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Cambridge Archaeology Field Group: Three Earthwork Surveys 
(Vol. LXXXI, pp. 39-49) 

Paul E. Firman was the author of the drawings for the report. 
The Field Group wishes to thank him, and also the late Kenneth Kenham 

for his contribution to the documentary research. 



field-Work in Cambridgeshire.* January1993- 
, September 1993 

Alison Taylor & Christopher Evans 

The following field-work has been carried out 
by Cambridgeshire County Council Archae-
ology Section: 

Alison Taylor 

Excavation Summaries 

Bassingbourn Moat TL330441 

Simon Bray, for R. Warboys Esq. 

A watching brief on foundation trenches that 
were being excavated within a moat that 
encloses the church and graveyard of 
Bássingbourn showed that the profile of the 
present moat was not original but had been 
re-cut about 5 m. northeast of the medieval 
ditch. A 20 cm. thick possible palaeosol was 
all that survived beneath 50 cm. of modern 
make-up. No dating evidence was retrieved. 

Brampton TL20257085 

Ken Welsh, for Yelcon Homes 

A small pit, sealed beneath a layer of allu-
vium, contained sherds of at least six Beaker 

. vessels as well as fragments of charcoal and 
burnt bone. An ancient stream channel and 
other natural features were located. 

Borough Pen, Iron Agefort TF192073 

Ron Mckenna (Peterborough Museum) and 
Tim Malim 

Dyke clearance of Red Cow Drain exposed 
two of the Fort's defensive ditches, Internal 

banks and other features. Monoliths for en-
vironmental analysis were taken from the 
organically rich and waterlogged basal de-
posits, and large sherds of Iron Age pottery 
were found, as well as a complete horse's 
head suggestive of ritual deposition. 

The main ditches were 10.5 m. wide at 
the top and 4.4 m. at the base, 2.3 m. deep, 
and with sides sloping down at 45 0  angle. 
The banks showed evidence of revetting or 
ramparts and survived to a height of 0.8 m., 
and were up to 13 m. wide. The outer ditch 
was 30 m. further south and was 3.5  m. wide 
and 1.3 m. deep. 

Cambridge TL44955858 

Simon Bray, for Eaden Lilley 

Stratified post-medieval deposits were re-
corded in a small area beneath Eaden Lilley, 
in central Cambridge. Pits, including a probable 
quarry, and a stone-lined well were noted. 

Ely, Angel Drove TL542796 

Judith Roberts, for Tesco Stores Ltd 

Assessment trenches revealed no archaeo-
logical remains. 

Fowlmere/Melbourn, Bran Ditch 
TL40474486 

Ken Welsh, for English Heritage 

Two trenches were excavate'd across Bran 
Ditch, close to Black Peak and the presumed 
northwestern terminus of the ditch, where 
It reaches a wet and marshy area. Here, at 
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least, Bran Ditch no longer exists as an earth-
work, although its line still forms part of 
the parish boundary betweenFowlmere and 
Melbourn. Aerial photographs revealed a recti-
linear enclosure immediately to the south-
west, running around Black Peak. 

Excavation of Trench A revealed a profile 
for Bran Ditch that was 6 m. wide and 1.8 
m. deep from the surface of the natural chalk. 
It showed an initial period of rapid weath-
ering of the sides after which it might have 
been partially cleaned out. A stable profile 
became established soon after. The remains 
of the bank were found on the northeast-
ern side of the ditch: a layer of redeposited 
chalk rubble, 0. 13 m. thick and 9.3 m. wide, 
with a berm of about 1.5 m. A trench filled 
with chalk packing stones showed that the 
bank was revetted or palisaded at the time 
of its construction, presumably to prevent 
chalk rubble from falling back into the trench. 

