartz grits. 

SOFT SMOOTH RED WARE. 
Delicate bowl with rouletted body. The surface has 
a slight sparkle and the reduced core has common 
minute white quartz grits. Smooth fracture. Also 
found at Golden Lion Inn, Stonea (Potter, 1975). 
Shallow dish with grooved rim and a band of 
rouletting inside. 

COLOUR-COATED WARE. 
Ring-necked flagon with triple spout. White paste 
containing sparse quartz grits and rare brick-like 
inclusions. The colour-coating is pale yellow ochre. 

STORAGE JARS; NENE VALLEY 
GREYWARE. 

SHELL GRITTED JARS. 
22. Fire-blackened jar in buff/red ware. The paste is 

soft with common large calcite shell inclusions and 
the surface is rather uneven with light grooving on 
the shoulder. Sherds from a number of similar jars 
of different sizes and with slight rim variation were 
also found. Also reported at Golden Lion Inn (T. 
Potter, 1975). 

APPENDIX II 

Second-century Romano-British pottery groups 
from Area 1, Fengate Road, R/M5. (Fig. 12). 

Feature H. 

GENERAL GAULISH SAMIAN - four of form 
33; one 38; one form 18/31 or 31. 

NENE VALLEY GREYWARE; light grey to off-
white hard paste with small light quartz grits, grey 
micaceous surface and rather rough fracture. 

23 9  249  27. Light grey dishes with triangular rims and 
chamfered bases. 
Dark grey burnished bowl with rounded triangular 
flange. 
Smooth grey pie dish with flat reeded rim. 
Smooth light grey dog dish with lightly burnished 
surface. 
Fire-damaged hook-flanged buff grey bowl. 
Triangular-rimmed dish with slightly rough surface 
and light interior burnishing. 

OTHER COARSE GREY WARE. 
Body of a rather gritty dark grey carinated jar. The 
paste is off-white with common small white quartz 
grits. Very hard smooth grey paste with smooth 
fracture and rare dark and light quartz grits. Found 
above mussel shell band. 
Jar with light grey lightly burnished rather uneven 
surface with a groove on the bulge. 
Wide-mouthed jar with burnished but somewhat 
calcite-speckled surface. Burnished bands on the 
neck. 
Smooth uneven light grey burnished jar with 
impressed body pattern. 

NENE VALLEY COLOUR-COATED WARE. 
White cornice-rim beaker with orange colour-coat. 
Dark brown Castor box body sherd with neat well 
impressed rouletting. The internal surface has a 
good orange colour-coat. Found in the lowest 
layers of the pit fill. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

14 & 1 5. Deep, lightly burnished silver/grey pie dish 
with patterned body. 	 32. 
Light grey cordoned jar with diagonal slashes. 
Dark grey lightly burnished jar with grooved neck. 

21. Large hard mottled dark silver/grey gritty jar with 
off-white paste containing sparse light and dark 38. 
quartz grits. There is a lid seating on the rim, a 
burnished wavy pattern on the neck and incisions 
on the lightly-burnished body. 

SELF-COLOURED WARE. 
Off-white to parchment flanged bowl with dark red 
painted stripes on the rim and flange. Two of these 
were found in the layers above the mussel shell 
band. 
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Fig 11. Second to third-century Romano-Bntish pottery groups from features 1 and 4, R2, New Bridge Lane. I scale. 
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Fig 13. Early fourteenth-century riding spur from feature 22, Broadend Road, M8. 

MORTARIA. 
39. Off-white to pale orange hook-flanged mortarium 

with a bead rim. The pale red, slightly soft paste 43. 
contains light and dark quartz grits and crushed 
brick and calcite inclusions. The stamp is almost 
completely eroded. The grits on the inner surface 44. 
are black. 

BUFF COARSE WARE. 
41. Hard orange to buffjar with a rough gritty surface. 45. 

Grey buffpaste with common light and dark quartz 
grits. 

gritty surface and a deep groove on the shoulder. 
Grey paste with common dark and light quartz 
grits. 
Grey to buff with even, rather gritty surface. Off-
white paste with common dark and light quartz 
grits. 
Nene Valley greyware wide-mouthed bowl with a 
smooth light grey rather patchy surface and double 
shoulder groove. Off-white paste with sparse small 
mainly dark quartz grits. 
Beed-rimmed cup with a golden mica-dusted sur-
face over white paste with white quartz grits. 

STORAGE JARS. 
40. Hard red to buff with rather rough lightly nlled 

surface. Partly oxidised paste with common large 
and small crushed shell fragments. Very rough 
fracture. 

42. Light grey thick roll-neck storage jar with slightly 
sandy surface and latticing on the shoulder. Soft 
grey paste with common light and dark quartz 
grits. 

Feature B. 

3 1. Grey well-made roll-necked jar with an even rather 
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A PENNY OF EADGAR FROM CASTLE HILL, CAMBRIDGE 

MARK BLACKBURN AND DAVID HAIGH 

On the 21 May 1984 a silver penny ofEadgar (959-
75) was recovered from a spoil heap associated 
with one of the construction trenches immediately 
to the north of the new Castle Court building on 
Castle Hill. The coin was discovered by Allen 
Webb, of the Cambridge Archaeology Field 
Group. The trench was approximately 0.75 cms 
deep and was cut along the line of Gloucester Street 
through disturbed nineteenth century deposits and 
a mass of service trenches. A brief investigation of 
the trench enabled us to confirm that the coin came 
from an area which had been disturbed during the 
construction of the new prison here in the early 
nineteenth century. Consequently it was impossible 
to decide on the original circumstance of deposi-
tion of the coin. The trench sections and the 
adjacent spoil heaps were also inspected with a 
metal detector by Michael Bonser who was able to 
confirm that there were no signs of other coins or of 
contemporary metal finds. The detailed archaeo-
logical evidence for the settlement on Castle Hill 
will be published in the forthcoming report on the 
excavations at Cambridge by Dr J. A. Alexander et 
al. It is sufficient to record that the coin came from 
an area of small ditched enclosures within the 
northern area of the post-Roman town and that 
these enclosures seem to respect the line of the main 
Roman road although the cross streets seem to 
have fallen into disuse. It has been impossible to 
confirm that the ditch round the Roman town was 
re-cleaned during this period as the ditch was re-
cleaned during the Civil War. 

The coin (Fig. 1) is of Eadgar's first Crowned 
Bust type (BMC type v) of East Anglian style. 1  It 
would have been struck 959-c 973, and is likely to 
have been lost before the coinage reform of c. 973 
in which all previous issues were reminted. The 
coin may be described:- 

Obverse 
+ EADGAR RE + Crowned bust right 

Reverse 
+ FOLCHARD MONETA Small cross pattee 
Weight 1.50 g (23.1 gr.) Die axis 00 

Three other coins of Eadgar by the moneyer Fol-
chard are known, all of this type. One can tell from 
the style of the bust that they were struck in East 
Anglia, and although the mint is not named, it was 
probably at Norwich. Fulchard is a Continental 
Germanic name and as such it is not common in 
English sources, but it occurs as a moneyer on non-
mint-signed coins of Eadwig (955-59), and on Nor-
wich coins of Etheired II's First Hand, Second 
Hand and Crux issues (c. 979-85, c. 985-92 and c. 
991-97). While there is no firm link between the 
Folchard named on Eadwig's, Eadgar's and Ethel-
red's coins, they are likely to be one and the same 
man - a career of thirty five years would not be 
exceptional for a tenth century moneyer and the 
only issue for which he is not recorded, Reform 
Small Cross (c. 973-79), is a relatively scarce one. In 
the mid-tenth century Norwich has probably the 
largest of the East Anglian mints. On the reverse of 
this coin there are three faint arcs visible to the 
naked eye, though they scarcely reproduce in a 
photograph. These represent guidelines drawn with 
compasses on the polished surface of the die to 
assist in laying out the design and the legend. The 
punch marks from which they were drawn are 
evident on the rims of the dies and lead trial plates 
from the Coppergate excavations in York. 2  

