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Reviews 

John Alexander, Sue Oosthuizen, Alison Taylor & Tony Baggs 

The Archaeology of Landscape 
Paul Everson and Tom Williamson (eds), 1998. 198pp, 
Manchester University Press. £45 

This marvellous collection of essays has been put to-
gether in honour of Christopher Taylor, a past 
President of this Society. Christopher Taylor has, over 
a long career with the Royal Commission for Historic 
Monuments, completely revolutionised our under-
standing of the history of settlement and of gardens. 
The outpouring of work on each of these topics - each 
a discrete field of landscape research in its own right - 
is the result of this work. The list of authors to this 
volume is a roll-call of the eminent: Michael Aston, Joe 
Bettey, Tony Brown, Andrew Fleming, Glen Foard, 
Peter Fowler, Brian Roberts, Sarah Pearson, Stuart 
Wrathmell and the editors themselves; and nothing 
could underline Taylor's importance to our under-
standing of the history of landscape more than this. 
This implicit testimony to his profound effect on land-
scape studies is made explicit by the authors. Andrew 
Fleming, for example, explains that 'I first encountered 
Chris Taylor a long time ago, when I was an under-
graduate on a field trip to Wessex. He showed us some 
Romano-British settlements. I was fascinated'. 

It is appropriate therefore that this book should 
both record the stimulus which Taylor's work has 
given to that of other researchers, and act as a stimulus 
itself to other workers in the field. Peter Fowler, for 
example,, in his analysis of the history of the Ridgeway 
across Overton Down demonstrates the way in which 
interpretations can be coloured by contemporary per-
ceptions of landscape - in the case of the Ridgeway 'a 
particular, romantic image of the English countryside 
in the 1920s and 1930s'. It would be worth revisiting 
the history of the Icknield Way in Cambridgeshire in 
the light of this essay, to see whether the evidence 
might now usefully be re-evaluated. 

In another example Tony Brown and Glen Foard re-
examine the processes behind settlement nucleation 
and early open field agriculture in the late Saxon period 
in the light of recent research in Northamptonshire, 
itself a centre for Taylor's work on settlement origins. 
This essay is an extraordinary tour de force ranging 

over an enormous complexity of sites, periods and 
theory. Their conclusions about the establishment of 
royal estates in the middle Saxon period, with depen-
dent cotes of free tenants, provide an hypothesis which 
marks a substantial step forward in our understand-
ing of these landscapes. It will itself stimulate further 
research and add to that - including work in 
Cambridgeshire - which is already underway. 

No review can do justice to this important collec-
tion of essays - a short précis of each is a travesty of 
the whole. It will be essential reading for anyone with 
a serious interest in landscape history for many years 
to come, and it is a pity that Manchester University 
Press should have issued it in hardback at a price 
which is prohibitive to individuals, where a paperback 
volume, more competitively priced, would have 
served the purpose more appropriately. 

Sue Qosthuizen 

The Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Edix Hill 
(Barrington A), Cambridgeshire 
T. Malim and J.  Hines 1998. CBA Res. Rpt 112. 343 pp 
+ fiche. £25. 

Annual excavations in 1989, 1990 and 1991 on this 
superb cemetery site, following its rediscovery in 
1987, were the archaeological highlights of those 
years, and this massive and beautifully illustrated 
report does justice to the quality of the remains found 
there. In total 149 bodies were excavated, dating 
between about 500 AD and the early 7th century. 
There was a fair cross-section of the population in 
terms of age and wealth, and close study of the skele-
tons themselves and the grave goods deposited with 
them give a lively picture of life in this rural commu-
nity. 

The burial ritual demanded that bodies were laid 
out in their most prestigious dress, women with jew-
ellery and personal items such as keys and bags, men 
with spears and shields and children sometimes with 
a pot (for food) or joint of meat, occasionally a few 
beads, and often (like everybody else) with an iron 
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knife. Women were literally the holders of wealth in 
this community, and the most remarkable grave of all 
was that of a young woman suffering from leprosy 
who was buried. in an iron-bound bed with many of 
her possessions, including the only sword from the 
site, apparently shortened for use in weaving. 
Otherwise, it is the women's brooches and their beads 
of amber, coloured glass, crystal and jet, together with 
a 7th century necklace of silver rings, glass beads and 
two gold pendants, that dominate the finds from this 
site, but it is the pathological reports that for many 
will make the best reading. These describe some of the 
diseases that affected the bones of the population: 
osteoarthritis, leprosy, cancers, tuberculosis and vari-
ous dental problems. There is also evidence for broken 
limbs, wounds and the effects of hard physical work, 
peoples' stature and the patterns of age at death. 