The second trench (Trench B), adjacent 
to the northern terminus, revealed a much-
reduced profile for Bran Ditch, perhaps in-
dicating that it did indeed terminate in this 
area. However, a water pipe and inspection 
cover, laid in the early 1980s to top up wa-
ter levels in the RSPB reserve, appears to 
have destroyed the extreme end of the ditch, 
and its northeastern end has also been sub-
stantially truncated in recent times (prob-
ably by quarrying), so that its full profile 
was not available. The nature of the chalk 
forming the base of the ditch suggested that 
it might have contained standing water at 
some early period of its history. An uniden-
tified and undated circular feature, 3.5 m. 
across and 0.9 m. deep, with inwardly in-
dined post-holes- within its perimeter, was 
excavated In the southwestern side of the 
ditch. Although intercutting with Bran Ditch, 
their stratigraphic relationship could not be 
ascertained as the upper fills of both were 
very similar. The similarity of their primary 
fills suggests that they could be contempo-
rary. 

The bank material in Trench A sealed a 
burled soil, the upper part of which con-
tamed Iron Age and Roman pottery. In the 
lower part were found substantial numbers 
of Mesolithic or early Neolithic struck flint 
flakes. The freshness of the flint suggests 
that tool production was carried out here. 

On the southwestern side of Bran Ditch, 
a ditch around Black Peak was revealed. It 
enclosed an area of about 0.4 ha., and a 
section across tha ditch showed it to be 2.65 
m. wide and 0.95 m. deep. Pottery in the 
lowest fill dated from the late Iron Age. 

Fowlinere, High Street TL423 54595-
TL42484580 

Paul Spoerry, for Lewis Patten, Chartered 
Architects 

Trial trenches near the Round Moat and in 
an area between the moat and the High Street 
revealed the following archaeological features: 
a small Iron Age ditch; evidence for a structure 
and occupation, probably of medieval date, 
within a few metres of the moat; upcast thrown 
up by cleaning and recutting the moat in 
the Middle Ages, covering features noted above; 
a pond consisting of  natural clay-filled hollow, 
altered to improve water-management; me-
dieval settlement evidence adjacent to the 
High Street, damaged by later buildings; and 
traces of eighteenth-century cottages. 

Foxton TL4 13470 

Stephen Macaulay, for English Heritage 

Extensive Iron Age and Roman settlement 
cropmarks were examined in order to as-
sess the impact of continued ploughing on 
a scheduled monument. Numerous Iron Age 
features, Including a circular ditched enclosure, 
pits, ditches and palisade trenches (some 
containing burnt daub) were excavated. 

A ditched trackway showed evidence of 
late Iron Age and Roman date. Roman arte-
facts, including 38 nails, a bone gaming piece 
and pottery, mostly found in topsoil, illus-
trate levels that had already been destroyed. 
There were large quantities of animal bone, 
some of it burnt or butchered. It is thought 
the main focus of both Iron Age and Roman 
settlement was a short distance from the 
excavated area. An undated crouched skel-
eton was found in one ditch. 

Hinxton TL496448 

Stephanie Leith, for the Wellcome Trust 

Assessment trenches on the grounds of Hinxton 
Hall, revealed a discrete area of early-me-
dieval (eleventh- to twelfth-century) occu-
pation. Evidence was found of post-medieval 
buildings, which probably relate to those known 
to have been demolished at the time of the 
emparkment in the mid-nineteenth century. 
Ditches that produced worked flints are thought 
to be a separate prehistoric phase, but other 
massive ditches are currently undated. Clunch 
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wall foundations are thought to be bound-
ary walls related to fields Indicated on a plan 
of 183 1. Large-scale excavations are con-
tinuing in 1994 and will examine numer-
ous features identified by geophysical survey. 

Huntingdon, High Street TL2371 7194 

Richard Heawood, for Headley Stokes As-
sociates 

Medieval rubbish and cess pits containing 
pottery and animal bone were excavated during 
construction work. Further work will con-
tinue in 1993-4. 

Huntingdon, Spittals Way medieval burials 
TL229732 

David Mitchell, for Cambridgeshire County 
Council, Transportation Department 

Portions of between 55-60 skeletons of me-
dieval date were excavated following disturbance 
for road widening. A wide range of ages was 
present, from neonatal/infant up to older 
adults. Some showed signs of leprosy and 
other diseases, so the cemetery is thought 
to be associated with the Leper hospital of 
St Margaret, which was founded in the late 
twelfth century and closed in 1341. 

