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Excavations in Cambridgeshire, 
1989 and 1990 

Alison Taylor 

Cambridgeshire County Council Archaeology Section 

The following excavations have been carried 
out by Cambridgeshire County Council 
Archaeology Section. 

Where Indicated with a footnote, a report on 
the site has been published and is available 
from the Archaeology Section, Shire Hall, 
Cambridge: 

Brampton prehistoric cropmarks 
TL20571 5 
Tim MaUm, for English Heritage 

Excavations in advance of the Al - M I link road 
to assess the archaeological potential of this 
scheduled monument succeeded In locating the 
cropmarks seen on air photographs. They were 
70 cm below the top of the ploughsoil and 
showed as yellow alluvium-filled features which 
had been cut into gravel. Pan-buster 
scourmarks could be seen even at this level. 
Parallel ditches 10 metres apart were traced to 
their in-curving butt ends. One contained a 
large posthole with some charcoal. Other 
features may be present in the 'entrance' area, 
to await excavation at a later date. No finds 
were found in the ditches but there is a 
background of Neolithic flintwork in the 
ploughsoll. Beaker barrows and an Iron Age 
settlement were excavated in the 1960s Just 
south of this field, and it is possible that the 
double ditches briefly examined this year are 
those of a cursus. 800 metres of the area were 
trenched and the only other features found 
were some Roman ditches further east. It is 
hoped English Heritage will fund further work 
to elucidate the site more fully before the road 
destroys this part of the scheduled monument. 

Great Wilbraham Roman villa' 
John Ette, for National Rivers Authority 

A trench stripped for construction of a water 
pipe-line cut through a site where Roman finds 
had been reported. Only 5 m wide, the trench 
contained two rectangular rooms. One had a 
rammed chalk floor and massive flint mortar 
foundations and the other had evidence for 
timber posts and wall slots. Near this building, 
a circular pit cut into a square shaped chalk 
platform containing an intact Roman altar, 
architectural fragments including the base of a 
column, and a mass of iron-work (so far 
unidentified). Tile, pottery, bone, a spoon and 
pewter plate were also recovered from the site. 

Linton Roman villa 2  
John Ette, for National Rivers Authority 

Excavation in advance of a water pipe-line 
uncovered an extensive range of Roman 
buildings, associated ditches and yard 
surfaces, about 50 met r'- s from a wealthy 
Roman villa excavated by R.C. Neville in 1846-
50. The walls had coursed flint rubble 
foundations. One building was subdivided into 
at least five small rooms. Pottery dated from 
2nd to 4th century AD. Elsewhere in the trench 
were a collapsed length of Roman walling, Iron 
Age pits and gulleys and field ditches of Belgic 
date. In places the buildings were buried by 1.5 
metres of colluvial hillwash and will be 

I 	National Grid Reference held by the County Sites and 
Monuments Record. 

2 National Grid Reference held by the County Sites and 
Monuments Record. 
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preserved intact, except where cut by a narrow 
trench to Insert the water pipe. 

Wimpole Roman roadside settlement 
TL33314885 
Wendy Horton & Gerry Watt, for 
Cambridgeshire County Council 

The proposal to replace two dangerous road 
junctions with a roundabout adjacent to the 
National Trust estate at Wimpole, 
Cambridgeshire, led to the excavation of a 
Roman settlement site. The settlement is a 
'ribbon' roadside site located along the 
important north— south Ermine Street Roman 
road, and the excavated area lies Just north of 
the intersection of Ermine Street with the A603, 
thought also to follow a Roman road. The 
excavated remains appear to form a series of 
ditched paddocks and fields orientated along 
Ermine Street. Two of the ditch enclosures 
contained cobbled surfaces interpreted as 
yards, but no direct traces of buildings were 
recovered, although the difficult conditions of 
the summer of 1989 rendered this site - 
located on clay - virtually impossible to 
excavate as thoroughly as desired. However, the 
recovery of bricks, roof tiles and animal bones, 
as well as large quantities of pottery, suggest 
that the Roman houses were probably on the 
extreme west side of the excavation, where they 
will have been largely destroyed by a post-
medieval field ditch. The animal bones suggest 
that cattle were kept for traction, whilst 
sheep/goat were reared for wool, before the 
older animals were slaughtered for meat. 
Horses formed an unexpectedly large part of 
the animal assemblage. Large quantities of 
both oysters and mussels were imported to the 
site. The pottery recovered is not surprisingly 
dominated by the relatively local pottery 
centres in the Nene Valley around Castor and 
at Jesus Lane, (Cambridge) and Horningsea, for 
both fine wares and coarse storage jar types. 
Other fine wares include Samian in limited 
amounts, much Colchester ware, and lesser 
quantities from Oxford kilns. 

