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This volume is dedicated to Susan Oosthuizen, 
Secretary of Cambridge Antiquarian Society, 1996-2000 

Editorial 

After publication this Spring of the long-awaited report on the excavations of Roman Cambridge the Society is now 
able to issue its Proceedings within the correct calendar year, and as some celebration of this (and to have some 
respite from the Romans) we are pleased to have a themed volume, this time on the sort of landscape studies for 
which Cambridgeshire has become well known. In light of this subject and the contribution she herself has made 
to it (including co-authorship of one article printed here), this volume is dedicated to Sue Oosthuizen, who has just 
retired as our very hard-working Secretary after four quite difficult years. 

As usual, this year saw a full programme of lectures and outings, and we also enjoyed the launch of Roman 
Cambridge and an exhibition by the University Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology on the same theme. As 
has also become customary, we organised two very different conferences. In November, the Fulbourn Conference, 
hosted by the County Council's Archaeological Field Unit, was a round-up of excavations that had taken place in 
the previous year, though the scale of work is now so great this now has to be quite selective (which is all the more 
reason why the Field Work section in this Proceedings is such an important contribution: it is the only source for 
those needing to know what is happening each year). As customary, most of the talks were given by those who had 
excavated the sites, a daunting task for many giving their first public lecture but enabling a lively appraisal of evi-
dence that was still almost literally spattered with mud. The Spring conference is usually more traditional and this 
year followed our landscape theme. Entitled 'Two thousand years of Fen and Upland' and organised by Sue 
Oosthuizen it included a keynote speech from Harold Fox and talks by Oliver Rackham and David Hall on ancient 
woodland, fens and fields, topics which they have made so very much their own. 

President's Address 

A new millennium brings home the fact that CAS is overdue for some changes and new initiatives. In Spring 1997 
Sue Oosthuizen wrote a letter to all members entitled "A Call to Arms". This action was in response to a decline in 
the level of heritage services from local authorities to which CAS and the general public had become accustomed. 
A very supportive response was given by members, which has succeeded in helping reverse this trend. Further 
issues have developed since then, however, in provision of expertise and facilities within both local authorities and 
the University, such as a reduction in research space at the Cambridgeshire Collection and a threatened closure of 
the Committee for Aerial Photography, to which CAS strongly objected. At present we are concerned about the way 
in which public consultation has been eroded and how interested parties such as CAS can become involved in 
ensuring, for example, that a proper record of archaeology is made prior to its destruction by development, and that 
such work is undertaken to the highest possible quality within an intellectual process which helps answer research 
questions. To tackle emerging areas of alarm CAS approved a Heritage Policy in 1998, and a strategy to deliver that 
policy has been adopted. 

Membership is another area which we are concerned about. All societies need to attract new and younger mem-
bers and so a number of initiatives are under way. A web page will be produced to publicize the society, and to keep 
people up to date with events and information. We hope to run workshops on specific topics so that areas of cur-
rent research can be discussed in detail, and to have some meetings in other towns to provide better opportunities 
for those members who live outside Cambridge and cannot easily come to the evening lecture programme. I would 
also like to encourage active fieldwork so that some investigation is pursued that is not tied to the needs of devel-
opment. Opportunities for amateur involvement in archaeology have become all too rare over the past decade and 
a lead from CAS in this area might help to encourage fresh membership, as well as giving a chance for many cur-
rent members to get more involved. There are many ways in which we can give CAS added dimensions and with 
those I have suggested here I hope that we will see the Society continuing to flourish in the years to come. 

Tim Malim 
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Susan Oosthuizen, John Alexander and Alison Taylor 

A History of the English Parish 
N G Pounds, 2000 
Cambridge University Press. 593pp £60.00 

This book is a magisterial account by one of the coun-
try's leading historical geographers and a past 
President of the Society, exploring the history of the 
parish from its earliest beginnings to the modern peri-
od with an unparalleled thoroughness. Both the gen-
eral reader and the scholar will find this history 
invaluable and accessible. It is clear, straightforward 
and easy to read, and well illustrated with clear dia-
grams, drawings and photographs. This, together 
with the high quality paper on which it is printed, 
makes it a book to be treasured and enjoyed. 