Linton TL56704700 

Ken Welsh, for Bidwells 

Assessment trenches revealed no archaeo-
logical remains. 

Littleport TL532903 

Richard Heawood, for P.J. Thorry Ltd 

Assessment trenches revealed no archaeo-
logical remains apart from two undated shallow 
rings c. 9.5 m. in diameter. 

St Neots, Eynesbury TL182590 

Mary Alexander, for Alsop Verrill Planning 
Consultants 

Geophysical survey revealed a dense com-
plex of magnetic anomalies suggesting set-
tlement and agricultural enclosures. 

Test pits located over geophysical anomalies 
in school playing fields located a Roman road 
and substantial Roman pits and ditches, rich 
in occupation materials, mainly dating from 
the third century onwards. 

St Neots, Eynesbury TL184583 

Stephen Kemp, for G.L. Hearn and Partners 

Trenching revealed an interrupted ring-ditch 
approximately 15 m. in diameter. A post align-
ment crossed the 'entrance way', of which 
the posts were deliberately removed at a later 
date. A number of pits lay outside the en-
closed area of the ring-ditch, and charcoal 
and burnt clay were found within. 

A Roman/post-Roman trackway bounded 
on either side by ditches crossed the area. 
The northern ditch was partially excavated; 
the trench ran through the entrance way that 
was shown on the aerial photographs. Two 
ditches cut across the trackway within the 
trench. 

The majority of the archaeological remains 
lay on a gravel terrace in the northern part 
of the site. In the south, where deeper soils 
were recorded, much of the site had been 
disturbed by pitting and quarrying associ-
ated with the construction of the A45. However, 
a semi-circular ditch was found at a depth 
of 0.70 m.; this is likely to be of prehistoric 
date. Other ditches in this southern area 
cut through the alluvium and a buried soil. 
These deposits have been disturbed by me-
dieval and post-medieval ploughing. 

St Neots Priory TL182603 

Mary Alexander, for Januarys Consultant 
Surveyors 

A part of the medieval Priory burial ground 
was revealed, lying below some Victorian activity, 
including a cess pit, and a 1.0 m. layer of 
ground make-up dated to the seventeenth-
to eighteenth-century. Twenty whole or partial 
skeletons were excavated, their location 
suggesting that burial intensity increased 
towards the north, nearer to the site of the 
Priory buildings. Study of the skeletons has 
revealed significant medical details reflect-
ing aspects of medieval life, both monastic 
and secular. One individual was buried with 
a series of Iron half-hoops lying below the 
body. Another burial contained a base 
metal vessel, possibly a priest's chalice. The 
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southernmost end of the area revealed the 
edge of a large pit. This feature contained 
much burnt building material, indicating earlier, 
possibly Saxon, structures In the immedi-
ate vicinity. 

The Stukeleys, TL20607200 and 
TL20007230 

Ken Welsh, for Huntingdon Steeplechase Ltd 

The first area produced settlement evidence 
consisting of flint scatters, ditches and post-
holes on a gravel terrace, provisionally dated 
to the Bronze Age by pottery. A prehistoric 
stream channel with associated riverside activities 
such as burning and burnt cobbles (and a 
sherd of Iron Age pot), was sealed beneath 
thick alluvium. In the second area, also sealed 
by prehistoric alluvial silt, burnt tree-boles 
and worked flints perhaps demonstrated 
woodland clearance in the Neolithic period. 
Excavations will continue in 1994. 

SwafJham Prior, Goodwin Farm (NGR 
withheld) 

Simon Bray, on behalf of English Heritage 

Excavation over a cropmark site revealed two 
masonry buildings interpreted as Roman 
shrines, and eight burials, at least three of 
which were Anglo-Saxon in date. The cropmarks 
were similar in plan to other known Roman 
temples, and the position of this site on a 
commanding hill overlooking the fen edge, 
and connected to Reach villa by a trackway, 
would confirm the interpretation of it as a 
shrine. The occurrence of Anglo-Saxon burials 
is especially interesting in the context of Roman-
Saxon transition and in the proximity of Devil's 
Dyke, only 300 m. away. One Anglo-Saxon 
burial was accompanied by 114  amber and 
three silver-in-glass-beads, a small-long brooch 
and iron knife, and another by a complete 
pot. 