Burial of a middle-aged Anglo-Saxon woman 
with penannular brooch, bronze wrist clasps 
and beads of glass and amber typical of the 6th 
century and two unaccompanied burials mark 
the final phase of the site. 

Cambridge, Kings Hedges Roman site 
TL457618 
John Ette, for Cambridgeshire County Council 

Nine hectares needed for Cambridge Regional 
College were trenched to determine whether 

Iron Age or Roman sites at Arbury and Arbury 
Camp extended to this area. Little was found, 
apart from a Roman cremation and six Roman 
vessels, all in one small area of ditch adjacent 
to the Roman Road. No traces of Kings Hedges 
camp were located. 

Barrington Anglo-Saxon Cemetery 1988 
TL 37464959 
Alison Taylor, for Cambridgeshire County 
Council 

Barrington Anglo-Saxon Cemetery 1989 
TL3 7464959 
Tim Malim, for English Heritage and 
Cambridgeshire County Council3  

Barrington Anglo-Saxon Cemetery 1990 
713 7464959 
Tim Malim, for English Heritage, 
Cambridgeshire County Council & South 
Cambridgeshire District Council Conservation 
Committee 

A further season's excavation took place in 
June—July 1990. 44 skeletons were examined, 
several of them already damaged by ploughing 
although a few were in deep-cut graves. Of great 
interest was the discovery of two 7th-century 
'bed burials' of women and their grave goods. 
The first was in a grave that was sufficiently 
deep to preserve iron fittings (cleats, eyelets 
and head-rails) of the bed. Grave-goods 
included an iron-bound bucket, the contents of 
a probable bag consisting of a bronze buckle, 
bone comb, glass bead and fossilized sea-
urchin, an iron 'latch-lifter' and a short sword 
or weaving baton. There may be other items in 
the 'bag' which will be excavated in the 
laboratory. 

The second bed-burial was less deeply 
buried and so had been more disturbed by 
ploughing but the iron-work that survived 
showed that the original bed had been very 
similar. The woman wore two delicate bronze 
buckles on her thighs, a ring of twisted silver on 
her right shoulder and a bronze pm on her left 
shoulder. 6th-century burials were 
accompanied by a total of 11 spears, five 
shields, assorted iron shield fittings, 12 
buckles, two pairs of wrist-clasps, 33 knives 
and one other latch-lifter. Five women wore 
necklaces of glass or amber beads, one of 
whom also had a pair of small-long and 

3 Report above, pages 45— 62. Archaeology Section report 
also available: Tim Malim, Barrington Anglo-Saxon 
Cemetery, 1989. 
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another a pair of penannular brooches. One 
unusual burial, probably of a young man, wore 
a tinned or silver-plated Kentish belt-suite and 
a disc brooch. Another, unusually for East 
Anglia, was a middle-aged woman with an 
early-7th-century gilt disc-brooch set with four 
cabochon and four key-stone garnets and four 
rectangles of blue glass. (This object is 
currently being conserved, and so its 
description may be altered subsequently.) 

The excavation also uncovered a late Iron 
Age double-ditched enclosure, with a wide outer 
ditch 1.5 m deep. Clear evidence for progressive 
plough damage necessitates further work on 
this site. 

Haddenham Anglo-Saxon burials 
TL46487547 
Simon Bray & Ben Robinson, for 
Cambridgeshire County Council4  

Emergency excavations took place when two 
burials were uncovered during site clearance In 
the village centre. One (male) was accompanied 
by a spear, knife, shield boss and buckle (iron) 
and tweezers (bronze), and the other (female) by 
27 amber, one glass and three 'silver in glass' 
beads, a square-headed small-long brooch and 
a bone spindle whorl. A larger area was cleared 
and fragments of nine skeletons were noted. 

Kings Ditch, Cambridge 
TL45085825 
Tim MaUm,, for Cambridgeshire County 
Council-5  

A possible site of Kings Ditch, on the proposed 
site of Holiday Inn, Downing Street, Cambridge, 
was trenched with negative results. 

Cambridge Castle Ditch 
TL44605925 
Tim Malim, for Cambridgeshire County Council 

The loan of a machine enabled us to trench the 
expected site of a ditch around Cambridge 
Castle, In advance of the new hostel buildings 
for Clare College. This gave a section at right 
angles to the ditch in two places, and showed 
that it was originally water-filled. The Norman 
ditch had been reused by Cromwell and all 
artifacts noted were post-medieval. 