Only five other coins of the Anglo-Saxon period 
are on record as having been found in Cambridge. 
The earliest is an imitation gold solidus of Louis 
the Pious of mid-ninth century date found in the 
Cam at Magdalene Bridge. 3  This coin is one of 



62 	 MARK BLACKBURN AND DAVID HAIGH 

considerable intrinsic value, and would not have 
circulated in the normal sense, though it may have 
been used as a store of wealth. It could have been 
lost at any time during the ninth century. A coin of 
the Two line type in the name of Alfred but struck 
in the Southern Danelaw c. 890-5 by the moneyer 
Simon (= Sigemund?) is said to have been found in 
Cambridge, but the precise location is not speci-
fled. 4  Two coins of the succeeding St Edmund 
Memorial issue were found in 1968 excavations of 
the Rigeons Gardens site to the west of Hunt-
ingdon road. 5  They were found in a rubbish pit 
within one of the small ditched enclosures, a 
network of which had been laid out in the fortified 
Roman town during the Early or Middle Saxon 
period, possibly by the Danes themselves. Both 
these coins and the Alfred imitation are likely to 
have been lost before c. 920. Finally there was a 
penny of Ethelred II's Crux type (c. 991-97) from 
the London mint, found in Free School Lane. It is 
likely to have been lost before c. 1000.6 The coin 
finds from Cambridge are really too few to develop 
a significant pattern. It may be significant that the 
three finds within the Roman town belong to the 
period c. 900-75, whilst only one from the lower 
town to the south of the river is from the tenth 
century. None of these are coins from the Cam-
bridge mint, active c. 973-c. 1 1 io. 
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EXCAVATIONS AT BARNWELL PRIORY, CAMBRIDGE 

DAVID HAIGH 

Summary: 
Rescue excavation revealed a substantial medi -
eva/foundation trench. It is suggested that this 
wasfor one of the priory buildings, possibly the 
church. 

The only recorded plan of the buildings of Barn-
well abbey is that published by J. W. Clark in 
volume VII of the Society's Proceedings in 1891. 
This plan was based upon the records made by 
John Bowtell between 1810-1812 during the final 
destruction of the site. The plan shows a number of 
different parts of the friary buildings which are now 
lost, including the central column bases for the 
dorter undercroft. The rest of the plan is conjec-
tural, based upon the list of buildings included in 
the inventory taken at the dissolution of the house 
in 1 538, and the details included in the Liber 
Memorandum de Bernewelle.' 

A planning application in March 1985 showed 
that the sole remaining open area of the priory 
adjacent to the garden of Abbey House was going 
to be built over. A brief examination of the site was 
carried out at the instigation of the author, by M. 
Alexander and J. Miller for the County Archaeol-
ogist. This suggested that at least part of the area 
due to be built over had not been completely 
destroyed by gravel digging and stone robbing 
subsequent to the dissolution of the priory. A small 
rescue excavation was carried out with the consent 
of the developers, Froment Builders, during the 
weekend of the 21st-22nd April. 

The excavation concentrated on that part of the 
site which was going to be built over and did not 
include an investigation of the garden of the new 
house which was to remain undisturbed. Topsoil 
was removed by hand from an area 5.5 m x 5.5 m 
adjacent to the boundary wall of Abbey House at 
the edge of the concrete footing for the former 
workshop which had existed on the site. This 
operation revealed that the whole area was honey-
combed by gravel and rubbish pits of the seven-
teenth, eighteenth and nineteenth century date, and 
that most of these seemed to be cut into the  

underlying marl, to a depth of c. 1 .00m. 
However the excavation also revealed the butt 

end of a substantial trench running approximately 
east-west across the area, (Fig. 1) 2.5 m of which 
were excavated. East of this section, the trench ran 
under an area of nineteenth century disturbance, 
and it was not possible within the time available, to 
excavate this disturbed area to see if the foundation 
survived below it. 

The vertically sided trench had been cut at least 
1.2 m into the subsoil, (calculated from the highest 
surviving area of natural gravel adjacent to it). It 
was 1 .1 m wide and sloped gently to the east, 
showing a fall of 0. 1 m over 2 m, and clearly must 
have been deeper still beyond the east side of the 
excavated area. The trench was filled with frag-
ments of chalk marl, clay and sand, and it is 
suggested that the fill within the trench is the result 
of deliberate levelling of the robbed wall founda-
tions of part of the priory, which we know was in 
this area. There were insufficient finds from the 
excavation to be sure of the date at which this 
robbing took place, but a sixteenth century context 
is most likely, as the upper levels of the trench had 
been cut into by later rubbish pits. The sloping 
floor of this trench must have been deliberate given 
the obvious care with which the trench had been 
cut, and this may indicate that the trench contained 
the foundation of a buttress rather than a wall; if 
so, the wall itself would have run north-south 
immediately to the east of the excavated area. 

The position and alignment of this foundation 
trench suggest that it was associated with the west 
end of the priory church which was situated some-
where in this area. Indeed the substantial nature of 
this trench implies that it held the foundation of a 
major building and it is not inconceivable that we 
have here the footings of a buttress at the west end 
of the abbey church. If this is the case it is immedia-
tely apparent that the alignment is almost east-
west, unlike that recorded by Clark on his plan of 
1891, which was based upon the alignment of the 
existing 'Cellarer's Chequer'. 

It is recorded in the Liber Memorandorum that 
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Fig. 1. A plan and section of the foundation trench. 
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Fig. 2. The foundation trench from the north side. 

the church was finished in 1112  but was then partly 
rebuilt in 1827 after the central tower had been 
destroyed by lightning and part of the rest of the 
church was burnt down. The cloister buildings had 
been completely rebuilt between 1213 and 1265, 
and the Cellarer's Chequer dates from this time. A 
tentative explanation for the change in alignment is 
that the twelfth century church, respected the align-
ment of the earlier hermits cell, whilst the claustral 
buildings were laid out on a different alignment 
initially or were rebuilt on a new alignment during 
the early thirteenth century. Given that the surviv-
ing fragment of claustral building, the Cellarer's 
Chequer, is rhomboidal rather than rectangular, it 
would appear that the latter suggestion is more 
likely. 2  

Whilst the difference in date between the con-
struction of these two sets of buildings provides an 
explanation for the change in alignment, it is 
unclear what part of the priory buildings were 
revealed in this excavation. The location of the 
church has been shown by Clark to lie near to the 
present line of the Newmarket Road and would 
have required massive foundations on the scale of 
those shown here. Although it is no longer wise to  

accept the details of this plan, the basic arrange-
ment of the site would be correct. 3  Without a larger 
scale excavation little further can deduced from the 
site however, sufficient was revealed to suggest that 
further investigation of the area would prove fruit-
ful as it is now clear that the deeper foundations of 
the priory buildings still survive where they have 
been cut deeply into the marl underlying the gravel 
deposits. 