Swavesey, Ryders Farm TL36403840, 
medieval hail 

Simon Bray, on behalf of J. Dyer Esq. 

An excavation within a farmhouse in Swavesey; 
which dates to the mid-thirteenth century, 
was carried out in advance of major resto-
ration. A series of alterations and features 

were found which greatly increased the size 
and comfort of the house, attributed to the 
mid-seventeenth to early eighteenth century. 
The alterations Include a complex drainage 
system beneath the floor of the main hall, 
the infilling of some of the main structural 
wall with bricks, conversion into a two sto-
rey dwelling and construction of three ex-
tensions to the south and east of the main 
hail. 

A thick, compact layer of deliberately de-
posited clay was found extending beneath 
the whole of the house. It has been inter-
preted as a house platform laid during the 
initial phase of construction during the mid-
thirteenth century. 

Tilbrook Cross-Base TL080694 

Simon Bray, for Tilbrook Parish Council 

A test pit on the site from which a stone 
cross-shaft had been removed for safe-keeping 
uncovered the cross' square (670 mm.) pedestal. 

Trumpington/Great Shelford, Cambridge 
Southern Relief Road assessment 

Excavated by Stephen Kemp, on behalf of 
Cambridgeshire County Council (Transpor-
tation) 

Assessment trenches, over areas where ex-
tensive cropmarks indicated early settlement 
that could be affected by the proposed road, 
indicated a surprisingly empty landscape despite 
the presence of two Iron Age hill-forts 
(Wandlebury and War Ditches), a major Ro-
man road and an extensive prehistoric set-
tlement beneath Addenbrooke's Hospital. 

Trenches located three sub-rectangular 
enclosures on land that sloped up towards 
the Gog Magog hills. These must have been 
used for agriculture rather than settlement 
as they were quite barren of artefacts or other 
dating evidence, although concentrations of 
Roman pottery were found nearby. Many other 
ditches were sampled and their purpose (many 
which followed the natural slope) was pre-
sumably drainage, as their gleyed fills and 
molluscan evidence suggested Irregular 
waterlogging. Other ditches crossed the contours 
and are thought to have been informal and 
shifting boundaries dating to medieval and 
later periods, when, before Enclosure, this 
boggy, marginal land is known to have been 
common pasture. 
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Wansford TL08439960 

Simon Bray, for Nene Valley Service Station 

Assessment trenches revealed no archaeo-
logical remains. 

Waterbeach, Car Dyke Roman Canal 
TL494650 

Chesterton - suburbs of Durobrivae 
Sawston - Borough Hill Iron Age hill-fort 

Construction of pipe-lines was watched at 
the following locations: 
Comberton-Eversden 
Marholm-Upton 
Sawtry 
Wandlebury.  

Stephen Macaulay and Tim Reynolds, for 
English Heritage 

A trench, cut as part of a management pro-
gramme, showed that the original Roman dyke 
was over 24 m. wide, and 4 m. deep with a 
shallow profile. Quantities of pottery found 
In the lowest levels dated to Antoninus (140 
t-180w). Waterlogged conditions have pre-

served organic material of the same date. 
On the west side of the dyke, where an original 
bank survived until it was destroyed by modern 
ploughing, our trench located an old ground 
surface that might have been the original 
land surface during the dyke construction. 
Unfortunately, recutting of the dyke in the 
seventeenth century destroyed most of the 
Roman levels. Mollusca were found, which 
suggest fast-flowing water Indicative of  canal 
rather than a catchwater. 

Wicken, Dimmocks Cote TL546724 

Simon Bray, for Euston Lime Co. 

