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GEORGE LOOSEMORE AT TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, 

1660-1682 

IAN PAYNE 

George Loosemore, brother of John the 
famous Exeter organ-builder, and of Henry, 
organist of King's College, Cambridge (1627-
70),1 is often referred to briefly in connection 
with post-Restoration Trinity College and, to 
a lesser degree, with pre- and post-
Restoration Jesus College •2  This short article 
embodies the results of a thorough examin-
ation of the Trinity College archives for the 
period 1660-83 in search of information about 
the running of the Chapel choir in general and 
Loosemore's career in particular. 

The Elizabethan statutes, which had 
governed the College since 1560, were still 
in operation at the Restoration, and conti- '  
nued to provide for ten choristers, six lay 
clerks and one man who was both organist 
and master of the choristers.' Ten choristers 
(most of them probably 'dry )5  and five clerks 
- [Thomas] Mace, Pomfrett, Millecent, 
[Roger] Nightingale, and Bull - constituted 
the choir in 1659/60. 6  

The first payment to 'Mr Leusmore as 
Organist & Master of the Quire' was made in 
1660/1, when he received four quarterly 
instalments of £6 6s 8d 'for Commons and 

Wages', `  making his annual stipend (f.27 6s 
8d) over £17 more than that received by his 
predecessors, who were paid £10 per annum. 
No such payment is recorded for the previous 
year (1659/60); but the following entries 
prove his involvement in College music and 
strongly suggest that he was already acting in 
this capacity, even to the extent of loaning to 
the College his own organ (see below, page 
146), as the Chapel organ had been dismant-
led in 1643 : 8  
For removeing, setting upp and tuneing the Little 

Organ, 	 £1 lOs 
To Peere and Lovett their bill for worke, nailes and 

wood about the Organ, 	 £2 9s lOd 
To Peere for deale boardes & more worke in the 

Organ-loft, by Mr Loosemore's direccions [sic] 18s 
[Senior Bursar's Audit Book, 1660, Chappell, f.19] 

The choir's music books, which seem to have 
been hidden away for safe keeping before the 
Civil War, were promptly rescued from obli-
vion under Loosemore's supervision: 

To Pomfrett [one of the lay clerks] uppon his delivering 
the Chappell Quire bookes, 	 £3 

[Ibid. f. 19v] 

See John Morehen's article on these composers in 
The New Grove; much new biographical informa-
tion will be found in the pedigree appended to the 
present article. 
On Loosemore at Jesus, see Ian Payne, 'Music at 
Jesus College, Cambridge, c. 1557-1679' Proceed- 
ings of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, LXXVI 
(1987), pp. 97-103. 
Ian Payne, The Musical Establishment at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, 1546-1644', Proceedings of 
the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, LXXIV 
(1985), pp.  53-69. David Mateer, in 'Further light 
on Preston and Whyte', Musical Times, cxv (1974), 
pp. 1074-7, has mistaken these statutes for a set 
given by Henry VIII: in fact the College had no 
statutes, and therefore no statutory provision for a 
musical establishment, prior to the Marian draft 
statutes of 1554 (Payne, 'The Musical Estab- 

lishment'). 
4 The full text of this statute is quoted by Mateer, 

op. cit., 1074. 
5 See below, p. 147; for a fuller discussion of 'dry' 

choristers see Payne, 'The Musical Establishment', 
and G. F. Cobb, A Brief History of the Organ . . 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, ed. Alan Gray 
(Cambridge, [1913]). Cobb prints some of the 
archival extracts presented in the present article. 

6 Trinity College Archives (TCA), Senior Bursar's 
Audit Book 1660, Stipendium Choristarum f.12v, 
and Stipendia Clericorum f. 13v. 

7 Ibid. ,'1661, Extraordinaries, f.39. 
8 Cobb, op. cit. , p. 4; George's brother, Henry, lent 

his own organ to King's College shortly after the 
Restoration (see Percy Scholes, The Puritans and 
Music, (Oxford, 1969), p. 177). 
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General renovation work continued in 1661, 
with the purchase of service books and the 
erection of hangings in the Chapel, and lOs 
was paid 

To Mr Leusmore for mending the Organs 
[Ibid. 1661, Chappell, f.36v] 

On 9 June 1662, however, the master and 
seniors agreed 'that sixscore pounds be layd 
out upon a Chaire-Organ'; 9  and though 
payments to organ-blowers this year (1661/2) 
show that Loosemore's own small instrument 
was still in use, by Michaelmas 1663 work on 
the new organ was well under way: 