Professor Pounds has consulted an enormous range 
of primary and secondary sources from Cornwall to 
the north country to provide this overview, and in 
doing so has filled a long-standing and frustrating gap 
for historians and archaeologists. While there is little 
that is particularly new, the material collated here is so 
comprehensive in its breadth, and so detailed in its 
depth, that it must become an essential work of refer-
ence. 

His study is divided into three sections. The first 
section of the book, on the origins of the parish, steers 
its way, sure-footed, through the latest research (and 
the debates surrounding it) on the extent of the sur-
vival of Christianity in the post-Roman period, as well 
as the development and role of the Anglo-Saxon mi-
ster churches. The second, on the functions of the 
parish, covers an enormous amount of complex mate-
rial including the role of church servants, the range of 
greater and lesser tithes, the church courts and the ef -
fects of the Reformation. The third section covers the 
physical elements of parish churches, from church-
yards and the building of churches to altars and fire 
buckets. 

Throughout the book, generalisations are illustrat-
ed by detailed examples. For example, the cost to the 
parish of Bodmin of the different stone (granite and 
Pentewan stone) and slate needed to rebuild their 
parish church in the later 15th century, as well as an 
explanation of the effects of geography and transport  

on decisions about the relative quantities of each kind 
of stone needed for the church. It ranges from the con-
ventional, such as a study of rood—screens and the ef-
fects on them of the Reformation, to the less 
conventional with a description of the place of the 
Green Man and the tree of life in medieval religious in-
conography. Throughout, the text is enlivened by the 
minutiae of daily life in the past: the 16th century 
parishioners at East Mersea in Essex who went to col-
lect material washed up from a wreck rather than go 
to church, or the license to 'enclose, fortify and embat-
tle a tower about the lower porch within the manse' at 
Houghton-le-Spring, Co. Durham. 

The only deterrent to buying this book is its price. 
At £60 for the hardback edition, few general readers 
will feel able to take it from the shelf. We all look for-
ward to the publication of the promised, much cheap-
en, paperback edition. At that point, this book will 
become a universal classic without which no library 
large or small, amateur or professional, will be com-
plete. 

Susan Qosthuizen 

An Atlas of Cambridgeshire and 
Huntingdonshire History 
Tony Kirby and Susan Oosthuizen, (eds) 2000. 192pp 
Centfe for Regional Studies, Anglia Polytechnic 
University £19.99 

This volume, which brings together a great part of the 
information available at the end of the Second 
Millennium on the past inhabitants of these counties, 
will be welcomed by all members of our Society. Set 
out in a series of 89 maps with complementary texts by 
46 archaeologists and historians it can both be read 
with pleasure and long used as a reference. Its lists of 
sources (p172-186)  show it to be far more comprehen-
sive than any of its predecessors: it will be the envy 
and, it is to be hoped, the model for other counties. 

As the editors say in their introduction, the maps 
illustrate what is unknown as much as what has been 
discovered and they call upon all who read this book 
to help fill the gaps; the many activists in local 
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societies and field groups in the two counties will find 
inspiration for field surveys here. The editors mention 
of future editions gives hope that there will be period-
ic up-dating of both maps and texts under the aegis of 
the Anglia Polytechnic University, and that the list of 
subscribers (p192)  whose contributions, together with 
several societies and trusts (including CAS), made this 
volume possible will be joined by the County and 
District Councils whose names are so sadly absent. 

The editors have chosen, quite rightly in the opin-
ion of this reviewer, to use as a base map for most pe-
riods an early 19th century map of parishes. Cleverly, 
this key map is printed to fold-out from the back 
cover and so allows the sites on other maps to be lo-
cated. It also means that the history of particular 
parishes can be traced through the centuries from the 
day when 'Edward (the Confessor) was alive and 
dead'. The Atlas is divided into five unequal periods 
and then into 81 sections, 36 of which deal with the 
last 500 years. Earlier times are covered in the 
Medieval (11 sections), Roman/ Anglo-Saxon (19) and 
Prehistoric periods. Each map is faced by a page of ex-
planation and comment but, rather oddly, there is no 
pagination before page 172. 