Thanks are due to Froment Builders for enabling 
the investigation to take place, and to the Staff of 
the County Council Archaeology department for 
their assistance and for loaning equipment as 
required during the excavation. Mrs J. Pullinger 
provided valuable help during the initial investi-
gation and Ms J. Miller and Mr C. Godfrey 
assisted in the excavation. 
1 Liber Memorandorum de Bernewelle, ed J. W. Clark, Cam-
bridge, 1907. 
2 ibid. pp.  42-46, 64-74, and p.  220. 
3 'A History of Barnwell Priory' J. W. Clark, PCAS 7, 1891. 
The plans by W. H. St. John Hope incorrectly show the 
Cellarer's Chequer to be rectangular. Correcting its shape 
throws further doubt on the details of his plan. The correct 
shape is published by the RCHM. RCHM, City of Cambridge, 
1959, pp.  299-300. 





DOVECOTES OF SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

E. M. DAVIS 

Pigeons have been bred as a source of food during 
the winter since Roman times. The practice of 
keeping doves in dovecotes was possibly intro-
duced by the Normans and certainly in medieval 
times it was the custom for the lord of the manor to 
have a dovecote for his own needs. None of these 
early dovecotes have survived in South Cambrid 
geshire though the dovecote at Merton Manor 
Farm, Gamlingay (Fig. 4) is possibly on the site of 
one recorded in 1280 (V.C.H.). By the seventeenth 
century dovecotes must have been a familiar sight 
in most villages, and the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries saw a great increase in their 
number. It was estimated by Samuel Hartlib, Mil-
ton's friend, that at the height of the pigeon trade 
in the mid seventeenth century there were about 
26,000 dovecotes in England - perhaps as many as 
three in each parish. 

With improved farming the breeding of pigeons 
declined in the nineteenth century and many dove-
cotes were converted into labourer's cottages to 
meet the pressing housing needs of the expanding 
population. Some dovecotes continued to be used 
however until the Second World War, though 
many were converted to granaries or used as 
stables and stores. More recently some dovecotes 
have been converted to dwellings, studios or gar 
ages. The dovecotes that have survived, relatively 
unaltered, are therefore becoming increasingly 
rare. 

Dovecote Surveys 

Two valuable sources have provided infor -
mation for the present survey of dovecotes. The 
earliest is a photographic record made from 1914-
1930 by the members of the Cambridge Anti-
quarian Society and now held in the public library 
Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridge. The 
second survey by P. Jeevar on Cambridgeshire 
dovecotes was made in 1974-77. His illustrations 
are now an historic record of those buildings that 
have been demolished. Added to these sources is 
the R.C.H.M. West Cambridgeshire inventory of  

buildings which includes a number of dovecotes; 
their unpublished records at the National Monu-
ments Record have also been of use. 

Since 1930, when a total of around 71 dovecotes 
were recorded, 20 have been demolished, and of 
these ten have been lost since 1974-77. Of the 
remaining 51 dovecotes that have been identified in 
1986, two are ruinous (Herods Farm, Foxton and 
Chapman's Farm, Bourn) and 44 have recently 
been listed by the Department of the Environment 
as grade II listed buildings. 

Some dovecotes had isolated positions within a 
close (often marked Dovehouse Close on early 
maps) though most were generally sited within the 
farm yard and near a source of water. A few now 
have isolated positions possibly because contem-
porary buildings have long since been demolished 
(Toft Fig. 17). Most dovecotes were built indepen-
dently from other buildings but there are examples 
of some forming the integral part of a range of 
buildings (Coton Fig. 23) or being housed above a 
double barn range (Westwick). Several dovecotes 
occupy the first floor or attic above a granary 
(Great Chishill) and many more were constructed 
in the apex of gable roofs in a variety of buildings 
and have been illustrated in topographical draw-
ings from the seventeenth century. 

The earliest known plan form was round and of 
this type there are two eighteenth century examples 
(Newton, Home Farm Fig. 13, and Haslingfield, 
No. 29 High Street Fig. 7). By far the most 
common plan type is the square planned dovecote 
with a central doorway in one side (Swavesey Fig. 
29. and Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth Fig. 1). 
Larger rectangular planned dovecotes are also 
found (Newton, Coach House Lane and Grant-
chester, Nos. 36 and 38, Millway). Both were 
subsequently converted to dwellings. 

Some dovecotes were originally single storeyed 
and have remained so without alteration (Whad-
don Fig. 20). Other first floor dovecotes were 
approached either by an internal or external stair-
case. The squabs (young pigeons) were collected by 
means of a ladder leaning against corner braces 
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Fig 1. Clear Farm, South End, Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth. 

Fig 2. Flight platform and chute. 
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(Kingston, Church Lane Fig. 10) or by ladders 
secured to potences projecting from an arbre, a 
central rotating post (Haslingfield, Fig. 7 noted 
before being rebuilt, 1974). 

The nesting boxes, occasionally of two sizes 
(Newton, Home Farm Fig. 13), were arranged 
around the wall in tiers, each shaped to an L-plan 
with the entry hole to the right hand. At Hasi-
ingfield (Fig. 7) there are fifteen rows of nesting 
boxes. with fifty nests to each row. Some dovecotes 
housed as many as 1,500 birds, and 3,000 are said 
to have been housed in one at Grantchester. 

Most dovecotes had wooden floors suspended 
on brick piers at plinth height. In some timber-
framed structures the lower level was nogged with 
brick to discourage rodents (Sawston, John 
Faulkner Fig. 30) and then weather boarded. 

The roof types range from the conical on the 
round-planned buildings and the hipped and plain 
pyramidal on the square-planned, to ones with 
louvres in an interrupted pyramidal type (Pap-
worth St. Agnes Fig. 28), to the gablet or saddle 
back (Great Wilbraham Fig. 5) and double saddle 
back (Gamlingay Fig. 3); some ofthe later type still 
retain their flight holes (Orwell Fig. 27 and Gami-
ingay Fig. 3). The roofs were designed to have 
flight holes, louvres or lanterns for the doves to 
enter and fly from the dovecotes. At the apex of the 
roof and usually at collar height internally there 
was a boarded flight or alighting platform. In the 
centre of this a square opening led into the chute 
constructed from four tapering wooden boards, 
which presumably directed the birds into and out 
of the dovecote. A wooden trap door in the plat-
form (Dovecote Cottage, Kingston Fig. 10) was 
operated by the pigeon keeper to close the 
dove-house. 

The single entrance doorway usually had a 
boarded door with a circular cat-hole at the bot-
torn; the windows are mostly covered by lathes 
though the circular windows at Bassingbourn (Fig. 
1) are an unusual 'Georgian' feature. 

Building Materials 

The dovecotes in the survey date from the seven-
teenth century and represent all the different verna 
cular building materials to be found in Cambrid 
geshire. There are 26 timber-framed examples, 
framed traditionally with lath or wattle infihl some-
times plastered and weatherboarded. Some of these 
have rod holes regularly spaced across the studs 
suggesting the positions of the former nesting 
boxes (Great Wilbraham Fig. 5). The plinths are of  

local field brick or later seventeenth, eighteenth or 
nineteenth century red brick. 

Some ofthe best examples ofthe late seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries' brick, dark red and plum 
coloured, and coursed in various bonds, have 
chamfered plinths, plat bands and decorated eaves 
cornices. There are eight examples and the most 
outstanding is Haslingfield, No. 29 High Street 
(Fig. 7); Barton and Foxton are both examples 
built oflocal field bricks. Bassingbourn (Fig. 1) and 
Shudy Camps (Fig. 31) are later red brick 
buildings. 

