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Gazetteer of Hundred and Wapentake Meeting- 
Places of the Cambridge Region' 	, 

Audrey L. Meaney 

Like many, gazetteers, this one was created 
as a tool, rather than in Its own right. I 
wished to write a paper in honour of John 
Dodgson, an old friend and renowned place-
name scholar (whose untimely death took 
place at the beginning of 1990), and decided 
to examine the characteristics of Hundred 
meeting-places in the region around Cam-
bridge, where I had made my home after 
returning to England from Australia. That 
the area discussed included parts of all the 
surrounding counties is due in the main 
merely to the attempt to include everything 
within the bounds of a rectangular map, 
whose size was a matter of joint decision 
with Cambridgeshire archaeologists work-
ing on different aspects of the same area. 
However, it has had the advantage that it 
extends all around the Fens and includes 
some northerly and southerly areas which 
differ from modern Cambridgeshire in their 
topography and distribution of population. 

As the work progressed it entailed con-
siderable detective work (in County Record 
Offices and the Cambridge University Li-
brary Map Room) on the sites whose names 
have been lost from the modern map, until 
the Gazetteer, at first devised as an Appendix, 
became too long to be included in its en-
tirety with the discussion,' yet there was a 
great deal which appeared to be of local interest. 
I must emphasise, however, that local his-
torians are likely to know much more about 
any individual site than I have been able 
to discover from Cambridge, and I would 
welcome any correspondence. In a few cases, 

To be published in a memorial volume for John 
McN. Dodgson, edited by A.R. Rumble and A.D. 
Mills (1994). 

too, it may be that a re-examination of the 
medieval evidence for place-names will settle 
some of the problems I have had to leave 
unresolved. 

Summary of General Conclusions about 
Types of Hundred Meeting-Places in 
the Cambridge Region 

My research has not been directly concerned 
with the Hundred organisation; for exam-
pie, it is regarded as immaterial to this en-
quiry whether the unit was a Hundred, a 
Half-Hundred, a Hundred and a half, or a 
double Hundred. Suffice it to say here that 
as a network the organisation gives an im-
pression of very tight government control, 
and cannot be much older than the mid-
tenth century, when it is first mentioned 
in the laws. Some of the Hundred names 
are from Danish, and must be later than 
the Viking settlements. Moreover, the net-
work seems designed to suit a distribution 
of population not vastly different from that 
in Domesday Book, where its details are first 
revealed (Map 1). The meeting-places seem 
to have been chosen for ease of communi-
cation, and are usually sited along Roman 
roads (Map 2). 

Some of the Hundreds are named from 
their chief manor at the time of Domesday 
(e.g. CHEVELEY), and presumably their 
meetings took place within the settlements. 
Some are named from their districts (e.g. 
NESS), and their assembly sites are frequently 
unknown. However, many Hundreds were 
named from places which never became set-
tlements, and which surely must have been 
the original assembly sites. It is even pos-
sible that some of these might already have 

Proceedings of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society LXXXII pp. 67-92. 
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Hundred and Wapentake Meeting-Places of the Cambridge Region 

been used as meeting-places before they were 
Incorporated into the Hundred network, for 
example where the Hundreds appear to be 
named from Anglo-Saxon tribes or social groups 
(e.g. BRAUGHING and HURSTINGSTONE), 
or from heathen sanctuary sites, e.g. 
THUNDERLOW and WENSLOW. 

I have divided the countryside sites in 
the Cambridge region into three types. I regard 
as primary meeting-places those where people 
would have encountered each other in the 
course of their journeys, usually at some 
kind of bottleneck (such as where the Icknield 
Way crossed the Fleam Dyke; see FLENDISH), 
or at crossroads such as NORMANCROSS, 
which later became formalised as assem-
bly sites. In the Cambridge region these are 
most often at fords, such as ARMINGFORD 
and UTFLESFORD, not so often at bridges 
such as FREEBRIDGE. 

Secondary meeting-places I consider to 
be those named after natural landmarks. 
Sometimes the landmark was a valley, e.g. 
STODDEN, or a grove, e.g. WETHERLEY and 
TOSELAND. Sometimes it was a tree (e.g. 
WIXAMTREE), or a spring or a stretch of 
water (e.g. BROADWATER). More often it was 
a stone, such as the LEIGHTONSTONE; which 
was sometimes shaped into a cross, (e.g. 
the ELLOE stone, and NORMANCROSS), or 
a cross-base (e.g. the HURSTINGSTONE). 

Tertiary meeting-places are those where 
the landmarks were man-made, specifically 
to mark the site or to play a part in the 
ceremony, such as the pillar which evidently 
marked the site for STAPLOE Hundred. At 
CLACKLOSE there seems to have been some 
sort of rough building, perhaps a shelter 
for the judges, and at ODSEY there might 
have been a hail. Eventually all outdoor meet-
ings were to give way to indoor gatherings 
in settlements, though it sometimes took 
several hundred years. 

The most popular and typical kind of 
meeting-place, the mound, might be either 
secondary or tertiary, depending on whether 
it was a re-used burial barrow, or purpose-
built. A mound is an archetypal assembly 
point, because it gives good opportunities 
for announcements, for speech-making, and 
for impressing inferiors. He who has con-
trol of a mound needs no soapbox. Several 
Hundred names In the Cambridge region are 
compounded with Old English hläw: e.g. 
THUNDERLOW and WENSLOW (already 
mentioned), BELTISLOE and THRIPLOW. It 
is difficult to tell If the last-named Hun- 

dred met at a large Bronze Age barrow, or 
at the settlement named from it. Another 
Hundred, BABERGH, has the second ele-
ment in OE beorg, and the site is identi-
fied with the ploughed-out ring-ditch of a 
BA barrow. The mounds, then, cannot al-
ways have taken their names from the persons 
buried in them; but perhaps were named 
from early Anglo-Saxon landowners for whom 
they were boundary-markers, or from offi-
cials who used them as judgement seats. 

Other Hundreds have the Old Norse haugr: 
e.g. GRIMSHOE, SOUTH GREENHOE and 
THINGOE, and indeed, the popularity of 
mounds as meeting-place sites seems to have 
increased as time went on. In the early thir-
teenth century Speleburwe, 'speech-barrow' 
is found for Sperberry Hill in HITCHIN, and 
from later in the century there are refer-
ences to several local Mutlows (from OE 
*(ge ) mot.hlaw  'assembly mound"). In 
ARMINGFORD there was a Roman burial in 
Mettle Hill (Meldreth), and near UYFLESFORD 
was a Mutlow containing seventh-century 
Anglo-Saxon warrior -burials. Some Mutlows 
seem to have served in the later Middle Ages 
as meeting-places for more than one Hun-
dred: one for FLENDISH, RADFIELD and 
STAINE Hundreds, another for THRIPLOW 
and WHI1TLESFORD; and my impression 
is that they were not usually the original 
meeting-place for the Hundred. 

In this Gazetteer it has been considered 
most important to establish (as far as pos-
sible) the site of the meeting place, and to 
supply a National Grid reference (the sites 
are not normally productive of any kind of 
archaeological artefacts). The full range of 
early spellings has therefore not been cited, 
but page references are given to Anderson's 
Hundred Names and to the relevant Eng-
lish Place-Name Society (hereafter EPNS) vol-
umes. If the early forms present no diffi-
culties to the place-name experts (of which 
I am not one) often only one form (usually 
from Domesday Book) will be cited; if that 
is not clear, or there are serious discrep-
ancies, then enough forms are cited to show 
the range. - 

I have attempted to visit the sites of the 
countryside meeting-places, if they are known, 
and have found that they tend to have similar 
characteristics: they are often on parish 
boundaries, and with wide views, and (un-
less they are at fords), on the sides of hills 
or on the top of low hills. The Anglo-Saxons 
certainly had a feel for the land. 
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References to the Individual Sites as 
Hundred Meeting-places 
are (for the sake of clarity) listed after 
the heading; references to other dis-
cussions (concerning e. g. archaeology 
and place-names) are put in footnotes 
to the text. 

Abbreviations 

Names of counties 
are abbreviated in such a way as to be 
transparent. 

Publications 
are abbreviated to author's name and 
date (see References). 

Other abbreviations 
are signalled by bold printing of ini-
tials (e.g. Domesday Book, afterwards 
DB) or other short form (e.g. genitive). 

ARMINGFORD Cambs TL333/485 

Helen Cam, The Hundred and the Hundred 
Rolls (London 1930) p.172; Anderson I (1934) 
pp. 103-4; Reaney(1943) pp. 50-1,69-70; Victoria 
County History (hereafter VCH) Cambs VIII 
(London 1982) p.1; Thorn (1990) p.26 n.2. 

ErningafordAD 970; Erningford 1086 DB; 
OE Earn(a), personal name (related to the 
OE word for an eagle?) + -inga- (genitive 
case), 'people of + ford, 'ford'. 

Apparently where Ermine Street crosses 
the Cam 1,2  just south of the junction with 
the Roman road to Cambridge and a Ro-
man roadside settlement (at TL333/488) where 
there were at least three burials of the pa-
gan Anglo-Saxon period, including a sixth-
century woman with grave-goods. 3  The ford, 
where Arrington Bridge now stands, is at 
the junction of Arrington, Wimpole, Wendy 
and Waddon parishes (the first two in 
WETHERLEY Hundred, the last two in 
Armingford). The Earning as probably occupied 
a considerable area, since they also gave 
their name to Ermine Street (Earninga street 
955, ManuScript C. 12 00)4  and to Arrington 
(at Earnningtone c. 950, 14th cent. MS; 
Arrington was occasionally referred to as 
(e.g.) Arningaford 963, 14th cent. MS. Their 
ford is now just outside the Hundred to which 

Anderson I (1934) pp. 103-4, citing Lysons 11 (1808) 
p.46. 
Proceedings of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society 
(hereafter PCambsAS) 79 (1990) p.94; Cambs SMR 
nos 08384 and 08384A. 
Mawer (1926) pp.2-4.  

it gave its name, and may well have origi-
nally marked the boundary of their terri-
tory. Gelling lists eight major names in 
-ford with -inga- compounds; the name type 
belongs to the early post-pagan period. 5  

The present Arrington Bridge was built 
in 1950. Just upstream of it is a small weir 
which will have altered the topography of 
the river; however, it looks small enough 
to have been forded at many points and there-
fore occasioned no deviation to the road. 
Yet in 1 662 'in the time of great frost and 
high waters', when the bridge was broken, 
the stream crossing was reported to be dan-
gerous for 'small cattle' 6  

Thorn suggested that another ford, where 
Ermine Street crossed a tributary of the Cam 
near Kneesworth, would have been a more 
central meeting place for the Hundred. How-
ever, a meeting-place on the edge of  Hundred 
is not unusual, and there is no indication 
that the Kneesworth ford was ever called 
Armingford. 

In Bassingbourn there was a (lost) 
Mootelowfurlong, and in Meldreth there is 
Mettle Hill (Motloweyhit 1319, 'assembly hill' 
[or 'hill on the way to the assembly mound?"] 
which Reaney considered to have been the 
Hundred meeting-place; if so, it might only 
gradually have taken over from the Armingford, 
since Cam stated that the Hundred met at 
the ford in the thirteenth century; I have 
not been able to find the precise source for 
her statement. 

Mettle Hill is now marked on Ordnance 
Survey maps at TL365/457, on the approach 
to Meidreth from the west (that is, from Ermine 
Street). There is a noticeable rise in the road 
here, and a wide view to the west. R.C. Neville 
reported in 1856 on a discovery made about 
40 years earlier in 'lowering a hillock ...  
not an artificial tumulus but apparently a 
natural eminence' at 'Metal Hill'. There was 
a 'square leaden coffin' and in it were 'five 
Roman unguentaria, . . . a bronze armlet, 
a bone pin, and a small brass coin of 
Cunobelin'. It seems probable, therefore, that 
this was a Roman barrow, disturbed In digging 
the chalk pit marked on this spot. 7  

AVELAND Lincs TF067/296 

W. Marrat, History of Lincolnshire 5 vols (I- 
IV, VI; Boston 1816) III p. 122; Streatfeild 
(1884) p.249; LinCS Notes and Queries (hereafter 

Gelling (1984) pp.69-70. 
VCH Cambs II (1948) p. 86 . 
ArchaeJ26 (1856) p.291. 
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-rr.L 	Roman drainage dykes 

Map 2. Hundred meeting-places and Roman roads in the Cambridge region. 
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Lincs N&Q) 19 (1928) p.62 (P.B.G. Binnall), 
pp.79-80 (A.Welby); 22 (1934) pp.66-9 (W.A. 
Cragg); Anderson I (1934) pp.60-1; Lincs 
Sites and Monuments Records no. 33734. 

Avelunt 1086 Lincs DB, Old Danish Ave, 
persn (gen), + ON lundr 'small wood'. Ave 
also probably gave his name to the village of 
Avethorpe, now lost but evidently close by. 

Marrat said: 

About a mile west of Aslackby, in a 
field, is a moated parallelogram, 100 yards 
long by 50 broad, with bushes growing 
round it - it is called Aveland, and tra-
dition says that it gave name to the Hun-
dred. The Sessions for the Hundred were 
held here, and when the buildings were 
down, the court was opened under an old 
oak tree, which grew near the place. Ves-
tiges of foundations are now to be seen, 
large enough for a Sessions house. This 
is in the middle of the field, upon a hill. 

According to W.A. Cragg, Bishop Wake said 
in 1 708 that the oak had been "prodigious', 
and had been cut down within living memory. 

A manuscript map of 1746 shows a pas-
ture field, with a few moderately-sized trees 
dotted about, labelled as The Avelands, with 
the hedged enclosure running almost due 
north-south in the centre of it. 8  Early nine-
teenth-century maps of Lincolnshire 9  also 
show a rectangular site called Aveland, about 
one -and-a-half kilometres east of the 
Wapentake boundary, but centrally placed 
for most of the DB population. 

The Rev. C.W. Foster told Anderson that 
until about 1 780 'the Sessions opened there 
and were then adjourned to the market town 
of Folkingham'. W.A. Cragg reported in 1934 
that the site was much the same as John 
Cragg had described in a manuscript in 1790: 
the moat and traces of buildings were still 
to be seen. 

The reports of a building are puzzling, 
as open-air meetings were usually the norm 
on countryside sites, and it is difficult to 
imagine a movement from meeting in a 'Ses-
sions House' to gathering under a tree. Un-
fortunately the whole site has now been 
ploughed out, without any archaeological 
investigation. 