Since the wealth of evidence from the 15th to 20th 
century is so much greater than in earlier times this re-
viewer found it more rewarding to reach backwards 
in time rather than forward and began by considering 
the Modern Period. Much new and unexpected infor-
mation is offered but a different arrangement of the 
sections would have made it more user-friendly. 
Those maps which best explain general development: 
Roads (46, 72-73); Enclosure (58); Railways (68); Fen 
Drainage (60, 61, 62) and Population Change (77, 78) 
are best studied first, the rest showing addition details 
on Industry, Religion and conditions in towns and vil-
lages. The use of colour in many maps aids under-
standing and might well be extended to Roads (73) 
and Railways (68). The earlier periods naturally rely 
less on documentary evidence and cannot as yet offer 
the same detail as the post 1500 AD period but more 
fieldwork, given focus and stimulation by this publi-
cation, should enable more specialised studies of their 
landscapes to be included in future editions. The ac-
companying texts however are well written and suit-
ed to the maps. 

The much longer Pre-Roman Period is treated more 
summarily and as more evidence accumulates it 
should be given more space and divided. The major 
change in landscapes which the development of farm-
ing communities brought about could be emphasised, 
for maps 7-12 show the extraordinary success of field 
archaeologists in recent years in increasing knowl-
edge of pre-Roman farmers. There is considerable ev-
idence of continuity in the distributions and, as map 
11 shows, the communications systems. Continuity 
with later periods (compare maps 10 and 20) might 
also be more emphasised in the texts and tribal 
coinage distributions added to map 12. The earliest 
evidences of a human presence in the counties are dis-
played on maps 5 and 6: the text reports that no in situ 
sites of the periods before 8000 BC have yet been lo- 

cated although it is quite rightly suggested in the text 
that they 'must exist'; the probable contemporaneity 
of some hunter-gatherers and early farmers is also 
commented upon. Since hunters and gatherers, 
through changes in climate much more dramatic than 
those since 10000 BC, used the landscapes in quite dif-
ferent ways from later periods, it would be interesting 
in a future edition to have this demonstrated. It is here 
perhaps that the most important new evidence will be 
found in future years. 

This volume is a notable addition to the mosaic of 
maps across the whole country which enable it and 
other local pasts to be understood. It was badly need-
ed and its initiators, editors and contributors are to be 
congratulated on what must have been a difficult and 
time-consuming task. It is well presented and pub-
lished and will be a necessary addition to the libraries 
of all interested in the past of our two counties; mem-
bers of our society can feel gratified to have been as-
sociated with it. It is to be hoped that the Historical 
Atlas of Eastern England project advocated by the ed-
itors will be stimulated by this volume and local gov -
ernments, which are responsible for the geophysical 
database which is so important in decision-making, 
will in future support it. 

John Alexander 

Contrasting Communities: English villagers in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
Margaret Spufford, 2000. 374 pp 
Sutton Publishing (first published 1974, Cambridge 
University Press), £16.99 

Working with the 'common sort of people' says 
Margaret Spufford, local historians are bound to fail. 
Lack of evidence will always be a bar to fully under-
standing the humanity of their subject. She, however, 
'became determined to turn those abstractions, eco-
nomic men and women, into real human beings', and 
this classic work, first published in 1974 and out of 
print for much of that time, is the result, for in it she 
uses the microcosmic approach of the parish history 
in a novel way to make sure that ordinary villagers in 
this difficult period are treated to reach this end. 

Her method is in fact to write three parish histories 
that cover different landscapes in Cambridgeshire, 
producing three different versions of social life, and 
coincidentally unveiling an historian's valuable 
analysis of the effects of geography on human behav-
iour and social development. She takes as her base the 
contrasting parishes of Chippenham (chalk, with 
some fen common), Orwell (clay uplands including 
river valley), and Willingham, a true fen settlement. 
These settlements are partly chosen because of their 
good documentation and so she is able to compare the 
minutiae of, for example, the ways land was distrib-
uted and inherited amongst small landholders, in-
cluding the lengths that villagers of very modest 
means would go to to provide for all their children, 
their widows and even their parents. Incidental to 
such documentary work but of great importance to all 
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Communities: English villagers in the sixteenth 
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of us who try to understand the relationships of the 
physical remains left by human endeavour to the real-
ities of individual lives is the way she ties this data 
into a context of individual land-plots and geological 
imperatives. 