The only example of a clunch dovecote is the 
round-planned building at Newton Home Farm 
(Fig. 13). The external wall is protected by a plaster 
render, but it may have originally been exposed. 
The nesting boxes are of lath and daub. 

Clay lump was possibly used with brick dressings 
in a nineteenth century dovecote at Fowimere; 
large and square planned it was demolished in 
1976. Flint was used at ground floor level in the 
nineteenth century dovecote at Linton. 

The internal walls of the dovecote, lined with 
tiers of nesting boxes, were usually constructed 
independently of the external wall, though Whad-
don (Fig. 20) and Gamlingay (Fig. 3) may be 
exceptions. Clay bat and daub and lath was corn-
monly used and also brick with brick or tiled 
floors. Some brick nesting boxes have remains of 
clay linings, and these were perhaps the clay pan 
referred to by J. Moore in Columbarium (Moore, 
1735), who also advises a 'straw basket' lining. 

The roof coverings were of plain tiles with plas-
tered or weatherboarded gablets: there are two 
long straw thatched examples at Elsworth (Fig. 24) 
and Great Wilbraham (Fig. 5). The more steeply 
pitched roofs date from the late seventeenth 
centiry. 

Dovecote conversions 

To meet the increasing demand for homes in the 
nineteenth century many farmhouses were subdi-
vided as labourers cottages, and so too were the 
larger dovecotes (Grantchester). The smaller dove-
cotes were extended by lean-tos (Kingston Fig. 10) 
or an additional cottage (Newton, Coach House 
Lane, and Sawston, Orchard Lane). Usually the 
conversion included the insertion of a floor or 
floors and a staircase and chimney stack(s). New 
windows were fitted to light the rooms generally 
with segmental headed arches and horizontal slid-
ing sashes; the boarded entrance door was replaced 
by the ubiquitous panelled door. 

Many dovecotes within the farmyard were con- 
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verted into granaries, stables, or stores. Some still 
retain features from this conversion. The ground 
floor of one dovecote (Malton in Orwell Fig. 27) 
housed the pump used in washing coprolites. 

Conclusion 

The following inventory of dovecotes is a record 
of those buildings that have survived; in common 
with other small buildings, provided there is a use 
for them, their future is secure. However, many 
dovecotes are no longer of use, especially when 
they form part of a working farm complex. It is 
surprising how rapidly a small building can deter-
iorate once it ceases to be cared for. South Cam-
bridgeshire District Council Conservation Section, 
who prepared this survey, is taking steps to ensure 
the preservation of the approximately fifty dove-
cotes in its area. It is hoped that a scheme for the 
gradual repair of those buildings at risk will be 
agreed between the Council and the Historic Build-
ings and Monuments Commission in the near 
future. 
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GAZETTEER 

BARRINGTON - No. 4 High Street 
TL 39494980 
Early 18th century. Situated in a close and now culti-
vated as a garden. The dovehouse was converted before 
1914 to a dwelling. It is said to have been used as a 
granary and also a game keeper's larder. Rendered 
timber-framed walls and grey brick; plain tiled gablet 
roof. Two storeys with an inserted floor, rectangular 
plan. Occupied. 
Church Farm, Haslingfleld Road 
TL 39705010 
A dovecote was photographed in 1914 and again in 1923 
standing amongst farm buildings. It was timber-framed 
and weatherboarded with a plain tiled gablet roof. 
BARTON - Manor Farm, School Lane 
TL 40915572 
Mid 18th century. Situated beside the farmyard. Now 
used as a stable but was converted to a granary perhaps 
in the 19th century. Walls of narrow, yellow field bricks 
with a plain tiled pyramidal roof. Square plan, two 
storeyed with former central doorway blocked and with 
an inserted door to one side. Interior not seen. 
BASSINGBOURN-CUM-KNEESWORTH - 
Clear Farm, South End 
TL 32294363 (Figs. 1 and 2) 
1800. Now situated with later 19th century farm build-
ings of light red brick with a pyramidal plain tiled roof 
and large lantern. Single storeyed and square planned. 
The main entrance had a boarded door with an iron grill 
shaped to the round headed brick arch; a round window 
in the rear wall possibly also had a grill. The nesting 
boxes have been removed, they may have been of clay 
bat; the flight platform and chute can still be seen. 
The Grange, Old North Road 
TL 34504460 
18th or 19th century. Recorded by P. Jeevar in 1974 and 
since demolished. Timber-framed walls with brick infill, 
plaster rendered and weatherboarded plinth. Plain tiled 
pyramidal roof and lantern with flight holes. Boarded 
central doorway approached by steps. Below the eaves 
was a small square grill similar to one in the door. 
BOURN - Chapmans Farm, Alms Hill 
TL 32715736 
Early 18th century. Situated with other farm buildings 
on the roadside; the dovecote is now a ruin. Red brick 
with a three coursed brick band. One wall has a later 
plaster render. The main entrance faced the farmhouse. 
CAXTON - Caxton Pastures Farm, Ermine Street 
TL 29156000 
18th century. Facing the farmhouse, but now isolated 
from farm buildings. The dovecote was converted before 
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Fig 3. Flight hole and louvres. 

Fig 4. The Manor House, Station Rd, Gamlingay. 
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Fig 6. Wall showing peg holes in the timber studs. 



74 
	

E. M. DAVIS 

1914 to a house. Red brick walls with plain tiled gablet 
roof. Two storeys, square planned, segmental brick arch 
to central doorway, inserted horizontal sliding sash 
windows. Two chimney stacks recently reduced and lean-
to demolished. Unoccupied. 
COMBERTON - Cross Fanu, Barton Road 
TL 38185615 (Fig. 33) 
17th century. Situated near the farm and within a close, 
the dovecote was converted after 1942 to a house. 
Plastered timber-frame on a stone and brick plinth. One 
wall was cased in clay bat in the 19th century and 
another weatherboarded. Steep plain tiled gablet roof. 
Two storeys with an inserted floor, square planned. 
Occupied. 
No. 12 Hines Lane 
TL 38225638 (Fig. 32) 
18th century. Possibly situated within a close, the dove-
cote is converted to a house. Red brick walls with three 
coursed brick band. Replacement plain tiled gablet roof. 
Side stack and inserted windows. Occupied. 
COTON - Rectory Farm, High Street 
TL 40875892 (Fig. 23 and Frontispiece) 
19th century rather than 18th century. Dovecote in the 
attic of a cartshed with first floor granary, attached to a 
stable range enclosing the farmyard. Timber-framed 
weatherboarded walls with a gablet and mansard roof 
formerly covered with plain tiles. Porched flight entry 
facing ridge of stable roof with platform inside. The 
granary is approached by an external ladder at first floor. 
Inside there are corn bins and wooden nesting boxes. 
CROXTON - Westbury Farm, Abbotsley Road 
TL 24715945 (Fig. 22) 
Late 17th or early 18th century, a rebuilding of a former 
timber-framed dovecote (RCHM). Red brick walls with 
plain tiled pyramidal roof. No lantern, could the flight 
entry have been above the doorway? One storey, square 
planned with about 300 blocked nesting boxes con-
structed in brick. 
DRY DRAYTON - Proctor's Farm, High Street 
TL 37806220 
17th century barn with an external loft, now demolished. 
Described by P. Jeevar as a rare example. 
DUXFORD - The Red Lion, Whittlesford Bridge 
TL 48504725 
Late 18th or early 19th century, converted to a house. 
Timber-framed walls plastered and weatherboarded. 
Gablet roof covered with plain tiles. Two storey rectan-
gular plan; modern doors and fenestration. 
ELSWORTH - Martin's Farm, Boxworth Road 
TL 32046382 (Fig. 24) 
17th century. Originally with other farm buildings that 
were demolished after a fire. The dovecote was altered to 
a granary with a pigeon loft in the roof possibly in the 
19th century. Timber-framed and weatherboarded walls 
on a brick plinth. Long straw thatched gablet roof. 
Single storeyed, square plan with a central boarded door 
of two heights. The flight platform is intact but the 
nesting boxes of clay bat or daub have been removed. 
FEN DITTON - Home Farm, High Ditch Road 
TL 48756020 
18th century. Situated near the farmhouse and with 

