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Editorial 

My first task in this volume is to thank and pay tribute to the retiring editor, Audrey Meaney. She took the 
Proceedings through several difficult years, from 1993-7, coping in particular with new publishing technology and 
increasingly complex archaeological reports. In this time she made tremendous efforts to catch up with annual pub-
lication, so that, by September 1998, we are only nine months behind the date for which the issue is intended. This 
is despite the size and professional standards required for the only vehicle for regular reporting of most archaeo-
logical discoveries to a wide local and international readership in Cambridgeshire, as well as publishing historical 
and other antiquarian research. 

1996-7 once again had a well-filled programme for the Society, with two conferences, on Fenland Waterways in 
March and on recent archaeological excavations in November. There was an impressive programme of lectures, 
headed by Barry Cunliffe and our own ex-President Christopher Taylor, and some enjoyable excursions. It was also 
a year when the Council, and in particular its President and Secretary, were involved in efforts to protect local ser -
vices for archives, archaeology and local studies. Sadly, just as this volume was being prepared for the press, we 
heard of the deaths of two of our stalwart members and supporters. Nesta Rooke, for many years Sites and 
Monuments Officer for Cambridgeshire, and Brian Charge, Director of the Haverhill and District Archaeological 
Group, died in July 1998. 

This volume contains a few minor changes in design, principally with the intention of making better use of 
expensive space, and it follows the usual format except for the revival, after several years, of a Reviews section. As 
a first attempt it perhaps appears rather incestuous, but I hope that in future we will receive a wider range of books, 
and I would also welcome offers of suitable reviews by other writers. This is an important way to bring works that 
might easily be missed to the attention of members, and to entice them to read reports which are often more inter-
esting than their titles suggest. 

Alison Taylor 



An Iron Age Square Barrow at Diddington, Cambridgeshire 
Third Interim Report of Excavations at Little Paxton Quarry: 1996 

Alex Jones 
with contributions by Lynne Bevan and Ann Woodward 

Summary 

This report presents an interim summary of the third stage 
Of an on-going programme of archaeological investigations 
at Little Paxton Quarry, Diddington, Cambridgeshire (cen-
tred: TL 202 651: Figs. la—b), undertaken by Birmingham 
University Field Archaeology Unit on behalf of CAMAS 
Aggregates Limited (now Bardon Aggregates Limited). 
Investigations involved excavation of a rectangular enclo-
sure, possibly the remains of an Iron Age square barrow, lo-
cated in the east of the quarry concession (Area D), and 
testing two circular, adjoining cropmarked features (Area 
C): (Fig. lcJ.  These excavations followed trial-trenching 
(Jones 1992), and fieldwalking and test-pitting (Bevan 
1996; 1996a). 

Previous work 

Fieldwork within the quarry has investigated settle-
ment and activity dating from Neolithic to Romano-
British periods. Neolithic activity is represented by 
clusters of small pits, possibly forming pit circles 
(Area B, Fig. 1C), and by flint artefacts within the top-
soil. Two roughly circular features, also in Area B, may 
have formed eaves-drip gullies surrounding huts 
measuring 15m and 8m in diameter. The Mid-Late 
Iron Age is represented by farmstead enclosures (Area 
B), further enclosures examined by trial-trenching in 
Field 2, and by the enclosure /barrow discussed in this 
report. Romano-British activity was focused towards 
the south of the quarry concession (Area A) and com-
prised a 'ladder '  enclosure containing traces of timber-
framed buildings, wells and a possible 'drinking 
trough', all dating to the 3rd-4th centuries. 

This work forms part of a programme of excavation 
and research within the quarry concession which is in-
tended to determine the changing function and econ-
omy of the area, in particular focusing upon the 
potential for future comparison of structural and eco-
nomic data from four discrete Iron Age foci. Integrated 
analysis of settlement forms and patterning is also in-
tended to contribute towards a broader, multi-period, 
landscape-based study of changes in settlement in the 
Ouse Valley and in other river valley environments. 
Preliminary results of excavations of prehistoric and 

Romano-British settlements in the quarry have been 
published in two interim reports (Area A: Jones and 
Ferris 1994; Area B: Jones 1995). 

Aims 

The aims of the 1996 excavations were to recover a 
ground-plan of the cropmarked enclosure (Area D), 
and to identify and excavate any associated features; 
to determine the origin of the cropmarked features 
within Area C, and to define their form, dating and 
function, to identify any associated features and, more 
generally, to contribute towards a landscape-based 
analysis of the later prehistoric economy and the 
wider appreciation of changes in settlement forms and 
patterns. 

Methodology 

Ploughsoil was removed by a 360 excavator. Ditches 
and other negative features were sampled as widely as 
possible to identify their form and fill sequence: where 
several cuttings were hand-excavated across a single 
feature, the fill sequences in each cutting were sepa-
rately recorded, to allow the reconstruction of the spa-
tial distribution of artefacts and artefact types. Feature 
intersections were also dug to test the chronological 
sequence. Pits and postholes were half-sectioned. All 
datable feature fills were sampled objectively to recov-
er charred plant remains and small bones. Twenty litre 
samples were flotted on-site to allow selective re-sam-
pling on an informed but judgmental basis. 

Excavation Results 

Neolithic-Bronze Age (Areas C and D) 
The only feature was an elongated pit (F561: Area D, 
Figs. 2-3), cut into the gravel subsoil (2158). It was 
sub-oval, 2.5m in length, and was backfilled with 
brown silt-sand (2137). It contained four flint flakes 
and one sherd of Late Neolithic pottery in the 
Peterborough tradition, Mortlake style, and three 
sherds of Early Bronze Age pottery. This period was 
also represented by residual flint artefacts from Mid-
Late Iron Age features in Areas C and D, and by 
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clusters of Neolithic-Bronze Age flint artefacts found 
by fieldwalking (Bevan 1996). 

No evidence was found in Area C of any feature 
corresponding to the southern of the two cropmarked 
features tentatively interpreted as a ring-ditch (Fig. 
ic), despite repeated cleaning and observations dur-
ing a subsequent watching brief. 

Mid-Late Iron Age (Areas C and D) 

Barrow/enclosure 
The main feature was a rectangular barrow or enclo-
sure, defined by an encircling ditch (F550, F551). 
Other features comprised pits and postholes, all cut-
ting the subsoil (2154). Evidence for the interpretation 
of this feature as a barrow is discussed below. The fea-
ture measured 9m northeast to southwest, and 7m 
southwest to northeast (measured from the innermost 
edges of the ditches). Two gaps, im and 0.1m wide, 
were recorded. The depth and profile of ditches F550 
and F551 varied throughout their lengths. Ditch F551 
had an irregular, U-shaped profile and was a maxi-
mum of 0.6-0.8m in depth and 1.2m-1.7m in width. 
The remainder of the ditch (F550) was U-shaped with 
a basal slot, more pronounced along the western side. 
The ditch was 2.5m wide at its southwestern corner, 
narrowing to 1.4m in the northwest (F550.13). Ditches 
F550 and F551 were backfilled with brown silt-sands. 
Upper ditch fills on the eastern side of the barrow or 
enclosure had a high stone content, in contrast to the 
upper fills on its western side, which were mostly 
stone-free. 

Features within the area enclosed by ditches F550 
and F551 included a large, flat-based pit (F560: Fig. 2, 
Plate 1) with a barrel-shaped profile, which contained 
a large fragment of greenstone and fragments of 
quern stone. An oval pit (F570) was cut into Neolithic-
Bronze Age feature F561 and two gullies (F559), 
formed a right-angled intersection. A group of post-
holes (F556, F562, F555), measuring an average of 
0.3m in diameter, and a double posthole (F557) and a 
gully (F553), were also recorded. Other possible fea-
tures (2138, 2139) were probably of natural origin. 
Ditches F550 and F551 contained pottery of Mid Iron 
Age date. 

External features 
Postholes and narrow gullies were mostly aligned ap-
proximately northwest to southeast. One gully (F552) 
was cut by ditch F550. A second gully (1 7575), was cut 
into infilled ditch F550, but could not be traced to the 
west of it. Other shallow, ditched, possible field 
boundaries (F569, F574) were recorded in the west of 
Area D, and a vertically-sided gully (F554) in the 
north. A cluster of small postholes (F558, F563, F565, 
F566, F571, F572, F573, F577, F578, F579, F580), an av -
erage of 0.3m in diameter and 0.1m in depth, was lo-
cated in the south of Area D. Features attributed to 
this period in Area C (not illustrated in plan) com-
prised an irregular gully and two pits. One pit (F478) 
was backfilled with soft charcoal (2008) which con-
tained a group of plain, shell-tempered sherds of 
probable Iron Age date. Remaining features contained 
no datable artefacts. 

Romano-British (Area C: Fig. ic) 
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Figure 3. Areas C and D: sections 

Three ditches with no datable artefacts were attrib-
uted to this period on the basis of the alignment of 
two of the ditch groups perpendicular to the axis of 
the ladder enclosure excavated to the south (Fig. ic; 
Jones and Ferris 1994, Fig. 1), the identification of 
the third ditch as the cropmarked ditch aligned 
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perpendicular to the ladder enclosure, forming a con-
tinuation of its western end, and, finally, the lack of 
contrary dating evidence. 

Artefacts 

Flint 
Lynne Bevan 
The small assemblage from Areas C and D consisted 
of one barbed and tanged arrowhead, five scrapers, a 
knife, three cores, one denticulate piece and 54 flakes, 
including eight retouched, and one serrated, flakes. 
The raw material used was pebble flint from sec-
ondary deposits, light to dark grey and beige in colour 
with the thin compacted cortex characteristic of a river 
gravel origin. The flint exhibited a high incidence of 
water-rolling and re-cortification 

Stratified material came from a Neolithic-Bronze 
Age pit (F561), comprising four flakes, including a 
serrated flake of opaque light grey flint with iron 
staining on the surface and a flake, 97mm in length, of 
high quality dark grey flint from a very large pebble 
nodule. This feature also contained Late Neolithic and 
Early Bronze Age pottery with which the flint is con-
sidered contemporary. There were only two chrono-
logically-diagnostic flints, a (residual) Bronze Age 
barbed and tanged arrowhead from Mid-Late Iron 
Age ditch F550, found with an ovoid, shallow-flaked 
scraper and a retouched flake, and a 'denticulate', 
possibly a scraper (also from ditch F550), of a form 
dated to the Mid-Late Bronze Age (Saville 1981, 21; 
Harding 1991, fig. 45.84-85). 

Remaining flints are considered to be Neolithic to 
Bronze Age in date, and were residual in later features 
and topsoil. Their size indicates that very small pebble 
nodules were being utilised. Interesting items were a 
knife, retouched and utilised on either side with the 
tip missing, and a flake which had been retouched 
through re-cortification, indicating the re-use in a later 
period of a previously small flake (both from the top-
soil in Site D). 

Pottery 
Ann Woodwàrd 
From the total of 198 sherds recovered only four were 
Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age. These sherds, 
from pit F561, were in grogged fabric and included 
one decorated rim sherd which apparently had been 
refired. It bore incised herringbone decoration on and 
below the rim and belongs to the Peterborough Ware 
tradition. 

Most of the pottery was Iron Age. As in the enclo-
sures excavated previously, no diagnostic Early Iron 
Age types are present. Almost all pottery derived 
from the enclosure /barrow ditch in Area D and adja-
cent features. However, one small group of plain, 
shell-tempered pottery, probably Iron Age in date, 
was found in a posthole (F478) in Area C. Pottery was 
found in ten out of the 15 cuttings excavated through 
the enclosure /barrow ditch (F550 and F551). 
Unabraded, medium to large sherds were the norm 
and some vessels were represented by several sherds,  

including: 
( 1) approximately half a vesicular scored ware jar with ver-

tical neck, rim diameter c. 140mm, from cutting F550.04; 
a base angle sherd apparently belonging to the same ves-
sel from cutting F551.02. . 
large fragments from the mid-wall of a larger vesicular 
scored ware jar - from cuttings F550.03 an41550.06. 
larger sherds from the lower wall of a large sandy jar, 
from cutting F550.06. 
large flat rim sherd from a necked jar of wide diameter, 
C. 210mm, in a fine micaceous sandy fabric, from cutting 
F551.02. 

Most pottery was found on either side of the east-
ern entrance gap, although not at the terminals them-
selves. Parts of vessel (1) were found on different sides 
of this entrance. Within the ditch assemblage sandy 
and shell-tempered fabrics were in roughly equal pro-
portions. The occurrence of scored ware by sherd 
count was 11%, although this may have been biased 
by good survival of the scored ware jar, vessel (1). 

Gully F552, which was cut by the enclosure or bar-
row ditch F550, contained 23 sherds, none bearing 
scored surface treatment. A micaceous sandy rim 
sherd with internal bevel carried wide ribbing below 
the rim. Pit F560, possibly associated with gully F552 
or the enclosure /barrow ditch, produced 34 sherds, 
many in a fine micaceous sandy fabric. The complete 
profile of an ovoid jar was present. One vesicular 
( originally shelly) rim sherd was from a scored ware jar. 

In comparison with pottery from the enclosures pre-
viously excavated (Woodward in Jones 1995A), the 
forms present and overall percentage occurrence of 
scored ware in Area D indicate that this pottery is 
probably of Mid rather than of Late Iron Age date. 
Such a conclusion is strengthened by the complete ab-
sence of finger-rusticated rim treatments. 

Discussion 

The fieldwalking assemblage, particularly the pres-
ence of 14 scrapers, suggests some form of settlement 
in the near vicinity (Bevan 1996). Pit F561 may be one 
of a very few features of this date to survive plough 
truncation. The discovery of posthole clusters of Late 
Neolithic date, interpreted as possible pit-circles, and 
two hut circles of Early Bronze Age date (Jones 1995, 
figs. 2-3) during earlier excavations in the adjoining 
Field 4 (Fig. ic), suggests early prehistoric activity of 
both ritual and domestic character nearby. 

The regular rectilinear form, and comparatively 
small size of the Area D barrow/ enclosure, does not, 
on present evidence, appear to be paralleled at Little 
Paxton or Diddington, the remainder of the Iron Age 
enclosures being irregular or of curvilinear form. 
Analysis of air photograph evidence can form the 
basis of the assessment and classification of enclo-
sures (e.g. Whimster 1989, 26-34; Jones 1994, 100-108). 
Comparison of the measurements of the cropmarked 
and excavated Iron Age enclosures from Little Paxton 
highlights the comparatively small size of the Area D 
example. 
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Plate 2. Area D: barrow or enclosure, view north (Photo: B. Newton). Scales are im and 2m. 

Sizes of Mid-Late Iron Age Enclosures at 
Little PaxtonlDiddington 

(see Fig lcforfield numbers) 
Field 	Enclosure 	L W 
Measurements from innermost ditch edges. 
1 	(Area D) 	9m 7m 
2 	jr. 19) + 	 40 38 	(incomplete) 
2 	jr. 21) + 	 30 23 
2 	jr. 22) + 	 28 22 
2 	jr. 23) + 	 40 32 
2 	(Tr. 23) + 	 30 24 
4 	 1' 	40 30 
4 	 2 # 	 32 30 	(incomplete) 
4 	 3' 	28 28 
4 	 4' 	26 28 	(incomplete) 
+ See Jones 1992 for numbering. 
See Jones 1995A for numbering. 

The rectilinear form and size of this feature is per -
haps most closely paralleled by ditched square enclo-
sures of Iron Age date, such as those excavated at 
Maxey (Pryor 1985, Fig. 44, enclosures 17 and 18, mea-
suring 6m and 8m square respectively; Simpson 1985, 
Fig. 168, various enclosures measuring an average of 
6m by lOm), which are interpreted as ditched barrows 
of Arras type, principally found in East Yorkshire 
(Stead 1991). Such barrows originally comprised a 
mound of material dug out of the encircling quarry-
ditch, enclosing an internal burial. The form of these 
ditched sites is described by Whimster (1981, 111) as 
'almost invariably square although in many cases the 
sides are not absolutely parallel, and it is normal for 
the corners to show marked round angles'. In addi- 

tion to Maxey, a cluster of six cropmarked square bar-
rows has been located in Cambridgeshire at 
Hemingford Grey (Whimster 1981, appendix D3), 
Fulbourn, Fenstanton, Brampton, Willingham, near 
Cambridge, and at Hinxton (excavated: Alexander 
and Hill 1996). The wider distribution of square bar-
rows includes examples in Derbyshire (e.g. May 
1970), Essex (e.g. Lavender 1991), Lincolnshire, 
Dorset, Sussex and Gloucestershire (Whimster 1981, 
123). 

This site is distinguished from barrows catalogued 
by Whimster by the absence of an internal burial and 
the presence of an eastern, and possibly a northern, 
entrance causeway. No trace of a burial was found de-
spite repeated manual cleaning and subsequent mon-
itoring. Plough truncation may have removed all 
trace, as suggested for the barrow at Aston upon Trent 
Derbyshire (May 1970) where the excavator suggested 
that the original grave-cut may have been shallow, 
like the earliest examples from Yorkshire (Pryor 1985, 
260), for example at Garton Station, Yorkshire (Stead 
1991, 22). 

Entrance causeways were considered by Whimster 
to be an attribute indicative of a domestic function, as 
in the case of the ditched square enclosures at 
Lockington, Leicestershire and Tixall, Staffordshire 
(1981, 123). The presence of an entrance causeway 
does not necessarily militate against the interpretation 
of the enclosure at Little Paxton as a barrow. Stead in-
terprets a number of square ditched enclosures from 
Garton Station (Stead 1991, Fig. 20: enclosures G, H, J, 
L) and Kirkburn (op. cit. Fig. 23: enclosures K3 and K4) 
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as barrow enclosures, despite the presence of a single 
entrance causeway. Although the interpretation of this 
square barrow group from Carton Station is compli-
cated by the insertion of multiple Anglian burials into 
three of the Iron Age barrow group, and the absence 
of burials in seven such square barrows, Stead (1991, 
24) interprets all these ditched features as Iron Age 
barrows, because of their form, size, and the proximi-
ty of other datable Iron Age barrows containing buri-
als. Stead suggests that causeways were retained at 
the Carton Station barrows because access was re-
quired to their interior, leading to the construction of 
an internal bank instead of an overall mound. 
Following this interpretation, ditches F550 and F551 
in Area D at Little Paxton may be quarry ditches, in-
terrupted by a single entrance causeway. The narrow 
gap between ditches F550 and F551 on the northern 
side of the ditched barrow is an unusual feature. It is 
too narrow to define an entrance causeway, and it 
may be due to gang-work. The narrow gap between 
ditches F550 and F551 would not be unusual if fea-
tures F550 and F551 were quarry-ditches, but would 
be more unexpected in a farmstead enclosure. 

Another typical attribute of square barrows is their 
clustering. Whimster (1981, 112) suggests this may be 
more apparent than real, since over a quarter of the 
sites he identified were solitary. Statistics suggesting 
clustering are perhaps misleadingly affected by some 
very large cemeteries, and by numerous small square 
barrows measuring less than 4m in diameter. In 
Cambridgeshire, both clusters and single examples 
are recorded. 

Other pits and postholes were excavated within 
the barrow/ enclosure interior and in the south of 
Area D. Although the relationship between the two 
feature groups is not possible to determine, the pits 
and postholes may be earlier features. Other features 
may belong to an east-west aligned field system of 
Roman date. 

Datable pottery from Mid-Late Iron Age features in 
Area D may be attributed to the Mid Iron Age. An ex-
cavated enclosure complex of Mid Iron Age date has 
been excavated at Little Paxton, to the southwest of 
Area D (Area B, Fig. lc), comprising ditched enclo-
sures, interpreted as farmsteads, with associated fea-
tures (Jones 1995, 14-16). Other enclosures located to 
the north of Area D (Field 2: Fig. ic) have been broad-
ly dated to the Early-Late Iron Age by trial-trenching 
(Jones 1992). The possible square barrows excavated 
at Maxey were both cut by features of Mid Iron Age 
date, and were dated to the Early-Mid Iron Age (Pryor 
1985, 237. Pottery from the barrow /enclosure ditch 
could either be derived from earlier Iron Age activity 
on be associated with contemporary on subsequent ac-
tivity in the vicinity. Most of the pottery derived from 
the southwest corner, close to pit F560, which also 
contained pottery. However, the ditch terminals con-
tamed no pottery, in contrast to the pattern observed 
at other excavated Iron Age enclosures at Little 
Paxton/Diddington, interpreted as farmsteads (e.g. 
Fig. ic, Area B: Jones 1995A). The absence of finds 
from the possible square barrows at Maxey was one  

factor contributing to their interpretation. An alterna-
tive interpretation of the Area D ditched feature is a 
small enclosure associated with farming, its form and 
small size determined by functional factors. 

Conclusions 

Fieldwalking and area excavation in Field 1 have pro-
vided further, mainly artefactual, evidence of 
Neolithic and Bronze Age activity. Excavation has 
recorded more evidence of Mid-Late Iron Age activity. 
Based only upon a preliminary analysis of the struc-
tural and antefactual data, the interpretation of the 
Area D ditched feature as a square barrow of Arras 
type must be provision al. The excavated feature con-
responds with the m for and size of published exam-
ples. Absence of evidence of a burial, and the presence 
of an entrance causeway, need not be inconsistent 
with this interpretation, which adds an element of di-
versity to the Iron Age landscape, hitherto populated 
by farmsteads alone. Also notable is the negative evi-
dence provided by this fieldwork for activity here in 
the Early Iron Age, which suggests a hiatus in activity 
at that time. 
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Prehistoric and Roman remains at Edix Hill, Barrington, 
Cambridgeshire 

Tim Malim 
with contributions by Simon Davis, Corinne Duhig and Morag Woudhuysen 

Summary 

Evidencefor early prehistoric activity on Edix Hill includes 
flint scatters of Neolithic and Bronze Age date, a Neolithic 
axe found in one of the Anglo-Saxon graves, and a Bronze 
Age burial mound on the brow of the hill, of which only a 
ring-ditch survived. During the Iron Age Edix Hill became 
the site ofafarmstead, typical of settlements in the Cam val-
ley, and a sequence of events seems to span the entire Iron 
Age, according to the coarse framework for ceramic typolo-
gies in Cambridgeshire. Numerous pits were constructed 
between 500 - 300 BC, pits and ditches were being built be-
tween 300 - 100 BC, and there was more intense use and 
construction of ditched and fenced boundaries defining 
droveways and stock enclosures between 100 BC - AD 100. 
In this later period there were signs that the landscape was 
being increasingly divided up and organised for stock con-
trol. Some ritual activity can be detected, such as the depo-
sition of  dog and cattle-skull in one of the pits, and other 
possibly ritual activities are discussed in this text. No defi-
nite structures were found, and functional zoning within 
farmsteads would suggest that the excavated area was con-
cerned with the organisation of crop storage in the earlier 
Iron Age, and stock control in the later Iron Age. The ce-
ramic assemblages and the wealth of butchered bone demon-
strate that there was human settlement of the same periods 
in the close vicinity. 

Introduction 

Edix Hill is close to the parish boundary between 
Barrington and Orwell, about 12km southwest of 
Cambridge. It is within the watershed of the Cam, 
near one of its major tributaries, the Rhee (Fig. 1). This 
chalk knoll, part of a spur of Lower Chalk extending 
northwestwards from a main core around Barrington 
and Shepreth, rises to 27m above sea level, about 4m 
above the Gault Clay that largely surrounds it. To the 
north is the Chapel Hill ridge, about 70m above sea 
level, along which Mare Way ran from prehistoric 
times. Within the excavated areas there were also river 
gravels, brought to the surface by periglacial action, 
manifesting itself as gravelly sand polygons in 
Trenches XII and XIV, and green patches in the chalk 

marl which derived from Cambridge Greensand, a ge-
ological layer associated with phosphates and copro-
lites. 

There were several crossing places of the Rhee in 
the area of Edix Hill, notably in Barrington village, at 
Malton Farm and King's Bridge in Orwell, and further 
west at Arrington Bridge on Ermine Street. A network 
of Roman roads and tracks, many of which had pre-
historic foundations, can be traced within this general 
area (Fox 1923, 161-72, Taylor 1997, 1-2). 

The archaeological importance of Edix Hill was 
first identified in the 19th century when drainage 
works uncovered human skeletons and Anglo-Saxon 
artefacts. At the time there were some 18 inches of top-
soil on the site and good preservation of metal arte-
facts, bone and even wood because of the generally 
wet nature of the ground (Wilkinson 1868), before the 
drainage works that led to the discoveries took effect. 
During excavation of a ñiajor Anglo-Saxon cemetery 
from 1989-91 (Malim and Hines 1998) it became ap-
parent that the Anglo-Saxons had reused an earlier 
site, as their graves cut a complex of ditches, pits and 
other features (Fig. 2). A fairly comprehensive sample 
of these earlier remains was investigated to gain an 
understanding of the nature and date of activity that 
had occurred at the site, although during the third sea-
son the complex nature of the Iron Age site meant 
there could only be limited excavation of these fea-
tures, which had in any case been truncated by copro-
lite digging on the southeastern side and by the 
erosion of about 30cms of topsoil. 

Survey 

Fieldwalking and metal-detecting 
Large areas near the Anglo-Saxon cemetery were field-
walked in an attempt to find its associated settlement. 
Members of the excavation team fieldwalked 8 ha over 
the brow of EdixHill, and a further 20 ha were walked 
by the Cambridge Archaeology Field Group (CAFG). 
Iron Age pottery (much of it at first thought to be 
Anglo-Saxon by association with the cemetery) and 
some bone was found as a spread along the ridge of 
Edix Hill, with a concentration across the southern tail 
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of the knoll, just outside the excavated areas. Four 
Iron Age coins were found just south of the main 
areas of excavation. Roman pottery scatters were con-
centrated south of the excavations, and a thin spread 
of sherds continued westwards towards the Orwell-
Malton road. Metal finds were concentrated on the 
southeast of the knoll. They consisted of 4 late Roman 
coins and 7 brooches of the 1st century AD. Medieval 
and post-medieval finds were concentrated on the 
ridge. 

Further fieldwalking by CAFG north of Edix Hill, 

immediately south of the present Orwell — Barrington 
road, located a concentration of pottery, but the usual 
problems of positive identification of the pottery as 
Anglo-Saxon rather than Iron Age (see Appendix I), 
apply. Structured metal detecting revealed little that 
was of interest for either the Iron Age or Anglo-Saxon 
periods. However, casual finds made over a period of 
years by Chris Montague (who re-discovered the 
Anglo-Saxon cemetery) include important artefacts of 
all periods. 
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Figure 2. Excavations at Edix Hill in 1990 (Trench Xfroni west): note the dark liiic's of Iron Age and Roinaii gullies 
with Anglo-Saxon skeletons above, and the deep section across Ditch A, top right. 

Geophysics 
In October 1990 Geophysical Surveys of Bradford un-
dertook a magnetometer survey of 1.2 ha on the brow 
of Edix Hill (Fig. 3), partly in order to test the applic-
ability of geophysical survey (in this case by magne-
tometer) to locating graves and to help in planning 
excavation strategy. A Fluxgate Gradiometer 
(Geoscan FM36) was used, and 800 readings were 
taken in each 20m x 20m grid. Three types of result 
were plotted: 

linear anomalies representing large ditches and enclo-
sures; 
grave/pit-type anomalies; 
points of high ferrous anomaly. 

Large features, especially those close to the surface 
(ie on the brow of the hill) or containing habitation de-
bris, were located with considerable accuracy, and all 
features interpreted as pits and ditches on the magne-
tometer plot could be tied into archaeological features 
(Fig. 4). Identification of graves, however, was suc-
cessful in only six cases. 

Excavation results 

Evidence for past activity at Edix Hill fall into four pe-
riods ranging from Bronze Age (Phase 1) to Anglo-
Saxon (Phase 6) times. Within this basic chronology 
the two middle periods can be subdivided into four 

main phases from stratigraphic and pottery evidence 
(Fig. 5): Phase 2 is an early Iron Age phase dating 
from 500 - 300 BC; Phase 3 is characterised by Iron 
Age pottery which is not typical of either early or late 
styles or fabrics, and includes hints of middle or later 
Iron Age (hereafter referred to as 'middle Iron Age'); 
Phase 4 is a late Iron Age/Belgic/Conquest transition 
phase (referred to as 'late Iron Age'); and Phase 5 is 
Roman, largely restricted to the 1st century AD, but 
with possible continuation into the 2nd, and with oc-
casional finds which can be dated to the 4th century 
AD. Metal artefacts from both stratified and unstrati-
fied contexts support this pattern of activity, with Iron 
Age coins and 1st century AD brooches, and a scatter 
of Roman coins of 4th century date. The chronological 
progression of the site is summarised in Table 1. 

The Bronze Age (Phase 1) (Fig. 6) 
Although a flaked Neolithic flint axe (Fig. 20) and 
other worked flints were found through field walking 
and as redeposited objects, the earliest feature discov-
ered was a ring-ditch (F474). This was 17m in diame-
ter with a shallow U-shaped ditch 1.37m wide at the 
top and 0.35m deep. It formed a penannular ditch 
with a im wide causeway to the southeast, with pos-
sible internal structural features. Its fills were of a less 
organic nature than Iron Age or later features. Lack of 
artefactual finds strongly suggests this feature is not 
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Figure 6. Bronze Age and Early Iron Age (Phases 1 and 2) 

Iron Age or domestic in nature and it is therefore in-
terpreted as a Bronze Age burial monument. A num-
ber of possible postholes were observed in plan 
within the enclosed area, but were not excavated. 

Other evidence for Bronze Age activity at Edix Hill 
is represented by a number of residual artefacts found 
unstratified or in later features. These included a jet 
ring, (Fig. 21:14), and a single sherd of Beaker pottery 
(Fig. 19:1) which were found in the fills of two neigh-
bouring Iron Age pits (F315 and F317), and two frag -
ments of bronze which resemble parts of a dirk or 
rapier found by metal detecting (Fig. 21:15 and 16). 

The Early Iron Age (Phase 2) (Fig. 6) 

Ditches 
Gullies in Trench XII appear to be largely early Iron 
Age, as there was stratigraphic linkage between F321 
and F307 with a series of early Iron Age pits. Two 
other gullies, F549 and F550, although unexcavated, 
were cut by a pit (F631) which contained coarse Iron 
Age pot sherds. 

Pits 
Pits of all phases were either regular-cut cylindrical 
features, or sub-rounded shapes and irregular scoops 
into the chalk (Fig. 11 and 12); beehive or bell-shaped 
pits were not encountered. The vertical-sided and 
flat-based nature of the pits described below appears 

also to dominate the design of the majority of pits in 
the remaining phases (Table 2), especially in the area 
of Trench XII. The range in diameter was from 1.25 - 
2m for pits of all phases, with many grouping around 
the mean of 1.6m. It is in the depth and complexity of 
infill that the greatest diversity occurs. Here the range 
is from 0.15 - 0.65m deep and from a single fill to lay-
ered sequences, tip lines and placed deposits. 

Cylindrical pits F306, F308 and F546 were filled 
with horizontally-bedded clayey silts containing 
varying amounts of chalk and charcoal inclusions, 
and the top fills and edges of each were cut. by gully 
F321. The vertical sided and flat based nature of pits 
F306 and F546 (0.65 and 0.55m deep respectively) 
demonstrate a common design and their diameters 
are also similar at 1.85m and 1.6m respectively; pit 
F308 was much shallower and only 1.4m in diameter. 
The largely uneroded sides of the pits suggest they 
were not exposed to weathering. This is particularly 
evident in F306 and a thin silty basal deposit in this 
pit containing charcoal and only moderately abraded 
pottery must derive from primary use. However, a 
homogeneous clay-rich layer which sealed the prima-
ry fill was probably redeposited chalk, and it is mir-
rored as the basal layer in both pits F546 and F308. 
The interpretation for this layer would seem to be sur-
face chalk that has washed into the pits, and the sec-

tion from F546 indeed suggests that a little erosion of 
the top of the feature occurred. However, this 
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Period 	Context. Diameter Depth Layers Comments Shape 
No. (m) (m) 
544 0.67 0.15 Uneven. IA sherds 
541 1.44 0.32 1 Small primary deposit in corner Cylindrical 

315/541 2.2 Layering not clear Cylindrical 
br 2 1.65 0.45 Cow skull on base Irregular 

Early Iron Age 314 1.64 0.15 1 50 sherds all good finish, wide mouthed bowls with necks and carinations Cylindrical 
Early Iron Age 317 1.65 0.47 3 3 level layers. Early IA in basal layer. IA/RB in upper layer Cylindrical 
Early Iron Age 319 2.25 0.36 1-2 Some pot Cylindrical 
Early Iron Age 546 1.4 0.55 3 Upper layers cut by 321. Sealed by 630. 3 level accumulation layers. Pot in all layers Cylindrical 
Early Iron Age 633 1.44 0.24 3 Level accumulation Cylindrical 
Early Iron Age 176 1.7 0.5 Have original primary chalky fills been missed? Irregular 
Early Iron Age 306 1.65 0.63 5 5 level accumulation layers. Pot in all layers, most in top fill, lots of rims Cylindrical 
500-300BC 
Iron Age 312 1.61 0.26 3 3 layers level accumulation. Pot in upper two layers. Hand made, well fired Cylindrical 
Iron Age 537 1.5 0.33 3 3 layers level accumulation. Pot mostly in top layer (100 sherds), 5 sherds in basal layer Cylindrical 
Iron Age 545 1.62 0.36 1 With small primary fill 545.4 in corner? Well finished, hand made sherds Cylindrical 
Iron Age 601 1.3 0.66 2 2 level layers. 30 sherds in large basal deposit Cylindrical 
Iron Age 637 1.4 0.35 1 33 hand made sherds 	 . Cylindrical 
Iron Age 28 1.28 0.36 V-shaped Irregular 
Iron Age 194 0.73 0.46 4 U-shaped. Lots of IA sherds and posthole Irregular 
Iron Age 204 1.35 0.66 6 Level accumulation. A few IA/LIA sherds. Cut by 194 Irregular 
Iron Age 527 1.72 0.25 Irregular 
Iron Age 602 0.93 0.23 2 4 sherds IA? Irregular 
Iron Age 610 1.7 0.2 10 sherds 	 . Irregular 
Iron Age 627 1.64 0.5 Very unclear sides/layers. IA sherds throughout Irregular 
Iron Age 638 1.55 0.4 5 Level accumulation. Sherds in major layers. Good quality fine ware Irregular 
Iron Age 640 1.55 0.55 7 Layers mostly level. Sherds throughout Irregular 
Iron Age 644 1 0.3 1 U-shaped. 60 sherds Irregular 
Iron Age 714 1.6 0.35 1 Cut by 713. Hand made profile with cordon Irregular 
Late 1st C BC 531 1.72 0.46 1 Tipping layers. Ritual deposit in Layer 1. Pot in top 2 layers Cylindrical 
Late lion Age 318 1.95 0.33 2 Looks like a recut. Well made, well finished IA sherds Cylindrical 
1st C AD 
Late Iron Age/ 324 1.5 0.4 1 Cylindrical 
Romano-British 
Late Iron Age/ . 143 1.6 0.5 3 V-shaped, or cuts into square cut Irregular 
Romano-British 
Late Iron Age 309 1.55 0.22 3 IA/RB sherds Irregular 
Romano-British 
Romano-British 305 2.3 0.37 3 Re-cut? RB sherds. Dog-dish. Irregular 
2nd century 

Table 2 Dimensions and characteristics of pits 

contradicts the lack of evidence for weathering in 
general to the pit sides and so perhaps the deposit 
was deliberate infill. A subsequent episode of infilling 
in both main pits contains charcoal and organic re-
mains in loose clayey silts with moderately abraded 
pottery, some of which is burnished, with profiles at-
tributable to the early Iron Age. Final episodes of in-
fill in both pits are recorded as compact clayey silts 
with many chalk inclusions, containing a large and 
diverse assemblage of pottery with distinctive early 
Iron Age characteristics. In F306 the size of sherds and 
the edges of some would suggest that they were not a 
residual surface scatter that had found its way into 
the top of these features but rather the result of delib-
erate infill - as rubbish? The sealing layer 630 above 
pit F546 and gully F321 has a similar assemblage, al-
though this is much more abraded and smaller in 
sherd size, while the pottery from F308 and F321 is 
not dissimilar in nature. 

Pit F308 was cut on its southern side by another pit 
(F633) which was similar in design to F308, shallow 
and with a slightly larger diameter. Pit F633 appears 
to have been considerably weathered on base and 
edges leaving a chalky marl deposit, but two layers of 
silty clay with stones and relatively unabraded pot-
tery were found in the top of the feature, some of 
which appears to be early Iron Age. A very shallow  

gully (F307) was cut through the edge of pit F633 and 
filled with a compact silty clay but with few diagnos-
tic finds, and thus might be of later origin. 

Three isolated cylindrical pits (F314, F317 and 
F319) within Trench XII have also been assigned to 
this early Iron Age phase by the pottery they con-
tamed. F314 was a shallow flat-based feature 1.65m in 
diameter with a single silty fill containing a large as-
semblage of relatively unabraded pottery, which 
would be reasonable to interpret as an episode of de-
liberate backfill. F317 was a 1.65m diameter vertical-
sided and flat-based pit with three episodes of infill. 
The basal deposit was a silty clay with a few sherds of 
pot, some of which could be recognised as early Iron 
Age (and also a single Beaker sherd), but upper fills 
contained some wheel-made sherds. This discrepancy 
might have originated from disturbance when pit 
F627 was cut into it, although the basal deposit se-
cures the date of pit F317 as early Iron Age. Close to 
F317 was a large pit F319 2.25m in diameter and 0.4m 
deep. It had gently sloping sides with a flat base, and 
only one fill (containing an important assemblage of 
early Iron Age pottery (Fig. 19:6)) which could be 
identified with confidence. 

One irregular pit which can be attributed to this 
phase because of the large assemblage of pot in its 
middle fills is F176, and this seems to have been 
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connected with some industrial or ritual activity in-
volving a wooden structure, burning, and residues of 
concreted chalk or lime. An irregular oval shape with 
a series of episodes of use, and with a group of 10 
stakeholes cut into the base (Figs. 15 and 17), this pit 
was filled by several interleaving layers (Fig. 12). The 
probable sequence for the pit was an original cut into 
natural chalk, followed by an episode of use and fill 
with ash-like deposit and very abraded hand-made 
pottery; then a reuse and possible recut, represented 
by a clay lining and an episode of use resulting in a 
layer of compact chalky crust around stakes, the holes 
of which were filled with an ashy deposit, the same as 
the fill of this episode; and finally a further remodel-
ling or recut, again lined with clay and which became 
filled with grey-brown silts. In the latter a very large 
assemblage of abraded Iron Age pottery was found, 
consisting of sherds from large jars and bowls, with 
no evidence of late Iron Age style. Curiously, a num-
ber of other artefacts and decorated pottery which 
could comfortably be Anglo-Saxon were also found in 
this pit, in both the upper fill and also in the fill of 
episode 2. However, episode 2 contained a group of 
relatively unabraded pottery which is early Iron Age 
in date, and includes sherds from high quality bowls 
and many rims. With this assemblage a ceramic spin-
dle whorl, pierced dog tooth and bone pin were 
found (Fig. 21). The enigmatic nature of these assem-
blages and stratigraphic relationships perhaps sug -
gests an origin in Phase 2 and reuse in Phase 3, and 
the sherds might in fact be Iron Age, misidentified as 
Anglo-Saxon decoration (Fig. 19 and 25 and App I). 
Placing it in the early Iron Age would suggest that 
this pit, in form unlike the other pits securely dated to 
the early Iron Age, was placed in isolation on the 
brow of Edix Hill presumably because it was func-
tionally diverse from the main group. Perhaps pit 
F143 should also be seen as belonging to this phase as 
it was close to F176 and was very similar in design 
and history. The chalky concretions found in both pits 
were thin-sectioned as they appeared to be residues 
from possible industrial use, but the results showed 
them to be Totternhoe stone or clunch and would not 
have been a suitable material for lime burning; (see 
below, Environment). 

The Middle Iron Age (Phase 3) (Figs. 7 and 10) 

Major linearfeatures: Ditches A-E 
A series of boundaries, demarcated by ditches (some-
times intermittent) and fence or palisade lines, 
were found to follow a co-axial arrangement north-
west—southeast and northeast—southwest. The earliest 
evidence for the creation of these boundaries lies in 
Phase 3 (middle Iron Age) for Ditches A and E, (see 
Table 1) but this does not preclude the possibility of 
an undetected origin in the early Iron Age. The 
boundaries continued in use throughout phases 3 and 
4 and were reinstated in the Roman period. 
Al The first cut formed a steep-sided flat-bottomed ditch 

0.5m deep into the chalk which was infilled with a de-
posit of silty clay containing no pottery. 

A2 A second cut of a very similar nature to the first was 
made through the northwestern and northeastern edge 
of the partially infilled primary ditch, again steep-sided 
and flat-bottomed and of the same general depth. A sim-
ilar deposit of silty clay was found in this later ditch with 
some sherds of Iron Age pot; these were mostly hand-
made but with one small wheel-made sherd suggesting 
a late 1st century BC/early 1st century AD date. 
The nature of the pottery from A2 has therefore placed 
the earliest two episodes of Ditch A in Phase 3, with the 
single wheel-made sherd regarded as intrusive 

El Two U-shaped cuts (F621 and F622) up to 0.8m deep into 
chalk natural represented the first phase of ditch con-
struction at the northwestern end of this boundary. 
These ditches were filled with dark brown silty clay and 
contained abraded Iron Age pot. To the southeast of the 
site in Trench XIV ditch F409 might represent a continu-
ation of the line of this boundary. 

E2 The first ditch was replaced by a flat-based feature 
(F704) over 2m in width which cut the earlier ditch fill. 
Two layers of accumulation deposits were found con-
taming moderately abraded Iron Age pottery, with a sin-
gle wheel-made sherd. 

E3 On the northern edge of the second ditch a 0.2m wide 
cut (F708) was made into fills from both El and E2 and 
postholes (F709) were found in the base of this slot, sug-
gesting a fence or palisade was constructed along an ex-
isting boundary 

ditch F409 was a V-shaped ditch 1.75m wide and 0.7m deep 
(Fig. 14) found in Trench XIV, running northwest-south-
east parallel to the eastern extension of Ditch A. Several 
episodes of infill and one possible recut were visible in 
the section, and the ditch contained coarse Iron Age pot-
tery. This ditch might be an early continuation of the 
boundary described in Ditch El, and would therefore 
equate with F621 and F622, while later phases of Ditch E 
perhaps migrated slightly to the west in this area (see 
ditch E5). 

ditch F619/F623 (largely unexcavated) was found in Trench 
XV and appears to have been cut by Ditch E. A small 
amount of abraded coarse Iron Age pottery was appar-
ent, and a decorated strip of silver was found in the top 
fill of F623 (Fig. 21:7). 

Pits 
The majority of pits have been assigned to this phase 
as they either contained no artefactual finds, there 
was no stratigraphic linkage with other dated fea-
tures, or the pottery that was found in them was di-
agnostic as Iron Age but not distinct as either early or 
late types. Cylindrical pits filled with mostly just one 
deposit of grey brown silty clays were F541, F545, 
F601, and F637. Any pottery found in them was small 
and worn, probably residual material. More complex 
histories of infill were found in cylindrical pits F312, 
F315, F531 and F631 (Fig. 11). The first two were com-
posed of 2 or 3 horizontal layers of silty clay with rel-
atively large and moderately abraded pottery 
including flint tempering, mostly hand-made al-
though some wheel-made was found in the upper 
layers, and the fills of F315 had been disturbed by the 
cutting of pit F541. F631, however, was exceptional in 
having a series of horizontal layers, a large collection 
of pottery, including one decorated sherd in the basal 
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Figure  7. (Middle) Iron Age (Phase 3) 

fill (Appendix I). 
Sub-rounded and irregular pits assigned to Phase 3 

are: Fl, F28, F143, F144, F154, F176, F194/204, F205, 
F536, F602 1  F610, F6271  F634, F638, F6401  F645, F7141  
F716, F753. In design these pits were mostly roughly 
circular or ovoid features with sloping sides and 
scooped or roughly levelled bases ranging from 0.3 - 
0.7m deep into the natural chalk, and from im - 1.7m 
on their longest axis (Fig. 12). The variety in size and 
shape suggests mixed functions. Some of the smaller 
ones might have acted as postholes, and others may 
havebeen poorly-executed cylindrical pits; but there 
is no doubt that amongst this group are several pits 
distinctly different in design from the normal cylin-
drical type, and associated patterns of infill and evi-
dence of use would substantiate an interpretation of 
different function; this is especially true of F143 
(which cut an earlier pit F144) and F176 discussed 
above. With the exception of these latter, together 
with pit F194./204 and the pit complex F637/640, in-
distinctive pottery was found in small quantities in a 
few of the pits in this group, and fills were largely ho-
mogeneous silty clays. Pit F154, cut by an Anglo-
Saxon grave, also contained an exceptional 
assemblage of pottery (see App. I) with some abraded 
sherds but also a group of large decorated sherds 
from a single vessel; probably a deliberate deposit.. 

Pit F143 was an irregular feature 0.7m deep with 3 
infill. episodes and 13 stakeholes cut into the western 
part of its base, with a further 6 in the south (Fig. 17). 

The two lower fills consisted of compacted silts and 
clays, but the upper fill was very ash-like in nature, 
containing burnt stones and hand-made pottery, and 
may be the result of a cut into the earlier fills and 
reuse of the pit for burning. It is worth noting that the 
pot sherds from the west side appear less abraded 
than those from the east side which must relate to the 
activity connected with the stakeholes. 

Pit F176 was similar to F143 and situated 3m south 
of it. The final phase of its use could be attributed to 
Phase 3 as none of the pottery shows affinities to late 
Iron Age, but similarly this group does not appear 
wholly early Iron Age. Indeed there is some indica-
tion of middle Iron Age forms as recorded at Barley 
(Cra'ster 1961). 

Stratigraphic relationships within Phase 3 can be 
seen with two main groups: 

Pit F204 which was filled by a series of horizontal layers 
largely devoid of pottery, and later recut as Pit F194 (Fig. 
12). This feature was contained within the earlier pit and 
did not go as deep, and was similarly filled with hori-
zontal layers with some inclusions of abraded Iron Age 
pot, with the largest sherds found sealed by the upper-
most deposit. These layers were cut by insertion of a 
post, and later recut as a shallow steep sided pit con-
taming a relatively large assemblage of pottery. Finally 
the fill of this last pit was cut by gully F7/114, which has 
been assigned to the Roman period, Phase 5. 
Pit complex (features F637, P639, F640, F644, F753) 
which shows that F639, containing well worn Iron Age 
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pottery, was the first pit, which was cut by F640, possibly 	 posits of silty clay with chalk lumps accumulated in this 

	

with a posthole in the base. This pit (F640) was, cut to 	 third ditch and the sides were found to be gently sloping 

	

0.55m deep, steep sided and roughly flat based, and 	 at the top suggestive of erosion; it is therefore likely that 

	

filled by a series of silty clay deposits which appear to 	 this ditch remained open for a substantial period. Worn 

	

have washed in from the sides. A sizeable assemblage of 	 and small sherds of pottery consistent with weathering 

	

pottery was found in the upper layers which consisted 	 and dating to the early 1st century AD and Conquest pe- 

	

of substantial but well abraded sherds from probable 	 nod were found together with animal bone in the de- 

	

storage jars. Two shallower flat-based pits were cut 	 posit. The association this episode has with the late Iron 

	

through the filled-in earlier pit on the north and south 	 Age vessel, and its stratigraphic position, between 

	

sides. They each contained a single homogeneous fill, 	 Phases 3 and 5, firmly places A3 in Phase 4. 
and that in F637 included a further group of hand-made 

	

Iron Age pot sherds including three rims a lug and dec- 	. . 	 .. . . 	 . 	 . : 

orated sherd. Ditch C 
. i •• 	 . 	 This shallow.'curvilinear feature (F628 and F642) in 

. 	 . 	 Trench XIII-ran eastwards for a short distance parallel 

	

The Late Iron Age/Conquest phase (Phase 4)(Figs. 8-12) 	to the southwestern side of Ditch A, before turning to 
the north as F642, and., perhaps F36 in Trench IV. Its 

Ditch A 	 . 	 western origin was an infilled pit (F634), but to the 

	

This (F15 and F579) appears to have been one of the 	northwest of this the rounded terminal of a ditch 

	

major features of the site during the late Iron Age, 	heading northwestwards was found which could rep- 
perhaps a boundary which ran in a northeasterly di- . 	 resent a third side to a small enclosure c. 15m wide, 

	

rection from the southwest corner of the excavations 	with a 3m wide causeway as entrance facing south- 

	

(Trench XII) and then southeasterly on the brow of 	west. 	 . . 	 . 

	

Edix Hill (Trenches I and XVI). The ditch developed 	. Ditch C was an 0.8m wide steep-sided flat-based 

	

over at least 100 years (see Phase 3) into 6 successive 	gully excavated 0.2m into the chalk which contained 
cuts with subsequent episodes of infill (Fig. 9). 	 grey clayey silt infill with chalk lumps, flint, charcoal, 

	

A3 Cut 3 was a wide flat-based feature, originally steep 	animal bone and 2 sherds of Iron Age pottery (Fig. 

	

sided, which destroyed much of the second ditch. 	10). Some sherds of late Iron Age and Roman pottery 

	

During construction of this later ditch it appears that ex- 	occur from the top of the feature, F628.1 (F304), but 

	

cavated chalk was thrown up to deliberately backfill the 	the close association and cut of the Roman period 

	

top of ditch Al, and a largely complete late Iron Age- 	Ditch B could have introduced later sherds to this de- 

	

type vessel was found in this layer (Fig. 19:25). Thick de- 	posit. Because of the apparent replacement of this 
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Figure 10. Sections through Ditches D, B and C and Romano-British gullies 

ditch with Ditch C, and therefore continuity in function, 
it has been attributed to Phase 4 although it could 
have been of-.earlier date. 

Ditch D 
This substantial ditch ran in a northwesterly direction 
from its terminal close to the corner of Ditch A on the 
brow of Edix Hill (Trenches X and XV). The rounded 
end left a 4m wide causeway as a gap between Ditch 
A and itself, allowing access through these major 
boundaries (Fig. 8). 

At its southern end it was a 3m wide steep-sided 
flat-based feature (F120) which was 1.1m deep. 
Further north the ditch was seen as a single feature, 
5m wide (F611), but on excavation this resolved into 
several cuts, and the easternmost part was seen as a 
separate feature and equated with Ditch B (Fig. 10). A 
U-shaped feature (132) was of similar depth to, but 
less wide than (F120), which was seen to cut an earli-
er flat-based feature (Dl), and in turn appears to have 
been recut by a V-shaped ditch (D3) through the fills 
of D2. Finally a small gully was cut through the east-
ern side of this ditch (134). The basal fill at its south-
eastern terminal and in D2 was a chalky deposit  

above which a homogeneous silty clay was found to 
fill the feature (Dl and D3). The chalky material was 
found to mound upon the east side of the ditch (F120) 
perhaps indicating slippage from a bank on this side. 
All deposits contained late Iron Age and Conquest-
period pottery, local and imported wares, as well as 
animal bone and some stones, with the largest sherds 
and greatest number occurring in the upper levels. 
The whole of Ditch D therefore fits in to Phase 4. 

Ditch E 
Another long-standing northwest—southeast bound-
ary (which began in Phase 3, see Tablel), is parallel to 
both Ditch D and the eastern extension of Ditch A. ap-
pears to have been maintained along the line of Ditch 
E, with 5 successive ditch cuts at its western end 
(Trench XV) (Fig. 9). It appears that the ditches might 
have been discontinuous, and that a fence line was 
also utilised for at least one episode in the life of this 
boundary. The first three episodes have been assigned 
to Phase 3 from pottery and stratigraphic evidence. 
E4 A wide gently sloping recut (F559) followed by two 

episodes of infill of dark brown silty clay saw the final 
phase of the main ditch and the penultimate for the 
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boundary. Early Roman pottery and a relatively large 
assemblage of very worn 1st century BC sherds suggest 
that these episodes date to Conquest and later times, and 
therefore the cut and initial use has been placed in Phase 
4. 

E5 Two shallow gullies of 0.7m width were cut through the 
top fill of Ditch E, one on each side of the main ditch and 
partly into the chalk natural at the edge. F620 was U-
shaped but F514 was steep sided and relatively flat-
based, suggesting a possible function as a trench for a 
fence line or palisade. It is this final phase for the bound-
ary that can be detected occurring in the southeastern 
part of the site in Trench XIV as shallow parallel ditches 
F160 and F163, and/or F162 and F174, thus showing mi-
gration westwards from phase El in this area. All were 
filled with grey silty clay deposits. A sherd of wheel-
made pot was found in F620, whilst late Iron Age pot-
tery of probable 1st century AD date was found in F160, 
F163, and in the top of F22. From F162 the jaw of a pony 
was found with an abnormal tooth wear pattern (see 
below, Faunal Remains). 

Ditch F5 extended perpendicular from Ditch E to 
the southwest with a southeast-turning terminal in 
the central area of Trench X on the top of Edix Hill. It 
had a distinct V-shaped profile 0.35m deep into chalk 
natural, 1.15m wide at the top and contained late Iron 
Age and Conquest pottery in a matrix of silty clay 
(Fig. 9). Ditch F30 appears to mirror the pattern of 
ditch F5 and is situated 25m to the east and was a V-
shaped ditch 1.4m wide at the top and 0.5m deep. 
(Fig. 9). It also intersected with the line of Ditch E in 
Trench VI and its southern terminal turns to the east 
in the same way as ditch F5. This terminal came very 
close to the southeastern extension of Ditch A. A 
bronze decorated attachment was found in the sandy 
silt fill of this feature (Fig. 21:6). The similarity in size 
and design of these two ditches suggests they were 
constructed at the same time for a common purpose 
and a line of postholes runs between them (see below, 
Post and Stakeholes). Ditch F320 (Fig. 9) was also very 
similar, and perhaps therefore should also be consid-
ered as potentially a Phase 4 feature. 

Pits 
Cylindrical pits F318, F324, later infills of F531 and 
F537, irregular pit 309. 
Both F318 and F531 show signs of having been recut 
and refilled in the late Iron Age or Roman period as 
the descriptions of the primary fills are different from 
the later ones and the angle of deposition could indi-
cate that the earlier fill had been dug into before the 
later deposits were dumped. Pits F318 and F324 had 
abraded 1st century BC/AD pottery as well as frag -
ments of amphora, flagon and wheel-made sherds 
from F318, while pot from F531 was 1st century BC. 
Pit F537 had three horizontally-lying deposits with a 
large assemblage of pot in the uppermost fill which 
included sherds from both hand-made and wheel-
made vessels, some of which were relatively large and 
unabraded. Irregular pit F309 appears to have started 
life as a shallow cylindrical pit but had been damaged 
by ploughing, and possibly contained a central post. 

Ritual Pit? 
Pit F531, originally dug in the middle Iron Age and 
filled with silty marl, was recut in Phase 4 and filled 
with a series of silty tipped deposits, in the centre of 
which a dog skeleton and a cattle skull were found 
(Fig. 13) although not many sherds of pot. 

Figure 13. Pit F531 with cow skull and dog bones 

Roman (Phase 5)(Figs. 9, 10, 114) 
A4 The fourth cut continued the shift of Ditch A to the 

northwards with a large gently sloping flat-based fea-
ture which cut into the infill of A3 and removed the 
northern side of the earlier ditch. It was filled by two lay-
ers, a basal clayey deposit with a slightly siltier layer 
above. Very few finds were contained in these deposits 
though some sand and stones were noted, which may 
indicate relatively rapid infill from erosion of the ditch 
sides and washed in deposits from the surrounding area. 

A5 The top of the last infill deposit in Ditch A4 was found to 
be largely level across the base and is interpreted as in-
dicating a recut of the ditch, an activity which perhaps 
also contributed to the gentle angle of the sides of this 
ditch. A thick silty deposit accumulated which contained 
relatively unabraded Roman pottery, some of possible 
2nd century date, mixed with late Iron Age sherds, ani-
mal bone and large stones, some with signs of burning. 
The overall impression of the assemblage is that it be-
longs to the late 1st century AD. 

A6 A final recut was made into the top of Ditch A4/A5 
forming a shallow flat-based feature with steeper side to 
the north. This was filled by silt much darker than all 
preceding deposits, and it contained abraded and 
unabraded pottery of lst-2nd century date, animal 
bone, burnt stone and some sherds of Anglo-Saxon pot. 
The infill of this final phase of ditch is interpreted as oc-
curring through natural accumulation incorporating 
residual artefacts scattered around the vicinity. 

Cuts A4-A6 with their episodes of use and infill 
are all placed in the Roman period, with the final in-
filling incorporating some later material, probably as 
a result of slumping into hollows at the top of the fea-
tures. 

Ditch B 
This late feature (F304, F629, F543, Fill, F611.1) ran 
parallel to the north of Ditch A, and turns away to the 
northwest (in Trench X) in the same area as Ditch A 
turns to the southeast (Fig. 14). The two ditches 
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appear to create a corridor or droveway between 
them during the Roman period. At its northern end it 
cut across the top of Ditch D and at its southwestern 
end Ditch B cuts and crosses over Ditch C before ter-
minating a little beyond the terminal of this earlier 
ditch (Trench XII). A further ditch runs northwest-
wards at right angles to Ditch B's western terminal, 
and may represent a continuation of this feature to the 
northwest, perhaps through F39 in Trench IV, and 
thus making Ditch B three sides of an enclosure at 
least 40m wide. The im wide ditch had an uneven 
base and sloping sides cut to a depth of 0.35m into the 
chalk (Fig. 10). The two layers that filled Ditch B were 
very similar in appearance consisting of a dark silty 
deposit, but whereas the underlying deposit had few 
finds the relative abundance of pottery and animal 
bone in the top layer, F629.1, and 304 was quite dis-
tinctive. This pottery was a mixture of abraded Iron 
Age sherds with Roman wares, and is therefore 
placed in Phase 5. 

Gullies F611131585 and F71114 (Fig. 10) 
Two parallel gullies run through the central area of 
Edix Hill in Trench X and follow the pattern previ-
ously outlined for ditches F5 and F30, as they run 
southwest from Ditch E and then turn to the south-
east, meeting with Ditch A. The profiles of these fea-
tures show steep-sided flat-based gullies 0.25-0.4m in 
width and up to 0.6m deep; the fills contained very 

worn Iron Age pot consistent with residual material, 
and they cut ditch 5 and the stakeholes that post date 
this ditch (see below, Post and Stakeholes); the gullies 
are therefore phased with the Roman period. The 
well-preserved profile of their cuts suggest these fea-
tures were not open and exposed to erosion and thus 
their function could have been that of trenches for a 
fence or palisade. Another gully (F548) containing 
some sherds of 2nd century pot cuts across the top of 
Ditch B. 

Pit F305 (Fig. 12) 
Contained Roman pottery, with a 2nd century 'dog 
dish', a fragment of samian, tile and Niedermendig 
lava quern fragments. It had gently sloping sides with 
a flat/ slightly concave base at 0.4m depth, and had a 
diameter of 2.3m. The lava quern and tile fragments 
were found in a thin horizontal layer of ash near the 
top of the feature, and it is possible that the upper lay-
ers represent the fills of a recut into the basal deposit 
of F305. 

Undated features 
Ditch F320 and gullies F316 and F646 from Trench XII 
are assigned a general Iron Age date on the nonde-
script nature of their coarse pottery. Ditch F320 was a 
0.5m deep V-shaped ditch, 1.4m wide at the top, (Fig. 
9) with several infill episodes and a possible recut at 
the top; it cut the northern edge of pit F638. 
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Figure 15. Stakeholes and gullies 
Top: Lines of stakeholes beside Romano-British 
gullies and stakeholes within pit F143. 
Below: Stakeholes forming a structure with a 
chalky marl crust around those in pit F176. 

Post and stakeholes (Figs. 5, 15, 16 and 17) 
There were approximately 60 postholes or small pits 
identified at Edix Hill, of which 10 have been inter-
preted as marker posts for the positions of Anglo-
Saxon graves and therefore are not included further 
as part of this report. The few remaining postholes 
that were investigated were vertical and not very 
deep (c. 0.4m), but often the post-pipe was clearly vis-
ible; these varied in diameter from 0.25 - 0.4m with 
chalk and stone packing around them (Fig. 16). 
Several postholes appear to be evenly spaced along 
approximate lines and thus could represent fence 
lines, but otherwise there is very little evidence to de-
duce structures from the information as yet available. 
Some of these fenced boundaries have already been 
discussed above under Ditch E. 

One possible line of small pits and postholes runs 
from the area of pit/hearth F145 and the terminal of 
ditch 5 towards ditch F30 (see Figs. 5, 8, F115, F123, 
F208, F141, F140 and two unnumbered postholes). If a 
fence line had run between these posts it would have 
joined these two extremely similar ditches (assigned 
to the late Iron Age), and have controlled access be-
tween them. The later double gullies of F6/113/585 
and F7/114 have an alignment that runs parallel to 
the arrangement of postholes and possible fence pos-
tulated above, and their interpretation as foundation 
trenches for palisades suggests they performed a sim-
ilar function, the continuation of which from Iron Age 

105 	 702 
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Figure 16. Representative selection of sections 
through post holes 

to Roman times would suggest little interruption to 
the life and activities at Edix Hill during the period of 
transition. 

A line of small pits (F154, F109, F152, F106, and 
F105, Fig. 5) might indicate another fence running 
south—north from the point where Roman Ditch B 
(Fill) and gully F6/113 curve away from one anoth-
er. To the north in Trench XV small pits F702, F560 and 
postholes F613, F697 seem to run parallel to this line 
some 4m to the east, while a group of other postholes 
were found in a line running east from F152 towards 
ditch 5. It is possible that this arrangement might be 
associated with some structure in this area. However, 
the pottery from F154 is unusual in that a number of 
sherds from a single decorated pot occurred here, 
amongst an assemblage of very abraded body sherds 
(App. I and Fig. 25). 

Stakeholes were found cut into other features, per-
haps as fence lines within Ditch E (F709) for example, 
or for structural purposes within pits F143 and F176. 
A whole mass of stakeholes was found around gullies 
F6/113 and F7/114, and cutting ditch 5, suggesting 
that some of these should be phased later than this 
ditch, and perhaps formed a whole series of light-
weight fences in this area, or were for some unroofed 
structures such as drying racks (Fig. 15). 

Within pits F143 and F176 stakeholes occur which, 
if all are considered contemporary, show reuse of the 
pits for some industrial, or possibly ritual, activity 
(Figs. 15 and 17). Within F143 three pairs of postholes 
form a line (F179:A—F), with three single postholes set 
back from them (G,H,L) against the western edge of 
the pit. There were two stakeholes (I, J) towards the 
pit's centre, and a single one (K) further out, but on a 
line with G and I. A small irregular hole (M) might 
represent the base of another stake. All have circular 
profiles except L which is square, and most tilt to-
wards the east. However the northern ones (F and J) 
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5pmm 
tilt to the south, perhaps countering the effect of the 
others. The interpretation for this arrangement would 
seem to imply some sort of structure, perhaps a rack, 
along the line of A-F and supported by the outer 
stakes. Another group of stakeholes were found in the 
southern segment which were presumably also asso-
ciated with this structure, and most of these tilt to-
wards the north, supporting the structure as with F 
and J. 

There were 10 stakeholes in pit F176, two pairs 
against the southern edge (F180: A-D),and the rest in 
the centre of the pit. All were circular and vertical ex-
cept for E and F which were angled in towards G and 
H, presumably to act as support to whatever structure 
these stakes formed. 

A group of 6 stakeholes (F185), each 0.06m diame-
ter and 0.16m deep, in two parallel rows of 3, might 
represent a structure im long by 0.5m wide, situated 
within the enclosure formed by gully F7/114. 
However, the size of this is not consistent with 6-post 
granaries for example, found at other sites. 

Grave and other features 
An extended inhumation of a 25-35 year old woman 

Figure 18. Late Iron Age Burial with small finds 
found in Ditch B (Fill) where it crossed Ditch D 

was found in the fills of the Roman Ditch B (Fill) 
(Fig. 18 and see below, Human Remains). Stones had 
been placed around the head and the jaw was found 
between the legs. This showed no signs of having 
been cut or broken and thus must have been removed 
from the skull after decomposition. Two possibly in-
trusive beads were of Anglo-Saxon type, but a well-
worn Colchester type iron brooch, attributable to the 
first part of the 1st century AD, was found with the 
burial, and part of another one was found in the fill of 
Ditch D in the immediate vicinity of the grave (Fig. 
21:5 and 4). The position of the skeleton, lying exactly 
within the confines of the narrow ditch and partly 
overlain by an Anglo-Saxon burial, together with the 
ambiguous nature of the grave-goods, suggest this 
burial belongs to the 1st century AD. Subsequent ex-
amination of the foot-bones by Phyllis Jackson (pers. 
comm.) confirms this individual is likely to be Iron 
Age rather than Anglo-Saxon in race. 
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A group of burnt stones set in a shallow depression 
F145 may reveal the remains of a small pit but more 
likely represents the position of a hearth. Close to this 
feature was pit F201, which was an irregular depres-
sion with much charcoal included in its fill. 

Summary of main Features and Stratigraphy 

Sections through ditches have provided the best data 
with which to enable stratigraphic sequences to be 
constructed. Although the original work on site treat-
ed most features and excavated sections as discrete 
entities, later analysis and the results from geophysi-
cal survey have helped to link major ditches between 
trenches and thus enable a crude picture of the strati-
graphic development of the site to be constructed. For 
example F304 turned into two features, subsequently 
called Ditches B and C. The major elements of this se-
quence are shown as Ditches A-E in Fig. 5 and in 
Table 1; around this framework the more isolated se-
quences of the pit complexes and other individual 
features have been slotted in by means of stratigra-
phy, spatial relationships, morphological characteris -
tics and the associated ceramic assemblage found in 
the fills of these features. During the Iron Age Edix 
Hill could therefore have acted as a focus for activity 
over several hundred years, and did not become re-
dundant again until the 2nd century AD. However, 
phases of disuse can be difficult to identify and it is 
likely that the site saw periods of reuse than real con-
tinuity. The type of activity revealed by the features 
suggest changing functions for the site over the years. 
In simple terms it appears that the majority of the pits 
were of early origin, with a distinct group definitely 
early or middle Iron Age and most of the remainder 
containing little evidence for late Iron Age or Roman 
manufacture and use. In contrast the majority of the 
ditches are late Iron Age with Roman recuts.This 
chronological progression is most clearly represented 
in Table 1. Such dichotomy in feature type between 
the two phases would be unremarkable in the context 
of the known shift from unenclosed to enclosed set-
tlement during this period. However, the interpreta-
tion at Edix Hill is more complex than this. 