To Mr Thamar towards the makeing of the Organ £15 
[Ibid. , 1663, Chappell, f.70v] 

To Mr Thamar more . . . for the Organ, 	£85 
To Mr Leusemore for removeing his owne Organ £1 
For work about the Organ for more then [sic] was 
bargained for, £4 2s 6d 

For worke about covering the Organ bellowes, lOs 4d 
[Ibid., f.71] 

Once built, at a total cost of £114 18s 0d, 10  
the organ was regularly maintained and 
tuned, and occasionally repaired and 
cleaned, under an annual agreement between 
[Thomas] Thamar of Peterborough and the 
College, the former receiving it or it lOs per 
annum for these services, from 1664 until at 
least 1683, the last annual account examined 
by the author.' 1  The only deviation from this 
was in 1674/5, when he was paid £3 

for tuneing the Organ twice, and mending it when 
eaten with Ratts 
,[Ibid., 1675, Chappell, f. 13v] 

Loosemore played a large part in providing 
music books for the College, as is shown by 
the following entries spanning the period of 
his tenure: 

To Mr Loosemore for writing & pricking 16 Service 
bookes and Anthems, 	 £5 

[Ibid., 1663, Gratuita Magistri et Sociorum, f.72] 

To Mr Loosemore by order of the Master & Seniors for 
singing bookes for the Chappell, £5 

[Ibid. , 1665, Gratuita . . . , f. 103v] 

To Mr Loosemore for a booke of Anthems for the 
Master, £1 lOs 

[Ibid., 1665, Extraordinaries, f.105] 

To Tillet for mending three Musick bookes, 	3s 
[Ibid., 1670, Chappell, f.176v] 

Paid [to] Denson for an Organ Booke, 	7s 6d 
[Ibid., 1683, Chappell, f.140] 

Unfortunately, nothing specific about the 
contents of any of these books or sets can be 
gleaned from the above. For example, the '16 
Service bookes and Anthems', for which 
payment was authorized by the master and 
seniors on 9 June 1662, 12  might have con-
tamed two complete sets of services and 
anthems for a four-part choir consisting of 
soprano, alto, tenor and bass voices, each set 
having four part-books for each side of the 
choir; but the fact that the word 'Anthems' 
appears after, rather than before, the word 
'bookes' could indicate that an unspecified 
number of 'Anthems' was copied which did 
not necessarily fit into the sixteen-book 
sequence. And while it is possible that the 
'booke of Anthems for the Master' of the 
next entry but one may loosely refer to the 
set of grace books of which one only is extant 
in the College Library, 13  this is pure specu-
lation, as the entry seems to indicate a single 
book (perhaps in score) rather than a set. It is 
tempting, however, to speculate on the on-
gins and identity of the so-called 'George 
Loosemore Organ Book', apparently copied 
by him and preserved at the British 
Library. 14  There is nothing to suggest that 
Denson's 'Organ B000ke' was copied by 
Loosemore, though it is of course possible; 
while the following College order, dated 20 
December 1682, at least fourteen weeks after 
Loosemore's death, 15  seems to refer to a 
book of figured bass or other continuo 
accompaniments, rather than of organ scores 
of anthems: 

9 TCA, Trinity College Conclusion Book, 1646-
1811, p.  63. 

10 This figure is the sum of the relevant items in the 
above list, plus a further £10 paid to Thamar and a 
55 gratuity paid to his workmen (TCA, Senior 
Bursar's Audit Book, 1663, ff.73v and 71v, 
respectively). 

11 These annual payments will be found in the Senior 
Bursar's Audit Books, under the head Chappell. 
Cobb (p. 10) states that Thamar's annual agree-
ment ceased in 1685. 

12 TCA, Trinity College Conclusion Book, 1646-
1811, p. 76. 
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Order'd that five pound be payd to Mrs Loosemore for 
the Through Base Organ-Book made & pricked by her 
husband our late Organist deceased, as also that five 
pound more be payd to her as a Gratuity from the 
College for the [good interlined] service of . . . her 
husband 
[TCA, Trinity College Conclusion Book, 1646-1811, p. 
162] 

Another organ book was a produce of Loose-
more's associations with Jesus College which, 
though it did not have even a semi-professio-
nal choir , 16  clearly commissioned some 
sacred music, presumably of a simple nature, 
and scored for soprano, alto, tenor and bass 
voices, Decani and Cantons, from the 
composer: 

Paid [to] Mr Leusmore for pricking the Organbooke, & 
the 8 bookes [for the choir], 	 13s 6d 

[Jesus College Archives, CH. 2.1, An Account of the 
Offerings from Mich, 1665 to Mich, 1666. This 
payment may have been made on 5 October 1665] 

There can, however, be little doubt that BL 
Add. 34203 was compiled for use in the 
Trinity College organ loft, partly because its 
large collection of cathedral-type music 
would have required a sizeable professional 
choir to do it justice, and partly because it 
containes music by [John] Cutts, a Trinity lay 
clerk, and by John Thamar, a chorister there. 