other farm buildings. The building was both a granary 
and a dovecote, the three coursed brick band possibly 
indicates the position of the loft floor. Local gault brick 
with a plain tiled pyramidal roof, squat lantern continu-
ing the rake of the roof with louvred flight entry. One 
storey and loft, square plan. Boarded floor raised above 
ground level. 
FEN DITTON - Unknown 
Possibly early 18th century. Local brick walls with 
thatched gable roof. Wooden floors raised above ground 
floor with walls lined with brick nesting boxes. Single 
storey with central two-centred arched doorway in the 
long elevation. Rectangular plan. The dovecote was 
photographed in circa 1925. 

FEN DRAYTON - Dove House, High Street 
TL 33866855 
Early 18th century. Dovecote formerly in the farmyard 
of Ridgeleys Farm. Red brick walls, pyramidal plain 
tiled roof, metal cap with weather vane in position of 
lantern. Two storeys, square plan. A chimney and win-
dows were inserted when the dovecote was converted to a 
house. Occupied. 
Dutch House, Church Street 
TL 33956815 
Dated 1708. Dovecote in the farmyard, now used for 
other purposes and without its original roof. The dentil 
eaves cornice decoration to the red brick walls is a good 
detail. Now two storeys high it has a rectangular plan. 

Ivy Cottage, High Street 
TL 33916845 
Dated 1775 the dovecote was ruinous in 1974 (P. Jeevar). 
500 nesting boxes of two sizes were noted in the remain-
ing walls. The cornice to the red brick walls was decor-
ated; the plan was 15 feet square. 

FOWLMERE - Dove House, Rectory Lane 
TL 42154605 
Possibly 18th century. Rendered timber-framed walls 
with modern pantiled gablet roof. Rectangular plan with 
lean-to extension and 20th century fenestration. 
Occupied. 
Nr. Churchyard 
TL 42254585 
Possibly 19th century, the only clay lump example with 
brick dressings. Square planned, two storeyed with plain 
tiled pyramidal roof. Demolished in May 1976. 

FOXTON - Herod's Farm, High Street 
TL 41044819 
Dated 1796 and initialled R. J. & S. (Raynor James and 
Susan) on a square stone plaque above the doorway. 
Without its original roof the dovecote is now used as a 
cattleshed. The boarded door in the central doorway has 
a segmental relieving arch. The floor was originally 
boarded and raised above the ground. The interior was 
not seen. 
Welbores Pigeon House, High Street? 
TL 41004830 
Built in 1706 for Mr. Wallis it is shown on the 1905 map 
as Wildbores. Brick walls with the upper five feet weath-
erboarded (possibly timber-framed) and twenty feet 
square in plan; the gablet roof was covered with corru 
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gated iron. The building was noted by P. Jeevar in 1974. 
It has since been demolished. 
GAMLINGAY - No. 23 The Manor House, Station Road 
TL 24255211 (Figs. 3 and 4) 
Possibly 1660. Originally sited in a farmyard with other 
buildings including a barn dated 1660; a dovecote is 
recorded on this site in 1280 (VCH). Walls of red brick 
with a deep plinth; plain tiled double gablet roof with 
louvre and flight hole entries. Main entrance approached 
by steps. Single storeyed, square plan. Boarded floor 
originally raised above the ground, lower brick and tile 
nesting boxes have been sealed. The flight platform is in 
situ. 
Dovecote to east of Emplins 
TL 24285229 
Possibly 18th red brick, now converted to a house and 
extended with modern fenestration. Occupied. 
Blythe Farm 
TL 23705200 
Possibly 17th century. Red brick walls with double 
gablet roof 700 nesting boxes. Demolished in 1974. 
GRANTCHESTER - 
Nos. 36 and 38 Dove Cottages, Mill Way 
TL 43365532 
18th century. A lease of 1467 refers to a dovecote on the 
site with 130 dozen pigeons (VCH). One of the largest 
dovecotes with 3,000 nesting boxes. It is now converted 
to two houses. Walls of rendered timber-frame on a high 
brick plinth; (substantial timbers in the frame may be 
earlier;) plain tiled gablet roof. Two storeys and attics 
with gabled dormer windows; rectangular plan. 
Occupied. 
GREAT ABINGTON - 
Newhouse Farm, Pampisford Road 
TL 52814823 (Fig 35) 
Late 17th. Situated in the farmyard and near the farm-
house, converted in the 19th century to a house. Timber-
framed and plastered; plain tile replacements cover a 
gablet roof. Two storeys, square planned with two brick 
side stacks. Inserted horizontal sliding sash windows and 
central panelled door with a flat canopy. Unoccupied. 
GREAT CHISHILL - Rectory Farm, Heydon Road 
TL 42343897 
Early 18th century. Situated with other farm buildings, 
several converted to houses. Red brick walls with saw-
tooth and dentil brick eaves cornice; the roof has been 
rebuilt and the gables framed and weatherboarded. Two 
storeys, rectangular to square plan, with granary and 
dovecote. Interior not seen. 
GREAT SHELFORD - 
Granham's Farm, Granhams Road 
TL 53114625 
Late 18th or early 19th century. Situated in the former 
farmyard, converted in the 19th century to a house. 
Timber-framed and plastered walls on a brick plinth. 
Plain tiled gablet roof with ridge stack and inserted 
windows. Occupied. 
GREAT WILBRAHAM - No. 27 Temple End 
TL 55135752 (Figs. 5 and 6) 
17th century. Situated on the roadside boundary of the 
farmyard, converted to a granary. Timber-framed and 