'k Archaeology Section report available: Simon Bray & Ben 
Robinson, Haddenharn Anglo-Saxon burials. 

5 Archaeology Section report available: urn Malim, Kings 
Ditch 1989, Cambridge. 

Stretham Rectory, medieval stone building 
TL51127455 
Wendy Horton & Gavin thcas, for Ely Diocesan 
Board of Finance6  

An early- 12th-century building, 9 m x 11 with 
stone-faced walls 1 m thick and surviving  up to 
1 m high was excavated in the garden of 
Stretham rectory, adjacent to the churchyard. It 
was almost certainly an ecclesiastical 
enterprise, possibly a tower house, built to give 
suitable protection to the incumbent, who had 
been sent from Ely, at a time of Insecurity in the 
Fens. By the 14th century this building was 
replaced by a rectangular ashlar-faced 
parsonage, portions of which survive In the 
present (now redundant),rectory. Most of the 
pottery was Saxo-Norman. Almost all pottery 
was pre-13th century, with three Pagan Saxon 
sherds. 

St Neots Priory 
TL18156030 
Wendy Horton & Gerry Wait, for Anglian Water 
Authority 7  

Medieval burials and features were recorded 
within a sewer pipe. 

St Benets, Cambridge 
TL44865827 
Tim Malim, for St Benets Parochial Church 
Council 
A small area was excavated where a new 
kitchen was to be built. Unfortunately, there 
were no signs of Saxon work, although a 12th-
13th-century grave slab was found. The 
medieval wall between the churchyard and Free 
School Lane was located, and it was shown that 
the Victorians had removed about 150 cm of the 
churchyard during restoration work in the 
1850s, accounting for the present drop from 
street level. 

0  Archaeology Section report available: Gavin Lucas, 
Stretham Rectory. 

7 Report above, pages 63— 69. Archaeology Section report 
also available: Wendy Horton & Gerry Watt. St Neots 
Priory. 
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Melbourn churchyard 
TL38224484 
Wendy Horton, for Melboum Parochial Church 
Council8  

Trial trenches were excavated in advance of 
construction of a church extension. Modern 
burials but no medieval remains were noted. 

St. Mary the Less, Cambridge 
TL44865799 
Gavin Lucas, for St Mary the Less Parish 
Church Counci19  

Small trenches were hand dug In the 
churchyard in advance of a vestry extension. 
Saxo-Norman pottery was retrieved but 
Victorian 'make-up' extended 2 m depth and so 
was not pursued. 

Archaeology Section report available: Wendy 
Horton, Buckden Palace 1989. 

Developer-funded excavations 

Developer-funded excavations were carried out 
by consultant archaeologists at the following 
sites. Copies of most of their reports can be 
consulted at the Archaeology Office. 

Cambridge Archaeology Unit, do Department 
of Archaeology,, Downing Street, Cambridge 
Swavesey Castle 11359689: medieval castle 

and Iron Age pottery kiln. 
Cambridge Trinity Library '11447586: medieval 

town. 
Arbuiy Camp 11446616: Iron Age fort. 

Tempus Reparatum, 29 Beaumont Street 
Oxford 

St Neots (Huntingdon Road) TL19056148: 
prehistoric cropmarks. 

Waterbeach (Denny) Th5069: prehistoric and 
: Roman cropmarks. 
Swafiham Bulbeck/Bottisham (Hare Park) 

115859: prehistoric landscape assessment. 
Godmanchester (Trucker's Rest) TL2570: 

Roman farmstead. 
Fenstanton T1,309625: prehistoric cropmarks. 

Archaeology Section report available: Wendy Horton, 
Metboum churchyard. 
Archaeology Section report available: Gavin Lucas, St 
Mary the Less, Cambridge. 

Fenlarid Archaeological Trust, do Flag Fen 
Excavations, Fourth Drove, Peterborough 
Fengate Th219990: prehistoric causeway and 

ritual site. 
Haddon 'M139942: Roman buildings and field 

system. 
Elton T1,085927: Neolithic and Bronze Age 

structures, field systems and burials and 
Iron Age and Roman field systems. 

Guyhirn TF'40140410: Roman field systems. 
Upton TL107991: Neolithic enclosure. 

Central Excavation Unit, Fortress House, 23 
Savile Row, London Wi. 

Godmanchester (Rectory Farm) Th257709: 
Roman villa and cremation cemetery, 
Neolithic monument. 

Continuing English Heritage funded work 
English Heritage have funded continuing work 
at Flag Fen, Peterborough. 
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