Let us now consider the choir of which 
Loosemore had charge at Trinity. By 1661/2 
the full complement of six lay clerks had been 
achieved, 17  and continued throughout the 
period under discussion. These were paid the 
pre-Civil War statutory annual stipend of £8 
each, while Loosemore received a very much 
larger wage than his predecessors, as men-
tioned above. The Master and seniors were 
at pains to keep up this number of singers,  

and were quick to find substitutes and 
replacements when the need arose. For 
example, in 1664/5, Hutchins and Ingram 
between them took the place of John Cutts, 
who had died around Christmas 1664: 

To Hutchins for singing in the Quire . . . [total of £6], 
To Ingram for assisting in one of the clerkes places in 

the Chappell . . . 	 £2 
[TCA, Senior Bursar's Audit Book, 1665, Chappell, 

f.103] 

(Ingram may be identical with John Ingram 
who became a sizar of Trinity in 1666, and 
proceeded B.A. in 1670 and M.A. in 1673 . 18  
If he was a member of the College prior to his 
matriculation, then he was following not only 
earlier practice at Trinity but also Loose-
more's example at Jesus in the 1630 5 . 19) 

Many of the choristers, on the other hand, 
had long been 'dry' - that is, they were 
undergraduates with broken voices, some of 
whom were given the profits of a choris-
tership simply as a sinecure, to help them out 
financially. 20  It is impossible to attach 
numbers to this practice, but some examples 
may briefly be considered here. On 2 Octo-
ber 1662 the Master and seniors decided that 
two youths, Herbert and Finch, should be 
'allowed one Chorister's commons between 
them': these were probably 'dry' and never 
actually sang in the choir. Loosemore's son, 
on the other hand, and one Morton, were to 
be 'admitted to whole Chorister's places', the 
word 'whole' being added as if to point out 
that these were de facto choristers .21 The 
former held on to his choristership until 
1676/7, when he was styled 'Mr', indicating 
that he had proceeded M.A. There is no 
doubt that his voice had long since broken. 22  
On 16 December 1662 it was decided that 

13 Trinity College Library, R.2.58. 
14' Add. MS 34203. See Thurston Dart, 'Henry 

Loosemore's Organ-Book', Transactions of the 
Cambridge Bibliographical Society, III (1960), p. 
148. A list of contents is in Hughes-Hughes, 
Catalogue of Manuscript Music in the British 
Museum, i ( London, 1964), pp. 38-9, 402. 

15 On 11 September 1682 one 'Mr Wilbore [was] 
chosen Organist in Mr Loosemore's place lately 
deceased' (TCA, Trinity College Conclusion 
Book, 1646-1811, p. 161). 

16 Payne, 'Music at Jesus College'. 
17 TCA, Senior Bursar's Audit Book, 1662, Stipendia 

Clericorum, f.49. 

18 Admissions to Trinity College, ii (1546-1700), ed. 
W.W. Rouse-Ball and J.A. Venn (London, 1913) 
p. 475. 

19 See Payne, 'The Musical Establishment' (many 
musicians in the foundation prior to 1555 were in 
that year all elected to scholarships, including the 
organist [Thomas] Preston and the composer 
[Robert] White); Payne, 'Music at Jesus College'. 

20 See above, note 5. 
21 TCA, Trinity College Conclusion Book, 1646-

1811, p. 67. 
22 TCA, Senior Bursar's Audit Book, 1677, Stipen-

dium Choristarum, f.37. 
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Young Thamar son of the Organ-maker be admitted 
into the next Chorister's place which shall be void 
[TCA, Trinity College Conclusion Book, 1646-1811, p. 
71] 

At first sight this looks like a blatant piece of 
jobbery, the organ-builder's son being 
admitted in part-payment for his father's 
services apropos the organ; but the fact that 
Thamar's son did not proceed B.A. until 
1670 (from Peterhouse) 23  may mean that he 
was previously under the age of fourteen and 
that he may therefore have had an unbroken 
voice. This boy held his choristership only 
until Michaelmas 1666, and such a short 
tenure (compared with many Trinity 'dry' 
choristers, who held them up to the time they 
proceeded B.A. or even M.A.) further sug-
gests that he was a genuine choir-boy. That 
some of the choristers were certainly 
required to sing, however, is shown by the 
order of 25 April 1664, that Augustine Wal 
banck 'be made Chorister. . . & that he shall 
learne to sing.' 24  The average number of 
choristers during this period was ten or 
eleven, though occasionally twelve, but it is 
impossible to discern how many of these had 
unbroken voices. 