Also discussed is evidence for the cemetery in its 
regional context, including several neighbouring 
cemeteries, for southern Cambridgeshire is one of the 
best areas in Britain for studying this period, and 
there are extensive technical analyses covering items 
such as the shields, brooches, buckets, textiles, glass 
beads and beds. Interpretations of the chronology of 
the various elements of the burials will be of great 
value to those working with more fragmentary re-
mains elsewhere, and the chapter on social analysis of 
the site sets out evidence for many important facets of 
early Anglo-Saxon life. 

Alison Taylor 
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Artefacts found in grave 95 from The Anglo-
Saxon Cemetery at Edix Hill 

Brooch and banglefrom an Iron Age princely burial 
at Newnham Crofifrom Cambridge: The Hidden 
History 

Cambridge: The Hidden History 
Alison Taylor, 1999, 160pp, 113 illustrations (31 
colour).Tempus Publishing. £18.99 

Miss Taylor is to be congratulated on having written a 
book which will be read with pleasure and profit by 
both those familiar with the history of Cambridge and 
those who are new to it. She is well qualified to do 
this, for as the first County Archaeologist for 
Cambridgeshire she had access to much unpublished 
evidence, and as a long-term resident is familiar with 
all pants of the city. To the archaeology she has added 
a careful study of photographs, drawings and paint-
ings, including the Society's own Relhan Collection. 
The result is a scholarly, well produced and excep-
tionally well illustrated volume which will long be 
valued for evidence not easily available elsewhere. 
The use of the word 'hidden' in the title was not light-
ly chosen, for it includes much that has been obscured 
by later buildings as well as that recovered by excava-
tion. 

Her publication, as Cambridge approaches its third 
millennium as a settlement of more than local signifi-
cance, is opportune, for it records a series of 
Cambridges, each rising, sometimes quite literally, 
from the ashes and rubble of its predecessor. From 
early prehistoric times a river crossing near both the 
Icknield Way and the Fen Edge route gave the site im-
portance, and before the Roman conquest there was a 
sizeable settlement on Castle Hill, near the frontier of 
powerful Trinovantian/Catuvellaunian states, and 
after the conquest its future was assured. The second 
chapter summarises the Roman discoveries of recent 
years, showing how a government post on the hill de-
veloped into a civil settlement surrounded by pros-
perous farms and industrial complexes and then, in 
the 4th century, it became a stone walled castrum. 

Evidence of the post-Roman centuries shows how 
the town expanded on the marshy southeastern side 
of the reconstructed bridge, largely deserting the hill 
top where the development of Chesterton may have 
inhibited growth; here further research is obviously 
called for. The southeastern expansion was reinforced 
after the Norman conquest by the building of a royal 
castle inside the old castrum, preventing other devel-
opment and so determining the fate of this part of the 
town for at least five centuries. 

The core of the book shows the rise of the medieval 
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20.3 Little Shelford, All Saints: 
brass, Thomas and Margaret de Freville 
from Cambridgeshire Churches 

borough, its markets and the University, and there is a 
succinct account of the villages of Chesterton, 
Trumpington and Cherry Hinton, showing how much 
is known of their histories and their different relation-
ships to the town. The volume ends with an account 
of how Cambridge changed from the 17th to the end 
of the 20th century, illustrated by some exceptional 
colour photographs. 

John Alexander 

Cambridgeshire Churches 
edited by Carola Hicks, 1996, 448 pages, 24 plates, 
Paul Watkins, Stamford, £49.50 

Any collection of 24 essays by almost as many authors 
will have its highs and lows and this book is no 
exception. One or two achieve little more than a bring -
ing together of the relevant bits of the Pevsner vol-
umes, while others are the product of extensive 
research and a knowledge of their subject which 
extends far beyond the bounds of one county. 