weatherboarded walls on a brick plinth with a long straw 
thatched gablet roof. One storey, square planned with a 
two stage doorway centrally positioned. The interior 
shows the exposed timber-frame and rod holes possibly 
used by the pegs in the construction of clay bat or daub 
nesting boxes. 
GUILDEN MORDEN - Nos. 32 and 34 Church Street 
TL 27814401 
Late 17th century. Situated within the curtilage of a 
house, possibly a farmhouse. The dovehouse was con-
verted to two houses in the 19th century. The timber-
frame has been exposed by recent renovation. It stands 
on low brick walls. Plain tiled pyramidal roof with 20th 
century glazed lantern replaces the 19th century chimney 
stack. 
No. 1 Dove Cottage, Church Lane 
TL 27964402 
18th century. Possibly a dovecote to Morden House, 
converted in the mid 18th century to a house. Timber-
framed and plastered walls on a low brick plinth; gablet 
roof retiled with plain tiles. Two storeys. Side chimney 
stacks, 20th century replacement windows of those orig-
inally inserted. Occupied. 
HARLTON - The Dove House, Snakes Lane 
TL 38755249 
Early 18th century. Converted in the mid to late 19th 
century to a house. Red brick with deep eaves cornice of 
dentil and sawtooth brick work. Plain tiled pyramidal 
roof. Central 19th century ridge stack replaces the lan-
tern. Two storeys, squared planned. Interior not seen. 
Occupied. 
HARLTON? Photograph circa 1930. 
HARLTON - Unknown 
Photographed in circa 1925, converted to a cottage. Two 
storeyed with lean-to and plain tiled pyramidal roof. 
HASLINGFIELD - 
No. 117 Dovecote Cottage, New Road 
TL 40305250 
18th century, converted to a house in the 19th century. 
Timber-framed and plastered walls with a pantiled gablet 
roof. Side stack and weatherboarded and modern lean-to 
additions, inserted 19th and 20th century windows. A 
dormer window has been added since a photograph was 
taken in circa 1925. Occupied. 
No. 29 The Dovecote, High Street 
TL 40625222 (Figs. 7, 8 and 9) 
Circa 1650. The finest example in Cambridgeshire of a 
circular planned dovecote, originally within the curtilage 
of Haslingfield Hall Park. Red brick walls with very fine 
rubbed brick cornice and three course brick band, coni 
cal roof covered with fish-scale patterned slates; replace-
ment lantern, finial and weather vane. Before conversion 
to a dwelling in 1974 the wooden arbre and potence lay 
on the floor of the house, the arbre tie beam in situ. There 
were fifteen rows of fifty nesting boxes totalling 750 
altogether. One original window and door survive the 
alterations. Occupied. 
KINGSTON - Dove Cottage, Cranes Lane 
TL 34475493 
17th or 1 8th century, converted to a house. Timber- 
framed and rendered walls, plain tiled roof with gablets. 
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Fig 7. No. 29 The Dovecote, High Street, Gamlingay. Fig 8. Nesting boxes. 
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Fig 9. Cornice detail. 
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Two storeys, square planned. 19th century doorway and 
boarded door. Occupied. 

Dovecote Cottage, Church Lane 
TL 34515532 (Figs. 10, 11 and 12) 
1 8th century. Situated in a close now cultivated as a 
garden and formerly part of Library Farm. Dovecote 
and ground floor granary were converted to a house in 
the 19th century. The flight platform remains intact and 
angle braces between the wall plates for the ladders to 
rest on. Timber-framed and plastered walls with plain 
tiled gablet roof. Two storeys and attic, square planned. 
Inserted chimney and horizontal sliding sash windows 
and lean-tos are associated with the conversion. 
Occupied. 

LINTON - Dove House, Mill Lane 
TL 56344669 
Early 19th century. Built in the angle ofa boundary wall, 
and converted to a house in the late 19th century. Flint 
ground storey walls with brick dressings and possibly 
rendered timber-framed first floor. The pantiled roof 
may be a replacement. Occupied. 

LITLINGTON - Hill Farm, South Street 
TL 31394257 (Fig. 26) 
Late 16th or early 17th century. Sited within the farm-
yard and other farm buildings. Substantial timber-
framed walls with plastered infill and external weather-
boarding. Plain tiled pyramidal roofwithout lantern, the 
flight platform however is intact. Two storeys, used as a 
granary and store, square planned. Peg holes in studs for 
clay bat or daub nesting boxes. 

Bury Farm, Abingdon Road 
TL 31064310 (Fig. 25) 
Dated 1682, collapsed and demolished in 1980. Red 
brick walls, plain tiled gablet roof. Square plan. Segmen-
tal arched doorway with double doors and with a cut 
brick panel above inscribed with the date. Interior for-
merly complete with flight platform and brick nesting 
boxes. 

LITTLE EVERSDEN - Five Gables Farm, Bucks Lane 
TL 36955346 
17th century. Sited in the farmyard with other farm 
buildings. Timber-framed and rendered walls; plain tiled 
gablet roof. Two storeys, square planned. Converted to a 
house with an inserted floor. The nesting boxes have 
been removed, flight platform intact. 

LITTLE SHELFORD - King's Farmhouse, High Street 
TL 45275140 
18th century, converted to a small lodge in the grounds 
of the 'gentrified' farmhouse. Timber-framed and plas-
tered walls; plain tiled gablet roof with an inserted 
dormer window. 19th century stack, inserted windows 
with Gothic arched heads and margin glazing bars. More 
recently the building was converted into a garage. 

MELDRETH - Chiswick Farm, Chiswick End 
TL 37304563 
Late 17th century or early 18th century. Now used as a 
granary and store the building stands beside the road. 
Timber-framed and plastered walls; the plain tiled roof 
replaces a steep gablet roof - seen in a photograph of 
circa 1925. Interior not seen. 

NEWTON - Home Farm, Town Street 
TL 43554936 (Figs. 13, 14, 15 and 16) 
18th century. The most interesting of all the South 
Cambridgeshire dovecotes. Circular planned and built of 
clunch, plastered externally and lined internally with clay 
daub and lath nesting boxes of two sizes. The floor was 
boarded and raised on piers above ground level. The 
conical roof was possibly reconstructed in the 19th 
century; it has a curious gabled lantern with louvred 
entry to a flight platform and chute still intact. About 
500 pigeons were kept in the house till 1930. The building 
is situated in the farmyard with other buildings. 
The Coach House, Coach House Lane 
TL 43604938 
Late 17th or early 18th century. Sited at the end of a lane 
and converted to houses. Red brick walls with dentil 
brick eaves cornice and plinth. Formerly with a plain 
tiled gablet roof now included in part of an addition at 
right angles. The central main entrance is blocked and 
windows inserted during renovation in 1986 replace the 
earlier ones. The original rectangular plan is now two 
storeyed. The clay bat courses between the internal brick 
wall indicate the position of the nesting boxes, and were 
visible when the plaster was removed (1986). 
OAKINGTON - Whitehall Farm, Longstanton Road 
TL 40936431 
Rebuilt, 20th century in yellow brick and tile hung with 
red tiles matching the roof tiles. Perhaps the octagonal 
tower is a copy of the original. The roof finial is 
surmounted by a wrought iron weather vane with a 
pigeon in flight. 
ORWELL - Malton Farmhouse, Malton Lane 
TL 37364833 
Late 17th or early 18th century. Situated on the roadside 
near the farmyard. Substantially timber-framed and 
weatherboarded on a red brick plinth; plain tiled gablet 
roof with four flight holes in each gablet. Two storeys, a 
cart shed and first floor dovecote. Square planned. The 
flight platform in the dovecote is in situ. The cart shed 
was used as the pump house for washing coprolites in the 
19th century. 
Laurel House, High Street 
TL 36405040 
Date unknown; photographed in 1930 the dovecote has 
since been demolished. It was timber-framed and plas-
tered with a hipped, long straw thatched roof. 
OVER - Ivy House, Fen end 
TL 37877062 
Late 17th or early 18th century. Situated on a boundary 
of the garden enclosure to Ivy House. Red brick walls, 
with dentil brick eaves cornice. 19th rebuild of roof to a 
gable covered with plain tiles. Deep plinth. Two storeys, 
rectangular plan. Central door to rear facing into the 
close, 19th century doorway inserted for use as a stable 
with hay loft above. 
PAPWORTH ST. AGNES - Manor House 
TL 26806470 (Fig. 28) 
Circa 1700. Situated on the boundary of the garden 
enclosure. Red brick walls with double row of sawtooth 
bricks in the eaves cornice, plain tiled pyramidal roof 
with louvres breaking the roof pitch on two sides. Two 
storeys, square planned. The flight platform and chute 
are intact, the nesting boxes, possibly ofclay bat or daub, 
have been removed. 
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Fig 11. Corner Braces 