Characterisation of Edix Hill by feature type di-
vides simply into pitting and a variety of linear 
arrangements. The orientation of the site as defined 
by the linear features shows that northwest-southeast 
and southwest-northeast were the principal axes, a 
system which appears to have been respected and re-
newed over generations during the late Iron Age and 
Roman transition period. These boundaries included 
ditches, gullies and lines of post and stakeholes. 

Stratigraphic linkage between different areas was 
provided by the major ditches which revealed the 
successive nature of their construction as a series of 
cuts, with each new episode of construction and use 
having an impact on preceding ones. It would also 
appear that although some of the pits were isolated 
phenomena with single fills, many others had com-
plex histories with reuse or intercutting, (Table 2). 
This suggests that specific locations had been set  

aside for pitting and their related activities, which re-
suited in re-visits over a long span of time, sometimes 
reusing the same pit, sometimes cutting a new pit 
partly over the location of an earlier one, and some-
times placing the new pits in the spaces,-between old 
ones. 

The distribution of phased features shows a pro-
gression over the site from northwest-southeast. In 
the early Iron Age, pits and gullies were dug in the 
western (Trench XII) area, and a proliferation of pits 
in this area and to the northeast on the brow of Edix 
Hill have largely been assigned either a general or a 
middle Iron Age date on pottery evidence (Phase 3) 
but in character many are identical in design and size 
to the early Iron Age features. The beginnings of some 
of the main boundaries have been placed in Phase 3 
because of the scarcity, or undiagnostic nature, of arte-
factual evidence in them and yet they have later cuts 
which can be given late Iron Age and Roman dates 
with reasonable confidence. During the late Iron Age 
the ditches and stakehole related activities appear to 
predominate, with some reuse of pits, and the pattern 
of activity would seem to concentrate on the central 
part of the site on the southern brow of Edix Hill. 
Early Roman period activity was apparent as final 
episodes in some of the main ditched features and 
also included palisade trenches. The minimal amount 
of information from the east of the site: ,(Trench XIV) 
nonetheless demonstrates that pitting was not an im-
portant element in this area. Activities associated with 
burning appear to occur a number of times in both 
pits and ditches, especially with the later infili 
episodes. 
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Pottery (Figs. 19 and 25, and App. I) 
Morag Woudhuysen 

Introduction and chronology 
The total assemblage of Iron Age pottery from Edix 
Hill consists of 6396 sherds weighing 80362 gm. The 
material came from a range of features across the site, 
with a concentration to the westward side. The ma-
jority of these features were pits which had no strati-
graphic overlap with other features. Most of the 
material is moderately worn or well abraded, particu-
larly in the first two phases of the site sequence. The 
comparative quantities (from key contexts only), are: 

Phase sherd count weight(gms) Average sherd 
weight ratio (gms) 

EIA 991 9160 9.24 
MIA 1266 11825 9.34 
LIA 1131 11964 10.58 
RB 622 6405 10.29 

A comparison between the condition and type of 
ceramic material found in the pits as opposed to 
ditches revealed no clear distinction between deposi-
tional processes. However, there were distinct differ-
ences when comparing assemblages from one ditch 
with another, or pot from fills of pits with one anoth-
er. Such differences tend to support the suggestion 
given in the stratigraphic discussion for different 
phases of construction and use of individual ditches 
and pits. 

Methodology 
The sherds were examined using a hand lens. 
Although it was hoped to create a site type-series of 
wares the lack of substantial profiles which would 
allow the pot typology and the fabric to be related 
meant that there was the risk of creating a cumber-
some recording system. This was particularly the case 
with the Iron Age material, where there was consid-
erable variation in sherd thickness and colour within 
a single pot. Lack of typological detail has made iden-
tification of basic vessel forms difficult. 

General characteristics 
A variety of tempering materials were recognised. 
Shell tempered pots occurred in all periods but the 
shell was often sparse and may have been no more 
than incidentally present in the clay. More evenly 
shell-tempered clay was particularly associated with 
vessels with seated lid rims although no matching 
lids were recognised. These occurred in the late Iron 
Age/early Roman period and the thin walls suggest 
that some of these vessels were wheel-made. 

Flint-tempered sherds occurred in all prehistoric 
phases. The coarsest contained large fractured pieces 
of flint or rounded small pebbles, and sometimes 
both. In the case of the rounded pebbles, the flint may 
represent no more than natural inclusions which were 
not removed from the clay. Where the flint appears 
fractured this may suggest it was a deliberate addi-
tion to the clay body. In a number of sherds flint ap- 

peared to be present in such a fine form that it must 
have been a deliberate and careful addition. 

There was no indication as to what form of vessel 
was flint-gritted. The larger grits tended to be associ-
ated with thick, brown-pink coloured wares while the 
fine gritting was always found in relatively thin, black 
sherds. These had clearly been well finished with the 
surfaces often smooth and dense. No rims, bases or 
known forms could be linked to these sherds. There 
remains the possibility that some flint-tempered 
sherds may have been Neolithic in date. However, no 
diagnostic sherds were identified. Chaff-tempered 
sherds occurred occasionally. In some instances chaff 
may have become incorporated through the working 
processes rather than as a deliberate addition. Grog 
was present in some sherds but not consistently and, 
in some instances, may reflect the working conditions 
of the potter rather than a deliberate addition to the 
clay. 

The pottery could be divided into four groups i.e. 
phases 2-5. The earliest came predominantly from a 
small group of associated pits and ditches found to 
the west of the site. During analysis it became appar-
ent that a small group of decorated sherds required 
further work in order to distinguish more clearly be-
tween an Iron Age or Anglo-Saxon date for them. 
These are discussed separately in Appendix I. 

Detailed description of illustrated sherds (Fig. 19) 

Bronze Age sherds 
1 317.3 Bronze Age sherd. A small body sherd in orange 

sand tempered fabric with a few flint grits and a small 
amount of grog. The sherd is decorated with six lines of 
comb impressions bounded by a fainter horizontal line. 

Iron Age sherds 
Large mouthed jars 
A number of near-vertical necks with squared-off rim 
profiles were found at Edix Hill. These tended to be in 
dark grey fabrics with sand temper and were general-
ly rather carelessly finished. The lack of curvature to-
gether with the smallness of the sherds has made it 
difficult to estimate the original size of the pots but a 
diameter of c. 16-18 cm appears to be possible. Pots 
with rims and necks of this type and comparable size 
were found at Wandlebury (Hartley 1957) where they 
formed a group of large, wide mouthed, slack shoul-
dered jars which tapered to relatively narrow bases. 
Hill (Cra'ster 1996) has suggested that a 'dense, sandy 
fabric . . . is typical of the Later Iron Age 
(c. 300BC—AD40/60) pottery in the region.' At Barley 
( 1961) the assemblage tended towards shorter necks, 
many of which had slightly out curved rims. Wide 
mouthed vessels were also present at Linton. 
2 640.1 Slightly out turned rim in a brown-grey fabric with 

sand temper. The top of the rim has been squared-off. 
The outside has been burnished and the interior wiped. 
The lack of curvature to the sherd suggests this is from a 
wide mouthed vessel, possibly c.'18 cm diameter. cf. 
Barley Fig. 8.83. 

3 640.1 An upright neck and rim in a light grey, sand tern- 
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Figure 19. Pottery 	• 

pered fabric. The exterior has been wiped leaving a soft 
and smooth, although irregular, surface. The rim top is 
very uneven having been formed by pressing and wip-
ing with fingers, cf Wandlebury Fig. 8, 42. 

4 640.1 A tall, slightly concave rim in a dark grey sand 
tempered fabric. The rim is crudely squared-off, cf. 
Wandlebury Fig.7,25. 

5 319.1 Rim in a hard sandy dark grey-brown fabric. The 
rim has been irregularly flattened along the top and in 
turned forming a small internal lip. A number of these 

rims were found; some had greater lipping and some 
had been flattened internally and externally to a T -
shape. cf. Linton Fig 3,4 

Small Jars 
Thinner fabric sherds or rim sherds with a smaller 
curvature may be presumed to come from small ves-
sels. However, the smallness of surviving sherds 
made it difficult to establish curvature and, hence, a 
possible rim-curvature correlation in many cases. The 
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substantial sherd from 319.1 suggests that small pots 
may have had the same slack shouldered profiles that 
have been observed in larger and more complete pots 
elsewhere. Little material was found to have been 
combed down on the outside and it is therefore likely 
that both large and small jars were usually left plain. 
6 319.1 A small ovoid jar in a shell tempered fabric. The 

inner core is grey and the surfaces a pale fawn. On the 
outside there are irregular blotches of red and grey from 
the firing. The walls of the pot have been pressed out 
and are irregular from the pressure of fingers. The rim is 
slightly out-turned and squared-off. The fabric has 
cracked on the outside, possibly because the clay was 
over-tempered or used rather dry. The outside of the 
neck, the rim and interior of the pot are smoother, by 
contrast, and uncracked. Surface marks suggest these 
areas were wiped over - if this was done with a wet 
cloth it would account for the different quality of finish 
in the two areas. 

7 319.1 Shell tempered upright rim and shoulder. The shell 
is relatively fine and occurs evenly through the sherds 
suggesting this is a deliberate mix rather than a natural-
ly occurring clay-shell mix. The sherd is a blotchy 
brown-grey. The rim has a square profile and the outside 
has been well smoothed. A similar profile, although 
from a wider mouthed pot, comes from Cunliffe A:10,14. 

8 640.1 A slightly out curved, squared-off rim in a dark 
grey fabric with light brown outer face, running down to 
an apparent sharp outward angle. 

9 637.1 A slightly outcurved rim in a grey sandy fabric. 
10 637.1 Relatively fine rim in a hard mid grey fabric ex-

tremely well burnished on all surfaces. 

Bowls 
Bowls are a key type in Cunliffe's (1974) Chinnor-
Wandlebury group but were represented at Edix Hill 
by small rim sherds. These were normally in a dark 
grey fabric which had been well burnished and were 
probably from flared rim bowls. Globular bowls may 
have also been present at Edix Hill although none 
could be recognised with certainty. Some tall rim 
sherds appeared to be in a less sandy fabric than that 
which was identified with large storage jars. These 
rims may have belonged to a third type of bowl which 
had a tall rim and angled or carinated body. These are 
a feature of Cunliffe's Chinnor-Wandlebury group. 
The care taken in achieving difficult shapes and a 
high quality of finish suggests bowls may have been 
high value and status objects. The shell tempered 
bowl is unusual on the site where shell tempered 
wares were not common. 
11 319.1 Small rim in a dark grey fabric with fine white 

grits. The rim is round edged, out turned and well fin-
ished on both faces. The finishing process has left no 
marks so the rim was probably wiped smooth. It is diffi-
cult to established the original circumference due to the 
smallness of the sherd but this may originally have come 
from a wide mouthed bowl with flared rim. cf. Linton 
Fig. 4,3. 

12 314.1 A bowl in a mid-grey fabric tempered with vari-
ously sized shell fragments. The bowl has possibly made 
from coils which have been heavily pressed in order to 

lute them together. Finger impressions can be felt all 
over the irregular surface although it has been burnished 
inside and out. This appears to be a wide mouthed bowl 
with a high, slightly rounded shoulder although this 
form was more commonly made in a dark grey sand 
tempered fabric, cf. Wandlebury Fig.7.28 

13 319.1 A thick rim in a dense dark grey fabric with a few 
small white grits. The sherd has been well polished on 
the outside and smoothed on the inside. It is unusual to 
find so thick a rim in this fabric. However, at Linton 
some thick rims in a similar fabric were found on wide 
mouthed globular bowls, cf. Linton Fig.4,19 and 20. 

14 601.2 A near upright round edged rim in a mid-grey 
sand tempered fabric. The inside has been left matt, the 
outside wiped to a smooth finish. It is not clear what 
form this comes from or the precise angle of the sherd, 
but the slightly roughen inner surface suggests this was 
not intended to be visible and that the neck may have 
therefore been upright. This is possibly from a tall 
necked tripartite bowl, cf. Canliffe (1974) A:10,18 

Bases 
15 319.1 Small base with footning. The fabric is a dark grey 

with no visible temper. The base has been carefully fin-
ished underneath to form a neat ring and all surfaces 
have been burnished. The fact that the pot appears to 
have been completely burnished inside suggests this 
was a wide vessel where the inside would be fully visi-
ble, while the care and time taken to burnish under the 
footning suggests this was a high value pot. Only one 
such foot ring was recovered from Wandlebury (Fig 
7.24) where it belonged to a relatively tall and narrow 
vessel. Because of the internal finish it is more likely that 
the Edix Hill base should be associated with a wider ves-
sel and this may be the base of a wide mouthed bowl. 

16 319.1 A base in a heavy dark grey fabric with some sand 
temper. The base has been crudely pressed out and the 
sides roughly shaped down. This may be the base of a 
small jar. 

Lugs 
A number of lugs were found on the site. Their sur -
vival may have been enhanced by the thickness of the 
material. The variety of forms, horizontal or vertical, 
shapes and sizes, is of interest as different Jugs may 
have been associated with different sized pots and, 
possibly, pots intended for different purposes. The 
-three horizontal Jugs may be seen as sized variations 
each, perhaps, attached to a larger sized pot, while the 
vertical lug appears to have come from a lighter pot. 
The 'false' lug is unusual and may be a Neolithic 
residual sherd. 
17 637.1 A small lug in a dark grey fabric with sparkling 

sand filler and a few small white calcite grits. The lug 
has been formed by attaching a piece of clay to the pot 
side, piercing it vertically to form a small hole and then 
smoothing the area well. The wall of the pot appears 
curved. 

18 601.2 A medium lug in a dark grey sand tempered fab-
ric. The lug has been formed by the addition of a clay 
piece which has been well smoothed. The distinct 
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downward shape of this lug suggests it may have 
doubled up as a handle. The addition of the lug to the 
pot has been done carefully with no distortion to the pot 
wall. 

19 319.1 A large horizontal lug. The fabric is a dark grey 
paste with sand temper. The lug has been formed by the 
addition of a clay piece to the wall of the pot which may 
have been moulded over a former to create the hole. The 
lug has been carefully smoothed and finished. Sufficient 
of the pot remains to suggest that the lug may have sat 
at the widest circumference of the pot. 

20 638.4 A small vertical lug in a brown-grey fabric. The lug 
has been made by attaching clay to the pot, possibly over 
an oval stick to form the hole. The lug has been careful-
ly finished and has a distinct square profile unlike the 
horizontal lugs which are rounded. 

21 638.1 A false lug in a soft fabric with a grey middle and 
light orange-brown exterior and interior face containing 
sand and calcite grits. The lug lies horizontally and has 
been created by adding a small amount of clay to the 
outside of the pot. Each end of this has been pierced par-
tially with a pointed implement to create the impression 
of a hole going through. The sherd is worn and not 
matched by any other sherds in the deposit from which 
it came and is quite distinct from other lugs found on 
site. Lugs were discussed by Wheeler (Maiden Castle 
p162) and Fig 37.144 & 145 shows two similar lugs 
which are Neolithic in date. Of particular interest is Fig 
37.145 which is an i.mpierced lug although each end has 
been partially pierced. A further illustrated imitatively 
pierced lug is Fig.37.149. Wheeler dated all these as 
'Neolithic X. These close parallels for an unusual sherd 
suggest that the Edix Hill sherd may also be Neolithic 
and is, presumably, residual here. 

Fingertipped sherds 
Finger tipping was the main type of decoration found 
at Edix Hill and was normally restricted to sand tem-
pered wares. Finger tipping occurred along the upper 
surface of rims and along shoulder angles. A few 
sherds were found which had been fingertipped all 
over. Nail marking did not occur except as incidental 
to the finger impressions. Decoration varied from 
shallow impressions to deep scoops and was general-
ly applied in bands. 

22 319.1 Body sherd in a dark grey fabric with a blotchy 
grey-brown surface with some sand temper. Decorated 
with a row of shallow finger impressions situated, prob-
ably, on the shoulder line. 

23 319.1 Body sherd in a hard dark grey fabric core in a 
thick orange brown sandwich with some small flint in-
clusions. The decoration has been formed by a row of 
deep fingernail scoops producing small raised areas in-
between each impression, and occurs along a high, weak 
shoulder angle. The inside of the sherd has been well fin-
ished by pebble polishing producing an even, dense sur-
face. This may be a response to the pressure of the 
fingertip and nail impressions, or indicate that this was 
a sufficiently wide mouthed vessel for this area of the in- 

tenor to be visible and, therefore, well finished. A wide 
mouthed bowl with fingertip decoration was recorded at 
Wandlebury (Fig 8.41). 

Other sherds 
24 15B/1 Stamped base sherd in terra nigra. The stamp is 

set in a poorly inscribed circle. 

25 15E A wheel made Belgic type carinated bowl in a light 
grey sandy fabric. The shoulder has two shallow cor-
dons and the carinations marked by a slight groove. 
Below this the pot has been finished by broad band of 
burnishing probably achieved by turning the pot upside 
down and rotating it on the wheel. This finish is uneven 
and has produced a low grade polished but faceted sur -
face. Presumably this lower zone was less visible and so 
less well finished. 

Discussion 

The Early Iron Age (Phase 2) 
Two distinct types of fabric were distinguished in this 
phase. The first was dark grey throughout, moderate-
ly sand tempered. The surfaces were polished or bur-
nished leaving the pottery with a 'soft', smooth feel. 
Occasional sherds had patches of fawn or orange 
colour probably due to heat variation during firing. 
Pots in similar fabric were recognised by Hartley 
(1957 ) at Wandlebury and many of the Edix Hill pots 
appeared to have close similarities to the Wandlebury 
material. The most recognisable elements of pots 
made in this fabric were flared rims from open-
mouthed bowls. These had normally broken at the 
angle with the side wall making it difficult to say 
whether there were variations in form present of the 
site. An internally-burnished base in the same sort of 
fabric with a foot-ring, in F319, may indicate the type 
of base associated with these rims. It is possible that 
some of these rims came from tripartite bowls with 
flared rims, a sloping shoulder and carination. A few 
sherds found might have been from the shoulder area 
of such bowls but without recognisably joining sherds 
the presence of tripartite bowls could not be con-
firmed. 

At Wandlebury a further variant of open-mouthed 
bowls was found where the rim ran almost directly 
into the bowl - the angle being marked by a near fold-
ing back upon itself of the clay wall. Several 
'Z-' shaped sherds which must have come from this 
folding-back area were recognised at Edix Hill, sug-
gesting that this 'mortar-like' variant of the open 
mouthed bowl was also present here. This 'Z' shape 
seems to be a local Hertfordshire type, several exam-
ples occurring along the Hertfordshire Chiltern edge. 
All variants of these bowls were distinguished by the 
care taken in their production. The shape, with its 
sharp, angular changes of direction, and the splayed 
nature of the walls would have taken skill while the 
finish on these vessels is always of a high standard. 
Surfaces, both inside and out, appear to have been 
burnished and, possibly, subsequently polished. Care 
in manufacture and the difficult shapes suggest these 
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pots may have been valued possessions and that the 
potters were capable of high quality, consistent work. 

The forms associated with this fabric appeared to 
all be variants of the bowls associated with the 
Wandlebury site (Hartley 1957). No immediate paral-
lels to the published decoration of the Wandlebury 
material - in particular the wavering zigzag motif - 
were seen at Edix Hill but there were a few small 
sherds with tooled decoration which, had the sherds 
been larger, might have been seen to have fitted into 
the Wandlebury type of decoration. 

The Wandlebury material was broadly classified 
by Cunliffe (1991) as the Chinnor-Wandlebury group 
and dated as 500-300 BC, and this dating has been 
generally accepted on Edix Hill. Cunliffe also sug -
gested a Darmsden-Linton grouping of similar date 
and geographically overlapping with the Chinnor-
Wandlebury group. Although the Chinnor -
Wandlebury and Darmsden-Linton groups have 
much in common, the material from Edix Hill does 
not have the shallow furrowing at the neck-shoulder 
conjunction which is seen on the Darmsden-Linton 
pots. It is possible, therefore, that the Edix Hill mater-
ial should be seen as part of the more westward tra-
ditions in the region - with Wandlebury as the most 
easterly outlier. 
A fabric which frequently appeared together with the 
Wandlebury type material was a dark grey-black 
throughout with a heavy sand temper. This fabric was 
of moderate thickness and so heavily sanded as to 
give a fine pimply look to both the interior and exte-
rior surfaces. The moderate thickness of the walls, the 
pimply surface and the generally uniform colour of 
this fabric suggests the vessels were only of moderate 
size which would allow a 'wet' clay to be used (re-
sulting in the pimply surface caused through evapo-
ration and shrinkage leaving the sand on the surface). 
The fairly uniform colouring is, perhaps, slightly un-
usual in that bonfire or clamp fired pots tend to have 
colour variations. Lack of variation here suggests 
careful reduced firing and relatively small pots which 
could be evenly heated both in firing and use. No 
rims or bases were present in this fabric. Shallow cur-
vature of the sherds suggests these were small cook-
ing jars. 

The Middle Iron Age (Phase 3) 
Possibly overlapping with the Wandlebury-style ma-
terial were coarser wares with less consistent finish. 
This phase might represent the middle Iron Age at 
Edix Hill. However, the lack of securely dated strati-
graphic sequences and non-distinctive nature of the 
middle Iron Age material makes it impossible to as-
sign any particular date to these assemblages. The 
most common rim form was an upright, often tall, rim 
which was squared-off in a sand tempered fabric. 
Rim-finish ranged in quality from an irregular and 
uneven finish to a near mechanic squareness. It is like-
ly that these rims belonged to slack-shouldered jars, 
although shoulders were relatively rare - possibly be-
cause of breakage along the line of the angle. 

Finger tip decoration was found on these upright 

rims and slack-shouldered pots, either as impressions 
into the clay of the body of the pot or on the top sur-
face of the rim, or as small raised areas formed by 
pinching up the clay between thumb and forefinger. 
Decoration was applied directly to the pot, not to ap-
plied bands, often along the line of a weak shoulder 
angle. Slightly everted rims, with a neck formed by 
pinching out, or slightly everting the clay over a fin-
ger, also occurred but it was not possible to say 
whether there was any typological difference in the 
final vessel associated with different rims. 

Whilst upright rims occurred in some early de-
posits, associated with Wandlebury-type sherds, they 
appear to have had a long history on the site and to 
have continued up to the Conquest. No chronological 
significance could be seen between decorated and un-
decorated rims or between those which had finger 
tipping along the rims and those which were decorat-
ed with diagonal grooving or slashes. The one recog-
nisable type of pot associated with upright rims 
appeared to be a relatively broad-mouthed pot with a 
slack-shoulder angle not infrequently marked by 
some form of finger tipping. These might, from their 
thickness be loosely described as storage jars. 
However, at Barley, Iron Age settlement similar slack-
shouldered jars with upright or slightly everted rims 
were a dominant element of the pottery typology and 
some were recovered complete. From these it could be 
seen that such pots were relatively short, c. 150mm 
tall, and had limited storage capacity. While 'storage' 
in its broadest sense may be acceptable as a descrip-
tion for these pots, it is, therefore, likely that they had 
a broader, perhaps general purpose function, for both 
storage and cooking. 

For considerable amounts of pottery there were no 
dominant characteristics but plainness. This was suf-
ficiently persistent to suggest that there was a distinct 
corpus of pottery which could be characterised by 
this trait. Plain pottery tended towards thickness, was 
frequently fawn coloured and had carefully smoothed 
outer faces, perhaps by wiping at the leather-hard 
stage, but the effect was to leave a low grade shine 
and a slightly 'soft' feel to the outer surface. No rims 
or bases could be associated with this group of mate-
rial; the fact that some sherds thickened over short 
distances suggests, tentatively, that some of these ves-
sels might have been round based. Other similar 
thickness sherds occurred alongside the plain wares; 
these tended to be sand-tempered and the surface 
was left with an irregular sandy finish which might 
be expected from the movement of hands on the sur -
face during shaping. Combing down or scratching 
with vegetation was rare. These plain sherds ap-
peared to be more frequently associated with the up-
right rims that are the typical middle Iron Age form in 
this area, rather than the Wandlebury-type pots, sug-
gesting that there may be some chronological signifi-
cance. Cra'ster (1965) suggested that Barley should be 
regarded as later than Wandlebury and suggested a 
date in the second century BC. The strong similarity 
between the finger-tipped and slack-shouldered jars 
at Barley and Etlix Hill may suggest that the Edix Hill 
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assemblage of upright rims, finger tipping and plain 
wares should reflect a similar lateness. 

One distinct type of pot which could be recognised 
at Edix Hill was the lugged pot. These, nearly always, 
occurred in a dark grey fabric with a sand temper. The 
external surface was well smoothed by tooling and, 
perhaps careful wiping, resulting in a patchy burnish. 
The lugs appear to have been horizontal and substan-
tial and, where some fragment of the body survived, 
attached to a possibly globular body. The lugs were 
always attached by extra clay carefully luted onto the 
main body. Characteristically the pot wall was never 
bent inwards from this attachment and the lugs never 
countersunk. The constancy of the fabric and attach-
ment care suggest these may be the product of a sin-
gle (unknown) source. Lugs of this type do not appear 
to have been present at Barley but were recorded at 
Wandlebury. 

Late Iron Age/Conquest period (Phase 4) 
Material in this phase continued to include coarse 
body sherds but with an increase in combing and 
scoring on the outer surface. Scoring may have been 
done using twigs - it tended to be haphazard and was 
not particularly decorative. Combing, done with pre-
formed instruments, was carefully applied. On thick-
er sherds there was a tendency for combing to run 
vertically where it may have helped to disguise the 
manufacturing process. While these thicker sherds 
may be loosely categorised as coming from storage 
vessels their actual shape was not reconstructable. 
Thickened sub-bead rims, which were sometimes in-
ternally thickened, and often well burnished, suggest 
that hand-made pots either with a vertical wall and 
bucket shaped, or hole-mouthed jars were present. 
These appeared alongside Roman wheel-made wares 
suggesting that a hand made tradition continued well 
into the first century AD. Small shell-tempered bowls 
and, possibly, shell-tempered jars with seated rims 
often with diagonal slashing along the rim were pre-
sent and also represent continuity. Some of these ap-
pear to be wheel- rather than hand-made. Belgic 
material was represented by cordoned vessels, small 
necked bowls and carinated bowls and some hand-
made copies of these. No pedestal bases were recog-
nised. Imported wares appeared together with 
Belgic-style material. An imported terra nigra platter 
wall was found as well as some local terra nigra 
copies. Imported flagon sherds and amphorae sherds 
were also present as was an imported butt beaker 
fragment. Where it was possible to suggest a date 
these seemed to cluster around the Conquest, or just 
after. 

Roman (Phase 5) 
Although Roman pottery was present the amount 
was small and spanned the 1st-2nd centuries AD. 
Most was a variation on wheel-made jars in shades of 
grey, and sand-tempered. There were several wheel-
made copies of carinated Belgic forms which survived 
surprisingly complete. However, remarkably few 
types of Roman pottery were represented on the site. 

No mortaria were found; no black burnished ware (or 
variants) was present. Cream wares were represented 
by a few sherds and a small number of pinkish van-
ants - which might have been locally produced 
flagons - were found. This suggests that this site was 
not a main focus of Roman occupation. 

Imported wares were few. Only a very small quan-
tity of samian was present and it was generally in 
such shattered fragments that only its presence could 
be noted. At least one 18/31 Central Gaul bowl was 
present; other small rim fragments indicate there may 
have been another 18/31. Two bowls in a cream, gran-
ular ware with needed rims may have come from St 
Albans, although they lacked the angle-change fur-
row which characterises much of the St Albans cream 
ware. Nene Valley type sherds were also present but 
in small numbers and as fragmentary pieces only. No 
forms could be deduced. A sherd of an unusual small 
bowl may be in a Colchester-made variant of terra 
rubra. The latest Roman phase was represented by a 
worn base of a Nene Valley flagon. 

It was also noticeable that the pottery recovered 
from fieldwalking was composed predominantly of 
Roman wares, suggesting that there was more Roman 
use of the areas than might be suggested by the fea-
tures discussed. This assemblage may have derived 
from manuring. A few glazed and modern sherds also 
from fieldwalking probably came from a similar 
source. 

Other Artef acts 

Iron (Fig. 21) 
Objects other than pottery and animal bone found in 
stratified contexts were few, mostly from upper layers 
(ie can be associated with the latest phases) and con-
sisted in the main of a variety of square-sectioned iron 
nails, and some "tacks". Apart from these nails other 
iron artefacts were found in several ditches, including 
a possible twisted square-sectioned handle from ditch 
F5 (Fig. 21:1), a possible curved knife or sickle blade 
and tang from pit F537 (Fig. 21:2), and a square-sec-
tioned bar with slightly spatulate end from Ditch A, 
possibly an awl (Fig. 21:3). The sickle is very similar to 
one represented from Grubenhaus 57 at Mucking 
(Hamerow 1993, 128 and Fig. 114), and so could be 
Anglo-Saxon, but also resembles illustrated examples 
of Iron Age knives (e.g. Cunliffe 1986 124;3). In addi-
tion two examples of Colchester brooches were found 
in stratified contexts, and both of these were made of 
iron. A triangular catch plate with the beginning part 
of the bow came from Ditch D (F120) (Fig. 21:4), 
which was found close to the burial (F149) with an-
other Colchester brooch in the grave (Figs. 18 and 
21:5). This latter was heavily corroded but x-radi-
ograph photography revealed a number of features 
which allowed its manufacture to be assigned no later 
than c. 50 AD. (Hattatt 1982; especially 61, Fig. 18.16). 

Iron Age coins 
Bronze of Tasciovanus, c. 20 BC 
Gallo-Belgic Type E, 60-50 BC (copper (plated?) forgery) 
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Bronze of Tasciovanus, c. 20 BC-10 AD 
Bronze of Tasciovanus, interregnum Rues 10 BC-10 AD 

In addition to the coins actually found on the site, 6 
Ambiani gold staters were found to the south of Edix 
Hill, near the river. In total, 12 coins are recorded in 
the Celtic Coin Index for Barrington, and 4 further 
coins from Orwell and one from Shepreth. In this con-
text, such a concentration on and around Edix Hill ap-
pears significant, with implications for the status of 
the site. The dates of the site-specific coins fits with 
the general bias of the Barrington group. 

Roman coins 
Aes of Valens, 364-78 AD 
Constantine I, 313-5 
Aes of Valentinian I, 364-7 AD 
Aes of Gratian? 

Four Roman coins were found from unstratified con-
texts, 3 of which could be identified as 4th century in 
date, corresponding to the one stratified example 
from Ditch A. Four Roman coins were found with 
Anglo-Saxon burials (two of 4th century date, one of 
1st century, and 1 possibly of the 3rd century); al-
though these examples might have been collected 
from elsewhere and introduced to Edix Hill as part of 
the grave group, nonetheless the evidence for other 
examples of similar date occurring at the site could 
suggest they had originally been found there. 

Bronze 
Two fragments of a Bronze Age rapier or dirk (Fig. 
21:15 and 16) were found in top-soil. 

There were 7 brooch fragments (Fig. 21:17-23) of 
bronze, all belonging within the 1st century AD. 
These included 2 fragments of Hod Hill type, 2 
Colchester type, and examples of Dolphin (Colchester 
derivative), Langton Down and Lion-bow brooches. 
A solid triangular piece of bronze was also found 
which is tentatively interpreted as a leg for a large 
container (Fig. 21:25) and a possible strap-end (Fig. 
21:24). 

A decorated bronze strip was found in ditch F30 
(Fig. 21:6), decorated with parallel incised lines. It was 
found about half way down the fill of the feature and 
resembles in size and form a Late Roman belt "stiff-
ener" (Clarke 1979, Grave 376, 261 and 285 and Fig. 
95, 491) dated to around AD 400. Attribution of such 
a date would show very late activity on site as also 
demonstrated by some sherds of pottery, but its posi-
tion in an Iron Age ditch suggests this uncertain iden-
tification could be misleading. A bronze pin with a 
flattened head and incised lines (Fig. 21:8) was found 
in ditch F160 (perhaps part of the Ditch E complex) 
and a parallel to this of early Roman date can be seen 
at Irchester (Hall and Nickerson 1967, 97, small find 5). 

Silver 
A silver strip in ditch F623 (Fig. 21:7) was decorated 
with parallel incised lines. 

Lead 
Two strips of lead folded together were found in F167 

(Fig. 21: 9), although this ditch could be part of 19th 
century coprolite working. 

Bone 
In Pit F176 a bone pin and pierced dog tooth (Fig 21:10 
and 11) were found with animal bone and a large as-
semblage of early Iron Age pottery in an ashy deposit. 
A bone needle (Fig. 21:13) found above Ditch B (F325) 
had been broken and redrilled in antiquity. A red deer 
antler from F27 had been worked. 

Ceramic 
A ceramic spindle whorl (Fig. 21:12) was also found in 
Pit F176 

Jet 
Ajet ring (Fig. 21:14) was found in pit F315. It is pre-
sumed to date from the Bronze Age and to have been 
redeposited in an Iron Age pit. 

Flint 
One Neolithic axe (Fig. 20) was found in an Anglo-
Saxon grave (29), having presumably been deposited 
as a grave-good (Malim and Hines 1998, 57). 

Figure 20. Neolithic flaked flint axe. Length 88mm. 

Foreign stones 
Quartzite, limestone and an igneous rock were identi-
fied. The various reddish and blackish discoloura-
tions evident on the exteriors of many quartzites, as 
distinguished from their interior colour, indicate ex-
posure to fire at a temperatures expected from open 
domestic hearths (Cohn Forbes, pers. comm.). A 
quern fragment of millstone grit was identified from 
pit F194 and a fragment of whetstone from the Roman 
phase of Ditch A. Niedermendig lava quern frag -
ments were recovered from pit F305. 

Other 
Daub was found in small quantities from pits F537 
and F350 and F368, and from Ditch A. Chalk concre-
tion residues from industrial activity were found in 
pits F176 and F143. A small amount of slag was re-
covered from several of the ditch fills, but most of it 
came from the Roman Ditch B (Fill). 
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Fauna! Remains 
Simon J. M. Davis 
(See also Ancient Monuments Laboratory Report 54195) 
Most of the animal remains were recovered by hand 
excavation only and derive from the Iron Age pits and 
ditches. It is unfortunate that sieving was not under-
taken on a larger scale as many smaller bones and iso-
lated teeth, even of large animals such as cattle and 
sheep may well have been missed causing a bias 
favouring larger bones. Small bags of sieved material 
were recovered, but these contain too few remains of 
small mammals to be significant. Most bones are fair-
ly well preserved and some appear to have been 
gnawed by carnivores (see below). For a full descrip-
tion of the methods used see Davis (1992). The species 
represented and their size are discussed below and 
summarised in Table 3. 

Sheep and goat 
As Table 3 indicates, most of the caprine bones at Edix 
Hill belonged to sheep and there was no evidence for 
the presence of goat. In the British Iron Age goats 
were kept in very small numbers only (Grant 1984a). 
For the purposes of further study (eg biometry and 
age at death) the sheep/goat teeth and bones are re-
ferred to herein as sheep. The sheep at Edix Hill are 
compared to their Roman and medieval relatives 
from Owslebury, Hampshire and Launceston Castle, 
Cornwall respectively (Maltby 1987; Albarella and 
Davis 1995; Davis, in press) using a log ratio diagram, 
with a sample of 26 modern unimproved Shetland 
ewes (see Fig. 22). This shows that the Edix Hill sheep 
were rather small and little different from the Roman 
sheep at Owslebury and the medieval ones at 
Launceston Castle. Note that most of the breadth and 
depth measurements of various bones such as 
humerus, tibia, astragalus and the metapodials, lie to 
the left of the Shetland standard (the 0.00 line in Fig. 
22). It is interesting that two of the three metapodials 
are longer than the Shetland standard sample. 

Since limb-bone lengths are all highly correlated 
(Davis in press) it is probable that the Iron Age sheep 
at Edix Hill had long slender limb-bones compared to 
modern unimproved Shetland sheep. The Roman and 
medieval sheep mentioned above also had longer and 
slenderer limb bones than the modern Shetland stan-
dard. Luff's (1993) measurements of the distal widths 
(Bd) of sheep tibiae from Roman Colchester also indi-
cate that the Edix Hill sheep were probably also simi-
lar in size to those from that city. The distal tibia 
widths (Bd) listed for several Roman sites in Luff 
(1982) are also similar to the tibia Bd measurements at 
Edix Hill. 

N 	 % 
Sheep/Goat 337 	 50 
(Sheep 76) 
(Goat -) 
Cattle 177 	 26 
Pig 102 	 15 
Horse 35 	 5 
?Red deer + 
Hare 	 5 
Dog 	 19 
Fox 	 1 
Water vole 	 19 
Field vole 	 17 
Mole 	 1 
Peregrine falcon 	1 
Amphibia 	 7 

Table 3. Numbers ofanimal bones found at 
Barrington. Percentages are given for the more 
common food animals. /1  +-' denotes the presence of a 
non-countable (see Davis, 1992) bone. 

Cattle 
The cattle bones at Edix Hill are too few and damaged 
to enable detailed study of their size. Those that were 
measured are small, though not quite. as small as the 
ones at Danebury (Grant 1984). 

Equids 
Equid teeth and bones can also be difficult to deter-
mine to species (certain ass and horse bones are some-
times easily confused). The Edix Hill equid teeth 
undoubtedly belonged to horse: the enamel folds on 
the biting surfaces of the mandibular teeth had "U" 
shaped lingual folds and the buccal folds partially 
penetrate between the flexids in the molars (see 
Eisenmann 1981). 

There are several series of horse mandibular teeth 
and their measurements can be compared to the Iron 
Age pony from Hook in Hampshire (Davis 1987). The 
P2—P4 tooth row from F160 is similar in size to the 
Hook pony, but the two other specimens, a P3—M3 
tooth row from Fill and the P2 from F162 (see also 
below) are approximately 10% larger than the Hook 
pony. Differences in equid dental measurements 
should be treated with caution due to age-related 
changes in the shape and size of teeth. The metacarpal 
from F315.1 has a lateral length of 193.5 mm and the 
metatarsal from F611.2 has a lateral length of 
250.9 mm. Multiplying these measurements by 
Kiesewalter's factors (von den Driesch and Boessneck 
1974) indicates their withers heights were 1.24 metres 
(12 hands 1 inch) and 1.34 metres (13 hands 1 inch) re-
spectively. Since the pony - horse boundary lies at 14 
hands 2 inches, both Edix Hill metapodials belonged 
to ponies rather than horses. According to Coy and 
Maltby (1987) Iron Age ponies ranged from 10-14 
hands. 

Pigs 
The absence of any especially large specimens of Sus 
suggests that the small sample of pig bones and teeth 
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belonged to the domestic pig rather than the wild 	veyed dog remains from archaeological sites in 
boar. 	 Britain. He suggested that small dogs of this size, oth- 

erwise known as lap dogs, were (as indeed they are 
Dog 	 today) a luxury. As far as his records indicated, lap 
The mandible of an exceptionally small dog, possibly 	dogs first appeared in Roman times. Its location with- 
found in ditch 5, has a lower carnassial tooth (M,) 	in an Iron Age ditch, however, was uncertain, as 
whose antero-posterior length measures 13.3mm. The 	Grave 62 was positioned in the same place. It is more 
Edix Hill mandible is smaller than a Jack Russell and 	likely, therefore, that this was a grave good put in 
almost as small as a Pekinese. Harcourt (1974) sur- 	with an Anglo-Saxon burial which had been situated 
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over the ditch. 

Other taxa 
Several hare and a fox bone testify to some hunting by 
the inhabitants of Edix Hill. There is a single fragment 
of deer (probably red deer) antler from F27. It appears 
to have been worked: its surface had been abraded 
perhaps by rubbing on a stone. The absence of other 
deer bones is worth noting but in view of the total size 
of the assemblage, may not be of any great signifi-
cance. According to Grant (1984a) bones of wild ani-
mals are very rare on most Iron Age sites in Britain. 
Little importance can be attached to a mole bone 
(Table 3), which probably represents a later contami-
nation. The presence of water vole (in pits only, see 
below) and amphibia bones (in both pits and ditches) 
indicate the presence of water. The field and water 
vole bones all derive from pits, into which they had 
evidently fallen. A mature falconid tibiotarsus found 
in general cleaning levels over ditch F425 was identi-
fied by Dale Serjeantson as peregrine falcon. She has 
compared it with sexed specimens at the Ornithology 
Department of the Natural History Museum (Tring) 
and suggests (pers. comm.) that it is more likely to 
have belonged to a female than a male. She also 
points out that this species is rare on Iron Age sites in 
England. 

Frequencies of taxa 
Of the nearly 700 recorded bones and teeth 50% be-
longed to sheep, 26% to cattle and 15% to pig. 
Undoubtedly hand collection has meant that many of 
the smaller bones and teeth, especially the smaller 
taxa, were lost during excavation. Notwithstanding 
recovery (as well as preservation) biases, and given 
the greater size of cattle, the inhabitants of Edix Hill 
probably ate mainly beef and rather less lamb/mut-
ton and some pork. There are approximately 4-5 
times more sheep molars than cattle molars. These 
teeth tend to preserve well, are less subject to the ac-
tion of dogs, and are easier to see on excavation. They 
may therefore provide a better estimate of the ratio of 
sheep to cattle - at Edix Hill more like 5 to 1, though 
given the greater size of (even Iron Age) cattle, it still 
seems reasonable to assume that the inhabitants of 
Edix Hill ate more beef than mutton. At the nearby 

site of Baldock, sheep were also the most common 
species in the Iron Age phase (Chaplin and 
McCormick 1986). 

The abundance of sheep compared to cattle ap-
pears to be a characteristic of first millennium Iron 
Age sites in England, especially the second half. This 
general increase in the numbers of sheep throughout 
the first millennium is linked to the spread of down-
land arable, with even higher frequencies of sheep oc-
curring on sites located on higher ground such as 
chalk downland (Grant 1984a, Cunliffe 1991). At 
Danebury for example sheep numbers were as high 
as 70% (Grant 1984b). Robinson and Wilson (1987) 
noted that the percentages of sheep remains on 12 
Iron Age sites in the midlands ranged between 25% 
and 63% while on 15 Roman sites these percentages 
dropped to between 12% and 45% with pig and cattle 
becoming more frequent (see also King 1978). Thus 
with its predominance of sheep over cattle and pig 
the Edix Hill fauna is typical of Iron Age sites in 
southern Britain. Another point of interest is the 
rather low percentage of pig. Annie Grant (in press) 
suggests that there is a correlation between relatively 
high proportions of pig remains and high status occu 
pation, although she cautions that the 'high' percent-
ages are rather lower than those of Roman and 
medieval periods. Those with little pig are low status 
or ordinary rural sites. The Celts prized pork above 
all other flesh and regarded it as the food of the gods 
(Ross 1967, 313). 

Parts of the skeleton present and butchery marks. 
There are insufficient bones to investigate possible 
body part preferences. Variations between the differ-
ent bone-counts probably reflect differential preserva-
tion and recovery (Brain 1967). However, the rather 
high ratio of teeth to bones, especially in the case of 
the sheep, is worth noting and is probably to some ex-
tent due to the action of dogs; teeth are harder and rel-
atively unpalatable. High teeth-to-bone ratios appear 
to characterise many rural sites where the rate of de-
position may have been lower (than in towns) and 
dogs were perhaps more common (Albarella and 
Davis 1994). 

Some bones at Edix Hill had been gnawed and 
some others, generally smaller ones, show the typical 

Ditches 
Cattle 	Sh/Goat 	Pig 	Horse 	Dog 	Hare 

Number of gnawed bones 	 3 	 1 	 2 	 2 	 - 	 - 
Number of partially digested bones 	 - 	 6 	 - 	 - 	 - 	 - 
Total number of bones 	 93.5 	180.5 	38 	27 	 8 	 1 

Pits 
Cattle 	Sh/Goat 	Pig 	Horse 	Dog 	Hare 

Number of gnawed bones 	 9 	 3 	 - 	 1 	 - 	 - 
Number of partially digested bones 	 - 	 4 	 1 	 - 	 - 	 - 
Total number of bones 	 76 	142 	60.5 	8 	 11 	 5 

Table 4. The effect of carnivores on the Barrington animal bones - ditches and pits compared. Numbers of gnawed 
and partially digested bones. 
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pattern of partial digestion (as described by Payne 
and Munson 1985) also probably the result of carni-
vore activity (Table 4). The number of gnawed plus 
partially digested bones in ditches is 14 (4%) and in 
pits is 18 (6%). This small difference in apparent car-
nivore activity between pits and ditches, however, is 
not statistically significant (at the 5% level, x2 = 1.3). 
General post-depositional destruction may also have 
been more severe in ditches than in pits, a factor 
which may have some bearing upon the frequencies 
of juveniles versus adults (see below). Thus for sheep 
in ditches the bone: tooth ratio is only 0.4:1 while in 
the pits it is higher at 0.6:1. (These ratios are calculat-
ed by comparing total numbers of all sheep teeth with 
total numbers of all sheep bones.) 

Some of the bones had been chopped and/or bear 
cut marks, but the number is too small to allow, for 
example, a comparison of the cattle and equid bones. 
However, an equid femur (F642.1) has a small mark 
which may have been inflicted by a blade and an 
equid metapodial (F162) has some small transverse 
cut marks which may well be skinning marks. With so 
few butchery/cut mark data for both equid bones and 
cattle bones it is not possible to discern any difference 
in the treatment of these two animals at Edix Hill. 
How horse flesh was exploited (eg fed to the dogs or 
consumed by the human inhabitants) remains an 
unanswered question. In the Celtic tradition the horse 
played an important role, and there are known refer -
ences to horses being killed and eaten such as the rit-
ual consumption of a mare during the inauguration of 
a king (Ross 1967, 321-333). 

Age distribution of animals culled 
The relatively large number of lambs is especially ev-
ident. Note the high counts of deciduous teeth corn-
pared to permanent ones. If we look more closely at 
these, ie at the wear stages of the last deciduous pre-
molar or dP4, the majority are in wear stages 13-18 
(probably aged around 3-18 months; Deniz and 
Payne 1982). They do not therefore appear to include 
many lambs in the 0-3 month old category (there is 
just one with no wear). In other words they belonged 
to "older" lambs. In table 7 the dental wear data are 
pooled into the mandible age classes of Payne (1973). 
This also shows the high numbers, some 18-25 out of 
a total of 48 mandibles, culled in their first year of life 
and only < 11 culled at ages greater than three years. 
A large cull of lambs towards the end of their juvenile 
period suggests, admittedly tentatively (especially 
since it is quite likely that younger lamb bones and 
teeth did not preserve and/or were not recovered), 
that the prime reason for rearing sheep at Edix Hill 
was for their meat. This age pattern is at variance with 
those patterns found on many other Iron Age sites 
(Grant 1984a), though as Grant indicates, there was 
considerable variation. Countrywide, wool appears to 
have become increasingly important as evidenced by 
the findings of loom weights, spindle whorls and 
weaving combs (Ryder 1983). Robinson and Wilson 
(1987) suggest too that the provision of meat from rel-
atively young animals was a major aim of the sheep 

husbandry, though there may well have been a 
greater demand for secondary products. In Roman 
times evidence suggests that sheep were slaughtered 
at later ages implying greater emphasis on milk and 
wool. 

With so few specimens, it is difficult to interpret 
the cattle, horse and pig ageing data. As is generally 
the case for pig, an animal bred mainly for its meat 
and fat, most of the pigs at Edix Hill were culled 
young. The cattle were culled over a wide range of 
ages. The presence of some milk equid teeth as well as 
very worn permanent teeth suggests (very tentative-
ly) that horses may have been bred locally and were 
exploited for their full life span. 

An equid premolar with a strange pattern of wear 
The equid anterior mandible fragment (Fig. 23) from 
ditch F162 showing a peculiar pattern of tooth wear. It 
has canine teeth and so probably belonged to a stal-
lion. Especially interesting is the front part of the bit-
ing surface of the P2 (the first cheek tooth). which is 
bevelled. Close examination of the tooth failed to re-
veal any evidence for spalling of the enamel such as 
might occur through use of a bit, the most common 
cause of this bevelling effect. Indeed the enamel folds 
of the paraconid are little different from those further 
back on the tooth. There are two other possible expla-
nations for the bevel; either this aberrant wear pattern 
occurred 'naturally' as a result of unequal wear be-
tween the P2 and its counterpart in the upper jaw, for 
bevelling of the P2 can be caused if a horse is "parrot-
mouthed" when the upper tooth row overshoots the 
lower one (Payne, in press). or the anterior part of the 
P2 had been filed down. Immediately following such 
treatment both enamel and dentine would be flush, 
but after several weeks/months, continued wear 
would reduce the height of the dentine more than the 
harder enamel and the latter's folds would again 
stand proud. The enamel on the bevelled part of this 
specimen does indeed stand proud but not to quite 
the same extent as on the posterior 2/3rds of the biting 
surface. This could be taken as evidence that the tooth 
had indeed been filed some weeks/months 

Figure 23 Horse tooth, showing wear pattern 
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before death. My own feeling, however, is that this 
peculiar wear pattern is simply due to unequal wear 
of upper and lower P2s. 

Other anomalies and pathology 
In artiodactyls the lower third molar tooth is charac-
terised by having three pillars. The third pillar, or 
hypoconulid, is somewhat smaller, and occasionally 
fails to develop. The cause of this failure is not under-
stood and it may be an inherited trait. Of the 10 cattle 
M3s at Edix Hill, 3 have missing hypoconulids - a 
rather high frequency. Relatively high frequencies 
have been reported in Roman assemblages at Exeter, 
Devon (10/76 cases; Maltby 1979) and Dorchester, 
Dorset (7/114 cases; Maltby 1993) and the medieval 
levels at Launceston, Cornwall (14/108 cases; 
Albarella and Davis 1995). In the post medieval at 
Launceston this trait appears to have almost com-
pletely disappeared and Maltby (1979, 40) suggests 
that it may have disappeared from English cattle 
some time after the Roman period. More data con-
cerning this trait should prove interesting and may re-
flect genotypic variation in cattle both geographically 
and through time. 

A cattle caputfemoris (the proximal articular sur-
face of the thigh bone) from F629.1 has exostoses 
(bony outgrowths) around its neck and the caput sur-
face is worn down and shiny in appearance. This con-
dition may develop in old individuals and is thought 
to be associated with old work animals and animals 
which have suffered excessive strain to their 
hindquarters. 

Pits versus ditches and the nature of the pit contexts con-
taming animal bones 
A detailed examination of the pit contexts in which 
bones and teeth were found revealed that most of the 
bones and teeth derived from "infills" rather than pri-
mary deposit. There is no evidence for any difference 
between pits and ditches. Tables 5 and 6 show that the 
percentages of juvenile sheep teeth and bones are 
higher in the pits than in the ditches. This is perhaps 
because the conditions of preservation were better in 
the pits than in the ditches due to different soil condi-
tions. Robinson and Wilson (1987) note that bones 
from Iron Age sites tend to be well preserved "'partic-
ularly those deposited in storage pits, but those in 
ditches are more degraded". 

Pit F531 contained a special burial of a dog with a 
cattle skull placed on top of it. The dog skeleton is 
nearly complete and in articulation. The cattle skull is 
also complete and lay the right way up over the dog's 
skull. The dog bones are relatively undamaged, and 
do not bear any traces of butchery or knife cuts. 
Clearly a complete carcass was buried. Other bones 
and teeth recorded from this context include a pig 
milk incisor, a caprine mandible, a cattle distal radius 
and a gnawed cattle calcaneum. The dog femur and 
tibia are similar in size to a modern collie skeleton in 
the Ancient Monuments Laboratory collection which 
stood 18 inches at the shoulder. 

Pits 	Ditches 
dP4s in wear stages 0-13 	 9 	2 
dP4s in wear stages 14 and above 	8 	8 

M1s and M2s in wear stages 0-4 	3 	1 
M1s and M2s in wear stages 5-8 	12 	27 

Table 5. Pits and ditches compared: wear stages of 
the very young sheep teeth at Barrington. Wear 
stagesfollow Payne (1987) 

Pits 	 Ditches 
Cattle Sh/G Cattle Sh/G 

Deciduous teeth 	 11 37 8 27 
adult teeth 	 30 50 37 101 
% juveniles 	 27 43 18 21 

Unfused limb bones 
(metaphysis or epiphysis) 3.5 	24 	6.5 	15 
Fused limb bones 	 19.5 	19.5 	22 	22 
% juveniles 	 15 	55 	23 	41 

Table 6. Pits and ditches compared: numbers and 
percentages of juvenile and adult cattle and 
sheep/goat teeth and limb bones. 

Discussion 
Almost 700 hand-recovered animal bones and teeth 
were identified and recorded from Edix Hill. Most de-
rive from pits and ditches and belonged to sheep 
(50%), cattle (26%), pig (15%) and horse (5%) and a 
small number of other species. The sheep were small 
and slender-limbed and the majority were slaugh-
tered at 3-18 months, indicating that they were prob-
ably kept primarily for their meat. The assemblage 
includes an exceptionally small dog mandible and a 
pony lower premolar tooth (P2) with an anomalous 
bevelled front corner. Apart from a higher proportion 
of lambs in the pits, there was little difference be-
tween the faunal assemblages from pits and ditches 
and it seems most likely that the pits were simply 
filled with rubbish after their use was discontinued. 

Most of the faunal remains from Edix Hill were 
from animals commonly eaten in antiquity. Taking 
into consideration the greater weight of cattle com-
pared to sheep, the frequencies of the species at Edix 
Hill indicate that the bulk of the meat consumed at 
Edix Hill was probably beef, followed by lamb/mut-
ton and some pork. The relatively (in comparison to 
earlier Iron Age sites and Roman sites) high percent-
age of sheep is typical of this period and the low num-
ber of pig bones is typical of settlements of this 
period. 

The sheep (there was no evidence for goat) were 
similar in size (and probably also conformation) to 
Roman and medieval sheep, and they had similarly 
slender metapodials. They were small compared to 
modern unimproved sheep. The rather high propor-
tion of lamb teeth suggests that the sheep were kept 
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primarily for meat. Most of the animal bones from the 
pits were recovered from the later rather than the 
primary fillings. This suggests that animal bones in 
pits are derived from debris which had been lying 
around the site rather than being specially placed in 
pits. There appears to be little difference between the 
pits and ditches at Edix Hill, except for a higher pro-
portion of juvenile sheep bones and teeth in the pits. 
This could reflect better conditions for preservation in 
pits and/or more careful excavation of these features. 

A peculiarly bevelled equid lower cheek tooth (P2) 
could be an early example of a veterinary practice in 
which horse teeth are filed down to prevent injury to 
their cheeks, although a more probable but mundane 
explanation is that it was caused by unequal wear of 
upper versus lower P2s. 

Human Remains 
Corrine Duhig 
The skeleton, which lay in a supine position (Fig. 18), 
was that of a female, aged 25-35 who was probably 
approximately 1.61m. tall during life. It showed evi-
dence of arthritis and dental disease and was 75% 
complete. The skeleton had severe Schmorl's nodes. 
These are indentations in the vertebral body surfaces 
produced by pressure from the soft, interior nucleus 
pulposus of the disc which has herniated through its 
firm outer covering, and are indicative of disc de gen-
eration resulting from weight-bearing stresses on the 
spine (Resnick and Niwayama 1988,1527-8). 

The Environment 
Peter Murphy 
Bulk samples for flotation were taken from a range of 
Iron Age pits. The samples were processed in a bulk 
sieving/ flotation tank using 0.5mm meshes through-
out. Flots and residues from approximately 200 litres 
of bulk sample were received for assessment, togeth-
er with a few hand-collected items. The flots were 
largely composed of modern roots with very low den-
sities of charcoal fragments, some charred cereal re-
mains and weed seeds and abundant mollusc shells. 
Mammal bone fragments, small mammal and am-
phibian bones had been extracted from the residues. 

Apart from charcoal the samples included charred 
cereal grain fragments, Triticum spelta type grains, 
Hordeum grains and Triticum spelta glume bases, with 
fruits and seeds of Rumex sp, Lithospermum arvense, 
Galium aparine, Eleocharis palustris/uniglumis and nut-
shell fragments of Corylus avellana. These charred 
plant remains, however, occurred at very low densi-
ties. They must indicate some cereal processing on 
site, but apparently not in close proximity to the fea-
tures sampled. 

The land mollusc assemblages were generally 
dominated by species characteristic of open condi-
tions: Pupilla muscorum, Vallonia costata, Vallonia excen-
trica, Helicella itala and a few Vertigo pygmaea. 
Cochlicopa spp and the Trichia hispida group were also 
frequent. In some contexts snails indicating shaded 
habitats were present: mainly Carychium spp and 
Discus rotundatus with Pomatias elegans, Acanthinula  

aculeata, Vitrea spp, Aegopinella spp, Oxychilus spp 
and occasionally Vertigo pusilla. There were also some 
freshwater species: Valvata cristata, Valvata piscinalis, 
Aplexa hypnorum, Anisus spp, Bathyomphalus contortus, 
Gyraulus albus and Armiger crista, especially in the top 
fill of Ditch E (F559). 

The terrestrial snails are assumed to represent the 
local fauna, indicating generally open conditions but 
with some more shaded micro-habitats, perhaps in 
the features themselves. The aquatic snails are mostly 
not typical ditch species, tolerant of desiccation and 
poor oxygenation. It seems more probable that they 
were imported to the site with various raw materials—
perhaps hay, reeds or alluvial clay. 

Calcareous material from pits F105, F143, F176, 
and F194 was also examined. It consisted of hard 
lumps, very irregular in shape with cavities and 
rounded projections, which show a semi-crystalline 
structure where fractured. These resemble calcrete or 
perhaps chalk indurated by secondary calcite deposi-
tion, although this is unlikely to have occurred in a 
shallow archaeological feature. The associated char-
coal and (in pit F176) small porous globules of fused 
material suggest that the structure of this material re-
sulted from heating. Sparse charred cereal remains 
were associated with this, but might be related to the 
use of the cereal by-products as fuel rather than indi-
cating that some sort of crop-processing activity is 
represented. 

Interpretation 

The Farmstead 
Most of the early features on Edix Hill are either pits 
or boundaries. There is chronological overlap be-
tween these feature types, but nonetheless our evi-
dence suggests that many of the pits predated the 
major ditches. In broad terms, the focus of activity ap-
pears to have shifted from the west to the centre, with 
later features found mostly on the brow of Edix Hill, 
or as ditches leading up to it. Comparison of finds 
from ditches and pits shows no distinction between 
deposition purpose or origin between the two feature 
types, suggesting rubbish found its way into most 
features. 

Pits 
Cylindrical pits were generally uniform in size and 
shape, and often appear uneroded. This suggests they 
were either covered or quickly backfilled once they 
had fulfilled their purpose. The common design, with 
vertical sides and flat bases, demonstrates the care 
with which they were cut, which discounts their use 
as marl pits, for example. As they were not structural 
features, and few show signs of long-term use, their 
most obvious function would be for storage. Similar 
pits can be seen on Iron Age sites in most of Britain. 
Flotation of soil samples from basal fills of these pits 
revealed small quantities of charred cereals such as 
barley and spelt, as well as hazelnuts. 

Most of the irregular pits may just be weathered 
examples of the cylindrical ones (eg Fl, F28 etc), but 
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some seem to have had a different purpose. The most 
striking of these are F143 and F176 with their complex 
sequence of cuts and fills and series of stakeholes, 
found in association were layers of ash, burnt stones 
and chalky concretions, evidence that suggests indus-
trial use. 

Boundaries 
The boundaries, ditched and fenced, formed droves 
and enclosed areas, possible stock pens, and appear to 
have been maintained and reinstated over a long pe-
riod of time, perhaps three or four generations. Some 
were small gullies with sharp profiles with little ero-
sion, probably foundation trenches for fences or pal-
isades. The larger ditches, mostly flat based, would 
have formed substantial barriers, and with banks 
thrown up on the inside (for which some evidence 
survives, see Ditch B and Ditch A3), and hedging or 
fencing on top, control of animals would have been 
effective. There is little evidence for erosion from use 
as drains, although they may have held water at cer-
tain times of the year. 

Other features 
Remaining features, small and large postholes in sin-
gles or groups, probably represent temporary struc -
tures, possibly racks for agricultural purposes such as 
drying vegetation or skins, or as windbreaks, 
haystacks or other functions. 

The concentration of stakeholes in one small area 
of Trench X, their relationship with various pits, such 
as F143 and F176, and the association with burning in 
these and F145 are important when considering their 
function. The report on the chalky concretion (see 
Environment) shows that it was fire and not water  

that had affected the deposits, evidence which agrees 
with the ash and burnt stones also found in them. 
Simple cooking hearths seems unlikely; no evidence 
for metal working was found in association, nor did 
the degree of heat represented by the sides and con-
cretion suggest great temperature. It is possible that 
they formed the base of some kind of pottery firing in 
a turf kiln, and that the clay lining would have helped 
as an oven for this or a baking purpose. However, the 
stakeholes are difficult to relate to these interpreta-
tions, unless they were holding some platform on 
which things were to be burnt. It is also possible that 
these pits were used as pyres for offerings. The depo-
sition of a large body of reasonably high quality pot-
tery from F176, would tend to support an idea that 
these pits might have been concerned with the ritual 
side of life closely linked with the domestic. 

The Economy 
The assemblage of animal remains found at Edix Hill 
was small, and so comments relating to animal hus-
bandry can only be tentative. The indications are that 
cattle (some long-lived, and with evidence from one 
of use as a work animal) was the most important meat 
animal on site, but that numbers of sheep were far 
greater. The predominance of young animals shows 
that sheep were reared for meat rather than for wool. 
As is normal with Iron Age sites many bones showed 
evidence of having been gnawed and partially digest-
ed by carnivores, and dogs were clearly present, best 
represented in the articulated burial of a complete 
dog in pit F531. Horse (pony) bones were found in 
small numbers, some with possible defleshing marks. 
The presence of milk teeth and very well worn per-
manent teeth suggests they were bred locally and 

Structures 	 Artefacts 	 . 	Processing 
Domestic 	 some daub 	 pottery (bowls, storage jars, 	butchered bone 

cooking pots) 	 quern fragments 
needles/pins 

. 	 spindle whorl 
. 	 nails 

Agriculture storage pits sickle? /knife cereals (wheat, barley) 
granary? drying racks? . faunal remains 
ditched droves/palisades/fences (sheep, cattle, goats) 

Industry 	. pits and stakeholes imported stones ash deposits 
chalky concretions 
some slag 

Trade and exchange brooches 
coins 
imported pottery 

. , (amphorae, flagons, beakers, terra rubra/nigra) 

Religion pits with placed deposits 
. (dog skeleton, cattle skulls) 

graves (Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon, as well as Bronze Age ring-ditch) 

Table 7. Evidencefrom Edix Hill of Iron Age activities 
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used for their full life span. 
Pottery and animal bone found in the pits and 

ditches demonstrate domestic activity in the area. 
Metal artefacts, such as brooches and coins, indicate 
that the inhabitants were not particularly poor, evi-
dence'borne out by the number of imported wares 
among the ceramic assemblage especially amphorae 
and flagon fragments, and access to such markets 
would have been easy along well-defined routes such 
as the Icknield Way, lesser tracks in the vicinity, and 
the river. Craft activities are represented by occasion-
al finds of spindle whorls and bone needles, some in 
association with the pits mentioned above. Crop pro-
cessing of spelt and barley, amongst other species, 
was happening somewhere on Edix Hill, represented 
by querns and environmental evidence, which also 
showed that other materials such as reeds and foreign 
stones had been brought in to the site. Wild animal 
bones and hazel nuts suggests only a small element of 
hunting and collecting. The activities represented on 
site are summarised on Table 7. 

Ritual 
The earliest feature found at Edix Hill was a Bronze 
Age burial mound, and the site was reused as a ceme-
tery in its latest, Anglo-Saxon, phase. There is also one 
burial that may date to the 1st century AD. Evidence 
for ritual use is therefore also worth exploring in the 
Iron Age. 

Two pits show definite evidence for placed de-
posits, Fl and F531. A cattle skull was placed central-
ly on the very base of the pit in the first, and a 
homogeneous fill, devoid of other finds, indicates that 
the pit was then backfilled around it, while the skele-
ton of a dog with a cattle skull placed above was 
found as a secondary deposit in pit F531. Such evi-
dence is in line with deposits in storage pits on many 
Iron Age sites. Deliberately lighting of fires in pits is 
also sometimes recognised, most probably as part of a 
ritual activity. In pits F176 and F143 at Edix Hill low 
temperature fires appear to have been burnt, associat-
ed with stakeholes and a large deposit of fine pottery. 
One interpretation for this could be use of the pits for 
offering pyres, and deliberate deposition of important 
possessions. 

It is also possible that some of the other pits with 
layered episodes of infill and large assemblages either 
pot or animal bone (not both) could also reflect placed 
deposits, although this was not apparent when they 
were excavated. The ritual function of Iron Age pits is 
presently the subject of much research (e.g. Hill 1995) 
and is explored in some detail by Cunliffe (1992). It is 
worth noting that certain pits contain large assem-
blages of pot, sometimes with particular parts pre-
dominant such as rims, or are largely one vessel, 
while others contain very little or none. It is therefore 
possible that some of the pottery was also deliberate-
ly deposited (for example pit F154) and such conclu-
sions would be comparable to recent reassessment of 
the Wandlebury material (Hill unpublished mss). The 
apparent exclusivity of pits containing either animal 
bone or pottery is similar to patterns seen on Wessex  

sites (J. D. Hill, pers. comm.). 
Finally, the occurrence of coins at the site sits un-

comfortably with its general status as a rural farm-
stead. If, however, its dimension as a religious site 
was also important at this stage then perhaps the 
coins were part of votive deposits. It is very interest-
ing to record the find of 6 gold staters (Ambiani) near 
a crossing-place of the river Rhee 1km to the south of 
Edix Hill. Both the river and a possible trackway (the 
Portway or Great Potters Way) which-ran along its 
northern bank show that this hoard might have been 
linked to communication routes, but the reasons for 
the deposition of a relatively common but valuable 
group of coins is unknown. Twelve other Iron Age 
coins are known from Barrington (Index of Celtic 
Coins, de Jersey, pers. comm.). 

Local and Regional Context 
Many sites of similar age and character are known 
from the region (Fig. 1) although very little has been 
found on the claylands west of Edix Hill. Apart from 
stray finds from Orwell and Malton the nearest sites 
are those discovered and excavated as part of a British 
Gas pipeline in 1994/5 at Wimpole (Site 6), Shepreth 
(Site 10) and Foxton (Site 5) (Price et cii, 1997, 12-39). 