W.A. Cragg also remarked that from this 

Map of Mr John Carter's Farm on p. 2 of a Book 
of Maps of Part of the Lordship ofAslackby belonging 
to his Grace the Duke ofAncaster, drawn by J. 
Grundy In 1 746 (now In the possession of Lincs 
Archives, ref. 3 ANC 4/0). I owe this reference to 
Nigel Colley of the Lincolnshire Archives. 
A. Bryant (1828) and C. and J. Greenwood (1830). 

site there was 'a wonderful view of the 20 
miles of Fen country right down to the sea, 
and well placed for seeing the beacon fires 
which raised the country'. From the north-
eastern corner of the enclosure a line of trees 
across the open field marked a track to the 
'now metalled road from Aslackby to Keisby', 
which gave access to the site. This road was 
evidently cut by a wartime airfield, and is 
no longer open. 

Nothing is now visible on the ground. The 
field is currently under plough, and there 
are no oak trees nearby, though there is a 
solitary ash in the field hedge. However, local 
people are still able to point out the site, 
and the wide view is still visible. 

BABERGH Sfk ? TL904/444 

Anderson I (1934) pp.93-4; Lawson (1981) 
pp.5,18; Louise Kenyon, Great Waldingfield: 
theBahergh Village (Sudbury 1986) pp. 2-3,6,8; 
Sik SMR no. 05769, parish no. WGF 007. 

Babenberga 1086 DB, OE Babba, persn 
(gen, -n) + be(o)rg 'mound'. 

Babergh Heath Farm (TL898/444), Babergh 
Hall (TL903/445) and Babergh Place (TL907/ 
442) are so named on OS maps, between 
Great Waldingfield and Acton, while Babergh 
Heath appears to have been just to the west 
of Great Waldingfield village. Several Bronze 
Age ring-ditches of ploughed-out mounds 
are known in Great Waldingfield parish; Lawson 
and Kenyon associated the name Babergh 
with the ring-ditch close to Babergh Hall 
at TL904/444 (clearly visible on the air pho-
tograph in SMR), probably only because this 
is the only ring-ditch known in the area of 
the still extant Babergh names. It would have 
been reasonably central to the Hundred. 

BARFORD Beds TL134/516 

Mawer (1926) pp.50-2; Anderson III (1941) 
pp. 18-19; J. Godber, History. of Bedfordshire 
1066-1888 (Bedfordshire 1969) p. 12 and n.34. 

Bereforde 1086 DB; OE bere, 'barley', 
probably in the sense 'cereal crop, corn' + 
OE ford. The same name is found in Nfk, 
Nthants, Oxon, Wilts and North Yorks 
(Barforth), and may mean 'ford over which 
a good load of corn may be '° 

Either the Hundred Is named from the 
village of Great Barford, or, more probably, 
the ford where Barford Bridge now stands 
gave its name to both Hundred and village. 

10 	Gelling (1984) p.71. 
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The Great Ouse is a considerable river as 
it flows through Great Barford; the bridge 
is a long, narrow, basically medieval con-
struction, with many piers. The ford it re-
placed must also have been a major river 
crossing, and it lies on a Roman road. 

Godber suggested the meeting-place might 
have been in a field (site not given) where 
a stone cross was recorded in 1472, the base 
of which was perhaps later moved into the 
village. Though near the eastern edge of the 
Hundred, a meeting-place in or near the village 
would have been reasonably central for the 
DB population. 

BELTISLOE Lincs TF000/250 

Anderson I (1934) p. 91 . 
Belteslau 1086 L1DB; possibly OE Belt persn 

(gen, -es) + OE hlãw 'mound'. 
The site is unknown, but in the thirteenth 

century the Hundred court was held at Corby 
(TF000/250). 

BIGGLESWADE Beds TL186/452 

VCHBedS II (London 1908) p.201; Mawer (1926) 
pp. 1OO-1; Anderson III (194 1) pp. 19-20. 

Bicheleswade 1086 DB; OE *Biccelpersn  
(gen -es; not in independent use in OE, but 
a diminutive of OE Bicca and cognate with 
OG Bikilo) + OE gewad, 'ford'. Gelling com-
mented that in most of England (except perhaps 
the SW) gewd went out of use early, 'be-
ing superseded by the ubiquitous ford." 
Altogether, Biggleswade appears to be a very 
early name. 

However, it is not obvious from the map 
where Biccel's ford on the River Ivel may 
have been; perhaps near the church (which 
stands at the southern end of the original 
settlement at Shortmead Street, formerly 
the Al) at TL187/444 or on the road to Old 
Warden at TL186/452. According to VCH 
the Hundred court met at Biggleswade, and 
therefore the name may refer to the settle-
ment rather than to a rural meeting place. 
Though near the western edge of the Hun-
dred, it would have been reasonably cen-
tral if the Half-Hundred of Wenslow were 
included. 

It was not possible to assess the state of 
the ford near the church; the road cross-
ing is a busy one, linking to the Al. The 
river is still an effective barrier, but does 
not carry traffic. 

11 	Ibid.p.83.  

BRAUGHING Herts TL?391/243 

Anderson III (1941) pp.32-3; Gover (1938) p.189. 
Brachinges 1 086 DB; OE Breah(h)a persn 

+ ingas, 'belonging to the people of Breahha'. 
Named from the tribal district, or from 

the settlement, Breahingas 825-8 (17th). Gover 
et at. conjectured (without citing any evi-
dence) that the meeting-place may originally 
have been at Ford Bridge on the River Rib 
(TL390/247), north of the Roman town, west 
of the prehistoric enclosure, and south of 
Braughing township; there is also still a ford 
crossing the Quinn (a tributary of the Rib) 
in the township, at TL394/250. 

In the fourteenth century the sheriffs tourn 
was held at Puckeridge; no site is Indicated. 
Both townships are in the north of the Hundred 
and not at all central to it. 

BROADWATER Herts TL246/221 
(crossroad) 

Anderson III (1941) pp.27-8; Gover (1938) 
pp. 117,130. 

Bradewatre 1086 DB, OE brad, 'broad' + 
water, 'stream! river, 2 

Anderson describes the site thus: 

The hundred-name is preserved in the 
name of the hamlet of BROADWATER ... 
at the cross-road 2 m. south of Stevenage, 
where the road from Hertford Joins the 
main London road. This Is on the bound-' 
ary between Knebworth and Shephall 
par[ishe]s, roughly in the centre of the hun-
dred. A stream which runs past the place 
forms a pond just north of the Roebuck 
Inn, and the pond seems formerly to have 
extended along the Hertford road, form-
ing a lakelet. . . In 1390 the sherriff's 
tourn was held here, at BradwaterAsshe, 
clearly an ash-tree, which marked the spot 
where the hundred court was held. 

Unfortunately, the post-war expansion of 
Stevenage has made the topography virtu-
ally unrecognisable, and even on the first 
edition of the OS 25-inch map (1898) the 
'lakelet' north of the Roebuck Inn Is not pre-
cisely identifiable. The site would have been 
reasonably central. 

BROTHERCROSS AND GALLOW Nfk 
Area TL880/300 (Dunton) 

The joint area of these two Hundreds re-
mained constant, but distribution between 
the two changed after DB. 

12 	Smith 11 (1956) p.238. 
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Parkin in Blomefield (1805-9) VII p.2; 
Anderson I (1934) pp.66-7; Lawson (1981) 
pp.4,10,15. 

Brodercros 1086 DB; ODan Brother, persn 
(gen), + ON kross, 'cross'. 

Parkin suggested that the Hundred 'seemed 
to take its name from a cross placed at the 
ford or pass over the river at Burnham' (not 
far from the north Norfolk coast, and out 
of our area) but cited no evidence. 

Galgou, Galhou 1086 DB; OE gealga or 
ON galgi, gen. 'gallows' + OE höh 'spur of 
land' or ON haugr 'mound'. Site unknown, 
but Parkin cited the 'land called Galehow 
or Galehoges' (1312-3) in 'Dunton Field' (which 
would, however, have been in Brothercross 
Hundred in DB) which he thought might have 
given its name to the Hundred. 

The Norfolk Record Office has listed a number 
of meeting-places for the view of frankpledge 
within Gallow Hundred, which, it seems, 
perambulated; there does not seem to be a 
record of the site of the Hundred Court. 

CAMBRIDGE Cambs Area TL451/585 

Reaney (1943) pp.36-8; Thorn (1990) p.26. 
Grantanbrycge c. 925 AS Chronicle; 

Grentebrige 1086 DB; OE Granta, river name 
+ OE brycg, 'bridge'. 

There are no clues as to the exact meet-
ing place in the town. In the later medieval 
period, Cambridge ceased to be regarded as 
a Hundred; the town continued as a borough. 

CHESTERTON Cambs TL446/592? 

Anderson I (1934) p.106; Reaney (1943) p.147. 
Cestretone 1086 DB; OE ceaster, 'Roman 
town' + OE tUn, 'enclosure, farmstead'. 

Named from the village north of Cambridge, 
on the other side of the River Cam; Chesterton 
itself named from the Roman town on Cas-
tle Hill (in Chesterton parish though the centre 
of the village is some distance away to the 
east). There are no clues to the meeting 
place; the top of Castle Hill, beneath the 
Norman motte, where the Shire met, would 
be typical. 

CHEVELEY Cambs TL684/608 (church) 

Anderson I (1934) p.99; Reaney (1943) 
pp. 123,125. 

Chauelai 1086 DB; OE ceaf, 'chaff per-
haps in the sense 'rubbish, fallen twigs' + 
OE lëah, 'wood'. 

The Hundred is named from the manor  

'where its meeting place may have been', 
but which only became the royal vill in 1022, 
by exchange with Woodditton. 13  There are 
no clues as to the site of the meeting-place. 

CHILFORD Cambs TL558/470 

W.M. Palmer, The Antiquities of Linton (Cam-
bridge 1913) p.2; Anderson I (1934) pp. 101-
2; Reaney (1943) pp. 99,110. 

Cildeford 1086 DB; OE cud (gen p1 -(r)a), 
+ OE ford. The meaning of cud here is am-
biguous. The name could mean 'children's 
ford' with the implication that it was shal-
low enough for even a child to use safely, 
or be a place where children habitually played. 
Smith argued that the frequent appearance 
of cud in the genitive plural In place-names 
implies some kind of communal possession, 
perhaps by younger sons of land taken out 
of an estate. 14  This, coupled with Gelling's 
argument that -ford has a quasi -habitative 
sense, 15  could give the meaning 'settlement 
near a ford held by younger sons'. However, 
this meaning does not seem to fit Hundred 
meeting-place names (see ARMINGFORD, 
supra), and Chilford does not seem to have 
been a habitation until modern times. 

In the eleventh century, cud was used 
as a title of honour, and a third possible 
meaning, if the name were late, would be 
'ford used by young noblemen' - perhaps 
on their way to the Hundred meeting. My 
preference would be for one of the options 
involving young children. 

The northwestern open field of Linton was 
called Chilfords, but this (like the present 
use of the name for Chilford Hall and Lit-
tle Chilfords) appears to be a later displace-
ment: there are no watercourses In this area. 
Palmer cited an entry In the Hundred Roll 
for 1279, where it appears that the ford where 
Stanton's Lane crosses the river was known 
as Chilford, and 'taking into consideration 
the number of paths which converge on 
IWestropej meadow, It has been suggested 
that this was the Moot Meadow, the meet-
ing place of the Hundred of Chilford'. The 
meadow, on the boundary between Great and 
Little Linton, was common pasture; after the 
Enclosure Act of 1840 It was divided by a 
hedge and part awarded to the parish as a 
recreation ground. There Is a footbridge across 
the stream at about the right position; the 

13 VCH Cambs, forthcoming; C. Lewis, personal 
communication), 

14 	Smith (1956) I p.94. 
15 	Gelling (1984) p.72. 
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present sides of the stream are steep but 
not high; and there are several places where 
a bank of stones makes it fordable. How-
ever, the topography has probably been al-
tered with small weirs. Though not far from 
the southern boundary of the Hundred (and 
the shire), Chilford would have been cen-
tral to it. 

CLACKLOSE Nfk TP672/063 

Parkin in Blomefield (1805-8) VII pp.268-
9; Anderson I (1934) pp.74-5; Lawson (1981) 
pp. 5,13; Nfk SMR no. 4341, Ancient Monument 
no. 158. 

Clacheslosa 1086 DB; OE Clacc persn (gen 
-es) or ODanish Klakki persn (gen -s) + OE 
hlöse, 'shed, shelter, pigsty'. 

Parkin says that in the late thirteenth 
century the Hundred court and sheriffs tourn 
was held at 'Clackclose-hiU on the common 
of Stradset'. The OS (1930 edition) marks 
'The Mound' (scheduled as a barrow) east 
of Stradsett Park, and about 300 yards from 
the Fincham boundary, at TF6728/0630. 
According to the SMR, the Rev. J.F. Williams 
stated in 1922 (on what authority is not 
given) that this was the 'moot hill' of Clacklose 
Hundred. In 1935 it was recorded as about 
20 yards (18.3 m.) diameter, and about 8 
feet (2.4 m.) high, nearly flat on top but 
slightly concave, and covered by trees. There 
was a large pit to the north which might 
have provided the material. Its condition 
was unchanged in 1983 (SMR), but by 1986 
(date of OS Landranger map 143) the piece 
of woodland had disappeared; and in 1992 
the whole area was under cultivation, and 
there were only minimal signs of a mound. 
SMR commented that it was 'not at all con-
vincing . as a barrow' , and this raises the 
possibility that it may have been a custom-
built moot-mound. It would have been fairly 
central for the DB population, though not 
the area, of the Hundred. 

CLIFTON Beds TL165/392 (church) 

Mawer (1926) pp. 165,169-70; Anderson III 
(1941) pp.24-5. 

Clifton 1086 DB; OE clif, 'slope' + tun, 
'enclosure, 	 16 

Presumably the meeting-place was in or 
near the village, but there do not seem to 
be any clues as to the exact site. Clifton 
lies between the River Ivel and its major 
tributary, the Flitt, and on a Roman road. 

16 	Ibid. p.133.  

It would have been near the northern boundary 
of the Hundred, but fairly central to it. 

DUNMOW Esx TL?626/218 

Reaney (1935) pp.470,474-5; Anderson III 
(1941) pp.37-8. 