Expansion of a lime quarry at Dimmocks Cote 
Road has continued to reveal evidence of Bronze 
Age settlement. Gulleys, pits, and post-holes 
have been found, especially well preserved 
beneath a medieval furlong boundary, and 
these features are associated with a con-
temporary buried soil. Beaker and Late Bronze 
Age pottery have been found as well as ar 
eas of burning and a loom weight. 

Wisbech St Mary TL38850750 

Stephen Macaulay, for G. Patrick Esq. 

Assessment trenches revealed no significant 
archaeological remains. 

Other archaeological projects included field-
walking surveys at: 
Bassingbourn - John of Gaunts Castle  

Cambridge Archaeological Unit, 
University of Cambridge - 1993 
Excavation Summaries 

Christopher Evans 

Cambridge - The Bath Hotel, Bene't Street 
TL44865832 

Refurbishment during May resulted in the 
partial exposure of the building's original 
seventeenth-century timber-frame. Recording 
by members of the CAU and the Cambridge 
Historic Buildings Group has enabled recon-
struction of both the south and north el-
evations. Preliminary examination of the timber 
indicates that much of the frame was of Imported 
Scandinavian pine. 

Cambridge - Bene't Court TL4460 5835 

Excavation was undertaken from April to June 
in the courtyard between the Eagle pub and 
the back of the Arts Theatre. In the light of 
the site's off-frontage location significant post-
medieval disturbance (e.g. cellars) was not 
expected and survival of Saxo-Norman re-
mains anticipated. This proved not to be the 
case - the intensity of medieval pitting had 
destroyed almost all earlier strata. However, 
the paucity of residual Saxo-Norman arte-
facts would suggest that such occupation 
had never there been present. 

The earliest features were a small rem-
nant of a clay floor, overlying a buried soil, 
and a stratigraphicaily early well. The sec-
ond phase consists of a number of large pits, 
probably gravel quarries, which were dug 
and rapidly backfllled during the thirteenth 
century. This phase of quarrying was fol-
lowed by a period of horticultural usage, re-
sulting In the inter-mixing of the upper quarry 
pit fills. Along the northern edge of the site 
an east/west lane, whose line corresponds 
to the extant passageway between numbers 
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10 and 11 King's Parade, was laid upon a 
bed of rammed gravel. This thoroughfare was 
apparently renewed on a number of occa-
sions; in one interlude a post-built struc-
ture encroached upon it, possibly utilising 
the gravel for flooring. During this phase a 
possibly contemporary lane was laid in the 
southern end of the site, its east/west axis 
corresponding to the passage between 8 and 
9 King's Parade. Subsequently, the south-
ern part of the site was turned over for back-
plot activities, including large numbers of 
pits and wells; the northern lane was also 
bordered by at least one well. Following this, 
the latter laneway ceased to function and a 
building placed such that its southern wall 
ran lengthwise along the centre of the lane. 
Consisting of plum-purple bricks, this wall 
is tentatively assigned to the fourteenth to 
fifteenth centuries. Given this date the de-
mise of the lane may reflect off-site devel-
opments (i.e. College construction). The 
lane-covering brick structure was superseded 
by another building of mortared clunch-block 
construction, on a similar orientation. The 
southern half of the site may then have been 
paved as one large courtyard, though this 
is difficult to show clearly due to extensive 
later pitting. Contemporary with, or possi-
bly after this building had gone out of use, 
a large ditch was excavated parallel with the 
wall, apparently in order to quarry the gravel 
laneway (early sixteenth century). Subsequently 
the northern area was, like the southern, 
again used as back-gardens, with numer -
ous pits and wells. A final phase of build-
ing occurred in the north, probably in the 
seventeenth century; later activities includ-
ed two eighteenth-century brick wells. Fea-
tures largely destroyed by twentieth-century 
construction are otherwise recorded in docu-
mentary sources (e.g. the early nineteenth-
century plans of the Eagle and its out-buildings). 