Fig 12. Trap door. 
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Fig 10. Dovecote, Church Lane, 
Kingston. 
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Fig 15. Nesting boxes. 	 Fig 16. Nesting boxes showing lath and daub exposed. 
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SAWSTON - John Faulkner Primary School, Mill Lane 
TL 48534946 (Fig. 30) 
Late 17th century. Situated originally on the boundary 
of a garden close with other outbuildings. Timber-
framed walls plastered, with brick flogging at the lower 
level which was originally weatherboarded. Plain tiled 
gabled roof. Square plan. Boarded loft door and 
entrance door. The building is now used as a store by the 
school. 
Nos. 1, 3 and 5 Orchard Lane 
TL 48734936 
Early 18th century, possibly on the monastic site of 
'Monkes Ortyarde' . Timber-framed and plastered walls 
on a brick plinth extended in the 19th century by clay 
lump additions and converted into three dwellings. Plain 
tiled gablet roof with ridge stack. Before the recent 
renovation the five windows had horizontal sliding 
sashes. Occupied. 
SHELFORD - Unknown 
Dated 1706. Photograph circa 1930. Brick with square 
plan. Plain tiled pyramidal roof with small gablet possi 
bly with flight holes. 
SHEPRETH - Manor Farm, Frog End 
TL 39334741 
Possibly 17th century. Noted by P. Jeevar in 1974, the 
dovecote was ruinous after 1955. Timber-framed walls, 
with a thatched gablet roof. 
SHUDY CAMPS - Carters Farm, Main Sfreet 
TL 61704480 
18th century. Situated within the farmyard, the building 
collapsed in a storm in 1976. Red brick walls with three 
course brick band and sawtoothed brick eaves cornice. 
Plain tiled gablet roof. Flight platform intact. 
Barsey Farm, Haverhill Road 
TL 64004542 (Fig. 31) 
Early 19th century, facing the farmhouse and now iso-
lated from farm buildings. Red brick walls with a deep 
plinth; plain tiled gablet roof. Shallow pointed brick arch 
to central doorway with a small glazed window above. 
Square planned. The nesting boxes have been removed; 
the collars in the roof remain for the flight platform. 
STAPLEFORD - No. 4 Dove Cottage, Gog Magog Way 
TL 47215201 
Possibly 18th century. Formerly part of the Bury Manor 
estate. Converted to a house and altered again circa 
1980. Originally the red brick walls with a single coursed 
brick band were visible, the walls are now rendered and 
tile hung. Plain tiled pyramidal roof brick chimney 
stack. Occupied. 
SWAVESEY - Ryder's Farm, Middle Watch 
TL 36356832 (Fig. 29) 
Early 18th century. Situated beside the farmhouse and 
facing into the farmyard. Timber-framed and weather-
boarded walls on a brick plinth, plain tiled pyramidal 
roofwithout a lantern. Square planned. Central boarded 
door. The flight rails made of hedgerow timber can be 
seen suspended from the roof. This small building is now 
used as a store, but was also used as a granary. 
Trinity Farm, Middle Watch 
TL 36364842 
Early 18th century. Situated beside the farmhouse and 

facing into the farmyard. Timber-framed and weather-
boarded walls on a brick plinth; plain tiled pyramidal 
roof, without a lantern. Square planned, central door-
way approached by steps. Raised, boarded floor. Now 
used as a store, it was possibly used as a granary. 
Hall Farm? 
Remains of dovehouse, noted by P. Jeevar 1974. 
THRIPLOW - Bacons Farm, Church Street 
TL 44244674 
Possibly 17th century. Situated on the boundary of the 
farmyard. Deep brick plinth, and possibly timber-framed 
with plastered walls; steep pantiled, gablet roof. Square 
planned. Photographed circa 1930, it has been 
demolished. 
Rectory Farm, Middle Street 
TL 43804640 
Possibly late 17th or early 18th century. Situated on the 
boundary of the farmyard with other buildings. Timber-
framed and plastered walls on a brick plinth; plain tiled 
gablet roof. Central doorway with lathed ventilation 
above. Photographed circa 1930; has been demolished. 
No. 21 Bassett's, Lower Street 
TL 43614639 (Fig. 34) 
Early 18th century. Situated within the close of the 
former Bury farmstead, and possibly the farmyard. Tim-
ber-framed and plastered walls on a brick plinth; plain 
tiled gablet roof. Two storeys, square planned with a 
central entrance and 19th century window and stack 
insertions. Occupied. 
Thriplow Bury, Lodge Road 
TL 43544615 
Early 18th century. Situated on the boundary with other 
buildings ofthe former farmyard. A roof has been added 
to the derelict building (photograph circa 1930). Red 
brick walls, with central doorways at two levels. Now 
used as a garden store and studio. 

TOFT - Manor Farm, Comberton Road 
TL 36205620 (Figs. 17, 18 and 19) 
Late 17th or early 18th century. Isolated from the 
farmhouse on the boundary of a former close. Red brick 
plinth, timber-framed and weatherboarded walls; plain 
tiled gablet roof with flight holes in gablet. Central 
boarded door; square plan. Nesting boxes numbering 
about 700 of clay bat and tile construction. Flight 
platform complete with opening for chute. 

WEST WRATTING - 
Oxcroft Farm, West Wratting Road 
TL 59165132 
18th century. Isolated position between the farmhouse 
and farmyard. Red brick walls possibly encasing a 
timber-frame. Two storey, square plan. 20th century 
replacement plain tiles to gablet roof, and inserted win-
dows and doorways. 

WESTWICK - Westwick Hall Farm, Oakington Road 
TL 42176536 
Dated 1868. Pigeon loft in the apex of a wide spreading 
roofspanning a double barn with flanking aisles. The loft 
is approached by internal wooden ladders. 

WHADDON - Rectory Farm, Meldreth Road 
TL 35274657 (Figs. 20 and 21) 
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Fig 18. Flight platform and opening for chute. 
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Fig 19. Nesting boxes. 
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Fig 17. Manor Farm, Comberton Road, 
Toft. 
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Fig 20. Rectory Farm, Meidreth Rd, 
Whaddon. 

Fig 21. Nesting boxes. 



Fig 24. Martin's Farm, Boxworth Road, Elsworth. 

Fig 23. Rectory Farm, High Street, Coton 
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Fig 22. Westbury Farm, Abbotsley 
Road, Croxton. 
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Fig 25. Five Gables Farm, Bucks Lane, 
Little Eversden. 
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Fig 27. Malton Farmhouse, Malton Lane, Orwell. 
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Fig 26. Hill Farm, South Street, Litlington. 



Fig 28. Manor House, Papworth St Agnes 1 ig 29. R\ iter I- arm. Middle Vv atch. Swa esev. 

Fig 30. John Fui1kier Primary School, Mill Lane, Sawston Fig 31. Bardsey Farm, Haverhill Road, Shudy Camps. 
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Fig 32. No. 12 1 lines Lane. Comberlon. 
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Fig 34 Bassett's Lower Street, Thriplow. Fig 35. Newhouse Farm, Pampisford Road. Gt Abington. 
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18th century, rebuilt after a fire in the 19th century and 
used as a 'wheat' house. Red brick walls with a low 
pitched slated pyramidal roof and small lantern. The 
original doorway faces the farmhouse and is blocked. 
The 950 brick nesting boxes are arranged in rows with 
brick ledges. This dovecote was the scene of pigeon thefts 
in 1823 and 1850. 

Dovecotes shown on Estate Maps 
Among the several sources of reference to dovecotes 

the following estate maps either show a drawing of a 
dovecote in elevation or plan. 