Dommawa 1086 DB; OE dun, 'hill' + OE 
mäwe, 'meadow', singular or plural. The 
Hundred takes its name from the DB es-
tate of Dunmow. 

Stane Street (running east-west) and other 
Roman roads from the north and southwest 
met 'on the elevated spot on the S side of 
the modern town' where there may have been 
a small Roman urban centre. 17  Wright de-
scribed the town as 'on a gravelly hill of 
considerable height, in a healthy and pleasant 
part of the '18 The actual meeting-
place is not identifiable, but a site on this 
'elevated spot' would have been typical. 
Anywhere in Dunmow would have been fairly 
central to the Hundred. 

EDWINSTREE Herts Area TL437/287 

Gover (1938) p. 168-9 9  180; Anderson Ill (1941) 
p. 33; VCH Herts IV (London 1914) p.3. 

Edwinestreu 1 086 DB; OE Eadwine persn 
(gen -s) + OE trëo(w), 'tree'. Gelling discussed 
'tree' names in some detail; it is a common 
element in Hundred names. 19  

There appear to be two possibilities as 
to where Edwinstree Hundred met. In 1278 
there is mention of a meeting at Edwynestre 
- and of a boscum de Edwynesbrugge 
(-'bridge') probably nearby - in the parish 
of either Brent or Furneux Pelham (VCI-1). 
According to Gover, there was a field in Furneux 
Pelham 'still known as' Meeting Field near 
the River Ash, just north of a bridge over 
it. The field is not named on large-scale OS 
maps, or on any maps (e.g. enclosure and 
tithe) of Furneux Pelham in the Herts Record 
Office. In the time of Henry VI the Hundred 
was called Eddiford, which Gover suggests 
'probably refers to the ford on the Ash in 
Violets Lane just to the north of Meeting 
Field'. OS maps mark a ford fitting this 
description at TL4375/2870, and therefore 
the meeting may have been in this area. 

However, there is also Mutfords in Little 
Hormead to the west (11400/283). The name 
Mutfords is not evidenced before the four-
teenth century, but may be for OE môt, 

17 	VCH III (London 1963) p.125. 
18 	T. Wright, Essex II (1835) p.21  1. 
19 	Gelling (1984) pp.21  1-22. 
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'meeting' + ford. Both sites would have been 
reasonably central to the Hundred. 

EIJLOE Lincs TF315/248 (modern site 
of the stone) 

W. Stukeley, Itinerarium Curiosum (London 
1724) p.22; Lincs N&Q 1 (1889) p.141-4; 
Anderson I (1934) pp.62-3; David Stocker, 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments, Archae-
ology Division (personal communication). 

EUeho 1086 DB; OE Ella persn (gen -n) + 
hôh, 'spur of land'. The name is preserved 
by the Elloe stone (recorded by that name 
from 1491), which Is a late tenth- to early 
eleventh-century cross of the south Kesteven 
Group, ornamented with interlace (a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument, County Number 52). The 
unusual degree of weathering, especially on 
the southern side, suggests that it has stood 
upright out of doors for a long time, in the 
current orientation. It has dowl holes in the 
top surface, and was therefore thought im-
portant enough for an ancient repair, but 
now consists only of the head portion, with 
a length of tapered shaft. Such crosses were 
mostly funerary, but the next most com-
mon usage was as boundary markers. 'The 
EIloe stone is the only clear-cut surviving in 
situ example' of a cross as the marker for a 
meeting-place - yet this is not strictly true. 

Stukeley described its site in 1724 as 
between the parishes ofWhaplode and Moulton: 

[un a green lane northwards stands a 
little stone call'd Elhostorte, whence the 
name of this hundred is deriv'd. It is about 
the middle thereof, and was formerly the 
main road across the country now call'd 
Old Spalding Gate. Old men tell us here 
was kept in antlent times an annual court, 
I suppose a convention sub dio of the ad-
jacent parts to treat of their general af-
fairs; a wood hard by is call'd Elhostone 
wood. 

In 1747, it was recorded in more detail in 
the Spalding Gentlemen's Society's Minutes 20  
that the cross had stood in a quadrivium - 
an enclosure about 50 ft (c. 15.25 m.) square, 
now disappeared. The road 'to the left hand 
towards Whaplode from Moulton stocks was 
called Elloe-stone-Lane' . The cross remained 
in situ after 'the green lane in whose broad 
course [it] had stood fell victim to agricul-
tural encroachment', in a 'garden' said to 
have lain 25 ft (7.5 m.) from the new road 

20 	Spalding Gentlemen's Society's minutes (1747) 
Vol.4,123, not seen.  

edge. However, between 1850 and 1889, 'when 
the "garden" in turn was engrossed into the 
surrounding field' it was moved into the hedge 
'on the south side of the minor road from 
Moulton village to Cackle Hill in Holbeach 
parish, at the boundary between Moulton 
and Whaplode parishes'. This road is la-
belled Spalding Gate on the earliest OS map 
to mark the Elloe stone, the 25-inch, sur-
veyed in 1886. 

In 1911 the fragmentary cross was mounted 
in a modern base with an identifying in-
scription, but (except when moved, for ex-
ample for cleaning) it has remained on the 
late nineteenth-century site ever since. H.E. 
Hallam stated 'the inhabitants are loth to 
go too near to the stone on winter nights, 
for they say it is haunted by spirits 121  (compare 
HURSTINGSTONE). Both the original site and 
the modern one would have been reasonably 
central for the DB population of the Hundred. 

ELY (two Hundreds) Cambs TL505/787 
(Witchford crossroads) 

Anderson I (1934) pp. 107-8; Reaney (1943) 
p.213. 

Ely 1086 DB, Elge c. 730 Bede; OE ël, 
'eel' + *ge, 'district'. 

The two Domesday Hundreds met apud 
Wiceforde, OE wice, 'wych elm(s)' + ford. 
Witchford village Is on the main road Into 
the Isle from the west, and the ford was 
probably just to the east of where the road 
from Stretham met It, at TL505/787. There 
is a drain-like stream running north from 
the road; it does not look now as if It could 
ever have been a formidable obstacle, but 
the fenland has changed so much that it is 
impossible to be sure. 

At times in the tenth century, however, 
the Hundreds met at the north gate of the 
Abbey, perhaps roughly where the Sacris-
tan's gate now stands in the built-up town 
(TL542/803). 

In later medieval times the two Hundreds 
became separate, and eventually two oth-
ers were formed. 

FLENDISH Cambs TL547/544 

Anderson I (1934) pp. 100-i; Reaney (1943) 
pp. 35,138,140-i; Lawson (198 1) pp. 115-16; 
Adkins and Petchey (1984) pp.248-9. 

21 The New Lands of EUoe, Leicester University 
Department of English Local History Occasional 
Paper 6 (1954) p. 7. 
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Flamtngdice 1086 DB; probably OE 
fleaminga (gen p1), 'of the fugitives' + dic, 
'ditch, dyke', a massive post-Roman earth-
work now usually known as Fleam Dyke, 
constructed between fen and forest against 
attackers from the west. 

The sheriffs tourn for Flendish Hundred 
was at the Dyke, and the precise meeting 
place for this, and probably also for RADFIELD 
and STA1NE Hundreds from the later Mid-
dle Ages onwards, was almost certainly Muflow, 
a barrow on a knoll probably on the major 
prehistoric route, the Icknield Way, which 
may be evidenced by the remains of hol-
low-ways pointing to Mutlow, well marked 
in 1921  (now replaced by the All , not on 
the same line) . 22  Mutlow is near the junc-
tion of the boundaries of the three Hun-
dreds (now just inside STAINE) and not central 
to any of them. The name Mutlow is not 
evidenced before 1812, but, to judge from 
other occurrences of the name, was from 
OE (ge)mot, 'assembly + hläw, 'mound'. 

R.C. Neville excavated the mound in 1852, 
and found Bronze Age urns beneath it, and 
a Roman building nearby- 23  Recently Petchey 
has argued that the mound could have been 
'the last feature of the site to be built rather 
than the first', that is, that it was post-
Roman and non-sepulchral, purpose-built 
for the assembly. However, though no pri-
mary burial was found, Neville was at pains 
to point out that there were 'bands of darker 
earth running across the mound [which] 
satisfied us that this part had never been 
disturbed since its original formation'. Though 
Neville's excavation techniques are now rightly 
condemned, his workmen were experienced 
and might surely have noticed if the mound 
appeared different from other Bronze Age 
mounds they had 'turned over'. 

Fox and Palmer, who excavated in 192 1, 
noted that some of the Roman finds over-
lay a deposit of fine silt 4 ft (more than 1 
m.) deep, devoid of finds, evidently rainwash 
from Mutlow - 'there is thus no evidence 
that the site was anything more than a place 
of sepulture in the Bronze 24  Moreo-
ver, Neville does not record any Roman finds 
on the old ground surface under the mound, 

22 C. Fox and W.M. Palmer, Excavations in the 
Cambridgeshire dykes III. The Fleam Dyke. Second 
report: excavations in 1922' PCambsAS 25 (1924) 
pp.21-36, at pp.27-31,35-6. 

23 ArchaeJ 9 (1852) pp. 226-30 . 
24 	'Excavations in the Cambridgeshire dykes II. The 

Fleam Dyke: first report', PCarnbsAS 25 (1923) pp.45-
53. 

which would be extraordinary if the mound 
had been constructed after the Roman building: 
no mound-builders would start by clearing 
what is soon to be covered up. Fox and Palmer 
found Roman brooches, bracelets, pottery 
and coins dating from the first to the fourth 
century In a clearly defined belt about 12 
ft (c. 3.75 m.) wide around the barrow, 9 ft 
to 15 ft from its edge. I incline to accept 
the suggestion In VCH 25  that the Roman 
building was a temple dedicated to a cult 
centred on the mound, and that the spread 
of artefacts 'had the appearance of votives 
around a shrine of great antiquity, perhaps 
venerated since Bronze Age times'. 

Elsewhere prehistoric burial mounds were 
certainly re-used as meeting-mounds (see 
infra, e.g. THINGOE), and there seem to be 
sufficient reasons to accept that this is what 
happened at Mutlow, whether or not it had 
earlier been a sanctuary. 

FLITT Beds Area TL059/358 (Flitton 
Church) 

Mawer (1926) pp. 144-5,148-50; Anderson 
III (1941) p.23-4. 

Flictham, 1086 DB, Flitte 1166; named 
from Flitton, of obscure origin: FUttan 980x990, 
Will of /Ethelgifu, apparently dative sg of 
unknown OE *flitta  masculine or *fljtte 
feminine. 26  

Presumably the meeting place must have 
been somewhere In the area ofFlitton, perhaps 
just to the north of the church, where there 
is now a small bridge crossing the River Flitt 
and linking the village to the Roman road 
running east-northeast-west-northwest. Any-
where in Flitton Is near the northwestern 
boundary of the Hundred and not at all central 
to it. 

FREEBRIDGE (and FREEBRIDGE LYNN) 
Nfk Area TL608/ 187 

Parkin in Blomefield (1805-10) VIII pp. 328,4 19; 
E.M. Beloe, 'The Great Fen Road', Cambridge 
Antiquarian Society Communications 7 (1893) 
pp. 112-30, at 125-6; Anderson I (1934) pp. 64-
5; Nfk SMR no. 3477. 

Fredebruge 1086 DB; ON Frithior OE frlu, 
'peace' + OE brycg, 'bridge'. If the name Is 
of English origin, It may refer to the fact 
that the bridge was put under protection 
for the holding of the Hundred court. 

25 VCH Cambs VII (1978) pp. 85-6 . 
26 	Gelling (1984) p.22. 
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Freebridge is named on A. Bryant's 1826 
Map of the County of Norfolk just south of 
West Lynn, and must refer to the bridge linking 
the two parts of the Hundred, over the then 
course of the River Ouse, which in Anglo-
Saxon times would not have been such a 
major outfall as it later became. Freebridge 
Farm is at TL608/187; the modern bridge 
named Freebridge on OS maps (alongside 
the A47 bridge on the north) Is over the new 
course of the river at TL612/185. 

Parkin, however, stated: 

The ancient place of holding this hun-
dred's court was at Flitcham-Burgh, where 
is a tumulus, &c, about a mile from the 
town, on the road to Sharnburn [Shernborne]. 
In the 3d of Elizabeth, It appears, from a 
rental of Sir Richard Southwell's, that his 
manor of WaLsoken paid then to the Queens's 
bailiff of the hundred, 40s. per ann. suit 
of court, held under an oak, at Gaywood 
near Lynn, and was called Gaywood Oak-
Fee. 

After this, the court was held at an oak 
at Wigenhale, St German's, called Fitton 
Oak, in a farm of that name belonging to 
the town of Lynn, the Duke of Norfolk be-
ing lord, but it has been discontinued about 
30 years. 

Gaywood is on the northeast of King's Lynn 
(TL63/20), now absorbed into the town. Fitton 
Oake house is at TF594/135, just to the 
east of the Great Ouse. About the Flitcham 
site Parkin had more to say: 

In this parish was the remarkable hill 
or tumulus, where, in the Saxon age, the 
hundred court was held, in the time of 
William Rufus, in order to decide a con-
troversy about lands at Holm, who issued 
out a commission to H. his chamberlain, 
to call together 3 hundreds and an half 
at this place, called Flicceham Burch. It 
is upon an hill about a mile above the town 
of FUtcham, in the hundred of Freebrtdge 
citra Lenne, on the west side of the way, 
leading from that town, to Sharnborne, being 
a square piece of ground about an acre, 
ditched about with an old large ditch. 

Beloe equated the site with Paston's Clump 
(TL718/282), which he described as 'a highly 
elevated spot above all the country round, 
now planted with trees', with the ditches 
'but little altered'. It is on the 'Great Fen 
Road', at a crossroads (some now only field 
tracks), and just over two miles west of Peddar's 
Way. It is now covered with tall beech trees. 
In September 1993 I could see no signs of a 
barrow or of a ditch, though there may be 
traces of a rectangular bank (Nik SMR 3477). 