Three penannular gullies for roundhouses were 
discovered at Wimpole dated between 100 BC and the 
Roman Conquest, although pottery suggests the pos-
sibility of a slightly earlier, middle Iron Age date for 
the beginning of use (ibid. 19). This site is interpreted 
as having been a typical unenclosed settlement with 
mixed farming situated on marginal clay land. 
Features suggesting stock control replaced the round-
houses, and around the Conquest period an enclosed 
settlement appears to have been constructed immedi-
ately to the south, with a large "defensive" ditch (ibid. 
17-8). Its close proximity to both Akeman and Ermine 
Street suggests that the settlement would have been 
strategic, but the ditch was backfilled and the site de-
serted c. 80 AD. Close to Foxton Brook in Shepreth a 
curvilinear enclosure was discovered with isolated 
pits and postholes. Late Iron Age pot and a radiocar-
bon date of 195 BC-AD 75 established its date and the 
interpretation given was of water management to cre-
ate lush pasture for stock. A rectilinear enclosure, c. 60 
x 40m containing a circular feature (roundhouse?) 
was seen from air photographs lying parallel to the 
stream and immediately to the south of the curvilin-
ear one (Wilson and Taylor 1995). Across the brook in 
Foxton parish, mid - late Iron Age pits and 4 round-
houses were found on drier land (Price et al, 1997, 
24-26). 

Further south at Foxton, and also situated beside 
the brook, a late Iron Age settlement containing stock 
enclosures and ditched droveways was shown to 
have been occupied between 1st century BC - early 1st 
century AD (Macaulay 1995). This settlement was rich 
in faunal remains and allowed speculation that the 
site had specialized in animal husbandry. Fox also 
found late Iron Age settlement remains in the parish 
( Fox 1924), and at Manor Farm, Harston, there were 
ditched features (droveways, paddocks and bound- 
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Figure 24. Comparison of major ditch profiles from Wimpole and Edix Hill (Wimpole section after Taylor 1995, 143-
146). 

aries) similar to Edix Hill (Malim 1994). 
At Wimpole, the small area investigated included 

domestic structures dating to the 1st century BC and 
a "defensive" ditch, or major boundary with evidence 
of complex reuse, similar to Ditch A at Edix Hill, and 
with a similar date for the final phase of infill. The de-
sign of this successive boundary is virtually mirrored 
by Ditch A (Fig. 24), suggesting that the two sites 
could have been constructed with a common purpose 
and design. At Hooper's Field, Barrington, Foster re-
ported on another Iron Age enclosure with a ditch of 
larger scale (approximately 4.3m wide and 2.5m 
deep). The enclosure was about 80m x 30m and con-
tamed large pits and "drains" (gullies, possibly 
trenches for palisades or fence lines) (Foster 1883, 
6-9). 

Complex use and reuse of Iron Age storage pits has 
been examined at many sites. Local examples include 
Barley, Wandlebury, and Greenhouse Farm, (Fen 
Ditton). At Barley, approximately 150 pits and one 
horseshoe shaped gully (a house?) were excavated. 
The design and size of the pits, as well as their histo-
ry of infill, is remarkably similar to those from Edix 
Hill, and it was noted that these must have been cov-
ered and quickly infilled as little erosion appears to 
have occurred (Cra'ster 1961 and 1965). Evidence for 
intense burning in two, plus two dog skeletons, cattle 
skulls, an infant and 2 child burials, and stacked pot 
sherds as well as complete or near complete vessels, 
suggests ritual activity was practised at Barley. At 
Wandlebury the pits were mainly shallow cylindrical  

features and were found to have up to 3 layers filling 
them which were interpreted as rubbish quickly de-
posited, as adjoining pot sherds were found from dif -
ferent layers. At least three of the pits had been used 
for burial. A profusion of pits both inside and outside 
of the hill fort is presently the focus of much field-
work and reassessment of previous work (French and 
Gdaniec 1996 and Hill 1996). 

At Duxford, Pepperton Hill, evidence for storage 
pits, possible granaries, and a system of ditches and 
enclosures or paddocks was found by the 1994 British 
Gas Pipeline (ibid. 40-8). This settlement appears to 
date to the early Iron Age, with reuse in the 1st centu-
ry AD. Another early Iron Age settlement was recent-
ly excavated at Fordham, containing irregular pits 
and postholes, with 4-post granaries and circular 
arrangements. Palisaded Bronze Age enclosures and 
field ditches were also found, suggesting possible 
continuity, with large ditches acting as "cross-ridge" 
boundaries between low-lying fen areas. 
Deliberately-placed deposits of articulated bone and 
stacked pot sherds were found in some pits (Denham 
et al. 1997). At Greenhouse Farm, Fen Ditton, approx-
imately 200 pits and some ditched features were 
found containing middle Iron Age pottery, (Evans et 
al. 1997) and across the Cam at Milton excavations re-
vealed Iron Age roundhouses with separate areas of 
pitting and agricultural structures (Reynolds 1994, 
Bray and Reynolds 1997; and Connor 1997). 

The abundance and size of pits at Edix Hill, there-
fore, is consistent with sites in the area, as is their ap- 
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parent episodic infilling. The zoning of pits in one 
area, granaries and agricultural structures in others, 
stock enclosures elsewhere, and domestic housing 
grouped in another zone, would be an acceptable di-
vision of any farm unit. A good example of such zon-
ing can be seen at Rectory Farm, Great Shelford where 
a roundhouse enclosed by a rectangular ditch formed 
a domestic zone (Site V), with an area of extensive pit-
ting located 250m to the south (Site II) (Trump et al. 
1978). Stock handling replaced settlement at 
Wimpole, and was found to be the main area of inter-
est at Herods Farm, Foxton, at Shepreth and possibly 
at Duxford in its later use. The large area uncovered at 
Fordham has allowed a widespread picture to be ob-
tained, and it is interesting to note that at this purely 
early Iron Age site there is little evidence of ditched 
features for stock control. In general, therefore, we can 
see a change from sites with numerous pits in early-
middle Iron Age times, while larger ditched features 
and parcelling up of the landscape occurred in the 
later Iron Age. Such parcelling up of the land is re-
flected on a large scale by features such as the 
Cambridgeshire dykes (Malim et al. 1997, 109, 117). 
The southeast to northwest orientation of these linear 
earthworks is mirrored by the enclosures and co-axial. 
field-systems found at Edix Hill and Hooper's Field 
in Barrington and at other sites in the vicinity. The sig-
nificance of such territorial sub-divisions and their 
implications for a changing economy within the later 
Iron Age need to be discussed in greater depth else-
where. 

APPENDIX I 

The decorated pottery: is it Iron Age or Anglo-
Saxon? 
Morag Woudhuysen 
Simply decorated sherds, often with no more than a 
few tooled or incised lines, were found at Edix Hill 
and, on a site where this technique could be either 
Iron Age or Anglo-Saxon, the problem. of distinguish-
ing particular periods arose. As a result all the deco-
rated sherds were examined as a group to see if any 
clearer distinctions might be made (Fig. 25). 
Stratigraphic evidence was ambiguous in some cases, 
but others (see below) were in Iron Age contexts. 

306.1 Small body sherd in a grey brown fabric, sand tem-
pered with a few flint grits. 6rnrn thick. The exterior 
face smoothed and brown coloured, the interior 

. . dark grey and sandy. Four sharply incised fine par-
allel lines. 

40 Dark ;  grey body sherd, possibly from a base angle. 
The fabric contains fine sparkling filler. The pot may 
have been coil made and then well pressed to pro-
duce even walls 5mm thick. The exterior has hap-
hazard lines scratched, possibly with vegetation, 

10/A:3 Small body sherd in a light brown fabric with fine 
flint temper. 5mm thick. Two fine tooled parallel 
lines. 

19 Small body sherd in a dark grey-brown sandy fabric. 
, 4mm 'thick. 'A fine tooled line and a small round  

;./ 
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Figure 25. Decorated pottery 

impression. 
321.11 Two body sherds in a dark grey sandy fabric 10mm 

thick. Deep, fine irregular cuts on surface 
2 Body sherd in a light brown fabric with a few fine 

grits. 5mm thick. Three parallel fine tooled lines, 
slightly curving. 

3 Dark grey body sherd in a sandy fabric. 8mm thick. 
One tooled line. 

304.1 Body sherd in a dark grey fabric. 7mm thick. 
Possibly from the shoulder area. Three deeply tooled 
parallel lines. 

XII 1000/325 Large body sherd in a dark grey sandy fabric 
with fine flint tempering and small flint grits. 6mm 
thick. Two broad, rather irregular tooled lines. 

321/1000 Body sherd in a dark grey fabric; a little rounded 
quartz gritting. 5mm thick. Possibly from the shoul-
der area. Medium thickness tooled lines possibly 
originally three parallel lines set at an angle to three 
other parallel lines in a chevron, meeting at a tooled 
horizontal line. 



Prehistoric and Roman remains at Edix Hill, Barrington 	 51 

705/1000 Dark grey body sherd with a brown-grey exterior 
face. Sand tempered. 5mm thick. The decoration has 
been formed by several short, roughly horizontal 
impressions which form an irregular line from 
which depend four incised lines at different angles 
to each other suggesting that they may have formed 
a swag 

683.1 Dark grey body sherd with a well smoothed exteri-
or. 6mm thick. A very small area with two tooled 
curving lines possibly stamp impressed. 

631.9 Body sherd in a dark grey fabric with some sand 
temper. 6 mm thick. Two tooled lines and three 
tooled lines meeting in a chevron. 

628.1 The inside surface has smoothed areas possibly 
caused by pebble wiping on the inside; the exterior 
is well smoothed. 8mm thick. Two groups of three 
tooled parallel lines meet in a chevron. 

312.1 Small mid-grey body sherd with sand temper. 4mm 
thick. Two fine parallel tooled lines 

457/1000 Dark grey body sherd with a few fine flint grits, 
and sparkling sand filler. 8mm thick. The inside ap-
pears to have been smoothed. possibly by pebble 

. wiping. The exterior face has been smoothed and left 
faintly faceted. There is a shallow circular impres-
sion with a shallow tooled line joining to it. 

726.4 
*l and 2 (Fig. 25; 3 and 5).Two body sherds almost certainly 

from the same pot The fabric is dark grey with some 
sparkling sand and occasional grits. The pottery is 
irregular c. 5mm thick. The exterior has a broad bur-
nished band from which descend near-vertical, four 
broad parallel burnished lines and, on the other 
sherd, two widely spaced parallel burnished lines at 
an angle. 

3 (Fig. 25;9) Body sherd in a mid-grey fabric, light 
brown-grey on the interior face. 6mm thick. Exterior 
well smoothed. Three parallel lines and eight paral-
lel burnished lines meet in a chevron. 

176.5 
*1 (Fig. 25; 6) Dark grey body sherd with a light brown 

exterior face. 8mm thick. The inside has been pebble 
polished to such an extent as to leave the surface 
nearly entirely burnished. On the outside a short 
length of a single broad tooled line curving very 
slightly 

*2 (Fig. 25; 7) Dark grey body sherd which has had the 
interior pebble polished. 5mm thick. Two lightly 
tooled lines roughly parallel and curving on the out-
side. 

*1761 (Fig. 25; 2) Body sherd in a light grey fabric. 7mm 
thick. The inside appears to be pebble polished; the 
exterior is well smoothed. Two broad tooled lines 
parallel to each other and curving slightly. 

176.5 Dark grey body sherd with small white grits. 5mm 
thick. Outside has two incised parallel lines meeting 
two others in an acute angle chevron. 

*1763 (Fig. 25; 4) Large body sherd from a possibly globu-
lar vessel with a flared rim. The fabric contains sand 
and white grits and is dark grey; the exterior patchy 
grey-brown. The interior has been pebble polished 
to a burnish and the exterior has been irregularly 
smoothed. At the angle with the rim is a broad, ir-
regular tooled furrow from which depend two 
groups of tooled lines both curving leftwards. In the 
field between the lines are three shallow depression 

arranged in an inverted triangle. 
531.1 (Fig. 25; 1) Dark grey body sherd with a dark grey-

brown face. Some sparkling sand and fine white 
grits. A horizontal tooled line from which descends 
three parallel broad tooled lines. A small round de-
pression also. 

*551.1 (Fig. 25; 8) Body sherd in a dark grey fabric with a 
brown exterior. 6mm thick. The inside appears to 
have been pebble polished. The outside is decorated 
with two groups of four roughly parallel tooled lines 
meeting in a broad angled chevron. 

*6791 (Fig. 25; 10) Dark grey body sherd with sand and 
small white grits in the body. 10mm thick. Two par-
allel deeply tooled lines. 

637.1 (Fig. 25; 12) Light grey body sherd with a dark grey 
outer face. Some sparkling sand filler. 5mm thick. 
Three broad tooled parallel lines. 

640.1 (Fig. 25; 13) Body sherd in a mid-grey sand tempered 
fabric. The exterior face is patchy brown-grey. 5mm 
thick. Exterior face burnished all over and has three 
parallel incised lines. 

154 (Fig. 25; 11) Sherds probably all-from the same pot. The 
rim is tall and upright with a sharply squared-off 
profile in an orange-brown sandy fabric. Rounded 
white quartz and small white flint inclusions, to-
gether with a few random larger stones, have been 
included in the fabric which is c. 6mm thick. Bottom 
of neck marked by a deep groove, below which the 
pot appears to be sub-globular. The sherds from the 
body area are dark grey and have the remains of a 
burnish on them; although no joins are possible it is 
probable that all this material is from one pot, as 
decorative elements in common can be found on 
both orange-brown and grey sherds. The decoration 
consists of swags across the body of the pot which 
have been applied with a three toothed comb. The 
swags are poorly applied and the lines tend to be in-
termittent. 

Some of the above sherds, marked , have been sug-
gested as possible Anglo-Saxon sherds (Malim and 
Hines, 1998). Two examples, (Fig. 25; 3 and 5 (also in 
Malim and Hines as Figs. 5.9; 5 and 6) have been re-
ferred to as having 'multilinear incised decoration, 
forming a chevron... '  However, it should be noted 
that these sherds have a burnished decoration. 
Another, (Fig. 25; 9 Malim and Hines Fig. 5.9; 7) dif-
fers in fabric from the other two and has burnished 
decorative lines. The burnishing tool has left slight 
furrows. The remaining sherds correspond as: Fig. 25; 
2,4,6-8, 10/Malim and Hines 1998, Fig. 5.9; 8,15-18, 
10 respectively. 

From the above it is clear that the majority of 
sherds have been decorated with tooling with some 
rounded-point instrument - possibly a piece of pol-
ished wood or bone. The result is a shallow furrow 
with a rounded profile which may also appear to 
have a shiny surface. Incising was found more rarely 
at Edix Hill. Whilst the actions of tooling and incising 
are not dissimilar, there is a distinction between the 
two techniques which was rarely recognised in older 
reports. Burnished patterning was rarely found at 
Edix Hill although all-over burnishing of a surface to 
produce a polished look was done, particularly in the 
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Late Iron Age. 
Although the sherds are generally very small some 

have a slight curve at one side suggesting that the 
decorated area came from just above or below an 
abrupt change of angle in the pot. The sherds are so 
small that it is impossible to discuss complete 
schemes of decoration, however there appear to be 
two major forms of decoration present - parallel 
tooled lines, often in a chevron shape; or curving 
tooled lines. A further decorative element found con-
sisted of pitting, with a small round ended tool, or the 
creation of shallow circular depressions. These are 
carefully finished and clearly distinguished from fin-
ger tipping which can be found on other wares from 
the site and may have been intended to imitate metal 
prototypes. Many sherds were well made, with a 
smoothed surface, perhaps carefully finished before 
decoration. 

Highly decorated regional pottery from the Iron 
Age is known, particularly outside the eastern regions 
and further to the west. The eastern regions appear to 
have had simpler forms of decoration, often executed 
with less confidence than that found elsewhere. 
Decorated sherds found on Iron Age sites in the re-
gion are relatively few and often too small to allow 
speculation about the full scheme or the pot from 
which they are derived. However, Cunliffe (1968) has 
discussed some decorative elements found in the 
eastern regions and a number of parallels to Edix Hill 
material can be cited. Tooled diagonal lines and small 
pits were recorded at West Harling, Plate III. 5 and 8 
(Clark and Fell 1953). At Fengate (Hawkes and Fell 
1945) a number of wide-mouthed, carinated bowls 
were excavated. These had tooled lines meeting at an-
gles, chevron patterns and arcading, often set be-
tween tooled horizontal lines (cf. Plate 1.2 and Plate II. 
3). The decoration extended all over the pot in a few 
cases but was predominately defined to the angled 
shoulder area where it would have been most visible. 
Many of the Fengate bowls had tall, slightly flared 
rims and it is likely that the tall flared rims from Edix 
Hill may have come from such vessels although no 
rims could be linked to other parts of the appropriate 
profile. A tooled base from Linton (Fell 1953) had lines 
arranged in a chevron pattern between horizontal 
lines. 

Fengate also had pottery decorated with round 
punch marks which, the excavators suggested, was of 
a slightly later date. Similar decoration was found at 
Darmsden (Cunliffe 1968) where several pots were 
decorated with "isolated neat circular depressions, 
from which spring zones of shallow tooled lines usu-
ally converging at their, lower end to form a 'V' pen-
dant from the depressions." However, broad tooled 
furrows, particularly at the angle of the neck to the 
body, which appeared frequently at Darrnsden were 
not recognised at Edix Hill. The use of small pits 
('punched decoration') together with short straight or 
curved lines is a characteristic of pottery over a wide 
area which Cunliffe (1974) characterised as the 
Chinnor-Wandlebury group. 

At Hunsbury hill fort (Fell 1937) elegant rounded 

or globular bowls and jars were decorated with curv -
ing lines (ibid. Fig 6 Dli) and hanging swags between 
tooled horizontal lines (ibid. Fig 6 D.12) . Also present 
was pottery decorated with shallow circular depres-
sions (ibid. Fig 10 D.15). Some sherds from Barley 
(Cra'ster 1961) were found decorated with small cir-
cular pits and broad, curved, tooled lines although no 
overall pattern could be deduced from these. 
However, they may represent Hunsbury type decora-
tion. From further west, decorated pottery from The 
Caburn (Hawkes 1939) had arcades, tooled lines, 
small round pits (Plate XI) and circular, possibly 
stamped, decoration (Fig. K.80) occurring together. 

All these elements - tooled furrows, tooled lines in 
chevrons, parallel-line groups and arcades/swags, 
small pits, circular depressions and, possibly, 
stamped decoration - can be found at Edix Hill, albeit 
in very small quantities. On the forms of decoration 
sherds can be paralleled from a wide range of sites. 
Although the original dating may be an issue at some 
sites (not least because the original excavations may 
have been done more than fifty years ago) such mate-
rial and schemes of decoration are accepted as Iron 
Age. There is, therefore a strong case that all such sim-
ilarly decorated material from Edix Hill (with the ex-
ception of obvious Anglo-Saxon sherds included in 
graves and few of which were decorated) may be Iron 
Age rather than later. 

However, the methods and decorative techniques 
used in the Iron Age were very simple and the same 
techniques can be found on well-accepted Anglo-
Saxon material. Visual inspection of the fabrics has 
not allowed any strong conclusions to be drawn by 
which the sherds could be assigned to either period. 
All the sherds are hand-made and many of them 
show fine flint gritting. Of particular interest, as part 
of the manufacturing techniques, is the treatment of 
the inside surface of some sherds. These have become 
burnished by the movement of a smooth object on the 
inside which may have been used to help maintain 
the wall of the pot during its formation. The term 
'pebble polish' has been given to these examples 
without implying that the resultant burnished/pol-
ished surface was an intentional outcome. It is not 
clear to the writer whether this is a period-specific 
technique or a commonly used way of pot shaping 
used at various times. This unintentional effect has 
been noted on Anglo-Saxon pots but it would be of in-
terest to know if the effect has been observed else-
where and under what conditions. 

Two sherds, probably from the same pot, which do 
appear to be different are the first two sherds de-
scribed in 726.2. These have a different feel from all 
other sherds and the surface feel is of almost imper-
ceptible surface irregularities - possibly caused dur-
ing manufacture. These are the only sherds decorated 
with burnishing as opposed to tooled lines. These two 
sherds are, therefore, distinctive and have been posi-
tively recognised by Hines as Anglo-Saxon. 

The difficulty in distinguishing between Anglo-
Saxon and Iron Age by fabric means that decoration is 
a particularly important factor in assigning dates. 
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Two large sherds in the group of decorated sherds are 
of particular interest because they exhibit something 
of the pot profile as well as a scheme of decoration; 
one has been assigned anAnglo-Saxon date by Hines. 
The sherd, 176/3, includes both decoration and some 
indication of the body shape. Decorated with hang-
ing, curving lines and shallow impressions this pot 
has elements which are common in the Anglo-Saxon 
period, and which are also often associated with 
Romano-Saxon wares, but, it is suggested, which 
could be equally at home in the Iron Age. 

The globular shape of the bowl is distinctive at 
Edix Hill where much of the finer material appears to 
have been wide-mouthed bowls with carinated or an-
gled shoulders. Globular bowls are, however, found 
at Hunsbury (Fell 1937) and Fengate (Hawkes and 
Fell 1945). An example from Fengate, Fig. 7 R.6. 
shows the lower part of a bowl with three parallel 
lines curving across, while Hunsbury, Fig. 6 D.12, 
shows hanging swags with tooled lines above. 
Between the curved lines of 176.3 are circular impres-
sion in an inverted triangle. Carefully made circular 
impressions were noted in a number of earlier exca 
vations, often because it was felt they showed affini-
ties with examples of pottery from the Continent. 
Bushe-Fox (1915) noted the occurrence at 
Hengistbury Head in his Class E pottery (Plate XX) 
which was distinguished by circular depressions 
sometimes arranged in inverted triangles. Parallels of 
an appropriate date can, therefore, be found for the 
decoration on 176/3. Precise parallels to the form of 
this pot have not been found but a somewhat similar-
ly shaped pot from Esher is shown in Cunliffe (1974) 
Darmsden-Linton group A:11.28 which is represented 
as a round bodied pot with a tall flaring rim and dec-
orated with horizontal furrows and circular depres-
sions. 

Two further pots with similarities can be found in 
Fox (1923); Plate XI.A3 shows a drawing of a pot from 
Grantchester with a slight carination and (suggested) 
flaring rim, decorated with circular depressions and 
parallel (presumably tooled) line and described as 
'early Iron Age'; Plate XV.1 shows a remarkable pot 
with bosses and inverted triangles of shallow circular 
depressions between parallel lines which might be re-
garded, on sight, as Romano-Saxon. Fox was clearly 
in two minds about this pot - he describes it as wheel-
made - and drew attention to the similarities between 
Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon wares. Whilst bosses are 
not usually found on Iron Age pottery examples are 
known, cf. Fengate Fig. 10. Misc. 6. Fox included this 
pot in a section clearly dealing with Iron Age materi-
al and must have understood it to be of this date. The 
pot is not dissimilar in form to the Darmsden-Linton 
group pot already discussed. 

Pot .176/3 can, therefore, be shown to have similar-
ities in both shape and decoration with Iron Age ma-
terial and could be acceptably dated to this period. 
Stratigraphically it was found in a layer in a pit with 
a large assemblage of other sherds clearly attributable 
to the early Iron Age, and sealed by a further layer 
containing other Iron Age pot. The second pot is 154. 

The pot finds the closest parallels from Fengate where 
the tall, slightly flared rim with a squared-off top can 
be paralleled with Fig. 6. Q.2, while a similar hanging 
swag of three parallel lines can be matched on a glob-
ular pot in Fig. 7 R.6. 

From this it may be seen that the decorated sherds 
from Edix Hill can be paralleled with material from 
other Iron Age sites, particularly Fengate and 
Hunsbury and thus both of the largest sherds (176/3 
and 154) may be Iron Age rather than Anglo-Saxon. 
Although the amount of decorated material is small it 
would appear to have slightly stronger affinities with 
sites predominately to the west and north rather than 
eastwards and its presence may indicate a class of 
finer Iron Age material present at Edix Hill. 
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An Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Oakington, Cambridgeshire 
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Summary 

Part of an Anglo-Saxon cemetery was excavated within the 
medieval village of Oakington. In total, 26 burials were 
found, including one urned cremation and one double 
grave. The survival of human bone was generally good, al-
though several graves had been disturbed by later features. 
Most burials were accompanied by grave-goods, though 
some of these were very humble. They included 18 brooches, 
about 90 beads, 7 buckles, 1 ivory bag-ring, 10 knives, 3 
latch lifters, 6 pins of bone, copper alloy or iron, a Roman 
coin, 1 spear, 2 shield-bosses, 2 strap-ends, 1 pair of tweez -
ers and 2 sets of wrist-clasps. Apart from one almost com-
plete pot, 9 graves contained sherds that appear to have been 
deliberately deposited, usually on the shoulder or by the 
pelvis, and 4 graves had animal (meat) bones placed as 
grave-goods. Study of the skeletal remains demonstrated a 
tall and generally healthy population which nonetheless suf-
fered periods offamine and was accustomed to a life of con-
stant hard physical work. All grave-goods were of 
6th-century date. Early prehistoric ditches preceded use of 
the landfor a cemetery. In the early medieval period the site 
lay on the western side ofOakington village, adjacent to the 
main road through the settlement; ditches of this date were 
also found. 

Introduction 

Oakington is situated where a greensand ridge crosses 
a tongue of gravel and alluvium that projects from 
Histon, just north of Cambridge. Otherwise, the sur-
rounding geology is mostly gault clay. The site is close 
to Beck Brook, a tributary of the Ouse, and it lies mid-
way between the Roman town of Cambridge, about 3 
miles to the southeast, and the edge of the Fens, a sim-
ilar distance to the north and northwest. The nearest 
important Anglo-Saxon site to Oakington was the 
cemetery excavated at Girton College, two miles to the 
south-southeast. Traces of early Saxon settlement have 
been found adjacent to Girton church, roughly mid-
way between the two cemeteries, and within the me-
dieval centres of neighbouring villages at Cottenham, 
Waterbeach and Willingham (Taylor 1997, 54, 1998, 27, 
92, 105). 

There are few prehistoric finds known from 
Oakington, and Roman occupation has been recog-
nised only from occasional pot sherds found in gar-
dens and fields close to the village, apart from coins 
found near the Cambridge to Godmanchester road. 
This Roman road, known as the Via Devana, passes 
along the parish boundary just over a mile south of the 
village. A route from this road to the Fens, passing by 
the cemetery, was in use by the 11th century at least. In 
1086 there was a substantial population in Oakington, 
about 275 people in all, and a priest is recorded. Most 
land was held by the Abbot of Crowland, who had a 
manor house near to the church. In the Middle Ages, 
settlement was concentrated on the route ways slight-
ly to the north of the cemetery. From the mid 14th cen-
tury the population in Oakington was quite small and 
the cemetery site was undisturbed, the land probably 
being used for grazing. In the 1920s it was changed 
into nursery gardens, and ploughing and digging dis-
turbed several graves at this time. Finds reported to 
the Cambridge Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology consisted of a male skeleton with a 
spear and shield-boss over his head, three more skele-
tons, and three coloured glass beads. Villagers also 
noted 'many bits of bone' on the field surface. 

The land was later purchased for use as a village 
recreation ground, and there was no further distur-
bance to the subsoil until 1993. Then an area of about 
15 x 18m was cleared for erection of swings and slides 
etc, and human bones were unearthed. The police 
called Alison Taylor to the site, and she noticed a 6th-
century brooch with a skeleton. Machining was 
stopped instantly, and Simon Bray and Stephen Kemp 
of Cambridgeshire's Archaeological Field Unit were 
called to lift the skeleton that afternoon, as the place 
was too public to leave exposed finds in the ground. It 
was clear that many other burials were present, and so 
the parish council kindly agreed to delay further con-
struction work for a year, in which time South 
Cambridgeshire District Council was able to make a 
grant available to pay for excavation of the area that 
would be disturbed. 

The excavation, directed by Stephen Macaulay, 
took place over a fortnight in the following May 
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( 1994). Problems encountered were unseasonally wet 
weather, which made some recording and lifting of 
delicate items difficult, and the overriding need to lift 
every skeleton that was exposed on the same day be-
cause the nature of the site, on a public recreation 
ground surrounded by housing estates, made privacy 
and security impossible. It was for this reason that the 
locations of a few items that lay beneath skeletons 
were unfortunately not recorded. 

The Excavation 

Prehistoric Features 
Two ditches of early prehistoric date were noted in 
the area of excavation. One ran roughly northwest to 
southeast, was about c. 1.5m wide x 0.5m deep, and 
was cut by Grave 25 (1993 excavation). It had a 
leached orange-brown silty clay fill and contained 
worked flints of Mesolithic and Neolithic date. It was 
not excavated, but merely noted during the lifting of 
the skeleton found in 1993. A second ditch, Ditch 52, 
ran northeast to southwest, was 1.4m wide x 0.42m 
deep, and had a similar fill and finds. It is possible 
that these ditches were two sides of a rectangular fea-
ture. 

The Anglo-Saxon Cemetery 

Grave 1. 
Female, aged mid 40s, ht: 1.61 m (5' Y) 

Cruciform brooch, copper alloy, (Mortimer Type Q. 
Length: 126mm. 
Large potsherd, max. dimension: 170mm, estimated rim 
diameter: 180mm. Hard fabric, differentially fired red 
and grey, with finely pulverised shell-tempering. 

3 and 4. Wrist-clasps, 2 pairs, copper alloy, (form 137). Length: 
35mm. 

5 and 6. Pair of annular brooches, copper alloy. Diameters: 
49mm. 

9-22. 14 amber beads. Total weight: 9gm. Location not recorded. 
23-4. 2 blue glass beads. Location not recorded. 
25. Silver-in-glass bead. Length: 10mm. Location not recorded. 

(The beads probably all lay beneath the body) 
Belt-set: 

Ring, iron. Max diameter 34mm. 
Strap-end, copper alloy with iron rivet. Length 37mm. 

Knife, iron (Type B; size group 1). Total length 
112mm, length of blade: 67mm. 

Buckle, iron, with D-shaped loop. Width of loop: 
18mm. Location not recorded. 

The grave was gently-shelving and wide, 1.12 x 0.8 x 0.3m, 
with a yellow-brown sandy clay fill, and had been truncated 
by modern disturbance to the north. 
The skeleton is complete apart from a few of the 
smaller hand bones, one patella and most of the bones 
of the foot. All the sex-determining features are fe-
male and this woman's height, determined from the 
length of several long bones, was about 1.61m (53"). 
Although the pubis, the part of the pelvis normally 
most reliable for estimating age, is broken, the dental 
wear and the condition of the auricular area of the 
pelvis indicate that she was probably in her mid 40s 
when she died. The level of degenerative change in 

her spinal column is marked, with osteophyte devel-
opment, cysts and some eburnation. The teeth also are 
in poor condition: six are carious and five abscesses 
had developed at tooth roots at various times; there is 
slight tooth crowding at the front of the mandible. 
Within the skull, the sella turcica, the seat of the pitu-
itary gland, has changes suggestive of erosion during 
life, which is most commonly due to raised intracra-
nial pressure or a tumour of the pituitary itself. 
Further study is impossible as the skull is broken. 

Grave 2. 
Immature, 12 years or under 
No grave goods 
Indeterminate, sub-rectangular grave, cut and mostly 
destroyed by Ditch 12. 
Only a few bones are present: the right humerus, two 
rib fragments, part of the pelvis, both legs and the left 
foot. The epiphyses are unfused in all cases, showing 
that this was an immature individual, but the absence 
of the skull and much of the skeleton prevents precise 
ageing. The acetabulum is unfused, so this was a child 
of not more than 12 years of age. The length of the 
long bones suggests late childhood. 

Grave 3. 
Male, aged 25-35, ht: 1.91m (6'3 
1. Knife, iron (Type B; size group 1). Total length: 133mm, 

length of blade: 93mm. 
Wide, sub-rectangular grave-cut with steep sides, 2 x 0.8 x 
0.2m, dark yellow-brown silty clay fill. 

This massive skeleton shows marked male character-
istics in skull and pelvis and male proportions in 
other bones, with a height in life of approximately 
1.91m, or 6'3". The shoulder area is missing, and al-
though a few ribs were visible on excavation they 
were not recovered. Both dental wear and the condi-
tion of the pubic symphysis indicate that this man 
was probably in the range 25-35 years of age when he 
died, but he had already developed changes in his 
spine similar to those of 1, as well as Schmorl's nodes 
on every vertebra. Bony lipping by osteophyte devel-
opment is present in the joints of his elbows and in his 
right arm at the site of the attachment of the deltoid, 
one of the major muscles of the arm. It is likely that 
heavy work was the cause of all these changes. 

Grave 4. 
Female, aged 40-?, ht: 1.65 m (5'5"') 

Cruciform brooch, incomplete, copper alloy, (Mortimer 
Type B or C). Surviving length: 78mm. 
Small long brooch, cross-headed/trefoil derivative 
type). Length: 74mm. 

3-5. 3 blue glass beads. Max. diameter: 11mm. 
1 amber bead, wt. >1gm. 
Ring, iron. Diameter: 53mm. 
Buckle, iron with D-shaped loop. Inner width of loop: 
24mm. 
Knife, iron (Type B; size group 1). Total length: 150mm, 
length of blade: 90mm. 
2 potsherds with hard dark-grey fabric, tiny white mica 
flecks, one of them from the base of a small round- 
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bottomed pot, found just above the grave and probably part 
of its grave-goods. 

Wide, irregular, sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, 
1.7 x 0.8 x 0.18m, brown, sandy clay fill. 

The skull, right arm, shoulder girdle and most of the 
hand bones are missing from this skeleton. Despite 
the absence of the skull, sexing of the remains is not 
difficult as the pelvis is clearly female in form and all 
recovered bones are quite gracile. This woman would 
have been of middle height in life, about 1.65m (55"). 
Her age is difficult to determine as the condition of 
the pubic symphysis corresponds to a very wide 

range, from 42 to 87 years, but degenerative age 
changes in the spine are only present in the four low-
est joints, so it is tentatively suggested that she prob-
ably was not much older than her 40s when she died. 

The third and fifth (last) lumbar vertebrae show a 
condition known as spondylolysis, in which the arch 
of a vertebra is not attached to its vertebral body. The 
cause can be an inherited defect, but is more com-
monly brought about by injury to the lower spine in 
youth, causing separation at a narrow point of the 
arch. If no movement of the separated parts takes 
place the condition usually causes no problems, but if 
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the arch and body slide in relation to each other, then 
sciatic pain can ensue, sometimes of crippling seven-
ty (Adams 1961). In this case it is possible that the 
twisted shafts of the right metatarsals were caused by 
extra pressure on this foot, due to sciatic pain which 
forced her to favour the left leg when walking. 

Grave 5. 
Child, aged about 2 years. 

Wrist-clasp, incomplete half, copper alloy (form 137). 
Surviving length: 25mm. 

The fill of the grave also contained 12 tiny fragments of cop-
per alloy, 2 pieces of sheet and 10 globules. These are tenta-
tively identified as working waste. 

Sub-rectangular grave with steep sides, 1.5 x 0.6 x 
0.15m, yellow-brown sandy silt fill. 
The remains are those of a child, whose delicate bones 
have suffered badly from erosion and are very fragile. 
The hands and feet and most of the vertebral column 
are missing. Fortunately, teeth preserve well, so much 
of the dentition has been recovered even though the 
jaws are fragmentary, and from the tooth develop-
ment and stage of eruption age at death can be estab-
lished as about 2 years. 

Grave 6. 
Child, aged about 18 months. 
No grave goods. 
Sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, 0.78 x 0.72 x 0.6m, 
yellow-brown sandy silt fill, cut by Grave 5. 

As with the previous remains, this small skeleton is 
poorly preserved, in this case consisting of a skull and 
a few limb bones only, but the teeth have been recov-
ered with some jaw fragments. The child's age at 
death was approximately 18 months. The condition of 
cribra orbitalia is present in the eye orbits, indicating 
iron-deficiency anaemia, although in a mild form 
(stage 2) and there is also another indication of stress 
to the growing child in a spot of defective enamel on 
one tooth, representing a period or periods of starva-
tion or very severe feverish illness during the time at 
which the tooth was developing. 

Grave 7. 
Male, aged 25-35, ht: 1.9m (6'2'- ) 

Pair of tweezers, copper alloy. Length 45mm. 
Belt-set 
1. Buckle, iron, with D-shaped loop. Inner width of loop: 

23mm. 
Knife, iron, (Type A; size group 1). Total length: 133mm, 
length of blade: 93mm. 

Fragments of pottery deposited by left shoulder, with 2. and 
3. lying beneath them. 4 sherds, probably from the same pot, 
max. size 13 x 12mm. Hard dark grey fabric, tiny white mica 
flecks. 
Wide, sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, 2 x 0.5 x 
0.9m, dark yellow-brown sandy silty clay fill, cut by Ditch 
25. 

Disturbance to this burial means that the skeleton 
lacks the lower thorax and abdominal area, including 
the nibs, lower lumbar vertebrae, pelvis and upper 
femora, as well as the forearms and right hand which 

must have lain at the same level. Only a few foot 
bones have been recovered. Male features are marked 
in the skull, and the whole skeleton is robust and tall, 
with an estimated stature of 1.9m or 6' 2". The com-
plete absence of the pelvis and the fragmentary na-
ture of the skull necessitates ageing by dental wear, 
which gives only very general ranges: in this case, an 
age at death of 25 to 35 years. Two teeth had been lost 
in life. 

A severe accident to this man's right shoulder had 
left him with a dramatically altered shoulder joint, 
which probably caused continuing pain and some 
handicap. His clavicle had fractured in the usual way, 
in mid-shaft, with good healing but some loss of 
length due to imperfect alignment of the broken ends: 
this is what would be found as the result of a frac-
tured collar-bone even today, and leads to no result-
ing discomfort on disability (Adams 1961). The 
humerus has been crushed by conditions after burial, 
so is difficult to visualise, but its neck, the area just 
below the shoulder joint, appears to have been frac- 
tured as well. The head of the bone has become de
formed by arthritic changes and is severely lipped, 
cystic and eburnated, as is an area of the scapula out-
side of the glenoid fossa, the 'socket' part of the ball-
and-socket shoulder joint. Apparently, the humeral 
head had rejoined the shaft at an abnormal angle, nor-
mal articulation was impossible and a false joint had 
formed with the distorted humeral head lying against 
the blade of the scapula. The polish of eburnation on 
both bones shows that some movement was taking 
place at this joint although it was probably very 
painful in the absence of the usual protecting cartilage 
or lubricating synovial fluid, and could only have be-
come more so had the man lived into old age. Mild 
cribra orbitalia was present in both eye orbits, suggest-
ing some period of iron-deficiency. Schmonl's nodes 
were found on six lower vertebrae. 

Grave 8. 
Infant 
No grave goods. 
Sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, 0.8 x 0.5 x 0.7m, 
fill not recorded. 

The size and developmental stage of the bones show 
that the infant was newborn or up to six months of 
age. 

Grave 9. 
Child, aged 7-12 
Sheep femurs were deposited by the left side of the skeleton. 
Pottery, 1 sherd 
Sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, 1.3 x 0.45 x 0.2m, 
brown sandy clay fill, cut by Ditch 12. 

The skeleton represented here by most of the limb 
bones, three vertebrae and a few hand and foot bones 
was that of a child of more than 7 or 8 years and less 
than 12 years of age, shown by the fusion of one area 
of the pelvis (the ischium and pubis) and non-fusion 
of another area (the acetabulum). More precise ageing 
is prevented by the absence of the skull. 
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Grave 10 
Female aged 45-9, ht: 1.73m (5' 8") 
1. Cruciform brooch, copper alloy, (Mortimer Type C). 

Length: 123mm. 
2. Small long brooch, copper alloy, incomplete, (cross head-

ed/trefoil-derivative type). Surviving length: 82mm. 
Location not recorded. 

3. Disc brooch, copper alloy. Diameter: 33mm. 
4. Bone loop. Diameter: 23 x 37mm, (found in upper levels 

of grave-fill and possibly not associated with the grave) 
5. Knife, iron, (Type B; size group 1). Total length: 111mm, 

length of blade: 75mm. 
6. 2 small potsherds, hard dark-grey fabric with tiny white 

mica flecks, one of which was from the carinated shoul- 
der of a small urn, were found in the grave-fill. 

Wide, well-defined, sub-oval grave with shallow sides, 1.8 x 
0.9 x 0.15m, with yellow-brown silty clay fill. 

Most of the bones have been recovered for this body, 
excepting only the left wrist and some finger and toe 
bones; even the hyoid, a small bone which lies be-
neath the tongue, is present. Erosion, however, has 
damaged most of the skeleton and the skull has be-
come severely warped in the ground. Were it not for 
the female artefacts that were present, sexing would 
be problematical in this case, as some male and some 
female features are present in both the skull and the 
pelvis. This is unusual for an Anglo-Saxon individual, 
as these populations in Cambridgeshire tend to be 
quite sexually dimorphic. Stature would have been 
relatively tall for a woman, at 1.73m (58"), but not ex-
ceptional. 

The pubic symphysis is eroded, and cannot be 
used for determining age at death, but there are 
changes in the auricular area which conform to the 
standard for the age range 45 to 49 years, which is 
concordant with the arthritic deterioration present 
throughout the spine, even in the neck vertebrae. 
Some osteoarthritic change has also taken place in the 
right knee and foot. A condition known as hyperostosis 
frontalis interna (HFI) can be seen in the skull; it shows 
in the skeleton as bony thickening on the inner sur-
face of the frontal bone, appears to be clinically in-
significant, and is almost exclusively found in 
post-menopausal women (Moore 1955). 

It is occasionally found that the spine has an anom-
alous number of vertebrae in its different regions, the 
normal being 7 in the neck (cervical vertebrae), 12 in 
the back (thoracic), 5 in the lower back (lumbar) and 5 
fused together to form the sacrum which is part of the 
pelvis. There appears to be no clinical significance in 
these variations, but the same trait is often prevalent 
in a family, so it can be used to suggest relatedness in 
a skeletal population. This skeleton has only 6 cervi-
cal vertebrae but an additional one in the lumbar re-
gion. Six teeth had been lost in life, and there is one 
abscess cavity present, but no dental decay in any of 
the remaining teeth. 

Grave 11 
Child, aged about 11 
Potsherd, hard grey fabric with tiny white mica flecks, too 
shattered after excavation for measurement, lying over the 

pelvis of the body, apparently deliberately deposited. 
Wide, sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, 1.37 x 0.55 x 
0.14m, dark, yellow-brown silty clay fill. 

A child is represented in this skeleton, which consists 
of fragmentary bones from all areas of the body but 
few from the extremities. Upper and lower jaws are 
well preserved, showing a changing dentition with 
most of the adult teeth, some completing eruption, 
but with three of the deciduous teeth still retained: the 
pattern is that of an 11 year old. Linear and spotted 
defects of the tooth enamel are visible over the crowns 
of the upper premolars, covering a development peri-
od from about 3 to 6 years of age (Ubelaker 1989) and 
representing episodes of starvation or severe feverish 
illness. 

Double Grave 12A and 12B 
12A Child aged 8. 
No grave-goods 
TUB Female aged 15. 
1. Annular brooch, copper alloy. Diameter: 39mm. 
12. Bone pin. Surviving length: 71mm. 
2-6, 10-11, 12. 8 amber beads. Net  weight: 2gm. 
7. Silver-in-glass bead. Length: 8mm. 
9. Blue glass bead 
13. Knife, iron, (Type A; size group 1). Total length: 115mm, 

length of blade: 67mm. 
Apart from 13 all the grave-goods lay beneath Skeleton 12B, and 
their locations were not recorded. 

12A and B both lay face-downwards in a wide sub-
rectangular grave with steep sides, 1.5 x 0.88 x 0.26m, 
with brown silty clay fill, cut by modern disturbance 
to the north. 12A lay with its legs sprawling but 12B, 
overlying part of a leg of 12A, lay tidily and in a 
straight position. 
Both these immature skeletons are fragile and eroded 
in some areas, probably due to local waterlogging, 
and the skulls are badly broken. 12A consists of a 
skull and most of the vertebral column, the right arm 
and shoulder, pelvis and both legs, and 10 bones from 
the feet. Both upper and lower jaw are well preserved, 
and the teeth exhibit a changing dentition appropriate 
to the standard for an 8-year-old child, with decidu-
ous canines and molars still in place over the erupting 
permanent teeth. Bands of enamel defects cover the 
crown of a lower canine, and there are one or two 
bands on other permanent teeth, showing that stress 
periods, as mentioned for 11, affected the develop-
ment of these teeth, from about 1 year up to the com-
pletion of the second molar crown at 7 years. The four 
examples of caries on the immature molars might also 
be due to defective enamel, because this would be 
particularly weak and susceptible to decay. Another 
mild case of cribra orbitalia can be seen in the orbits; it 
is possible that this indication of anaemia relates to 
physiological stress periods which have damaged the 
teeth. 

12B lacks ribs and both hands and feet but has a 
complete spine, all limb bones and a pelvis. Within 
the right ear were two of the three tiny bones which 
transmit sound to the eardrum. All teeth are well pre- 
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served, although half of the upper jaw is missing, and 
are those of a person of 15 years of age, with the third 
molars (the wisdom teeth) just emerging from their 
bony crypts. Carabelli's cusps, the extra cusps on the 
upper first molars, are present, as is another extra 
cusp on a lower third molar. There is some heritable 
tendency in these dental anomalies, so their absence 
in 12A suggests that the children were not closely re-
lated. Defective enamel can be seen on the upper ca-
nine and first and second molars. 

Grave 13 
Male, aged 25-35. 

Shield-boss, iron, with most of flange missing (Group 3). 
Diameter of cone: 110mm, overall ht: 80mm, ht. of wall: 
35mm. 
Spear-head, iron, (Type E2), with mineral preserved tex-
tile on the blade. Overall length: 255mm, length of blade: 
175mm. 

Belt-set 
Knife, iron, (Type B; size group 1). Total surviving 
length: 90mm, length of blade: 57mm. 
Buckle, iron, represented by rounded plate, with miner-
al preserved textile. Length: 35mm. 

1, 3 and 4 werefound in soil already disturbed by foundations for 
a slide and could not be accurately recorded. 
Wide rectangular grave with steep sides, 1.75 x 0.75 x 0.2m, 
mid-brown silty clay fill, disturbed by concrete foundations 
for a slide. 

Almost all of this body was recovered except the 
pelvis, a few small fragments of which are pathetical-
ly attached to lumps of concrete. Despite the good re-
covery, sexing features are absent from all of the 
skeleton apart from the skull, and the skull character-
istics are contradictory: most are male in form, but 
some female and some indeterminable. A general age 
range of 25 to 35 years is indicated by the dental wear, 
and this is confirmed by the slight appearance of age-
degenerative arthritis in the lower spine. 

This person's skull was distorted by abnormal 
growth of the vault. The frontal bone is longer from 
front to back on the right side, while the parietal bone 
behind it is shorter on the right by the same amount. 
The deformity would probably not have been partic-
ularly visible in life, as it did not affect the face itself. 
Both tibiae have the marked side-to-side flattening 
called platycnemia, which has been considered as in-
dicative of hill-walking or constant squatting, both 
being characterised by strong flexion of the foot on 
the lower leg. The cause is still under debate, but in 
Cambridgeshire squatting is obviously more likely. 

Grave 14 
Sex and age indeterminable 
1. Buckle, iron, with copper-alloy plate and iron rivets (in-

complete). Length of plate: 37mm. 
Sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, ? x 0.54 x 0.5m, 
dark yellow-brown silty clay fill. Cut into Ditch 52 and trun-
cated by a 20th-century ditch for nursery gardens. 

The remains of this adult consist of the lower body 
only: the right forearm, both hands, the pelvis, legs 
and left foot. Sex and age are indeterminable. This in- 

dividual had similarly flattened shinbones to 13, 
above. 

Grave 15 
Child, aged 9 

2 fragments of a small pot, one lug remaining, hard grey 
fabric with flint inclusions. Ht. of surviving fragment: 
66mm, max. diameter: 80mm. Location not recorded. 
Knife (Type A; size group 1). Total surviving length: 
75mm. 

Irregular, sub-rectangular grave, 1.2 x 0.5 x 0.2m, with 
shallow sides, dark brown sandy clay fill. 
A child's skeleton, with the skull and long bones rea-
sonably well preserved but with fragmentary verte-
brae, pelvis and ribs and few epiphyses. As with 12B, 
two of the bones of the ear were still present. Excellent 
recovery of the teeth and jaws permits age estimation, 
and this child died at about 9 years old, with the sec -
ond permanent molars emerging from their crypts 
and some of the deciduous teeth still in place. Mild 
cribra orbitalia can be seen in the right orbit. 

Grave 16 
Infant, 7-8 months 
1. Small round-bottomed pot, rim destroyed by ploughing 

but otherwise complete. Hard dark grey fabric with tiny 
white mica flecks. Surviving ht: 66mm, max. diameter: 
100mm. 

Indeterminate grave, 0.76 x 0.35 x 0.12m, within Ditch 52, 
dark yellow-brown silty clay. 

Few bones of this infant have survived: the skull, half 
a mandible, 5 long-bone shafts and a few fragments, 
and parts of 15 vertebrae (out of an expected number 
of 29). Three incomplete tooth crowns were present in 
the jaws, their development indicative of an age of 7 
to 8 months (Moorees, Fanning and Hunt 1963). 

Grave 17 
Male, aged about 18 years, ht: 1.73m (5' 8 11) 

Shield-boss, iron, (Group 2). Diameter; 170mm, overall 
ht: 93mm, ht. of wall: 20mm, width of rim: 28mm. 
Incomplete iron grip. Surviving length: 70mm. 
1 body sherd, (not illustrated). Max. dimension: 50mm, 
hard grey fabric, may have been deliberately deposited 
by the right arm. 

Wide, sub-rectangular grave, fairly steep sides, 1.7 x 0.83 x 
0.23m, with dark yellow-brown silty clay fill. 

The remains are those of a young adult, whose teeth 
are little worn (Brothwell stage 1: 17-25 years) and 
whose epiphyses had just fused at the top of the 
humeri, immediately post-adolescence, about 18 
years of age. All bones are present except those of the 
right forearm and parts of the hands and feet. There is 
a perfect set of teeth in both upper and lower jaw, al-
though with enamel defects in several teeth due to the 
stress periods mentioned in relation to several other 
skeletons from this cemetery. 

The features used for sexing are completely contra-
dictory in this individual: all those of the skull are fe-
male in form; were the pelvis not present, this would 
certainly be recorded as the skeleton of a woman. 
There is also a septal aperture in one humerus, a fea 
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ture more common in women. Most of the aspects of 
the pelvis, which is more reliable as a sex indicator 
than the skull, are quite strongly male in type, but it 
would be impossible to determine conclusively were 
it not for the accompanying artefacts. As mentioned 
for skeletons 10 and 13, this mixture of male and fe-
male characteristics in one individual is unusual in 
Saxon remains from this area, and it is usually found 
that artefactual and skeletal sex determinations are 
consistently in agreement. Assuming this is a male, 
stature in life was approximately 1.73m (58"), calcu-
lated from the lengths of the leg bones. Another case 
of cribra orbitalia is present in one orbit, but in a more 
advanced form than any other example from the 
cemetery, at stage 4. 

Grave 18 
Female, aged about 18 years, ht: 1.69m (5'6"). 
1 and 2. Pair of small long brooches, copper alloy, (cross-

headed type). Length: 62mm. 
Belt-set 
Ivory bag-ring: 
3 latch lifters. Length of longest latch lifter: 165mm. 
Plate, drawn only in the field as it is too fragile to lift, ap- 

pears to be a buckle with an iron loop and copper alloy 
plate. 

4. Fragment of copper-alloy plate with iron rivet. 
Surviving length: 11mm. 

5. Strap-end, copper alloy. Length: 37mm, 
6. 'Clip', copper alloy. Length: 18mm 
8. Ring, iron. Diameter: approx. 45mm. 
7. Mount, copper alloy, consisting of two pieces of sheet-

metal joined by iron rivets, with mineral preserved 
wood. Max. length: 22mm, gap between plates: 9mm 

3. Pin, iron, with crooked head. Length; 140mm. Location 
not recorded. 

9-56. 54 amber beads, (only 48 drawn). Net weight: 20gm. 
Chain of small iron links. Drawn only in the field. 
Sheep femur deposited by left leg. 
Wide, sub-rectangular grave, steep concave sides, 1.56 x 0.85 
x 0.2m, yellow-brown silty clay fill, feet and lower legs dis-
turbed by trenches for a 20th-century nursery. 
This body is reasonably well preserved apart from the 
absence of ankles and feet. Once again, characteristics 
indicative of sex are mixed in all areas of the skeleton, 
although the majority are of male type, contradicting 
the female suite of artefacts in the grave. The loss of 
the pubic bone is unfortunate as it has several features 
useful for sexing. This bone is the least robust part of 
the pelvis and tends to be uppermost in a normal 
supine burial, so is often destroyed even when recov -
ery is otherwise good. Calculation from the length of 
the femur shows that height would have been around 
1.69m or 56 

The unworn teeth show that death occurred in 
very early adulthood, when the wisdom teeth had 
just erupted. There are slight indications of infection, 
of a kind which cannot be determined without other 
changes in the skeleton, on the left lower leg. 

Grave 19 
Child, aged about 8 years 
1 and 2. Pair of small long brooches, copper alloy (square- 

headed type). Length: 70mm 

Perforated Roman coin, very worn and indecipherable. 
Diameter: 21mm. 
Buckle plate, copper alloy with iron rivets. Length: 
24mm. Found at neck with perforated coin and therefore 
possibly worn as a pendant. 
Spindle whorl, ceramic. Diameter: 40mm. 
Glass bead, very worn, probably originally blue. 
Glass bead, very worn, with a faint design of blue stripes 
on yellow. 

8-10. 3 amber beads. Net  weight: 1gm. 
11. Pin, copper alloy (crook-headed type). Length: 71mm. 
Wide sub-oval grave with steep sides, 1.25 x 1.05 x 0.16m, 
dark yellow-brown clayey silt fill, cut into Ditch 52. 

The well-preserved skeleton, with all bones except the 
hands and parts of the feet, is that of a child, about 8 
years old as shown by the development and eruption 
of the permanent teeth beneath the deciduous ones. 
Stage 4 cribra orbitalia can be seen in both eye orbits, so 
here is yet another example of iron-deficiency 
anaemia. 

Grave 20 
Female, aged 35-9, ht: 1.66m (5'5"") 

Applied brooch, gilt copper alloy plate with crystal inset 
in centre; copper alloy back-plate (zoomorphic type). 
Diameter: 60mm. 
Opaque white glass bead with red and blue spots. 
Location not recorded 
Blue glass bead. Location not recorded. 
Opaque white glass bead with blue swirls and red spots. 
Blue and red glass bead 

Cruciform brooch, copper alloy (Mortimer Type B). 
Length: 112mm. 

7-10. Wrist-clasps, 2 pairs, copper alloy (form B 13a). Length: 
32mm. 
Pin, iron, shaft only. Surviving length: 136mm. 
Perforated iron plate, found at neck and possibly worn 
as pendant, 27 x 24mm. 
Nail, iron. Length: 28mm. 
Knife, iron, (Type A; size group 2). Total length: 160mm: 
length of blade: 130mm. 
Broken fragment of copper alloy sheet, probably anoth-
er clasp-half (unclassifiable) 

Potsherd to left of pelvis. 
Irregular sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, 1.8 x 0.8 
x 0.16m, brown sandy clay fill, cut into Ditch 52. There were 
deposits of charcoal on the left leg of the skeleton. 
The remains of this skeleton consist of the skull and 
mandible, all but the upper 6 vertebrae, the whole 
thorax, abdomen and legs and most of the hand and 
foot bones. Yet again, sex determination is problemat-
ical: the head is quite strongly male in form, the pelvis 
strongly female. As the artefacts point to this being 
the skeleton of a woman, stature has been calculated 
from the female formulae and would have been ap-
proximately 1.66m or 5' 5". The pubic symphysis is 
too eroded to be of use in ageing, so the auricular area 
has been used and its form is of the age range 35-39 
years, which corresponds well with the dental wear 
estimate of 35 to 45 years. Schmorl's nodes indent the 
body surfaces of 5 vertebrae. 
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Grave 21 
Male, aged 25-35, ht: 1.83mm (6') 

Knife, iron, (Type A; size group 2). Total surviving 
length: 153mm, length of blade: 120mm. 
Potsherd. Max. dimension 93mm, hard dark-grey fabric, 
deposited on the right shoulder. 

Wide sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, ? x 0.7 x 
0.18m, dark yellow-brown clayey silt fill, truncated by mod-
em disturbances to the north and south, and with a modern 
post in the pelvic area. 

Another large man, comparable in height (approxi-
mately 1.83m or 6') and robusticity to 3 and 7, is rep-
resented by these bones, which are those of fragments 
of the skull, a complete mandible, the whole vertebral 
column, both arms, portions of the legs and about half 
of the hand and foot bones. All sexual characteristics 
are markedly male in form, and both the condition of 
the pubic symphysis and the dental wear point to an 
age at death of approximately 25 to 35 years. One 
tooth crown had been totally lost to decay. 21 has only 
11 thoracic but 6 lumbar vertebrae; variations of this 
sort have been mentioned in relation to 10. The ten 
lowest vertebrae have Schmorl's nodes. Phyllis 
Jackson (pers. comm.) noted that the foot had two 
facets on the sustentaculum tali, which suggests limit-
ed movement at the ankle. 

Grave 22 
Female child, aged about 11 

Great square-headed brooch, gilt copper-alloy with sil-
ver plating (Group IX). Length: 113mm. 
Nail, iron. Length: 30mm. 
Perforated bone pin. Length: 68mm. 
Perforated bone pin. Length: 85mm. 

Wide sub-rectangular grave with shallow sides, 1.4 x 0.7 x 
0.6m, dark grey-brown sandy clay fill. 

Severe erosion has rendered the skeleton of this child 
very fragile, but it still lacks only the right shoulder, 
all but two of the hand bones, and most of those of the 
feet. The changing dentition, from child to adult teeth, 
shows that the age at death was about 11 years. Both 
orbits exhibit stage 3 cribra orbitalia. Just as with the 
man above, this body has 6 lumbar vertebrae, indicat -
ing the child may be related to 21 and perhaps 10 also. 
Grave-goods indicate that this child was definitely fe-
male. 

Grave 23 
Child, aged about 6 years 
Single cattle bone 
Sub-rectangular grave, 1.19 x 0.5 x 0.15m, child lay face-
downwards with a cattle bone between its legs. 

This is another case where erosion has produced 
fragility and consequent bone destruction, although it 
is the epiphyses which have suffered most severely 
and have become indistinguishable as to side. There 
are few hand or foot bones and no ribs. Most of an im-
mature dentition is present with the developing adult 
teeth beneath and the first molars erupted almost to 
their full height, so age at death would have been 
close to 6 years. The right elbow joint has been affect-
ed by some disorder which has produced smooth- 

edged cavities with a little new-bone formation, but 
the actual joint surface is undamaged, so movement 
would not have been restricted or painful. 

Grave 24 
Cremation 
A single cremation was found at a high level during 
machine-cleaning of the site. It was very fragmented 
and scattered, and it is likely that much of it was lost. 
Most of the pottery collected was from a pot with 
poorly fired red and grey fabric, with uneven sides up 
to 17mm thick and small flint inclusions. One small 
rim sherd was gently everted. 
The cremated bone represented one unsexed adult. 
All areas of the skeleton were represented, indicating 
a normal cremation. Pyre technology had been good, 
as the organic component was almost completely 
burnt away. 

Grave 25 (1993) 
Female, aged about 25, ht: 1.63m (5' 4") 

Annular brooch, copper alloy. Diameter: 46mm. 
Small long brooch, copper alloy (cross-headed/trefoil 
derivative type). Length: 73mm. 
Buckle, copper alloy with iron loop and rivets. Fabric ad-
hering. Internal width of loop: 18mm, overall length 
(complete) 60mm. 

Oval grave, almost vertical sides, c. 1.6 x 0.5 x 0.3m, cut into 
prehistoric ditch. 

This body, excavated in 1993, is almost complete, al-
though parts of the skull are missing as are 2 verte-
brae and a few of the smaller hand and foot bones. It 
is that of a female, but the combination of characteris-
tics of both male and female form, remarked on in 
several skeletons, is found to a lesser degree in this 
one also: the pelvis is unmistakably female, but the 
skull has mixed features. Unfortunately, the absence 
of pubic symphyses prevents determination of age by 
the best method. The auricular surface morphology is 
that of phase 2, in the range 25 to 29 years, which con-
firms the overall impression of this being the skeleton 
of a young adult, lacking any signs of age degenera-
tion. Only half of the dentition is present, the anterior 
teeth being missing, but the molar teeth show a wear 
pattern in the 17-25 year age range. The woman was 
probably about 25 years old at death. Her height 
would have been about 1.63m, or 5'4.". Both eye orbits 
have areas of cribra orbitalia, at stage 4 of develop-
ment, and six of the mandibular tooth crowns have 
linear and pitted enamel defects, which would have 
been caused during the period when the girl was 4 to 
12 years of age. Within the skull are unusual venous 
impressions, which indicate a variant of the usual ve-
nous drainage of the skull, but are not signs of any 
disorder. 

Later Features 
Ditch 25, 0.8m wide and only surviving to a depth of 
0.07m, had a fill of yellowish brown silt. No artefacts 
were found in it, but it was clearly later than 7, which 
it cut, and earlier than Ditch 12. 
Ditch 12 was 0.6m wide and 0.28m deep. Its fill was a 
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dark yellowish brown silt which contained occasional 
sherds of early medieval pottery, animal bone and 
disturbed human bone. It cut through 2, 4, 9, 12 and 
18. 

Discussion 

The Skeletal Remains 
The graves recently excavated at Oakington comprise 
26 individuals, two of whom were interred in a 
shared grave (12) and one of which was cremated. 
Disturbed fragments of about 7 bodies were also 
noted when holes were being dug for play equip-
ment, though some of these may have belonged to ex-
cavated skeletons, and at least three burials and other 
bones had been disturbed in the past. The size of the 
cemetery cannot even be guessed at, but it must have 
exceeded 35 individuals. 

Age 
One burial (14) survived in too fragmentary a form 
for the occupant to be identified as more than an 
adult. Of the remaining graves, twelve were those of 
children of no more than 12 years of age at death. This 
is unsurprising given the high child mortality, espe-
cially infant mortality, to be anticipated on the basis of 
comparison with third world populations today, but 
it serves to demonstrate that it was expected that all 
members would be buried in the cemetery, which was 
not the case in many early societies. A pertinent point, 
however, is that the cemetery at Edix Hill, 
(Barrington) Cambs, had a definite concentration of 
children's graves in one particular area (Malim and 
Hines 1998), and it is reasonable to suspect that the 
limited excavations at Oakington were concentrated 
in such a zone. 

Sex 
As mentioned in relation to 10, half of the adult skele-
tons, even though relatively complete, are difficult to 
sex on osteological grounds because of contradictory 
features. This is unlike other Anglo-Saxon skeletal 
material from Cambridgeshire, and suggests that this 
might have been an unusual type of population. 

Stature 
The three fully-grown men whose stature can be de-
termined were tall even by today's standards, at 
about 6', 6 2' and 63", (1.83m, 1.90m, 1.91m). Heights 
such as these are not unusual in themselves for local 
Anglo-Saxon males, but the concentration is notewor-
thy. The women are closer to the usual range, with an 
average height estimated at just over 5' 5' (1.66m). 
Few populations of this date have been studied well 
enough to give comparisons. Barrington Edix Hill 
cemetery gave averages of 5'8"x (1.73m) for men and 
54" (1.64m) for women, comparable to modern pop-
ulations up to the 1960s. 

Pathological Conditions and Anatomical Variants 
Seven examples of cribra orbitalia and six of enamel 
developmental defects were found, which is a high 

percentage out of the 19 skulls recovered and sug -
gests that this population was subject to nutritional 
stresses. The two conditions are found together in 
four of the nine affected skulls, as might be expected. 
However, the correlation of the two conditions has 
been found to be surprisingly poor (R. Wiggins, pers. 
comm.), and the iron deficiency is more likely to be at-
tributable to parasite infestation, showing two unre-
lated sources of physiological stress in this 
population. 

Saxon Characteristics apparent in the Foot-bones 
A foot from each of eight skeletons that were particu-
larly well preserved was examined by Phyllis Jackson 
as part of an experimental programme to compare 
populations that were culturally Anglo-Saxon with 
those of preceding Romano-British times. The inten-
tion was to test whether skeletal variations, notably 
the cuboid foot bone, might help to distinguish the 
racial origins of those buried in Anglo-Saxon cemeter-
ies. Roman skeletons recently excavated at Foxton 
( Price 1997) were used as a control. It was possible to 
establish that, whereas the feet of the Foxton skele-
tons were definitely of 'native' type, the majority of 
the Oakington feet had distinctive Anglo-Saxon char-
acteristics. However, these characteristics differed to 
some extent with the Saxon populations Phyllis 
Jackson had examined more extensively in 
Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. This is the first pre-
sumably Anglian population to be examined by these 
means, and it is very much hoped that further exper-
iments will clarify the potential and validity of this 
method. 

It was noted that seven of the skeletons, 3, 4, 7, 10, 
171  20 and 21 had feet of Anglo-Saxon type. Close ex-
amination of the bones of 7 also revealed a very firm 
ankle joint (the peroneus tubercle was lipped, indicat-
ing that the peroneus longus and brevis had been tight). 
The cuboid of 25 was also Anglo-Saxon, but the calca-
neus talus was not, suggesting, most probably, the 
preservation of non-Anglian characteristics from a 
British ancestor. 

The Grave-Goods 

Children 
Most of the Oakington children's graves are poorly 
furnished compared to women's graves, but some 
form of grave-good was found in every child's grave 
that was not hopelessly disturbed, with the possible 
exception of 12A. Children about 8 and 11 years old 
had some of the richest grave-goods on the site. 

Four children's graves contained the remains of 
small accessory pots or had sherds of pottery deliber-
ately deposited by the pelvis (9, 11, 15 and 16), a fa-
miliar feature in Anglo-Saxon children's graves. Two, 
19 and 22, stand out as the graves of girls still below 
their teens but buried with grave-goods, in particular 
in a costume involving dress-accessories, that are 
more typical of women who have entered the socially 
adult class. Such treatment is not unparalleled 
(Crawford 1991, Malim and Hines 1998) but is rare. 
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The girl of about 8 buried in grave 19 had a pair of 
small long brooches worn at the shoulders and a 
slightly incongruous necklace assemblage comprising 
3 amber and 2 glass beads, a coin pendant and an old 
buckle plate re-used as a pendant. It is unclear how 
the copper-alloy pin in her grave related to her outfit. 
A spindle whorl lay by her head. At about 11, the girl 
in grave 22 was on the threshold of the adult age-set 
in early Anglo-Saxon society (Härke 1997). She was 
buried wearing the most spectacular artefact found 
here, a great square-headed brooch (see below), to-
gether with two bone pins at her neck or shoulders. 
Her grave was deep and contained a single nail of in-
determinate function. In both 19 and 22, although the 
characteristic accessories and disposition of adult fe-
male dress are readily recognisable, both the grave as-
semblages are unusual as a whole to a degree that 
may reasonably be attributed to the youth of the de-
ceased. 