Finally, something may be said about 
Loosemore's contribution to the College's 
domestic musical life. Between about 1594  

and 1615 Trinity maintained at least one viol 
consort, but this is not mentioned in the 
annual accounts after the latter date, suggest-
ing that privately-owned instruments were 
used instead .25  However, the following 
unique entry shows not only that the College 
was again maintaining these instruments by 
this date, but also that they were certainly 
used for domestic music-making: , 

To Mr Loosemore, for strings & stringing of viols in the 
Common Chamber, 	 , £1 lOs 

[ TCA, Junior Bursar's Account, 1672, Extra- 
ordinaryes] 

It is hardly surprising that Loosemore should 
have been charged with this duty, as he must 
have known John Jenkins personally through 
the North family at Kirtling, 26  and he cer-
tainly composed27  and copied28  viol consorts, 
though sadly none of these survives 
complete.. . 

Acknowledgements 
I am grateful to the master and fellows of 
Trinity College, and to Mr E. Mills, fellow 
and archivist of Jesus College, for their kind 
permission to publish extracts from the archi-
ves of the respective colleges. .. 

23 Admissions,.p. 475. 
24 TCA, Trinity College Conclusion Book, 1646-

. 1811, p.  83. 
25 See Ian Payne, 'Instrumental Music at Trinity 

College, Cambridge, c. 1594-c. 1615' for a full 
discussion of this tradition. 

26 Roger North on Music, ed. John Wilson (London, 
1959), pp. 4-5. 	 . 

27 Ibid, Plate 1.  
28 Andrew Ashbee and Richard Nicolson, eds. , John 

Jenkins: Consort Music for Vils in Six, Parts 
(London, 1976), p. xii. : 



William LOOSEMORE2 	= Agnes 
fl 1524 
d1539 

r Henry MOLL 

John LOOSEMORE3 	= Joan MOLL 
bapt c. 1521 m c. 1549 

. 	bur 10 Sept 1583 	 . bur 29 Jan 1563 
will proved 5 Feb 1591 
in PCC  

. 
Henry. LOOSEMORE 	= Ursula GOSSE 
bàpt c. 1552 m 29 Jan 1577 bur c 

1621 bur 30 March 1625 
will proved in 1621, 
atExeter_____________________ 

[Samü]ell LOOSEMORE 	= Gillian MANEY 
sfapt 28 Nov 1577 m 8 Nov 1604 
at Bps Nympton at Bps Nympton 
bur 25 Nov 1642 
at Barnstaple 

T 	:A n  Priscilla . ;, 	I 	• 	:; bapt 1610 	. 
:. 

bapt 1613 . at Bps Nympton at Barnstaple 
I 	bur 1632 	• bur 1615 

I at Barnstaple at Barnstaple 

w 
Henry LOOSEMORE 
(see Table 2) 

= Lawrence Patryge 
m 18 Oct 1544 
at Molland 

Amy 	Sathuel 
b 1622 	(1625-64) 

George LOOSEMORE 
(see Table 2) 

APPENDIX 
PEDIGREE OF GEORGE LOOSEMORE1  

Table 1. Loosemore of Bishop's Nympton, Devon. 

(1) 
	

(2) 

. 	 Joan BLACKWELL 
m 24 Nov 1639, 
at Barnstaple 

1 I have compiled this pedigree from materials kindly 
supplied by Mr.- W.R. Loosemore, to whom I am 
indebted for generously placing the results of his 
private genealogical researches at my disposal. The 
pedigree shows the complete issue only for Samuel, 
and for Henry and George of Cambridge. 