Perhaps these later meeting-places reflect  

either the division into two Hundreds 
(Freebridge and Freebridge Lynn), or the 
provision of meeting-places serving more than 
one Hundred. 27  

FRESHWELL Esx ? TL652/339 

W. Harrison, Description ofBritaine (1586), 
reprinted in Vol. I of R. Holinshed's Chronicles, 
ed. John Hooker (London 1807-8) pp. 179-
80; Philip Morant, History and Antiquities 
of the County of Essex (London 1763-8) II, 
518; Christy (1925-8) pp. 186-8; Reaney (1935) 
p.502; Anderson III (1941) pp.36-7; Gerald 
Curtis, The Story of the Sampfords (Great 
sampford 1981) pp.5-6. 

Fross(c)ewella 1086 DB; OE frosc, 'frog' 
+ OE wielle, 'spring, stream'. 

The name is no longer used for a spring 
or stream but, according to Harrison, one 
of the headwaters of the River Pant (which 
flows through the middle of the Hundred 
and forms its boundary for about a mile) 
was named Froshwell. Christy identified the 
source spring as 'that which feeds the lit-
tle lake (serving also as a mill-pond) [at M652/ 
3391 . . . just below and in the grounds of 
the Hall at Little sampford. ' This identifi-
cation seemed to be supported by the fact 
that Freshwell Cottage is named at TL653/ 
336 on the first edition of the 25-inch OS 
map (1886). 

However, Harrison's full description makes 
this identification impossible; and the only 
chance of making a better one is to quote 
all he says about the Pant headwaters: 

There is a pretie water that beginneth 
néere vnto . . . Winbeche church In Es-
sex. . . . This said brooke runneth directlie 
from thence vnto Radwinter. . . . By the 
wale also it is increased with sundrie pretle 
springs, of which Pantwell Is the chêefe 
(whereof some thinke the whole brooke 
to be named Pant). . . . There is likewise 
another in a pasture belonging to the Grange. 
. . . The third commeth out of the yard of 
. . . Radwinter hall. The fourth from Iohn 
Cockswets house, named the Rotherwell, 
which running under Rothers bridge, mêeteth 
with the . . . Pant on the northwest end 
of Ferrants Meade, southeast of Radwinter 
church. . . . I might take occasion to speake 
of another rill which falleth into the Rother 
from Bendish Hall: but bicause It Is for 
the most part drie In summer I passe it 

27 R.R. Clarke noted on SMR card re no. 3540, that 
the mound at TF755/287 was the moothill, but 
this does not fit Parkin's description, and Is to be 
regarded as an error. 
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ouer. . . . The next is named Froshwell. 
And of this spring dooth the whole hun-
dred beare the name, & after this conflu-
ence the river It selfe whervnto it falleth 
(from by north) so farre as I remember ... 
The streame therefore running from hence 
(& now, as I said, called Froshwell . . 
hasteth immediatlie vnto old Sandford, then 
through new Sandford parke, and after-
ward with full streame (receluing by the 
wale, the Finch brooke that commeth through 
Finchingfield) to Shalford . . . and so to 
Blackewater, where the name of Froshwell 
ceaseth, the water from hencefoorth (as I 
heare) commonlie called Blackwater, vntill 
it come to Maldon. 

The sites of some of the springs and rills 
are easy to Identify, but unfortunately not 
the Rotherwell or the Froshwell, which lat-
ter, however, clearly joined the main stream 
of the Pant above Great (Old) Sampford, and 
from the north. Morant also placed Freshwell 
above Great Sampford, but described it differ-
ently: 

The hall-hundred ofFroshwell, or Freshwell, 
took its name from the river Froshwell, here-
tofore called Pant, which runs through part 
of it: or rather from a well, or spring, that 
riseth within it, called Froshwell, which falleth 
into the Pant betwixt Radwinter and Great 
Samford, and abounds with frogs. 

Freshwell could hardly have given its name 
to a section of the main river, as Harrison 
said it did, unless it had itself been a sub-
stantial stream; therefore the best candi-
date appears to be the brook which joins 
the Pant after flowing past Anser Gallows 
Farm, which was called Anstye in 1825, 
evidently from OE anstiga, 'narrow path 1

. 28  

Yet the landscape is flat and apparently without 
obstacles; could the land have been liable 
to flooding and the narrow path a sort of 
causeway? 

Nearby, the Radwinter to Sampford road 
(B1053) crosses the bridge by a ford. Ac-
cording to Curtis, this is the 'most convenient 
meeting place for persons coming from all 
villages of the Hundred', and 'tradition has 
it that the gallows stood a few yards west 
of the road junction, on the bank on the 
north side of the Radwinter Road'. It was 
still there in 1567, and 'the vegetable gar-
den below the bank and beside the road is 
the reputed burial ground of the fruit of the 
gallows tree. ' Other Hundred meeting-places 
in the region were associated with gallows 
(see ODSEY and THINGOE) and therefore,  

provisionally, the ford near. Anser Gallows 
is accepted as the meeting-place site. 

GRIMSHOE Nfk TL819/898 

Blomefield (1805-10) II p.148; W.G. Clarke 
(ed.), Report on the Excavations at Grime's 
Graves, Weeting, Norfolk, March-May 1914 
(London 1915) pp. 11-13,106-12; Anderson 
I (1934) p.75; Lawson (1981) pp.4-6 9 9-
10,12,23,26,38; Adkins and Petchey (1984) 
pp.248-9; Nfk SMR no. 5640 ci, Ancient 
Mon. no. 70. 

Grimeshou 1 086 DB; ODanish (or OE) Grim 
pn (gen (e)s) + ON haugr. Blomefield said 
that the Hundred court used to be called 
to a large tumulus 'which perhaps might 
also have served as a watch-tower, or a place 
of signal' at the east end of the 'Danish in-
campment' (in reality prehistoric flintmines) 
called Grimes Graves. Grimshoe is still marked 
on OS maps, and is central for the Hundred. 

Greenwell said that the mound had been 
'cut through by the Norfolk Archaeological 
Society, when nothing was discovered ex-
cept a piece of a red deer's 29 It was 
also excavated in 1914 and W.G. Clarke 
described it as a mound raised over an in-
terment cremated on the spot. He did not 
specifically mention human remains, though 
there were fragments of burnt pottery among 
the burnt material. The mound seemed to 
have been augmented in size at a later date. 
However, Petchey argued that the crema-
tion was merely 'a small burnt layer sand-
wiched between the buried ground surface 
and the mound', and that it could have been 
constructed specifically as a meeting mound. 
There was no dating evidence in the mound 
or beneath it, and nothing to connect it with 
Romans or Anglo-Saxons. The SMR described 
it in 1976 as 2.5 m. high, 28 m. diameter. 

Grimes Graves and Gnmshoe are now under 
the guardianship of English Heritage. One 
of the mine holes immediately adjoins Grim-
shoe, which therefore has somewhat the ap-
pearance of  high, steep and rounded spoil 
heap. It still bears the scar of a ransack-
ing excavation across the centre. 

HINCKFORD Esx TL777/355 

VCH Esx (London 1903) pp.406-7; Christy 
(1925-8) pp. 185-6; P.H. Reaney, Transactions 

29 W.Greenwell, 'On the opening of Grime's Graves 
in Norfolk', Journal of the Ethnological Society of 
London new ser. 11 (1870) pp.419-39, at 422-3. 28 	Smith (1956)Ip.12. 
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of the Essex Archaeological Society (hereaf-
terTEsxAS) 19 (1930) pp.62-3; Reaney (1935) 
pp.405,438-40; Anderson III (1941) pp.42-
3; Lawson (1981) p.10. 

Hidingaforda 1086 DB; probably OE Hedin 
or Heddin, persn, + -inga gen p1, 'people of 
+ OE ford; cfHidingham 1 086 DB for (Castle 
and Sible) Hedingham. Anderson's derivation 
from OE hy + -inga-, 'people of the landing-
place' Is not convincing, in that the Colne 
here is not large enough to have carried ma-
jor traffic. See ARMINGFORD supra for dis-
cussion of -inga- + ford names. Occasion-
ally from the late twelfth century Hedingham 
is called by the name of the ford, and the 
Hundred by the name of the settlement. 

Hinckford was apparently on the Colne 
near the main road from Haverhill to Braintree 
(now the A604) and on the road to Castle 
Hedingham; It was later called Crouchford 
(i.e. 'cross ford'), and Nunnery Bridge now 
stands there. Immediately west of the ford, 
in the angle of the two roads, there was, 
according to Christy, 'a small triangular piece 
of ground, about one third of an acre In 
area, and raised some five or six feet above 
the level of the roadway and also above the 
flood level. This mound looks as If It might 
once have been a moot-mound'. It was lo-
cally known as Crouch Green ('cross green') 
and a cattle fair was held there. It was also 
called le Mot(e)stowe 1262; OE môt-stow, 'meet-
ing place'. It was central for the Hundred. 

Houses have been built on the corner of 
the two roads, and no 'moot-mound' is now 
discernible. 

HITCHIN Herts TL197/266 (Sperberry 
Hill) 

Gover (1938) p.8; Anderson Ill (1941) p.28. 
Hiz 1086 DB, Hicche 1175; OE Hicce Is 

the name of an Anglo-Saxon tribe, listed in 
the Tribal Hidage as Hcca (gen pl); 30  later 
forms with final -n, used as the name of a 
settlement, go back to the dat p1, Hiccum. 

The post-Conquest Hundred meeting-place 
seems to have been at Sperberry Hill in (St) 
Ippollitts, Speleburwe 1203, OE spell, 'speech' 
+ OE beorg, 'mound, hill'; on OS large-scale 
maps the name appears on the road lead-
ing east-northeast from the London road at 
St Ibbs up a steep natural hill at about 11197/ 
266. Not far to the south, at about TL199/ 
265, a group of four ring-ditches shows up 
as crop-marks, probably from ploughed-out 

30 	Dumville (1989).  

Bronze Age barrows. In 1322, however, a 
view of frankpledge was held at Altonishevyd, 
i.e. Oughton Head (TL168/303), a spring 
just northwest ofHitchln, close to the Icknield 
Way. None of the sites (Hitchin Itself, Sperberry 
Hill or Oughton Head) is really central to 
the Hundred. 

HURSTINGSTONE Hunts (now Cambs) 
TL3O1/751 

Mawer (1926) pp.xli,203-4; Royal Commis -
sion on Historical Monuments (England): Hunts 
(London 1 926) p. 296a and p1. 142; VCH Hunts 
II(1932) pp. 149-50; Anderson l (1934) pp. 109-
10; Gelling (1984) p.198; Thorn (1989) p. 29  
and n.15. 

Hyrstingestan 1086 DB; OE hyrst, 'wooded 
hill', + -inga-, gen p1 'people of, + OE stan, 
'stone'. The area occupied by the Hyrstingas 
included Old (formerly Wold) Hurst and Wood 
Hurst, and must have formed an adminis-
trative unit, possibly to be equated with the 
Herefinna of the Tribal Hidage. 3 ' 

W. Page (in VCH) said that until c. 1440 
(when they were moved to Broughton) the 
Hundred courts were held at the Hursting 
stone in Wood Hurst, marked on eighteenth-
century maps of Huntingdonshire such as 
that in Emmanuel Bowen's Large English 
Atlas (c. 1750) 'at the highest point of the 
road from St Ives to Old Hurst' (the boundary 
of which parish touched the stone). Gallows 
were also recorded on quemdam montem qul 
vocatur Hirstingston, and dogs were sent there 
to be expeditated. 32  From the twelfth cen-
tury onwards the Abbot of Ramsey (which 
held the Hundred) kept his court here. Page 
suggested that 'a stone existed at this promi-
nent position at an early date', and that It 
'was replaced by a cross, perhaps in the 
twelfth or thirteenth century, when such 
crosses were commonly erected as boundaries, 
and the still extant stone Is the base of that 
cross'. One side of it has either been weathered 
or cut away, so that the original square socket 
for the shaft has now only three sides, and 
it was set up in such a way that it had the 
appearance of a wide, very  shallow (and prob-
ably very uncomfortable) armchair, so that 
it came to be called the Abbot's Chair. Folklore 
evidently gathered around It, as legend had 

31 A.W. Davies and H. vlerck. 'The contexts of the 
Tribal Hidage: social aggregates and settlement 
patterns', F'nihmittetolterliche Studien 8 (1974) pp.223-
93, at 232,234,273,284-6,291,293; Dumville (1989). 

32 W. Dugdale. MonasticonAnglicanumll (London 1819) 
p.568. 
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it that monks stopped to rest in it when 
travelling between Ramsey Abbey and St Ives 
Priory. Mawer reported a tradition that in 
the sixteenth century Mother Shipton used 
to utter her prophecies from It; and when I 
enquired from the local farmhouse about 
the Abbot's Chair, the response was 'Oh, 
you mean Cromwell's Seat'. According to the 
board now beside It In the garden of the 
Norris Museum at St Ives, 'It is also said 
that if ever the stone sinks below the ground, 
blood will flow in the streets of Bluntisham! 
Bloodstains are supposed to be visible on 
the stone, and a ghost Is said to haunt it' 
(compare the ELLOE stone, above). In Sep-
tember 1993 I could observe no bloodstains, 
but might have done so if I had attempted 
too vigorously to push aside a prickly holly 
bush to see the back of the 'chair'. The stone 
is said to be from Barnack; the quarries 
there were worked from Roman times until 
exhausted In the late Middle Ages or later. 
There is nothing about the stone itself to 
date it, or to indicate If it could have been 
cut down from an earlier cubic shape like 
the LEIGHTONSTONE, and nothing, there-
fOre, to prevent the stone from having been 
that named in DB. 

The site of the meeting-place - which was 
not central either to the Hundred or to the 
DB population thereof - was marked on 
the OS one* inch map of 1954 (sheet 134); 
but about 1948 the road was cut by the 
extension of the long runway of the RAF's 
Wyton Airfield, and the stone removed then. 

LACKFORD Sfk TL791/711 

Anderson I (1934) pp.97-8. 
Lacforda -e, Lacheforda, Leacforde 1086 

DB, Lecforcie -a 1086 lE; probably OE lëac, 
'garlic' + ford. , 

The ford was where the Icknield Way crosses 
the River Lark, on the southwestern edge 
of the Hundred and not at all central to it. 
The church of the village with the same name, 
which is in THINGOE Hundred, stands at 
TL796/703. 

The nearest road crossing, with a bridge, 
is at TL788/ 1 11 , but this is not on the line 
of the Icknield Way. The Ordnance Survey 
marks a ford just to the east at TL791/71 1, 
and there are a few squared stones on the 
bed of the stream which may be the rem-
nants of paving. In June 1992 it was a very 
shallow stream, but a flood gauge was a timely 
reminder that it might notalways be so easily 
passable. 