Cambridge - Emmanuel College 
TL452 55835 

During July an assessment was carried out 
within the forecourt of the Master's Lodge. 
Evidence was found of the build-up of a gri-
cultural soils datable to the Dominican Priory 
which occupied the site before the College. 
A boundary ditch and associated building 
may also be attributable to that period. With 
the foundation of the College the area was 
made into an orchard, and later converted 
to a formal garden; features associated with 
this later usage were excavated. 

Cambridge - Fülbourn Hospital TL495565 

In May an assessment was conducted within 
the hospital grounds. Test pit sampling was 
undertaken across lawns and trenches ex-
cavated within the northwestern quarter of 
this area to evaluate both a series linear features 
and a major sub-circular cropmark (diam-
eter C. 70 m.). These proved to be substan-
tial (c. 1.30 m. deep). While earlier Bronze 
Age potte ry  (only; including decorated rusti-
cated beaker) was recovered from the primary 
fills of circular ditch, many later Bronze Age 
sherds and struck flints came from a dumped 
midden-like deposit towards the top. This would 
suggest two distinct phase of its utilisation 
(?ritual and settlement); the linear ditch system 
relating to the latter. Although worked flint 
was recovered from the test pit sampling else-
where, no other sites were recognised. Fur-
ther fieldwork is anticipated. 

Cambridge - Jesus College TL542588 

As a consequence of an assessment under-
taken last year, in March excavations were 
undertaken on the site of new College Library 
(between the east end of the Chapel and Je-
sus Lane). Much of the area was found to 
have been truncated through commercial-/ 
civic-scale quarrying in the thirteenth to four-
teenth centuries ('strip-type'). However, a minor 
ditch/beam slot and associated dump of wattle-
and timber-impressed daub attests to the pres-
ence of an earlier building in the south of 
the site. This was possibly ancillary to Con-
vent ofSt Rhadegund which occupied the grounds 
between 1133-1496. Excavated were laneway 
flanking ditches, a well, tanks and pits, all 
contemporary with the Nunnery. 

An extensive midden of  seventeenth century 
date, situated in the base of the upper gar-
den soils, was carefully excavated and more 
than 5000 artefacts were recovered. Analy-
sis of this material will provide important 
evidence as to the economy/diet of the early 
College community. 

In August human skeletons were discov -
ered by workmen during service groundworks 
in the Master's garden, former site of the 
parishioners' cemetery. Rescue excavations 
were rapidly organised and the remains of 
at least 15 bodies recovered. 

Cambridge - New Hall TL440595 

Anticipating the construction of  study centre 
and residences, in June a field assessment 
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was undertaken across much of the west-
ern half of the College grounds. Through-
out traces were found of Romano-British extra-
mural settlement, locally very dense. Whilst 
primarily of second century date, in the north-
western quarter of the grounds there was 
also evidence of later Roman usage (fourth 
century) which Involved the backfilling of 
features with 'Dark Earth' /mid den-like de-
posits. The alignment of these ditch systems 
is well off that of Huntingdon Road, the route 
from Roman Cambridge to Godmanchester. 

Cambridge - Chapel Court, St John's 
College TL44755881 

In July excavations were conducted follow-
ing a lowering of the courtyard which re-
vealed the foundations of buildings demolished 
in the nineteenth century. These seventeenth-
to eighteenth-century structures lined the 
north side of the cobbled St John's Lane and 
formed the back-end of properties fronting 
onto Bridge Street; footings of an earlier building 
were also exposed. 

Chatterts - The Langwood Farm Environs 
TL418852 

As part of English Heritage's Fenland Man-
agement Programme, in January the vast 
Chatteris 26 Iron Age and Romano-British 
complex was transect sample field-walked 
(12.5% of  ha. core area). Some 13,500 artefacts 
were thus recovered, including 6000 potsherds. 
Whilst there we also undertook rapid col-
lection on neighbouring Roman and Iron Age 
Fenland survey sites (Chatteris 14, 25 & 24). 
Site 13 (West Cottages), a cropmark com-
plex lying Just east of the main Langwood 
site, was also investigated. Two distinct spreads 
were identified: a small early post-medieval 
cluster (?seventeenth century), possibly the 
site of a windmill; the other, a Middle/later 
Iron Age settlement which probably dates 
the cropmarks. Although worked flint was 
recovered across the field, lithic 'sites' as 
such could not be delineated. 