2 William 'Lowesmore', a ' prosperous yeoman 
farmer, farmed 133 acres at Kerys Cott (present-day 

,= John LOOSEMORE 
. 	Organ builder 

bapt 25 Aug 1616, 
at Barnstaple 
d 18 April 1681, Exeter 
bur 20 April, Exeter Cathedral 

Joan 	 = John SHEARME 
bapt 18 Sep 1642, 	'organ maker' 
at Barnstaple 	Bapt 5 July 1653?, 
m 10 March 1675 	at ?Hartland 
at Heavitree, 	d 12 July 1686, 
Exeter 	 at Exeter (bur Exeter Cathedral) 

Kerscot) in Bishop's Nympton parish, as a tenant of 
the manor of Knowstone Beaupel. A survey of 1525 
states that 60 a. were arable and 65 a. were pasture. 
amd that the annual rent was 45s. 

3 In seven assessments made between 1544 and 1582, 
John's taxable goods were valued consistently at £11 
12s, and he remained one of the larger freehold 
tenant farmers in his parish for some 40 years. 



Table 2. Loosemore of Cambridge. 

\V 
Henry LOOSEMORE 4  = ELIZABETH BROOKE 
bapt 160549? ?bapt 13 Feb 1595 
at Bps Nympton? at St Botolph's, Cambridge 
Organist of King's m 17 Feb 1634 
College, 1627-70 at Chesterton, Cambridge 
bur 7 July 1670, bur 23 Aug 1660, 
at St Botolph's at St Botoiph's 
Cambridge 

' 	 Benjamin DONNE, of Anne . Elizabeth 
St Mary Strand, London, m bapt 27 March 1636 bapt 5 March 1640 
at Lincoln's Inn Chapel or at St Benedict's at St Benedict's 
Hornsey, Middx. Cambridge Cambridge 
(Licence dated 5 June 1660) bur 8 April 1640 

. at St Benedict's 

\L 
. George LOOSEMORE 5 	= Honorah 

b 12 September 1619 	 d 3 Feb 1692 
at Barnstaple 	 (will dated 22 Dec 1691) 
Organist of Jesus 
and Trinity Colleges 	 . 

. d?1682 	 . 	 . 	. 

I 	 I 
Samuel 	. 	 Samuel 

I 	 I 	I 
Honor 	 Wingfeild [sic] 	Ann I 

George6  
bapt 3 Dec 1649 	bapt 14 Dec 1652 bapt 20 Jan 1667 	 = 
at St Benedict's 	at St Benedict's at All Saints, 	 ?John RANT, 
bur 19 Aug 1651 	Adm. Chorister and Cambridge 	 of St Edward's, 
at St Benedict's 	matriculated at . 	Cambridge, 

Trinity, 1670 18 Feb 1706 

4 	Henry was probably born at Bishop's Nympton 5 	No trace of George's marriage has been found in 
sometime between 1604 and 1609, for in October • 	the surviving Cambridge parish registers or in 132 
1610 Ann, Samuel's first recorded child (not shown) others for the county. Shortly after 1652 he moved 
was baptized there. This gap, however, is not due to to All Saints parish (in which Trinity. College was 
any obvious deficiency in the parish register, which situated) where, in the Hearth Tax return of 1662, 
seems to have been properly kept at this time. he was assessed as a householder, on four hearths. 
Nothing is known of Samuel's whereabouts prior to Prior to 1652, he may have resided with Henry. 
Ann's baptism. Henry lived in St Benedict's parish, 6 	This George occurs only in the Cambs Militia list of 
c. 1625-40, and in St Botolph's after the Resto- January 679, where he is described as. 'ensign'. 
ration. 	 . 	 . 



\ 

CONTENTS 

Quakerism in Cambridge from the Act of Toleration to the End of the • 1 
Nineteenth Century (1689-1900) 

. 	 . 	

: 
LAUREL PHILLIPSON 

Archaeological Investigations in the Letchworth Area, 1958-1974: Blackhorse 35 
Road, Letchworth; Norton Road, Baldock; Wilbury Hill, Letchworth 

JOHN MOSS-ECCARDT 

The Wandlebury. Legend and Welsh Romance 	• 105 
. 	 . : 	

GLENYS GOETINCK 

Excavations in Great Chesterford Churchyard, Essex, 1986 	• 109 
. . 	 T.E. MILLER 

Excavations, on the Paddock, Ely 	 . . 119 
ANNE HOLTON-KRAYENBUHL 

Charlemagne and Two Demi-Virtues at Madingley 125 
' HILARY WAYMENT 

Alma Mater Cantabrigia: A Device in Print and Plaster 137 
SUZANNE M. EWARD 

George Loosemore at Trinity College, Cambridge, 1660-1682 145 
. 	 ' 	 . 

IAN PAYNE 

A Letter Relating to Thomas Baker's Cambridge University Collections 151 
. 	 . JAMES ALSOP 

Index 153 