KINGSTON - Kingston Wood Manor 
Estate map for Lord Edward Harley by John Cory. 
Dovecote illustrated. 1720 C.R.O. 
LITLINGTON - Bedwell's Estate 
Estate map for Sir Spencer Wilson, Bart. Dovecote 
planned in corner of Bedwell's Close. 1782. C.R.O. 
LITTLE LINTON (HILDERSHAM) - 
Catley Park 
Estate map for Benjamin Keene by Jo. Freeman. Dove-
cote illustrated in a close. 1779. C.R.O. 
LITTLE SHELFORD - Manor 
Estate map by F. Warren. Dovecote planned in corner of 
a close beside the moat. 1748. C.R.O. 

7 
( / 

Fig 36. 'Kingston Wood Manor' part of the estate map of 1720. 

GLOSSARY 

Arbre 	 See potences. 

Arch 	 To a window or door opening usually of brick with a segmental, round or cambered head. 

Band, or Plat Band 	One, two, or three projecting brick courses generally found in late 17th and 18th century buildings. 

Chute 	 See flight platform. 

Clay Bat, or Clay Lump 	Unfired clay blocks formed in wooden moulds 9 x 7 x 18 inches long. 

Clay Daub 	 Wet moulded clay. 
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Coprolite Stony fossil, surface mined, used as a fertilizer. 

Cornice Brick bands at eaves height, moulded or with bricks set as a dentil or sawtooth decoration. 

Cupola See lantern. 

Dressing Architectural term for the material used in enhancing certain details, e.g. the door jamb or quoin. 

Flight Holes Openings for pigeons to enter and leave the dovecote, usually found in the gablet or lantern. 

Flight Platform and Chute, Constructed from planks laid across the roof collars with a central square opening for a tapering 
or Alighting Platform wooden chute into the dovehouse, sometimes closed with a trap door. 

Gahiet See roof. 

Horizontal Sliding Sashes Unhinged window sashes that slide horizontally oftwo or three lights, peculiar to Cambridgeshire and 
the East Midlands. 

Infill Usually ofwattle and daub, or lath and plaster inserted between the timbers ofa framed building, when 
in brick termed flogging. 

Lantern Structure at the apex of a roof with ifight openings for pigeons to enter and leave the dovecote, 
sometimes in their more decorative form a cupola. The small roofs take the form of a gable or pyramid, 
occasionally a cone. 

Lean-to An addition to a building with a sloping roof. 

Loft Space above the ground floor often within the roof. 

Louvre Horizontal opening between two boards for pigeons to enter and leave the dovecote, found in lanterns 
or gablets. 

Nesting Boxes, or Pigeon 	Constructed of brick with brick or tile alighting ledges, of clay daub and lath or wattle, or of wood; 
Holes L-planned. 

Pantile A moulded clay tile designed to interlock with tiles on either side and with a nib for hanging the tile. 
Used commonly in agricultural buildings and labourer's cottages. Similar colour to Cambridgeshire 
plain tiles. 

Plain Tile A flat clay tile measuring 10 x 6- inches with a hole for a wooden dowel to peg it on wooden laths. 
Colours vary from cream, grey to pink and red. 

Plinth Brick base for a timber-framed building and a projecting brick base to a brick building. 

Potences, Arbre, and Sometimes referred to as a potence. The central pivoted post, the arbre, has horizontal timbers, 
Ladder potences, to which a ladder is attached. 

Roof Gabled roof with two slopes rising to a ridge; hipped roof with sloping ends and a shortened ridge; 
pyramidal roof with sloping sides and without a ridge; mansard roof similar to a gabled roof with 
double slopes; gablet or saddle back roof usually the hipped roof type with a gabled apex - 'gablets'; 
conical roof found on circular planned buildings. 

Saddle Back See roof. 

Timber-frame Walls constructed from a timber framework of posts and studs with bracing at the angles. The 
carpentry details are dateable. The frame is infilled with various materials and usually covered 
externally by plaster or weatherboarding. 

APPENDIX 

Extracts and Notes on Dove Husbandry 
The husbandry of dove keeping is now a lost art. 

The dovecote at Home Farm, Town Street, New-
ton appears to have been the last to be used as such 
in South Cambridgeshire. Doves can be seen in the 
photograph of circa 1930. The most useful early 
source of information comes from Columbarium, 
by J. Moore. He was an apothecary and noted for 
his worming preparations. His book, published late 
in his life in 1735 was reprinted posthumously in 
1765 and again by W. B. Tegetmeier in 1879. It was 
presumably a handbook much used at that time. 

Four volumes of the 1735 publication are held in 
the British Library and a copy of the late edition is 
to be found in the University Library, Cambridge. 
This edition has a copper plate frontispiece show-
ing the equipment needed for rearing and keeping 
doves and also shows the dovehouse cat! A. 0. 
Cooke used J. Moore as a source for A Book of 
Doves, 1920, and also makes interesting compari-: 
sons with dovecotes in France. 

The doves were paired before they were placed in 
the dovecote and selected their nesting boxes, 'Two 
holes or breeding places for every pair for the more 
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room they have the more quiet they will sit and 
breed the better'. 'Erect shelves of about 14 inches 
broad allowing 18 inches between shelf and shelf 
(1735).' '- in breeding time when the young ones 
are about three weeks old, the Hen, if a good 
breeder will lay again, and leave the Cock to take 
care of and bring up the young ones.' The legs of 
the squabs were broken to prevent needless use of 
energy. (J. Moore). 

'Young birds were crammed with white bread 
half chewed by men specially hired for the work.' 
(A. 0. Cooke). 

'- the feed to be placed in a Meat-Box shaped as 
a Hopper' - 'and a Water Bottle to hold three or 
four gallens and its belly made in the form of an egg 
to keep em from dunging out.' This bottle is 
illustrated (1765) inverted into a pan and sup-
ported by a wooden tripod. 'A Salt Cat' made from 
lime and cummin amongst other things was 'useful 
for to harden their shells'. It was left in the dove-
cote and was thought to attract pigeons from other 
houses as well as the returning pigeons. (J. Moore). 

'A Salt Cat' was originally a cat stuffed with lime 
and cummin and roasted; in the seventeenth cen-
tury accounts from Jesus College, Cambridge, a  

dog was roasted for this purpose. Its main function 
was to attract the homing pigeons, obviously of 
some value. 'Charles Waterton says it was forbid-
den in England in his father's time to whitewash 
the external walls as it being likely to attract a 
neighbour's birds; in France whitewashing dove-
cotes was common-place.' (A. 0. Cooke). 

Apart from providing a regular source of meat 
for the table the doves also contributed to the farm 
economy by their droppings. This was much prized 
and 'worth ten loads of other Dung' - 'sown after 
the Manner as the grain and harrow'd in with it'. 
Tanners made use of the dung in tanning the upper 
leathers and 'Salt Petre Beds', were made from a 
mixture of pigeons' dung, fowls' dung, hogs' dung, 
fat earth and lime. (Moore, 1735) 

Thefts from dovecotes were common and must 
be a contributing cause for the siting of most of 
these small buildings where they could easily be 
observed. An extract from the Cambridge Chron-
icle, 24th January, 1823 illustrates this. 

We should like to thank South Cambridgeshire 
County Council for a grant to cover the cost of 
publishing this paper. It is also available as a 
separate publication. 

Extract from the Cambridge Chronicle, 24 January 1823, concerning a robbery at 
Whaddon dovecote. 
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