Two children, 9 and 23, had bones from joints of 
meat deliberately placed in their graves, presumably 
an additional food supply to whatever their pots con-
tamed. One, 5, had a broken piece of a wrist-clasp, 
perhaps used as a pendant, and only one, 15, had a 
small knife. 

Female 
Grave-goods from women's graves are dominated by 
a range of dress-accessories representing the charac-
teristic costume of Anglian women of the Early 
Anglo-Saxon Period (Owen-Crocker 1986,25-57). This 
costume comprised a peplos-type dress with two 
shoulder fasteners, usually brooches though some-
times a pin, an optional third brooch, which presum-
ably fastened a shawl or mantle, and what is thought 
to have been a separate sleeved under-garment using 
wrist-clasps. Most of the women were also buried 
wearing a necklace and a belt or girdle, with which a 
knife was usually associated. There are few other 
grave-goods. An exception is the ivory bag-ring and 
its contents, found beneath the head of 18 (below). 
Three women, 1, 4 and 10, were buried with pot 
sherds that had perhaps once been accessory vessels. 
Only one woman, the teenager in Grave 18, had an 
animal bone in her grave. As in 9, this was by her left 
leg. 

Brooches on these women's costumes are remark-
able in their consistency. For cruciform brooches to 
have been found in four out of the seven graves (1, 4, 
10 and 20) is a high frequency. Small long brooches 
also occur in four graves, twice in association with 
cruciform brooches (4, 10, 18 [a pair] and 24). Three of 
These graves contained single specimens of similar 
cross-headed/trefoil derivative small long brooches, 
although in none of these is there mould-linkage be-
tween the brooches. Annular brooches, another com-
mon Anglian type, occur here in three graves (1 [a 
pair], 12B and 24). The form of the brooch in 12B, with 
a cast flanged slot for the end of the pin, is notewor -
thy as an example of a type Ager discussed in relation 
to quoit brooches in England, listing 14 comparable 
specimens, mostly from Northamptonshire, Rutland  

and Warwickshire (Ager 1985, type D3). Remaining 
brooches comprise one disc brooch (10) and one ap-
plied saucer brooch (20). 

The 'girdle-group' found under the head of 18 was 
of the standard local type, consisting of a large ivory 
ring from which a bag was suspended, with a set of 
latch lifters. It had probably been worn on a strap 
over her shoulder, and may have swung behind her 
head as she was laid in the grave. The chain is likely 
to belong with this group. The ivory ring appears to 
have been complete when placed in the grave and, 
since it overlay the shafts of the latch lifters, the bag 
probably lay with its opening uppermost. The latch 
lifters were clearly fastened together when they were 
deposited: perhaps their ends were bent around a 
small iron ring which is now obscured by a mass of 
rust, or they may have been tied to the ivory ring. 

Abuckle with a copper-alloy plate and an iron loop 
lay near the ivory ring, presumably, like the copper-
alloy tag-end with repoussé decoration, part of the 
suspension system. The shape of the foot end of the 
Oakington latch lifters is not well evidenced, for two 
of them are broken. One, however, is definitely 'fin-
ger-crooked', and another complete but broken one 
can be reconstructed in the same way. The set is there-
fore paralleled by the triple sets at Edix . Hill, 
Barrington. 

Pins are surprisingly frequent, occurring in three of 
the seven women's graves: iron specimens in 18 and 
20, at the shoulder in the latter case, and bone in 12B. 

Amongst the bead sets one may note that the neck-
laces appear to have been either predominantly of 
amber beads (1, 12B and 18) or glass (4 and 20), with 
little intermixture of different materials. A remarkable 
feature is the iron chain observed at the neck of the 
woman buried in 18. Iron chatelaine chains are famil-
iar enough as female dress accessories, apparently 
from the later Migration Period (mid 6th century) on-
wards (Meaney 1981; Geake 1997,57-8), but we know 
of no parallels to the position of this chain, which ap-
pears from the grave plan to have been lying across 
the throat of the woman, who was also wearing a sub-
stantial necklace of amber beads. Since, however, her 
set of three latch lifters and ivory ring were lying di-
rectly beneath her skull, we can infer that an item 
which normally hung down the body, usually from 
the waist, was unusually displaced within this burial. 

Male 
The graves illustrate how the male sex was materially 
represented either by association with weaponry. (in 
two burials out of five) or by a male costume devoid 
of the ostentatious dress-accessories characteristic of 
the women: at most we have evidence for a belt, in the 
form of buckles from two graves, knives from 
three/four and tweezers from another. It should be 
noted, however, that many of the men's graves had 
been disturbed at several times in the site's recent his-
tory. Spears and shields were often placed in higher 
levels of the graves, and their loss in these circum-
stances may have been disproportionally great. As in 
the graves of women and children, large sherds of 
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pottery appear to have been deliberately included 
within the grave (7, 17 and 21). The sherds occur by 
the shoulders (left in one case, right in another) or 
arm (right) of the bodies. 

General 
Knives occur with men, women and children, al-
though the 9 year old in 15 is the only child recorded 
as having been buried with a knife at Oakington. 
Typologically, the range of knife forms is interesting. 
Five of the ten knives have a blade with a curved back 
(Type A) and five a blade with a straight back (Type 
B), an unexpectedly high proportion of the latter type, 
which presumably simply represents a local prefer-
ence. Härke (1989) has examined typological features 
of knives, in particular blade form and length, in rela-
tion to the age and sex of the person they were asso-
ciated with and date, observing a tendency for larger 
knives to be found with older men, and this holds 
true at Oakington. 

One interesting aspect of this cemetery is the will-
ingness to include very worn and even rather inap-
propriate artefacts as grave-goods. The cruciform 
brooch in 4 and the small long brooch in 10 had been 
broken well before deposition in the graves, the ap-
plied brooch in 20 had been much repaired and was 
very worn, as was the great square-headed brooch 
with the adolescent in 22. The single broken wrist-
clasp with a child in 5 was found by the neck, proba-
bly on a necklace, and so was an old buckle plate in 
19. Most noticeably of all, at least 9 burials included 
pot sherds that are unlikely to have been complete 
vessels when they were buried, and it must have 
taken some imagination to see them as symbolic of 
food-offerings for the afterlife. This thriftiness gives 
the archaeologist problems in estimating the date of 
the cemetery, which could be generations away from 
the time the artefacts were made, and it also would 
have affected the perceived value of the objects to the 
Anglo-Saxons. Assessments of the wealth of the com-
munity and the symbolism of specific items in rela-
tion to the status of individuals are probably not 
credible in these circumstances. 

The Great Square-Headed Broochfrom 22 
This is the most interesting single artefact amongst 
the grave-goods and many of its details are both curi-
ous and important in art-historical terms. It is a rela-
tively individualistic product, although its place 
within an overall series is clear. It belongs to a family 
of brooch-groups, three generations of which span the 
history of Anglo-Saxon great square-headed brooches 
in the 6th century: group IV (Phase 1), group IX 
(Phase 2) and group XV (Phase 3) (Hines 1997, esp. 
48-58, 80-61  111-18 and 198-204). Despite its many 
unique features, the Oakington brooch is most lo gi-
cally to be assigned to group IX, a group otherwise 
represented by five brooches: Bourne, Lincolnshire; 
Haslingfield, Cambridgeshire; Lackford, Suffolk, urn 
50/126; Lakenheath, Suffolk; and a metal-detector 
find reportedly made near York (Hines 1997, pls. 
31b-33a). 

The most conspicuous and characteristic features 
of this family of brooches are the profile masks in the 
footplate side lobes and the large full-face mask in the 
footplate terminal lobe. Also typical is the general 
form of the squat, panelled bow, which on the 
Oakington brooch contains the highly-stylised 
residue of Style I ornament, as found here on group 
Iv and group IX specimens. Several features of the 
Oakington brooch are indeed most closely related to 
elements found on the early members of the family in 
group IV: in particular, the upward-facing mask 
flanked by two roundels in the headplate inner panel 
(cf. particularly Holywell Row 11: Hines 1997, Fig. 26a 
and P1. 16b), and the general scale and layout of the 
Style I animal motifs in the side and cross panels of 
the headplate second panel outside these, although 
for the lentoid elements in the two upper corners we 
can only look to group IX brooches for parallels. On 
the footplate, the Oakington brooch retains in a sim-
plified form the couchant beasts in the lower borders, 
but these have practically lost their curly tails, which 
appear as side-locks to the terminal-lobe mask below 
(cf. Hines 1997, 84-5). Behind the footplate, the brooch 
has an attached catch piece for the pin of a form most 
closely paralleled on the group IV brooch from 
Rothley, Leics (Hines 1997, Fig. 26k), while another 
group IV brooch provenanced only to Suffolk has a 
mark on the back of the footplate showing that an ap-
plied catch piece of this shape was once there. More 
characteristic of the group IX stage, however, are the 
plain rhomboidal footplate inner panel and inner 
panel frame: the central swastika typical of group XV 
brooches has not yet been introduced here. Like all 
group IX brooches, the Oakington brooch retains the 
small mask at the top of the four arcs of the footplate 
frame inherited from group IV brooches. 

The most striking feature of the design is in the 
footplate upper borders. Here groups IV and IX are 
characterised by a distinctive and much discussed 
'rampant beast' (Hines 1997, 54-6 and refs), while 
group XV brooches replace this with an equally dis-
tinctive, downward-facing, crested profile head. The 
underlying rampant beast motif is still perceptible on 
the Oakington brooch in the form of the raised fore-
limb found immediately to either side of the above-
mentioned mask at the top of the footplate frame, 
together with the large eye element in the upper outer 
corners of the footplate upper borders. Far more con-
spicuous, however, is the large curl below this eye, a 
familiar Style I element which one would usually 
identify as the jaws of a bird or beast and which clear-
ly anticipates the mouth parts of the downward-fac-
ing profile head of group XV brooches (Hines 1997, 
Fig. 57c-e and Pls. 46-50). It is not easy to explain the 
derivation of this feature in terms of a re-interpreta-
tion of some typical part of the rampant beast. Here, 
for once, perhaps we can only resort to artistic licence 
to account for its emergence. 

The comparable features of the Oakington 22 
brooch thus nicely illustrate the line of development 
from group IV to group XV amongst the Anglo-Saxon 
great square-headed brooches. This particular speci- 
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A Group IV 
A Group IX 
. Group XV 
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Great square-headed brooches, groups IV, IX and 
XV: distribution. The group IV brooch provenanced 
only to "Suffolk" is placed close to Holywell Row 
i1 to which it is linked by an identical silver-copper 
alloy (Hines 1997, 212 and 313-15). 

men is to be aligned with the intermediary stage that 
is group IX, although in relation to the other brooches 
of that group it carries elements which uniquely pre-
serve features of the group IV models as well as 
uniquely anticipating innovations that characterise 
group XV. This implies a date of manufacture around 
the middle of the first half of the 6th century: later 
than the Phase 1 of the group IV brooches proper and 
effectively at the threshold between Phases 2 and 3, 
which it is recognised must have overlapped substan-
tially (Hines 1997,198-204 and 223-34). In accordance 
with our present absolute-chronological dating esti-
mates, this would imply a date of production for the 
Oakington brooch c. 520-540 AD. 

While the majority of group IV and group IX 
brooches are associated with the East Anglian county 
of Suffolk and a northeastern Midlands area that 
crosses the Fens and reaches as far north as 
Humberside, with which East Anglia is recurrently 
associated in material-cultural terms at this date, 
group XV brooches are more persistently associated 
with a contrastive Cambridgeshire /southern-central 
Midlands zone (see above; Hines, forthcoming). It 
thus seems particularly appropriate that such a hy -
brid brooch-design as that of 22 should occur in one 
of the more northerly Early Anglo-Saxon cemeteries 
of Cambridgeshire, close to the Fen edge. This cer-
tainly gives us reason to suspect that this brooch was 
not produced very far from its eventual resting place 
in the grave of this 11 year old girl. 

The Graves 
The great majority of the Oakington skeletons, nine-
teen of them, lay with their heads roughly to the 
southwest. There were four whose heads lay in the 
opposite direction, to the northeast, and two odd ones 
who lay northwest to southeast. No grave-markers 
were found, but only the infants' graves 5 and 6 were 
intercutting and so there must have been some system 
whereby the positions of burials were known. Four 
burials lay in prehistoric ditches. The soft fill of these 
may have been appreciated by the grave-diggers, but 
there is no reason to think they had any further sig -
nificance to the Anglo-Saxons. 

Most of the skeleton were found in a supine flexed 
'sleeping' position with their grave-goods correctly 
arranged as we would expect them to be worn. The 
visibility of these during the burial rites was presum-
ably important. In the double grave, 12, however, the 
bodies were prone, so the jewellery 12B was wearing 
naturally fell beneath her body. It is possible that she 
was buried in a shroud, perhaps fastened with a bone 
pin, and so her eventual position was not noticed. 
12A, a child of about 8 in the same grave, was lying 
face-down in a distinctly casual manner without 
grave-goods, perhaps the result of an unusually hasty 
ceremony. The only other prone burial was another 
child, 23. A rich grave of an adolescent girl, 18, had a 
bag containing latch lifters and other items which 
seems to have swung round beneath her head. This 
could have happened during the burial ceremony if 
she was buried in a coffin. The graves generally only 
survived to a shallow depth, and were probably never 
very deep. Only three were more than 300mm. Two of 
these, 20 and 22 were an exceptional 600mm. As these 
both had particularly rich grave-goods which includ-
ed single nails, and as the bodies lay fairly straight in 
the ground, these burials, too, may well have been in 
coffins. 

The Cemetery: Date and Cultural Affinities 
The 26 excavated burials from Oakington are, of 
course, only a small sample, and we have-no basis on 
which to infer how large a proportion of the complete 
Oakington cemetery it may represent. Attempts to ex-
trapolate from the excavated evidence must also be 
hindered by the unusually high degree of consistency 
we find amongst the material. 

One point worthy of note, however, is that 
Oakington shares with a neighbouring cemetery at 
Girton College a very high prevalence of cruciform 
and small long brooches in its female graves. The ev-
idence at Girton was poorly excavated and curated, 
but it appears that these types respectively constitute 
37 and 40% of the 38 brooches that can now be as-
signed to inhumation graves from this cemetery. As 
noted above, these brooch-types are particularly char-
acteristic of the costume of Anglian women in 
England, and their preponderance at Girton and 
Oakington creates a marked contrast even with the 
cemeteries of South Cambridgeshire, where there is a 
considerably higher admixture of, for instance, saucer 
and disc brooches (Malim and Hines 1998). The com 
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mon occurrence of wrist-clasps and amber beads in 
female graves confirms the Anglian nature of the 
burials at Oakington 

It is impossible to establish any relative chronolog-
ical sequence amongst the graves excavated at 
Oakington, and the only vertical-stratigraphical rela-
tionship is one between two poorly furnished graves 
of very small children, 5 and 6. It is, therefore, possi-
ble that the sample of the Oakington cemetery exca-
vated represents only a short period of burial. 
However there is no evidence for frequent change in 
chronologically diagnostic artefact-types as grave-
goods within the 6th century in Anglian England in 
general (Hines 1998), and all one can confidently say 
about the overall date range of these burials is that 
they belong within the Migration-period cultural 
phase within the 6th century. The conventional date 
for the end of this phase is at present c. 570 AD. It 
would therefore be improper to speculate on the dat-
ing of the burials beyond assigning them to the peri-
od c. 500-570 AD, a date range which centres nicely 
on the estimated date of production of the most close-
ly datable artefact amongst the grave-goods, the great 
square-headed brooch from 22. 

Comparison with other Cemeteries in Southern 
Cambridgeshire 
There are nine other 6th-century cemeteries in 
Cambridgeshire in which more than 20 skeletons 
have been found and, although the only one of these 
to be excavated in recent years is Barrington Edix Hill, 
a few useful if general comments can be made about 
relationships of these sites to the Oakington cemetery. 
The other cemeteries are Edix Hill, (Barrington A) (op. 
cit.), Barrington B (Foster 1883), Cambridge St. John's 
(Fox 1923), Cratendune, near Ely, (Fowler 1948, 
Murray 1954), Girton College (Hollingworth and 
O'Reilly 1925), Haslingfield (Taylor 1997), Linton 
Heath (Neville 1854), Little Wilbraham (Neville 1852, 
Lethbridge 1931), and Soham (Lethbridge 1931-2). 

All of the cemeteries are sited on raised ground rel-
ative to their locality but, given the flatness of the 
Cambridgeshire countryside, these sites are not very 
imposing and in many cases are barely noticeable 
without a contour map. They are also close to water-
ways, all except Oakington being near the Cam or its 
tributaries, the Rhee and Granta. Several, 
(Cambridge, Cratendune, Girton, Linton and Little 
Wilbraham) are on or very near significant Roman 
roads, but Oakington is sited just over a mile from the 
Via Devana, possibly on a minor drove-road. Roman 
influence on the location of large cemeteries is also 
apparent in the way that some (Cratendune, Girton 
and possibly Linton) were sited on top of Roman 
cemeteries, and all, with the exceptions of Barrington 
and Oakington, are close to Roman villas or towns. 
Re-use of prehistoric burial mounds is another recur-
rent feature in the siting of cemeteries in 
Cambridgeshire. The conditions of most of the exca-
vations meant that features less obvious than a skele -
ton with metal grave-goods could be easily missed, 
but there is evidence that suggests Barrington Edix 

Hill, Girton, Linton and Soham were on and around 
Bronze Age round barrows. No such evidence was 
found in the small area investigated at Oakington, 
though early prehistoric activity was certainly pre-
sent. Relationships with parish boundaries are also 
more than coincidental, with most cemeteries either 
on or close to them. Oakington is about 400m from its 
boundary with Westwick and, like Barrington B, is 
close to the medieval village centre. 

When considering the nature of the Oakington 
cemetery, one very clear aspect is the short time-span 
that the burials are concentrated within. In contrast, 
all the other cemeteries with the possible exceptions 
of the fragmentary remains at Cratendune and Soham 
contain a few artefacts that could be dated to the 5th 
century, and many of these sites also have finds of 
7th-century date. Given the early origins of most 
cemeteries and their relationships with Roman sites it 
is not surprising that Roman artefacts are often found 
in Anglo-Saxon graves, sometimes as curios, such as 
the coins that are pierced for suspension and some, 
such as brooches, being used for their original pun-
pose. Roman customs, such as the common use of 
bangles and finger-rings and inclusion of brooches in 
men's graves, are particularly noticeable at Girton 
and Linton, and all the cemeteries except Barrington 
Edix Hill show many links with the earlier culture. 
Oakington, however, has so far produced only one 
very worn Roman coin that was used as a pendant. 

Interesting but often ignored grave-goods are the 
meat-bones and potsherds that were deliberately de-
posited with many Oakington burials. Apart from a 
small number of graves with sherds at Barrington 
Edix Hill this custom does not seem to have been 
noted on other 6th-century Cambridgeshire cemeter-
ies, although complete pots are not uncommon. In 
many cases this could be due to the nature of the ex-
cavations and the interests of the excavators. T.C. 
Lethbridge, for example did find animal bones in this 
position at Little Wilbraham, and also at the 7th-cen-
tury cemetery he dug at Burwell (Lethbridge 1931). 
Similar meat-bones have been noted elsewhere in 
Britain, for example at Holywell Row and Lakenheath 
in Suffolk, Lyminge in Kent, and in Yorkshire, so their 
occurrence is by no means unique. 

The large Cambridgeshire cemeteries contain both 
inhumations and cremations, though these are un-
evenly balanced. At Cambridge, Girton and Little 
Wilbraham the majority of burials are cremations, 
though the rite of inhumation is well represented. At 
others, including Oakington, the overwhelming ma-
jority of graves are inhumations. Cremations in these 
inhumation cemeteries are at higher levels than most 
of the inhumations, and are sometimes cut into the in-
humation graves. For this reason they are probably 
seriously under-represented in the archaeological 
record, particularly when sites have been cleared by 
machine. 

As noted above, the sample of graves excavated at 
Oakington is too small and probably unrepresentative 
to be used for any realistic assessment of wealth. All 
we can note is that the population had access to im- 
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ported goods such as ivory, glass beads and a good 
supply of amber, that there was at least one high-sta-
tus brooch in the community, and that virtually every-
one, even infants, had rights to some of this wealth. 
On the other hand, the range of artefacts is quite mod-
est, and the worn and broken condition of many is 
worth noting. 

In summary, therefore, the graves excavated at 
Oakington contained artefacts that are very typical of 
a 6th-century Anglian cemetery. The small sample is 
unusual in this region for its short life-span and the 
apparent homogeneity of its population's belongings 
and customs. This population shared some physical 
characteristics such as a tall build and slight heredi-
tary peculiarities and might well have been closely in-
terrelated. They also shared the stresses of occasional 
famine conditions and, probably, a severe parasite 
burden. The cemetery is also unusual in 
Cambridgeshire for its lack of evidence for contact 
with the preceding Roman culture, probably due both 
its late foundation and the lack of easily retrieved 
artefacts in the close vicinity, emphasising a rather 
random approach to the choice of appropriate grave-
goods in local cemeteries in general. 
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Appendix I 

Skeletal remains- methods and glossary 
General methods of skeletal identification and analysis used 
are those of Bass (1987), Steele and Bramblett (1988), and 
Ubelaker (1989), statures are from the methods of Trotter and 
Gleser (1952), dental ageing follows the system of Brothwell 
(1972) and other methods are referred to in the text. 

Acetabulum: the hip socket, made up of the three separate 
bones of the pelvis which join at about 12 years of age. 

Auricular area: part of the pelvis which forms the sacro-iliac 
joint. Changes in this area can be used to determine age at 
death (Lovejoy et al. [1985]; see also 'pubic symphysis' 
below). 

Cribra orbitalia: a porous or sieve-like pattern in the top of the 
eye orbits, produced by overdevelopment of the bone mar-
row which makes red blood cells, as a reaction to anaemia 
(Stuart Macadam 1972). 

Cysts, eburnation and osteophytes: respectively, pits in a joint 
surface, polishing due to direct bone-to-bone contact and 
bony nodules around joint surfaces. All are formed by break-
down of the articular cartilage due to age degeneration or 
excessive or unusual use of a moving joint, and are diagnos-
tic features of arthritis (Rogers et al. 1986). 

Epiphyses: the growing ends of bones: they adjoin the carti-
lage which produces new bone cells, and when growth stops 
the cartilage disappears and the epiphysis fuses to the rest of 
the bone (people say the bone 'sets'). Age can be determined 
from the state of fusion of different êpiphyses in the same 
skeleton. 

Pubic symphysis: the point at the front of the pelvis where the 
two pubic bones meet. The form of the bone surface in this 
area changes with age, and the standard ageing systems de-
veloped by American anthropologists can be used on ar-
chaeological or forensic human remains. The one used here 
is the Suchey-Brooks system (latest revision Brooks & 
Suchey 1990). 

Schmorl's nodes: indentations in the body surfaces of verte-
brae, produced by stress on the spine and consequent weak-
ening of the discs between the vertebrae (Schmorl & 
Junghanns 1971). 

Sexual dimorphism: sexual differences in body shape and size, 
which can be used to determine the sex of skeletons by ex-
amination and measurement of certain bones. Some popula-
tions are highly dimorphic, and their skeletons are therefore 
easy to distinguish by sex. 
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Cloistered Communities: Archaeological and Architectural 
Investigations in Jesus College, Cambridge, 1988-97 

Christopher Evans, Alison Dickens and D.A.H. Richmond 
With contributions by C. Begg, K. Gdaniec, J. Miller and J.M. Renfrew 

Summary 

Archaeological and architectural recording within Jesus 
College during large-scale restoration work has shown that 
the surviving fabric of the preceding nunnery of St 
Radegund's is more limited than previously thought; how-
ever, the remains of the original 15th century college are ex-
tensive. The character of the town's urban and suburban 
monasteries are also discussed in the light of this new infor-
mation. Excavations in a cemetery within the Master's 
Garden, the Jesus Lanefrontage of the new library site, and 
the east range of Cloister Court are described. The latter, oc-
curring within the interior of the chapter house and 
vestry/sacristy, revealed that the sequence of nunnery build-
ing is more complex than has generally been anticipated. 

Introduction 

Eight campaigns of College-sponsored architectural 
and archaeological recording are reported. All were 
variously development-led; whilst providing oppor -
tunities for broader academic study these have not 
been research initiatives. The first is Hugh Richmond's 
analysis of the fabric of the east range of Cloister Court 
(I); otherwise the investigations have been undertaken 
by the Cambridge Archaeological Unit (CAU) of the 
University of Cambridge: 
II The 1995 Chapter House Investigations (Evans 1995a; 

1995c) 
III Recording within the Halls and Kitchen Range, includ-

ing a large foundation exposed on the north side of the 
halls, probably the original stair tower (Dickens & 
Evans 1995) 

Iv The 1997 Gatehouse and School Range recording 
(Dickens 1998) 

V The Master's Lodge viewing niche (Begg in Dickens 
1998) 

VI The 1992/93 New Library Site Excavations (Evans 1992; 
1995b) 

VII Topsoil sampling and excavation of a small sondage 
within First Court in conjunction with the 1995 renova-
tion programme (Dickens & Evans 1995) 

VIII The 1993 Master's Garden Investigations - the parish-
ioner's cemetery (Gdaniec & Miller 1993). 

Progressing from the purely architectural to the ex-
clusively archaeological, the ordering of sections is ac -
cording to investigative scale and interpretative scope. 
A level of synthetic presentation is attempted which 
avoids, wherever possible, unwieldy descriptive de-
tail and much therefore is omitted. The various CAU 
reports, including specialist study, are available in 
public archives (County SMR; Cambridgeshire 
Collection). The Unit's recording system has been em-
ployed throughout and, in the course of the work, 
some 240 contexts have been assigned to describe in-
dividual stratigraphic 'acts' (e.g. a cut, a fill or a ma-
sonry build; [#]). To facilitate presentation these are 
only included within the text where absolutely neces-
sary (e.g. the explanation of complex elevations). 
Beyond this, in terms of 'soil' archaeology (vs. archi-
tectural recording), feature numbers have been em-
ployed to denote interrelated phenomena (e.g. a ditch 
cut and its fills); sixty have been thus far assigned 
(F.#). 

Whilst not resulting in a radical re-appraisal of the 
college's history, the work provides detailed insights 
into its sequence (especially the scale of Alcock's 
building and the limited extent of nunnery fabric). 
Throughout we have been aware of the grounds' ex-
traordinary research potential, particularly for gender 
studies and the archaeology of 'cloistered communi-
ties'. The circumstances of a medieval nunnery su-
perceded by an early college - effectively, a female 
circumscribed community replaced by one predomi-
nantly male - is possibly unique (the gender-exclusiv -
ity of each is, of course, compromised by their 
respective servants and tenants). Yet it is telling of the 
character of these institutions that such 'headline' con-
cerns largely escape detection. Maintenance of 
room/social space determines that deposition is rarely 
reflective of direct usage. Equally, falling on the fringe 
of medieval Cambridge, the site's (sub-)urban context 
is also influential. Not a matter of rural isolation - the 
boundary walls were not absolute - there can never be 
certainty whether material of whatever period has 
been introduced into the grounds. 

Monasticism has long been considered a suitable 
theme for archaeological study, increasingly so in recent 
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Figure TI. Loggan's view of the College (1688) 

years (e.g. Gilchrist 1994; Gilchrist & Mytum 1989; 
1993).1 Apart from a few instances of development-
led work, the same is not true of early colleges - 
cloaked or 'faceless' monastic brethren have been con-
sidered somehow more 'archaeological' than the 
ancestry of individuals claimed by colleges. In the 
case of Jesus College, its membership has included 
Cranmer, Coleridge and Lawrence Sterne; amongst its 
architects have been Essex and Pugin; and William 
Morris, Burne-Jones and Maddox-Brown all partici-
pated in its interior design. Amid such august compa-
ny does archaeology have anything to contribute? In 
terms of the material cultural correlates of elite com-
munities, the answer must be yes inasmuch as it is the 
study of historical institutions integral to the fabric of 
the modern world. Appropriate to its University 
home-base, the 'archaeology of colleges' (and institu-
tions) has been a research directive of the Cambridge 
Archaeological Unit since its establishment in 1990. 
Work at Jesus College represents an initial attempt to 
develop this agenda - framing the relevance of early 
post-medieval archaeology. 

Investigations within the college are on-going. 
Failing the final word, it seems appropriate to publish 
the results to date given the retirement of the Master, 
Professor Lord Renfrew and also Nigel Lacey, its 
Domestic Bursar, in 1997, both of whom have been in-
strumental in fostering the recording. 

Historical Outline 
with J.M. Renfrew 

The college buildings have been studied by two major 
authorities, whose findings are published in the 
Architectural History of the University of Cambridge 
(Willis & Clark 1886), and the Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments' An Inventory of the Historical 
Monuments in the City of Cambridge (1959). This sum-
mary draws upon them and Gray's History of 1902 (re-
vised by Brittain in 1960), and his 1898 study of the 
nunnery. 

The College of the Blessed Mary the Virgin, St John 
the Evangelist and the glorious Virgin St Radegund 
was founded by John Alcock, Bishop of Ely 
(1486-1500), who obtained letters patent for its incor -
poration from Henry VII on the 12th June 1496; short -
ly after, it became known as Jesus College. Sherman, 
the 17th century historian of the college, states that 
Alcock had begun the adaptation of the buildings in 
the year of its foundation, the first Master and Fellows 
being admitted in 1500. The college was established in 
buildings of the Benedictine nunnery dedicated to St 
Mary and St Radegund which had been built by 
Nigellus, the second Bishop of Ely, in c. 1138. The nun-
nery buildings which have been thought to survive in 
altered form are those around the cloisters, including 
the chapter house, the hall, the chapel, an extension of 
the east range as far as J Staircase in Pump Court; the 
west range of the Master's Lodge, the Prioress's 
Room, Master Study and Oratory, and the main gate 
approached along the 'Chimney'. Yet, while there is 
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Figure 2. Cambridge Religious Houses: 1) Friars of the Sack (or Penitence),founded c. 1258; 2) Gilbertine Priory of 
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Sussex site; 9) Augustinian Priory in Barnwell, founded in 1112; 10) St Radegund's.founded c. 1139 

general agreement that the layout of the 
early college buildings follows the plan of 
the nunnery, apart from the chapel (where 
much early work is exposed) the form of 
the monastery remains obscure. 
Whilst comparatively little is known of 

the three centuries' history of the nunnery, 
a number of calamities are documented. In 
1277 the chapel tower collapsed, there 
were major fires in 1313 and 1376, and a 
gale severely damaged the buildings in 
1390. By the time the house was dissolved, 
there were apparently only two nuns re-
maining and the buildings were in a poor 
state. At its foundation the college, howev-
er, inherited a number of early documents 
from the nunnery and the extensive prop-
erties with which it had been endowed. 
The nave of the nun's church then extend-
ed as far as the present front door of the 
Master's Lodge, and its western two thirds 
formed the parish church of St Radegund, 
with its churchyard lying to the south. 
Continuing in use as a burial ground well 
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into the 16th century, the nuns seem to have been 
buried immediately outside the east end of the chapel 
in the area of Chapel Court. 

Alcock, whose arms and rebus - a cock standing on 
a globe - occur throughout the buildings, was comp-
troller of royal works for Henry VII and had under-
taken building at Ely, Westbury, Malvern and Great St 
Mary's Church, Cambridge. In order to convert the 
nunnery buildings for college use he walled up the 
chapter house and reduced the nave of the chapel by 
two-thirds, inserted two floors in the western end (the 
parish church then occupied the remaining length of 
the nave and the transepts). The nave aisles were de-
molished, arcades infilled and the tower heightened 
by another floor. Alcock had the gatehouse tower 
built and apparently established a grammar-cum-
choir school in the range to the west (disbanded in 
1567; see Gray 1967). Convention would have it that 
the hall conversion involved little more than replace-
ment of the thatched roof of the nun's refectory with 
one of chestnut, and the addition of an oriel window 
on the north side. Generally, the clunch walls of the 
monastic buildings are said to have been given a more 
durable outer skin of brick (allegedly the first use of 
'Cambridge brick'). 

I) The East Range Fabric 

In 1986 the college embarked upon a programme of 
repair and restoration. Starting with the east range of 
Cloister Court, this work was carried out during 
1988-89 and concentrated on the roof and the upper 
walls which had been damaged by water penetration 
(Richmond 1990). Throughout, the existing fabric was 
treated with respect, the only major loss being the 
heads of the window openings- 2 

 

The Monastic Period (c. 1139-1496) 
All surviving features of this period in the east range 
of the cloister appear to be of the 13th century, but ad-
jacent fabric in the north transept of the conventual 
church can be dated to c. 1150. Before considering 
these features in detail, what remains of the early out-
line must be established. The range is defined at its 
south end by the north transept and at the north by a 
clear building break, marked with quoins. It was ex-
tended from this point in 1822. The width is defined 
by the 13th century entrance to the chapter house on 
the west side and by a contemporary archway oppo-
site it in the east wall. The range was 41m long and 
9.40m wide, the east and west walls being 0.8m thick. 
The highest point to which the medieval fabric sur-
vived was approximately 7.00m above the floor level 
of the chapter house. This is in the area of an in situ 
fragment of the rear arch of a window of two-centred 
form (slightly to the south of the doorway), giving 
onto the high end of the hall from the range. At this 
point much of the walling on the second floor was 
stripped during the building work and no medieval 
fabric was found. These observations confirm that the 
plan of the medieval range survives in outline and 
suggests that it was probably of two storeys. 

Evidence also survives to indicate the early 
arrangement of the ground and first floors. Only two 
masonry cross-walls remain, both at the north end. 
The first is just over lOOm from the gable wall and 
cuts off a narrow compartment on the ground floor of 
the range. The floor is sunk well below the level of the 
floor of the chapter house and has been interpreted as 
the shaft of a rere-dorter or lavatory serving the first 
floor. This was confirmed by an investigation carried 
out by the contractor on the west side of the range 
that revealed the top of a substantial drainage channel 
which came from the direction of the river. The sec-
ond wall defines a small room 3.50m wide south of 
the rere-dorter. 

A large doorway in the west wall of the range axial 
with the north Cloister Walk is also of medieval on-
gin. Only the upper parts of the splayed jambs sur-
vive as the head has been broken away to 
accommodate a later doorway. The fact that this has 
been necessary, and the proportions of the surviving 
opening, indicate that the floor levels of both the 
cloister and the range have been raised. South of this 
doorway in the west wall of the range is an entrance, 
an elaborate composition consisting of a doorway 
flanked by window-like openings. It is of early 13th 
century date and was the entrance to the chapter 
house, the floor of which was some 0.85m below the 
present level of the cloister walk. Three other frag -
ments of the chapter house have been identified in the 
east wall of the range, a corbel and arch opposite the 
north side of the entrance, the remains of a pier oppo-
site the door and a short section of chamfered arch op-
posite the south side of the entrance. These 
demonstrate that the east wall of the range was 
pierced by a double arch which gave onto a compart-
ment of which no trace remains. This area was exca-
vated in 1894 (1959: 91; problems with the 
interpretation of this work will be discussed in the fol-
lowing section). The detail of the corbel on the north 
side shows that the chapter house was vaulted, as 
part of a chamfered diagonal rib survives. A recon-
struction of this vault based on the features already 
described enabled the approximate level of the first 
floor of the range to be established (fig. 23). The well-
preserved vaulting in the chapter house at Lacock 
Abbey is similar in form and provides a parallel for 
the solution adopted to accommodate the doorway. 
Cleeve Abbey, Somerset provides a parallel for the 
overall form of the compartment. The chapter house 
is vaulted below the dormitory and then opens into a 
tall compartment on the east which rose to the full 
height of the range (fig. 13). 

No new information has been found in the area be-
tween the chapter house and the north transept of the 
conventual church and its form in the monastic peri-
od remains unknown. The west wall of the range was 
examined for original architectural features in 1894 
but the masonry was found to consist of re-used ma-
terial, some of the 12th century, perhaps a re-facing 
subsequent to the suppression (RCHM 1959). The 
north wall of the north transept has a row of three 
substantial semi-circular-headed windows which are 
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now blocked. It is likely that during the medieval pe-
riod these were open and that the east range of the 
cloister did not run right up to the transept. The 
height of the sills of these windows would allow a 
connection on the ground floor (Willis & Clark 1886 II: 
fig. 5). 

Little evidence of the monastic period survives at 
first floor level. The rere-dorter shaft does not rise 
through this level and it therefore appears that it 
served the first floor. The masonry wall to the south 
survives to a height of about 7.00m above the floor 
level indicating that it provided a lobby to the rere 
dorter on both floors. The only other feature to sur-
vive is the rear arch of the two-centred window in the 
west wall of the range; this was presumably one of a 
row of windows. 

The only surviving medieval evidence within the 
range which can be closely dated is the entrance to the 
chapter house which belongs to the early 13th centu-
ry. The remaining fabric may well be contemporary. 
The general arrangement of the building appears to 
follow the normal monastic pattern except perhaps at 
the south end (fig. 12). However, cloisters are normal-
ly sited south of the church. In this case the water sup-
ply to the north almost certainly determined the 
reversal of the normal layout, as for example at 
Tintern Abbey, Gwent. The rere-dorter at the north 
end of the range was divided from the remainder by 
a lobby on both floors. It may be that the shaft was 
originally divided and served both levels matching 
the lobbies. The next major division on the ground 
floor was the north wall of the chapter house, now de-
molished. The area between this and the rere-dorter 
would have been the nuns' day room. The large door-
way which survives at the end of the north cloister 
walk would have given access to this and may also 
have served a flight of stairs leading to the dormitory. 

All ground floor compartments were tall being 
3.80m in height. On the first floor the dormitory ex-
tended from the south side of the lobby to the south-
ern side of the chapter house and perhaps a little 
beyond. It would have been lit on both sides by uni-
form rows of two-centred single-light windows, 
which coincided with the bed spaces. This arrange-
ment can be seen at many monastic sites, such as 

Cleeve Abbey, Somerset and Forde, Dorset. The walls 
of this upper floor were approximately 3.00m in 
height and the building would probably have had a 
steep-pitched roof open to the rafters and with plain 
eaves. The connection of the range to the conventual 
church has been discussed but the night stair has not 
been mentioned. This stair, leading from the dormito-
ry to the church, would have been in the area between 
the chapter house and the transept. It is perhaps sig-
nificant that there is a doorway below the windows in 
the north wall of the transept. The turret stair at the 
northeast corner of the transept which gives access to 
a gallery on the east side is too small to have served 
as the night stair. 

The Conversion of the Dormitory Range 
There is no precise indication of the date of this work 
in the fabric but it is clear from the uniformity of the 
detailing of the stacks and timber-work, that the con-
version was a unified campaign, compatible with a 
date of c. 1500. The lack of a precise date raises the 
question of whether the conversion might perhaps be 
a late monastic phase which was utilised by Bishop 
Alcock. This does not appear to be the case as the new 
accommodation consisted of two uniform staircases 
and three sets of larger rooms, clearly a collegiate pat-
tern with no monastic precedent. Indeed it is signifi-
cant that the chapter house, an essential feature of any 
monastic complex was lost at the time of the conver-
sion. For these reasons there is little doubt that the 
conversion was initiated by Alcock upon founding 
the college. 

The preceding account of the monastic phase sug -
gests that much of the 13th century buildings sur-
vived until 1496, and it would be reasonable to 
assume that a range of two storeys was standing at 
that time. It is clear that, apart from the rere-dorter 
shaft and the adjacent lobby wall, the whole of the in-
tenor of the range was gutted (fig. 5). The east wall 
and the west wall north of the hail were faced with 
brickwork to mask the medieval masonry. They are 
just over lOOm thick indicating that the brickwork 
was of double thickness. The southern part of the 
west wall was also faced in brick above the level of 
the cloister roof, but done within the thickness of the 
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medieval wall (either by replacing the outer face of 
masonry with brickwork or by rebuilding the entire 
wall); the wall now consists of clunch with brick fac-
ing. 

The range was divided into three equal bays by the 
construction of two free-standing chimney stacks 
each having fireplaces back-to-back on three storeys.

- An end stack was also constructed above the rere 
6  

'nest ration 

dorter shaft against the north gable, and fireplaces 
and flues cut into the gable of the north transept. The 
whole range was raised in height to three full storeys 
(much of the walls of the second floor was stripped of 
plaster and no sign of in situ medieval work was 
found). The new roof was shallow pitched, covered in 
lead and had box gutters behind brick parapets. The 
Loggan engraving of 1688 shows this arrangement 
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and perhaps the original terminations of the stacks 	that the structure of the ground and first floors was 
which have since been replaced (fig. 1). 	 built before the range was raised in height (fig. 10). 

	

The new interior structure was almost entirely of 	This . would have given stability to the surviving 

	

timber and a curious doubling up at the level of the 	structure and could also have served as a platform 

	

second floor (there are beams above and below the 	from which to construct the new walls of the second 

	

floor boards in the major partition walls) may indicate 	floor. The form of the staircases leaves no doubt that 
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the second floor was part of the original scheme for 
the conversion (fig. 11); comparison of the sections of 
the monastic range and the conversion shows that the 
first floor levels remains more or less constant (fig. 6). 
This may explain why the floors of the range and 
cloister were made up to the present level as it pro-
duces a ground floor of reasonable height giving three 
storeys of domestic proportion. 

The two southern bays of the range appear to have 
been identical in plan, each with a staircase which ran 
across the range in two straight flights (one either side 
of a cross-wall placed in the centre of the bay). This 
gives rooms of equal size on the first floor and one of 
similar size and another slightly wider on both the 
ground and second floors (fig. 4). The ground floor 
rooms were entered by opposed doors just inside the 
entrance to the staircase. A small hail gave onto a sin-
gle flight which rose to a double-width landing on the 
east side from which opposed doors gave access to 
the first floor rooms. The stair then turned back on the 
other side of the cross-wall in another straight flight 
to a single width landing which gave access to the 
rooms on the second floor also by opposed doors. 
Whilst neither staircase survives unaltered, careful 
examination of the evidence shows that they were 
identical in design (fig. 11). Two of the external door-
ways survive; that giving access to G Staircase re-
mains in use (fig. 4). 

The northern bay of the range was organised dif -
ferently. It was entered by a doorway similar to that of 
C Staircase at the north end of the 'dark entry', the 
passage which runs under the high end of the hall. 
The doorway is now blocked and partly obscured by 
later brickwork. A beam in the ceiling of the ground 
floor of the range has mortises in the underside and is  

moulded on its east face. This demonstrates that the 
doorway gave access to a passage on the west side of 
the range which connected with the room which was 
formerly the lobby to the rere-dorter. While the 
arrangement on the first floor mirrors that of the 
ground floor, there is no evidence for a passage along 
the west side. The second floor appears to have con-
sisted of a single large room. No evidence of a stair-
case of c. 1500 has been found in the bay. Occupying 
half the width of the range, J Staircase is an insertion 
of c. 1800. The only suitable site for an earlier stair 
would have been on the south side of the former 
lobby wall, but if it followed the pattern of C and F 
Staircases some traces should have been found out-
side the area disturbed by the construction of the pre-
sent stair. An alternative explanation is that the first 
and second floors were entered from the rooms on the 
north side of C Staircase. Whilst all evidence on the 
first floor has been destroyed by the construction of 
the combination room in the 18th century, on the sec-
ond floor the timber-frame partition on the west side 
of the stack is original and contains a doorway. 
Although the area west of the stack was lit by a 
splayed window running to the corner between the 
hall and the range, there is no evidence for a wall on 
the north side of this area. It may therefore have been 
the entrance to the third bay reached by a passage 
which ran parallel to the east wall of the hall. The con-
tention that the third bay of the building did not have 
a staircase in the 16th century is supported by the 
analysis of the fenestration. 

The dismantling of the top of the east and west 
walls of the range and the removal of much of the re-
maining plaster on the second floor enabled the win-
dows at this level to be studied. The original pattern 



Archaeological and Architectural Investigations in Jesus College, Cambridge 	 101 

Length of Ceiling Panel 

• 1 1  i . i 	( i 	• •_I.'_I•I IT 
H 	H 	H 	 H 

Plan of a typical Roof Bay 

Main Beam 	Rafter 

Reed 
Plaster 

Section of a typical Roof Bay 

	

Edge Beam 	 Purlin 	 Ridge 

. 

 

Layout of Floor Beams & Joists 

	

r777 	

I I/ iJJJJ 

... . 

. 	0 	• 	 10 
cm 

Sections through Floor Beams & Joists 
Figure 10. East range, Cloister Court - 
Roof (i—iv) andfloor details (v,& vi) 



102 	 Christopher Evans, Alison Dickens and D.A.H. Richmond 

on the east side has been much disturbed by the cre-
ation of the present relatively regular elevation which 
is mainly composed of two-light windows of late 
Gothic form. That work appears to be of the 19th cen-
tury, an attempt to rectify earlier alterations when 
much deeper windows arranged in regular bays were 
introduced (fig. 8). 

The east elevation is of great interest as it has 19th 
century windows of 16th century form in regular bays 
which were presumably created in the 18th century. 
Figure 7 shows the position of the window jambs 
which survive from the 16th century arrangement on 
the second floor. All the windows on the west side re-
main unaltered and the outlines of seven complete 
windows and one jamb of two others were identified 
on the east side. The original fenestration on the west 
side had both a vertical and a horizontal pattern. The 
upper window openings had four-centred heads 
while those below were square-headed; there was 
also a pattern of alternating one- and two-light win-
dows with one single-light window opposite the 
stack and a pair opposite the staircase. At the north 
end of the elevation the vertical arrangement was 
similar but the horizontal pattern simply consisted of 
three two-light windows. Having identified a pattern 
on each side of the hail it became clear that the sur-
viving arrangement on the east side, although a frag -
ment, was a mirror image. When drawn out, this 
reveals an elevation of great interest consisting of reg-
ular bays of two-light windows separated by pairs of 
single-light windows in line with the staircases and 
single windows of the same form in line with the 
stacks. The reconstruction of the full pattern of the 
southern two-thirds of the building shows an eleva-
tion clearly related to the staircase plan. At the north 
end there are three bays of two-light windows which 
also mirror the arrangement on the west side. This 
supports the idea that this bay was arranged differ-
ently from the other two and suggests that it may 
have consisted of larger rooms without a staircase. 
The one single-light window on the top floor at that 
end of the building can be explained by reference to 
Figure 4 which shows that the position was blocked 
on the lower two floors by a fireplace and the wall of 
the rere-dorter shaft. The design of the well-preserved 
elevation to the cloister is difficult to understand until 
it is seen as a partial reflection of the eastern elevation. 

Little can be said of the detailed arrangement of 
the rooms at the north end of the range. If undivided, 
the upper room had a fireplace at either end. On the 
first floor both appear to have been heated, while only 
the southern on the ground floor had a fireplace. All 
on G and F Staircases, except the ground floor adja-
cent to the transept, retain original fireplaces although 
some have been blocked and reduced in size. The 
stacks dividing the range  are positioned well to the 
east of the centre line suggesting that the main rooms 
occupied the eastern two-thirds of the • range, a con-
figuration more or less symmetrical with the fire-
places. The western third appears to have been 
occupied by smaller compartments. The only room in 
which this arrangement survives with any clarity is  

the southern on the second floor of F Staircase. 
Further evidence is provided by Willis and Clark's 
pre-1880 plan of the college, which shows the ground 
floor arranged with entrance lobbies and secondary 
compartments on the west side of the range (1886 IV: 
fig. 14). The spaces around the staircases and stacks 
were also used and had windows where possible. 
There is some evidence to suggest that the spaces on 
the east side of the stacks were divided along the cen-
tre line and therefore served the rooms on either side, 
perhaps as closets (fig. 4). The mark of a division be-
tween a pair of shallow recesses was found in the 
plaster on the east side of the south stack at second 
floor level. A partition survives east of the north stack 
at first floor level and the plan in Willis and Clark 
shows a similar arrangement on the ground floor east 
of the southern stack. The rooms off the staircases are 
of two different sizes depending on their position rel-
ative to the stairs. The larger are all lit by two win-
dows (one a single-light and the other of two-lights), 
while the smaller rooms have only one window of 
two-lights; the regularity of the relationship between 
room size and windows gives further credence to the 
reconstruction of the 16th century east elevation. 

Evidence of what was almost certainly the original 
scheme of decoration was found in the north room of 
the second floor of F Staircase. The external masonry 
walls were plastered as was the stack; internal parti-
tions were constructed of timber-framing with broad 
studs and rails. The spaces between were filled with 
flush plasterwork. This pattern was carried across one 
of the masonry walls, the plaster of which was paint-
ed with a representation of timber-framing. Only pre-
served over the fireplace, there is no evidence to show 
how other walls were treated (fig. 9). 

It was also possible to reconstruct how the ceilings 
were formed. On the second floor they were an inte-
gral part of the roof and were arranged in bays (only 
the main timbers were exposed; fig. 10). These ran 
right across the range and were defined by timbers 
with double-ogee mouldings (i.e. cambered main 
beams and side beams). The rectangles were subdi-
vided into roughly square panels by the ridge and a 
pair of purlins which were chamfered and set above 
the level of the mouldings of the main beams. These 
panels had plaster ceilings carried on a reed lath fixed 
to the underside of rectangular common rafters. This 
pattern is interrupted once by a main beam on the sec-
ond floor room on the north side of F Staircase. It is 
different from the others as it is re-used from a build-
ing of much wider span and decorated with running 
foliage and berries; it may be an insertion of c. 1600 
(RCHM 1959). 

The ceilings of the ground and first floor rooms 
also had a pattern of major and minor timbers (fig. 
10). The major beams were arranged in pairs along 
the length of the building defining three parallel bays. 
These beams have double-ogee mouldings smaller, 
but similar to those of the principal roof timbers. The 
only exception are the beams in the northern bay 
which were plain chamfered. The remainder of the 
structure was made up of common rafters which ran 
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east to west and were mortised into the main beams 
above the level of the mouldings. The common rafters 
were of three types: rectangular, plain chamfered or 
with a smaller version of the double-ogee mouldings. 
The beams and rafters carried a floor of wide planks. 
The underside of these formed the ceiling of the room 
below and in some cases were white-washed. In other 
words, the rafters and beams were exposed under the 
ceiling at both the ground and first floor, an impres-
sive but 'noisy' form of construction which explains 
why all rooms now have plaster ceilings fixed to the 
underside of the joists. 

Except where they were masked by the cloister and 
hail, the external walls were faced in brick (230 x 50 x  

110mm) laid in courses of headers and stretchers in a 
soft mortar with wide joints. In the unfaced areas 
where there is no plaster it is possible to see the fabric 
of the monastic walls which were built of roughly 
coursed clunch with limestone dressings, presumably 
originally rendered or plastered. The undisturbed 
work of the 16th century also has dressings of lime-
stone (e.g. quoins, string courses, doors, windows 
and copings). Original windows with four-centred 
and square heads survive in the elevation to the clois-
ter and the doorway to C Staircase remains unaltered. 
The rebuilding of the upper wall revealed the con-
struction of the rear of the windows. The jambs were 
formed in rubble with freestone blocks forming the 
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Figure 12. Plan of the Monastic Complex c. 1250 

angle between the reveal and the wall. The four-cen-
tred arches were turned in a single course of bricks set 
on edge similar to those used in the external walls. 
The original stacks above roof level have been rebuilt, 
but Loggan's print of the college may show their orig-
inal form (fig. 1). The stacks were of uniform con-
struction, mostly of brick. The fireplaces are all of the 
same design and built of clunch. They have simple 
four-centred arches with a chamfer which runs down 
the jambs and stops clear of the floor; above the stone 
arch is a brick relieving arch. 

The structure of the 16th century roof survives as 
the ceiling to the second floor and has already been 
described (fig. 10). A later roof of steeper pitch, prob-
ably of the 19th century, was constructed above it (see 
below). The only elements of the earlier roof which 
are missing are the deck which consisted of wide 
boards and the covering which must have been of 
lead. This is confirmed by Loggan's print which 
shows a flat-pitched roof with details consistent with 
a lead covering (i.e. panels defined by rolls; fig. 1). 
The existence of the deck was confirmed by the dis-
covery  of widely spaced nail holes in the upper sur-
faces of the main beams and rafters on which it is laid. 
It was presumably removed before the construction of 
the later roof. 

Described above, Figure 10 shows the layout of a 
typical chimney bay. The spacing of the main beams is 
unequal. The widest interval being in the centre in 
order to accommodate the staircases which ran across 
the building in straight flights between the beams. 

oT 

] Chapter House 

Site of 

The major partition walls within the building were 
an integral part of the staircases, the only exceptions 
being those west of the stacks which in any case fol-
low the same general pattern. The walls were all of 
the same design and consist of a frame-work of posts 
with a mid-rail which carry two tiers of heavy studs 
infilled with wattle and plaster. Neither of the stair-
cases survive unaltered, but they were of similar de-
sign and sufficient details have been recovered to 
allow the original form to be reconstructed (fig. 11). 

The details of the east range before the Dissolution 
of the nunnery can only be conjectured, but neverthe-
less it was a two-storey masonry building. What is 
abundantly clear is that Bishop Alcock went to great 
pains to change it by adding an extra storey and 
cladding all the exposed walls in brick. Nearly all 
ranges of lodgings in Cambridge colleges at that peri-
od were of two storeys with a staircase rising in one 
broad flight across the building to a single landing 
which gave access to two rooms on the first floor. 
Many examples survive, perhaps the best being the 
south range of the first court at Queens' (built by 
1449). Whilst a number of these ranges have attics, 
they all appear to be additions. The only three-storey 
range which was built before the mid-17th century 
was the south range of the old court of King's College 
which is illustrated by Loggan. It was also intended 
that the main count of King's College would be of 
three storeys, but this was never realised. These 
ranges, like that in Old Court, would have been 
served by turret stains. The great innovation of Bishop 
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Figure 13. Reconstruction of the Monastic Complex c. 1250 

Alcock was the creation of a range of three full storeys 
with a staircase of two full flights which returned 
across the range, a form without precedent in 
Cambridge. 

Ranges of three storeys began to appear at the end 
of the 16th century, but the upper rooms were still 
treated as attics with windows under gables (e.g. the 
second court of St John's College of 1598). It was not 
until the second quarter of the 17th century that true 
three-storey ranges became the norm. The new build-
ings of Clare College designed by 1635 and the north 
range of the outer court of Jesus College, constructed 
between 1638 and 1641, provide examples. Both have 
staircases with short flights and intermediate land-
ings between floors, quite different from those in the 
east range of Cloister Court. 

Later Post-Medieval Alterations 
The major surviving alteration of this period is the 
combination room which was fitted out by James 
Essex in 1762, the result of a bequest to the college by 
Francis Lord Middleton (RCHME 1959). This work 
involved the lowering of the floor, the 16th century 
floor beams being re-used in the ceiling of the wine 
cellar, and the raising of the ceiling. The new ceiling is 
supported on joists which are independent of the 
structure of the new floor above. The room also en-
croaches on the north side of G Staircase and, in con-
sequence, the lower flight was rebuilt as a tight 
winding stair. The windows of the combination room 
retain their 18th century shape although they were re- 

modelled in the 19th century. Patches of the brick-
work below the sills of many of the present windows 
and renewed lengths of string course suggest that at 
one time the whole of the east elevation had windows 
which matched those of the combination room, pre-
sumably an 18th century re-ordering with windows 
arranged in bays. 

There are a number of alterations of the 19th cen-
tury, the earliest being the building of J Staircase and 
the remodelling of a number of the adjacent rooms. 
The staircase has short flights, intermediate landings 
and a rail with turned balusters. The present pitched 
roof of the range was probably added during this 
time. Its principal trusses stand on cambered main 
beams of the 16th century roof and are made up of 
king posts with struts and raking queen posts. This 
new roof was necessary because the 16th century flat-
pitched roof had sagged in a number of areas, proba-
bly rendering it unserviceable (fig. 6). The east 
elevation was also re-modelled and the windows 
were restored to conform with the surviving 16th cen-
tury pattern (arched openings on the second floor 
with square openings below). This was as far as the 
restoration went, as the 18th century pattern of regu-
lar bays was retained. 

II) The Chapter House Investigations 

An outbreak of dry rot led to the lifting of the floors 
and the removal of infected soil in the toilets immedi- 
ately north of the chapel, and on either side of the 
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Plate i) Gray and Atkinson's 1894 Investigations 
of the east end of the Chapter House (looking south 
towards the chapel) 

intervening F Staircase passage, during the winter of 
1994/95. Lying immediately behind the exposed front 
of the 13th century chapter house, the main area of in-
vestigation fell centrally within the former meeting 
room of the nunnery (Area A; fig. 3 & 14). Initially it 
was anticipated that the treatment would entail the 
stripping of the plaster off the lower faces of all the 
walls. Beyond this, the CAU was to excavate a test pit 
through the below-floor deposits, down to the level of 
the chapter house (c. 0.80m depth). Its intention was 
to gauge the depth of infestation and establish the 
character of the strata should a decision be made that 
it had to be removed. The chapter house floor was 
found sealed with thick rubble make-up, confirming 
previous suggestions that the conversion of the nun-
nery, at least at this point, entailed a substantial rais-
ing of floors. Testing indicated that the dry rot was 
indeed deep and the below-floor soil required re-
moval. Recorded and sampled, these dump horizons 
were then dug out by the contractors to within 0.10-
-.20m of the floor, thereafter formal excavation down 
to this surface commenced. Apart from within a small 
sondage and cut feature, excavation ceased at this 
horizon, its compact surface providing an appropriate 
level for chemical treatment. 

Having a thick concrete slab floor, work within the 
Ladies' toilets south of the passage (Area C) was 
largely restricted to the recording of exposed fabric. 

Nevertheless, falling within the area of the sac-
risty/vestry, it permitted direct interrelationship be-
tween the chapel and chapter house sequence when 
tied to the passageway sections (Area B). 

The natural sub-soil, an orange-brown sand 
seamed with white marl, was only deeply exposed 
within the small sondage in the northeastern corner of 
Area A (1.45m below present-day ground-level). It is 
overlain by a C. 0.50m thick layer of reddish brown 
sandy loam discoloured through iron panning ([ 179]). 
A 'soil', although gravel lenses were present no 'hori-
zonisation' was evident suggesting turning through 
either agricultural /horticultural activities. Locally ex-
posed in the basal strata throughout the area of exca-
vation, that this horizon appeared relatively clean and 
compact could reflect its 'preparation' prior to con-
struction (and probable truncation at c. 6.60m OD). 

This was very much a case of archaeology within 
rooms (Evans 1995c). Of primary college date, they are 
an arbitrary framework in which to consider the lay -
out of the earlier chapter house/nunnery. Relatively 
few non-architectural artefacts were recovered (little 
pot or bone) and much of the phasing rests upon the 
logic of construction sequence and architectural style. 
The date of what little pottery was retrieved would be 
broadly consistent with the documented history: 
15-16th century East Anglian Red Wares, an iron 
glazed sherd and a piece from a small Cistercian Ware 
cup were recovered from college deposits. Apart from 
two 13-14th century plain ware sherds, no medieval 
pottery as such was recovered - the chapter house 
was evidently swept clean. 

The 1894 Investigations 
The general development of the range and nunnery 
has been described in the previous sections. Buried 
within the fabric of the college, the discovery of the 
largely intact western arcade of the chapter house in 
April 1893 generated much interest, with reports car-
ried in the college's magazine, The Chanticlere. 
Apparently the work was undertaken following a 
suggestion from Rev. Osmond Fisher (Honorary 
Fellow of the College) that plaster be stripped from 
the cloister wall, he having noticed traces of the earli-
er fabric during repairs 50 years prior (Atkinson & 
Clark 1897: 397). Reflective of the tastes of the day, it 
was the quality of the Early English architecture that 
commanded attention (RCHM 1959: pl. 137 & 140). 
Obviously considered an exercise in architectural re-
covery rather than excavation, floor surfaces or over-
lying strata seem to have received little notice. 4  

Inspired by the building's survival, in the follow-
ing year Gray and Atkinson undertook excavations in 
Chapel Court to trace the eastern extent of the chapter 
house. Unfortunately the published notice of their 
work is not extensive and no archive is known (Gray 
1894; mentioned also in Gray 1898: 63-5; Atkinson & 
Clark 1897: 189-91). As far as can be ascertained, 
after first trenching to locate the northeast corner 
Gray and Atkinson followed the eastern wall south. 
Again, whilst the recovery of much 'fallen' worked 
stone, painted glass and some pottery is reported, 
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there is no discussion of strata or floor levels. Built of 
Barnack stone, the corner was found to be substan-
tially buttressed with the outer face showing two 
courses of 'wrought stone'. Below this, a chamfered 
plinth was uncovered; otherwise the fabric was rough 
clunch. Along the foot of the eastern wall was found 
what was thought to be the remains of a clunch-built 
'bench'. Noted as standing 10" higher than what 
should be the floor (based upon the level of the col-
umn bases in the west front), their means of calcula-
tion implies that they did not actually find, or at least 
recognise, the floor within their trench. 

Taken looking south with the northeastern corner 
of the chapter house in the foreground, the one ap-
parently surviving photograph of the excavation in 
the college's archives was presumably taken by Gray 
for it shows Atkinson and their hired labourers in the 
background (p1. i). Although largely verifying Gray's 
description of the fabric, complication seems appar-
ent. In the foreground the plinth seems carved as if to 
accommodate an underlying feature. Given the 
recording it is difficult to account for this. Could it be 
that the 'clunch bench' was an earlier north-south 
footing that continues beyond the north wall of the 
chapter house? Similarly, in the wall just to the right 
of this point the uppermost stone appears to bed 
upon soil as if an ashlar block has been removed 
above the plinth. Close scrutiny indicates, moreover, 
that west of this stone the wall seems truncated. This 
may relate to no more than the line of a service trench. 
If so, it could provide another explanation for the spu-
rious clunch bench inasmuch as if may represent a 
horizontal spread truncated to the west (the north-
eastern/left-hand corner of the buttress in the fore-
ground has evidently also been truncated down to  

plinth level by a service). 
The accepted plan of the chapter house is that pub-

lished in the Royal Commission's 1959 survey. Gray's 
photograph evidently was not consulted, for it shows 
that the east wall of the-chapter house directly aligned 
with the buttressed northeastern corner of the Organ 
Chamber. Whereas Gray's sketch, and the 
Commission's plan after it, displaces the wall c. lOOm 
to the west. During the course of recent fieldwork the 
wall was cored and found aligned on the Organ 
Chamber; c. 1.50m wide, it lies approximately 0.40m 
below the lawn. (To negative result the lawn south of 
the path was also cored to test whether the chapter 
house wall-line continued south beyond the but-
tressed corner.) Restoring the wall further to the east 
has ramifications for the reconstruction of the chapter 
house: the 'bay'- distance between the wall and the 
easternmost pier becomes roughly equivalent to that 
between that and the central one (c. 3.50m; fig. 23). 

Monastic Origins (Phase I) 
The fabric of the 12th century chapel transept was ex-
posed within the southern wall of Room/Area C 
([190]; fig. 15 & 16). A chamfered Barnack plinth, off-
set by c. 80mm from the upper face, divided the wall. 
Consisting of irregularly coursed large clunch frag -
ments (50-80 x 160-200mm) in hard mid-brown mor-
tar, the exposed face below ([194]) appeared vertically 
trimmed flush with the plinth. There is little stone in 
the build and it is footing-like (i.e. no facing whatso-
ever). The western corner of the wall was supported 
by a stepped buttress carried upon an additional 
plinth. This is built of large finely dressed ashlar 
blocks; none occurs beneath the plinth level - it is rub-
ble below. East of its quoins was an exposed 'core' of 
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Figure 14. The Chapter House Investigations - Area location 
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Figure 15. The Chapter House Investigations - Area C, location and key: south elevation, fig. 16; west elevation, fig. 17 

uncoursed dressed clunch blocks and smaller frag-
ments bonded in off-white sandy chalk/clunch-based 
mortar. 

A substantial posthole was exposed in section 
within the northeastern sondage within Area A (F. 51; 
fig. 18-20). Although truncated, its profile could be 
observed to a depth of 0.50m; in total, it must have 
been c. 0.70m deep. Similarly, while it was seen to be 
some 0.60m across, its top is estimated to have been 
0.90-100m wide. Flat-based, its lower profile nar-
rowed to 0.20—.25m diameter, suggesting the dimen-
sion of the post. The lower fill consisted of dirty 
reddish brown sandy loam, above which it had fre-
quent small-medium clunch fragment inclusions. The 
'primary' status of this feature is indisputable, how-
ever considerable ambiguity relates to its structural 
associations. Similarly, in the western half of the 
sondage (well beyond the diameter of this cut), a sur-
prisingly high density of medium-sized sandy yellow 
mortar fragments were observed within the lower 
sub-soil horizon whose derivation is unclear. 

Discussion 
Based upon established knowledge of the nunnery's 
construction, the wall exposed on the southern side of 
Room C must be of 12th century fabric. What is cru-
cial is the possible indication of its construction level 

by the plinth. It appears to mark the division between 
the upper wall and rubble (mortar-dominated) foot-
ing below. Potentially having major ramifications, it is 
difficult to evaluate this evidence inasmuch as where 
exposed around the chapel's exterior its below-plinth 
foot has had an ashlar face applied. However, that no 
ashlar continued below this level within the exposed 
corner buttress could confirm that the plinth original-
ly lay at (exterior) surface level. Within Area C its base 
lies at 7.12m OD, exactly the same height as the chapel 
floor. This, and the fact that turf-stain was visible on 
the lower face of the plinth, suggests that the chapel 
floor lay at contemporary ground-level. 

The status of the F. 51 posthole is problematic inas-
much as it cannot be directly associated with a floor 
surface, suggesting that it pre-dates ground-level 
truncation. Whilst possibly a 'marker' for the laying-
out of the chapter house or a scaffold post relating to 
its construction, it could testify to an earlier structure; 
the masonry in its fill attesting to a nunnery-associa-
tion (i.e. not of pre-medieval date). The mortar frag-
ments found in the 'natural' soil horizon are also 
difficult to account for. Again, though they may de-
rive from an undefined 'early' chapter house struc-
ture, their situation could also relate to unidentified 
graves (see below) 
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Figure 16. The Chapter House Investigations - 
Area C, south elevation (see fig. 15) 

The Chapter House (Phase II) 
A round arch door-frame of dressed ashlar had been 
set into the southern wall in Room/Area C ([189]; fig. 
15 & 16). That it was a secondary insertion was evi-
dent by the fact that it cut through the plinth and con-
tinues for c. 0.25m below it. 1.25m wide and 2.60m 
high, the western half of the frame had almost been 
entirely removed through later alteration and only the 
basal stone survives on that side. Whereas the lower-
most stones on both sides of the frame are Barnack, 
the masonry above is clunch; 'reddening' was 

observed on one stone. 
The lower western wall within that room was dis-

tinct ([195]; fig. 15 & 17). Unlike the upper portion, it 
was rendered over with a smoothed brown sandy 
mortar. Where visible, its fabric consists of regularly 
coursed small-medium tabular Barnack in very loose 
sandy grey-brown mortar. At its northern end the 
wall is finished with large ashlar blocks dressed to a 
chamfered corner which carry traces of plaster ren-
dering and red 'paint' (see below). The base of the 
wall per se was observed in a sondage, where it was 
found to be without foundation. Standing 0.60m high, 
its top was horizontal (i.e. not ragged). Modern intru-
sions had cut away the junction between this wall and 
the chapel buttress. However, by the 'logic' of the con-
struction sequence (and its inferred relationship to the 
inserted southern doorway), [195] must post-date it. 