LEIGHTONSTONE Hunts (now Carnbs) 
Area TL116/752 

Mawer (1926) pp.231,245-6; Anderson I (1934) 
pp. 111-2;  VCH Hunts III (1936) p. 1 ; Blgmorë 
(1979) p.72 and caption to pl.4; Thorn (1989) 
p.29 and n.16. 

Lectunestane 1086 DB; OE lëac-tfin, 'herb 
garden' + OE stan, 'stone'. 

The stone Is marked on Emmanuel Bowen's 
map of Huntingdonshire (c. 1750); Gover 
et at. described the position as: 'Just to the 
south of Leighton Bromswold, on the right 
side of the road, where the one-inch OS map 
marks "The Castle". This site Is central for 
the Hundred'. Though it is not altogether 
easy to reconcile Bowen's with a modern 
OS map, the Leightonstone was clearly to 
the east of the road to Spaldwick, now only 
a track, in the general area of TL116/752 
(Thorn suggested at TL1 18/750). However, 
VCH recorded it as at (apparently having 
been moved to) the west end of the village. 
A large, roughly cubic stone (about the size 
of a tea-chest) now stands on a platform 
just outside the churchyard gate (TL1 15/ 
753), and a notice describes It as the Judgement 
stone, moved from 'the other side of the church'. 
In 1979 Blgmore said that It had been 're-
cently recovered' from fields 'some distance 
northleastj of the church'. Wherever the stone 
originally stood, It would have been cen-
tral for the Hundred. 

LONGSTOW Cambs ? TL313/551 

Anderson I (1934) p.105; Reaney (1943) 
pp. 154,163-4; VCH Cambs V (1973) p.2. 

Stou 1086 DB; OE stow, 'place of as-
sembly'. 

Though Reaney pointed out fourteenth-
century forms of minor names In stow In 
Hariton parish, at the other end of the Hundred, 
it was probably named from the village of 
Longstowe, where in 1271-2 the sheriff claimed 
that the villagers had to supply a building 
for the tourn. VCH suggested (without cit-
ing any evidence) that the original meet-
ing-place might have been where 'the road 
from Bourn to Little Gransden crosses Er-
mine Street', which would have been con-
venient and typical. Though close to its south-
western corner, Longstowe Is quite central 
to the Hundred. 

NASSABOROUGH see UPTON 
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NAVISFORD Nthnts TL022/812 

Bridges (1791) II p.367; Gover (1933) p.216; 
Anderson I (1 934) pp. 116-17;  Helen Belgion, 
Titchmarsh Past and Present (Titchmarsh 1979) 
p.19 and map 2. 

Nar(r)resford 1086 DB, Naveresford 1220; 
probably ON Nafarrpersn (gen -s) + ford. Though 
the early forms of the name are variable, this 
derivation, and its relationship to the lost names, 
Nauerestund 1066-75 (MS c. 1200) and 
Nafrysbroc 1013 seems most probable. 

According to Gover et al. , 'The hundred 
meeting place must have been by the Nene 
at the point where Aidwinkle, Thorpe Achurch 
and Titchmarsh meet, for the name sur -
vives in two fields In Titchmarsh just to the 
west of Thorpe station'. The railway is dis-
mantled, and the station now a private house, 
but Belgion's map shows the 'furlong called 
Navisford': the most northerly in Titchmarsh 
parish. The ford must therefore have been 
where the Roman road to Castor crossed 
the Thorpe Brook (an insignificant feeder 
to the nearby River. Nene) at TL022/812. 
Belgion suggested that the modern bridge 
here conceals medieval work. 

There was a group of Bronze Age barrows 
on the opposite side of the Roman road from 
the Navisford field, now ploughed out but 
visible as cropmarks of ring-ditches on air 
photographs; a rise In the centre of the meeting-
place field may be the last trace of an ex-
tension of the barrow cemetery there, and 
might have provided a focus for the assembly. 
Bridges said that the Court for the manors 
ofAchurch and Thorpe Waterville was 'kept 
at the house of Mr Lee', in Thorpe Waterville. 

NESS (Wapentake) Lincs 

Streatfeild (1884) pp. 193-4; Anderson I (1934) 
p.61. 

Nesse 1086 LIDB; OE nss or ON ness, 
'promontory of dry ground jutting into fen'. 

The site of the meeting place appears to 
be unknown. 

NORMANCROSS Hunts (Cambs) TL160/ 
908 

Mawer (1926) p. 180; Anderson I (1934) pp. 112-
13; Bigmore (1979) p.72. 

Normannescros 963-84 (MS c. 1200), 1086 
DB; Normannescros 112  1 , AS Chronicle MS 
E, for the year 963; OE Norman, 'Viking, 
Norwegian', perhaps used as a persn (gen - 
es), + ON kross, 'cross'. 

Norman Cross stood on Ermine Street just 
north of Stilton at the junction with the main 
road (Al 5) running northeast to Peterbor -
ough, roughly in the centre of the Hundred. 
There has never been a village settlement 
there, and the name Is now applied to a busy 
roundabout on the Al. 33  There are at present 
no clues to the exact meeting-place; It would 
have been central for the Hundred. 

NORTHSTOW Cambs ? TL395/630 

Anderson I (1934) pp. 105-6; Reaney (1943) 
p.176; Lawson (198 1) pp. 1  16-17; Cambs SMR 
00380. 

Nordstouua 1 086 DB; OE nori, 'north' (as 
distinct from Longstow) + OE stow, 'place 
of assembly'. 

Reaney suggested that It is named from 
Nortstowe, recorded in the thirteenth cen-
tury in Dry Drayton (church Is at TL389/ 
619). This would have been In Chesterton 
Hundred In 1086, and therefore the meet-
ing place of Northstow Is unknown. How-
ever, it seems probable that Chesterton and 
Northstow Hundreds may originally have been 
only one. 34 

According to the SMR, an Anglo-Saxon 
glass beaker was recovered during road works 
on the A604 (A14), the Roman road from 
Chesterton to Huntingdon, at the crossroads 
with the local road from Dry Drayton to 
Oakington. Subsequent investigation showed 
that there had been a medieval gallows at 
TL395/630, with the bodies of the condemned 
buried near the gibbet. The glass beaker 
was presumably deposited with a burial, which 
might have been covered by a barrow, sub-
sequently used as a gallows mound because 
it stood on a main road by a parish bound-
ary. This would have been a typical site for 
a Hundred meeting-place, but there is no 
proof that It was. 

ODSEY Herts TL300/380 

VCH Herts III (1912) p.193; Gover (1938) 
pp. 150-1; Anderson III (194 1) pp. 25-7; Reaney 
(1943) pp.62-3. 

Odeset 1086 DB, Ocieseth 1 135 (MS 1286) 9  
Odesela 1 166, Odesethehill 1406; Od(d)a persn 
(gen -n) + ? OE sëaJ, 'pit'. The alternative 
forms with OE sele, 'hail' are found only 
for the Hundred name, and may Indicate 

33 For a recent description of the site, see Bigmore 
(1979). 

34 Thorn (1990) pp.24'26. 
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some kind of structure. 
Odsey is now Just over the Cambridge-

shire border but VCH noted that until at 
least c. 1600 it was in Hertfordshire. Anderson 
conjectured that the actual meeting-place 
was on Gallows Hill on the opposite side of 
the Icknield Way from Odsey Grange, 'where 
a barrow on the hill-top may mark the site'. 
A. Duly and J. Andrews' map ofHerts (1766) 
shows the oval Odsey race-course encircling 
two barrow-like features (the more westerly 
of which is presumably Gallows Hill, the 
other not now identifiable on the ground). 
Gallows Hill was reputedly trenched in 1934, 
and an American searchlight placed on it 
during the second World War. Herts SMR 
records it as c. 38 m. diameter north-south, 
C. 35 m. east-west and c. 1 m. high, rid-
dled with rabbit burrows and covered with 
rubble, fenced but close-ploughed on the 
north, west and south. It is now nettle-covered, 
and trees have been planted on the north 
and south. From it there is a wide view in 
all directions except east (along the ridge). 

Though on its northern boundary, the 
meeting place is 'fairly central' for the Hundred, 
since Cambridgeshire here projects into Hert-
fordshire. 

PAPWORTH Cambs ? TL282/637 

Anderson I (1934) pp. 106-7; Reaney (1943) 
p.164. 

Papeword(e) 1086 DB; probably OE *pap(p)a 
persn, (gen-n) + word, 'enclosure'. 

Named from the settlement now repre-
sented by Papworth St Agnes (also called 
Magna and Olde) and Papworth Everard (Parva 
etc). Since DB lists two settlements with 
this name but one was in Huntingdonshire, 
it is difficult to know where the meeting-
place may have been. The cross roads at 
TL282/637, where the road from Eltisley 
to Hilton and St Ives crosses Ermine Street, 
at the northern end of Papworth Everard, 
where county and parish boundaries coin-
cided, and where the main road slopes gently 
to the north, providing a wide view, seems 
possible and typical, but there is no evi-
dence. Any site in Papworth would have been 
at the southwestern end of the Hundred and 
not central to it. 

POLEBROOK Nthnts TL068/869 (river 
crossing) 

Gover (1933) pp.209,2 1 5; Anderson I (1934) 
p. 116; Smith (1956) II p.68. 

Pocabroc 1076; Pochebroc 1086 DB; OE 
pocca, pohha, 'a pouch, a bag, used in some 
undetermined sense in place-names, pos-
sibly as a by-name' (Gover et al.'s sugges-
tion of OE puca is ruled out because the 
expected -u- never appears) + bröc, 'brook'. 

There is a village with this name on a 
small tributary of the Nene, at the eastern 
end of the Hundred. The map shows many 
tracks converging on the brook crossing at 
TL068/870, just to the south of the chUrch, 
and this may have been the meeting-place 
site. However, west of the village the Ro-
man road to Castor (keeping to the east of 
the River Nene) crosses the brook at TL058/ 
869, and this would also have been a pos-
sible ford meeting-place. The Polebrook stream 
(like Thorpe Brook - see NAVISFORD) is 
an insignificant feeder to the Nene. 

RADFIELD Cambs Area TL645/555 

Anderson I (1934) p.101; Reaney (1943) 
pp. 113-14. 

Radeftile 1086 DB, Radefelde 1086 (c. 1180), 
ICC; OE rd, 'red', OE feld, 'open country'. 

Reaney stated: 'The Hundred was named 
from Radefelde 1335-9 [which] was "in campo 
de Burgh". . . . Patches of gravel on the chalk 
. . . make the soil look rather reddish.' Radfleld 
was the name of one of the open fields of 
Burrough Green, and Is marked on (e g.) 
the 1837 Tithe Map35  on the east side of 
the parish, centred about TL645/555. It is 
near the eastern corner of the Hundred, but 
reasonably central for the DB population. 

A track through the Burrough Green corn-
fields is still known as Radfield Road. The 
meeting-place site may have been somewhere 
along its course, but no particular spot stands 
out. The land is level, but with woodlands 
on low hills in the background. 

Since Mutlow Hill is on the boundary be-
tween Radfield, STAINE and FLENDISH 
Hundreds, Reaney suggested that Radfield 
Hundred also met there. 

REDBOURNSTOKE Beds Area TLO1O/ 
426 

Mawer (1926) pp.66-7; Emmison (1928) pp.95-
6; Anderson III (1941) p.21; Smith (1956) 
II p.154. 

Radborgestoc, Radebernestoch 1 086 DB; 
OE Rádburg, fem persn (gen -e) + OE stoc 
(probably stoce dat sg), 'place, secondary 

35 Cambs RO no. P17/27/1. 
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settlement". The forms with -n- are prob-
ably due to the 'common confusion of the 
suffixes -burh and -burna'; there are also 
later forms showing confusion of stoc with 
stow. 

A terrier of Marston Moretaine (1 71 5) refers 
to South Meadow 'abutting north upon 
Hundredway' and bounded on the west by 
Brook Field. Emmison argued, from the 
Enclosure Award of Marston (1798), that 
it appeared 

South Meadow lay to the southeast of the 
brook which runs parallel with the Bed-
ford road and not far from the road lead-
ing from Wootton Pillinge northwest to the 
Bedford road. The former of these is the 
boundary between the parishes of Wootton 
and Marston. Can this road run along the 
track of the ancient Hundredway? We may 
at least guess that the meeting place of 
the Hundred Court of Redbournstoke was 
in the vicinity of this way. 

The whole topography of the area has been 
drastically altered by brickworks and pits 
and a modern housing estate. The road 
Emmison conjectured to be the Hundredway 
now runs along the northeastern edge of 
Stewartby Lake Country Park; South Meadow 
has probably disappeared into the brick pit 
turned lake. There is now a sluice where 
in 1767 (on Jeffrey's map of Bedfordshire) 
there was a Stone Bridge, at TLO10/426, 
and this is used as the reference point for 
the meeting place of Redbournstoke, but there 
is no guarantee that It is the right spot. 
The area is central for the Hundred. 

RISBRIDGE Sfk TL712/506 

Anderson I (1934) p.95. 
Risebnige 1086 DB; OE *jbycg,  'brush-

wood causeway'. This compound appellative 
is found in eight or more minor names from 
Sussex to Durham. 36  

On C. Greenwood's 1826 map of Suffolk 
a small district, with a small stream along 
its southern boundary, just east of 
Barnardiston Hall, was named Monks 
Risbridge. Anderson commented that there 
was no water course near It In his time, 
but a pond near Barnardiston Hall still feeds 
a stream running westward, and was probably 
fed in turn by a drain running along the 
hedge line. However, if *hrisbrycg  is to be 
interpreted as a track made of logs covered 
with brushwood, such as has been recently  

found from Saxon times at Droitwich, It would 
more probably have been used over a patch 
of boggy ground rather than to cross a stream. 
The site Is quite central for the Hundred. 

SOUTH GREENHOE Nfk TF828/056 

Blomefield (1805-10) VI p. 1; Anderson I (1934) 
p.74; Lawson (1981) pp.4,6-7,12,26,38,40; 
Nfk SMR nos. 2688-90. 

Grenehou 1086 DB; ON grenn or OE grene, 
'green' + ON haugr, 'mound'. 'South' sub-
sequently added to distinguish It from North 
Greenhoe Hundred. 