Following field-walking and limited test-
pitting, the Chatteris 26/Langwood complex 
was further sampled through the excavation 
of 50 five-metre-square test stations laid-
out'ön a staggered 40 m. grid. Some 400 
features were thus identified and recorded 
(features present in all but four test stations). 
Two main areas of excavation were thereaf-
ter opened up to investigate the distinct Iron 

Age and Romano-British zones within this 
complex (respectively the eastern and western). 
In the latter a large stone-footed aisled building, 
only the third stone structure known from 
the Roman fens, was exposed. Further trenches 
were excavated In order to test what few 
cropmarks were visible. A linear ditch sys-
tem running along the crest of the ridge proved 
to be a droveway of Roman date, one that 
probably runs northeastwards up to Honey 
Hill and Stonea. This is clearly a major Romano-
British complex, one which has two distinct 
components (and alignments). The stone-footed 
building (possible of administrative function) 
and its ditched yards sited on the lower/ 
middle ridgeway slope, and a 'native extra-
mural' settlement clustering around the along-
ridgeway drove above It. 

The Early Iron Age portions of the site proved 
to be very dense. More than ten structures 
(of various form) were distinguished, sug-
gesting a total settlement population of more 
than 100 buildings. Whilst on site we also 
trenched the cropmark fleldsystem imme-
diately to the northeast (Site 12), which also 
proved to be of Iron Age date. These fields 
are spatially Interrelated with the West Cottages 
system, making this a very extensive and 
complete fen-edge Iron Age settlement complex. 

In late July a vast sub-circular cropmark 
configuration known just below Langwood 
Ridge was summarily investigating in a single 
day (Chatteris 23). This work was under-
taken simply to determine whether a 'camp' 
of Iron Age or earlier date lies adjacent to 
the Chatteris 26 settlement. This, however, 
proved not to be the case: the 'great curve' 
a product of aerial photographic distortion. 
The corner of a substantial Bronze Age ditch 
was sample excavated and a large pot sherd 
of that date recovered; transect field-walk-
ing was also undertaken there (artefact re-
covery rates were remarkably low when compared 
to the ridge-top, Including 'background' flint 
densities). Anew ring-ditch located in an adjacent 
field has been subsequently Identified on aerial 
photographs and, as a consequence, the Chatteris 
23/Block Fen ditch systems re-plotted. Given 
its scale, this complex seems the only (known) 
Bronze Age fieldsystem comparable to that 
at Fengate known within the fenland. 

Fen Drayton Reservoir TL333690 

The excavations, which occurred between July 
and September, were instigated as a conse-
quence of assessment field-work undertaken 
last year. The area Investigated (25 ha.) lies 
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immediately northwest of Fen Drayton vil-
lage on the edge of the alluvial terraces of 
the river Great Ouse Just west of its Junc-
ture with the Fen. The Initial occupation of 
the site occurred during the Neolithic and 
some 125 of the 140 features recorded ap-
pear to date to that period. Most were post-
holes and pits, notable was a shallow pit 
with an Inverted Neolithic bowl Incorporated 
in the fill. Few patterns can be discerned 
suggestive of structures: one is a probable 
line of large posthole/pits, possibly a fence. 
The finds are chronologically homogeneous, 
with pottery and flintwork characteristic of 
the earlier Neolithic. Analysis Is currently 
underway, but tentative interpretations suggest 
a short-lived settlement. 

The second phase of utilisation occurs two 
millenia later, during the Romano-British period. 
This includes six to eight ditches, appear-
ing to represent two phases of fleldsystems 
on slightly differing alignments. One is parallel 
to the Roman settlement investigated by trial 
trenches in 1992, whilst the other alignment 
is skewed by 45 degrees. The pottery ap-
pears to span the second to fourth centu-
ries AD. 