Built of Barnack ashlar, a matching wall was ex-
posed within the Area B passageway trench ([199]; 
three courses, 0.56m high). Also with a chamfered 
western return, probing under the Cloister Court flag-
stones revealed that after 0.40m it ended in a ragged 
edge, suggesting that it was either trench-built or that 
it had been robbed beyond this point. 

Confirming the results of Gray and Atkinson's in-
vestigations, a substantial east-west wall was found 
to run east from [199] and under the stairs in Area A 
([176]; fig. 18; pl. iv). Its southern side stood some 
0.30m high and was faced in a 15mm thick, smoothed 
whitewashed rendering which continued over the 
[199] stonework. The northern side was ragged hav -
ing been extensively disturbed. Generally surviving 
0.50—.60m wide, one flush-set stone protruding to a 
width of c. 0.85m must suggest its true dimension. 
The fabric consisted of roughly coursed Barnack 
slabs. These were roughly dressed to lie flush along 
the surviving face; medium-large fragments of clunch 
were more roughly set into the core (one piece of 

Figure 17. The Chapter House Investigations - Area C & B, west elevation (see fig. 15) 
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Figure 19. The Chapter House Investigations - Area A, location and section guide: north elevation, fig. 21; east eleva-
tion,fig. 20 & p1. ii; south evaluation, p1. iv 
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Plate ii) The Chapter llvase i;westiarwns - irrea A, east wall; note encased pier with nioulded iiiid-rib and cushion 
capital (left side; see fig. 20) 
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Figure 20. The Chapter House Investigations - Area A, east elevation (see fig. 19 & p1. iv) 

establishment of a working surface. 
Prior to the current programme, early architectural 

features had been selectively exposed through the en-
casing masonry within the eastern wall of Area A. 
This included the line of a chamfered arch in the top 
southern corner whose crown would fall just above 
the window-setting; its northern foot, and that of an-
other to the north, spring from the top of a pier capi-
tal whose western face had been carved flush along 
the line of the eastern wall. The stripping of later plas-
ter revealed a decorated pier in total c. 1.90m high 
([161]; fig. 18-20; p1. ii). Unlike the arches and the 
cushion capital from which they spring, the pier itself 
is Barnack, not clunch. A chamfered octagonal base 
carries the shaft that is approximately c. 0.35m in di-
ameter (not fully exposed) which has a moulded mid-
ring. An integral vertical rib runs up from the foot to 
the mid-ring (surviving 40-50mm high; the remain-
der is truncated, though its line is obvious in the face 
of the shaft). Its large capital has scalloped and foliat-
ed ornamentation. The pier base rests on a large 
Barnack block, 0.12m high and 0.60—.70m square. Its 
exposed southern corner has been chiselled off. The 
stone is probably re-used and the corner re-worked so  

as to give it an octagonal(ish) plan more sympathetic 
to the pier base above. Only the top would have been 
visible, the rest functioning as a footing. It had been 
set within a 0.15m deep construction pit and posi-
tioned upon a horizontal spread of small Barnack 
slabs laid on a bed of clunch fragments. Upon place-
ment of the foundation, the pit had been backfilled 
with crushed clunch. 

An octagonal Barnack pier base was exposed in the 
northern middle of the room ([1621;  0.20m high; fig. 
18; pl. iii). Above vertical faces its sides chamfer to a 
moulded ring and traces of yellow sandy mortar on 
its top indicate that it also carried a column 0.35m in 
diameter. The pier appeared to be set on a pad of 
crushed clunch ([ 181 ]). 

Although patchy, extending throughout the area 
(and sealing the foundation pits for the two piers) the 
chapter house floor consisted of a 10-15mm thick sur-
face of crushed clunch and mortar ([166];  fig. 18; p1. 
iii). Lying directly upon the prepared surface of the 
natural soil, locally a very fine, almost polish-
smoothed surface survived and there were some indi-
cation of re-surfacing. A 20mm high ridge in the floor 
was apparent along the southern side of the room, 
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Figure 21. The Chapter House Investigations - Area A, north elevation (see fig.  19) 

south of which the surface was raised across a 0.30m 
wide strip. Two double-length green glazed tiles were 
embedded along the edge of this marked lip (150-170 
x 300 x 30mm). Although the mortar was more robust 
to the south, it did not carry a distinct surface. This 
line must, therefore, differentiate distinct zones or a 
boundary within the building. South of the raised 
portion the floor ended in a roughly straight edge and 
an irregular trough, c. 0.30—.40m wide, ran between it 
and the wall ([176]).  All this suggests that a structural 
feature, probably a raised bench, ran along the foot of 
the southern wall along whose base lay a border of 
glazed tiles. 

It is ambiguous whether the floor itself north of 
this line was tiled. Some glazed fragments were re-
covered from the make-up horizon sealing the nun-
nery remains. Most were recovered in the base of this 
horizon and a few even sat on the [166] surface, but 
none were actually embedded within it. Equally, 
when cleaning this floor cross-hatch lines were found 
scratched into its western margin, the pattern sug -
gesting guide-lines for the laying of tiles. Yet, if this 
was so, they were only found over a very limited area. 
At two points there was evidence of burning directly 
upon the surface: a patch along the eastern margin 
and around the central pier base. In the case of the lat-
ter, the burnt spread was heaped up around the east-
ern faces of the pier to a depth of 50mm; the intensity 
of the burning having evidently damaged the mould-
ing on this side. 6  These burnt deposits lay directly on 
the scorched mortar surface and attest that it could  

not have been, at least in these two areas, tiled. 
Therefore, there can only be certainty that the floor 
carried tiles along the southern bench edge. 

Within Area C the upper western wall, built direct-
ly upon the (horizontal) top of [195] and extending 
south to clad the chapel buttress (fig. 15 & 17), con-
sisted in the main of medium-large pieces of clunch 
rubble ([191]).  Roughly coursed by 'zones', some 10% 
of its fabric consisted of dressed Barnack (up to 160 x 
320mm) and smaller tabular pieces; 5-10% seemed re-
used (dressed, none moulded). The wall was bonded 
in loose grey-brown sandy mortar; no brick was in-
corporated within its fabric. In the north, the wall 
ended with a rough frame of large clunch quoins (one 
piece of dressed Barnack). Although partially dis-
turbed through robbing and inset by c. 80mm from 
the chamfered end of the lower wall, this was clearly 
the frame of a door /passageway. An arch springs 
from the projected top of this edge to the north. Built 
of roughly worked and keyed clunch pieces, the 
steepness of its angle suggests a 'late' pointed form 
(?13th century). A 'complex' elevation, interpretation 
is not abetted by the fact that the stone from which the 
arch springs (?moulded capital) had evidently been 
extracted. 

Discussion 
The round arch door within the southern wall of Area 
C ([189])  stands 0.40m higher than the square-headed 
door-frame with which it corresponds in the chapel 
transept interior (1.95m high; RCHM 1959: p1.  138 



114 	 Christopher Evans, Alison Dickens and D.A.H. Richmond 

Plate iv) The Chapter house Investigations - Iniibei-paine wall (western two-tlliras oiily; nore salt tO wail oj 
Chapter House beneath (see fig.  19) 

lower left wall). This discrepancy could be accounted 
for if the later masonry which infills the frame seals 
an inset panel below the arch or that the roof vault 
sloped down from north to south - from Area C into 
the chapel. If, as is most likely, it is a case of the latter, 
its angle would correlate that from the chapel it 
opened out onto a stairway - the night stair. Similarly, 
within the chapel the top of the (infilled) window sill 
above the door lies 2.30m above floor level. That this 
was not exposed in the exterior wall, stripped to 
2.60m above the chapel floor level, suggests that a re-
cess rakes downward from the outside (Willis & Clark 
1886 II: fig. 6; RCHM 1959: pl. 138). 

There are basically two ways of interpreting the 
chapter house/Vestry exposures. The first, that apart 
from the chapel wall, all the masonry is contemporary 
and of 13th century date (as the exposed chapter 
house arcade) and any 12th century precursor of this 
structure has been totally eradicated and may 
have been insubstantial (e.g. the F. 51 posthole). 
Alternatively, the lower portion of the western wall in 
Area C ([195]) and the east-west wall within the pas-
sage ([176]) are 12th century (contemporary with the 
[189] door-frame), the chapter house being later. The 
former interpretation would really only be credible if 
any 12th century buildings in this area were not cel-
lared (i.e. it was 13th century truncation which had 
eradicated their traces). This would accord with the 
'floating' situation of the F. 51 posthole. Yet the fact 
that the chapel-inserted doorway ([189]) is of 12th 
century style undermines this argument. Although its 
foot stands 0.20m higher than any observed height of 
the reduced floor level, the south-to-north slope of  

this surface accounts for this discrepancy. Given this, 
and the fact that the tread /truncation surface ([200]) 
seems integral to the build of the [195] wall in Area C, 
indicates that the reduction in level is either contem-
porary with, or pre-dated, the inserted door (i.e. 12th 
century). 

That walls [195] and [176] both share a tabular 
Barnack construction (and lack a footing), as opposed 
to the clunch block construction of the chapter house 
arcade, suggests their contemporaneity. The crucial 
relationship as regards whether any (non-chapel) 12th 
century fabric was exposed in these investigations re-
lates to the upper and lower portions of the western 
wall in Room C (fig. 17) - are these just two builds or 
separate building phases? The contrast in their fabric 
(Barnack vs. clunch; rendering on the lower wall) and 
that the northern end of the upper wall's passage-
frame is inset by 0.10m from the lower, indicates the 
latter to be so - they must relate to different building 
phases. This does not, of course, preclude the upper 
wall being a substantially later construction (i.e. col-
lege-attribution; the arch would have to serve a relief 
function for the extant passageway). Yet no brick and 
re-used moulded stone were incorporated and, based 
upon precedent, this would suggest a pre-Alcock 
date. It is, therefore, phased to nunnery-usage and its 
construction associated with 13th century alterations 
(i.e. rebuilding). 

The surface of the wall [195] corresponds to the top 
of the plinth within the northern chapel wall and its 
level top must relate to the reduction of its super-
structure. It is difficult to account for this rebuilding, 
perhaps it only carried a timber-frame above. 
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Alternatively, its demolition may relate to load-bear-
ing capacity - any original chapel ancillary structures 
may have only been one storey high and were re-
duced to facilitate two-storey construction associated 
with the chapter house. The evidently rebuilt 
door/passageway defined by the chamfered Barnack 
walls ([199] and north end of [195]) was very substan-
tial: 2.00m wide - 1.70m between the 'interior' west-
ern chamfered jambs. In its rebuilt form it would have 
stood some 4.00m high in relationship to floor level; 
its height presumably relates to the raising of the 
storey over the chapter house vault. 

The tile-bordered raised mortar surface which runs 
beside the southern wall in Area A probably marks 
the location of a room-surrounding bench. If so, it 
would have been c. 0.70m wide. The 'surface-less' 
trough which runs between the wall and floor may 
have been produced through its dismantlement or 
simply was below-bench 'dead space'; the front foot 
of the bench being carried on the 0.30m wide raised 
mortar strip. 

It is difficult to account for the evidence of very in-
tense, though localised, burning upon the chapter 
house floor. Its discrete distribution could suggest 'ac-
tivity' rather than catastrophe (e.g. workmen's bon-
fires). Yet that burnt deposits lay directly over the 
pink-scorched surfaces implies something other than 
a brazier falling over. While the eastern may reflect no 
more than a 'huddling' episode, the intensity of the 
other (enough to fracture the pier base) indicates great 
ferocity. Although conversion-related burning of 
structural timbers retrieved from the nunnery may 
have been its source, it could attest to a major confla-
gration; the clay surface covering the burning must 
reflect secondy 'tread'. 

College Conversion (Phase III) 
A large sub-rectangular pit, with a stepped profile c. 
0.60m deep cut through the chapter house floor in the 
northeastern corner of Area A (F. 52; fig. 22). Filled 
with loose grey very sandy silt with frequent small-
medium fragments of clunch and sandy yellow mor-
tar, larger building rubble was recovered from its 
western quarter and occasional fragments of glazed 
tile throughout. Reddish brown sandy loam with 
small clunch and mortar fragments was 'heaped' 
upon the floor beside this cut. This consisted, in the 
main, of re-deposited natural soils which had evi-
dently been upcast during the pit's digging. It is diffi-
cult to account for this pit. One possibility is that it 
relates to the extraction of graves from within the 
chapter house. This interpretation would be support-
ed by the recovery of loose fragments of human bone 
from the fills (a few skeletal pieces were also found in 
the overlying make-up horizon). 

A single course masonry 'plinth' lay upon the floor 
along the eastern side of the room (0.15—.20m high), 
sealing the F. 52 backfill and encasing the foot of the 
eastern pier ([168]; fig. 19, 20 & 22). Consisting of 
roughly dressed clunch blocks, it was generally bond-
ed in off-white sandy chalk mortar and locally carried 
a smoothed upper surface. Upon it was built a  

0.11—.17m high stepped foundation ([167]) which pro-
jects 0.22—.28m beyond the base of the extant eastern 
wall with which it is structurally integral ([1601; fig. 22 
& 20). Both were built encasing the eastern pier and 
entailed truncation of its decorative elements and any 
westward springing features (e.g. carving away of 
vertical rib and western side of mid-ring/capital). In 
other words, these elements were cut flush so as to 
not project beyond the wall face. The wall was ob-
served to stand to 2.00m above its foundation step 
and must infill all the area beneath the chapter 
house's arches. Where exposed in the stripped win-
dow recess, the faced rubble-built wall was 0.75m(+) 
wide. The core generally consisted of medium sized 
fragments of clunch/chalk bonded in off-white sandy 
chalk mortar; its face of roughly dressed and coursed 
clunch/chalk blocks extending 0.15—.20m into the fab-
ric. Red bricks had been sporadically incorporated (55 
x 110 x 220mm); their employment was more exten-
sive and regular in the upper northern side. There 
were also coursed 'zones' of large moulded clunch, 
presumably deriving from the demolition of the chap-
ter house/nunnery. Given the assortment of building 
materials in its fabric and irregular coursing, this ma-
sonry was clearly not intended to be visible and traces 
of a rough mortar rendering could be distinguished. 

Dumped against the foot of this wall and sealing 
the chapter house remains (including the southern 
[176] wall) was a c. 0.65m thick dumped rubble hori-
zon ([150]). Consisting of off-white mortar and clunch 
fragments in grey sandy silt, only very occasional 
small-medium moulded stone fragments were pre-
sent. The uppermost 50mm of this deposit consisted 
of darker 'mouldy' loam with few rubble inclusions, 
in which both bone and clay pipe pieces were present. 
This would seem to relate to later through-floor soil 
sifting, and not the main dump horizon per se, from 
which only a few sherds of pottery and painted win-
dow glass were retrieved. Although tread lines were 
observed, no formal surfaces were present within this 
massive make-up horizon. This being said, the lower 
0.15—.25m of this deposit did differ inasmuch as it 
consisted of darker grey sandy silt with c. 40% mortar 
inclusions (cf. 80% masonry inclusions in the upper 
horizon); the potential implications of this division 
will be considered in the Concluding Discussion. 
Generally, the lack of large stone in its obviously de-
molition debris-derived matrix must reflect the sort-
ing of rubble (i.e. large stone reserved for wall 
construction). A similar horizon, again largely re-
moved by the work's crew, also sealed and extended 
south from the [176] wall in the passageway trench 
(Area B). 

While the fabric of the northern wall in Area A es-
sentially matches that of the eastern (faced rubble-
core bonded in off-white mortar, locally including 
large re-used building stone and red bricks: [155]), its 
construction differed inasmuch as it was carried on a 
trench-built rubble foundation ([174/175]) which cut 
down through the [150] make-up horizon (fig. 19 & 
21). While generally c. 0.80m deep (bottoming on the 
chapter house floor), where it crossed the F. 52 pit the 
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Figure 22. The Chapter House Investigations - College-phase plan Chapter House beneath (seefig. 19) 

footing deepened to c. lOOm to compensate for its Un-
consolidated backfill. 

To accommodate a chimney stack/ fireplace 
(matching that within the Fellow's Cloak Room), the 
wall and its footings projects forward by c. 0.90rn. The 
corner, strengthened by a quoin setting of dressed 
clunch blocks, is chamfered. The fireplace is c. 1.70m 
across and 1.40m high, and has a surrounding frame 
of large dressed .clunch blocks. Sealed by a later block-
ing, the interior back wall was not exposed. Above 
and east of the fireplace the fabric of the wall was en-
tirely brick and generally laid in English Bond; an el-
liptical relief arch is incorporated above the mantel. 

The wall did not extend over the eastern 1.75m of 
the room. This, however, seems a matter of survival 
( alteration), rather than denoting . a northern return, 
inasmuch as the footing continued along this line to 
the eastern wall. Moreover, the brickwork on either 
side of the chinmey is not symmetrical; the wall must 
have cbntinuedeast flush on the projected line of the 
stack. A brick-built structure was incorporated into  

the easternmost 0.85m of the [174] footing (fig. 21 & 
22). This consists of red bricks bonded in a hard off-
white chalk mortar (50 x 110,x 220-230mm; [169]) that 
is carried on a clunch footing. It conjoins the [174] 
footing and, in all likelihood, was built in the same 
construction trench. Given our knowledge of the lay-
out of the building range, the [169] brickwork is prob 
ably the southern face of a brick-vaulted cess pit (its 
vault springing north under the. Cloak Room toilets). 

Truncating the [150] make-up dump and running 
along the foot of, and continuing below, the extant 
southern wall within Area A was a 0.15-.30m deep 
trench ([151]). The side of this concave-profiled cut ex-
tended 0.35m north of the wall and, if symmetrical, 
this obvious construction trench would be some 
0.90m wide (southern side not observed below stairs). 
It was filled with light brown-yellow sandy mortar 
with clunch and white mortar..fragments ([152]). 
Above the trench per se, this footing was built as a nar-
row free-standing red brick sill with smoothed faces 
to a height of -two courses. 

I

To a depth of O.lOm its face 
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was blackened, suggesting mould staining below a 
suspended timber floor. It carries a timber-frame wall 
which runs along the southern side of the room and 
abuts the eastern wall ([153]; fig. 22; p1. iv; see Evans 
1995b: fig. 10). Built of 'rock hard' oak, only one ele-
ment had required replacement. Two posts set sym-
metrically within the frame run from the sill up to the 
ceiling plate (150 x 110mm). These support range-lon-
gitudinal ceiling beams (carried on moulded knees) 
that are tied into the northern wall. Stud-timbers (170 
x 120— 130mm) are set at intervals of 0.16—.25m in peg-
doweled mortise-and-tenon joints into the sill, top-
plate and mid-rail . The structure is simple inasmuch 
as there is no cross-bracing, nor was re-used timber 
apparently utilised; carpenter's marks were observed. 

The stripping of plaster revealed an original door-
frame in the eastern end of the frame wall. Very nar-
row (0.60m wide and 1.80m high), it is set between the 
end post and another forming the western side (one 
intervening stud ran down to join its top). The inter-
nal sides of the posts are moulded as a frame and the 
carving continues around the slightly arched piece set 
to form its top which also has carved triangular re-
cesses. A worn recess mid-way up the west side of the 
frame obviously held a latch-plate. 

Small split-wood staves run horizontally between 
the studs/posts. Three sets of stave locations could be 
identified in each of the verticals below the mid-rail. 
These support wattle and daub panels, which survive 
intact in the eastern and western ends, with vertical 
split and roundwood wattles tied with string onto the 
staves. The white chalky daub is cob-like with dense 
organic inclusions (straw). With a smoothed plaster 
face (and evidence of at least one re-rendering), there 
were no traces of painting. Locally the frame was 
patched with bricks. Later 19th century alterations to 
the wall includes the insertion of new doorway, wall-
papering over the frame and, later still, rendering 
with a plastered mortar face carried on horizontal 
lathes. 

In Area C the arched doorway within the north 
transept wall was infilled with irregularly coursed 
medium-large clunch fragments (fig. 16). Bonded in 
an off-white sandy chalk/clunch-based mortar, many 
displayed traces of moulding implying their re-use. 
Set into the lower eastern edge of this build was a 
dressed clunch frame with a moulded edge, c. 1.30m 
high. Evidently the side of another fireplace, it is 
capped by a (later truncated) mantel 0.30m thick. 
Above the fireplace proper and integral with its build, 
is a brick relief arch. Much graffiti was found cut into 
the frame of the fireplace, which also carries traces of 
red and blue paint. The arched doorway in the west-
ern wall of that room was similarly infilled with a 
'jumble' of irregular (non-)coursed large clunch 
blocks and smaller rubble, bonded in soft off-white 
mortar (fig. 17). The insertion of this material clearly 
involved the robbing of a large moulded stone at the 
foot of the arch proper. 

Discussion 
Distinct 'acts' of early post-chapter house construc- 

tion were identified, which by their scale, building 
materials and dating evidence must relate to the es-
tablishment of the college (the probable extraction of 
graves; the construction of the east wall infilling chap-
ter house colonnade, and blocking of the chapel 
transept and Cloister doorways; make-up dumping; 
and, finally, the construction of internal walls). The ar-
gument that the F. 52 cut relates to the removal of 
burials is entirely inferential. Yet it is difficult to imag-
ine what other activity it might be associated with. 
Given the pit's situation and our knowledge of the 
layout of the chapter house it seems unlikely that it 
could, for example, have related to the demolition of 
early structural features. That, moreover, it definitely 
cut the chapter house floor, but was not itself appar-
ently sealed by a surface at this depth, indicates that 
it post-dates nunnery-usage and must, therefore, re-
late to the construction of the college. 

This phasing relationship also implies that the east 
wall 'plinth' also relates to college construction activ -
ities. When first exposed, its stepped footing was 
thought to be a within-chapter house bench/step. 
However, its relationship to the pit (and the evidence 
that the upper 'step' was of the same build as the 
standing wall itself) indicated that this could not be 
so. Nevertheless, two factors indicate that the laying 
of the lower step of this footing was clearly a separate 
construction act from the building of the wall itself. 
Firstly, its slightly divergent alignment and, secondly, 
whilst the vertical rib on the eastern pier was encased 
by the lower foundation step it had been laterally 
truncated above this level. The interrelationship be-
tween the two 'steps' could encourage more inventive 
interpretations, and these will be explored below (see 
Concluding Discussion). However, it probably reflects 
no more than phased construction with the lowest 
foundation step only roughly laid-out and the trunca-
tion of the pier ornament not decided upon until the 
true line of the eastern wall was achieved. 

Other factors also point to a 'step-by-step' ap-
proach to the college's construction and disjunctions 
of planning are evident. For example, although per-
haps indicative of no more than the completion of a 
'job', the lower face of the eastern wall was rendered 
over. This could suggest that the height to which the 
floor surface was to be raised had not been estab-
lished from the beginning. Similarly, while it is logical 
to have constructed the eastern wall before raising 
floor levels to revet make-up dumps and consolidate 
standing architecture, that the timber-frame southern 
wall was not tied into the eastern wall (the latter hay-
ing to be recessed to accommodate it and was ren-
dered behind it), implies that the line of internal walls 
within the range had not been established from the 
outset of construction. 

The toilets currently located on the eastern side of 
the chimney stack are shown as such on Willis and 
Clark's plan (1886 II: fig. 2). The evidence of the in-
vestigations - the occurrence of a brick vaulted cess 
pit at this point integral with the northern wall foot-
ing - indicates that garderobes were located there 
from the time of the college's construction (the side of 



118 	 Christopher Evans, Alison Dickens and D.A.H. Richmond 

]

Chapter House 

LI1 	O:_: 	: 

H 
H 

r- lJD 	I 

____'i 5ff _ 	J 	Chapel 

0 	 S 	 lOm 

metreS 

Figure 23. Chapter house plan and reconstruction 

the chimney stack presumably supporting through-
storey shafts). 

Later Alterations (Phase IV) 
Although there was much evidence of later patching 
and insertion (e.g. fireplace blocking), it was not the 
intention to record recent alterations to the rooms in 
detail. Amongst the events attested to is the construc-
tion of the western yellow stock brick wall in Area A, 
which relates to the exposure of the chapter house ar-
cade in 1893. Windowless, it provides a stage-like 
backdrop to the 'sculptural' display of the frontage; it 
was during this century that the room was converted 
into a lavatory. Despite the fact that the nunnery-
phase surface within the southern room (C) lay at 
roughly the same level as in Area A, no primary col-
lege-phase dumps make-up its level. Truncated 
through the laying of a concrete floor slab, the floor 
sequence "jumps -'from the 12-13th to the later 19-20th 
century. . 

Concluding Discussion 
The bottom of the exterior plinth within chapel 

transept wall directly corresponds with the level of 
the chapel floor - 7.12m OD (present-day Cloister 
Court level is c. 7.45m OD). The base of the inserted 
door lies c. 0.25m deeper (6.85- 90m OD). While its 
lower insertion may relate to a reduction of surface 
level on its northern side (and presumably the 'trim-
ming' of the chapel footing), if giving access to the 
north-lying night stair its depth might just relate to its 
connection with the flight. Yet the highest level at 
which the chapter house/Vestry floor was observed is 
6.62m OD in the sondage in the northeast corner of 
Area C. This surface sloped down quite markedly 
across the passageway and lies at 6.52m OD at the 
foot of the [176] wall (surface level in the arcade well 
is at 6.59m OD). 

The chapter house/vestry floor lies 0.50-.60m 
below the chapel floor level and, more importantly as 
indicated by the level of the transept plinth and the 
termination of the buttress' ashlar face at this depth, 
contemporary ground-surface. Utilisation of an off-
set ground-level plinth to divide the wall from footing 
is a common feature of Norman building. Nor is there 
anything remarkable in the fact that the chapter house 
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was semi-basemented as this permitted high vaulting 
within the meeting chamber which otherwise would 
have had to interrupt the first storey. Yet it is surpris-
ing that what has been thought the chapel-connecting 
'vestry' should also have been lowered. Equally diffi-
cult to envisage is how, if so down-cut, access was 
gained into the chapter house. It presumes that either 
it was surrounded by a sunken veranda-like 'well' or, 
more likely, an extensive portion of the cloister was 
reduced. By extrapolation of levels relative to ground-
surface the same must also apply to the eastern back 
side of the building, for it has a ground-level plinth at 
roughly the same depth. Evidently visible, by infer-
ence it too must have been artificially exposed. It is an 
extraordinary conclusion that ground surface should 
be so widely truncated, but the evidence is unequivo-
cal. One explanation for this relates to the apparent 
absence of wall footings associated with the non-
chapel nunnery fabric inasmuch as lateral down-cut-
ting to the sub-soil would have provided a more 
stable base from which to build. 

Receiving little notice, alterations to the fabric of 
the chapter house are apparent in its western arcade. 
Beneath both windows, the wall core appears to have 
been removed (down to one course above the plinth) 
and re-set between the ashlar blocks supporting the 
column settings (RCHM 1959: p1. 137). The line of the 
cut is obvious inasmuch as the capstone 'flags' of the 
arcade frame have been carved away, evidently en-
tailing the re-setting of both intermediate columns 
(i.e. is a post-13th century alteration). On the southern 
side a block of clunch masonry projects by 0.20m at 
this point. Flush with the face of the college range, it 
is evidently bonded into and integral with the re-laid 
core. Projecting above the level of the moulded 
ground level plinth, its function is inexplicable and 
heavy-handed restoration does not abet interpreta-
tion. Gray thought this a bench for the nuns and il-
lustrated it extending south along the cloister to the 
chapel (1898: fig. III 'd'). As restored, its northern and 
southern ends are ragged, indicating its continuation. 
Narrow and high, this cannot have been a bench. 
That, on the one hand, it seems to pertain to a re-set-
ting of the central arcade shafts suggests it to have 
been nunnery-related. On the other hand, that it pro-
jects above the level of the plinth could indicate a rise 
in ground-level and, therefore, possibly be college-as-
sociated, at least insofar as the chapter house se-
quence is conventionally understood. 

Equally puzzling is the ashlar wall which forms 
the southern side of the arcade's 'welled-surround', 
which is otherwise built of stock brick consistent with 
the date of the architecture's exposure. Extending 
over the ground-level arcade plinth, this seemingly 
early east-west wall (running beneath the cloister 
walk flagstones) is not accounted for in any descrip-
tion of the college's building history. The status of the 
glazed floor tiles set before the arcade are similarly 
ambiguous. Whilst they may have been arbitrarily 
placed at floor level during restoration (and could de-
rive from anywhere within the college), if approxi-
mately in situ their situation would also question the  

chapter house's sequence. It is unlikely that they 
would have been laid within a cloister walk and were 
probably within a building. Together with the south-
ern ashlar wall, they suggest a western extension to 
the 13th century fabric. Finally, is the evidence of the 
grave slab partially exposed in the arcade well just 
below reduced ground-level. Its only partial exposure 
would suggest that it is in situ; such slab-covered 
graves usually lay at or just below ground surface and 
were not deeply buried. Its occurrence at this depth 
would, therefore, also attest to general early ground-
level truncation. 

Whilst the investigations largely confirmed the 
layout of the chapter house as proposed by Richmond 
(e.g. the central pier) and the basic observations of 
Gray and Atkinson (e.g. southern wall-line), some of 
the results of this and the 1894 excavations do not 
tally. Primarily, the largely clunch construction of the 
eastern end's main walls (and west front) and their 
'bench'. These differences could just be a matter of 
separate 'builds' employing different materials. Yet, 
the fact that floor level was apparently not recognised 
could suggest alternative interpretations, especially 
concerning the status of the spurious clurich bench. It 
could broadly correlate with Phase I posthole and be 
an earlier wall foundation exposed through the 
down-cutting of the 13th century chapter house (and 
re-use of masonry). Similarly, the quantity of artefacts 
and dressed architectural fragments recovered by 
Gray and Atkinson have little correspondence with 
what was found in Area A. It suggests that only after 
consolidating the exterior walls of the college/nun-
nery range did Alcock have its eastern end demol 
ished, pushing the standing fabric into the sunken 
room. Given the limited scale of their investigations, 
the apparent quantity and size of the artefacts they re-
trieved could also suggest the dumping of nunnery-
derived 'refuse' into the area. 

All this belies the apparently pristine quality of the 
restored 13th century chapter house and suggest that 
the architectural history of the nunnery is far more 
complex than established narratives would allow. By 
its style, the 12th century round arch of the sub-plinth 
door inserted within the transept wall indicates that 
some manner of building lay immediately north of 
the chapel prior to the chapter house. From the in-
ferred existence of the doorway's sloped roof arch 
(down into the chapel), this probably correlates with 
the opening of the night stair. If so, its insertion need 
not directly correspond with the reduced floor and 
wall level within Area C (i.e. the below-plinth level of 
the door could just relate to connection with the stair-
way). While probably associated with the lower build 
of the 'low' western wall ([195]), if the door opened 
onto the night stair then the location of the latter 
should logically have run flush with the wall and not 
rise up within the room itself. From this it could be in-
ferred that an even earlier room/building, probably 
of timber and perhaps corresponding with the F. 51 
posthole, went undetected under extant masonry fea-
tures within this room (e.g. the west wall and concrete 
slab). 
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Similarly, Gray and Atkinson's description of the 
fabric of the 'back' side of the chapter house does not 
correspond with the Barnack slab-build of its south-
ern wall found beneath F Stair ([176]),  which directly 
matches that of the lower western wall in Area C 
([ 1 95]). The chapter house was predominantly of 
clunch construction and this could suggest that the 
southern side incorporated and ran east from an ear-
her wall - the northern side of a semi-basemented 
building/room built against the chapel. How far this 
extended north is unknown. Nevertheless, the exis-
tence of pre-13th century (chapter house) nunnery 
buildings within the eastern Cloister Court range is 
conclusively demonstrated. 

Is there any way to account for the features identi-
fied, or at least newly highlighted, within the west 
front of the chapter house - the 'Nun's bench', the 
southern ashlar wall and, possibly the floor tiles? 
Given that the chapter house remained 'operative' to 
the end of the 15th century (the Bishop of Ely is 
known to have delivered a decree there in 1487; Gray 
1898: 42), these must relate to alterations to its fabric - 
they do not attest to pre-conversion disuse/demoli-
tion. One possibility is that they relate to one of the 
major fires known to have occurred within the nun-
nery during the 14th century. This could, of course, 
concur with the traces of intense burning found upon 
the chapter house floor (and the red 'paint' noted on 
the vestry fabric). If so, it is conceivable that floor lev-
els were then made up by 0.15—.30m. Whilst this 
would correspond with the height of the Gray's 
raised ('Nun's') 'bench' and the evidence of possible  

rebuilding of the facade, it would, however, imply 
that all the investigations have missed a higher sec-
ondary floor level. 7  Given these arguments, the 
'clunch bench' which Gray and Atkinson recorded in 
their excavations could (if laterally truncated) corre-
spond with the [168] 'plinth' running along the foot of 
the eastern wall within Area A. Rather than a conver-
sion-phase footing of quite separate build from the 
fabric above, it could have continued and joined with 
the 'bench' as a raised secondary floor confined to the 
eastern end of the chapter house. This interpretation 
would accord with the surfacing upon [168] and that 
it only encased the [161] pier, whereas the upper 
'Alcock' wall truncated its moulding. The 'plinth's' 
surface height (0.15—.20m above floor level) would 
generally agree with the depth of the arcade alter-
ations, and its divergent alignment in relationship to 
the range's wall could also be enlisted in support; 
however, nor does its orientation match that of any of 
the chapter house walls. 

III) The Halls and Kitchen Range 

Recording occurred during refurbishment of the halls 
and kitchen in July and August of 1995 (fig. 3). Whilst 
largely of an architectural nature, during the works 
the opportunity was taken to record a large founda-
tion within a contractor's service pit (Dickens & 
Evans 1995). 

During the renovation the wooden panels which 
surround the lower walls of the hall were removed ex-
posing the 'great' fireplace situated within the eastern 
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end of the north wall beside the oriel window (fig. 
24). With dressed clunch blocks closely set within the 
frame, it is indeed monumental: 4.00m wide external-
ly (3.50m internally) and, as observed, 1.20m high. 
However, when drawn its foot was masked by a base-
board panel and it is recorded that in 1875 a new 
wooden floor was laid 12" above the Ketton stone 
slab surfacing (0 .30m; Willis & Clark 1886 II: 162). The 
true height of the fireplace must therefore be c. 2m. 
Despite considerable damage, it is clear that the 
clunch frame had been ornately decorated. Triangular 
panels in the corners of the mantel bear deeply in-
cised carving (see Dickens & Evans 1995: fig. 2A & B). 

Much brick was evident within the seemingly orig -
inal wall which surrounds the fireplace. Little of the 
fabric was, however, exposed as a large patch of (re-
used) brickwork has been inserted through the plaster 
cutting away much of the mantel ([235] in cut [234]). 
Whilst there was no evidence of a relief arch in the 
wall above the fireplace, with double chimney stacks 
extending up on either side (there is a window direct-
ly above) such load-displacement may have been un-
necessary. Both sides of the fireplace interior were 
infilled for some 0.50m with handmade red brick 
'stacks' ([231] & [2321), which must relate to a re-rout-
ing of lower storey chimneys up through the interior 
of the fireplace itself. Their insertion would mark the 
decommissioning of the fireplace as it would have 
been 'unpresentable' in this manner, and it was prob-
ably then that the mantel carving was trimmed flush 
to facilitate the panelling. The fireplace was otherwise 
infilled with poor quality red and yellow bricks 
([233]). These appeared to be of a later 18-19th centu-
ry type and could relate to the insertion of the [235] 
brickwork above the mantel, possibly in support or 
alteration of the window (the sills are recorded as 
being lowered in 1801-2; Willis & Clark 1886 II: 160). 

Willis and Clark referred to the hall fireplace: "A 
large original fireplace, much mutilated, remains in 
the north wall behind the panel work" (1886 II: 161; 
emphasis added). This may suggest that they consid-
ered it attributable to the nunnery but, as their main 
concern was with the fabric of the college, it is per-
haps more probable that they considered it an original 
college feature. Gray and Brittain did not consider its 
origins, but rather its place in the life of the hall: 

a place of much importance, if we may 
judge from the frequent references to it in 
the accounts.... For this fireplace the College 
set up a 'mantil-tree' and made 'doggs of 
our own stuffe' in 1574. 'A pare of fyre-irons 
to burn sea-cole for ye  hail' was got in 1572 
and bellows in 1600. (1960: 67-8). 

'A place of much importance' - the hall fireplace is 
substantially larger than the other Alcock-attributed 
fireplaces exposed during the recent investigations, 
which were, moreover, without decoration. Intended 
to heat individual rooms, the similarity in the con-
struction of these and that in the hall would suggest 
broad contemporaneity (the fireplace within the 

Prioress's Room carries similar decorative mantel 
carving). Significant in the assessment of the fire-
place's period of use is the surrounding plaster. 
Having an inscribed ashlar pattern, none extended 
over the infilling brickwork. This supports the asser 
tion that the 'stack-infilling' was not just a narrowing 
following subsequent use - bare brickwork would 
have been unacceptable - but related to its decom-
missioning when the hall was first panelled in 1703 
(RCHM 1959: 94). 

Removal of the panels along the southern and 
northern walls of the hall allowed some observation 
of their fabric through 'holes' within the plasterwork: 
largely coursed clunch blocks ([230]) with red brick 
sporadically incorporated throughout. The inclusion 
of brick could indicate that much of the construction 
is later than recently thought and, contrary to the con-
clusions of the RCHM (1959: 83 & 92), Alcock's con-
version did not just entail a facing and re-roofing of 
the Nun's refectory but substantial rebuilding. 8  

A c. 0.45m wide ochre-brown painted band runs 
along both the northern and southern walls and ex-
tends onto the fireplace frame; its base lies some 
1.15m above the present floor level. Below this, timber 
pegs hammered into the wall have been cut off. These 
were clearly for the attachment of facing elements 
confined beneath the painting, possibly shorter pan-
elling or some manner of wall-flanking benches. The 
hall was apparently hung with tapestries, which are 
last mentioned in 1614-15 (Willis & Clark 1886 II: 161); 
the height of the painted band may reflect the level to 
which they fell. 

The Stair Tower 
A massive trench-built footing, constructed of clunch 
rubble and yellow mortar with alternating horizontal 
bands of silt clay throughout ([207]), was exposed in 
service trenches within the exterior northwest corner 
between the hall and the kitchen (fig. 25). This was 
overlain by another footing-build of clunch/chalk 
blocks set in a hard white mortar in which no soil 
banding was evident ([208]). Excavation by the con-
tractors revealed that the masonry extends south 
below the northern.wall of the hall, which appeared 
cut down upon it (the foundation of the hall range 
was not itself exposed). However, as indicated by a 
cut through the floor at this point, it did not continue 
beyond the thickness of the wall into the building in-
tenor. 

Although extensively truncated, the footing was 
clearly very substantial (1.20m+ deep). Extending 
over an area of more than 2.60 x 2.90m, its size would 
suggest it supported an exceedingly heavy structure. 
Willis and Clark refer to a staircase entrance to the 
hall at this point prior to 1875, for which they record 
a blocked doorway in the northern wall. (1886 II: 161). 
This was replaced by a internal stairway that was dis-
mantled in the course of the recent demolition of the 
servants quarters. Access to this staircase was origi-
nally via a doorway in the north wall of the hall land-
ing that was apparently later replaced by a smaller 
doorway slightly to the east (Willis & Clark 1886 
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Plate v) The Kitchen Range - Interior elevation 
(see south end/left side fig. 25) 

II: fig. 19 'c'). The absence of brick/tile in the exposed 
footing supports Willis and Clark's assertion that the 
staircase carried by the footing was nunnery rather 
than early college-related. The only other possible ex-
planation for the masonry is that it infills a major cut 
feature, such as a well. This, however, would not cor -
relate with its very regular horizontal banding (i.e. 
subsidence would be expected). 

To the north was a further small exposure of a sim-
ilar 'soil-banded' footing ([ 203 ] & [204]) in which, 
again, no brick or tile was observed. 0.20m+ deep, the 
masonry was truncated to the north (and possibly the 
south), giving it the appearance of a footing running 
at right angles to the north-south wall (east side of 
kitchen range). However, it is equally possible that 
this represents the northward continuation of the 
main stairway footing. 9  The base of the foundations 
of the kitchen range proper, again a college 'work' 
(see below), lay on top of the lower portion of the 
footing ([207]). There is, therefore, some ambiguity 
concerning its upper build in the east ([208]) inas-
much as its top lies above the level of the college-
phase foundations and, presumably, contemporary 
ground surface. This either suggests that it represents 
a later (Alcock) rebuild of the nunnery stair or, more 
probably, that it was contemporary with the lower 
footing but [208] was a clad core 'free-standing' with-
in the base of the tower. 

Kitchen and Upper Hall Exposures 
The lower exterior elevation of the eastern wall of the 

kitchen range was recorded (fig. 25). Projecting south 
on this line, the eastern face of an internal wall (di-
viding the kitchens from the hail range) was also 
drawn upon the removal of its applied tile cladding. 
Between the two, the fabric was found to be continu -
ous. The footing consists of roughly coursed clunch, 
limestone, brick and tile set in a loose pale buff mor-
tar (0.40m depth; [201], [202] & [224]). Upon this, and 
in places the distinction between the two mortars was 
very clear, is a slightly more formally, though still 
quite roughly coursed wall ([209] & [225]). The lower 
1.20m of this build consisted of clunch blocks 
(100-200 x 150-400mm) with brick and tile set in a 
fine pale buff mortar, above it is more formally 
coursed and constructed from larger rough dressed 
clunch blocks in which no brick or tile was evident. 
Within the southern interior elevation this was 
capped by the Ketton slab flooring of the first storey 
hall. In their study the Royal Commission ascribe this 
wall a 13th century date. However, the presence of 
brick/tile within the footing and wall (apparently in-
tegral and not later inserted) indicates an early/pri-
mary college date. Apart from the possible stairway 
footing, there is no direct evidence as such of the nun-
nery at this point. 

A doorway was cut through the fabric just north of 
its corner with the hall range and a clunch frame, ap-
parently rather older than the work itself, inserted 
([210]). Of 15th century four-centred type, from the 
yellow brick fragments which infill the frame's bond 
with the clunch wall it was probably set during the 
18th century. Later still, this was converted to a win-
dow by the insertion of a 'two-light' frame and the 
area below infilled with red brick ([212]; 20th centu-
ry). These are obviously very recent alterations. The 
doorway was inserted to provide access to the Small 
Hall block (with kitchen annex beneath) built in 1875 
at the northwestern corner between the hail and 
kitchen range. It was upon its demolition in the early 
1960's that the frame must have been converted into a 
window, and the two ranges extensively clad in 'new' 
brick (with remnant primary college fabric left pro-
truding through the face of the kitchen range). 

Within the second storey Upper Hall (only estab-
lished in 1967) both the internal and external eleva-
tions of the former north gable wall were recorded. As 
indicated by the interior face (previously masked by a 
false timber partition; Dickens & Evans 1995: fig. 5), it 
displays the same large clunch block-build as the east-
ern kitchen wall, and the inclusion of brick/tile indi-
cates that it is attributable to 'Alcock' (or shortly 
thereafter). The north-facing elevation revealed the 
brick gable and rolled stone moulding of the previ-
ously external face (Dickens & Evans 1995: fig. 6). 
These external features of the Upper Hall roof were 
eventually incorporated within and hidden by the 
short extension which joins it to the 1638 building to 
the northwest. At this time a square-headed doorway 
([216]) was inserted, cutting out the earlier arched 
window frame; the surrounding brickwork suggests 
that these alterations date to the late 18th or 19th cen-
tury. 
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Figure 26. Reconstruction of School Range and Gatehouse (16th century; note Gatehouse windows not indicated); 
right, eastern elevation of west wall of Gatehouse 

Discussion 
Apart from the exterior stair tower, based upon this 
recording alone there would be little direct evidence 
whatsoever of the nunnery. The early fabric of the 
hall, kitchen/Upper Hall range generally corre-
sponds with instances of primary college construction 
recently exposed elsewhere in Cloister Court inas-
much it is of a massive 'shell-type'. What distinguish-
es this specific range is a lack of re-used moulded 
stone and its relatively uniform, large clunch block-
construction. Somewhat surprising given the inferred 
demolition of the Refectory range, this suggests 
'fresh' derivation from a quarry source. The expedi-
ency of Alcock's building may be reflected - reducing 
the nunnery where necessary and re-using material to 
initially establish a range to house the fledging col-
lege (possible the eastern). Once operational, further 
construction could occur at a more relaxed pace 
which would then require 'imported' building mate-
rials. 

IV) The Gatehouse and School Range 

From work in the halls it was possible to establish the 
character of the early college fabric - large clunch 
block construction with levelling courses of brick and 
tile. This is in contrast with the generally smaller 
clunch and Barnack rubble of the nunnery as visible 
within the east range of Cloister Court. Recording oc-
curred during renovations to the gatehouse and the 
western School Range during the autumn of 1997 
(Dickens 1998). Although the building works were ex-
tensive, they resulted in only limited exposure of the 
early fabric. However, it was sufficient to determine 
that no nunnery-attributable fabric is extant in this 
area. Later alterations aside, it is all of early/'prima 
ry' college date, and this is even true of what founda- 

tions were seen. Lifting of floors in the range allowed 
for limited observation of underlying soils. Again, 
this was to negative result and no features were pre-
sent. Admittedly conditions were far from ideal and 
minor features could have escaped detection. Yet, the 
below-floor soil appeared sterile and there were no 
spreads of mortar and rubble which would have been 
expected had nunnery buildings stood on its axis. 

The Grammar School Range 
Built in 1503-7 in two storeys (the upper floor was 
only added in 1718), in its original form the range 
west of the gatetower was found to be a simple hall-
type structure (fig. 26). Wall construction was pre-
dominantly of large squared clunch blocks, laid in 
fairly crude courses with occasional brick inserts to 
level-up; its footing consists of clunch rubble with 
small brick/tile inclusions The western wall, as re-
built in 1718 (RCHM 1959: 85), is entirely of brick in 
an irregular English bond. Otherwise, the clunch-
build continues upwards almost to the first floor ceil -
ing, where it is abruptly replaced by the much later 
brickwork of the second floor. As the walls rise the 
size of clunch blocks used decreases, a pattern even 
more marked in the gatetower. 

At two points within the southeast corner of the 
range there are exceptions to the dominant clunch 
fabric. On the ground floor, inside what is now the 
Porter's Lodge, the eastern end of the southern wall is 
not clunch into the corner. This is now occupied by a 
hatchway which, in part, probably matches the loca-
tion of a small window visible on Loggan's print, but 
of which no direct evidence was exposed. East of this 
is a late brick infill, but to the west is a much earlier 
brick construction faced with mortar on its western 
edge. This butts directly against the start of the 
clunch-build at whose eastern end the blocks are neatly 
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squared-off; there is no indication of its later trunca-
tion. The significance of this is not obvious, but it 
could indicate a southern doorway (fig. 26.1). 
Immediately above the small window, narrow expo-
sures on the first floor revealed that the wall was con-
structed from clunch blocks. However, from a height 
of c. 0.80m this was replaced by brick at least up to the 
ceiling, suggesting another infilled window. 
Considerably smaller than the other windows within 
the original elevation, the easternmost were probably 
stairlights (see below). 

At present there are ten windows in the south wall; 
another on the ground floor has been cut out by an in-
ternal doorway. The north wall has five windows and 
two doors on the ground floor; there were seven win-
dows on the first floor. All the windows have been 
much altered. Those on the ground floor were formed 
by a technique recorded elsewhere in primary college 
constructions. They are spanned by massive wooden 
lintels, averaging 0.20m high x 0.60m deep x 2.20m 
long, above which are brick relief arches whose ends 

. rest upon the lintel; the arches are infilled with large 
blocks of clunch. Although presently the windows on 
this floor are a mixture of half- and full-bay length, 
the exposed fabric shows that originally all were half-
bay. The original form of the first floor windows is 

. more difficult to determine. Whilst all in the south 
wall had flat lintels, they were formed from much 
slighter reused wooden beams in sets of three. These 
apparently were also originally half-bay; some are 
now lengthened to full-bay with extensions cut 
through the relief arches of the ground floor windows 
below. With the top of their arches built entirely in 
brick, four of the first floor windows in the north wall 
have a different construction. Above one, however, a 
reused timber lintel had been exposed in the wall 
which had been superceded by the later design. This 
suggests that all the arched window tops are sec-
ondary and that originally all the first floor windows 
were flat-topped half-bay like the ground floor. 

The ground floor is divided into seven bays by ceil-
ing beams, however there is no evidence of any cross-
walls in the primary layout. The earliest evident are 
two partially surviving wooden-framed partitions 
which flank a passage south from the western door-
way (Staircase B). The westernmost has been cut 
through, presumably to allow insertion of, or alter-
ation to, the staircase. On its • western side (within a 
modern cupboard) are traces of a simple painted dec-
oration. Part of the eastern partition continues to the 
south wall, but is not bonded into the clunch. Indeed, 
thereis a plaster render between them. Given this and 
their awkward relationship to the primary arrange-
ment of windows (the fenestration leaves little scope 
to sympathetic interior division), these walls seem 
secondary additions. 

Portions of five fireplaces survive within the 
ground and first floors of the range. The RCHM sug -
gests that originally the school had a fireplace at each 
end, the westernmost being moved from its original 
position in 1718 to its present location against the 
western partition (1959: 85). This tallies with the evi- 

dence observed. However, it is not clear where the 
RCHM would put the eastern end-wall fireplace. 
There is no trace of one in that wall (the common wall 
with the gatetower), which was probably crossed by a 
stairway rising to the first floor. Alternatively, the end 
of the school was marked by a secondary wall further 
west. Traces of a brick wall were uncovered on the 
tower side of Staircase A (soft red bricks - 230 x 100 x 
60mm - laid on bed in English bond). Projecting the 
line southwards suggests that it could join with the 
brickwork along the eastern side of a window. This 
may provide a context for the faced bricks discussed 
above; the c. lOOm gap between the face and the pos-
sible wall may indicate a point of access. Yet it is by no 
means clear that the brick wall was an original fea-
ture. Indeed, comparison of the brick size with those 
in the original window relief arches shows that they 
are larger (230mm long compared to 200mm). 
Therefore, this cross-wall too is secondary. 

Otherwise the fireplaces are all contained within 
the large central brick stack. The RCHM presumes 
dates to the period immediately after the suppression 
of the school in 1570, and certainly this was a sec-
ondary feature. Only one of the fireplaces was fully 
exposed. The main structure is in brick with a sub-
stantial clunch frame and mantel that carries exten-
sive graffiti. Amongst the carving is the date '1600'. 

There is no evidence to indicate the exact location 
of a staircase from the ground to the first floor of the 
Grammar School Range in its earliest form, although 
one must have existed. Nevertheless, inference can be 
made from the floor plan. The ground floor layout at 
this period has seven opposed pairs of windows on 
the north and south sides. The two éasternmost, how-
ever, are significantly smaller than the rest and there 
is • also the suggestion of a possible doorway in the 
southeast corner. These features, together with the 
form of the doorway in the east wall (the Porter's 
Lodge door; fig. 26.11), suggest that originally a wood-
en staircase rose directly from the east door to the first 
floor of the range. Entrance to the school itself was 
through the proposed southern doorway, thus sepa-
rating the function of the school from the college 
proper. 

The Gatehouse 
Pivotally linking the Grammar School Range and the 
Master 's Lodge, the internal arrangement within the 
tower was complex. Examination of the fabric be-
tween the east elevation and the north wall of the 
range shows that they form part of a coherent build. 
Immediately inside the Porter's Lodge doorway (fig. 
26.11) the north wall is constructed from very large 
squared clunch blocks (up to 820 x 450mm). These 
continue through the build exposed in the doorway 
(the external face, under the tower, having been later 
clad in limestone). Immediately inside the doorway 
the clunch has been trimmed leaving the blocks pro-
truding to form the sides of the doorway itself. The 
cutting is of a high quality and the angles sharp. This 
formation of the corner angle within single blocks 
suggests that this opening is contemporary with the 
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Plate vi) The Gatehouse - Green-bar painted first 
floor gatehouse room; note marble painted frame of 
original fireplace visible through panelling 
(RCHM © Crown copyright) 

original building plan and not, as proposed by the 
RCHM, a 19th century insertion (1959: 85). That the 
doorway is not later is further supported by compar-
ison with the window immediately south of it. Also 
supposedly 19th century, this clearly (and crudely) 
has been cut through the existing wall fabric and in-
corporated stock brick within its build. 

If the Porter's Lodge doorway was a late feature 
simply inserted to provide access to the Lodge, then 
its form is curious. While externally the height is 
2.00m, through the thickness of the wall it rises to 
2.86m. There would be no reason for this exaggerated 
roof angle if it was only a ground floor entrance. 
Accordingly, it may have been designed to contain a 
rising staircase (see above). The 'rising' form of this 
doorway was repeated in two others within the ele-
vation. The blocked opening, almost above the lodge 
doorway, is 2.40m high on the room side and 3.13m 
externally (fig. 26.111). The entrance to the upper 
tower room has the opposite pattern, the roof sloping 
down from the room through the wall (fig. 26.IV). 
Taken together, this suggests an early system of access 
arranged across the face of the elevation. The stairs 
are gone from the ground and first floor openings 
(now having different uses), but survive in the en-
trance to the upper tower room. There the removal of 
wooden stairs revealed a much worn and earlier 
flight of three stone steps. Most of the next step down 
had been truncated, however, enough survived to in-
dicate that the stairway was beginning to turn and de-
scend across the face of the elevation down to the 
northernmost first floor doorway. 

The southern entrance to that room is more com-
plicated with different phases of use. Presently there 

Plate vii) The Gatehouse - Detail of green-bar 
scheme with faint impression of wallpaper pattern; 
note wall-hanging tatters lower left 
(RCHM (D Crown copyright) 

is a large opening, 3.00m high, from which stone steps 
rise up to a landing before the door. Both appear late. 
Its roof, within the thickness of the wall, is a simple 
brick barrel vault. Running longitudinal to the extant 
doorway (and clearly unrelated to it), this evidently 
had originally been a garderobe whose dimensions 
are almost identical to that identified in the upper 
tower room (2.50m high and 0.74m wide). At its 
northern end a 'passageway' (faced with blue-painted 
hair plaster) within the body of the wall had been 
roughly blocked with brick. The insertion of the door-
way and 'passageway' through the garderobe pre-
sumably gave access onto a staircase down to the 
ground floor door (fig. 26.V). This implies that in its 
earliest version there was no direct access to the 
rooms of the gatetower from the Grammar School 
Range. Entrance was made to the first floor room 
from the stairway within the Master's Lodge to the 
east. From here egress was through the northern door 
of that room up the staircase and in through the sec-
ond floor doorway. Subsequently, perhaps following 
the suppression of the school in 1570, or later when 
the tower rooms ceased to be part of the Master's 
suite (c. 1636-7), access to the lower room had to be al-
tered. A new opening, through the existing garderobe, 
was made to allow stairs to descend through the wall, 
probably connecting with the existing stairway to the 
(Porter's Lodge) door on the ground floor. Therefore, 
the tower rooms could still be gained without enter- 
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Plate viii) Master's Lodge with panel wall left; clunch-built west wall of chapel right, with arch of viewing niche vis-
ible above inset cupboard at north end (RCHM (0 Crown copyright) 

ing into the body of the former school building, then 
given over to college accommodation. 

The first floor room was evidently of some status 
and has retained evidence of several decorative 
schemes. Beneath the later panelling, which also di-
vides the room into two unequal parts, survived 
painted decoration. Broad green bars (0.18m wide) 
with black borders divide the walls into panels (c. 2.20 
x 0.64m), whose background and infill are painted 
white; the brown marbling upon an original fireplace 
in the west wall seems contemporary (p1. vi ). Traces of 
either earlier wall painting or the undercoat for the 
green-and-white pattern are visible as patches of 
black and salmon pink. The green-bar scheme re-
spected the doorways, suggesting that all were still in 
use. This would give a date of pre-1637, which is not 
inconsistent with the copper-based paint used. The 
conservation report, however, suggests that the paint-
work is more likely to be a little later, perhaps late 
16th/early 17th century (see Curteis in Dickens 1998: 
Appendix 2). Upon the paint are vestiges of wall-
hangings and wallpaper that were sealed by the ex-
tant wooden panelling. While the latter is of 18th 
century attribution, there is some doubt whether its 
placement in this room is primary as the 'ghosted' 
pattern of wallpapering behind it appears to be of a 
19th century type (p1. vii). 

The second floor room was largely stripped of any 
wall covering allowing detailed observations to be 
made of its large clunch block fabric, which survives  

in remarkably pristine condition. All three doorways, 
two in the west wall, one in the east, have four-cen-
tred arches and appear original. The eastern now 
opens into a small cupboard which the RCHM sug-
gests originally led onto a staircase into the drawing 
room of the Master's Lodge (1988: 85)10  It seems 
more likely that this small barrel-vaulted space also 
served as a garderobe (traces are visible in its south-
ern wall of a small blocked window). The door in the 
southeast corner is to the spiral staircase leading to 
the tower roof; that immediately north gives access to 
the room itself. The other main feature within the 
room is a fireplace (as other primary college exam-
ples). At 2.70m above the floor is a row of wooden peg 
inserts that probably held a rail for the suspension of 
wall-hangings. Stripping of the ceiling revealed the 
tower's original timber roof, which was recorded in 
detail by T. Baggs (Appendix 1 in Dickens 1998). 

Discussion 
Whilst the construction of the gatetower may have 
been begun during the Alcock's lifetime, as suggested 
by the RCHM (1959: 84), its build has been demon-
strated to be continuous with the Grammar School 
which was not begun until at least 1503, three years 
after his death. The date by which the tower rooms 
became incorporated within the Master's Lodge is 
unknown, although the RCHM record that they had 
been his since at least 1573-74 (1959: 96). The evidence 
of its much altered access suggests that these cham- 
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bers had, in fact, been the Master's rooms from the 
outset. The arrangement of stairways and doors indi-
cates that entrance to the tower rooms was from the 
Master's Lodge; entry into the upper tower chamber 
was possible only from the first floor of the tower it-
self. As appropriate to the Master, both rooms were 
well appointed, each with a garderobe and fireplace. 
When the link between the Master's Lodge and the 
tower chambers was severed (the latter were ex-
changed for the 'Old Hall', now the 'Prioress' Room, 
in 1636-7), a new access had to be made to the first 
floor of the tower that did not require passage 
through the Master's rooms. This was achieved by 
using the existing staircase from the eastern School 
Range doorway (the Porter's Lodge door) to reach a 
stair inserted through the wall into the northern end 
of the first floor garderobe. Entrance to the second 
floor remained as before; these access routes were still 
independent of the former Grammar School Range. 

In 1718-20 major reconstruction and alteration 
work was carried out affecting the tower. Both ranges, 
west and east of the gatetower, were raised to three 
storeys. No evidence was observed to indicate con-
temporary stairway arrangements but, given the scale 
of the reconstruction, access to the tower rooms was 
probably moved inside the west range, with the two 
former staircases removed. 

The School Range observations confirm what has 
been suggested by the historical records, that this 
building dates to the earliest years of the college and 
has no nunnery predecessor. It also demonstrates sev-
eral phases of alteration to both fabric and function, 
and, more importantly, provides a much clearer im-
pression of the earliest version of the building, the 
Grammar School itself. Apparently without internal 
ground floor division, it had an open-hall layout typ-
ical of school buildings of the time. 11  Access to it 
would have been through the postulated southern en-
trance, whereas the floor above would have been 
gained through what is now the Porter's Lodge door 
from where a stair rose directly to the first floor. Thus 
the school, whose pupils were drawn from the town, 
was separated from the 'cloistered world' of the col-
lege. 

V) The Master's Lodge Viewing Niche 
(with C. Begg) 

In 1997 the panelling was replaced within the east-
ernmost first storey room of the Master Lodge (Begg 
in Dickens 1998). This exposed its finely panelled 
'early' north wall and the clunch-built west wall of 
the chapel, the latter obviously dating to Alcock's re-
duction of the nave (p1. viii). Within it was exposed a 
vaulted recess 1.55 across, 1.60m wide and 0.75m 
deep; its base lies 1.05m above floor level. Spanned by 
an elliptical red brick arch, it is integral with the fab-
ric of the wall. A cupboard, probably of 18th century 
date, has been inserted into its interior, whose situa-
tion made recording very difficult- 12 

 

The west wall still carries large patches of 'early' 
plaster rendering which continue across the frame of  

the recess and through its interior. Faint traces of 
paint locally survive both within the latter and on the 
wall itself. In the back of the recess the top of a rec-
tangular opening could be made out in the gap be-
tween the arch and the cupboard. 0.70m wide, this is 
off-centre within the recess and has been infilled with 
clunch rubble and yellow brick. Its blocking obvious-
ly post-dates the plaster as it also faced the southern 
side of the rectangular aperture; the render pre-dates 
the cupboard. 

It is difficult to account for this intriguing feature. 
The back of the recess corresponds with the position 
of the Rustat Memorial in the west wall of the chapel. 
Whilst the infilling of the rectangular opening proba-
bly relates to the setting of the plaque, given that its 
sides are faced this cannot account for the opening's 
existence. In other words, it seems a college-primary 
feature; the memorial is of late 17th century date and 
probably by Grinling Gibbons (see Renfrew & 
Robbins 1990). The only plausible explanation is that 
this represents some manner of viewing niche or ha-
gioscope onto the chapel. It is possible that it origi-
nally carried an oriel window which spanned recess, 
only later being reduced to the smaller rectangular 
opening (and then plastered over). 13  Alternatively, 
from the outset it might only have consisted of the 
smaller aperture. Whatever its scale and sequence it is 
tempting to attribute this through-nave observation 
to the Master. However, given that the first and sec-
ond floor rooms in this range were apparently only 
annexed by the Master in the 19th century, previous-
ly being college chambers, this seems unlikely (Willis 
& Clark 1886 II: 170-1). Otherwise, who was viewing 
cannot be determined. 

VI) The New Library Site 

As a result of evaluation fieldwork during 1992, in 
March of the following year a two week-long excava-
tion was conducted on the site of the new library lo-
cated on the Jesus Lane frontage before the eastern 
end of the chapel (Evans 1992; 1995b). Whilst the ini-
tial trial work produced intriguing results, they were 
not felt to warrant full excavation and only a sample 
of the area was further investigated (c. a third; 
117.5sqm). Apart from the main area of investigation 
corresponding to the building's footprint, a trench 
was to be excavated extending down to the Jesus 
Lane-side wall in order to investigate the thorough-
fare (Trench IV; I-Ill being assigned in the evaluation; 
fig. 27). 

Lying at 6.10-.50m OD, the gravel sub-soil was 
overlain with 0.85-.90m of cover. The 0.20-.30m thick 
lower horizon consists of a mid grey-brown slightly 
clayish sandy silt loam. Whilst no 'horizonisation' 
was evident, suggesting that it had been mechanical-
ly turned through arable /horticultural practice 
( CAT. French, pers comm.), it had the appearance of 
a leached palaeo-soil typical of gravel terraces. 

The evaluation demonstrated that substantial cut 
features of medieval attribution lay sealed by a lower 
'buried' soil in which midden-type deposits were ap 
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Figure 27. The Library Site - Location plan 

parent; this in turn was overlain by the garden hori-
zon. Therefore, within the main area, the excavation 
first involved machine stripping of the garden de-
posits down to the lower soil and, only following test 
pit sampling of that horizon, reduction down to the 
gravel 14 

Not situated in the core of either the nunnery or 
college, the excavations can be considered a study of 
'waste ground". With only few major archaeological 
events, it lacks the kind of dramatic build-up of strata 
or intensive structural sequence characteristic of 
urban archaeology. Whilst not spectacular, the results 
provide pertinent information relating to the site's re-
spective institutional economies and, perhaps more 
importantly, insight concerning activities masked be-
hind their dignified facades. This is most obvious in 
relationship to college usage. Historic views of the 
town's colleges, for example Loggan's later 17th en-
gravings, offer images of well-ordered formality and 
all that this implies vis-a-vis enlightenment philoso-
phy ('geometric space wherein rational people did ra-
tional things'). What the excavations reveal are a 
variety of relatively mundane support activities that 
these omit - middening, quarrying, fabric mainte-
nance and garden re-working. In short, they permit a 
glimpse into the 'backspace' of historical institutions 
and reflect upon the college as process, as opposed to 
planned 'monument' (see Evans 1990 and Evans & 
Pollard forthcoming concerning the 'archaeology of 
institutions'). 

A more specific concern in relationship to the early 

Plate ix) The Library Site - Looking south towards Jesus Lane from the top of the Chapel tower; note situation of 
Trench IV at foot of lane-side wall 
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Figure 28. The Library Site - F. 6 & 7 section (top); Trench IV, plan and section 

layout of the nunnery is that the site fell within the 
area of the Church-/Fair yard, where the nuns had 
been granted the right to hold an annual fair by King 
Stephen, later known as Garlick Fair (August 14th & 
15th, plus later the 16th). This was apparently bound-
ed by a 'mud wall' and entered by a gate opening 
onto Jesus Lane. Upon its inclusion within the 
Master's Garden the fair was moved to the western 
side of the college, the area of Garlic Fair Lane (now 
Park Street), where it continued until the early 19th 
century (Gray 1898: 49-50, fig. III). Some records seem 
quite explicit in their situation of the fair yard south of 
the chapel: "Item for ledding ij paynes in the south 
wyndowe there [in the chapel] next to the garlike 
fayre closse" (Gray 1898: 50). Nevertheless, it is diffi- 

cult to tie down the date at which the fair yard suc-
ceeded to the Master's Garden, if indeed this was the 
case (the garden was assigned to the Master 'from 
early times', with the surrounding brick wall built, in 
part, in 1681-2; Willis & Clark 1886 II: 179; see Evans 
1995b: 2-4 concerning the site's map evidence). F. 
Jones, former College Archivist, argued that Gray 
misinterpreted the documentary evidence and that 
from the outset the fair was held on the western site 
(now the Hockey Ground). She claimed that a Roger 
Garleck, a neighbour of the nuns, lived in this area be-
tween c. 1228-58, and provided the source of the fair's 
later name (Jones nd.) . 
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Nunnery Activities (Phase 1) 
Re-cut ditches and other features were exposed over 
the end of the lane-side trench (IV; fig. 28; pl. x). Along 
its southern edge was a broadly concave-profiled 
ditch surviving to a maximum width of 1.00-1.20m 
and depth of 0.50—.60m (F. 18). It was filled with or-
ange brown sandy fine-medium gravel throughout, 
but with a propensity for larger gravel along the 
southern lane-side. The feature appeared backfilled, 
presumably anticipating make-up/widening of the 
lane, of which a horizon of coarse gravel within its 
upper southern profile attests to. F. 54, another ditch, 
which could only really be distinguished in the west-
ern section, appeared to run slightly further south-
over-west. Truncated, it was 1.80m across (total 
estimated width, 2.00m) with a 'V'-shaped profile 
0.55m deep. Lenses of orange sand were observed 
along the southern side, and heavier gravel in the 
north, of its mid grey-brown sandy gravel fill. Cutting 
both of these, F. 55 was a broad 'U'-shaped ditch 
1.30m across and 0.40m deep. Filled with grey-brown 
sandy fine-medium gravel, coarser gravel was distin-
guished down the southern edge. 