According to Parkin the Hundred takes 
its name 

from the Green Hills or Tumult lying by 
the London road to SwafJham, on the Heath 
between [Cockley] Cley and North 
Pickenham' where 'very antiently, even 
to the last Century, on these Hills the 
HUNDRED-COURT was kept, as appears 
from its old Rolls. 

Two barrows are marked In the right spot 
to the east of the road (now the Al 065) on 
the first edition of the OS one-inch map LXV 
(1824). 

SMR records three barrows (see Lawson) 
to the east of the A1065 within the quad-
rant TF82/05; all have been damaged or 
destroyed. One (SMR 2688) was excavated 
In 1963, and a Bronze Age flexed male burial 
was found, with a bronze bush-barrow dagger 
with additional rivets. In 1976, SMR 2688 
was described as mutilated, 32 m. diam-
eter and 0.4 m. high, covered by trees; SMR 
2689 was destroyed and also tree-covered; 
SMR 2690 had been ploughed and was grass-
covered, 28 m. diameter and 0.4 m. high. 
None is conspicuous in the landscape, which 
is partly wooded, mostly with beeches. The 
road is undulating, and the view is not wide, 
but the site is central for the Hundred. 

STAINE Cambs 

Anderson I (1934) pp.99-100; Reaney (1943) 
p.129. 

Stanes 1086 DB, Stane 1086 ICC InqEl: 
OE stan, either sg, (nom, or dat -e), or p1 
(-as), 'stone' or 'stones'. The modern form 
with diphthong appears to be a late devel-
opment, not due to Norse Influence, 

There are no suggestions as to the site 
of the stone(s). Stone Field was the name 
of the open field lying to the southeast of 
Bottisham (one of the Staine parishes); it 

36 	Gelling (1984) p.66. 
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is shown (e.g.) in an estate map of 1793. 37  
However, there is no marker-stone, and In 
the fourteenth century the field was apparently 
called Stony. 38  

It seems that later the meeting-place may 
have been at Mutlow on the Fleam dyke, 
together with FLENDISH and RADFIELD Hun-
dreds. If OE stãn(as) had the meaning 'Ro-
man remains' which Copley wished it to bear, 
the meeting-place on Fleam Dyke may have 
given Stalne Its name, since Neville found 
a Roman temple building nearby. 

STAPLOE Cambs Area TL606/644 

Lysons (1808) II p.97; Anderson I (1934) 
pp.98-9; Reaney (1943) p. 187 . 

Staplehou 1086 DB; OE stapol, 'pillar, 
platform raised on pillars' + OE hôh, 'spur 
of land', or perhaps ON haugr, 'mound'. 

Lysons said that 'A balk In Burwell field 
is called Staploe balk', and a grant of land 
in Exning was said to lie ad viam de Stapelhoue. 
A terrier of freehold lands In Burwell occu-
pied by William Fuller about 1834 40  lists 
two blocks of land in Mill Field near Staploe 
Way, one of which was on the heath side of 
Staploe Way (Le. to its southeast), near Sandpitt 
Way: the fourth boundary was 'on the ditch 
side' (i.e. on the southwest). 

Sandpltt Way Is visible on the 1806 es-
tate map of Burwell, 4 ' running southeast 
from Burwell village (at about TL591 /658) 
towards the present site of Gravel Pit Farm 
(at TL6O1/646). Staploe Way must run roughly 
at right angles to it (i.e. southwest-north-
east). The terrier appears to be arranged with 
the blocks nearest Burwell village listed first, 
so those described as near Staploe Way must 
have been In the southern part of the par-
ish, where Mill Field ran along the Exning 
boundaiy, to the east of Ditch Field. J. Chapman's 
1 768 map of Newmarket Heath shows a road 
running west-southwest from Exning, evidently 
partly along the the line of the track at present 
going past Gravel Pit Farm; nothing on this 

37 London Borough of Hackney Health District Archives 
19/6B/I; photograph in Cambs Record Office at 
R 71/38. 

38 	M. Postgate, 'The open fields of Cambridgeshire' 
(Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Cambridge University 
1964) Appendix I p. II. 

39 Archaeology and Place-Names in the Ftfth and Sixth 
Centuries, British Archaeological Reports British 
Series 147 (Oxford 1986) pp.55-6.99; Early Place-
Names of the Anglian Regions of England, BAR Brit 
ser.185 (Oxford 1988) pp.10,62,89,99,112-3,134. 

40 Cambs RO ref.no . L 21.16. 
41 	Public Record Office no. MR 509.  

line, however, stands out. 
The 1806 map shows no continuous south-

west-northeast road In the right area, but 
the draft for the first edition of the OS map 
(18 1 0) shows a road angling southwest from 
Exning and crossing Devil's Ditch. It seems 
to have run well to the south of Gravel Pit 
Farm, perhaps In part along the track (which 
may Itself have been one of the parallel paths 
of the Icknield Way complex) east and west 
of Springhead Farm and on to Warbraham 
Mains and the Ditch. Just west of the par-
ish (and now county) boundary it runs across 
a patch of higher ground - above the 30 
m. or 100 ft contours - which, In this low-
lying country, may have been sufficiently 
prominent to have been called a höh. The 
highest point appears to be at about TL606/ 
644, and it would have been a typical site 
for a Hundred meeting-place, but It Is hoped 
that a local historian may eventually find 
more precise evidence. No mound is recorded 
In the vicinity. 

Any site In Burwell would be near the 
southwestern edge of the Hundred though 
reasonably central for the DB population. 

STODDEN Beds Area TL080/653 

Mawer (1926) p.12; Emmison (1928) pp.93-
5; Anderson III (1941) p.18. 

Stod(d)en(e) 1086 DB; OE stöd, 'a stud, a 
herd of horses' + OE denu, 'valley'. Gelling 
remarked that denu is only rarely compounded 
with a term for a domestic animal. 42  

A Stodden field was named in 1 607 in 
Pertenhall, near the Hundred and County 
boundary, but would have been reasonably 
central to the Hundred before Tilbrook was 
taken out of It. Emmison concluded, by a 
process of elimination, that Stodden field 
lay in the northwestern part of the parish 
of Pertenhall. The map shows a broad shallow 
valley running northwest from Pertenhall 
into the high ground, and perhaps part of 
this could have been used as a 'stud val-
ley', which would have needed to be securely 
enclosed (c.f. the use of ruined Roman forts 
as studs, e.g. Stotfall, Lympne Kent). The 
map shows many tracks leading to the field 
in the northwestern corner of the parish 
(centring on TL072/669); modern farming 
has altered these, and the countryside looks 
very open, with some remnants of woodland, 
and a view widening out downhill. 

42 	Gelling (1984) p.98. 
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THINGOE Sfk TL850/654 

J. Gage, History and Antiquities of Suffolk: 
Thtngoe Hundred (London 1838) pp. ix-xi; T. 
Arnold, Hermanni Archidiaconi Liber de 
MiracuUs Sancti Eadmundi in Memorials of 
St Edmund's Abbey, 3 vols (London 1890- 
6) I p.31; VCH I (1911) p.626; Anderson I 
(1934) pp. 95-6; M. D. Lobe!, Bury St Edmunds 
(London 1935) p.7; Lawson (1981) pp.4,6,8,10-
14 9 26968970-1; Sfk SMR parish nos.BRG 001, 
BSE 004, BSE MISC. 

Dinghowe 1042-6, Thingehou 1086 DB; 
ON Hnghaugr, 'mound of assembly'. 

Hermann (late eleventh century) records 
Justice as being dispensed at Thinghogo on 
the first of May. From early sources, Gage 
conjectured it to be 'an artificial mound on 
rising ground just outside the north gate 
of Bury'. Anderson suggested that Thingoe 
might be where Gage marked a windmill, 
on the map opposite his frontispiece. It was 
central for the Hundred, and sometimes all 
the eight- and- a-half Hundreds of Bury Ab-
bey met there. 

The area is now built up, and affected 
by the construction of the A45. By comparing 
the site marked Thinghoue on the first edi-
tion of the Ordnance Survey 25-inch map 
(1886) with the modern 1: 10, 000, it appears 
that the mound was not on the road now 
called Thingoe Hill at about TL852/653, but 

. beside the present Northgate Avenue (for-
merly Norfolk Road), at TL850/654 (SMR 
no. BSE 004). VCH said that it was 'for-
merly partially isolated by the Teyfen Mere 
and the marshes of the River Lark'. Thingoe 
was excavated by H. Prigg in 1880, and he 
described it as a 'large British barrow' .3 

Unfortunately, his paper on his discover-
ies was never published, but the OS six-
inch map records that 'Human remains, horns 
and urns' were found, and VCH stated that 
it was 'a tumulus of three interments. The 
centre, however, was not reached nor the 
primary burial recovered. The East Anglian 
School now occupies the reduced summit'. 
. Gage also remarked that the Peddar's Way 

passed a mound on Shirehouse Heath called 
Gallows Hill, which the SMR (no. BSE MISC) 
places at approximately TL845/657 (near 
Tollgate Lane), and which earlier was called 
Henhowe. According to VCH, there was a 
grant to the Abbot of Bury in 1 305 that pleas 
brought into the eight-and-a-half Hundreds 
formerly held at Cateshull (Cateshill, 'cat's 

43 See Journal of the British ArchaeologicatAssociation 
36 (1880) p.233. and 38 (1882) pp.208-10. 

mound' in Great Barton, SMR BRG 001) should 
be held at Henhowe ('bird's mound'). Per-
haps the early medieval functions of the two 
neighbouring mounds were originally com 
plementary, one judicial, one punitive. 

Catshill was used for judicial assemblies 
in the thirteenth century, after Thingoe had 
been acquired by St Edmund's Abbey. 44  It 
was excavated in 1957 and found to con- 
tainfirst-century sherds, pumice quern frag
ments and cattle bones, and is therefore 
judged to have been a midden. 45  

THRIPLOW Cambs TL443/468 

Anderson I (1934) p.103; Reaney (1943) 
pp. 82,90; Lawson (198 1) pp. 109-10,114-6; 
Cambs SMR 04286. 

Trepe(s)lau 1086 DB; OE *Tryppa  persn, 
gen (-n) + hlãw, 'mound'. 

Named from the village ofThnplow (Tripelau 
C. 1050), or village and Hundred were both 
named from the same mound, probably that 
just east ofThriplow church (TL4436/4682, 
now ploughed out), which may originally have 
served as the meeting place. It was of the 
Bronze Age, about 80 ft wide, perhaps 15-
20 ft high, originally capped with white chalk. 
There appears to have been Iron Age and 
Romano-British settlement nearby. 46  It is 
in the southern part of the Hundred. 

However, there are references to a Mothiowe, 
Motlawe, (OE *(ge)mot..hlaw,  'assembly 
mound') from the thirteenth century onwards 
in documents belonging to Newton, Harston 
and Thriplow, which Reaney conjectured to 
be the same place. There are also references 
to a Motloweweye etc., 'road to the assem-
bly mound' up to the fifteenth century in 
Newton, Shelford and Thriplow documents. 
In an advertisement for a sale at Newton 
in 1834 47  (before the enclosure) Muttler Road-
way is named as bordering several lots in 
Little Brookfield on the east; and a few lots 
in Great Brookfield on the west. A short length 
of Muttler Way is named on an accompa-
nying map, southwest of Camps Park. A com-
parison with the enclosure map of Newton 

44 A. Gransden, The Letter-Book of William of Hoo, 
Sacrist of Bury St Edmunds 1280-1294, Suffolk 
Records Society V (Ipswich 1963) p.6 in. 

45 N. Smedley and F.A. Aberg, 'Archaeology in Suffolk 
1957', Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute ofArcho.eolcgy 
27 (1957), p.178  (Barton, Great). 

46 D.H. Trump. 'The Bronze Age barrow and Iron Age 
settlement at Thriplow', PCarnbsAS 49 (1956) pp. 1-
12; Lawson (198 1) pp. 109-10,114-6; VCH Cambs 
VIII (1982) pp. 152 .238 . 

47 Cambs RO R 51/17/20b. 
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(186 1)411  makes it clear that Muttler Way ran 
in a double curve between the two Brookfields 
from the edge of Newton village at TL4395/ 
4925 to a kink in the boundary with Thriplow 
parish at TL4430/4853. Its further course 
is conjectural, but In view of the names 
Muttelers (at roughly 11445/483) and Mutlers 
Pit (at roughly 447/482) which Maynard places 
on his 1837 map ofWhlttlesford 49  just north-
west of Mutlow (at TL448/481), it Is prob-
ably safe to assume that Mutlow Way ran 
along the Thriplow boundary and so into 
WHITfLESFORD to Mutlow, which may there-
fore have served as a joint meeting-place 
for the two Hundreds. 

THUNDERLOW Esx TL?830/387 (Gallow 
Green) 

VCH Esx I (1 903) pp.405-6, 534, 537; Christy 
(1925-8) pp. 139,173,195-7; C.F.D. Sperling, 
TEsxAS 18 (1925) pp. 139-40; P.H. R[eaney], 
TEsxAS 19 (1930) p.63; Reaney (1935) pp.418-
19; Anderson III (194 1) pp. 41-2; Lawson (198 1) 
pp. 5,9-10,17; B. Slaughter (ed.), Bulmer Then 
and Now (Bulmer 1979, 2nd ed. 1990) 
pp.32,42,45,53-4; Esx SMR no. 1806. 

Thunreslau DB; OE Thunor persn (the god 
of thunder; gen -es) + OE hlãw, 'mound'. 

In Domesday this 'Half-Hundred' consisted 
of only three manors, Belchamp (Walter), 
Ballingdon, and the lost Binsley in Bulmer. 
There have been many suggestions as to the 
site; none is so convincing as to eliminate 
all others. Christy suggested that the meeting 
place had been on the top of Ballingdon Hill, 
290 ft high, 'c. 100 yards to the west of a 
clump of trees occupying a lower point (180 
ft)'. It is a prominent landmark, within sight 
of the Thunderslow manors, just within Buhner 
parish, but Ballingdon 'touches the fence 
of the field'. However, Reaneyjudged Ballingdon 
Hill to be too far from where thirteenth-century 
references put Thunderlow. 