In general East Anglia suffers from a paucity of 
pre-Conquest documentation which might help us to 
understand the ecclesiastical history of the county, 
and the number of surviving churches is small and 
most of those are 11th century. Morag Woodhuysen 
invokes the evidence of landscape history to fill out 
the picture but we are unlikely to move forward in 
any significant way until there have been excavations 
on some of the potentially early sites. The chapter on 
the 14th century by Pamela Tudor Craig begins with 
an essay in which she ranges widely and with great 
erudition to establish the context for local examples of 
the Decorated style, and continues as a descriptive 
catalogue. Eleven pages and no gazetteer seems too 
little for the Perpendicular but there is information in 
every line. Here for the first time there is much new 
building that can be dated by documents, Simon 
Cotton's speciality, as well as attempts to group archi-
tectural designs. Twice as much space is given to 
Lynne Broughton's chapter on the 16th and 17th cen-
turies, and much of that is taken up by Little Gidding, 
of which little survives, and Leighton Bromswold, but 
they are churches of great interest because of the reli-
gious views of those for whom they were built. There 
is not much church building in the 18th century for 
Robert Walker to write about but the county does 
have its fair share of good fittings and he includes a 
selective list of monuments which goes some way to 
compensate for the even shorter list in the later chap-
ter devoted to that subject. New churches in the Fens 
provide a diversion from the more familiar ground of 
the influence of the Cambridge Camdenians in the 
chapter on the Victorians, and the first half of the book 
is rounded off by essays on the 20th century and non-
conformist chapels and meeting houses - the latter by 
Christopher Stell and a preview of what we may ex-
pect when the Cambridgeshire section of his RCHM 
survey is published. 

Whilst it is tabled as being in part one the chapter 
on Huntingdonshire steeples could equally well have 
been in part two which treats 13 specialist topics. 
Isobel Henderson writes about Anglo-Saxon and Faith 
Johnson about Romanesque sculpture - the first ap-
pearance in print of her extensive work for the 
Courtauld Institute catalogue. There are also papers 
on brasses, on post-Reformation monuments, on wall 
paintings, on bells and on clocks, but there is nothing 
on church plate. 

A text of 384 pages plus an extensive index and 24 
pages of plates is a large book and the publisher 
should be praised for his courage. Most of all praise 
should be heaped upon Carola Hicks who, in addition 
to writing the chapter on later stained glass, edited the 
book for the press. Organising so many authors was 
never going to be easy and the long gestation must 
have added to the difficulty. There may be some less 
satisfactory sections but every reader should find 
much that will give both enlightenment and pleasure. 

Tony Baggs 
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Plate 12 Excavations at The Still, Peterborough, 
1995 from The Still, Peterborough. 

The Still, Peterborough: Medieval Remains 
between Cumbergate and Westgate 
P. Spoerry and M. Hinman, 1998, 143pp, 
Archaeological Field Unit Monograph No. 1, 
Cambridgeshire County Council. £25 

This site report covers an excavation on the outskirts 
of the medieval town and thus is concerned not with 
the usual urban features such as buildings, industry 
and ritual, but with the real basics of archaeology: 
rubbish pits, quarries and drains. These begin in or 
soon after 1000 AD, when quarry pits (presumably of 
a somewhat earlier date) were used as dumps for pot-
tery and the debris of hearths and food preparation. 
Digging out the local cornbrash and reusing the sub-
sequent holes for domestic rubbish continued through 
the middle ages, with some evidence for division of 
parts of the site by walls and paths into backyards of 
burgage plots. Stone-built ovens and drain, and a cess 
pit with insect, fish and bird remains were features of 
this period. After about 1500 there is periodic intensi-
fication of the site's use, with wells, purpose-built rub-
bish pits, more ovens and a small building. Animal 
bones are an important clue to the variety in an urban 
diet at this time, with the usual farm animals aug -
mented by many wild species from forest and fen and 
plentiful sea and river fish, as well as non-food crea-
tures such as cats, dogs, a rat and scavenging birds. 
Later on there were gardens here, and rubbish-dump-
ing and use of cess pits continued well into the 19th 
century. 

A large proportion of the report is devoted to 
descriptions, discussion and analysis of the quantities 
of pottery recovered, permitting, for the first time, an 
in-depth representation of the pottery industries for 
wide areas of Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire and 
southern Lincolnshire. 

Alison Taylor 

Also received: 
Archaeology of Cambridgeshire Volume 2: South 
East Cambridgeshire and the Fen Edge 
Alison Taylor, 1998, 130 pp. Cambridgeshire County 
Council, £11.95 

Covers the archaeology and history of the Abingtons, 
Babraham, Balsham, Bartlow, Carlton, Castle Camps, 
Cottenham, Fen Ditton, Fen Drayton, Fulbourn, 
Hildersham, Hinxton, Histon, Horningsea, 
Horseheath, Impington, Landbeach, Linton, 
Longstanton, Milton, Oakington and Westwick, Over, 
Pampisford, Rampton, Sawston, Shudy Camps, 
Stapleford, Stow cum Quy, Swavesey, Teversham, 
Waterbeach, Weston Colville, West Wickham, West 
Wratting, the Wilbrahams and Willingham, with maps 
and colour photographs of these villages. 

Map of Hinxton from Archaeology of 
Cambridgeshire Volume 2 
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