Little of these ditches were excavated per se and it 
was difficult to recognise their individual fills in plan 
as opposed to section. They were, therefore, 'collec-
tively' excavated within metre-wide slots along the 
foot of the trench sections. Upon removing the fill 
from the western, a circular cut feature was exposed 
(F. 19). 0.85m in diameter with near-vertical sides 
coming down to a flat base 0.45m deep, it was filled 
with light grey-brown sandy silt with gravels; frag-
ments of daub and a single sherd of Roman pottery 
were recovered. 

A series of possibly discrete (non-linear) features 

were also present. Recognised in section (only) and 
cutting ditches F. 54 and 55, F. 56 was 0.40m deep and 
0.70m across. Filled with dark grey-brown sandy silts, 
it could either be a 'linear' or a pit. F. 53, located on 
the northern side of the lane-side ditch sequence (just 
cutting F. 54), seemed to be either a large sub-circular 
cut feature or the butt end of a ditch. 0.95m wide with 
sides sloping down 0.60m to a tightly concave base, it 
was filled with reddish brown sandy silt with moder-
ate-frequent gravel inclusions. A distinct horizon of 
homogeneous grey-brown sandy silts, up to 0.30m 
thick, bedded across the collective upper profile of 
these features ([072]). It produced the only direct dat-
ing evidence for the lane-side sequence - approxi-
mately a third of a St Neot's type dish of later 13th 
century date. 

Ditches F. 18, 54 and 55 were clearly successive 
lane-flanking drains. The occurrence of other features 
(F. 19, 53 & 56), whether the butt ends of ditches or 
major postholes, only along the southwestern margin 
of the trench must attest to a boundary division 
and/or some manner of lane-side structure. The 13th 
century pot recovered from the sealing horizon 
would provide a terminus ante quem. Certainly the ab-
sence of brick/tile in the fill of these features would 
suggest an early date (pre-14/15th century) and, the 
general paucity of finds, a low density of usage. 

Along the southern side of the main area of exca-
vation was excavated a northwest—southeast oriented 
gully, F. 10. Terminating in a sub-circular butt, this 
concave-profiled feature narrowed (c. 0.30m wide) 
and was shallower toward the east (0.12m deep when 
compared to 0.26m in the west). Definitely sealed by 
the 'buried' lower garden soil, it was filled with a mid 
grey-brown 'gritty' silt clay. Although dating evidence 

Plate x) The Library Site (Trench IV) - the exposed footings of the southern boundary wall with Lane-side ditches in 
mid-ground (see fig. 28) 
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Figure 29. The Library Site - Main area of excavation 

was not retrieved, several fragments of daub were 
present (small pieces of brick/tile and an iron nail 
were all that was otherwise recovered from it). This 
appeared to cut a north-south oriented ditch of simi-
lar proportions and profile (F. 26); a few small daub 
fragments were again the only finds. 

Two postholes north of F.10 (F. 43 & 44) and anoth-
er possibly contemporary feature to the northwest 
were excavated (F. 24). The latter was a near vertical-
ly sided sub-square cut, truncated on its eastern side 
(0.30m+ x .70m). 0.50m deep, it had a flat base 0.30m 
across and was filled with pale yellowish grey-brown 
silty gravel with occasional clunch and charcoal 
flecks. It is difficult to understand its function; if a 
posthole it would have been very substantial. Yet, by 
its plan/shape it is unlikely to have been a quarry pit 
and there seems no basis of later assignation. 
Similarly, although there is little doubt that F. 43/44 
were postholes, they are without obvious structural 
association. The status of all three features is, there-
fore, somewhat ambiguous. Although they could 
somehow have related to subsequent quarry activities 
(e.g. marking out), given their alignment they are in-
stead tentatively associated with 'primary' activities. 

The northern three-quarters of the area had been 
systematically quarried away for gravels. So much so 
that, upon machine-stripping to the expected level of 
the sub-soil, undisturbed natural only survived in a 
very few spines (fig. 29; pl. xi). The extraction oc-
curred via semi-continuous east-west oriented, broad 
flat-based ditch-like pits. They appeared to have been 
dug in 'traditional' strip-style - digging along a line 
and, when progressing to the next, re-depositing the 
topsoil into those just dug. The results of such gang-
digging are not regular continuous cuttings, but in-
terrupted chains of elongated pits. 0.50-.80m deep 
and 2.50-3.00m wide, the intervening ridges probably  

denoted the succession of a day's labour. Their basal 
profiles were largely filled with midgrey-
brown sandy loam (re-deposited 'buried' horticultur-
al/arable soil), which interbedded with deposits of 
pure sands and gravels. Wasteful considering the goal 
of extraction (sands & gravel), the latter were pre-
sumably the result of tidying up or sorting. The infill-
ing of the profile to this depth (one third/half) seems 
to have been piecemeal, thereafter an upper sandy 
loam horizon was relatively uniform and suggest en 
masse backfilling upon the cessation of quarrying. 
These features were only sondage sectioned, not dug-
out in their entirety (F. 7, 17, 45, 46, 49 & 50). Running 
straight across the area of excavation, F. 7 constituted 
the southern 'edge' of this quarrying zone (p1. xi). 

South of this line lay an intercutting cluster of ir-
regular pits (0.85-100m deep) that collectively 
formed an hourglass-like pattern (F. 9, 29, 30 & 33). 
Filled with banded deposits of sandy gravel and 
brownish grey sandy silts, given their form (steepness 
of sides, etc.), there can be little doubt that these must 
represent quarry pits. It would appear that the east-
ernmost (F. 29) had been successively re-cut by 0.60m 
deep ovoid pits (F. 27 & 32). These were lined with 
grey-blue clay, which (not having a known on-site 
source) implies its 'importation' for a deliberate func-
tion, presumably a lining for water retention. 

Deposited across the main quarry zone (F. 7 north-
wards) was a relatively uniform spread of dark brown 
very sandy silt, 0.20-.30m thick (p1. xi). Whilst not ro-
bust, this carried an 'informal' or patchy metalling (F. 
31). Only intensively excavated where it dipped into 
the top of the quarry hollows, artefacts were found to 
bed horizontally on its surface. Associated with this 
was a large well (F. 6); partially excavated during the 
evaluation, another quadrant was dug in 0.20m spits 
(p1. xi). Truncating the quarry backfill, its fill sequence 
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consisted of green-stained mid grey-brown slightly 
clayish sand with pea grits, grading up into mid grey-
ish brown clayish sand. The base of a later 'midden-
ish' horizon was found to bed down into its upper 
cone. In total, 19 animal bones and seven pot sherds 
were recovered from the excavation of this quadrant 
(plus 12 oyster shells, a brick and two tile fragments). 
The pottery, regularly distributed by depth, would 
support the late medieval attribution of this feature. 
Apart from one piece in the uppermost spit (15-16th 
century), the remainder were of 14-15th century date 
(see Hall in Evans 1995b: Appendix 3). 

Dispersed postholes cut the top of the gravel sur-
face across the northern middle of the quarry zone (F. 
34-7, 39-41). Given that no post-pipes or packing fills 
were identified within them and their general shal-
lowness (50mm-0.17m deep), the existence of some is 
clearly dubious (e.g. F. 39). One configuration was, 
however, apparent - a four-post pattern defined by F. 
34-7 that extended over 1.80-2.20 x 2.50-3.00m. 
Possibly yard-related, the remaining features, at best, 
must be considered 'incidental' (e.g. drying racks, 
?granary). 

The Daub Spread 
During test pit sampling of the lower soil quantities of 
building material were recovered over a 2(+) x 
4-6m(+) area in the southwestern corner of the main 
area of excavation. This included fragments of clunch 
and daub, the latter ranging in density from 
1.3-11.6kg in five test squares (4.6kg ave.). Seemingly 
a discrete deposit of demolition-derived material, 
these artefact types had negligible representation 

within the mid-eastern midden (see below). This area 
produced the vast bulk of the 533 pieces of daub re-
covered in total from the excavations (24.4kg); all but 
twenty-one coming from the [042] soil. Whilst gener -
ally caught within the upper profiles of the southern 
quarry pit cluster (F. 9 et al), the spread also extended 
laterally over the surface of natural (across the south-
ern 2m of this area the soil was itself 'dirty' with char-
coal flecks and bone fragments). Its distinct northern 
limit corresponds with the edge of the main quarry-
ing zone (F. 7) and, while the ground surface/buried 
soil was certainly truncated beyond this point in that 
direction, it may not necessarily have been to the 
south. The daub could have been deposited prior to 
the en masse quarrying and its northern limits truncat-
ed in the course of area de-turfing/stripping. Apart 
from F. 19 (a lane-side pit), this was also the only point 
on the site where daub fragments were recovered 
from features: the F. 10/26 gullies (14 pieces; 206gm) 
and pit F. 38 (2; 128gm). Matching the composition of 
the material found within [042], it suggests an imme-
diate on-site source for the spread. 

The material generally consists of a relatively soft 
cream-yellow fabric with frequent organic inclusions 
(straw and chaff). Cob-like, a high proportion of 
crushed chalk/clunch was probably used in its prepa-
ration. Of the recovered fragments, 155 were found to 
have structural attributes (e.g. faced and/or with wat-
tle/stud timber impressions; see Evans, Gibson & 
Miller in Evans 1995b: Appendix 6)15  The pieces 
seem to derive from a timber-frame structure - one 
with doors/gates, diagonal timber braces and possi-
bly windows, with the daub-clad wattles set vertically 
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between studs. 

Discussion 
Given the available dating evidence, albeit limited 
and largely 'negative' (one later 13th century vessel 
and a paucity of brick/tile inclusions), there is every 
reason to presume that the lane-side ditches in Trench 
Iv related to the laying out of Jesus Lane and, by ex-
trapolation, the nunnery. Undergoing at least two 
episodes of re-cutting, their eventual infilling appears 
unrelated to the establishment of the college itself but 
rather earlier developments. The greater intensity of 
cut features found along the southwestern side of the 
trench may reflect a boundary division, possibly even 
an entranceway into the yard, and could correspond 
with the line of the ditch F. 26 in the main area of ex-
cavation, which (if projected south) would run just 
west of, or into, the southern end of trench. Moreover, 
fragments of the same cob-like daub found in the fea-
tures were also present within F. 19 - perhaps it held 
a large post at the end of the F. 26 ditch-line. Certainly, 
'something' occurred corresponding with the project-
ed alignment of F. 26 within the southern end of this 
trench. 

Although having different alignments, and one 
was thought to cut into the other, ditches F. 10 and 26 
are considered as being broadly contemporary due to 
their shared scale, fills and the fact that they termi-
nated at the same point. As will be discussed below, it 
is suggested that the north-south ditch (F. 26) contin-
ued south and related to lane-side features within 
Trench IV. Whilst F. 10 may represent a blocking or re-
turn to that system, no entirely satisfactory solution 
can be found for the latter's yard-oblique alignment. 
There is evidence, albeit indirect, to suggest an 'early' 
structural association inasmuch as fragments of a dis-
tinct cob-like daub were recovered from within both 
it, F. 26 and extended (in the base of the sealing hori-
zon) north from the line of F. 10. Similarly, apart from 
the fact that their phasing seems 'early' (possibly ei-
ther relating to the F. 10 structure or the quarry pit 
cluster), little can be said of the function of the F. 
43/44 postholes. 

Although roughly respecting the southern edge of 
the main quarrying zone, the F. 9 (et al) quarry pits are 
phased earlier based on the fact that pit F. 48 was cut 
by F. 7 of the latter group. This is a broad phasing cri-
teria for what was probably the piecemeal digging of 
pits. Their extraction could have continued on and 
been contemporary with the strip quarry. It is this lat-
ter term that marks the primary distinction between 
the two extraction processes. Whilst the southern 
quarry pit cluster are small-scale 'incidents', probably 
intended to serve on-site needs on an ad hoc basis, the 
northern 'field' constitutes a quarry. In other words, 
large-scale workings undertaken in a relatively short 
time (?six months to ten years duration). This is evi-
denced by their shared alignments, strict southern 
boundary, overall density of cuttings and that only 
few 'spines' of natural survived anywhere across this 
zone. The entire -area had been stripped in the course 
of these workings and a degree of 'planning' or at  

least intention beyond a domestic scale is evident. 
Given their 13-14th century date, two interpretations 
suggest themselves. Either the quarrying had to do 
with the construction of the nunnery buildings (e.g. 
the extraction of sand for mortar) or the nunnery was 
selling the sands and gravels for off-site purposes. 

The scale of the truncation suggests that the quar-
rying (and its backfilling) and the subsequent laying 
of the metalled surface were interrelated and broadly 
contemporary acts. It is unlikely that a plot would be 
so decimated without planning for its re-instatement. 
Moreover, if this was not the case (i.e. the metalling 
laid long afterward), then it could be expected that 
the quarry hollows would have been used for the 
dumping of refuse. Therefore, their interrelationship 
must be inferred - the decision to quarry and the es-
tablishment of an 'open' metalled yard went hand-in-
hand. The few substantial features associated with the 
latter suggest open-air processing activities (washing 
and/or rendering): one, a well relating to the provi-
sion of water (F. 6); the others, clay-lined pits (F. 
27/32), its retention. 

It is difficult to convincingly ascribe the four-post 
pattern to any definite structure. Whilst a gateway 
configuration could, for example, be postulated, there 
would be nothing to relate this to (e.g. fence-/wall-
lines). The phasing status of these features is also 
somewhat ambiguous and, not surprisingly, little ma-
terial was recovered from them. Apart from a small 
piece of 14th century pottery from F. 41, the only fea-
ture that produced any finds was F. 34 which includ-
ed a sherd of 17th century date. Although this may 
have been 'introduced', it could suggest that some (if 
not all) of these postholes should be assigned to Phase 
2 'early garden' activities. 

Early College (Phase 2) - The Garden Midden 
The lower 'buried' soil, a light-mid grey sandy silt 
loam ([042]), lay 0.20—.30m deep over the top of the 
metalling and, across the southern quarter of this 
area, the surface of natural. It had obviously been 
truncated over the area of the strip quarries. 
However, no boundary was distinguished between it 
as an in situ layer and as re-deposited. Whilst not in-
conceivable, it is unlikely that this horizon had been 
uniformly stripped right the way across the plot (e.g. 
down to the lane-side). 

Previous to machine-stripping this horizon was 
sample excavated. Twenty-five im squares were 
hand-dug with ten laid-out on a 2.00m grid to provide 
basic sample cover ('A'—'J'); the remainder judgmen-
tally sited on axes bisecting two areas of high artefact 
density ('K'—'Y'; fig. 30). Three of these were 100% 
sieved (5mm mesh; 'C', 'F' & 'G') and six bulk sam-
pled for environmental and small finds data ('D', 'E', 
'F', 'N', 'H' & 'X'). Quantities of diverse materials 
were recovered ranging from worked flint to Roman, 
medieval and later pottery, glass, metal and clay 
pipes, and also a broad spectrum of building materi-
als (5142 artefacts in total). A methodology more com-
monly used on prehistoric scatter sites, this sampling 
was undertaken to investigate the character of the 
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Figure 30. The Library Site - Sample square loca-
tion 

midden first recognised during the evaluation. This 
feature was clearly apparent in the distribution of 
bone, pottery and brick/tile (fig. 31; Table 1). 

Due to recovery bias (i.e. small fragmentation), the 
distribution of shell - predominantly oyster, but also 
mussel and scallop - is less 'measurable'. 
Nevertheless, varying in density from 0-75 pieces 
within the grid-sample squares (8.6 ave.), higher-
than-average densities also occurred in the same mid-
east zone. (Not including a spurious nil value for Sq 
'Q', the average density across a 6 x 4m area was 82.7 
per m2 .) Similarly, the low recovery of glass and clay 
pipe fragments does not lend itself to valid statistical 
analysis. Occurring in only three of the ten grid-sam-
ple squares and 11 of 25 units in total, the latter only 
ranged from 0-6. The distribution of glass was simi-
larly uneven. Occurring within 12 squares in total, 

Figure 31. The Library Site - Sample square plots 
(see fig.  30) 

values greater than three were only present within the 
mid-east (25 & 19 pieces in squares 'N' & '0' respec-
tively). Averaging three pieces per m 2  within the ten 
grid-sample squares, the density of iron nails and fit-
tings was also low with above-average densities only 
occurring in squares 'C' and 'F' (16 & 7 pieces respec-
tively). However, upon intensifying the sample grid 
higher-than-average densities occurred throughout 
the middle of the area with a range of 6-28, averaging 
12.3 pieces per M2 

.
16 

The repeated occurrence of a marked mid-eastern 
'high' in most artefact categories suggests a specific 
act of deposition - middening. Whilst no doubt dis-
torted and progressively enlarged by horticultural 
turning, the density and the concurrence of artefact 
categories indicates that it could not just be a product 
of manuring. Roughly centred upon F. 6 and extend- 

Table 1. Comparative lower soil sample square densities (per 1m 2) 

Sample Sqs 	 Midden 
Type: 	 Range Ave. Range Ave. 
Animal Bone 	 6-116 36 37-167 91 

(27-711gm) (225gm) (346-1057gm) (617gm) 

Pottery 	 0-85 16 18-102 49 
(0-801gm) (139gm) (122-999gm) (434gm) 

Brick/tile 	 45-3187gm 	 276gm 	 575-3187gm 	 1333gm 
(excluding 'F') 
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ing into its uppermost cone, this spread did not go 
deeply into the well. Essentially the midden resided 
in the lower profile of the [042] soil and was not visi-
ble within its surface. 

The density of pottery and bone within the midden 
zone was approximately three time greater than that 
of the area-background; the occurrence of shell almost 
ten times. Although somewhat less clearly and con-
sistently due to overall low numbers, the midden is 
also recognisable in the distribution of nails/fittings, 
fragments of glass and clay tobacco pipe. Brick and 
tile were also major components, with 19-40 and 
20-80 pieces per m2  respectively found within its core. 
Despite the fact that building stone was little repre 
sented, there were great quantities of burnt slate (and 
also cinder/coal). 

Within its matrix the midden appears to include 
both material from a 'domestic' source and demoli-
tion debris, whose deposition was not necessarily 
contemporaneous (i.e. there is a relative uniformity of 
building materials which is not, for example, found in 
the pottery). The scale of the spread should not be un-
derestimated. Depending upon what finds category is 
employed for determination, it must have extended 
over 14-20sqm within the site. Densities were greatest 
along its eastern margin and there is every reason to 
think that only half or less of it was investigated. 
Therefore, presuming that in total it extended over be-
tween approximately 30 and 40sqm, from the estab-
lished average densities if is estimated to have 
contained between 1500-2000 pot sherds, 2700-3600 
pieces of bone (18.5-24kg), 40-53kg of brick/tile and 
370-500 nails. 

In terms of its 'domestic' attributes the midden re-
flects a diverse table. Much shellfish was consumed 
and a wide range of foodstuffs, beyond the usual do-
mesticates, are represented: red deer, rabbit, chicken, 
goose, duck, pigeon and fish (see below). Similarly, 
the pottery attests to a degree of affluence and in-
cludes imported French and German stonewares (see 
Hall in Evans 1995b: Appendix 3). Spanning the 
14-19th centuries, it is mainly of 16-17th century at-
tribution. Beyond this, other dating factors must be 
taken into account. Whilst an Edward IV silver penny 
of later 15th century date, a 13-14th century continen-
tal silver coin (Venetian?) and a Nuremberg Jetton of 
the 16th century were all recovered, the brick would 
seem to be of 17-18th century date, as are also the clay 
pipes and glass. 17  The latter definitely cluster within 
the midden zone and suggest that it was active until a 
late date. Given this wide dating spectrum, there are 
several ways of modelling the midden's formation - 
including its en masse re-deposition from an off-site 
source during the 18th century (unlikely given its sit-
uation within the lower soil; see VII below). Taking the 
artefactual and stratigraphic evidence as a whole, the 
most plausible interpretation is that the midden accu-
mulated in situ during the 16-17th centuries and was 
partially raked-out during the raising of gardens in 
the later 18th. 

Boundary Walls 
The footing of the red brick wall bordering the south-
ern side of the plot was exposed within Trench IV (p1. 
x). Carried upon two courses of large roughly dressed 
clunch blocks, no mortar was used within the footing 
and, instead, it was packed with clayish sandy silt 
with gravel. Upon this was a brick footing, three 
courses high, that was off-set from the face of the 
upper wall by 50mm. 0.20m high, the handmade buff 
red bricks (50 x 100 x 220mm) used in its construction 
were bonded in pale sandy cream mortar. Above 
ground level the wall is laid in an English bond, con-
sisting of both red and yellow hard handmade bricks 
(60 x 110 x 220mm) set in sandy yellow mortar. Whilst 
clearly not the same build as the brick footing, it was 
difficult to establish the exact line of their division. 
Whilst the date of this rebuilding is unknown, the 
lower fabric appears attributable to the 16-17th cen-
tury. 

The yellow/brown brick wall which bordered the 
eastern side of the yard (eventually demolished dur -
ing the library's construction), investigated during 
the 1992 evaluation, was found to have a similar fab-
ric and sequence. A red brick and dressed Barnack 
stone wall stood for 0.75m above a clunch block foot-
ing. On top of this, at the height of present ground 
level, lay the yellow brick wall. This upper (re-) build 
post-dated the laying of a service pipe indicating that 
its construction cannot be earlier than the later 
19th-early 20th century. Upon the wall's reduction, 
much moulded clunch building stone was found to 
have been incorporated within the foundation. A 
trench cut by contractors across the line of the footing 
demonstrated that it lay above a major north-south 
oriented ditch (F. 60). With an angular 'V'-shaped pro-
file (1.70m wide; base 0.50m below the bottom of the 
foundation), this was filled with quite homogeneous 
mid greyish brown sandy silt from which a medieval 
sherd was recovered. North-south oriented, it must 
mark the same plot boundary as the wall and may 
have continued south to conjoin the lane-side ditches 
(F. 18, et al), possibly parallel with ditch F. 26. 

The Upper Garden Soil (Phase 3) 
The composition of this horizon and its artefact inclu-
sions will be discussed in the section which follows 
(VII). Features attributed to this phase are distin-
guished by their near-black garden loam fills, 'late' in-
clusions and that most truncated the lower soil. They 
include quarry and planting pits (F.1-3, 15, 25, 27 & 
28), postholes (F. 4, 5, 20 & 59), gravel paths (F. 11 & 
12) and a series of re-cut gullies/troughs bordering 
the foot of the lane-side wall (F. 56-8). Little need be 
said concerning these apart from that the occurrence 
of gravel paths within its lower profile suggests that 
this upper horizon may not have been deposited en 
masse, but that successive turning/working has erad-
icated earlier levels within it. 

Summary and Discussion 
Pre-medieval Activity 
A remarkable range of material was recovered, with 
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all periods represented apart from Saxon (pieces of 
Saxo-Norman St Neot's ware were found). The recov -
ery of twelve sherds of Roman pottery and a handful 
of prehistoric worked flints (see Pollard in Evans 
1995b: Appendix 1) is incidental inasmuch as no fea-
tures can be attributed previous to the nunnery. 
Worked flint has been found on a variety of recent 
Cambridge-town sites and, within the immediate 
context, reflects no more than 'usage' of the Cam 
gravel terraces. Equally, there is no reason to link the 
Roman material with the kiln known within the vicin-
ity (see Going in Evans 1995b: Appendix 2). All very 
abraded, these probably reflect arable practice (ma-
nuring) within the hinterland of the hill-top Roman 
town. 

Nunnery Usage (Phase 1) 
There are sufficient indications, all be them somewhat 
elusive, that the nunnery grounds were divided into 
ditched plots: the lane-side (F. 18, et al) and 
north-south ditches (F. 26 & 60). The more minor 
northwest-southeast oriented ditch, F. 10, would also 
appear related and possibly associated with the daub 
spread; the demolition of the attested structure post-
dates the backfilling of the adjacent pit quarries (F. 9, 
29, 33 & 33). The orientation of ditch F. 26 warrants 
comment inasmuch as it diverges from that of Jesus 
Lane and its flanking ditches. It is actually aligned 
with the chapel and, thereby, an institutional (nun-
nery) association could be inferred (if of private/do-
mestic or civil origin it could be expected to have been 
laid-out at right-angles to the lane). However tenta-
tive its assignation, this is the only archaeological evi-
dence which would associate the site/plot with the 
nunnery. 

Taken alone, the nunnery-attribution of the strip 
quarrying might be contentious inasmuch as they 
could also relate to the (primary) college construction. 
The 13-14th century material recovered from their 
fills might all have been residual, deriving from earli-
er plot usage, and their digging actually date to c. 
1500. Yet the consistent dates of the material from the 
well cutting their backfill (F. 6) is contemporary with 
the use of the post-quarry surface and indicates that 
the quarries pre-dated the establishment of the col-
lege. 

It is impossible to be absolutely certain of the char-
acter of the daub-attested structure - whether F. 10 
was a sill-bedding trench or a gully that lay adjacent 
to a timber-frame building. Given its distinct cob-like 
character, certainly it is tempting to associate the daub 
with the 'mud wall' described as enclosing the fair-
ground and the four-square postholes as some man-
ner of associated gate. However this material was 
probably building-derived, and there is no definite 
evidence to support any interpretation of the site as 
the fairground. If nothing else, such intense, if only 
annual, usage should have generated a greater finds 
densities than were recovered. 

Early College (Phase 2) 
This has an interregnum status and is largely based 

upon artefact dating (16-17th century), rather than 
any major change in land-use. Otherwise, based on 
stratigraphic evidence alone, it would be indistin-
guishable from late Phase 1 usage. Whilst anticipating 
subsequent gardening activities, this phase basically 
accommodates the 'buried' soil midden within Area 
A and encompasses the construction of the yard-en-
closing brick walls. 

Later College (Phase 3) 
These developments essentially reflect later post-me-
dieval garden activity (18-20th century). Its onset is 
marked by the deposition of the dark horticultural 
soils and includes 'late' quarries and garden features 
(e.g. the paths). The extent to which the grounds were 
made-up at this time represents dumping of soil and 
refuse on an extraordinary scale. 

Cloistered Economies 
The recovered assemblages were generally too small, 
particularly those from nunnery contexts, to be 
'meaningful'. Such caveats aside, what do the excava-
tion results inform us of concerning life in the site's 
respective institutions? A wide draw of crops was re-
flected within the charred plant remains (thirty one 
samples analysed; see Stevens in Evans 1995b: 
Appendix 5 and Hosoya 1993). The nunnery phase 
produced ample evidence for the cultivation of six-
row hulled barley, along with rye, free-threshing 
wheat and garden pea. The early college samples 
show similar diversity, although free-threshing wheat 
( commonly associated with intensive farming upon 
improved soils), was much more frequent. In addi-
tion, the latter also contained seeds of lentil and 
grape, which may have grown locally, although the 
latter may also have been imported. The associated 
weeds, seeds of field gromwell, clover, oats and grass-
es, as well as spikerush (a species which is associated 
mainly with wetland soils) would seem to indicate 
the cultivation of lowlying calcareous river soils. In 
addition, the nunnery samples also include seeds of 
goosefoot/fat hen, small nettle, woundwort, dock, 
perennial rye-grass, self heal, campion and stinking. 
mayweek. The latter is usually taken as an indicator 
of farming on heavier clay soils, whilst campion is as-
sociated with drier calcareous soils. 

Plants not directly associated with crops were also 
present within the nunnery deposits. A single seed, 
possibly of Hyssop, may attest to herbs used for med-
icinal purposes or cooking, and is quite commonly as-
sociated with abbey herb gardens. Two seeds of 
madder were also found, though it was impossible to 
distinguish whether they represent the wild or culti-
vated variety; this was often grown for a red-purple 
dye which could be extracted from its roots. In addi-
tion, seeds of great fen-sedge, commonly employed 
for thatching and utilised for wattle and as fire 
lighters, were also recovered. 

As far as can be ascertained the organisation of the 
nunnery lands differed from the college inasmuch as 
the former was run as a home farm with employed 
labour, whereas the latter let their fields (E.F. Mills, 
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pers. comm.). Given this, it could be expected that evidently saw 'a great change in dietary patterns and 
more 'stuffs' would have been brought into the nun- diverse animal usage Whilst greatly influenced by re- 
nery for in-house processing than the college. In both covery technique, faunal assemblages from the town 
college and nunnery phases there is evidence of on- show great variability, as shown in Table 3. 
site butchery and possibly that the college bought, or Most telling in this comparison is the very high 
at least brought in, 'on-hoof (see Luff in Evans 1995b: representation 	of 	'others' 	from 	the 	Bene't 
Appendix 4): Court/Eagle Yard excavations (see Luff in Edwards 

TAXA 	 NUNNERY COLLEGE 
. (Early) 

NISP 	 % NISP 	 % 
HORSE 	 . . 	 4 . 	 1 
COW 	 6 63 
OXO 	 19 153 

41.4 31.8 
SHEEP/GOAT 	 6 124 
PIG 	 . 	 6 33 
SMA 	 27 268 

. 	. 	 55.7 62.2 
CAT 	 - 1 
DOG. 	. 	 - 	 . 2 
RED DEER  
HARE 	 - 4 
RABBIT 	 - 6 
RAT 	 - . 	 1 
CHICKEN 	 1 . 	 9 
GOOSE 	 1 3 
MALLARD 	 - 1 
WOOD PIGEON 	 - 1 
FISH 	 . 	. 	- 	. 	. 11 

2.9 6.0 
SUB-TOTAL 	 70 	 100 683 	 100 

UNIDENTIFIABLE 	...- 	 13 427 

Table 2: Number of Identifiable bone Fragments (NISP): oxo large mammal (horse/cow/red deer size); sma 
medium-sized mammal (sheep/goat/roe deer/pig size); not included are the partial skeletons of  pig and three foetal 
piglets from the nunnery assemblage. 

As represented by the midden, the inhabitants of 
the college (and guests) partook of a much greater 
range of animals, including game and fish, with mut-
ton and beef as the basic meat stables. However, there 
is no evidence to directly link this development with 
institutional change. This broadening of the range of 
consumption is found on a number of sites within the 
town spanning the same period, including those of 
strictly domestic attribution. The 15/16th centuries  

1996: Appendix 4) and, equally, the high percentage in 
this category associated with the Dominican Priory at 
Emmanuel College (see Luff in Dickens 1994: 
Appendix V). On the one hand, this must be read 
against the generally low recovery (by artefact num-
ber) of earlier medieval assemblages in contrast to late 
medieval/early post-medieval deposits. Yet, on the 
other hand, it presumably also reflects from where 
within these respective institutions the samples 

Large Domesticates Small Domesticates Others (NISP) 
Jesus College . 

Nunnery (I) 41.4% 55.7% 2.9% (70) 
Early College (II) 31.8% 62.2% 6% (683) 

Emmanuel College 
Monastery 26.5% 44.1% 29.4% (34) 
Early College 77.1% 19.8% 3.1% (825) 

Bene't Court 
13-14th century 49% 	 . 36.3% 14.7% (408) 
15-17th century 23.3% 41.2% 35.5% (1401) 

Table 3. Faunal assemblage variability (percentage by NISP) 
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derive, and attests to specialised function and com-
plex depositional processes. Whether kitchens, mid-
dens or make-ups - many factors stand between us 
and these institutional bodies. 

VII) Test Pitting - The First Court Sondage 

The topsoil ground surface across the college is re-
markably level. Accordingly, the issue of when the 
grounds were so made-up has commanded consider-
able attention. During the course of the Library Site 
excavations seven 1m 2  test pits were hand dug 
through the top-/buried soil horizons with all arte-
facts collected to evaluate artefact densities and date 
the make-up (TP 1-7; fig. 27; Evans 1992: 8). The vast 
majority of the finds derived from the 0.50-.85m thick 
upper soil and are of 18th century attribution. 
Confirmation of this dating would come from the fact 
that in the Loggan view (1688) the foundation plinth 
of the chapel, which today is 'welled' and lies ap-
proximately a 0.50m below the lawn, is shown at 
ground level. This implies that most of the making-up 
of the ground level must post-date the later 17th cen-
tury. 

It is unlikely that this horizon was all college-de-
rived and it must include an element of site importa-
tion. Nor, moreover, can there be certainty that it was 
all dumped at the same time. Whilst the scale of de-
position is extraordinary, it is not dissimilar to evi-
dence of widespread post-medieval make-up in other 
towns (e.g. Ely or Leicester) - essentially the incorpo-
ration and spread of 'night-soil' and refuse for agri-
cultural/horticultural activity on town fringes. What 
is surprising is that a college would open its doors to 
such deposits. However, its deposition could pertain 
to specific college circumstances, particularly the 
proximity of the Cam and the need for flood protec-
tion (i.e. the creation of an artificial terrace scarp). 
Recent fieldwork in Midsummer Common revealed 
evidence of extensive 17-18th century alluviation, 
which may well account for this massive raising of 
college ground level and the drain-side embankment 
around the northern perimeter of its close (Pollard 
1995; see Gray & Brittain 1960: 215 concerning flood 
levels). 

During the 1995 renovation programme great 
quantities of finds were noticed within the spoil from 
service trenches cut across the eastern side of First 
Court (Dickens & Evans 1995). In the light of their sit-
uation beside the kitchens, it was thought that this 
material could mark the location of the college mid-
dens. An exploratory 0.50 x .50m sondage was exca-
vated (fig. 3); unfortunately a pipe trench reduced the 
area of the archaeological survival by approximately 
half. The sequence proved to be c. lOOm deep above 
the sub-soil, a mid brown sandy gravel. Beneath the 
present cobbled surface ('A', 50-70mm thick), twelve 
horizons were identified (in reverse order of deposi-
tion): 
B Light brown 'gritty' sands with brick fragments (make-

up for 'A'). 
C C. 0.30m depth of dark brownish grey/black sandy loam 

with oyster shell and charcoal fragments. Basically top-
soil dumps, it is from this horizon that the vast majority 
of the recovered artefacts derived. 

D Crushed clunch and small fragments (c. 50mm thick) - 
probably an earlier courtyard surface. 

E Light brown sands (0.10-.12m thick) - probably make-
up for 'D'. 

F Off-white sandy mortar with a smooth even surface 
(50mm thick; 0.51m deep). 

C Light yellow-brown 'gritty' sand (0.16m thick) - make-
up for 'F'. 

H Sandy off-white mortar (50mm thick). Although its top 
was uneven, this was probably also a surface (total 
depth 0.70m). 

I Yellow-brown gritty sand (40mm thick) - make-up for 
'H'. 

J Mid brownish yellow sand (50-60mm thick) - make-up? 
K Grey sandy silt (40-50mm thick) - weathering? 
L A burnt surface of orange-brown sandy silt with exten-

sive charcoal inclusions (20-30mm thick; total depth 
0.85-.88m). 

M Greyish brown sandy loam (70-90mm thick) - the 
buried soil. 

In evaluation of whether the sondage fell within an 
area of college-derived middening, its densities can 
be compared against those of the Library Site test pits 
(TP 3 is not included). Only the material recovered 
from the topsoil dump within the First Court sondage 
is included ('C'). For the purposes of comparison 
these figures must be adjusted by a factor of 4-16 to 
account for differences in sample size (8 is employed): 

Library Site TP 	First Court Sondage 
Range (#) Average (#) Number Adjusted (#) 

Pottery 10-35 21.3 47 376 
Bone 1-25 8.8 46 368 
Glass 0-13 5.3 • 5 40 
Clay pipe 4-9 . 	 5 17 136 

The sondage densities are far higher and, whilst more 
comparable, they are still approximately five times 
greater than those of the 1992 test pit within the 
Library Site college-phase midden (TP 3): 73 sherds of 
pottery, 77 bones, 11 and 3 pieces of glass and tobacco 
pipe respectively. Also recovered from the First Court 
sondage were 18 pieces of oyster shell. Given this, the 
fact that the pottery largely consists of 17-18th centu-
ry tablewares and the extraordinary density of arte-
facts overall, in all likelihood this material derives 
from college middens. 

This evidently was not the site of the nunnery mid-
dens. The sequence would seem to divide at 'F', the 
upper mortar surface; above which would seem to be 
college-related deposits (two pieces of bone and a 
17-18th century orange-brown glazed ware sherd 
were recovered from 'E'). Remarkably enough, only 
one find was made from the lower sequence, a plain 
body sherd of probable 13-14th century date (from 
'L'). While that horizon probably represents exterior 
trample upon the buried soil, the other two mortar 
horizons may well have been interior surfaces. Not 
only is this attribution based upon the character of 
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their matrix, but the cleanliness of the deposits could 
reflect regular sweeping/room maintenance. This in-
terpretation would radically vary with the established 
histories of the site inasmuch as no buildings have 
been postulated within this area of the nunnery. Yet, 
arguing against this would be the fact that no demoli-
tion rubble sealed the upper mortar surface 'F. The 
only other plausible explanation for the sequence is 
that the division between the college and nunnery 
falls lower (between 'H' and 'I'/'J' or 'J' and 'K'), 
which could be supported by the late date of the pot-
tery in Layer 'E'. If so, the mortar spreads ('F' & 'H') 
could have been laid in association with primary col-
lege construction. 

VIII) The Master's Garden Burials 
(with K. Gdaniec and J. Miller) 

In August 1993, service trenches were dug across the 
Fellow's Garden and east into the Master's Garden. 
Upon the discovery of human remains within a junc-
tion pit excavated in the path immediately south of 
the Master's Lodge, a watching brief was maintained 
on the works with the remainder of the pit formally 
excavated (fig. 27; Gdaniec & Miller 1993). The con-
tractor's hand-dug trenches were approximately 
0.40-.50m wide and 0.45-.75m deep. No archaeologi-
cal remains were present within that north of the junc-
tion pit, although human bone fragments were found 
dispersed in rubble deposits at the base of the 30m 
long trench running eastwards to the chapel. The scat-
tered nature of the finds suggest derivation from 
nearby graves, perhaps disturbed through gardening 
or earlier service groundworks. Nine disturbed clus-
ters of human bones occurred in the base of the 20m 
long trench west of the pit. While no grave cuts were 
identified, these more substantive remains pointed to 
truncated in situ interments. 

The 1.50m square pit was hand-excavated to the 
top of the sandy gravel subsoil (1.15m deep; 6.62m 
OD); the buried soil being truncated by the bases of 
some of the graves to a maximum depth of 50mm. 
The soil matrix of the cemetery sequence, generally a 
mid yellowish brown fine friable silty sand, was exca-
vated in 0.10m spits to abet the distinction of graves. 
The articulated remains of whole skeletons, or groups 
of apparently associated bones, were collected to geth-
er and assigned individual numbers. Apart from one 
small Roman sherd and seven pieces of medieval pot-
tery (13-15th centuries), the attributable finds are of 
post-medieval date and include a fine double-sided 
single-piece bone comb (15-17th century). 

The earliest burials appeared to be either lying on, 
or were slightly cut into the buried soil against the 
north section. The greatest density of interments oc-
curred in the southern half, where a 'compressed' 
horizon of at least three levels of human skeletons 
(0.30m deep) comprised variously articulated, trun-
cated and displaced remains attested to an intense se-
quence of interment. At the lowest level, at least five 
individuals were represented. Grave cuts were sought 
to little avail, the truncation sequence of intercutting  

burials evidently affected all of the inhumations. 
Distinction was not assisted by the lack of coffin 
stains and fittings, which may reflect shroud burial. 
This could explain the compressed nature of the bur-
ial layer and the lack of discernible grave cuts, since 
the rapid backfilling of the grave would follow the 
contours of the body rather than fall flat upon a cof -
fin. Concentrated at the south end of the pit, above 
these was a layer dominated by long bones (generally 
aligned east-west). Two groups of paired skulls and 
fragments of others were also recovered from this 
level. It was apparent that the formal arrangements of 
the bones suggested that care had gone into their in-
terment. 

Examined by Prof. Gresham, initially the two 
skeletal groups - the co-mingled remains and parts of 
at least nine partially articulated burials - were 
analysed separately. This however revealed no clear 
differences with respect to sex, age, health status or 
stature. Amongst the minimum of 21 burials identi-
fied, were six males and five females. Reliable age de-
terminations could only be suggested on the basis of 
stages of tooth eruption and epiphyseal union, to-
gether with examination of the few pubic symphyses 
that survived. These gave ages of individuals from 7, 
9, 13, 21, 30-40 and 45+ years; one fragment of a 
mandible, less than six months age, may well have 
been a birth casualty. There were very few cases of 
debilitating disease. Of these potentially the most 
painful were one individual suffering from an ad-
vanced degenerative process affecting at least four 
cervical vertebrae, and another with an infection in 
the tibia. Apart from these, the only serious disease 
was present in the oral cavity. Evidence of trauma 
within the population is limited to a broken thumb 
and clavicle, neither having any long term conse-
quences for the individuals concerned. 

Nineteenth century investigations within the vicin-
ity of the chapel concentrated upon recovering the 
plan of the nunnery buildings; chance findings of 
human bone led to the suggestion that the burial 
ground of the nuns lay at the northeast end of the 
church and that of the parishioners to the southwest 
(Gray 1898: 64). Undifferentiated by age or sex, the 
mixed population recovered from the Master's 
Garden excavations confirms the attribution of the 
latter. As little dating evidence accompanied the buri-
als, it is not clear how early they occur in the history 
of the nunnery. While it is known that the nave of the 
nuns' chapel was used as a parish church until the 
mid-16th century, no documents record the consecra-
tion of the cemetery. Since the parishioners com-
prised, almost exclusively, the servants and farmers of 
the nuns (Morgan & Morgan 1914: 48), it must be as-
sumed that they would. have been buried in the 
church grounds from an early date. 

Concluding Observations 

Of the work to date, generally it would have to be 
said that the architectural investigations have proven 
more informative and 'speak' more directly of the 
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site's successive institutions than the excavations. 
Opposing views exist as to the origins of the college 
buildings. One is of near contemporary chroniclers 
such as Bishop West, and later Sherman and Willis 
and Clark, that early college records indicate (and 
confirmed to the latter by the ground plan) that 
Alcock constructed his new foundation on the 'skele-
ton' of the nunnery following its substantial demoli-
tion. The hall, Willis and Clark suggest, was built upon 
the Nun's refectory to form the north side of Cloister 
Court (1886 II: 119-22); West, Bishop of Ely 1515-33, 
wrote in the preamble of statutes drawn up some 
twenty years after Alcock's death in 1500: 

We find the College established and founded for one 
Master, 11 fellows and 6 boys, or, to speak more cor-
rectly, begun to be founded, and built and constructed 
afresh almostfrom thefoundations upwards by the same 
Reverend Father. 

(ibid: 117; emphasis added). 

The RCHM, however, stated that earlier commenta-
tors were incorrect in this matter and that most of the 
early college buildings were essentially adaptations 
with only limited demolition of nunnery fabric (1959: 
82). 

The investigations within the Halls, Kitchen and 
Gatehouse /School ranges would seem to confirm ear-
her opinion. Little of the nunnery buildings appear to 
have been reused and Alcock's conversion was far 
more extensive than a mere cladding of the nunnery 
fabric. Given the sensible incorporation of the chapter 
house masonry within the east range of Cloister 
Court, this could suggest that elsewhere the nunnery 
fabric was much less substantial (e.g. timber and 
daub) and was therefore reduced to ground level. 
This would correlate with the lack of re-used nun-
nery-derived stone in the hall, kitchen, gatehouse, 
and Grammar School ranges. The mass-building or 
'shell' technique of early college construction also 
suggests a 'sweeping' approach. Effectively, it was 
built throughout as if a hall inasmuch as, correspond-
ing to the layout of the Grammar School, in the post-
chapter house rooms the position of internal stud 
walls was not determined from the outset. Equally, 
the sequence of the college's construction suggests a 
facade-like organisation. That, having established the 
Cloister Court 'core', the first construction beyond it 
was the western School/ Gatehouse and Master's 
Lodge Range (with the north range of First Court only 
built one hundred and thirty years later in 1638-43) 
attests to the presentation of a unified and imposing 
architectural 'front' - a public face. 

Some degree of status is attested to in the provision 
of gardrobes for both of the rooms in the gatehouse 
and in the painted schema of the lower. 18  Its lavish 
decoration would not accord with any sense of 
monastic austerity and indirectly supports Willis and 
Clark's assertion that the design of early colleges de-
rived from manor houses/palaces and not monaster-
ies. Relevant, of course, is that, at least as reflected in 
the painted design of that room, these were indeed as- 

pirations - thefaked marbling of the fireplace and pre-
tend panelling. Like the painted extension of the tim-
ber wall onto the masonry in the east range (see 
Richmond above), 'truth to materials' seems unim-
portant and the college aspired beyond its material 
means. 19  In this regard these investigations, particu-
larly the chapter house and first storey gatehouse 
room, contribute to the history of interior design - 
'real' and fabricated materials, and what through time 
was visible or hidden (timber vs. masonry vs. wallpa-
pering) - variously the monumental display and 'do-
mestication' of institutional spaces (see Evans 1995a & 
c, 'The Archaeology of Rooms'). 

With the effective loss of the Gatehouse as a nun-
nery construction (or at least its standing fabric) 
knowledge of the nunnery has contracted to the area 
of the Cloister Court alone. Given the extent of the 
college's 'fresh' building, the plan of the preceding 
nunnery now becomes more open in terms of where it 
may lie. Cloister Court aside, that the college largely 
adopted or fossilised its layout can no longer be pre-
sumed. Accordingly, the recovery of mortar surfaces 
'low' in the First Court sondage takes on greater sig-
nificance. It is now conceivable that they may attest to 
an otherwise unaccounted nunnery building. 

In relationship to the nunnery, these investigations 
largely provide negative evidence. Nevertheless 
while not offering a new 'story', general points arise. 
Previous studies may have placed too much emphasis 
upon the Jesus Lane frontage largely due to the sup-
position that the college's gatehouse lies so far back 
off the street because of its nunnery foundation (as 
opposed to ready 'facading' along the line of the 
chapel). Given the nunnery's suburban situation im-
mediately northeast of the lower town defences, 
riverside access may have been as, if not more, im-
portant vis-a-vis its plan determination. In this con-
text, Richmond's observation that the normal 
southern arrangement of the cloister to chapel was re-
versed probably due to a northern water source is 
particularly relevant. Extending over 11.6ha, the 
grounds of St Radegund's were more than 3-5 times 
the size of the largest inner-town monastic holdings 
and are comparable to rural. monasteries. 20  Less 
'packed' within its site, there would not have been the 
same restriction upon its plan as those within the 
town's core. Nor would there need to have been the 
same emphasis upon the street - its design and setting 
are, in effect, rural. 

Another way in which the site's situation may 
have been influenced its layout is the provision of a 
parish church (Gray 1898: 21). Whilst chapels within 
monasteries located in the core of the town were pub-
lic, reflecting their relatively late establishment dur-
ing the 12-13th centuries, they did not serve as parish 
churches (these having already been established 
therein). Because St Radegund's effectively first 
colonised this extra-mural quarter, its interaction with 
the subsequent 'town' may have been greater. It has 
been argued that in the town-core chapels were situ-
ated within monastic grounds so as to act as a 'buffer' 
with the town (Dickens 1994). This may well have 
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been occurring at Jesus/St Radegund's, with the 
stand-off from the street being all the greater because 
of the need to provide a parish churchyard. That the 
Grammar School was open to non-residential pupils 
also attests to greater college/town interaction. Its 
suppression in 1570 and the loss of the parish church-
yard in the mid 16th century tells of greater separa-
tion between 'town and gown'. 

Therefore, in conclusion, the notion that much of 
the early college plan directly reflects that of the nun-
nery is in need of address. In the light of Alcock's re-
ligious affiliations, it would not have been surprising 
had he drawn upon monastic models when laying out 
his college. However, generic inspiration should not 
be confused with 'plan-fossilisatiori'. 
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Endnotes 

I  Approximately 12% of the area of the lower town within 
the King's Ditch was given to monastic holdings. 
Monastic excavations within Cambridge to date include 
the site of the Carmelite Friary at Queen's College 
(Addyman & Biddle 1965: 88-9), the Augustinian Friary 
(Cranage & Stokes 1921; Hunter 1991), the Black Friars at 
Emmanuel College (Dickens 1992 & 1994), the Grey Friars 
at Sidney Sussex (Dark 1984; Hind, Marsden & Evans 
1994) and the Hospital of St John's (Miller 1991). 

2 Only secondary sources have been used during the prepa-
ration of this study; no systematic search of the college 
archives has been carried out. 

3 The combination room or parlour may not be in its origi-
nal position. The arrangement of the block after its con-
version to college buildings suggest that the rooms east of 
the hall now occupied by the combination room and cellar 
were lodgings off G Staircase. It is possible that the larger 
room on the first floor in the northern third of the range 
was the original site. There is just enough room to allow 
access from the hall, indeed the plan drawn by Willis and 
Clark shows a recess, of door width, in the appropriate 
position (1886 IV: fig. 17). Whilst there is no conclusive ev-
idence for this theory, the form of both the plan and the el-
evation of the range support the idea. 

4 A letter in the College Archives of 20/5/1893 from J. 
Micklethwaite, the College's architect, includes his plans 
to display the arcade, a description of its architecture and 
outlines ensuing alterations to the rooms behind. The 
archives also include 'A Reminiscence of Osmond Fisher' 
and Gray's transcription of St John Hope's remarks on the 
cloister arches. 

5 The 1958 manuscript of the Royal Commission's report on 
the college notes that their own plan was drawn up fol-
lowing Gray's "pamphlet'. This presumably refers to 
Gray's 1898 account of the nunnery and not an otherwise 
missing site report. 

6 During the excavation of the sealing 'college' dump layer 
scorched fragments of a column shaft were recovered. 
Probably derived from the central column and clearly 
fractured through burning, this is indicative of the inten-
sity of the blaze. 

7 If just compact trample, this horizon may correspond with 
the 'tread' observed upon the burnt deposits and the divi-
sion noted within the [150] dumps. Where in the make-up 
the fractured column pieces were recovered was unfortu-
nately not detailed. 

8 A rebuilding line is visible in the plaster of the upper wall 
on the southern side of the hall, approximately lOOm 
below the roof. Whilst this could be (mis-)identified as the 
level of Alcock's building upon earlier fabric, that this di-
vision is also visible in the exterior brickwork shows this 
to be a post-conversion alteration. 

9 The pattern of alternating rubble and soil/tread layers 
within these foundations is reminiscent of 13th-14th cen-
tury footings of a Dominican Priory building recently Un-
covered in excavations at Emmanuel College (Dickens 
1994). 

10 The RCHM seems to have transposed details between the 
two tower rooms. It is a similarly positioned doorway in 
the first floor room which would have led onto the stair-
way. At the time of the tower's earliest use, the Master's 
Lodge was a storey lower than it is now; a doorway at this 



Archaeological and Architectural Investigations in Jesus College, Cambridge 	 143 

point could only have led out onto the roof. 
11 See Evans and Pollard forthcoming for a discussion of 

scholastic hall-type buildings and the general develop-
ment of the town's academic architecture. 

12 The CAU only had immediate access to the recess expo-
sure, the rest of the room having been re-panelled; the re-
mainder had however been documented through a fine 
series of RCHM photographs. 

13 Given that the 'niche room' falls within the reduced por-
tion of the nave the recess could not have been a window 
lighting the chapel. Since the college conversion it would 
always have opened onto a room on this side (i.e. was en-
closed). Moreover, the plaster render is uninterrupted 
with no evidence of a window frame. An oriel window of 
C. 1500 within the back wall of the hall's upper gallery pro-
vides comparable viewing upon the assembled fellowship 
(RCHM 1959: 93, p1. 144); within Christ's there is also a 
viewing niche between the chapel and Master's Lodge 
(Willis & Clark 1886 II: 217-8). 

14 Within this report Arabic numbers have been employed to 
distinguish phases; there is only the broadest correspon-
dence between its sequence and chapter house's 
('Nunnery'/'College'). 

15 Of small-medium ('hand') size, the longest recorded di-
mension of any daub fragment is 120mm with a maxi-
mum thickness of 70mm (eight pieces); all are only faced 
on one side indicating that the wall was thicker. 

16 137 pieces of iron were recovered from the excavation as a 
whole, of which one hundred derived from horizon [042]. 
The vast majority were nails; also found were various 
strap/clamp fragments, buckles and large bolts/spikes. 
Two notable finds were a knife handle and spur, the latter 
complete but for one arm (see Evans 1995b: Appendix 8). 
Interestingly enough given the quantity of roof tile recov -
ered, only one small piece of lead, probably for roofing, 
was retrieved (Square 'F'). 

17 The excavations produced a total of 42 fragments of pipe 
stem and bowl, of which 17th century types accounted for 
approximately 60%; amongst the 18 pieces from the mid-
den, none are earlier than c. 1650-1680, nor any later than 
C. 1780-1840 (see Pollard in Evans 1995b: Appendix 9). 
Eighty-three pieces of glass were recovered from the exca-
vation, of which only three were of medieval attribution 
(see Dickens in Evans 1995b: Appendix 7). 

18 Alcock himself apparently never resided within the Lodge 
and instead remained at Ely. In balance of arguments re-
lating to the aspirations of the college, equally important 
is the negotiation of the Master's space. Despite the reli-
gious affiliations of the first Master, it would be erroneous 
to directly link the chapel and the position/ offices of the 
Master. Their physical proximity at the heart of the college 
only occurred through time, the Lodge effectively shifting 
eastwards with the exchange of the gatehouse rooms for 
those adjacent to the chapel within Cloister Court. 

19 This ethos has been evoked in the 1995 painting of the 
main hall with the marbling effect of timber elements. 

20 For example, 8.7ha at Barnwell Priory; 12ha at Denny 
Abbey. Gray (1898) and Willis and Clark (1886 II: 115-6) 
agree that the nunnery and its precincts occupied the 
same site as the college. However, the land grants from 
Nigellus of Ely in c. 1133-69 (four acres) and Malcolm IV, 
King of Scotland and Earl of Huntingdon, in c. 1157-61 
only amount to 14 acres, not the 28.7 acres (11.6ha) of the 
college grounds. If this was the size of the nunnery, then it 
would equate with one third of the total area of the en-
closed lower town which it borders (36.5ha). Certainly a 
substantial holding, the degree to which rural/suburban 
monasteries were self-sufficient in arable /horticultural 

produce would contrast with their urban counterparts. 
See Gilchrist concerning the 'liminal' suburban situation 
of urban nunneries (1994: 64-5). Spanning the 11-14th 
centuries, north cloister-plan nunneries were not specific 
to a single order; St Radegund's is one of a number in East 
Anglia (Bungay, Chatteris, Crabhouse, Denny, 
Hinchingbrooke, Ickleton and Shouldham). Gilchrist re-
lates this arrangement of cloister and chapel to a tradition 
of symbolic association deriving from early medieval 
'double monasticism' (1994: 128-38). 
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Prehistoric Fields into Medieval Furlongs? 
Evidence from Caxton, Cambridgeshire 

Susan Oosthuizen 

Introduction 

The origins of medieval common field furlongs and 
their physical links with earlier field systems of pre-
historic and Roman Britain has been a puzzle which 
has exercised historians and archaeologists for many 
years. For example, 

"Of all the problems concerning Roman fields, one of 
the most insoluble has been what happened to them 
at the end of the formal Roman period. Most histori-
ans and many archaeologists have seen a complete 
break, at least in physical terms, between the field 
systems of Roman Britain and the common or open 
field systems of medieval England' 

(Taylor and Fowler 1978, 159). 
Evidence from Caxton, Cambridgeshire, explored in 
detail below, appears to show a prehistoric field sys-
tem incorporated into a later medieval open field sys-
tem, down to divisions into selions ploughed in 
characteristic 'C' and backward 'C' curves. 

The evidence for continuity from the field patterns 
of the prehistoric and Roman periods to the initial or-
ganisation of medieval common fields is both contra-
dictory and inconclusive. There are many places 
where prehistoric or Roman field systems survive as 
cropmarks overlain by later agricultural layouts. A 
large number of examples are known in 
Cambridgeshire and elsewhere, (e.g. in Cambridgeshire, 
Hall 1992; Malim 1993; Wait 1991). Similarly large 
tracts of Roman or earlier field systems appear to have 
survived in fenland and are also ignored by medieval 
open field organisation (Hall 1996). This pessimistic 
view of continuity appears to be confirmed by excava-
tion. For example, at Maxey, Cambs, excavation sug -
gested that medieval open field furlongs and furrows 
were laid out over the landscape as if it were a blank 
page, cutting across earlier settlements and fields 
(Addyman 1964). This experience has been replicated 
by those with most experience of medieval common 
field systems on the ground (Hall 1982, 46). 

Nevertheless, a faint blow for occasional examples 
of continuity has been struck in other places. In 
Cambridgeshire, at Teversham and Duxford, Roman 
or earlier ditches have been found consistently to un- 

derlie medieval headlands and furlong boundaries 
(Taylor and Fowler 1978, 159). Rackham has com-
mented that in Carm Field, Cambridge 'the ways and 
major balks were the remains of a planned grid, evi-
dently earlier than a Roman main road which sliced 
across them' (Rackham 1986, 176).1  The Royal 
Commission on Historical Monuments (RCHME) has 
noted that 'an early date can be inferred' for a co-axial 
field system at Tadlow, Cambridgeshire, lying parallel 
to the Cam valley and respected by both county and 
parish boundaries (RCHME, 1968). It has, though, as 
Taylor and others have noted, yet to be proved that 
these survivals are examples of continuity rather than 
reuse or simply coincidence. 

The argument has been complicated by the notion 
that champion and woodland settings may be at least 
partly responsible. Williamson has commented on 'a 
long history of piecemeal alteration' (my emphasis) in 
Essex and other parts of East Anglia which indicates 
that 'not only on the fertile and tractable clays, but also 
in marginal areas, much of the essential layout of the 
landscape in the "ancient countrysides" is of late pre-
historic or 

'
Romano—British origin' (Williamson 1986, 

242 and 245). The implication has been that continuity 
was more likely in woodland England than in cham-
pion areas since it did not suffer the large-scale de-
struction of ancient landscapes which occurred when 
the Midland system of open-field farming was intro-
duced in champion areas. 

It is true that many examples of apparently intact 
ancient landscapes have been found outside the 
Midland area - in western Britain (Hoskins 1988, 
20-22; HMSO 1970 and 1975), and in East Anglia 
(Wade-Martins 1987, 12-14; Williamson 1986, 243; 
Williamson 1993, 24-5; Warner 1997, 26). Rackham's 
portrait of South Elmham describes a typical example: 

'About 25 square miles divided into little fields by 
cross-hedges between bundles of parallel, not quite 
straight, main axes. There is no history of woodland 
or open-field; the medieval greens and meadows in- 
trude into the semi-regularity' 

(Rackham 1986, 156). 
At Caxton, in west Cambridgeshire, the fragmented 
parts of a pre-existing, perhaps prehistoric, co-axial 
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Figure 1. Topography of Caxton parish, South Cambridgeshire 

field system appear to have been fossilised within the 
open field furlongs and selions of its medieval land-
scape, some of which have survived into the modern 
period. This conclusion is based on the evidence of 
surviving field boundaries and medieval ridge and 
furrow, and is discussed below. If Caxton has been 
correctly interpreted, it has a dual importance to the 
debate outlined above: first, it is based on the physi-
cal evidence of field archaeology, rather than the early 
maps on which other reconstructions have necessari-
ly been forced to depend. Second, it lies in the 
planned countryside of lowland Britain, rather than 
in the zones of ancient countryside where so much of 
the physical evidence for co-axial field systems occurs 
(Rackham 1986, 3 Fig 1.3) 

Caxton 

Topography (Fig. 1) 	• 	. . • 
The parish lies at the head of a valley whose floor lies 
at about 45m OD between two ridges running paral-
lel and away to the southeast (TL 25/35). The Bourn 
Brook, a major tributary of the Cam, flows down this 

valley. The northern ridge carried a prehistoric route, 
later Romanised, between Eltisley and Cambridge, 
while the southern is a spur reaching out from the 
Ouse/Cam watershed towards the southeast into the 
Cam valley. The geology is mostly clay, with some al-
luvial land along the brook (Victoria County History 
V (hereafter VCH), 26). The Bourn Brook in Caxton is 
also the focus of a number of smaller streams which 
rise within the parish at the spring line about 60m 
OD. The present village centre lies about 500m east of 
the medieval church, on either side of Ermine Street, 
the Roman and later main road from London to York. 
It seems to have moved from the area around the 
church to its present site on previous common field 
land after a mid-13th century market grant (VCH V, 
32; Taylor 1982, 25). The 'C' and backward-'C' curved 
property boundaries of the settlement have fossilised 
the selions of a furlong which the shifted settlement 
colonised (RCHME 1968, 34-5; Taylor 1982, 24). 

A possible prehistoric field system? (Fig. 2) 
A close inspection of the relationship between these 
property boundaries and Ermine Street appears to re- 
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Figure 2. Medieval earthworks andfields, Caxton. Rept oduced with kind permission from RCHME (1968) West 
Cambridgeshire HMSO P. 43. Emphasis added. 

veal a pattern which has hitherto been masked by in- 	pattern lying on a roughly southwesterly/northeast- 
terest in medieval village development. The settle- 	erly axis north and south of the Bourn Brook. The ori- 
ment forms a rough square bisected into two triangles 	entation and slight irregularities of this system may 
by Ermine Street. Other property and field boundaries 	have been determined by the topography of the area: 
appear to extend this pattern into a generally co-axial 

	
first, since the Bourn Brook and the ridgeways are 
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aligned southeast/northwest, patterns based on these 
natural features will run at .  right-angles to them. 
Second, the underlying landscape rises over a series 
of hills and shallow valleys from the valley bottom - 
more sharply to the north than to the south of the 
Bourn Brook - affecting the regularity of the field pat-
tern. 

Figure 2 indicates the way in which Ermine Street 
appears to cut across these topographical, patterns 
and influences. 2  The relationship between Ermine 
Street and these boundaries is analogous to the rela-
tionships between Roman roads and earlier field sys-
tems at Dickleburgh and Yaxley in Norfolk 
(Wade-Martins 1987, 12-13; Williamson 1997, 24-28), 
and appears to reveal a pre-existing field system 
across the head of the Bourn valley. The patterns are 
rather less neat and extensive than those quoted 
above, perhaps because it is based on field evidence 
rather than on reconstructions from early maps. If this 
complex of fields had been laid out after Ermine 
Street was constructed, it would have been more like-
ly to have been based on the Roman road, at right-an-
gles to its actual alignment, like the furlong 
alignments on the higher slopes in Caxton away from 
the Bourn valley. Since there were only a few years be-
tween the Roman conquest and construction of the 
road, this now-fragmented field pattern is most un-
likely to have been laid out in the Roman period, and 
must predate it (VCH VII, 15). There is a similar ex-
ample of the same process at Bullocks Haste, 
Cottenham, where the early 1st century AD Car Dyke 
transects an earlier co-axial rural settlement (Pattison 
1996, 17). 

As Fig. 2 shows, medieval furlong boundaries else-
where in Caxton do not suggest that this apparent co-
axial field system continues up the valley slopes 
towards the higher ground. It is impossible to say 
whether this is because it has been lost or because it 
never existed. The evidence of infield/ outfield culti-
vation discovered by Tom Williamson on similar clay-
land hills and valleys in northwest Essex may be one 
possible explanation. These prehistoric fields may 
have formed an infield surrounded by unenclosed 
outfields on the higher clay slopes, the highest of 
which remained unenclosed throughout the medieval 
period as common pasture (Williamson 1984; 
Oosthuizen 1993). 

The survival of this field pattern is doubly interest-
ing. First, the RCHME map of medieval cultivation 
remains (Fig. 2) suggests that some of these pre-exist-
ing boundaries were reused as furlong boundaries 
when early medieval open field farming was intro-
duced in Caxton (RCHME 1968, 43). The selions with-
in the co-axial field pattern are aligned on the 
boundaries of these ancient fields; outside the co-axial 
field pattern they are aligned on other features, often 
in a completely different alignment, as discussed 
below. This implies that these earlier boundaries were 
still in use at the time the Midland system was intro-
duced. Second, this may not have been unusual, 
given similar examples at, for example, Great 
Eversden and Haslingfield . (Oosthuizen 1998a, 38; 

Oosthuizen 1996b, 19 n.10). The unusual facet of 
Caxton's history may not be the incorporation of the 
field system into the open field system, but rather its 
survival through the modern Enclosure movement 
simply because it had become fossilised by settlement 
and the concomitant 'ancient enclosures' which com-
monly grew up around the outskirts of villages dur-
ing the later medieval and early modern periods. 

Nonetheless, it should be emphasised that this ap-
parent co-axial system is at best fragmentary and in-
complete. The finer detail must have been cleared 
away altogether in the transition to common field 
farming. This is suggested by evidence from other 
parts of Britain about the size of prehistoric fields, 
which are usually considerably smaller than the fur-
longs considered here. In Dorset, RCHME noted that 
'Celtic' fields are generally between 0.25 to 1.5 acres in 
size, and that 'when they are square or short oval pro-
portions their sides are seldom over 70 yards long. 
There are however examples of long fields with 
lengths generally up to 130 yards.' (RCHME 1970, 
320). Similarly, at Grassington in North Yorkshire, 
most field plots are about 115m by 23m (Darvill 1997, 
62-3). 

It may be, however, that the tofts of the primary 
nucleated settlement at Caxton fossilised more detail 
of these prehistoric fields than did the medieval fur-
longs outside the settlement - in exactly the same way 
that the property boundaries of the later shifted vil-
lage preserved ridge and furrow of medieval selions 
around the market in Caxton. 