These references were in the Hospitallers' 
Cartulary, and according to Sperling, put 
Thundreslawe, 'apparently in the neighbour-
hood of Middleton [church is at TL871/3961 
and Goldingham [Hall Is at 833/402] 9 , and 
described Thuriderloue as a wood - presumably 
that which Domesday records as sufficient 
for 20 swine - in Binsley. Sperling sug-
gested that Binsley probably lay 'near the 
brook which runs below Goldingham Hall'; 

48 Cambs RO Q/RDc 73. 
49 Cambs RO R 58/5/9, p.165.  

however, there Is no room for a third manor 
between Goldlngham and the DB manor of 
Beichamp Walter, which lies on the other 
side of the brook. 50  Woods are marked along 
the Belchamp Brook on modern maps, but 
are recent plantations; 5 ' Heaven Wood, further 
to the east, and the now destroyed Park Wood 
appear to have been ancient woodland —judging 
from what Slaughter said about them - but 
were In the manorof Smeetham. 

Also according to Slaughter, Dickinson 
(who wrote the guide to Bulmer church) sug-
gested that the church site at TL843/401 - 
which commands wide views and stands upon 
a little knoll52  - looked appropriate for a 
pagan sanctuary; If It had been Thunderlow, 
however, one wonders why that was not the 
name of the parish. 

Slaughter himself did not discuss Thun-
derlow, but suggested that the lost Binsley 
was to be equated with Kitchen(s) Farm (at 
TL855/408) as this lies In the right area, 
and was 'often referred to as an old manor'. 
In 1380 It was purchased for the College 
of St Gregory at Sudbury, and may there-
fore have gained the name Kitchen (not evi-
denced until 1545 as e.g. Kechyn) because 
It was used to grow food for the priests. The 
argument Is good, and if correct, Thunderlow 
may be Kitchen Hill, a spur extending northeast 
from the site of the farm. However, there 
does not seem to have been any identifi-
able ancient woodland nearby. 

Reaney suggested that Thunderlow Wood 
was Goldingham Hall Wood, or 'perhaps the 
small strip of unnamed wood on higher ground 
to the southwest'. It has not been possible 
to identify the unnamed wood, unless It was 
a strip marked on a mid-eighteenth-century 
estate map53  south of Goldingham Wood and 
there named Wick Grove Croft. Goldingham 
Hall Wood is named on the first edition of 
the OS 25-Inch map, 54  surveyed In 1876, 
but had already been reduced In size from 
33 acres to 13 before 1808, and was cleared 
altogether in 1947. It was the most sub-
stantial wood In Bulmer In the eighteenth 
century, and seems to have been ancient 
woodland, with hornbeam trees and an 

50 I am grateful to Mr Ashley Cooper for this observation 
(personal communication). 

51 	Cooper (1989) pp. 200-4 . 
52 	Ibid. p.106. 
53 A Map of the Manor of Goldingham Halt, the estate 

of Samuel Berkley Esq situate in Bulmer and 
Gestingthorpe in the County of Essex (1755, from 
a survey taken In 1707); EsxRO no. D/DQ 14/35. 

54 	Essex sheets XII.1 and X11.5. 
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abundance of species .55  It was south of the 
road from Bulmer to Gestingthorpe, the west 
side of the last 13 acres (roughly the cen-
tre line of the original 33 acres) running 
from about TL825/395 southeast to TL828/ 
391, near New Barn. On J. Chapman and 
P. Andre's 1 777 map Gallow Green Is shown 
just to the south of New Barn at about TL830/ 
387, and may give a further clue as to the 
Hundred meeting-place site, since the two 
are frequently associated. The presumed line 
of the Roman road (Margary's Peddar's Way) 
from Braintree to Long Melford must run 
quite close by. Moreover, just over the parish 
boundary In Gestingthorpe, was a Roman 
building, part of a small site which may have 
had a religious character. Frere wrote: 

In topographical terms the focal point 
of the site is undoubtedly the crest of the 
promontory projecting southwest from the 
plateau, some 80 m. southeast of Build-
ing I, and It may be significant that here 
was recovered a model votive axe In bronze 
as well as two Iron axeheads, all as sur-
face finds. A self-consciously primitive shrine 
in timber, or a sacred grove might well 
have occupied this position...  

The site was In use from Belgic times to 
the fourth century; though there was a de-
cline in the second half of the century, some 
of the finds would not look out of place on 
an early Saxon site . 56  There was a small early 
Saxon settlement within view. 

Though no barrow has been found near-
by - not even a ploughed-out ring-ditch 57 

- a site somewhere In this neighbourhood 
would therefore seem entirely appropriate 
both for a pagan sanctuary and a Hundred 
meeting-place. The name of the field where 
the Roman finds were made, Court field, 
may reflect the Hundred's judicial function. 
There is even the typical wide view, here 
on the south side, towards the stream. 

However, it must be admitted that there 
are difficulties In the way of this identifi-
cation. The area lies to the south of the es-
tates known to have been in Thunderlow, 
and is partly outside Bulmer parish. The 
distribution of woodland may well have al-
tered so much from the thirteenth to the 
eighteenth centuries that the whereabouts 
ofThunderlow Wood are Irrecoverable. If we 

55 	Cooper (1989) pp. 12.202; personal communication. 
56 J0 Draper. Excavations by Mr H.P. Cooper on the 

Roman Site at Hill Farm, Gestingthorpe, Essex, East 
Anglian Archaeology Report No.25 (1985). pp.2-
4,60. 

57 A. Cooper, personal communication.  

are to imagine the manor of Binsey as some-
where along Bulmer's border with Gesting-
thorpe, it might seem that Goldingham (which 
would then lie between Binsey and Belchamp) 
must also have belonged to Thunderlow, but 
in DB Goldingham is put in Hinckford Hundred. 
These difficulties can be explained away: 
other Hundreds are named from sites which 
later were outside their area, and since 
Thunderlow Is anomalous In having only three 
manors attributed to It in DB, It may ori gi-
nally have been of somewhat wider extent. 
Hinckford eventually absorbed Thunderlow, 
And the DB list(ngs may have been Incon-
sistent - or a Thunderlow heading before 
Goldingham merely accidentally omitted, as 
other headings were. The exact site of 
Thunderlow must therefore remain uncer-
tain. Though I must confess my preference 
for the Court Field/Gallows Green site, there 
are (unfortunately) several suitable sites for 
Thunderlow, whether as pagan sanctuary 
or as Hundred meeting-place, In and around 
the area of the Half-Hundred. 

TOSELAND Hunts (now Cambs) TL240/ 
626 

Mawer (1926) pp.251-2,272-3; Anderson I 
(1934) pp. 110-li. Toteslund 1086 DB; ON 
Toll, persn (gen -s), + ON lundr, 'grove'. An 
'earl of this district' called Toll died at the 
Battle ofTempsford in 921.58 . . 

DB mentions only the Hundred of this 
name, not the village (though the church 
cannot date from very much later than 1086). 
A 'large , rough, Irregularly- shaped sarsen-
stone (2 ft 8 In. x 1 ft 7 in. x 9 in. deep) in 
the churchyard against the south wall of 
the church is locally known as the "Moot-
stone" and is said to have been the ancient 
Hundred stone'. Mawer et at. claimed that 
part of the fragmentary, possibly Roman, 
possibly Saxon, road from Sandy to 
Godmanchester was known in the neigh-
bourhood of Toseland as 'Moats' or 'Moots 
Way'. Though near the eastern edge of the 
Hundred, the site is reasonably central for 
the DB population. 

UPTON/DICON/NASSABOROUGH 
Nthnts (now Cambs) TF113/026 

Bridges (1791) II p.489; Gover (1933) pp.223- 
4 9 244; Anderson I (1934) pp. 114-15; John 
Steane, Northamptonshire Landscape (London 

58 	Llber Ettensis pp.xl,xlv,99. 
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1974) p.86  and pl.26; Cambs SMR 00786. 
Uptune 1076; Optone, Opton(e)gren 1086 

DB; OE uppe, 'upper' + OE tin, 'enclosure, 
farm' (+ OE grene, '(village) green'); wt Dicon 
972-92 9  OE dic (dat p1 -urn), '(at the) ditches, 
dykes'; NassumBurgi 1215, OE nss, 'prom-
ontory of dry land In fen' + OE burh, 'fort!- 
fled place' - referring to Peterborough. 

Though the name of this double Hundred 
Is variable, the meeting-place has remained 
fairly constant. Bridges said that before the 
Dissolution Langdyke court had been 'kept 
by the Abbat and Convent at Castre', but 
'within the memory of man the Hundred court 
had been summoned to Langdyke-bush', and 
then adjourned to the Lord Exeter's house 
at Helpston. He described Langdyke Bush 
as standing 

about two furlongs to the left of the war-
ren-house, or of the great road between 
Stamford and Peterburgh, upon a high 
ground, that overlooks the country to the 
northwest, near the corner of a hedge in 
the open field called Helpston-heath, with 
a white thorn tree on the other side. 

A sketch of the site in 1721  Is Steane's 
plate 26. 

The mound known as Langdyke Bush, now 
In Ailsworth parish but at the junction with 
Upton, Ufford and Helpston parishes, stands 
in a field just to the east of where the road 
from Upton joins the north-south Roman 
road (a branch of Ermine Street), which is 
known as King Street or Langdyke. The road 
from Peterborough to Stamford crosses the 
Roman road not far to the north. Accord-
ing to the SMR, the mound stood about 70 
cm. high and appeared to be flat-topped, 
but a covering of brambles obscured the proffle. 
From this mound came both a piece of carved 
Barnack stone and a gibbet stone now In 
Helpston village. 

The brambles are now cleared away, and 
the Irregular surface of the mound Is grass-
covered. The view is still there, and the site 
is reasonably central for the DB population. 

UTTLESFORD Esx TL518/364 

VCH Esx I (London 1903) p.406 and n.3; 
R.C. Fowler, 'Uttlesford Hundred, East and 
West', TEsxAS 16 (1921-3) p.183; Reaney 
(1935) pp.516,543; Anderson III (1941) pp.35-
Q; Lawson (1981) pp.4,10,17,26,98-9; Esx 
SMR no. TL53.71. 

Udelesforda, Wdelesforda etc 1086 DB; 
probably OE *[Jdel  persn, diminutive of re-
corded Uda (gen -es), + ford. Anderson's  

suggestion that the first element Is OE 
wudu1s, 'forest pasture' appears to have 
no parallels. 

The name Is preserved In Uttlesford Bridge 
on what used to be the main London to Cam-
bridge road In Wendens Ambo. According 
to Anderson, the ford 'Is on low ground, but 
just north of It the road goes up Mutlow 
Hill' (OE *(ge)rnothlaw,  'assembly mound'), 
referring to a barrow where the sheriffs tourn 
for the Hundred was often held. R.C. Neville 
dug Into Mutlow (which he called Myrtle Hill) 
in 1847, 59  and found pottery, three Iron spear-
heads and a conical shield boss probably 
belonging to the seventh century. 

The topography of the area has no doubt 
been disturbed by the (now dismantled) railway. 
The stream Is quite small, so that It would 
have posed no problem to ford almost any-
where, except In time of flood. The site is 
central for the Hundred. 

Also In Uttlesford was Spelbeorghe, pre-
sumably for OE spell, 'speech' + OE beorg, 
'mound, hill' (see HITCHIN supra), named 
In some Anglo-Saxon bounds of Littlebury 
dated after 1008. Dr Mary Hesse has iden-
tified Spelbeorghe with Coploe Hill '60  most 
of which Is in Ickleton, WHIYI'LESFORD Hun-
dred Cambs. A road runs north-south along 
the ridge, on the west side of which are for-
midable strip lynchets. The present county 
boundary crosses the road at TL4935/4210, 
leaving the top of the hill, marked on the 
OS 1:10,000 map at TL4943 /4212, just within 
Uttlesford Hundred. Therefore, If Spelbeorghe 
were the site of some kind of meeting-place, 
it was probably common to the two neigh-
bouring Hundreds, or even to the two counties. 
It would, however, have been central for a 
territory around the Roman walled town at 
Great Chesterford. The Roman road from 
Chesterford to Strethall runs north-north-
west/south-southeast, near Spelbeorghe, cross-
ing the county boundary at TL 500/421. 

59 Sepulchra Exposita (Saffron Walden 1848), pp.9-
11.49-50. 

60 I am grateful to Mary Hesse for this reference. See 
Reaney (1935) p.530 n.1; Liber EUensts 11.58 
pp. 129,130 and n. f, 417; P.H. Sawyer. Anglo-Saxon 
Charters (London 1968) no.907, p.277; Steven Bassett, 
'In search of the origins of Anglo-Saxon kingdoms', 
In idem, ed.. The Origins of the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 
(Leicester 1989) pp.3-27, at p.25 and flg.1 .12. The 
boundaries appear to be at least four years later 
than the text of the charter. 

There Is also a furlong called Spelverden 
(presumably for spell+beorg+denu, 'valley') between 
the strip lynchets and the stream called Sawston 
ditch at c. TL491/425/CRO Ickleton terrier R63/ 
D.D.B.11 15). 
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WANSFORD Beds/Nthnts (now Cambs) 
TL074/99 1 

Liber Eliensis H ch. 11,  pp.Ix,xv, 85; Mawer 
(1926) p.198; Gover (1933) pp.245-6. 

Wylmesforda972 (MS c. 1200); Walmesford 
1184 (15th cent. MS); OE wicim (WSxn), 
w1m (Angin), (gen-es) 'of the spring' + ford. 

Though it did not give its name to one 
Hundred, the eight Hundreds ofOundie met 
at Wansford, presumably where the hand-
some medieval bridge stands (mercifully 
bypassed by the Al). Taylor has described 
the importance of Wansford in the Middle 
Ages, when a number of roads joined to cross 
the Nene. It was probably the first fording-
place upstream from the broken Roman bridge 
at Water Newton, and so took most of the 
traffic on the London-York route. 6 ' 

WENSLOW Beds 

Mawer (192 6) p.100; Anderson III (194 1) p.19. 
Weneslal 1086 DB, Wodneslawe 1169: OE 

WOclen persn (deity), (gen WOdnes) + OE hlãw, 
'mound, hill'. 

There are no clues as to the site. The Half-
Hundred included five settlements, and is 
not mentioned after 1287. 

WETHERLIEY Cambs ? TL367/515 

Anderson I (1934) pp.  104-5; Reaney (1943) 
p.69; RCHM Cambs I, West Cambs (1968), 
pp. 129,135; VCH Cambs V (1973) p. 138 n. 5; 
Cambs SMR 03288. 

Wedretat 1086 DB; OE weer (gen p1 
weIJra), 'a castrated ram, a wether', + lëah, 
'woodland clearing'. 