The alluvium-sealed buried soil was in-
vestigated by the hand-sorting of standard 
40 litre samples and one-metre-square test 
pits. This consistently contained both Neo-
lithic flint and small abraded sherds of Romano- 

British pottery. The alluvium must, there-
fore, date to the fourth century AD or later. 

Gamlingay - 'The Emplins' TL242524 

In February investigations were carried out 
at in advance of groundworks in the north-
em cross-wing of this late fifteenth-century 
building. Much of the area was found to have 
been occupied by a sunken eighteenth-century 
dairy. However, some undisturbed earlier strata 
were observed. Whilst undated, these deposits 
must pre-date the timber-frames of both the 
hall and north ranges. 

Godmanchester - Duck End Farm 
TL247697 

Relating to a housing development, in March 
ten engineer's pits were recorded as part of 
a 'make-shift' evaluation exercise. Within the 
northern half of the field the sections re-
vealed possible evidence of a Roman road 
metalling and features were exposed evidently 
associated with medieval earthworks within 
the vicinity. 

Hinxton Quarry TL487466 

Anticipating a major extension (1 3 ha.) to 
the site that had been previously investi-
gated by Cambridgeshire Archaeology in 1991 / 
2, in late August an assessment was un-
dertaken in the fields both north and south 
of the quarry. An extremely high density of 
surface lithics (average density 16 worked 
flints per 10 m. 2) was recovered through-
out; their character suggests that the large 
flint cobbles within the terrace gravels were 
utilised for production. A later Neolithic site 
was recognised as a distinct surface spread 
in the north field, however, no features were 
found to survive in association. Two cremations 
were recovered during the course of trial 
trenching across a ring-ditch within the south-
ern field. Evidently a ploughed-out barrow, 
during the later Bronze Age the monument 
apparently became a focus for flint-work-
ing: during field-walking great quantities of 
'industrial'-type debris was recovered across 
its interior and had been dumped into its 
re-cut ditch. 

Across the terrace is a dense cropmark 
network of fleldsystems and associated set-
tlement compounds, all evidently of early 
Romano-British date (second century). A 
droveway and parallel field boundary (the 
latter interrupting over the above-described 
barrow) were sample excavated within the 
southern field; in the northern, a series of 
conjoining settlement enclosures. There is 
important evidence of Roman-to-(post-)me-
dieval continuity Inasmuch as a flanking ditch 
of an early droveway dictates the hedge-line 
bordering the present approach track into 
the quarry. 

In the north field a fine Middle Saxon brooch 
was recovered during field-walking. Subse-
quent metal detection survey indicated that 
it could not be cemetery associated. The find-
spot was trial trenched and the brooch found 
to derive from the artefact-rich backfill of a 
grubenhaus. Whilst apart from a fence-line 
our investigation revealed no other contem-
porary features, the location of at least one 
other such house Is suggested by the re-
covery of Saxon pottery 80 m. to the north-
west. Further fieldwork is expected. 

Waterbeach - Goose Hall Farm 
TL48086706 

Due to the proximity of cropmark systems, 
the Roman road to Ely and the Car Dyke, 
previous to the digging of a large pond, in 
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March a seventy-five-metre-long assessment 
trench was excavated. However, no features 
nor evidence of archaeology was found. 

Weston Coville - The Moat House 
TL621 55355 

Relating to house construction, and follow-
ing from assessment excavation in 1991  , in 
March a limited evaluation was undertaken. 
A moat-related ditch was discovered, prob-
ably part of a catch-water system, and evi-
dence found of an enclosure-exterior bank. 

Whittlesford - Rayner's Farm TL465485 

In May excavations and a watching brief were 
carried out on this fifteenth- to sixteenth-
century timber-frame farmhouse. Within the 
area of the main range were revealed eight-
eenth-/nineteenth-century dump deposits seal-
ing the remains of earlier timber floors and 
a possible house platform relating to the present 
house. Watching brief observations provided 
evidence of an earlier building, and a clunch 
footing and floor associated with the present 
cross-wing. 

0. 
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