Figure 3 shows a field immediately south of the 
church which contains four alignments of medieval 
ridge and furrow, shown respectively on the map as 1, 
2, 3 and 4. These alignments are, in order, approxi-
mately 1.8 acres, 3.6 acres, 7.1 acres and 2.6 acres in 
area.3  RCHME has identified the northeastern bound-
ary of this field as part of the 'Village Street' and the 
southwestern boundary as the 'Back Lane' of the orig -
inal late Saxon nucleated settlement in Caxton 
(RCHME 1968, 43, Monuments 24(a) and (b)). It has 
suggested that divisions between the orientations of 
ridge and furrow within it may represent some of the 
original tofts of this settlement. The irregular sub-di-
visions of this field suggest that some of the original 
tofts may have been amalgamated with their neigh-
bours when the plots were converted to arable in the 
high middle ages, after their inhabitants moved to 
sites along the main road. 

Although these tofts are sited within the apparent 
co-axial system, they are still too large in area to be the 
remains of individual prehistoric fields. It is possible, 
though, that they preserve a palimpsest. The original 
tofts of the primary nucleation may have been creat -
ed out of one or two of the possible prehistoric fields. 
The original length of the tofts between the 'Village 
Street' and the 'Back Lane' appears to have been 
about 186 yards. While it is feasible to suggest that 
this may have been the original length of the earlier 
fields, it is more likely that they were about half this 
length, perhaps about 93 yards. This compares well 
with lengths in other parts of Britain, for example in 
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Dorset and North Yorkshire, where the length of 
'Celtic' fields varies from between 70 to 130 yards 
(RCHME 1970, 320; Darvill 1997, 62-3). The ratio be-
tween the length of these areas and their width is re-
markably regular in all except the last case, 
supporting the possibility that they were originally 
divided into smaller, regular compartments. 4  In any 
other context this regularity could be acceptably ex-
plained as part of the regularity of the medieval field 
system; however, the relationship between Ermine 
Street and these fields suggests a regular co-axial un-
derlying framework. 

Relationship between the prehistoric fields and the me-
dieval open field furlongs (Fig. 2) 
The orientation of the medieval furlongs to the north 
and south of these apparently co-axial fields lends 
some support to this interpretation. To the south, fur-
long boundaries are aligned on Ermine Street and run 
northwest/ southeast, at right angles to the smaller 
and perhaps older field boundaries at the heart of the 
settlement along the Brook. To the north, the medieval 
furlongs use Ermine Street and the Romanised ridge-
way running along the northern ridge as their axis, or 
the little streams which lead down from the minor 

valleys in the northeast towards the 
Bourn Brook. 5  These differences in 
alignment indicate that these furlongs 
are later extensions of arable up the 
valley slopes away from the core areas 
of farming along the Brook. 

Continuityfrom prehistoric to medieval 
cultivation 
The Royal Commission has mapped 
the medieval cultivation remains in 
the parish on the basis of surviving 
ridge and furrow and aerial pho-
tographs (RCHME 1968, 43, repro-
duced here as Fig. 2). These remains 
occur both inside the suggested pre-
historic field system and outside it. 
Ridge and furrow inside the co-axial 
field boundaries respects the orienta-
tion of these boundaries and masks 
their earlier origin. The general differ-
ence in size between these furlongs 
and 'Celtic' fields elsewhere suggests 
that although the wider pattern may 
be of considerable antiquity, much of 
the finer detail has been lost. 

Without (and even, perhaps, with) 
excavation it is not possible to say 
whether these fields were in continu-
ous use from the prehistoric into the 
Anglo-Saxon period. There are good 
agricultural grounds for suggesting 
that these small rectangular fields may 
have been fairly continuously cultivat-
ed, since they lie along the brook on 
the most tractable land in the parish. 
Furthermore, an hiatus in cultivation 

is unlikely to have occurred in the late Saxon period 
when open field farming was introduced, since this 
was a period when arable was being expanded. (e.g. 
Lewis et al. 1997, 175-7). Both these factors make it ex-
tremely likely that these small fields were still in use 
when common fields were introduced into Caxton - 
even if a break in their use had perhaps occurred in 
earlier, sub-Roman, centuries. VCH has underlined 
this point by commenting that 'arable farming pre-
dominated in Caxton from an early date' (VCH V. 31). 
Nor do the field names in and near the area in ques-
tion indicate woodland clearance. Woodland that sur-
vived for some time in the parish lay along the 
northern valley slopes well away from the area in 
question where a number of field-names indicating 
medieval woodland survive on these high clays 
(Rumble 1981, 26:42; VCH V. 29; RCHME 1968, 43). It 
seems likely that these elements of a potentially early 
field system may have been converted directly from 
pre-open field to open field agriculture without a 
break in cultivation other than that necessitated by 
the imposition of a new agricultural framework. 

The wider context [Fig. 41 
It is an interesting coincidence that the general pat- 
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tern 	of 	parish 	boundaries 	in 
Cambridgeshire between the Mare Way in 
the south and the Cambridge/Eltisley 
ridgeway in the north lies on a northeaster-
ly/southwesterly alignment. This pattern 
is based on the relationship between the 
Bourn Brook and its flanking ridgeways, 
and generally tends to ignore the Roman 
roads unless the parish boundaries are 
demonstrably late- 6  Furthermore, not only 
are the Roman roads in this area often 
ignored by parish boundaries, but they also 
cut across this topographically-based pat-
tern (Oosthuizen 1996a, 10; Oosthuizen 
1996b, 7). In the Bourn valley, even Ermine 
Street seems to be almost completely irrele-
vant. Caxton parish boundaries make vir-
tually no reference to it, while just to the 
south Longstowe and Bourn were almost 
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certainly once one unit and the use of 
Ermine Street as a parish boundary 
between these two parishes is late 
(Oosthuizen 1998b, forthcoming). Similarly 
the early-2nd century Roman road between 
Arrington and Cambridge is used as a 
parish boundary only once for a short dis- 
tance in the Bourn valley between Little Eversden and 
Harlton. Elsewhere it cuts across an older pattern 
which pays no attention to it. 

It is not argued here that the parish boundaries are 
themselves the remains of older land units. It is more 
likely that the trackways linking the valley bottom 
with the prehistoric ridgeways which flanked the 
Bourn Brook, and the co-axial field systems which ran 
down the valley sides survived for long enough to be 
used as boundaries when new Saxon estates came 
into being (cf. Williamson 1986). The importance of 
the alignment of the parish boundaries of west 
Cambridgeshire to these small fields at Caxton is sim-
ply to underline the point that the underlying settle-
ment and agricultural pattern of this area appears to 
owe more to the prehistoric period than has previous-
ly been realised. 

'It is as if a net were lowered gently over the land-
scape so that where it fell on flat ground the linear 
pattern of the net remains more or less unchanged, 
but where it fell on uneven ground the pattern of the 
net became deformed or distorted by the topography' 

(Warner 1997, 49-52) 
This net seems in west Cambridgeshire to have had 
its origins in the prehistoric period and to have 
formed the foundation for later use of the landscape. 

Conclusion 

Any conclusion must echo the seminal comments of 
Taylor and Fowler in work undertaken together and 
separately in the last twenty years (Taylor and Fowler 
1978; Taylor 1981). In 1978 Taylor noted that 'it seems 
possible that some late Roman ditched fields were ei-
ther taken over as going concerns by Saxon settlers or 
were still visible as boundaries when later Saxon 

0 	 5km 

farmers laid out their fields. . . These new fields pre-
sumably became furlongs and were subdivided into 
strips' (Taylor and Fowler 1978, 160). In the same 
paper Fowler suggested that an alternative may sim-
ply have been of 'Britons continuing to farm their 'an-
cient fields' well into the so-called Anglo-Saxon 
period' (Taylor and Fowler 1978, 161). Three years 
later Taylor commented that 

'Any discussions of the origins of open fields has to 
take into account the fact that, whenever or howev-
er the Saxons developed open fields, these had to be 
based on a prehistoric system of agriculture and 
field shapes and did not evolve in an empty coun-
tryside devoid of any remains of earlier farming' 

(Taylor 1981, 20). 
These points are as pertinent today when new discus-
sions of the development of villages and fields still 
often seem to find the question too difficult to con-
front. 

There is some physical evidence to lend support to 
these hypotheses, although it is not generally found 
in central and southern Britain, that is, the area com-
mitted to Midland cultivation during the Middle 
Ages. For example, Taylor has noted that 'in Wessex, 
there are, and were, vast areas of these ['Celtic'] fields, 
overlain by later, short-lived, medieval ridge and fur-
row. Though the ridge and furrow is or was only tem-
porary, and not part of a fully-developed open or 
common field system, it does show well how pre-ex 
isting field systems often controlled the layout of the 
later ridge and furrow. . .even though many of their 
boundaries are ploughed away' (C. C. Taylor, pers. 
comm.). 

It is important to reiterate the point that physical or 
documentary evidence of continuity from earlier field 
systems to open field systems in the common field 

Figure 4. Roman roads and parish boundaries in the Bourn Valley 



Prehistoric Fields into Medieval Furlongs? 
	

151 

areas of central and southern Britain is generally lack-
ing, since for the first time in Midland England, at 
Caxton, these hypotheses seem to receive the support 
of physical evidence. 

The importance of Caxton to the debate concerning 
the process of transition from earlier fields to me-
dieval open fields lies in its two key attributes: first, 
the apparent survival into the modern period of a 
fragmentary co-axial field system; and second, the re-
lationship between these ancient field boundaries and 
medieval cultivation remains which appears to show 
that these earlier fields were straightforwardly incor-
porated into the open field layout. At Caxton, where 
the process of transition is illuminated, it seems that it 
was the pattern of farming rather than the pattern of 
fields which was substantially changed by the intro-
duction of the Midland system. 

In Cambridgeshire many parishes lack the early 
maps which have allowed the reconstructions at 
places like Dickleburgh, and the enclosure map is 
often the earliest for the parish. It is possible that pre-
existing field systems may well have been more wide-
ly incorporated into common field agriculture than 
has previously been realised, only to be destroyed in 
the industrialisation of the landscape following the 
Agricultural Revolution - as this example at Caxton 
suggests. And perhaps the survival of earlier field 
systems in woodland areas may as much be because, 
lacking Midland open field systems, these areas also 
lacked the vandalism of the late 18th/early 19th cen-
tury enclosure movement. It might be the latter which 
is a contributing and significant factor, sweeping 
away wholesale the evidence of these earlier fields in 
Midland areas, as much as the intrinsic character of 
woodland landscapes. 

In Dorset, the Royal Commission noted that 'the 
most important factor governing [the surviving dis-
tribution] of 'Celtic' fields is differential post-Roman 
cultivation. . they are notably absent from the vicinity 
of existing villages' (RCHME 1975, 117). While the 
system at Caxton may have been preserved because it 
was incorporated into a late Saxon nucleated settle-
ment and open fields, there is a 'commonsense' ele-
ment to the Royal Commission's conclusion which 
'stands to reason'. It would be interesting to test this 
finding in Midland areas to see the extent to which 
the process of transition from dispersed to common 
field farming at Caxton was anomalous or orthodox. 

A further factor in the retention of this ancient 
landscape in the late Saxon period may have been the 
local social and political context within which it oc-
curred. Before the Norman Conquest, most of the 
land in Caxton - that is, 7 of the 10 hides at which the 
parish was assessed - was in the hand of 22 sokemen, 
with an average holding of between 18.3 - 37.5 acres 
each (Rumble 1981, 26:42). A similar situation at Great 
Eversden (where a large number of sokemen held all 
the land in the parish) appears to have resulted in the 
retention of the physical boundaries of some earlier 
fields within the reorganisation of agriculture into the 
three-field system. 

The implication may be that the introduction of the 

Midland system in those parishes which were largely 
or wholly held by sokemen was achieved by consen-
sus. This consensus may have received physical ex-
pression in the retention of the underlying layout of 
the original field system through the use of some ear-
her boundaries as furlong boundaries, while the 
smaller subdivisions of these early fields were 
'rubbed out' to create furlongs which were large 
enough to accommodate selions. Those in west 
Cambridgeshire usually vary at between 140 and 260 
yards in length, which would have been too long for 
the smaller pre-open fields, so necessitating some ad-
justment. What seems to have changed at Caxton 
(and at Great Eversden) at the introduction of the 
open fields was the way in which fields were used 
rather than the general outlines of the prehistoric 
fields themselves (Oosthuizen 1998a, 38). 

Further work is needed to throw more light on the 
social mechanisms involved, and, in particular, 
whether the occasional retention of ancient fields in 
the new two or three field systems, as exemplified 
here, may have been related to the structure of the 
local social hierarchy and patterns of smallholder 
ownership. 
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Endnotes 

I  There may be some doubt about the attribution of this 
field system since the line of the Roman road from 
Arrington to Cambridge which underlies it was lost 
before the medieval field system was laid out. It cannot 
therefore be shown that the road post-dated the fieldsys-
tem. It may be more likely that the opposite is the case, 
that is, that the medievalfurlongs cut across the line of the 
Roman road because the latter had become redundant by 
the time the open fields were laid out. The relationship 
between this road and the medieval furlongs in the west 
fields of Cambridge is therefore different from that 
between Ermine Street and the medieval furlongs in 
Caxton. The line of Ermine Street appears to have been 
under fairly consistent use since its construction, implying 
that the fields which it transects must be of an earlier date. 

2 The antiquity of the field and property boundaries which 
make up this co-axial system is attested by a map of 
1749-50 which shows them as ancient enclosures 
(Cambridge University Library Maps, R.B.10). 

3 Their approximate areas are as follows: 1. is about 46.5 x 
186 yards; 2. is about 93 x 186 yards; 3. is about 186 yards 
square and 4. is about 69 x 196 yards. 

4 The ratio between their length and their width is approx-
imately as follows: 1. has a ratio of 1:4; 2. haS a ratio of 1:2; 
3. has a ratio of 1:1, while 4. has a ratio of 1:2.6. 

5 A similar process appears to have evolved at the Creakes, 
North Norfolk, where known and likely Roman roads 
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seem to have influenced the layout of fields which were 
were laid out parallel to these routes (Hesse 1992). I am 
grateful to Dr Hesse for drawing this example to my atten-
tion. 
This contrast is made all the more startling when one 
looks at other Roman roads in the county: the 
Godmanchester-Cambridge road is a parish i. boundary 
along most of its length, as is Ermine Street south of the 
Mare Way; Wool Street, the road leading from Cambridge 
to the southeast, is also extensively used as a parish 
boundary, and so too is Akeman Street, leading from 
Cambridge to Ely. 
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Medieval Pottery from Cambridge 
Sites in the Bene't Street - Market area 

David Edwards and David Hall 

Introduction 

The urban archaeology of Cambridge still remains 
poorly developed. Like many towns, it suffered con-
siderable depredations in the 1960s and 1970s, both in 
the heart of the medieval town and in the area of the 
Roman settlement on Castle Hill (Addyman and 
Biddle 1965).1  A series of rescue excavations in both 
areas made efforts to mitigate the effects of develop-
ment work, but while much valuable information was 
recovered, particularly with regard to Roman 
Cambridge, such work has as yet contributed relative-
ly little to our understanding of the development of 
the medieval lower town. Unlike many towns, Oxford 
being an obvious comparison, very few opportunities 
for investigating substantial areas of town blocks, and 
especially street frontages, have presented themselves 
over the last 30 years, and indeed the likelihood of op-
portunities appearing in the foreseeable future ap-
pears slight. It is ironic that, while the history and 
architectural wealth of the University and collegiate 
buildings have attracted considerable attention, the 
medieval face of the 'Town' remains largely unknown. 

Many questions, both general and specific, still re-
main unanswered concerning the development of 
Cambridge. Little hard evidence has yet been found 
concerning the early medieval history of the town out-
side the Castle Hill area where there seems to be 
substantial pre-Conquest occupation. However, Saxo 
Norman pottery, albeit often poorly dated, occurs 
quite widely, while the presence of pre-Conquest 
churches points to the existence of an extensive settle-
ment, within and possibly extending beyond the 
King's Ditch. More generally, questions concerning the 
character of medieval settlement, the development of 
street layouts, localising industrial or trade areas or 
the use-history of plots have yet to be explored ar-
chaeologically. 

Opportunities for developing the study of the ma-
terial culture of medieval Cambridge in all its mani-
festations must also be considered. At a basic level, 
ceramic studies within Cambridgeshire as a whole re-
main poorly developed (Mellor 1994) both in our 
knowledge of production sites and the character of  

medieval assemblages. Pottery studies in this region, 
still focused primarily on defining chronologies, re-
main largely dependent on the pioneering work of 
Hurst (1956, 1957, 1959) and results of excavations at 
Wintringham (Beresford 1977) and Denny Abbey, 
Waterbeach (Coppack 1980), the only sites which had 
produced substantial stratified deposits. Within 
Cambridge itself, only small groups have been pub-
lished (Addyman and Biddle op. cit; McCarthy 1974), 
material from the limited rescue excavations associat-
ed with the many city centre developments of the 
1960s and 1970s remaining largely unpublished. More 
ambitious analyses, concerned with, for example, 
function and social context (Brown 1997, 
Cumberpatch 1997) have yet to begin. 

Ceramic studies form only one element of broader 
research interests concerned with patterns of medieval 
subsistence and consumption within Cambridge. 
There is also considerable potential to compare and 
contrast assemblages of all forms of material relating 
to the various components of the medieval town, the 
University and the religious houses being of particular 
interest. In view of the substantial property holdings 
of religious houses, for example, Cambridge repre-
sents a particularly interesting townscape within 
which to investigate the archaeological manifestations 
of the Dissolution. The impact of the Dissolution on re-
ligious houses is of course well known. Locally, the 
end of Denny Abbey provides particularly valuable 
archaeological material associated with this period, re-
peating a pattern encountered at sites such as the 
Austin Friars, Leicester (Mellor and Pearce 1981), and 
the monastic grange at Sawtry (Moorhouse 1971), with 
highly distinctive demolition horizons. As at Denny 
Abbey, such episodes commonly saw the dumping of 
substantial quantities of domestic artefacts, especially 
pottery. Such well-dated groups have potential not 
only for refining ceramic chronologies but also for 
analysis of well-contexted assemblages and their com-
position. 

Since 1990, Cambridge Archaeological Unit has 
maintained a significant presence within the town, ex-
ploring a range of sites spanning most periods of its 
history, providing amongst other finds several 

Proceedings of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society LXXXVI pp. 153-168 
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Figure 1. 

important pottery groups. 2  Some excavations have 
dealt with parts of the Roman suburbs at New Hall 
(Evans 1996), while on Castle Hill quantities of 
Roman and Middle Saxon material, albeit much dis-
turbed, have recently been recovered (Alexander 
1996). Within the lower town, excavations at St. John's 
College (Dickens 1996) have revealed important 
groups of medieval material, primarily of the 
11th-43th centuries, while three excavations within 
the town block southwest of the Market produced 
other groups, mainly of the later medieval and early 
post-medieval periods. This latter group is discussed 
here, with a brief review of the archaeological and 
documentary evidence for this town block, 3  and 
forms the first of what is hoped will be a series of syn-
thetic reports on recent work within Cambridge. 

The Excavations 

Major building works carried out during 1994-1995 
associated with the rebuilding of the Arts Theatre and 
construction of new facilities for Corpus Christi 
College were accompanied by excavations by 
Cambridge Archaeological Unit within the city-centre 

block bounded by Bene't Street, King's Parade (the 
medieval High Street), St. Edward's Passage and Peas 
Hill, at the southern end of the market place. The lo-
cation of these sites and their restricted surface cover-
age meant that they had limited potential to address 
questions concerning the development of the town 
block and the history of individual properties (Fig. 1). 
Both the Bene't Court and Bath Hotel sites lay in areas 
that were probably used as rear yards and gardens in 
the medieval period. The small area at St. Edward's 
Passage was located in a long-established lane but, as 
indicated by late 16th century maps, was probably the 
one area of street frontage which had not been devel-
oped by that date. Later cellaring along the lane 
frontage had also removed any late medieval and 
early post-medieval deposits. 

Documentary sources indicate that the street 
frontages of the block were fully built-up by the 14th 
century, with the exception of a small area along St. 
Edward's Passage, but the interior of the block re-
mained largely undeveloped. 4  Bene't Court site lies to 
the rear of a messuage fronting King's Parade (proba-
bly Nos. 5-9), owned by Anglesey Abbey from the 
mid 14th century. The frontage was leased out, but a 
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garden at the rear appears to have been reserved by 
the Abbey. The Bath Hotel site appears to represent 
the extreme west end of the property occupied by the 
White Hart inn by the 1440s, which fronted on to Peas 
Hill. Houses and garden properties along St. 
Edward's Passage were being divided from main 
properties fronting either King's Parade or the Market 
frontage, the excavation area falling close to the 
boundary between the two. 

Bene't Court 
The largest site investigated, Bene't Court (Edwards 
1996), lay to the rear of the King's Parade frontage 
(Nos. 7-11). Evidence for early activity was negligible, 
with only a single Middle Saxon sherd identified and 
small quantities of Saxo-Norman wares potentially of 
10th or 11th century date. The first significant activity 
on the site may date to the 13th or possibly late 12th 
centuries, a phase marked by widespread pitting 
across the site, almost certainly for gravel extraction. 
Generally backfilled with existing soils, the pit fills in-
corporated small quantities of Saxo-Norman and later 
pottery, but they do not appear to have been used for 
rubbish disposal in a more formal way. A sondage on 
the east side of the site revealed structural remains, 
probably broadly contemporary with, and respected 
by, the quarrying activities, and a well in the centre of 
the site. Sherds from the fills suggest a 13th century 
date for its abandonment. 

Quarrying was followed by a relatively well-de-
fined 'agricultural' phase (Phase III) over much of the 
site, marked by a widespread horizon of silty clay 
soils, its lower levels representing the turned and re-
turned upper fills of the pits. Limited sherd material 
indicates a broadly 14th century date for this phase. 
Two wells were latterly sunk though these layers and 
infilled, probably in the late 14th century. A single 
beam slot and two post settings indicate the presence 
of buildings along parts of the north edge of the site, 
providing a first suggestion of land division. This be-
came clearer in Phase IV, spanning the 15th century, 
with the laying-out of a gravelled surface or lane 
across the north of the site, subsequently weathered 
and patched. Postholes running across the area may 
represent a boundary wall that was further raised fol-
lowing resurfacing of this lane. The centre of the site 
appears to have remained open, while a cobbled sur-
face, relaid in gravel, covered parts of its south end. 
This surface was somewhat lower than contemporary 
levels to the north, reflecting the absence of build-ups 
of agricultural soils in this area. A further resurfacing 
at the north end of the site was linked with the first 
stone wall construction on the site of coursed flint, 
seen in the north baulk. 

The northern boundary was re-established and 
maintained by substantial east—west walls running 
across the site. Floors, some possibly tiled, and struc-
tural elements on its north side indicate the presence 
of buildings there. The wall was then rebuilt and 
shifted just to the north, with foundations in brick and 
clunch, probably a wooden superstructure, and at 
least one internal partition wall running to the north. 

Areas to the south appear to have remained open, 
with a stone-lined well inserted near the east edge of 
the site. 

Phase V activity, dating to the late 15th and early 
16th century, saw more pits dug on both sides of the 
northern wall and through existing surfaces at the 
south end of the site. A section of a substantial 
north—south ditch, possibly marking the back end of 
the plot was found behind No. 9 King's Parade. The 
fills of most of the features were notable for including 
quantities of demolition material and domestic de-
bris, including important groups of pottery and 
leather shoes. 

In the later 16th century, the southern part of the 
site to the rear of No. 8 King's Parade was resurfaced 
as a yard, with a well. This was probably bounded to 
the north by new clunch walls along the line of the 
present No. 9, enclosing a brick cellar. The area to the 
north remained open, with a number of pits being cut. 
The yard area was latterly cut away by a massive pit 
that was later filled with organic-rich deposits, large-
ly consisting of stableyard sweepings or similar mate-
rial, covered with rubble and again resurfaced. 

Despite the limited areas investigated a number of 
conclusions can be drawn. For most of the medieval 
period, the area to the rear of Nos. 8-9 King's Parade 
appears to have been open. Used for gravel quarrying 
during the 13th century, subsequently given over to 
gardens, the location of a number of wells close to or 
over later property boundaries suggest this area was 
undivided, and may well have lain within the 
'Garden of the Priory of Anglesey'. By the 14th centu-
ry however, the first of a number of structures and 
lane ways appear to the north, in the area behind 
No. 10 King's Parade. The sequence of walls and 
gravel surfaces in this area indicates a tenement be-
hind No. 11 King's Parade with a lane and property 
wall along its south side, the lane probably giving ac-
cess to King's Parade, along the north side of the 
Priory of Anglesey property. While the central area 
may have remained open, the first cobbled yards at 
the south end of the site may also have been accessed 
from part of this property. 

Demolition and dumping episodes are likely to 
date to the mid 16th century, when there were other 
changes to the site. After this, wall lines to the rear of 
No. 9 were extended to the east, possibly marking an 
expansion of this property, with a surfaced yard and 
well to the south. The rear of No. 10 . still remained 
open, probably as a yard with buildings to the north, 
and a well was later dug here. 

St. Edward's Passage 
A further small site was investigated during 1995 in 
the centre of the northern frontage of the town block 
at No. 7 St. Edward's Passage (Mortimer 1995). The 
area measured c. 12m x 5m of which only half was 
available for excavation due to cellars and standing 
structures. Later cellars and buildings had removed 
almost all late and post-medieval stratigraphy, with 
only cut features surviving. 

Most of these features were gravel pits. Cut in a 
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fairly random pattern, they reflect piecemeal quarry-
ing activities. Backfills were predominantly rede-
posited soil layers including little artefactual material 
although three pit groups seem to have been used for 
rubbish disposal. Sparsity of finds, absence of water-
laid fills and unweathered sides of the pits all suggest 
that they were dug and backfilled within a relatively 
short period. The pitting sequence cannot be precise-
ly dated and the possibility remains that much of the 
ceramic material may be residual. However, the earli-
est seven pits produced sherds of exclusively Saxo-
Norman types including St. Neots, Thetford and 
Stamford wares. In view of the lack of later material 
and the likelihood that material was incorporated in 
the pits from previously dumped material, a 12th cen-
tury or even earlier date cannot be discounted. 

A wicker-lined well at the west side of the site 
could not be stratigraphically related to the pits. 
However, as its fill included 13th and 14th century 
sherds and it is located in an area undisturbed by pit-
ting, the well may be contemporary with, and re-
spected by, the latest of the quarries. 

Foundation work to the south of the site also ex-
posed an lim north—south section which extended to-
wards the Bath Hotel site, crossing the rear of the 
plots 3-5 Peas Hill. Although not available for exca-
vation, the exposed section again revealed extensive 
pitting but no evidence for medieval structures. The 
earliest pits seem likely to be for gravel extraction al-
though the significance of others remains uncertain. 
Some may have been linear ditch features. A well at 
the south end of the section probably lay at the ex-
treme rear of the No. 5 Peas Hill property. 

Bath Hotel 
Excavations to the rear of the Bath Hotel were also 
limited, not penetrating beneath the projected foun-
dation levels, leaving earlier medieval levels unexca-
vated (Edwards 1997). 5  Due to this it was not possible 
to confirm whether the same pattern of intense quar -
rying occurred in this area. Much of the area was 
taken up by a series of late medieval pits or tanks 
which had removed much of the earlier stratigraphy, 
although ephemeral traces of probably 14th-century 
floors were recorded on the east side of the area. 
Latterly the area appears to have been built over, 
probably by a workshop or outbuilding rather than a 
domestic structure. The main features were truncated 
and recut tanks, several with wooden linings and clay 
floor surrounds. The best preserved was nearly 
square. Their function remains unclear, although tan-
ning remains a possibility. Artefactual and faunal re-
mains recovered from this small site were limited, 
largely confined to dumps infilling the largest of the 
tanks with material very similar to the major dumps 
from Bene't Court and again likely to date to the mid 
16th century. 

The Pottery 

Each context from all three sites had its sherds as- 
signed to a particular fabric type. Well-known fabrics, 

such as the three Saxo-Norman types, presented no 
difficulty. Some sherds were given temporary fabric 
numbers during analysis. As work progressed, the 
temporary fabric types were better defined, with the 
addition of variants. Some local fabrics occurred in 
small quantities and were found to have little signifi-
cance, others were recognised as major types. In some 
cases these were firmly identifiable from parallels in 
neighbouring production centres or collections. An 
archive was prepared containing notes on the forms 
and fabrics of all significant sherds, the number of 
rims, bases etc, likely identifications of fine wares, 
and data from any cross-context refitting of sherds. It 
is possible to work out the minimum numbers of ves-
sels from this archive. 

Pottery from Bene't Court consisted of 1,252 sherds 
weighing 48.25kg, including complete vessels. The as-
semblage contained one abraded Roman mortarium 
piece and one Middle Saxon sherd. The earliest mate-
rial was Saxo-Norman, traditionally dated to the 
9th-12th centuries. Early St. Neots wares, charac-
terised by a soapy fabric and small vessel forms, oc-
curred in a several contexts, some of them probably 
disturbed. There was a quantity of early medieval to 
14th century material which, like the earlier sherds, 
was largely recovered from pit fills and agricultural 
soils rather than relating to buildings and occupation 
levels. 

Saxo-Norman material (72 sherds) represents 5.8% 
of the assemblage. Medieval sherds, predominantly 
of the 13th and 14th centuries, number 222 (or 17.8%). 
Coarse reduced sandy wares (F8) dated to the 15th-
16th centuries. Of particular interest was material 
from a ditch/gully which contained unbroken pots 
and vessels of which more than 50% was recon 
structable from a few large pieces. This group includ-
ed 26 'complete' vessels. Several other reconstructable 
vessels from the initial site clearing, carried-out by the 
contractors, were almost certainly associated with the 
group. 

Most of the assemblage consists of 15th and early 
16th century East Anglian sandy wares (662 sherds, 
53%). When oxidized these are often called Orange 
Sandy Wares (Coppack op. cit: 224). They also occur in 
reduced fabrics. In this assemblage the oxidized fab-
rics have been subdivided into six types (F7, F9, FA, 
FlU, F10A and F11) which include sgraffito and white 
slip wares from Colchester and Hedingham, Essex 
(446 sherds, 35.7%). Reduced versions of fabrics oth-
erwise identical to the oxidized materials were subdi-
vided into three types (F3, F10B, F12; 208 sherds, or 
16.6%). Slip decorations rarely occur on the reduced 
forms (cf. Cumberpatch 1997). These fabrics occur 
with imported stone wares, small quantities of other 
Continental material, Netherlands tin glaze (7 
sherds), pseudo-Beauvais sgraffito (4 sherds), English 
Cistercian Wares and Tudor Green Wares. As a whole 
the group, comprising 804 sherds or 68.8% of the ma-
terial, falls into the early part of the 16th century ac-
cording to Continental parallels and has many 
similarities to well-dated material at Denny Abbey. 

Imports are mostly stonewares and form 8.8% of 
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the total (117 sherds). Expressed as a total of the early 
16th century group they are 14.7%. The main part of 
the Tudor assemblage, with its complete pots, is a 
group of major importance which shows what forms 
were used in Cambridge at the time, as well as pro-
viding a type series of contemporary fabrics and 
forms. The latest material is mainly 17th century, with 
sherds of Staffordshire vessels, tin glazes, and some 
manganese speckled and Ely 'Babylon' type iron-
glazed wares. Only a very small quantity of 18th cen-
tury and later material was recovered. 

Material from St. Edward's Passage consists of 102 
sherds, weighing 2.88kg, many of them large and 
from undisturbed stratified contexts. All of the three 
Saxo-Norman wares are present, 50% of the total. 
Some of the small St. Neots vessels are probably 11th 
century or earlier. There are a few developed St. Neots 
Wares and one Stamford sherd. A single sherd of a 
grey ware vessel of a 12th century type found at St. 
John's College Cambridge, and one Lyveden type 
sherd (Rockingham Forest, Northants) occurred with 
a glazed jug of Essex type decorated with a red slip 
band. 

The Bath Hotel site produced 427 sherds (8.52kg). 
The largest single group (22% by number, c. 60% by 
weight) came from dump deposits associated with in-
filling of the latest pits/tanks. From their large sherd 
size and general appearance, they have much in com-
mon with the Bene't Court dumps of the first half of 
the 16th century. Remaining earlier contexts have no 
stone ware imports, and contain mainly 15th century 
Essex wares with some material from the 14th centu-
ry. Essex wares begin to reach Cambridge in the late 
14th century, according to evidence from this site, a 
date confirmed by the presence of Brill and Grimston 
wares. 

Pottery Fabrics 

Cambridgeshire medieval and later pottery 
Saxon and medieval pottery studies in 
Cambridgeshire began with the pioneering work of 
Hurst, based on the material held at Cambridge 
University Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology. Other more exotic material from 
Cambridge is also known (Bushnell and Hurst 1953), 
and small groups were published by Addyrnan and 
Biddle (op. cit.), but, as noted above, excavations of 
substantial stratified deposits, until recently, were 
limited to Wintringham and Denny Abbey. This last 
site produced a well-dated assemblage based on ar-
chitectural phasing, from which a useful type series 
was prepared (but which is not readily 
accessible). More recently (1992-6), assemblages 
have come from several sites in Cambridge, Ely and 
elsewhere in the county, mainly excavated by 
Cambridge Archaeological Unit and Cambridgeshire 
Archaeological Field Unit. 

Studies of pottery in the county have been ham-
pered by the absence of known kiln sites. This has 
now been improved by the discovery of sites at Come 
(Healey et al. forthcoming) and Ely (Robinson and 

Spoerry, forthcoming). The Ely site was only discov -
ered in 1995. Other kilns around the fen edge at 
Grimston, Blackborough End (Middleton) and King's 
Lynn, Norfolk, and in Lincolnshire at Bourne and 
Toynton All Saints, served a wide area of the Fenland 
and beyond, particularly in the 14th century. From the 
15th century the local kilns seem to have been largely 
superseded by material from Essex and places further 
south. 

Early Fabrics 
The three well-known fabrics of Saxo-Norman pottery, St. 
Neots, Thetford and Stamford Wares, fully described by 
Hurst and Kilmurrey (1980), occur in early pit fillings at 
Bene't Court. None has been drawn as there are no large 
groups. The latest St. Neots fabrics have a sand content and 
some are oxidized to a pink colour (Hall 1996a). Forms are 
all standard; St. Neots jars, jugs, and bowls with inturned 
and hammerhead rims. Pink fabrics and large forms of de-
veloped St. Neots Ware occur less frequently, while a single 
sherd of hard grey 12th century fabric, also identified at St. 
John's College and occurring with Saxo-Norman wares, was 
found at Bene't Court. 

Fabrics of the 13th-15th centuries 
Brill-Boarstall, Bucks. 

Pinkish buff ware; jugs decorated with green speckled 
lead glaze (Ivens 1978). Sherds were found in three pit 
fills (5 sherds). Another possible source is Hertfordshire 
(Jenner and Vince 1983). 

Colchester, Essex (Fabrics FlU, F10A, Fil) 
Fine orange sandy ware, often decorated with a white 
slip (Cunningham 1982; Cotter forthcoming). Sherds of 
jugs with slip are illustrated in Fig. 2, 22-24. Many 
sherds occur in the later contexts, there being 28 with 
white slip decoration (FlO). The plain sherds F1OA (fine 
wares) and Fli (coarse wares) are probably also from 
Colchester. They occur as the major fabric of the main 
Tudor group (Figs. 4-5). Reduced wares in similar fab-
rics, not yet confirmed as Colchester products (F1OB), are 
shown in Fig. 2, 34-35. 

Ely and Come, Cambs. (Fabric F4) 
Coarse wares containing white grits and some sand (99 
sherds identified, 8%), often both surfaces have a pimply 
green glaze. Colne products are slightly finer than Ely 
(Hall in Alexander, 1996). Production at Ely began by the 
13th century, and many of the 14th and early 15th centu-
ry coarse wares are likely to be from there. A definite ex-
ample of Ely ware is illustrated in Fig. 2, 27. 

Grimston, Norfolk 
Sandy ware, normally reduced grey but can be oxidized 
pink or red. Decorated with applied strips often contain-
ing iron (Jennings 1981; Leah 1994). All sherds are prob-
ably from jugs. A total of 14 body sherds was recovered. 
A fragment with a slip flower motif is shown in Figure 3, 
16. One sherd may be an Ely copy of Grimston with grit-
ty fabric. 

Hedingham, Essex (Fabric F9A) 
Orange sandy ware with 'mica' dusting; clear or green 
glaze, and sometimes white slip decoration (Huggins 
1972). Classified as fabrics F9 and FlO at Bene't Court (74 
sherds), which also includes sgraffito (see below). 
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Sgraffito. (F9) 
Fine orange sandy ware, with patterns incised through a 
white slip and clear glaze with speckles of green copper 
on the upper parts (Bushnell and Hurst op. cit.). Probably 
decorated Colchester or Hedingham Ware. Two sherds 
are illustrated in Fig. 3. Eight sherds found, with 13 more 
having slip that might be part of sgraffito jugs. Some 
plain orange sandy wares (F10A, Fil) may be from the 
lower parts of such sgraffito jugs. An example of the 
same fabric (with no sgraffito) occurs reduced, as a grey 
sherd with all-over white external slip and green speck-
led glaze. 

Reduced (grey) sandy wares (Fabrics F8, FlUB, F12) 
Coarse reduced dark sandy ware (78 sherds). Probably 
mainly a 15th century fabric but can be later. No source 
identified. Illustrated sherds are in Fig. 2, 29-30. Fabric 
lOB has fine mica (probably reduced F10A) - 63 sherds, 
two illustrated Fig. 2, 34-5. Fabric F12 is light grey, with 
little sand and some mica (107 sherds), Fig. 2, 31-33). 

Post medieval wares, 16th-17th centuries 
Babylon (Ely), red earthenware with black or brown iron 
glaze (12 sherds including large vessel parts), made at 
Ely (Hall 1996b), King's Lynn (Clarke and Carter 1977) 
and elsewhere. Mainly a 17th century fabric, but the 
Cistercian sherd (Fig. 5, 64) may be an Ely copy of 
Cistercian Ware. This is normally a hard, vitrified dark 
fabric with a lustrous purple-brown glaze (Brears 1967). 

Stonewares 
Off white and dark grey vitreous fabrics imported from 
the Rhineland and elsewhere during the 15th-17th cen-
turies (Hurst et al. 1986; Gaimster 1987). Sherds of 
Siegburg (1) and Langewehe (1) were recovered, but 
most of the material in the main Tudor group was early 
Frechen (74 sherds), with some Raeren (28 sherds), Figs. 
4-5,57-60. 

Tin glazed wares 
Cream buff fabrics with white tin glaze, underglaze blue 
and polychrome (Hurst et al. 1986). Part of a vessel of 
North Netherlands Maiolica with blue and brown floral 
decoration is shown in Fig. 3, 38. 

The Drawn Pottery (Figs. 2-7) 

All vessels illustrated at 1:4, except sherds and small 
vessels in Figure 4 at 1:2. 

Bene't Court - Medieval 
Early sandy ware 

Pedestal lamp in fine, hard, dark grey sandy ware. 
Occurs with two St. Neots sherds and two early sandy 
medieval sherds. Similar to an example from Angel 
Court, Trinity College, dated to the 12th century 
(Addyman and Biddle 1965: 110, Fig.15, Al/1). 

13th century, sherds 
A group of 13th century sherds, also including a Middle 
Saxon sherd and with all three Saxo-Norman types came 
from the Phase III agricultural horizon. Presumably some 
mixing of features or soil horizons occurred; 42 sherds in all. 

Jar rim in pink late St Neots fabric. 
Jar rim in buff sandy fabric with some white grits, simi-
lar to later Ely and Come fabrics. 

Jug rim in similar fabric with squared rim. (cf. Addyman 
and Biddle 1965: Fig. 15, P12/3, P12/5). 
Cooking pot in gritty fabric with some sand; red exteri-
or and grey-pink inner surfaces. (cf. Jennings 1981: Fig. 5, 
305). 
Hard sandy fabric with white grits; three rows of roulet-
ted decoration. 

From pit E86 came a group of 34 sherds including Nos. 7-10, 
with one St. Neots Ware. 

Cooking pot rim in pink late St. Neots fabric. 
Open bowl in sandy ware with white grits; pink surface, 
dark grey core. 
Rim of large jug in pink sandy, gritty fabric, akin to Ely 
and Come types. 
Jug rim in similar fabric to No. 9. 

ii) Cooking-pot rim from fill of pit/quarry (4 sherds), 
slightly sandy with white grits; dark pink and black-
ened. 

Context [219], a quarry fill, had 12 sherds that included two 
Stamford Ware pieces and two Grimston sherds. 

Cooking pot in sandy gritty fabric, buff and darkened. 
Large cooking pot in hard sandy gritty fabric, buff-pink. 
Handle with thumbed decoration in pink late St. Neots 
ware. 

14th century sherds 
Cooking pot in hard sandy fabric with white grits, pink-
buff. Akin to Ely fabrics, and called 'Ely, F4' in the fabric 
series. From Phase IV gravels surfaces at north end of 
site, 35 sherds in all, many of them reduced fine grey fab-
rics. 

Grimston 
Only 14 sherds were recovered. 

Cross-fitting sherds of a jug with flower decoration came 
from three pit fills. The flower is made of white slip and 
the whole jug glazed with fairly dense green, appearing 
dark on the reduced fabric and yellow on the slip. 
(Jennings 1981: Fig. 20, 360). 

The fill of pit F.157, contained 76 sherds in all, among which 
were large pieces from three jugs, all of probable 14th centu-
ry date. 

Large jug in reduced buff-grey fabric with a strap handle 
and decorated with parallel horizontal lines 3cm apart. 
No base or spout. 

Sgrafflto F9 
Ajug body-sherd in dull orange-red fabric without mica. 
An all-over light yellow slip with curved and linear mo-
tifs incised to the red fabric. Light green glaze. 
Jug sherd in fine orange sandy ware with mica; curved 
motifs incised through a light yellow slip. Transparent 
glaze giving a red finish where there is no slip. 

Hedingham 
Illustrated sherds from a beam slot, part of earliest structures 
at north end of site. 

Body sherd of jug in pink-buff fabric, with affinities to 
fabrics from Brill and Surrey. Two lines of parallel iron 
strips, apparently intersecting. Presumed 14th century. 
Similar fine Orange Sandy Ware fabric with mica and 
all-over white slip. Dense green glaze near rim, thinning 
lower down to a light colour with green speckles, break-
ing into speckled streaks. Rim and five other sherds. 
Assumed to be 14th century. 
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Colchester-type ware 
Jug rim in fine Orange Sandy Ware with mica. Thin slip 
decoration glazed light green on the lower part; from a 
pit fill F.49 (20 sherds). 
Jug rim with similar decoration and fabric but having a 
grey core and an internal grey reduced finish; from pit 
fill Fib. 
Jug handle in Orange Sandy Ware with a rough interior 
finish. Slip decoration forming an 'arch' around the han-
dle. Small areas of patchy transparent glaze below the 
handle. 

Essex type 
Jug rim in Orange Sandy Ware with mica [F10A]. 
Horizontal thumbing under the rim, vertical fluting 
lower down the body; streaks of green glaze; from fill of 
a well E134 (16 sherds). Occurs with Grimston Ware and 
Ely Ware, probably late 14th century. 

Ely and Caine fabrics 
Bowl rim of Ely Ware from the same well E134; coarse 
sandy fabric with large white grits and stabbed decora-
tion. Observed in material from Ely and found in a 14th-
century collection excavated at Parson Drove (Hall 
forthcoming). Late 14th century (not illustrated). 
Jug rim and handle of Ely Ware in coarse grey sandy fab-
ric with large white grits and characteristic stabbed dec-
oration; from fill of a small pit, F.31. Paralleled at Ely and 
Parson Drove. 

Reduced wares 
Large jar in dark grey coarse sandy ware; lighter grey in-
side; from pit fills F.41 (F8). 
Large bowl in same fabric; from pit fill Fib (F8). 
Jug rim in the same fabric from pit fill F.48 (1 78). 
Flanged bowl rim in grey reduced fabric with fine sand 
with some mica and a few small white grits (F12). 
Jug rim in sandy grey ware, slightly brown inside (F12). 
Jug rim in sandy grey ware (F12). 
Jug rim in grey fine sandy ware with mica, 15th-16th 
century (MOB). 
Lid in sandy grey ware with a little mica, 15th-16th cen-
tury (MOB). 

Tin glazes 
Albarello in cream fabric with pink-tinged white glaze 
inside and out. Roughly finished base; unstratified. 
Small albarello or egg cup crudely made in light pink-
brown fabric. Crizzled glaze, that was probably trans-
parent (and not tin) giving a yellow-brown finish; 
unstratified. 
Part of polychrome albarello with horizontal blue bands 
( except one from the upper). Wavy lines and the second 
horizontal band from top are purple. Light orange-
brown patches between the waves. Cream-pink fabric, 
plain white glaze inside; probably from North 
Netherlands. Five more sherds of the same vessel came 
from a second pit. 
Netherlands maiolica in cream-pink fabric with sharply 
defined bands of dark blue; 17th century. 

Pseudo-Beauvais 
A presumed English copy of a Beauvais rosette sgraffito 
bowl. Light grey fabric partly oxidized to light pink. 
Internal white slip. Dark green glaze on the leafy motif 

of the flange; light green glaze over the central rosette 
and all exterior. The glaze and slip have partly run into 
the incisions masking much of what would have been 
pink lines of decoration (cf. Hurst et al. 1986: 111, dated 
1500-1550). 

Tudor Green or Surrey White Ware 
Base of cup in white fabric with dense green glaze inside 
and a few splashes on the outside. 
Unstratified rim of cup in white ware densely glazed 
green both sides. A few other fragments of this ware 
were found in the upper levels, 21 sherds in all. 

Gully group 12661 
A substantial group of complete/nearly complete vessels 
from the Phase V ditch, not fully excavated. All fabrics are 
coarse orange sandy ware (Fil) unless stated otherwise and 
without glazing. 

Complete cooking pot in coarse ware with a few large 
white grits, buff and blackened. The simple rim form re-
sembles Denny Abbey 260, but is probably earlier. 
Small jar with some ruling. One dark patch near the rim, 
rather coarse; a few flecks of external glaze. Complete 
except for a small hole. 
Small jar in bright red fabric with a few large white grits, 
nearly complete as reconstructed. 
Similar small jar in dull red fabric, almost complete as re-

. constructed. A similar shaped vessel (3 sherds making a 
complete profile) was recovered from unstratified levels. 
Small jar blackened outside and as reconstructed com-
plete, bar one small hole. Rim similar to No. 45, and 
paralleled at Norwich (Jennings 1981: Fig. 72, 1242), al-
though the corresponding Norwich vessels are less 
globular. 
Jar very similar to No.44; outside blackened. 
Large storage jar with hollow rim and two stumpy han-
dles and rounded base. Some large grits in the fabric. 
Not exactly paralleled at Denny Abbey or Norwich for 
handles, similar rim to Denny Abbey 152 (1539 group). 
Cooking pot with hollow rim for a lid; red, buff and dull. 
parts, scale inside. Rim similar to Denny Abbey 152 
(1539 group), but the lower external rill is not paralleled 
at Denny Abbey or Norwich. 
Bowl roughly finished with internal glaze patchy near 
rim. Similar to Denny Abbey 105 (1525-52). Bowl, well 
finished with some large grits. 
Flat based-bowl, rather rough, buff-pink outside and or-
ange red inside; internal clear glaze. Nearly complete, cf. 
Denny Abbey 105. 
Pipkin with rough finish, rather sandy, dark around the 
handle, some large white grits visible, brown inside. cf. 
No. 50 for rim form and external nil. 
Pipkin with very slight hint of lip at right angles to the 
handle. The three feet have all their ends broken. 
Internal transparent glaze, blackened outside, fabric has 
a few grits and some mica. Form not exactly paralleled 
at Denny on Norwich, cf. Denny Abbey 134 for rim and 
handle as 161 (1539 group). 
Unglazed jug with blackened outside, a few large grits in 
the fabric. cf. Denny Abbey 168 (1539). 
Frechen stone ware, uniform brown dusting inside and 
out (cf. Hurst et al. 1986: Fig. 106, 373). 
Frechen stoneware jug without lip, base missing. 
Slightly pink inside, fine brown dusting externally. cf. 
Denny Abbey 200 (1539) for form. 
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Frechen stoneware jug (no lip) with handle missing; wire 
cut base and a body scar from kiln-stacking. External 
iron dusting, grey internally. 
Frechen stoneware jug. 
Bright orange coarse sandy ware, a few small flecks of 
external glaze. Globular bowl (or pipkin) with simple 
everted rim. No parallel at Denny Abbey (Jennings 1981: 
Fig. 70, 1218, is a pipkin). 

Other large sherds of Tudor date 
Complete ballustre jug with thumbed frilly base; faint 
rilling. Light green transparent glaze on upper parts. 
Small squat jug in sandy coarse ware, buff and dull red 
colour with some slight green glaze on shoulder. A cis-
tern type hole near the base. Nearly complete, internal 
scale. 
Small jug of Cistercian type. Hard red fabric, not vitri-
fied, with dark purple glaze both sides (a clear glaze on 
a purple surface). Similar to Denny Abbey Cistercian 
vessel 97, (dated 1500-25). Possibly an Ely copy of 

Cistercian Ware? 
Coarse orange sandy ware bowl with flanged rim (F11), 
internal thin glaze. cf. Denny Abbey 101 (1525-39). 
Five sherds comprising whole upper half and both han-
dles of a large jar (Fli); large patches of external green 
glaze, scale inside. Unstratified. Rim similar to No. 49 
and to Denny Abbey 152 (which has no handles) dated 
1539. A similar but smaller vessel without handles oc-
curred in another unstratified context [156] with a small 
bowl like Nos. 51-52. 
Fine orange sandy ware (F 10A) unglazed lid (Jennings 
1981: Fig. 79, 1323). Note that such a lid would fit bowl 
No. 70. 
Bowl in F10A, blackened outside, cf. Denny Abbey 66-7 
of 1500-25 (not illustrated). 
Rim of small bowl or cup in F10A? fine Orange Sandy 
Ware, thick clear glaze inside, thin and patchy outside. 
Bowl in coarse Orange Sandy Ware (F11) with a lip but 
no handle. The fabric has a few large grits; roughly fin-
ished base, - internal rather patchy glaze. Complete ex- 
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cept for a small part of the rim. Occurs with rim of bowl 
like No. 51. 

Vesselsfrom pit F.4, with conjoining sherdsfrom two distinct fills. 
Bowl in fine Orange Sandy Ware (F10A) with hollowed 
rim for a lid; much mica in fabric, blackened on the out-
side, internal clear glaze with some yellow patches, over 
patchy white slip (Jennings 1981: Fig. 65, 1125). 
Large dish in coarse Orange Sandy Ware (Fli), rather  

brown with patchy internal glaze and few external 
flecks. Another very similar one occurs in the group. cf. 
Denny Abbey 129-131 (1539 group). 
Dish in F11, internal patchy yellow glaze. cf. Denny 
Abbey 107 (1525-39). 
Small bowl with inturned rimand patchy internal glaze, 
similar to No.52. cf. Denny Abbey 134-5 (1539 group). 
Jug base, (Fli). 
Bowl. Orange Sandy Ware (Fli). 
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Small squat jug in Orange Sandy Ware with all-over ex-
ternal thick clear glaze (F10A). Complete except for the 
rim. 
Balustre base of a chafing dish or candle stick Grey 
sandy ware (F12) with a thin oxidized dull red coat; 
patchy but thick green glaze. 
Red-buff bowl, complete profile, with a lip, in coarse 
Orange Sandy Ware (Fil) with grey core (ie slightly oxi-
dized F12); cf. Denny Abbey 66, 105, 140, (1500-39 
group). 
Cooking pot with hollowed rim, internally decorated 
with metallic balls the largest at the top and small ones 
lower. Streaks of transparent glaze. 
Cooking pot with hollow rim for a lid, in fine orange 
sandy ware (F10A). 
Face jug in orange sandy ware (Fli). 
Flange-rimmed cooking jar in reduced ware. 
Cooking jar rim, F.14. 
Flange-rimmed bowl (not illustrated). 
Frechen stoneware jug. 

Bath Hotel material (Fig. 7) 
Pedestal jug in orange sandy ware with frilly base and 
handle scar; patchy clear glaze. Nearly complete except 
for rim (Fli). 
Pedestal jug in orange sandy ware (Fli). 
Tudor Green cup with two handles; white fabric with 
dark green glaze, mainly on upper parts of vessel. Some 
internal glaze. 
Base of chafing dish with twisted fluting and two handle 
scars; buff fabric. Slightly green internal glaze, some 
transparent external glaze. 
Cooking pot rim in orange sandy ware (Fil). 
Tripod base in orange sandy ware with internal glaze 
and blackened exterior (Fli). 
Basting dish with lip and side-handle scar, in orange 
sandy ware (F11). 
Basting dish, orange sandy fabric (Fil). 
Lower part of tyg with two handle scars (not opposing). 
Red, partly vitrified fabric, with external dark iron glaze, 
probably from Ely ('Babylon Ware'). Pieces of kiln fabric 
stuck to base with glaze. 

Discussion 

At Bene't Court, the Saxo-NOrman wares and other 
early medieval sherds are mostly derived from pit 
fills which yield no large groups. Here, as seen else-
where in the lower town, Middle Saxon wares are 
largely absent, represented by only the occasional 
sherd. Of interest are the lamp fragment and rare 
flower decoration of a Grimston jug. The small size of 
some of the vessels represented suggests that some of 
the St. Neots Ware may be quite early, potentially dat-
ing to the 10-11th centuries, although the material is 
largely residual. However, at St. Edward's Passage 
the earliest pit groups, with exclusively Saxo-Norman 
types, may well be of 12th or 11th century date. 
Reduced sandy grey wares have proved very difficult 
to date. The fabrics occurring in early medieval con-
texts (F14) are little different from material occurring 
with later orange sandy wares (1712). Both merge with 
the coarse grey sandy wares (F8). Only the forms are 
diagnostic and therefore little can be said about the 

date of body sherds. The coarse wares in F8 seem to 
be mainly 15th century from their forms but their 
provenance is unknown. There are affinities with ma-
terial from Barton Bendish, Norfolk, and Higham 
Ferrers, Northants (Hall 1974). However since neither 
of these areas were providing other pottery to 
Cambridge in the 15th century, it seems unlikely that 
coarse ware would travel so far. 

Essex appears to be the main source of Cambridge 
pottery from the 15th century onwards, as was found 
at St. John's College. The various types of orange 
sandy ware (fine, coarse, sgraffito, white slip decorat-
ed) all seem to come from Colchester or Hedingham. 
Harlow also produced a white slip decoration on or-
ange-red ware. The Brill types and Tudor Green prob-
ably came from their sources via London and through 
Essex. Few medieval sherds derive from the Fens and 
Fen-edge (at Bene't Court only 8%, or 80 sherds, ei-
ther from Ely, Come or Grimston, Norfolk). This prob-
ably reflects the fact that 14th century material, the 
period when these fenland production centres were in 
their floruit, is poorly represented in the groups stud-
ied here. 

The main interest lies with the large late group 
from Bene't Court containing complete vessels. There 
is a range of rim forms, many of which are not exact-
ly paralleled by similar material from Denny Abbey 
or Norwich. Their dating is probably the second quar-
ter of the 16th century, although some material might 
be slightly earlier. The imported stonewares are also 
consistent with a date close to the middle of the cen-
tury. Large sherds of similar vessels from other un-
stratified contexts presumably form part of this same 
group. It is also characterised by large sherds and 
near complete vessels which are not normally found, 
and probably is part of the same clearing-out opera-
tion. The vessels include an unusual pseudo-Beauvais 
bowl with Netherlands tin glaze as well as many 
more examples of orange sandy wares. 

The groups with 'complete' vessels seem to repre-
sent a 'destruction' phase. Whether this may be asso-
ciated with the demise or rebuilding of a nearby 
building, or the clearing of a stock of ceramic vessels 
(from a nearby inn?) cannot be determined. The pres-
ence of the long-established Eagle Inn to the south 
may be relevant, but a source to the west is also pos-
sible, it being uncertain exactly how far to the north 
the Eagle property extended during this period. The 
general date which may presently be offered for this 
episode, somewhere in the second quarter of the 16th 
century, was of course one of considerable upheaval, 
with widespread changes in property ownership in 
the wake of the Dissolution. In just such a way, the 
properties owned by Anglesey Abbey on the King's 
Parade frontage, and the garden to the rear, which in-
cluded most of the Bene't Court excavation area, are 
likely to have changed hands, and perhaps usage, 
during this period. It is hoped that ongoing docu-
mentary research may throw further light on the his-
tory of these properties. 

Composition of the groups and the presence of sig-
nificant quantities of imports also merit further com- 
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ment. Neighbouring county and large towns have 
yielded varying amounts of imported pottery, al-
though the university town of Oxford, an obvious 
comparison with Cambridge, has produced relatively 
little (Mellor, pers.comm 1997), although much more 
extensively excavated. This is surprising in view of 
the expected water traffic from London on the 
Thames. Northampton, with an inland location and a 
river not opened to navigation until the 18th century, 
has produced very small quantities of imports from 
post-medieval occupation excavated in the 1970s, and 
little stoneware is preserved in Northampton 
Borough Museum (McCarthy 1979).6  Bedford excava-
tions of 1967-77 revealed some imports, mainly 
stonewares (Baker et al. 1979: 218-9), 7 but very few 
sherds of Raeren and Langewehe were found during 
recent work in Peterborough (Hinman and Spoerry 
nd.). This is surprising in view of its accessibility 
along Fenland waterways, but the representativeness 
of the sample remains to be determined. By contrast, 
King's Lynn excavation, during 1963-7, produced 
much stoneware and other imports, although the re-
port does not fully quantify the data (Clarke and 
Carter 1977: 225-32, 279-84). Large quantities are also 
found in Norwich, many of which have been pub-
lished, although again without quantification of the 
material (Jennings op. cit.). Ipswich has also been pro-
ductive of imports (S. Anderson, pers.comm), and so 
has Colchester, the details of which, with information 
on the medieval wares and kilns, is shortly to be pub-
lished (Cotter forthcoming). 

Stonewares were imported from the Continent, 
primarily to London, as return cargoes for wool, 
being then re-distributed to other English ports. Allen 
(1983) has given quantitative data based on shipping 
cargo records, and shown that the East Anglian 
coastal towns received most of this material, as would 
be expected. In this respect, the proportion of import-
ed wares on these Cambridge sites (14.7% of the early 
post-medieval assemblage) appears much higher 
than in other inland county towns, perhaps similar to 
that reported from the coastal towns. Such trade 
would have occurred via the Fenland waterways 
from King's Lynn, this traffic being attested in earlier 
centuries by the presence of 14th century pottery from 
the Grimston and Ely kilns here and elsewhere in 
Cambridge. Among the local wares until the 14th cen-
tury, Fenland kiln products were common, after 
which they were superseded by the better quality red 
wares from Essex; these presumably coming by land 
routes. 

In general, the pottery from this group of sites and 
other recent work elsewhere in the town is beginning 
to fill some of the gaps which have hitherto existed. A 
standard fabric series has now been developed for the 
south and centre of the county, to form a reference col-
lection for future work. If this establishes the basic 
groundwork for more systematic ceramic studies 
within Cambridge and the surrounding region, we 
may begin to further consider patterns not only of 
production and trade, but also consumption and de-
position. Vessel forms which relate to specific patterns  

of consumption are of particular interest; drinking 
vessels and basting dishes, the latter associated with 
(high status?) roast meat (Cumberpatch 1997: 147) for 
example. The apparently unusual character of the 
early post-medieval groups recovered here, particu-
larly the abundant imports, may provide new insights 
into trading patterns during this period, but may also 
represent functionally specific groups, perhaps relat-
ed to an inn in the vicinity. What kind of pottery as-
semblage might we expect from an early-16th century 
inn? At the same time, the manner of deposition of the 
material raises questions about archaeological mani-
festations of changes in urban life, property owner-
ship and property use in the wake of the Dissolution. 
These results can only provide a hint of the full po-
tential of such work, but it is hoped may contribute to 
a renewed interest in the archaeology and history of 
Cambridge. 

Endnotes 

I  The work of Addyman and Biddle is all the more note-
worthy in that, more than 30 years on, their article remains 
the last significant synthesis of the town's archaeology. 

2 Annual summaries may be found in previous volumes of 
Proceedings of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. 

3 An acknowledgement is due to all those at the CAU who 
helped with aspects of the work, on and off site, notably 
Gerry Wait, Richard Mortimer, Janet Miller and Alison 
Dickens, Norma Challands and Lesley McFadyen for pot 
processing, Crane Begg for pottery drawings, John Hurst 
for comments on the imported pottery and Dr. Rosemary 
Horrox for her work on documentary sources. Thanks 
also to Christopher Evans for supporting publication 
work on this project. 

4 . We are grateful to Dr. Rosemary Horrox for her work on 
documentary sources relating to this area, which it is 
hoped will form the basis for a subsequent study. 

5 During the course of the work at Bene't Court, refurbish-
ment of the Bath Hotel at No.3 Bene't Street by Whitbread 
Brewery provided an opportunity to record the 17th cen-
tury timber frame of the building as an independent pro-
ject. For a report on this, see Miller (1994). 

6 Three sites produced only 20 sherds of stoneware, repre-
senting 0.46% of the total assemblages. 

7 Excavations on three large sites produced 199.5kg of pot-
tery (c. 10,000 sherds) of which 1.9% were stonewares. 
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The Foundation of an Alien Priory at Linton, Cambridgeshire 

J. A. Everard 

Linton has been the subject of several articles in this 
journal, but little mention has been made of Linton 
priory. 1  It would appear that the priory had a minimal 
role in the medieval development and growth of 
Linton, yet it was in possession of the large and hand-
some church of St Mary which occupied the strategic 
site bounded by the ford, church, high street and 
bridge. Linton priory may have had only a minor role 
in the urban development of Linton, but it had a con-
tinuous existence from soon after the Norman con-
quest until the 15th century, when it was dissolved as 
an alien priory and its estates granted to Pembroke 
College, Cambridge. 2  

Perhaps so little attention has been devoted to 
Linton priory because its history was obscure, at least 
until the last decades of its existence. A document 
which has recently come to light dispels much of this 
obscurity and it is the purpose of this article to bring 
its contents before a wider audience. The author 
makes no pretence at detailed knowledge of Linton, 
and hopes that those with better local knowledge will 
be able to draw further conclusions from the texts 
which are printed here. 

Alien priories are a phenomenon of the Norman 
conquest and the succeeding generation. 3  The con-
querors used their newly-acquired lands in England to 
endow continental monasteries with which they, their 
families or their lords had connections. It is not sur 
prising, therefore, that alien priories tend to be seen as 
a Norman phenomenon. Not all of the conquerors 
were Normans, however. A substantial minority were 
natives of Brittany. 4  In the same spirit as their Norman 
colleagues, the Bretons used their new possessions to 
endow monasteries 'back home'. The extent of this 
been underestimated because there is now little evi-
dence for the endowment of Breton monasteries with 
English lands. The most prominent endowments by 
Bretons were in fact made for the benefit of abbeys sit-
uated outside Brittany; on the borders of Brittany and 
Normandy (Mont Saint-Michel and, in the 12th centu-
ry, Savigny), and in the Loire valley; notably St Florent 
at Saumur and Ss Sergius and Bacchus at Angers. 

This apparent preference for patronage of non-
Breton abbeys, and the absence of donations to 'native' 

Breton houses, could lead one to speculate on the mo-
tives and preferences of the..Bretons in England. 
Patronage of particular 'foreign' abbeys may be ex-
plained by the fact that, in the 11th century, Mont 
Saint-Michel and the Angevin abbeys had established 
priories in northern and eastern Brittany. As Dr Keats-
Rohan has demonstrated, the majority of the Bretons 
in England came from this region, and therefore they 
already had connections with these monasteries. This 
does not, however, explain the lack of patronage of 
Breton houses, which is more apparent than real, an il-
lusion created by the available documentary evidence, 
or lack thereof. Substantial collections of 11th and 
early 12th-century documents survive from the abbeys 
just mentioned. In contrast, the archives of Breton 
abbeys seem to have suffered much greater losses, if 
they ever were as extensive or sophisticated as those 
of their Norman and Angevin neighbours, such that 
some are virtually non-existent today. In support of 
this argument is the fact that traces of English posses-
sions in the hands of Breton abbeys do survive in scat-
tered manuscripts, notably English records of 
government such as the Hundred Rolls. Thus it is well 
known that Linton priory was dependant upon St 
Jacut, a Benedictine abbey situated on the north coast 
of Brittany (arrondissement Dinan, département Côtes-
d'Armor). 5  The circumstances of the priory's founda-
tion, however, are obscure. The medieval archives of 
St Jacut are almost completely lost, the few extant doc-
uments recording the abbey's affairs before the 16th 
century having been pieced together from a variety of 
sources. 6  

The earliest known reference to Linton priory hith-
erto was a papal bull confirming the possessions of St 
Jacut issued by Pope Alexander III in 1163. At the end 
of a list of the abbey's possessions appear two which 
are situated in England, 'the church of Saint Margaret 
of Isleham and the church of Linton'. 7  Despite the lack 
of direct evidence, it was not unreasonable to assume 
that the founder of Linton priory was one of the early 
lords of the honour of Richmond, who were younger 
sons of the great Breton baron, 'comes' Eudo of 
Penthièvre. 8  The first of these was Alan Rufus, who, as 
Alan 'comes', is conspicuous as one of the greatest 
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landholders in Cambridgeshire in Domesday Book. 
Alan was the only tenant-in-chief named in the 
Domesday entry for Linton, and he was also recorded 
as holding substantial estates in domain in the adja-
cent manors of Little Linton, West Wickham and 
Barham. Alan was also the founder of the only other 
alien priory in Cambridgeshire, the priory of Ss 
Sergius and Bacchus, Angers, at Swavesey. 9  The 
abbey of St Jacut was situated within the barony of 
Penthièvre and was patronised by Alan's family.'° 

The document which is the subject of this article 
appears to have been overlooked hitherto. 11  It has 
been preserved as a single sheet of parchment bound 
as the fly-leaf of a register of the temporal possessions 
of the bishops of Rochester. 12  It contains latemedieval 
copies of four texts recording the foundation and en-
dowment of Linton priory by Alan Rufus and his im-
mediate successors, his brothers Alan Niger and 
Stephen. The folio has on one side a charter of 
Benedict of Sawston, bishop of Rochester, dated 12 
September 1219.13  The charter records the settlement 
of a dispute between the parson and vicar of Isleham 
and the abbey of St Jacut over tithes in the parish of 
Isleham. The four texts, written in the same hand, ap-
pear on the other side. They have no direct relevance 
to the Isleham dispute, referring only to property in 
Linton and its environs. One can only surmise that 
they were produced for the bishop's inspection in 
1219 as evidence of the antiquity of, and royal patron-
age enjoyed by, Linton priory, and that this somehow 
supported St Jacut's claims to receive ecclesiastical 
revenues in Isleham. The relationship between Linton 
priory and St Jacut's possessions in Isleham is ob-
scure. At the risk of over-simplification, it appears 
that the Linton possessions were administered from a 
conventual priory at Isleham until around the mid-
thirteenth century, when the conventual priory 
moved to Linton. 14  Whatever the reason for their 
transcription as an appendix to the 1219 charter, the 
four texts represent a precious survival, for the histo-
ry of both Linton priory and the abbey of St Jacut. 