The name is now lost, and does not ap-
pear to have been used for a settlement. Clues 
to its siting are Wetherle Grene 1322, in 
Barrington; Wetherle(e)feld fourteenth century, 

61 C.C. Taylor, Roads and Tracks of Britain (London 
1979) pp. 121-2,194. 

62 Reaney characterised this reference as 'near the 
Whole Way' , but Professor J.H. Baker (Archivist 
of St Catharine's College) has kindly checked the 
reference for me, and it appears that there are two 
descriptions of separate pieces of land, one to a 
piece of land near Wetherle Grene, the other, 
immediately afterwards, to another piece of land 
near the Whole Way. The deed (in St Catharine's 
Barrington Collection V111 /I I 16, dated the Sunday 
before 55. Simon and Jude 16 Edw.II, i.e. 24 October 
1322) does not state, therefore, that Wetherley Green 
was near the Whole Way (which in Barrington runs 
nowhere near the Maypole site). On the modern 
six-inch map, it is a track running southwest from 
Hariton, with an angle at 377/519, then south- 

in Little Eversden, Wedyrleweye 1402 etc. in 
Harlton. VCH noted that the name was also 
recorded c. 1275. Reaney said 

The place must have been near the high 
ground (once woodland) jutting eastwards 
into the hundred near the junction of the 
parishes of Orwell, Little Eversden, Hariton 
and Barrington. 

The best suggestion appears to be a mound 
(150 ft diameter and only 6-9 In. high) at 
Maypole Farm, which is just in Harlton parish 
but near the junction of four parishes and 
two Roman roads. The site of the Maypole 
is shown on this mound on the 1825 map 
of the estates of Queens'College, Cambridge, 
on the 1836 map, and on the first edition 
of the OS 25-inch map (1886). According 
to RCHM, pottery dating from the eleventh 
century to the fourteenth has been found 
on the surface of the mound. 

Though on the northwestern boundary with 
LONGSTOW (which forms a compact 
subrectangular block with Wetherley), the 
Maypole site is quite central for the Hun-
dred. It is 'on a prominent hill, 200 ft above 
sea level', with a wide view towards the north. 
A visit to the site in September 1992 failed 
to identify the mound among the long grass. 

WHITTIIESFORD Cambs TL484/472 

Anderson I (1934) pp. 102-3; Reaney (1943) 
pp.92,98. 

Witelesford 1086 DB; OE Wit(t)el persn, 
(gen Witles) + ford. 

Named from the village of Whittlesford 
(Witelesforde 1086 DB; the second small-
est settlement in the Hundred), or from the 
ford which gave its name to both. 

Unfortunately, it is not clear which ford 
this was. C.C. Taylor has argued that 
Whittlesford village originally ran east-west 
along a main street, and that the ford was 
that at TL476/485 64  where there is now a 
footbridge leading to a path to Sawston - 
though a mill and drainage have altered the 
river topography and there are several separate 

southwest towards Barrington. 
It must therefore be a coincidence that on the 

Orwell 1836 plan of Carriage Roads etc. (Cambridge 
University Library MS Plans R.a.8) the name Hole 
Way is written along the major Roman road, just 
within Orwell parish, and In the 1686 Orwell estate 
map (CUL Maps.Deposited R.a. 1) a field by the road 
at the same spot is named Hollway Furlong. 

63 Now held In Cambridge University Library, Queens' 
College no. 355/A and B, map on p. 17. 

64 C.C. Taylor. Roads and Tracks (1979) pp.106-7. 
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streams. However, about a mile to the south 
one of the branches of the Icknield Way also 
crossed the Cam at a ford, where there was 
later a bridge called Wytllsfordebrige 1279. 
There is now a bypass and the present bridge 
is a little to the south. Four parishes Joined 
at this spot, and it would have made a good 
and typical meeting place, especially, per-
haps, for the moot of the county notables 
at Whittlesford In the late tenth century. 65 

In the later Middle Ages a priory with a 'hospital' 
(a hostel for wayfarers?) was founded nearby. 66  
The area of the Hundred is very small, and 
any of the suggested sites would have been 
close for the DB population. 

However, a Mutlow Is later evidenced, 
probably with Mitlowdene in c. 1280 in Duxford 
and certainly In 1598 In Whittlesford, with 
Moutlow Moor. N. Maynard, a local antiquary, 
marks Mutlow Hill on his 1837 manuscript 
map of Whittlesford 67  with a large pink spot, 
the same symbol as he used for the Chronicle 
Hills, which are known to have been Ro-
man barrows (now ploughed away) . Though 
Mutlow Hill is not identifiable on the ground, 
it was therefore probably a mound, whether 
sepulchral or not. At roughly TL448/481, 
it is in Whittlesford parish and Hundred, 
but very close to the border with Thriplow 
parish and Hundred. Along this boundary, 
Just northwest of Mutlow, Maynard marks 
Muttler's Pit and Muttelers, these names 
probably being corruptions of Mutlow, and 
connecting Muttlerway - which ran through 
the open fields of Newton, in THRIPLOW 
Hundred - with Mutlow. Muflow may therefore 
have been a Joint meeting place for the two 
Hundreds at least from the thirteenth cen-
tury onwards. On the borders of U1TLESFORD 
Hundred (Esx) and Whittlesford was the lost 
Spelbeorghe, which may have been a Joint 
meeting-place for these two Hundreds. 

WILLYBROOK Nthnts TLO07/970 
(King's Cliffe church) 

Anderson I (1934) pp. 115-16; Gover (1933) 
pp.4,198-9. 

Wilebroc 1 086 DB; OE Anglian *wilig, 
'willow', + OE brôc, 'brook'. 

Named from the Willow Brook, 'a small 
stream that rises west of Corby and runs 

65 	Liber Eliensis p.109. 
66 	C.E. Sayle, 'The Chapel of the Hospital of St John, 

Duxford (Whittlesford Bridge)', PCambsAS 10 (1898- 
1903) pp.375-9; VCH Cambs II (1948) p.91  n.74. 

67 Included in the papers of his son, G.N. Maynard; 
Cambs RO R 58/5/9 p. 165 . 

past King's Cliffe to the Nene'. In the four-
teenth century the Hundred Court was held 
at King's Cliffe by the Willow Brook. The 
church stands on high ground close to the 
substantial stream, and here a meeting-place 
in the churchyard, well above the flood plain, 
would seem an obvious choice, but there 
is no evidence. The site would have been 
reasonably central for the Hundred. 

WIXAMTREE Beds TL129/466 

Mawer (1926) pp.87-8; Anderson III (1941) 
pp.20-1; Bigmore (1979) p. 73 . 

Wichestanestou 1086 DB; OE Wthstwi persn 
(gen -es) + OE stow, 'place of assembly'; 
Wicstanestre 1163, + OE trëo(w), 'tree'. The 
substitution of 'tree' for the more general 
'place' is also found in Grimbald's Ash Hundred, 
Gloucs. 

The site of the meeting-place Is 'tradi-
tionally associated' with Deadman's Oak, 
at the southern tip of Sheerhatch Wood, 
Willington; Bigmore remarked that 'a number 
of tracks and footpaths radiate from it'. It 
was recorded as Shirhacche from 1 369 (now 
Sheerhatch Wood), presumably for OE scr, 
'shire' + k (dat sg, ac), '(at the) oak'. Deadman's 
Oak is marked on the OS 1: 10, 000 map at 
TL129/466, at the Junction of the borders 
of Willlngton, Moggerhanger and Northill 
parishes. Its name may Indicate the former 
presence of a gallows nearby. 

Sheerhatch Wood occupies the top of a 
ridge, with a wide view. There Is still an 
oak tree with a thick trunk on the NE cor -
ner of the crossroads, and other tall ones 
Just within the wood. 

Acknowledgments 

My grateful thanks are owed to a large number 
of people; too many, unfortunately, for me 
to be able to mention all of them here. The 
few that I name (not in any hierarchical order) 
are therefore representative of the many. 

First, Margaret Gelling, not only for ap-
prising me of two articles which I might well 
have missed, but also for her books and pa-
pers, without Which (together with Anderson-
Arngart's great Hundred Names) this work would 
not have been possible - another example 
of a dwarf standing on giants' shoulders. 

Second, to the staff of Cambridge Uni-
versity Library, but in particular Mr R. 
Fairclough and his staff in the Map Room, 
who with cheerfulness and patience pro-
vided help and the multitude of multivarious 



92 
	 Audrey L. Meaney 

maps I needed constantly to consult. 
Third, to the guardians of the archaeo-

logical Sites and Monuments Records, and 
of the Record Offices of the various mod-
ern Counties touched upon in this study 
(Beds., Cambs., Essex, Herts. , Lincs. , Norfolk, 
Northants., Suffolk), especially to Nesta Rooke 
and the RO staff in Cambridge. 

Fourth, to Alison Taylor, the Cambridge 
County Archaeologist and her staff, in par-
ticular Tim Malim and those involved in 
drawing my maps, especially Ben Robinson. 

Fifth, to Sarah Bendall for understand-
ing patience when an unfortunate accident 
followed by inclement weather deprived me 
of the mobility necessary to visit offices and 
sites, and thereby prevented me from de-
livering the final form of this paper as soon 
as I should. 

Finally (but not least), to people in the 
neighbourhood of the meeting-place sites 
who sometimes answered my incomprehensible 
questions with patience, sometimes enthu-
siastically shared with me their incompa-
rable local knowledge. 

I could not have completed this study 
without the help of all these people, named 
and unnamed, to whom I am deeply grate-
ful; they are not, of course, responsible for 
any errors remaining in it. 

References 

Primary text 
Buiu, E.O. (ed.) 1962. LtberEliensts. Camden 

3rd ser 92. London. 

Secondary works (abbreviated in text to 
author's name + date) 

ADKINS R.A. & M.R. PETCHEy. 1984. Secklow 
Hundred mound and other meeting-place 
mounds in England, Archaeological Journal 
(hereafterArchaeJ) 141: 243-51. 

ANDERSON, O.S. 1934. The English hundred-
names I. Acta Universitatis Lundensis new 
series 30 no. 1. 

ANDERSON, O.S. 1941. The English hundred-
names III, Acta Universitatis Lundensis 
new series 37 no. 1. 

BIGMORE, P. 1979. Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire Landscape. London. 

BLOMEFIELD, F. 1805-10. An Essay Towards 
a Topographical History of the County of 
Norfolk,- continued by Charles Parkin, ed. 
by F.B. Parkin, 11 vols. London. 

BRIDGES, J. 1791. History of Northampton-
shire, 2 vols. Oxford. 

CHRIS'IY, M. 1925-8. The Essex hundred-moots: 
an attempt to identify their meeting-places, 
Transactions of the Essex Archaeological 
Society n.s.18:172-97. 

COOPER, A. 1983. The Long Furrow (2nd edition 
1989). 

DUMVILLE, D. 1989. The Tribal Hidage: an 
introduction to its texts and their his-
tory', in S. Bassett (ed.), The Origins of 
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms: 225-30. Leicester. 

EMMISON, F.G. 1928. Meeting places of Stodden 
and Redbournstoke hundreds, Publica-
tions of the Bedfordshire Historical Record 
Society 12: 93-6. 

GELLING, M. 1984. Place-Names in the Landscape 
London. 

GOVER, J.E.B., A. MAWER & F.M. STENTON. 1933. 
Place-Names of Northamptonshire, Eng-
lish Place-Name Society (hereafter EPNS) 
10. Cambridge. 

GOVER, J.E.B. , A. MAWER & F.M. STENTON. 1938. 
The Place-Names of Hertfordshire, EPNS 
15. Cambridge. 

LAWSON, A.J. et al. 1981. The barrows of East 
Anglia, East Anglian Archaeology Report 12. 

LYSONS, D. & S. LYSONS 1808. Magna Britan- 
nia II. London. 

MAWER, A. & F.M. STENTON. 1926. The Place-
Names of Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire, 
EPNS 3. Cambridge. 

REANEY, P.H. 1935.The Place-Names of Es-
sex, EPNS 12. Cambridge. 

REANEY, P.H. 1943. The Place-Names of Cam-
bridgeshire and the Isle of Ely, EPNS 19. 
Cambridge. 

SMITH, A.H. 1956. English Place-Name Ele- 
ments, EPNS 25-6, 2 vols. Cambridge. 

STREATFEILD, G.S. 1884. Lincolnshire and the 
Danes. London. 

THORN, F.R. 1989. Hundreds and Wapentakes, 
in A. Williams & R.W.H. Erskine (eds.), 
The Huntingdonshire Domesday, Alecto 
Historical Editions: 24-30. London. 

THORN, F.R. 1990. Hundreds and Wapentakes, 
in A. Williams & R.W.H. Erskine (eds.), 
The Cambridgeshire Domesday, Alecto His-
torical Editions: 18-26. London. 



. . 	Proceedings V 	1993. 

. Price 9.10 for members, 9.12 for non-members 

Contents 	. • 	 . 

A Prehistoric Enclosure at Sawston, Cambridgeshire. A Survey by the 
Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England 

C.C. Taylor, P. Topping & A. Oswald '. 	5-9 

An Investigation of Multi-Period Cropmarks at Manor  Farm, Harston 
-Tim Malim 11-54 

Archaeological Excavations at Little Paxton, Diddingtoii; Cambridgeshire, 
. 	1992-3: First Interim Report: The Romano-British Period 	. 

Alex Jones & lain Ferris 	 . . 	: 	 : 55-66 

Gazetteer. of Hundred and Wapentake Meeting-Places of the Cambridge 
Region 

Audrey L. Meaney 	 . 67-92 

Saxon Commons in South Cambridgeshire 
Susan Oosthuizen 	 . 	. 93-100 

Cambridgeshire Earthwork Surveys VI 
A.E Brown& C.C. Taylor 101-11 

Archaeological Investigations at the White Hart, Ely 1991-2 
Alex Jones, with contributions from Lisa Moffett & Stephanie Ratkai 113-37 

Ten Carmelite Roundels at Queens"' College Cambridge 
Hilary Wayment 	 . 139-56 

Ely Bricks and Roof-Tiles and their Distribution in Norfolk and Elsewhere 
in the Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries 

Robin Lucas 157-62 ,  

Field-Work in Cambridgeshire: January 1993-September 1993 
Alison Taylor & Christopher Evans 163-71 

Index 173-85 