The first three texts are of charters. No. 1 is the 
foundation charter of Alan Rufus, made between 1079 
and 1087, but probably recording events of several 
years earlier. This is indicated by the fact that it in-
cludes a prayer for the soul of Alan's father, Eudo, 
who must therefore have been dead. Text no. 4, how-
ever, describes Eudo as praising his son's foundation 
of Linton priory, which indicates that the initial grant 
was made some time before the charter was written. 
In contrast, the reference to King William I seems to 
distinguish the king from the dead. The charter must 
therefore have been written between the death of 
Eudo in January 1079 and the death of William I in 
September 1087.15 

Number 2 is drafted as a notice, but reproduces the 
text of a charter, casting it in the third person. It is de-
rived from a charter of Alan Niger, lord of Richmond 
from 1089 to 1093,16  confirming and augmenting the 
grants of his brother Alan Rufus. No. 3 is a charter of 
the youngest brother, Stephen, lord of Richmond from 
1093 to 1135 / 6, 17  confirming his predecessors' grants. 

The corruptions of personal names and place-names 
which occur in these three texts can be explained by 
the fact they were copied, more than once, by Breton 
monks and Rochester clerks unfamiliar with the per-
sons and places involved. 

The last of the four texts is more problematical. It is 
a notice composed by the monks of St Jacut at an un-
known date before 1219, relating the history of the 
foundation of Linton priory. The notice generally reit-
erates the content of the lords' charters, but embell-
ishes them with considerable detail. If this text can be 
relied upon, it provides remarkable evidence for the 
process of the foundation of an alien priory. Most in-
teresting in this context is the fact that a lone monk 
from the mother-house was sent on ahead, without 
delay, to take possession of the property granted, and 
to wait there until the abbot himself could travel to 
England. Was the abbot too busy with other matters 
to attend to this immediately, or was it envisaged that 
the abbot would travel at a more comfortable and 
leisurely pace? 

Since the notice ends with Alan Niger's confirma-
tion and does not mention Stephen, it may have been 
written between 1089 and 1093. Contemporary docu-
ments from St Jacut record other late 11th-century en-
dowments in the form of notices. 18  There is nothing 
inherently improbable about the narrative. It con-
forms perfectly with recent historiography which 
demonstrates that the foundation of a religious house 
in the 11th and 12th centuries was not a single event, 
but rather a process that extended over a period of 
years involving a range of verbal, symbolic and writ-
ten acts performed by the donor and the donee, and 
by the donor's lord and his kin. 19  Nevertheless, a 
close inspection of the text reveals two significant 
problems. One is the anachronistic list of witnesses to 
William Is confirmation. The other is that the de-
scription of the properties donated by Alan Rufus and 
Alan Niger in the notice does not exactly correspond 
with their donations as recorded in their charters. 

The witnesses. to the royal act listed in the notice 
are; Geoffrey archbishop of Canterbury, Richard bish-
op of London and W[alterfl bishop of Ely. The termi-
nology of the notice at this point suggests that it is 
copied from a royal charter. No charter of William I 
could be attested by a bishop of Ely (the diocese of Ely 
was only created in 1108) or an archbishop of 
Canterbury named Geoffrey (Lanfranc was archbish-
op of Canterbury from 1070-1089). It is arguable, how-
ever, that this anachronistic witness-list is the result of 
gross corruption by copyists. The corruption of an ab-
breviated form of the name Lanfranc, such as 
"Lanfr", to 'Gaufr" (for 'Gaufridus', Geoffrey), is 
plausible. The royal charter would have been copied 
first by a Breton monk unfamiliar with the English 
episcopacy, possibly copied again for its production 
in 1219, and finally much later by a Rochester clerk, 
who knew perfectly well that Linton was in the dio-
cese of Ely and therefore was inclined to read 'episco-
pus Eliensis' for something a bit garbled in the 
manuscript before him. In any event, I am reluctant to 
discard the entire notice as a contemporary source on 



The Foundation of an Alien Priory at Linton, Cambridgeshire 	 171 

this ground alone. 
The second problem also -involves consideration of 

the sources used to compile the notice. It is apparent 
that the sources for details of the grants made by Alan 
Rufus and Alan Niger were not, as one might expect, 
the charters which are printed in the Appendix (no's 
1 and 2). The particulars of the lands and rights grant-
ed vary somewhat between the notice and the char-
ters. Yet the terminology of the notice in recording the 
grants of Alan Rufus and Alan Niger appears to de-
rive from charters. In the case of Alan Niger's grant, 
recorded at the very end of the notice, a witness-list 
confirms this. That the witnesses named are com-
pletely different from those named in Alan Niger's 
charter (no. 2) confirms that it was a different charter. 
In the case of Alan Rufus' grant, it appears that the 
scribe composing the notice drew the particulars of 
the grant from a charter made at an earlier stage of the 
foundation of the priory than the charter published 
here (no.1), that is, before Abbot Guihomar had 
crossed to England. This earlier charter, therefore, 
recorded Alan's original grant and his wish that it 
should be confirmed by William I. In contrast with the 
charters of Alan Rufus, it is difficult to determine in 
which order the two charters of Alan Niger were 
made. The only clue lies in the precise identification 
of the property listed in each charter, which may be 
compared by setting them out in tabular form: 

No. 2 (charter of Alan Niger) 
two parts of tithe of aula of Linton 
all the tithe of aula of Wickham 

tithe of manor of Barham 
the land of Hales 
three acres at the entrance of the vill  

The grounds for their objection to the crofts cannot be 
ascertained, but presumably the monks wanted a 
'green-field site', not one already subdivided and oc-
cupied by crofts, so a piece of land just outside the viii 
was preferable. Based solely upon this reasoning, the 
charter incorporated in no. 4 must be the earlier, no. 2 
the later. This interpretation is supported by the order 
in which the properties are listed. In no. 2, the three 
acres 'de foris yule' appear last, with the explanation 
'propter croftos', whereas in no. 4 the (then uncon-
tentious) grant of four acres in Little Linton is incor-
porated amongst the other grants. This also explains 
the conclusion of the witness list of no. 2, 'and other 
barons who were witnesses to the first gift'. If the ap-
parent duplication of charters should give rise to any 
doubts about the authenticity of some or all of the the 
texts, one has only to compare Alan Rufus' founda-
tion of Swavesey priory. The surviving evidence for 
that foundation is a notice incorporating the texts of 
two charters made by Alan on different occasions. 20  

It is interesting to note that although the notice, no. 
4, contains parts of the texts of at least three charters, 
other episodes, specifically Eudo de Penthièvre's visit 
to St Jacut with his entourage, and Abbot Guthomar's 
journey to England, must derive from other sources. 
These may include the eye-witness testimony of the 
scribe himself or information supplied orally by fel-
low-monks or lay-men with personal recollections of 

No. 4 (charter reproduced in notice) 
two parts of tithe of Linton 
all the tithe of Wickham (except two acres 
pertaining to the church of Wickham). 
two parts of tithe of Barham 
the land of Hans 

four acres in Little Linton 

Some of the differences here are insubstantial. The 
tithe of the aula of Linton and of Wickham may be 
equated with so much of the tithe of these two manors 
as was the lord's entitlement to receive and to dispose 
of. Similarly, because Alan Rufus had earlier given a 
third part of the tithe of Barham (see no. 4), in giving 
the remaining two parts, Alan Niger was in effect giv-
ing the whole tithe. 

The only discrepancy is in the last two items and 
this may provide the key to the order in which the 
charters were made. The three acres 'de foris ville', 
which I have translated as 'at the entrance of the vill' 
( presumably Linton) are said to be given on account 
of Alan's own crofts. The whereabouts of the crofts is 
not stated. Since no. 2 includes this grant, but omits 
the four acres in Little Linton, one may have been ex-
changed for the other. A possible scenario is that 
Alan's original grant included four acres in Little 
Linton, but this land was not satisfactory to the 
monks who persuaded Alan to give them land else-
where instead. The explanation for the monks' dissat-
isfaction is hinted at in no. 2, as being the presence of 
the crofts of Alan's tenants on the Little Linton land.  

the events. 
Despite the difficulties discussed above, I would 

accept the notice as a contemporary primary source 
for the foundation of Linton priory. Even if one dis-
cards the notice, however, there is no reason to doubt 
the validity of the three charters appended hereto. 
They provide good evidence for the original founda-
tion of Linton priory by Alan Rufus, probably before 
1079, and its augmentation by Alan Niger before 1093, 
and detailed evidence of the lands and rights which 
formed the priory's original endowment. 

It is hoped that the publication of these texts will 
ensure that, in future studies of alien priories, Linton 
priory receives due consideration as a well-docu-
mented foundation of the decades immediately after 
the Norman conquest. 
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Appendix - Documents concerning the foundation 
of Linton priory21  

1. [1079 x 1087] Charter of Alan Rufus, a count of 
Brittany, granting the church of Linton (Cambs.), 
with the land and tithes appurtenant thereto, to 
the abbey of St Jacut, with the consent of King 
William I. 
Ms. CKS, ms DRb/Ar2 (Rochester Episcopal 
Registers, Registrum Temporalium), f. iii v. 

In the name of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, I, Alan the 
Red, a count of Brittany, concede to God and to Saint 
Jacut the church of Linton, which is in England, with the 
land which pertains to it and the tithe of the parish and 
part of the tithe of the same manor, to lord Guidomar the 
abbot22  and his monks in perpetual alms. I also give pas-
ture for the livestock and pigs of the aforesaid church 
with my own and with its men according to lots. 23  I give 
and confirm this gift with the agreement and assent of 
William the first, king of the English and duke of the 
Normans, free and quit of all rents just as it was in an-
cient times, having soc and sac, tol and tem and in-
fangtheof, for the soul of my father Eudo 24  and my 
mother and of all the faithful who are deceased, for the 
health of the king and of my friends. Witnesses of this; 
Lord Guidomar the steward 25, Odo the chamberlain26, 
Inisan Musard27, Ansketil de Furneaux28, Robert the 
chaplain, Ribad the count's brother 29, Ralph30  and 
Bordin31  and many other barons. Whosoever should 
presume to break or to disturb this gift will be anathe-
matised and excommunicated. Amen. 

In nomine sancte et individue trinitatis Ego Alanus Ruffus 
comes Britanie concessi Deo et Sancto Jacuto ecclesiam 
de Linton que in Anglia est cum terra que eidem pertinet 
et decima parrochie et partem decime eiusdem manerii 
domini Guidomari abbatis suorumque monachorum in 
elemosina perpetuali. Dedi etiam pasturam pecoribus - 
pecudibus et porcis predicte ecclesie cum meis propriis 
et hominibus suis connillata. Hoc donum dedi et 
confirmavi nutu et assensu Guillelmi primi Regis 
Anglorum et Ducis Normannorum liberum et quietum 
ex omnibus redditibus sicut ex antiquis temporibus 
fuerat, habentes soc et sac et tol et tem et infangthef pro 
anima comitis Eudonis patris mei et matris mei 
omnesque fidelium defunctorum pro salute Regis 
dominique 'amicorum meorum. Testes isti dominus 
Guidomari dapifer, Odo camerarius, Innisani Musard, 
Alirestini de Fumes, Robert' capellani, Ribad' frater 
comitis, Radulf et Bordin et multis alii Barones. Qui hoc 
donum frangere vel turbare presumpserit sit 
anathemitizatus et excommunicatus. Amen. 

[1089 x 1093] Notice recording that Alan Niger, a 
count of Brittany, confirmed and augmented the 
grant made by his brother Alan Rufus to the abbey 
of Saint-Jacut, with the consent of King William II. 

Ms. CKS, ms DRb/Ar2 (Rochester Episcopal Registers, 
Registrum Temporalium), f. iii v. 

To the praise and glory of God, Alan the Black, a count of 
Brittany, learning of the gift which Alan the Red his 
brother gave to God and the monks of Saint Jacut, joy-
fully praised and confirmed [it]. Wishing to augment the 
alms, he gave to God and Saint Jacut in alms two parts of 
the tithe of the aula of Linton, which formerly were his 
chaplains', with the consent of the same, and the tithes of 
all the aula of Wickham which the aforesaid chaplains 
had, and the tithes of the manor of Barham and the land 
of Hales32  [and] three acres at the entrance of the vill on 
account of his own crofts. He conceded this with the con-
sent of William the second, king of the English, and con-
firmed it in the hand of Abbot Guidomar by right of 
inheritance in perennial alms for the health of his soul 
and of all of his, and these were are the witnesses: Glem 
the chaplain, Rib' the bastard 33, Venodi the bastard34  and 
other barons who were also witnesses of the first gift. 

Ad laudem et gloriam nomine Dei Alanus Niger comes 
Britanie audiens donum quod Alanus Ruffus frater suis 
dederat Deo et monachis Sancti Jacuti gaudio repletus 
laudavit atque confirmavit. Volens agere elemosina ii. 
partes decime aule Linton' que fuerunt prius suis 
capellanis eisdem concedentibus dedit Deo et Sancto 
Jacuto in elemosina et decimas omnes aule Vicham quas 
predicti capellani habuerimt et decimam manerii [ms - 
mauricii] de Bercham et terram de Hales iii. acris de foris 
ville propter croftos propria. Voluntate Guillelmi secundi 
Regis Anglorum hoc . concessit atque confirmavit in 
manu Guidomari abbatis jure hereditario in elemosina 
perhenni pro salute anime sue omniumque suorum et his 
sunt testes Glem capellanus et Rib' bastad, Venodi 
bastard et alii Barones qui ex primo dono [ms - ausi] 
testes fuerunt. 

[1093 x 430] Charter of Stephen, a count of 
Brittany, confirming the grants made by his broth-
ers Alan Rufus and Alan Niger to the abbey of St 
Jacut. 

Ms. CKS, ms DRb/Ar2 (Rochester Episcopal 
Registers, Registrum Temporalium), f. iii v. 

Stephen, a count of Brittany, to all sons of Holy Mother 
Church, salutation. Let it be known that I have conceded 
and confirmed the gift which my brothers, that is count 
Alan the Red and count Alan the Black, gave to God and 
Saint Jacut and his monks, that is the church of Linton 
with tithes of all the parish, also the tithe of the aula of 
the same vill and lands pertaining to the church and pas-
ture with my own [livestock] and the tithe of the aula of 
Wickham and the tithe of the manor of Barham and the 
land Habes and three acres on account of the crofts. I 
have conceded and confirmed this for the king and this 
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I have done for the health of [the souls of] the same king 
and mine and all of my own and all the faithful who are 
deceased. The witnesses were Guidomar the steward, 
Odo the chamberlain, Scolland35  and several others. 

Stephanus comes Britanie omnibus sancte matris ecclesie 
filiis salutem. Noverit dilecto vestra me concessisse et 
confirmasse donum quod fratres mei A. scilicet et comes 
Ruffus et A. comes Niger dederunt Deo et Sancto Jacuto 
monachisque suis scilicet ecciesiam Linton' cum decimis 
totius parrochie etiam decime aule eiusdem ville et terris 
ecclesie pertinentibus et pascis cum meis propriis et 
decima aule de Vycham et decima manerii [ms - 
mau'r'm] de Br'cham et terram Habes et iii. acris propter 
croftos. Concederete et confirmarete hec pro Rege habui 
et hec feci pro salute eiusdem Regis et meaque omnium 
meorum et omnium fidelium defunctorum. Testes his 
fuerunt Guidomari dapifer, Odo camerarius, Scollant et 
alii plures. 

4. [After 1089] Notice recording the foundation by 
Alan Rufus and Alan Niger of the priory of Linton 
(Cambs.), dependant upon the abbey of St Jacut. 

ms. CKS, ms DRb/Ar2 (Rochester Episcopal 
Registers, Registrum Temporalium), f. iii v. 

In the time of William, most glorious king of the English, 
Alan, who is known as 'the Red', son of Eudo a count of 
the Bretons, came to the place of Saint Jacut, where 
Abbot Guidomar was at the time with a large number of 
monks. He gave to them in alms, for the soul of his fa-
ther Count Eudo and for the souls of his relations alive 
or dead, in England, where at the time he was constitut-
ed comes by the king of the English, a certain church of 
Linton with land and tithes, a third part of his messio per-
taming to the church, a third part of the tithe of Barham 
and similarly a third of the tithe of Little Linton. Count 
Alan indeed ordered that the abbot should send one of 
his monks to England, who might receive this gift and 
remain there until the abbot came to England in order 
that the gift might be authorized before the king of the 
English. Thus it came about that the abbot sent one of his 
monks who was called Kemneriot, who received this gift 
which Count Alan had given and there awaited Abbot 
Guidomar. The witnesses who saw this and participated 
are these; Count Eudo, father of Alan the Red, who at 
that time had come from Normandy, with many noble 
men, to the community of Saint Jacut for hospitality, and 
he greatly praised the gift which his son gave, and also 
Judicael son of Gicael and Hystomar son of Adam and 
many others. 

Afterwards, Abbot Guidomar crossed to England and in 
the presence of King William, count Alan confirmed the 
gift which he gave to God and Saint Jacut and his 
monks. King William, being a pious and merciful 
[prince?], for the benefits and prayers of the monks, 
freely conceded this gift and he ordered all his heirs to 
protect it in perpetuity and he ordered that this charter 
should be -upheld and it should be corroborated in many 
places and with witnesses. The witnesses who partici-
pated: Geoffrey (sic) archbishop of Canterbury, Richard 
(sic) bishop of London, W—bishop of Ely (sic), Count 

Alan the Red who gave and authorized this gift and 5ev-
eral others. 

After the death of Count Alan the Red, of whom the soul 
will be watched over by God, Alan the Black, his broth-
er, received all his land from the king. He himself, wish-
ing to augment [Alan's] alms and by no means to 
diminish but to increase [them], gave to God and Saint 
Jacut and his monks for the soul of his father Count 
Eudo and for the soul of his brother Alan, who had ac-
quired that land, certain land which is called Hans and 
four acres of land in the other part of the manor of 
Linton36, similarly also two parts of the tithe of Linton, 
similarly two parts of the tithe of Barham and all the 
tithe of Wickham except two acres which pertain.to  the 
church of that vill. The witnesses who participated; 
Guidomar dapifer, Odo the chamberlain, Thomas 
archdeacon of London37. 

Tempore Willelmi gloriosissimi Anglorum Regis Alanus qui 
vocatus est Ruffus filius Eudonis comitis Britannorum 
venit ad locum Sancti Jacuti ubi tunc erat abbas 
Guidomarus cum multitudine monachorum. Dedit ergo 
illis in elemosina pro anima patris sui Eudonis [ms. - 
eiusd'] comitis et pro animabus parentum suorum vivo-
rum et defunctorum in Anglia terra, ubi tunc erat comes 
constitutus a Rege Añglorum, quandam ecclesiam de 
Linton cum terra et decima, terciam partem ipsius mes-
sionis ad ecclesiam pertinentem, terciam partem decime 
de Bechaham et de parva Linton' similiter terciam 
partem decime. Jussit ergo Alanus comes ut abbas aliquo 
ex suis monachis in Anglia transmitteret qui hoc donum 
susciperet et ibidem esset usquequo abbas ad Anglia 
terra veniret ut hoc donum ante Regem Anglorum au-
torizatur esset. Ita ergo factum est et Abbas unum de 
suis monachis misit qui vocatur Kemneriot qui hoc 
donum quod Alanus comes dederat suscepit et abbatem 
Guidomar ' ibidem expectavit. Testes qui hoc viderimt et 
interfuerunt his sunt Eudo comes pater Alani Ruffi qui 
tunc de Normannia veniebat cum multi nobilibus viris 
apud cenobium Sancti Jacuti hospitandi gratia venerat et 
donum quo  filius eius dedit multum laudabat et 
Judicael filius Gicael et Hystomar filius Adam et multis 
alii. 
Postea Guidomarus Abbas transivit in Anglia et in pres-
encia Regis Willelmi donum quod iam Alanus comes 
Deo et Sancto Jacuto et monachis eius dederat iterum 
concessit. Rex autem Willelmus ut Pius et misericors et 
?princeps esset beneficiis et orationibus monachorum 
libenter concessit hoc donum et omnibus heredibus suis 
iussit custodere in perpetuam precepitque ut hec carta 
foveretur et in multis locis et testibus coroboraretur. 
Testes qui interfuerunt Gaufridus archiepiscopus 
Cantuarien', Richardus episcopus London', W—rus 
episcopus Elien', Alanus Ruffus comes qui hoc donum 
dedit et auctorizavit et plures alii. 
Post mortem Alani Ruffi comitis, cuius anima sit in con-
spectu Dei, Allan Niger frater eius oninem terram illius 
a Rege suscepit. Ipse munerari cupiens et elemosinam 
eius nequaquam minuere sed auctare volens dedit Deo 
et Sancto Jacuto et monachis eius pro anima patris sui 
Eudonis comitis et pro anima fratris sui Allani qui ipsam 
terram acquisierat quedam terra' que vocatur Hans et 
.iiii. acris terre in alia parte manerii Linton' similiter 
etiam duas partes decime de Linton' similiter duas 
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partes decime de Brecaham et tota decima de Wicham 
absque .ii. acris que pertinet ad ecciesiam ipsius yule. 
Testes qui interfuerunt Guidomarus dapifer, Odo camer-
anus, Thomas archidiaconus Londonie. 
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Alison Taylor & John Alexander 

Orton Hall Farm; A Roman and Early Anglo-Saxon 
Farmstead 
D.F. Mackreth, 1996, 255 pp. plus microfiche, East 
Anglian Archaeology 76. £35 

This excavation by the Nene Valley Research 
Committee in the early days of Peterborough New 
Town has long been recognised as the site which pro-
duced important new evidence for the crucial years 
spanning late Roman and very early Anglo-Saxon set-
tlements, and this immensely detailed report does full 
justice to this and other significant aspects of the work 
that was carried out at that time. 

The site consisted of a fully working Roman farm- 
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A Frisian Barred Zoomorphic comb from Orton 
Hall Farm. 

stead which included 4 aisled barns, one very large 
rectangular building, a mill-house, 5 driers, and as-
sorted features interpreted as furnaces, hearths and 
ovens. It was in use from the 1st century AD, with 
many of the structures belonging in the very late 4th 
century. Then, without any breaks, the still-function-
ing farm and its buildings were used by people using 
Anglo-Saxon pottery, some of which was even made 
in Roman styles, as if to satisfy traditional require-
ments for equipment such as mortaria. Subsequently 
there were changes to the whole layout of the farm-
stead. Because of the quantities of residual Roman pot-
tery on the site it was not always easy to disentangle 
later features, but it seems that at least one, and possi-
bly three, rectangular houses, one sunken-floored 
building, a granary, hearths (one of which may have 
been used for smithing), and various fences definitely 
belonged in this phase, which ended in the early 6th 
century. The site was subsequently used for open 
fields, and ridge and furrow survived. 

There are several useful discussions within the 
publication which help our understanding of similar 
issues elsewhere. These include the long use of some 
pots in a rural context (up to 50 years, sometimes fol-
lowed by re-use of broken or adapted sherds in the 
Anglo-Saxon period), cattle management and brewing 
on the late Roman farm, and the use of Car Dyke as 
the boundary to an Imperial estate. 

Alison Taylor 

Archaeology of Cambridgeshire: Vol I South West 
Cambridgeshire 
Alison Taylor, 1997, 136 pp. Cambridgeshire County 
Council. £9.95 

This volume is the first of a series which will cover the 
whole County and which will make the recent, and 
greatly increased, knowledge of the human past in the 
region available in a reliable and attractive way. The 
County Council and author are to be complimented on 
having achieved their aim by matching a clearly writ-
ten text which synthesises the available knowledge 
with carefully chosen and colourful paintings, draw-
ings, photographs and maps. These maps, drawn by 
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The development of Wimpole, from The Archaeology of Cambridgeshire Volume I. 

Sarah Wroot and showing the development of the vil-
lages from Saxon times, are particularly valuable. 

Sixty villages to the west of the Cam are covered in 
this volume. After a general introduction which sets 
the important aspects of each period in a wider con-
text, the author groups her material by village, giving 
evidence for the rise and sometimes the decline of 
each of them alongside the evidence of archaeological 
remains, documents and surviving buildings. 
Routeways in different periods are mapped and, 
whilst buildings and farming systems, fortifications 
and funeral monuments dominate the physical re-
mains, due attention is paid to excavations and casu-
al finds. Sites and finds cover all periods from the 
Palaeolithic up to the late 20th century, making this an 
invaluable reference work for local historians and his-
torical geographers as well as to archaeologists and 
all those who are interested in Cambridgeshire's past. 

John Alexander 

Cambridgeshire from the Air 
Susan Oosthuizen, 1996, 118 pp, Alan Sutton 
Publishing Ltd. £19.99 

There are two important parts to this book, both of 
which will fascinate all students of local history and 
archaeology. Firstly, of course, there are the air pho-
tographs, 142 of them, mostly reproduced in full 
colour. These have been carefully chosen from the 
world-famous collection held by Cambridge 
University and give a matchless view of 
Cambridgeshire's historic sites and their landscapes. 
All the old favourites are here - Iron Age forts of 
Wandlebury, Belsar's Hill and Stonea, castles at 
Burwell and Rampton, burial mounds at Bartlow, a 
Roman settlement at Bullocks Haste and the deserted 
medieval village at Clopton. Many lesser known sites 
are included, with some exceptional views that give 
insights into some of the ways the past has influenced 
the world still around us. Amongst these I would sin-
gle out the Saxon estate around Balsham church, 
changes to medieval East Hatley which can be seen 
dramatically from the air, and the Victorian suburbs 
of Cambridge, laid out over medieval open fields. 

However, this should not be treated just as a plc- 
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ture book, for each photograph is accompanied by a 
mini-essay which explains the significance of the 
monument in its historical context. Many of these 
give novel interpretations which will help other ar-
chaeologists understand the contexts of their data, 
discussions of many planned towns and villages 
being particularly significant. 

There are a few problems with the production of 
this book. Firstly, the colour reproduction is not as 
good as it might be. The serious reader will also find 
the lack of an index a problem, especially as the 
arrangement makes it difficult to predict where a site 
might be included. Finally, it is frustrating not to 
know when the photographs were taken, nor to have 
reference numbers so that one can consult them easi-
ly at the Cambridge University Collection of Air 
Photographs. These omissions suggest that the pub-
lisher underestimated how useful this book would be 
and how closely it would be studied. 

Alison Taylor 

The Civil War Fort at Farith from 
Cambridgeshire from the Air. 

A Study of the Impact of Imparkment on the Social 
landscape of Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire 
from c. 1080 to 1760 
Twigs Way, 1997, 380 pp, BAR British Series 258. £48 

This massive publication, the result of a PhD thesis, 
includes considerable descriptive and historical infor-
mation about 99 historic parks in Cambridgeshire, 
and also an analysis of the social and economic effects 
the creations of these 'enclosed pieces of land held 
privately, for pleasure' had on land in each parish, 
both in terms of their agricultural value and their cen-
tral location within villages. It was often important 
and fertile areas in the village that was used for these 
pleasure grounds, and therefore they could lead to se-
vere settlement disruption and depopulation, an ef-
fect sometimes still visible today. At whatever period 
parkland creation took place, it seems that areas of 
housing, land previously held in common, (often re- 

vealed as well-preserved ridge and furrow), and re-
sources where villagers once had common rights, 
such as woodland, may all be privatised in this way. 

This work catalogues and analyses signs of social 
stress that were recorded at the time, usually through 
court actions, and also the effects on individual vil-
lage landscapes, concentrating in particular on the 
positions of churches and moated sites in relation to 
the medieval villages and later manor houses. A 
major factor which needs to be understood by those 
looking at the historical geography of 
Cambridgeshire (and other areas) is therefore ex-
plained in valuable detail. 

Alison Taylor 

The Archaeology of the St. Neots to Duxford Gas 
Pipeline 1994 
J. Price, I.P. Brookes, D.J. Maynard, 1997, 160 pp. 
BAR British Series 255. £34. 

The route of this pipeline from Duxford in 
Cambridgeshire to Little Barford in Bedfordshire was 
devised so that it would avoid known archaeological 
sites but nonetheless, due to good fortune and careful 
reconnaissance by the Gas Board's archaeologists, 
several important sites did come to light and repaid 
extensive excavations. The results of eight separate 
sites are included in this volume. Some are typical of 
the types of information found during this kind of 
work anywhere in lowland Britain, but some unex-
pected results make this a particularly important re-
port. 

The most interesting site was at Foxton, adjacent to 
a Roman villa. Some of the pits were Neolithic in date, 
and others were Mid-Late Iron Age. There was a 1st 
century AD building with a flue system, and a mili-
tary-style ditch; a 3rd to 4th century cemetery which 
included one body in a lead-lined coffin with buckle, 
pottery and bones of chicken and geese, and 23 other 
bodies, many with coffins, food bones and pottery; a 
small temple; a hoard of 113 items, mostly of iron, of 
4th century date; and 5th century pots and possible 
sunken floored structures marking the sites final, 
post-Roman phase. At Wimpole, Iron Age huts and 
early Roman ditches were discovered; at Duxford 
there was a Middle Iron Age settlement and a possi-
ble Roman military camp, and at Little Barford there 
were the outlying features of a Roman villa. The hints 
of military presence in this area are very important, 
and the burials comprise the only cemetery excavated 
in Cambridgeshire since Guilden Morden in the 
1930s. The contents of the ironwork hoard, the second 
largest to be found in Britain, are also exceptionally 
important. 

Alison Taylor 
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Excavations at Stonea, Cambridgeshire 1980-85. 
R.P.J. Jackson and T.W. Potter, 1996, 749 pp. 32 plates, 
British Museum. £195 

This massive and magnificent work is the result of one 
of the most fruitful long-term excavations in 
Cambridgeshire, run by the British Museum. Visits to 
the excavations were always one of the highlights of 
my summers in the early 1980s, and it is very satisfy-
ing to see the finds that caused so much excitement at 
that time described, interpreted and illustrated in 
such style. The site, principally a Roman town, was 
discovered by David Hall while field-walking as part 
of the Fenland Project. Today it is just a ploughed field 
close to the Iron Age fort of Stonea Camp, ravaged by 
arable agriculture and metal-detectors like so many 
fenland sites. Its history, however, unravelled in the 
course of the British Museum's work, has proved to 
be crucially important in many periods. 

The earliest feature was a probable Neolithic cur-
sus. This lead towards a Bronze Age barrow which 
Tim Potter dug thirty years ago and which the latest 
evidence suggests was preceded by a henge. Artefact 
scatters show that Stonea island was inhabited or vis-
ited for much of the Neolithic and Bronze Age peri-
ods, but the first real settlement dated to the Late 
Bronze Age. From this time there was no identifiable 
hiatus in occupation until the end of the Early Anglo-
Saxon period. Settlement features of the Early and 
Middle Iron Ages culminated in a high status site, per-
haps an oppidum, identified by finds of decorative 
metalwork, brooches and coins. Many other Iron Age 
coins found in the area, including the discovery of 872 
silver coins at March also published in this volume, 
substantiate this interpretation of the site at this time. 

The major part of the volume is, of course, con-
cerned with the Roman town. This was probably de-
signed on the orders of Hadrian, an ultimately 
unsuccessful demonstration of the power of Rome 
which nonetheless must have played an essential role 
in Roman management and exploitation of the Fens. 
The most spectacular feature of this period was a 
tower, thought to be three storeys high, built at least in 
part of stone, with glazed windows, ornately painted 
plaster on the walls and all the other comforts of 
Roman luxury. Tidy, pnoto-urban town-planning 
marked the settlement in this period, but was re-
placed by a less organised land-use in the 3rd and 4th 
centuries, when ovens, pits, wells and latrines were 
more familiar features for Cambridgeshire archaeolo-
gists. Other highlights of the Roman occupation in-
clude a temple, probably built over an Iron Age 
predecessor; a huge waterlogged sump that had pre-
served items such as a hay rake, withy bundles, shin-
gles, a spade, planks and writing tablets that, alas, 
have proved impossible to read; evidence for short-
lived military use of the site; infant burials under floor 
boards, and pits containing virtually complete pots, 
often of decorated samian on Nene Valley wanes. 
Examination of the well-preserved environmental ev -
idence of the site provides plentiful data for the whole 
area, down to the fig pips and lentils found in latrines. 

Like many Roman sites that are looked at carefully, 
one of its most exciting phases comes at the end when, 
apparently without any gap in land-use, a small 
Anglo-Saxon village was constructed along a Roman 
road. Plans of four buildings of this date are a wel-
come addition to our meagre supply of Early Anglo-
Saxon settlements. After this there really does seem to 
have been no particular settlement at Stonea until the 
16th century, apart from in the 9th on 10th century 
when there was a building on a low mound. Post-me-
dieval evidence has yet another interesting stony to 
tell, this time about the economy of a pioneering farm-
ing community in this strange environment. Sledge 
runners and wine bottles are unusual features of this 
finds report. 

95 

A handle in the form of Minerva, from Excavations 
at Stonea, Cambridgeshire 1980-85. 

A great number of specialists have contributed to 
the high standard of individual aspects of the publi-
cation, and the opportunity has been taken to let some 
of them write useful essays that synthesise data from 
the region as well as explaining the Stonea material. 
Notable amongst these are Amanda Chadbunn's dis-
cussion of Iron Age coins and Martin Welch on Early 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in the Fens. Anyone interest-
ed in Roman pottery or environmental evidence will 
find a huge amount of data here. 

Some of the best finds from these excavations are 
on display in new galleries in the British Museum. 
This is very good news, especially as the one draw-
back of the report is the price. At £195 it will be be-
yond the reach of most of us. It will be an essential 
research tool in libraries, however, and any archaeolo-
gist able to acquire a discounted copy will find it an 
important reference work for many years to come. 

Alison Taylor 
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Abington, Abington Park 
TL 525 463 (Report 146) 
S. Bray and T. Way for AFU 
Fieldwalking revealed a scatter of worked flint, main-
ly of Neolithic/Early Bronze Age date, with some ear-
her elements, including two probable Upper 
Palaeolithic pieces. Iron Age pits and earlier features, 
probably the remains of Late Neolithic/Early Bronze 
Age settlement activity, were revealed. Several large, 
quarry-like features probably date to some time be-
tween the Roman and medieval periods. 

Ailsworth 
TL 1094 9767 
Tim Reynolds and Cambridge University Board of 
Continuing Education 
Fieldwalking and metal detecting survey on a Roman 
villa site revealed small quantities of sherds of Roman 
pottery, building material, 4th century coins, nails, and 
bronze and iron fragments. Evidence for a line of lime-
stone slabs and mortar fragments with associated tile 
and tesserae suggest that deep ploughing has affected 
surviving structures. 

Alconbury, Spring Cottage Farm 
TL 188 759 (Report 229) 
P. Whittaker for CAU 	 . 
Activity dating to the Late Saxon/Medieval periods 
(9th-14th centuries) was represented by a droveway, 
field boundary ditches and probable structural re-
mains. Ridge and furrow survived as earthworks over 
these features. 

Alconbury, Vinegar Hill 
TL 186 778 
Catharine Mould for BUFAU 
Excavations of a previously trenched area revealed an 
early phase depicted by early Romano-British pottery 
and bone and a second phase of ditches, possibly de-
signed as water channels. Subsequent environmental 
analysis may provide an insight into land use and 
management. There was no evidence of structural re-
mains, but pottery, bone and tile fragments possibly 
derive from a nearby settlement. 

Bassingbourn, Church Close, 
TL 330 442 (Project No. 456) 
H. Roberts for BUFAU 
Geophysical survey and trial trenching north of 
Church Close revealed ditches, gullies and pits, with 
pottery mainly dating to the 13-14th centuries. No ev -
idence was found of a possible medieval moat, al-
though only one moat arm could be trenched. There 
was insufficient animal bone to indicate site function, 
and some charred plant remains, possibly indicating 
the presence of domestic rubbish. 

Buckworth, Church Road/Hamerton Road 
TL 148 768 (Report no. 303) 
Jon Murray for HAT 
Evaluation trenches revealed pits, ditches and post-
holes indicating occupation during Roman, late Saxon, 
medieval and post-medieval times. Much of the 
Roman pottery is late (4th/early 5th centuries). 
Occupation appears to be continuous from late Saxon 
into recent times. 

Cambridge, Corpus Christi: The Master's Garden 
TL 4489 5815 (Report 230) 
M. Alexander for CAU 
Quarrying for gravels in the 14/15th century was 
shown to be extensive, nevertheless the recovery of 
12/13th century pottery in residual, possibly primary 
contexts, indicates that the area lay close to domestic 
occupation in pre-College times and in the 14th to 16th 
century. A pathway may be associated with 
Workhouse Lane, one of the original entry points to 
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the College grounds. An exposed arched wall-open-
ing could represent a culvert taking runoff into the 
King's Ditch. 

Cambridge, Babraham Road 
TL 477 546 (Report A 147) 
M. Hinman for AFU 
Evaluation trenches revealed a large ditch terminal, 
the tightly flexed burial of a young adult male, proba-
bly of Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age or Early Iron 
Age date, and the very tightly flexed burial of a calf. 
Elsewhere on the site there was a pair of steep-sided 
ditches (2m wide and at least 1.2m deep) with a 5m 
entrance between them. The size and position of the 
ditches on a high point suggest a defensive function 
enclosing an embanked area. Substantial quantities of 
butchered bone in the secondary fills suggests specif-
ic and possibly seasonal activities. Preliminary dating 
indicates an early Iron Age date for this enclosure. 

Cambridge, 71 Castle Street 
TL 44415 59265 (Report BlO) 
R. Heawood for AFU 
A pit, between 0.45 and 0.6m below the present 
ground level contained 4th century Roman pottery, 
animal bone and oyster shell. 

Cambridge, 12-14 St. Edwards Passage 
TL 4485 5835 (Report 235) 
M. Alexander for CAU 
A watching brief during refurbishment of buildings of 
the late 18th/early 19th century revealed footings to a 
wall parallel to the back wall of No. 13 (indicating that 
the current building respects the alignment of an ear-
her structure) and a substantial clunch foundation un-
derneath the adjoining wall between Nos. 14 and 15, 
suggesting that it relates to an earlier structure. 

Cambridge, Jesus College - The Gatehouse Range 
TL 4520 5889 (This volume) 
A. Dickens & C. Evans for CAU 
Architectural recording during refurbishment of the 
Jesus Lane Gatehouse and the range on its western 
side showed that all masonry belonged to the College 
rather than the nunnery. Removal of panelling within 
the first storey Gatehouse room showed that it had 
been elaborately painted, probably in the 17th or 18th 
century, (photographed by RCHM). Constructed in 
1503-7 to house a Grammar school (suppressed 1570), 
the open hall-type plan of the western range was re-
covered. Linking the School and Master's Lodge at 
different storey levels, the Gatehouse originally had a 
complex arrangement of staircase flights; its timber 
ceiling was recorded by A.J. Baggs. 

Cambridge, Trinity Hall - The Thornton Library 
Extension 
TL 4456 5850 (Report 222) 
M. Alexander for CAU 
The earliest deposits were waterlain and indicate that 
the site fell within the river channel, the gravel bed 
lying some 2.6m below the present water level. Its 

course was narrowed and the site reclaimed by a 
riverside wall and ground consolidation, apparently 
when the College acquired the land. Access to a build-
ing beyond the northern wall was blocked and the 
area sealed in a cobbled surface. In the 18th/ 19th cen-
tury a toilet block was built against a new river wall 
and connected to a rain water culvert. 

Cambridge, Trinity College - Master's Lodge 
TL 448 586 (Report 239) 
M. Alexander for CAU 
The earliest activity recorded dated to the 12th/13th 
century, when a path and wheel ruts followed a lane 
running down to riverside hythes. A conduit laid in 
1325 and locally repaired in the 16th century was ex-
cavated. Later activity, including a substantial clunch 
and stone wall foundation, related to establishment of 
the Lodge and ancillary buildings in the mid 16th cen-
tury. Sections of another wall of this phase were found 
encased in the fabric of the standing basement. 

Castor, Primary School 
TL 125 985 (Report B9) 
W. Wall for AFU 
Foundations for play equipment revealed disturbed 
Roman layers and a pit containing charcoal and burnt 
daub with interwoven wattle impressions. 

Caxton, Firs Farm 
TL 3022 5795 (Project no. 392) 
C. Mould for BUFAU 
Trenching revealed yard surfaces, a cobbled layer, 
foundation trenches and postholes of medieval date. 
In addition to these settlement remains, other trench-
es identified remains of ridge and furrow and a pond. 
The remains, close to St Andrew's Church, are part of 
the early village which was later moved towards 
Ermine Street. 

Cherry Hinton, Fulbourn Road 
TL 491 560 (Report 247) 

White for CAU 
Three Bronze Age ring-ditches were excavated. Finds 
from the ditches were scarce but pottery of this period 
was recovered from two pits; there was no evidence of 
associated burials. 

Cottenham, 235-239 High Street 
TL 451 676 (Report 228) 

Alexander for CAU 
Archaeological features dating from the 12th century 
and later were recorded. The earliest ditches are not 
aligned with the High Street, which appears to have 
been laid out before the 14th century, suggesting that 
this part of the village was not established until after 
the Norman Conquest. 

Diddington, Little Paxton Field 1 
TL 202 651 (Project no.219.10) 
A. E. Jones for BUFAU 
(This volume) 
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Earith - ARC Quarry. 
TL 382 782 (Report forthcoming) 

Regan for CAU 
Two sub-rectangular Middle Iron Age enclosures, 
their entrances to the southeast, were completely 
stripped, with a watching brief kept across the. inter-
vening areas. One enclosure was regularly laid out 
and contained a near-central roundhouse, with anoth-
er roundhouse and other structure south of the corn-
pound. In the second enclosure was a roundhouse, 
seven four-post structures, and the postholes of three 
other possible buildings. Numerous pits were located, 
most being clay-lined cooking pits. The watching 
brief confirmed that the southern enclosure system 
continued west beyond the opened area, where three 
ring-gullies with an attached compound were test ex-
cavated. 

Eaton Socon, River Mill 
TL 1733 5870 (Report A119) 
J. Roberts for AFU 
Evaluation excavations adjacent to the Ouse revealed 
ditches and gullies containing small quantities of 
early medieval pottery and animal bone. 

Ely, Lynn Road 
TL 540 813 (Report forthcoming) 

Bray for AFU 
An isolated circular pit was found, lined with the re-
mains of at least two Bronze Age vessels. To the east 
ten parallel shallow ditches were sealed beneath a 
medieval headland. 

Ely Ouse Flood Scheme, Rivers Cam, Ouse, Little 
Ouse and Lark 
J.B. Finney et al. for CAU 
Two culverts (TL 5250 7390 & TL 5855 8355), an earth-
en bank (TL 7165 8630) and an area of chalk rubble 
which could represent the remains of jetties (TL 5370 
7575), have been identified. 

Fen Ditton, Greenhouse Farm 
TL 490 594 (Report 240) 
R. Mortimer for CAU 	, 
Evaluation of c. 14ha. of Iron Age occupation dating 
C. 600 BC to c. 100 AD suggested the site was an open 
settlement in the early Iron Age, set within and sur-
rounded by ditched fields, with a possible contraction 
into deep-ditched enclosures in the Mid/Late Iron 
Age. Archaeological features towards the Newmarket 
Road appear to continue through into the airfield to 
the south. 

Fulbourn, Fulbourn Hospital 
TL 498 566 
Richard Brown for OAU 
Trenching revealed evidence for mid-late Bronze Age 
occupation in the form of a ditched enclosure, along 
with a series of postholes and structures, both possi-
bly associated with livestock management. The small 
amounts of domestic artefactual evidence and the 
presence of deep ditches, fence lines and structures, 

and the bones of cattle, auroch, sheep/goat, pig and 
horse suggest a communal livestock enclosure not a 
domestic settlement. Other finds included early to 
late Bronze Age pottery, worked flint, molluscs and 
charred plant remains. 

Fulbourn, Shardelowe's Moated Manor 
TL 52 55 

Malim for AFU 
Ditches 12m and 8m wide were observed in a pipeline 
trench, probably the western and northern arms of a 
moat known from cropmark and documentary evi-
dence. Chalk footings for a wall (1.5m wide, 0.1m 
thick) 0.3m below the present land surface, a chalk 
surface 2m to the northeast with fragments of build-
ing stone, a further wall, and a cobbled surface lOm to 
the northeast, were also noted, these features appar-
ently outside the moated area along its northwest 
edge. A V-shaped ditch with recent organic fills 
crossed the trench 20m northeast of the moat ditches. 

Gamlingay, Station Road 
TL 243 519 
Jon Murray for HAT 
A Saxon inhumation cemetery with over 100 individ-
uals was excavated, and also 13 sunken-featured 
buildings. A large scatter of prehistoric flints was 
identified, including 5 tranchet flint axes. 

Godmanchester, Pinfold Lane 
TL 245 704 (Report B7 and A127) 
M. Hinman for AFU 
Test pitting and a recording brief established that at 
least im of Roman deposits survive. Previous archae-
ological excavations were also located, but the record-
ing brief did not permit any archaeological excavation 
to take place. 

Godmanchester, Cow Lane 
TL 257 707 (A126) 
M. Hinman for AFU 
Excavations adjacent to previous excavations by F. 
McAvoy for English Heritage revealed further prehis-
toric features including postholes and intercutting 
pits, the earliest of which contained a waterlogged 
oak trunk and hazel round wood. Late 
Neolithic-Early Bronze Age pottery deposited in the 
pit indicate a return to the same location over a peri-
od of several hundred years. Roman enclosure and 
field boundary ditches at the south end of the area 
date to the 3rd and 4th centuries AD. . 

Godmanchester, St. Anne's Lane 
TL 2481 7048 (Report A122) 
M Hinman for AFU 
Evaluation work revealed a well-preserved sequence 
of prehistoric and Roman remains. Roman activity 
was related to the expansion of the town in the 3rd 
and 4th centuries. Evidence for structures, enclosures, 
domestic rubbish pits and open areas surfaced with 
compacted gravel is present within the development 
area. 
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Great Shelford, 18120 Cambridge Road 
TL 461 531 (Report forthcoming) 
S. Bray for AFU 
Ten probably early medieval pits and six ditches were 
recorded, probably on the periphery of medieval ac-
tivity in the area. 

Haddenham, Flat Bridge Farm 
TL 4175 7315 (Report 231) 
L. White for CAU 
Evaluation work on the north bank of the Old West 
River revealed several scattered archaeological fea-
tures including an Iron Age roundhouse and associat-
ed settlement features (small pits and ditches); an 
isolated cremation pit was also excavated. 

Hinxton Hall Northern ha-ha 
TL 5498 2449 (Report Bil) 
R. Heawood for AFU 
A machine trench revealed the original profile of the 
early 19th century ha-ha, 1.5m deep with flint and 
brick retaining wall, subsequently filled with chalk 
rubble and topsoil. 

Impington, Arbury Camp 
TL 4449 6160 (Request Survey Dec. 1995) 
A. Oswald for RCHME 
An earthwork survey was undertaken of the Iron Age 
fort, which is severely plough-damaged. The fort was 
univallate and had an single entrance facing east. It is 
almost perfectly circular. The field immediately west 
of the present B1049 was also investigated to search 
for medieval field systems previously noted by Trump 
and Alexander. A trackway, headlands and very slight 
traces of ridge and furrow were recorded. 

Littleport, Camel Road 
TL 5660 8715 (Report forthcoming) 
R. Heawood for AFU 
Roman features included ditches, gullies, 'tanks', 
hearths and possible beam slots. Pottery, coins and a 
brooch indicate occupation between the 2nd to 4th 
century. Briquetage and later Roman drainage ditches 
suggest water management for salt extraction. 

Longstanton 
TL 393 670 (Report No 356) 
Alex Jones for BUFAU 
Use of archaeological records and photographic and 
fieldwalking surveys revealed cropmarks of possible 
prehistoric settlements; ring-ditches, earthworks 
above ground, ridge and furrow, a hollow-way, and a 
few sherds of Roman, medieval and post-medieval 
pottery, flint artefacts and post-medieval brick and 
tile. 

Market Deeping By Pass 
TF 134 096 and TF 149 080 
Archaeological Project Services 
Three areas of activity, correlating approximately with 
cropmark areas, suggest areas of prehistoric activity. 
In one, where the route crosses the road between 

Castle End and Deeping Gate, ditches, gullies, shal-
low pits and postholes were revealed, but no artefac-
tual material was recovered for dating. The central 
sector contained a crouched burial, ring-ditch and two 
possible barrows. In the same area were ditches and 
pits of the Mid to Late Iron Age period, dated from 
Iron Age pottery sherds found in the fills. The south-
ern sector contained ditches, postholes, two possible 
drip gullies and a possible occupation layer/buried 
soil associated with Late Bronze Age occupation, 
dated by pottery sherds from fills of the features. 

Maxey, Lyndon Farm 
TF 1142 0793 (Report A116 and forthcoming) 
J. Roberts for AFU 
Excavations revealed a burial, a well and numerous 
pits, ditches and gullies. Much Roman pottery, tile 
and building material, together with animal bone and 
quern stones, suggest occupation of the site, close to 
the Roman road, King Street, between the 2nd and 4th 
centuries. A small quantity of prehistoric material was 
also recovered. Of particular importance were post-
Roman or Anglo-Saxon sherds, found mainly in pits, 
together with Anglo-Saxon loom-weight fragments, a 
needle, and red deer antler, suggesting part of the site 
was occupied in the 5/6th centuries. 

Milton, Butt Lane 
TL 5461 2626 (Report 145) 
A. Connor for AFU 

Phase 1 Bronze Age Features from the AFU Report 
on excavations at Butt Lane, Milton. 
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Continuing excavations revealed small timber struc-
tures, several pits, a quarry, ditches (possibly of a 
trackway) and a buried soil. Small quantities of mid-
die Bronze Age pottery were recovered from the 
buried soil and post-built structures, revealing part of 
a rare settlement site of this period. Pits and ditches 
have been attributed to the late Iron Age, as have 
some further posthole structures. Evidence for Roman 
occupation comes from quarry pits and from parallel 
ditches which were perhaps a continuation of the Iron 
Age trackway. 

Needingworth, Barleycroft Farm, ARC Quarry 
TL 3510 3620/7140 7220 (Report forthcoming) 
M. Knight & C. Evans 
Excavation continued on the Bronze Age field system 
extending throughout the eastern Ouse-side fields. 
The northern portion was double-ditched and hedge-
divided, linked by a boundary to the Butcher's Rise 
ring-ditches reported last year. Associated round-
houses and Collared Urn pits were recovered. It was 
more open and reeve-like than southern areas, where 
there were smaller internal paddocks with a more in-
tense settlement presence and a small cremation 
cemetery. The northern field system was replaced by 
or had added to it six great post alignments. These 
were oriented both north to south and east to west, at 
points bisecting each other (with some having wide 
entrance intervals up to 25m across), and were 
45-130m long. With deep-set posts at intervals of 
0.5-8m, those on the north to south alignment termi-
nated in 'T'-shaped arrangements, evocative of the 
Flag Fen causeway/post alignments but with no 
known immediate parallel. A number of Neolithic pit-
ting clusters (Mildenhall and Peterborough Ware at-
tributed) were found when large areas were opened, 
and, adjacent to the river, distinct Grooved Ware-as-
sociated groups were excavated (see description of 
those at the Over quarry, below). A small barrow was 
discovered and will be preserved. 

Over, ARC Quarry 
TL 378.719 (Report forthcoming) 
J. Pollard for CAU 
Excavations continued on two further sites, neither of 
which contained waterlogged components. Later 
Neolithic pit clusters, from which large quantities of 
Grooved Ware and bone were recovered, were exam-
med. Post-built structures were found in association, 
including a 'C'-shaped setting with an accompanying 
inhumation. A human skull set in the base of one of 
the pits had been ringed with deer antlers. Pottery, 
mainly large decorated sherds, is the most substantial 
Grooved Ware assemblage from the region. 

Peterborough, Fengate - The Co-Op Site 
TL 217 990 (Report forthcoming) 
D. Gibson for CAU 
Excavations on the fenward side of Catswater Iron 
Age settlement, where a Neolithic henge has been in-
vestigated, revealed further Neolithic activity, includ-
ing pits and a substantial and evidently rebuilt 

sub-rectangular post structure from which both early 
and later Neolithic wares were recovered. 

Peterborough, Botolphbridge 
TL 174 974 
I. Meadows for Peterborough Archaeology Group 
Excavations in 1987-88 revealed traces of a late Saxon 
and early medieval village, and metal detection sug -
gested there was also a Roman settlement here. In 
1997 a series of Roman agricultural enclosure ditches 
of the 2nd century and the severely truncated stone 
foundations of a building which had been robbed in 
antiquity were examined by test-pitting. Adjacent to 
the building was a metalled surface between two 
ditch terminals. Preservation was poor as a result of 
Saxon and medieval cultivation. 

Peterborough Cathedral, Bishops Vegetable Garden 
TL 1945 9855 
I. Meadows for Peterborough Archaeology Group 
A large vertical-sided east-west trench, over 3m deep 
and containing 17th century sherds, was excavated to 
the north of the original precinct wall. It extended into 
an earlier ditch which represents the continuation of 
the burh defences. The burghal ditch had been 
scoured/recut at least once before being left to silt up, 
and contained burnt limestone and facing mortar 
which may have been derived from the burh wall or a 
gateway. The presence of the gateway was indicated 
by the termination of the ditch within the trench. Two 
wooden stakes driven into the ditch base presumably 
formed some type of barrier preventing people or an-
imals straying off the causeway. It is even possible 
they formed part of the defensive system. The adja-
cent gateway is probably the Bolehithe gate men-
tioned by Hugh Candidus as the location of 
Hereward the Wake's storming of the monastery in 
1070. Between this trench and earlier work in Bishops 
Road Gardens it is possible to produce a complete 
section through the Saxon ditch on the south side of 
the burh. Examination of the pottery will help date 
later refurbishment of these defences. 

Peterborough, Fengate, Murden's Former Depot 
TL 2106 9850 (Report 97/1) 
F Pryor for FAT 
Two Neolithic pits, Bronze Age linear ditches and an 
early Iron Age trackway were recorded. Additionally, 
features similar to those found on an adjacent site 
were recovered, these being a series of late Iron 
Age/early Roman ditches, a roundhouse eaves-drip 
gully and a series of small pits and postholes. 

Peterborough, Paston Reserve, 
BUFAU 
Excavation of a Romano-British farmstead enclosure 
uncovered a cobbled surface, a large shallow pit, a 
number of small pits, a hearth; possible postholes, 
and a layer of brown soil which could be interpreted 
as the remains of a stable or barn floor. A large quan-
tity of pottery was recovered of 3rd-4th century date. 
Other finds comprised Roman brick and tile, frag- 
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ments of animal bone and iron nails. Evidence for a 
linear field system possibly earlier than the enclosure 
was also identified. 

St Ives, The Priory 
TL 3145 7115 (Report no.278) 
Jon Murray for HAT 
Evaluation trenches identified well-preserved, strati-
fied medieval deposits surviving to a depth of at least 
1.5m, including a dump layer, pits and ditches. There 
was surviving structural stone work, probably from 
the priory buildings, and a chalk foundation. Other 
features may be Roman or Saxon in date; there were 
numerous Roman sherds found and a handful of 
Saxon ones. 

St. Neots, Eynesbury, Barford Road 
TL 180 585 (Report A148) 
S. Kemp for AFU 
A complex of Neolithic and Bronze Age ritual monu-
ments to the south of Eynesbury were evaluated. 
Early prehistoric monuments investigated included 
cursus ditches, ring-ditches ranging in diameter be-
tween 16m and 14m, and a possible long barrow (58m 
by 25m), and Iron Age pit alignments which cut across 
the earlier monuments. Bronze Age and Iron Age pot-
tery was recovered from several features. 
Subsequently there were Roman and medieval field 
systems represented by ditches and trackways. 

Sawtry, Tort Hill East 
TL 1720 8485 
Gwilym Hughes for BUFAU 
Large area excavations in two sectors revealed linear 
ditches, some of which appeared to form a rectilinear 
enclosure, as well as gullies and pebble surfaces. 
Pottery from the area of excavation suggested occupa-
tion from an early Roman date to the 3rd to 4th centu-
ry. Wall plaster fragments were found in an enclosure. 
Other finds included an arch of angular stones, frag-
ments of a rotary quern, and animal bone. 

Sawtry, Tort Hill West 
TL 1720 8460 
Peter Leach for BUFAU 
Open area excavations of a rectilinear enclosure and 
associated features of late Iron Age date revealed ac-
tivity in the Early, Middle or later Iron Age, and Late 
Iron Age/ Early Roman periods. Ditches and gullies or 
wall-construction trenches were found, some provid-
ing evidence for settlement reorganisation. Further 
evidence for settlement was two hearths or ovens, 
charcoal, late Iron Age, and Belgic-style wares and 
early Roman pottery. A late Roman burial was the 
only evidence for activity prior to ridge and furrow 
agriculture. A northern settlement area revealed evi-
dence of curvilinear and linear boundary ditches, and 
circular structures of the pre-Roman Iron Age phase. 
The latter enclosures were sub-divided by less sub-
stantial ditches or gullies, with arrangements of post-
holes, pits, hearths, and traces of clay flooring 
suggesting a timber and wattle and daub structure. A 

substantial quantity of animal bone and pottery was 
found. The pottery dated occupation to within the sec-
ond half of the 1st century, possibly into the early 2nd 
century. 

Stapleford, Wandlebury Hillfort 
TL 494 533 (Report forthcoming) 
K. Gdaniec and. C. French for CAU, Dept. of 
Archaeology, University of Cambridge, and RCHME 
A geophysical survey supervised by Dr. C.A. Shell de-
fined extensive settlement evidence in the south of 
Varley's Field, where the underlying geology changes, 
and artefact surveys and excavation confirmed this 
break, although a low background of Neolithic and 
earlier Bronze Age lithics were evident across the 
whole field. Clusters of pits, like those found inside 
the ringwork in 1956-7, contained evidence of struc-
tured deposition, grain storage, and both human and 
animal burial; these were associated with Early Iron 
Age pottery. Some had been truncated by the outer 
ditch and bank, confirming that they pre-date the con-
struction phases of the ringwork. An earthwork sur-
vey by RCHME identified an eastern entranceway 
marked by a distinct kink in the outer rampart and 
ditch, and limited investigation of this area revealed a 
Roman cobbled route overlying major construction el-
ements of the entranceway. A post-built enclosure 
within the paddocks and orchards was sealed by the 
inner rampart bank. Traces of small structures, gullies 
and storage pits further extend the settlement evi-
dence. 

Stilton, Norman Cross 
TL 159 907 
C. Mould for BUFAU 
Medieval ridge and furrow and field boundaries were 
trenched. No evidence was found of the suggested 
line of Ermine Street to the west of the Al, but in one 
trench ditches and pits containing late 2nd and 3rd 
century pottery were sealed beneath a 4th century 
spread of pottery. There were interconnecting ditches 
and gullies, but little evidence for coherent structures. 
However, pottery, bone and structural material found 
within their fills suggests that domestic occupation 
could have been located nearby. This is supported by 
the presence of roughly rectangular areas defined by 
linear features which could have been 'backplots' or 
paddocks, and a stone surface, possibly the surviving 
remains of a yard. All could have some association 
with a Romano-British homestead. 

Swavesey, School Lane 
TL 359 688 (Report forthcoming) 
R. Heawood for AFU 
Excavations close to the centre of Swavesey revealed 
dense Saxo-Norman and medieval occupation, in-
cluding evidence for several post-built timber struc-
tures. An important stratified sequence of medieval 
occupation was discovered. Pottery ranged from 10th 
to 14th centuries, including Thetford, St. Neots, Ely, 
Lyveden Stanion and Grimston wares. Many features 
contained large sherds of both early and late date 
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which may contribute to redefining the standard 
dates given to these pottery types. 

Waterbeach Car Dyke 
TL 496 642 (Report forthcoming) 
S. Macaulay for AFU 
An excavation of the Roman canal where it connects 
with the River Cam located the original edge of the 
Roman river and showed the canal to have been 24m 
wide and 7m deep at this point. Two kilns producing 
Horningsea Ware were found on the bank of Car 
Dyke. A nearby timber building appears to have been 
a warehouse or further industrial area. Activity on the 
site dates from the mid 2nd to late 4th century AD. 

Waterbeach, Chittering - Bannold's Lodge 
TL 500 690 (Report 226) 
P. Whittaker for CAU 
Early Neolithic to Bronze Age lithic scatters were dis-
covered, with no associated features. A late Iron 
Age/early Roman settlement was associated with a 
roundhouse and hearth, and a 2nd-4th century AD 
phase was a more established period of activity char-
acterised by enclosure ditches, a droveway and 
boundary ditch (the latter with an inhumation). 
Although a series of gravel quarry pits cannot be 
dated conclusively, at least half are pre-14th century. A 
14th century enclosure ditch was associated with a 
structure and a droveway/causeway, probably the 
continuation of the Denny Causeway which once led 
to Denny Abbey; it continued in use into post-me-
dieval times. 

Wittering, Bonemills Farm 
TF 047 015 (Report forthcoming) 
W. Wall for AFU 
Evaluation on the route of the trunk main from Wing, 
Northamptonshire to Peterborough revealed remains 
of Middle Saxon iron-smelting furnaces. Two furnaces 
were sub-oval pits about 2.2m long, 0.6m wide and 
0.15m deep. At one end the sides and bases of the pits 
were heavily discoloured by heat; running out from 
this end were thick flows of tap slag, ash and charcoal. 
A third feature was possibly a furnace of a different 
type, a circular pit 0.60m in diameter and 0.33m deep. 
This had no evidence of slag-tapping, although a large 
mass of iron and slag recovered from it may have been 
a bloom. Nothing remained of the superstructures. 
Several pits adjacent to the furnaces contained char-
coal and burnt ironstone, with evidence of burning at 
the pit base. These may have been used for roasting 
the ore before smelting. Charcoal samples from the 
fills of furnaces one and three were submitted for ra-
diocarbon dating: 
Beta 111221 Oak (Quercus) sapwood charcoal from furnace 1: 
1350 + 80 BP cal AD 575 to 875 (95%) 
Beta 111222 Elder (Sambucus) charcoal from possible furnace 3: 
1230 + 50 BP cal AD 680 to 905 and cal AD 920 to 950 (95%) 

No metal artefacts were recovered in spite of an in-
tensive metal-detector survey, and a traverse across 
the site with a magnet failed to produce any traces of 
hammer scale. 

Woodhurst, Wheatsheaf Road 
TL 329 754 and 319 759 (Report no A124) 
J. Last for AFU 
Fieldwalking along the route of a pipeline revealed a 
scatter of late Roman pottery 1km east of the village. 
Excavations exposed a ditch 
and feature (approximately 

) 25m wide and over 0.55m 
deep) containing pottery, tile, 
animal bone and coins dating Li  to the 3rd and 4th centuries V_/\ AD. Near the village a small 
ditched enclosure, probably 
of late Roman date, was ONN" noted and a small (11 x 
12mm) plaque of silver in- Silver plaque found 
scribed in three rows with the at Wheatsheaf 
Christian prayer VRS/ACI Road, Woodhurst. 
(Chi-Rho symbol)/ VIVAS Scale 2:1 
was found. 

Examination of the following areas revealed little or 
no archaeological information. 

Alconbury Hill 
BUFAU (forthcoming) 

Brampton, Park Road 
TL 201 709 (Report A121) 

Buckworth, Church Road/Hamerton Road 
TL 148 768 (CAU Report 292) 

Cambridge, Homerton College 
TL 4815 5420 (CAU Report 224) 

Eaton Socon 
TL 169 588 (HAT Report 256) 

Godmanchester, 6 Earning Street 
TL 2703 5208 (CAU Report 227) 

Great Shelford, Whitefields, Hinton Way 
TL 473 534 AFU (Report B12) 

Keyston 
TL 0439 7532 
Northamptonshire Archaeology (forthcoming) 

Leighton Bromswold Manor Farm 
TL 515 753 (AFU Report B15) 

Little Paxton, St. James' Church 
TL 182 627 (AFU Report B14) 

Littleport, Hardwick Close 
TL 5646 8718 (AFU Report B13) 

March, Creek Road 
TL 418 967 (BUFAU Project no. 428) 
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Mepal, Witcham Road 
TL 445 806 (AFU Report A115) 

Papworth Everard, Church Lane 
IL 283 627 (HAT Report no. 198) 

Peterborough, Flag Fen Sewage Treatment Works 
TL 212 697 (FAT Report no. 97/2) 

Peterborough, Westfield Road, Co-Op site 
TL 1820 9970 (AOC, forthcoming) 

Sawtrij, Manor Farm 
TL 173 838 (AFU Report B8) 

Somersham, 100 High Street 
TL 358 779 (AFU, forthcoming) 

Southorpe, Southorpe Quarry 
TF 0860 0200 (HAT Report 252) 

Spaldwick, Ferriman Road 
TL 1283 7255 (HAT Report 298) 

Stretham, Old West River 
TL 5250 7390 & 4925 7165 (CAU Report 232) 

Upton, South Farm, 
TL 1841 7896 
BUFAU (forthcoming) • 

Waterbeach, Hill Farm 
TL 495 650 (AFU Report B16) 

Cambridge Antiquarian Society is grateful to 
Cambridgeshire County Council for a grant towards 
the publication of this Fieldwork report. 
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Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit 

Diddington excavations, 5 
fieldwork, 179-186 

Blackborough End, Middleton, Norfolk, medieval pottery 
kilns, 157 
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Caxton 

Roman: Edix Hill, 39, 40 
	

field systems, 145-152 	 V 

brooches 
	 fieldwork 1997, 180 	 V 

Roman: Edix Hill, 14, 31, 38, 39 V 	 Saxon settlement, 180 V 
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Little Paxton, 11; Sawtry, 184; Wandlebury, 184 
Anglo-Saxon: Oakington, 57, 65, 66, 70 
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Dorchester, Dorset, animal bones, 45 
	

Fenstanton, barrow, 10 
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excavations at Oakington, 57 

	
Evidencefrom Caxton, Cambridgeshire, 145-152, illus 

fieldwork 1997, 185 
	

Cambridgeshire from the Air see Reviews, 176-7 
Maddox-Brown, 92 
	

Orton Hall Farm, A Roman and Early Anglo-Saxon Farmstead, 
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from Diddington, 8, 9, 11; Edix Hill, 13-15, 19-21 1  23, 	radiocarbon dates 
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