A study of literacy illustrates the surprising num-
ber of villages where an elementary education was 
available in the 16th and 17th centuries, many of 
which escaped identification in official records. 
Discussion of how peasants were educated includes 
the evidence for reading and writing (the former 
much commoner than the latter) among the different 
groups of villagers, and the availability and effects of 
cheap print. A long section on religion concentrates on 
the growth and manifestations of dissent and its pos-
sible causes in the varying social conditions, a superb 
example of how undoubted individualism is tem-
pered by outside forces. It is also an unusual appreci-
ation of how free-will could flourish in economic 
situations where outsiders would most expect un-
thinking uniformity, of how many poor peasants were 
actively involved in religious debates and how indi-
vidualistic religious convictions of people from the 
poorest backgrounds could extend beyond economic 
necessities. 

When she first wrote, Margaret Spufford was try-
ing to expand local history beyond its traditional eco-
nomic base by asking questions about religion, 
literacy and cheap print. Now she describes in a new 
introduction the need to 're-plant men and women of 
the rural past with their feet firmly in the land they 
tilled' and to 'set each village study in context' for,  

while admitting that all villages are different, even 
unique, they are not without pattern, and these pat-
terns are influenced by economic and geographical 
backgrounds. Micro and macro understanding must 
therefore go hand in hand if either is to lead to the sort 
of understanding of the past we seek. 

Although it can certainly not be claimed as it could 
in 1974 that Cambridgeshire is badly served by local 
historians, these are useful strictures to us all, and we 
are fortunate that the case histories chosen for the ar-
guments are villages in our locality. 

Alison Taylor 

The drainage of Wilbraham, Fulbourn and 
Teversham Fens 
T D Hawkins, revised edition 2000. 60 pp 
Privately printed (first edition 1990), £5.95 

Another welcome reprint for those interested in the 
Cambridgeshire landscape is Desmond Hawkins' by-
ingly detailed analysis of the vicissitudes affecting 
one tiny corner of our county: the failed drainage sys-
tems, cultivation relics and areas of marsh, reeds, 
scrub and rough pasture near the A14 Quy inter-
change that document so much human effort but 
show that sometimes it is best just to let nature win. 

The area in question was former fenland where 
there were various unco-ordinated attempts at 
drainage and water management from the middle 
ages onwards, often linked to the many water mills 
found here, but where nothing too serious was tried 
until the Enclosure Acts of the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries. After this there were over-ambitious 
schemes of land reclamation that later authorities gen-
erally failed to maintain, many partial changes and 
fresh intentions adding to the fossilised relics that 
Hawkins documents here. 

Hawk Mill 
Confluence of Waterways 

A 	 B 

Hawk Mill 
Hawk Mill 

Tunnei 	 New Cut 

New Cut 	

Wi 

 , harm 

real Wilbraham River 	 Mill 
Holt 

Fulbourn 

1600-1700 	 1797-1802 

The waterways in the region of Hawk Mill from 
The drainage of Wilbraham, Fulbourn and 
Teversham Fens. 

The story of successive actions in this peculiar en-
vironment is told as an unravelling of obscure fea-
tures in the landscape - ditches and drains, culverts, 
embanked streams, traces of cultivation, even old 
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gate-posts - all surveyed in the field after a period of 
unusual dryness with the results interpreted against a 
clearly told story of the area's natural drainage, the 
evidence of maps from 1604 onwards, medieval 
records, the comments of various (mostly rather un-
kind) agricultural commentators, detailed provisions 
of the Parliamentary Commissioners, subsequent liti-
gation and the effects of decline and dereliction in the 
20th century. The effects of water abstraction and very 
recent attempts to protect a few remnants of wildlife 
after all the expensive efforts to destroy it are de-
scribed and discussed with much care and illustrated 
with finely-reproduced full page old and modern 
photographs that are themselves an important docu-
ment, reproductions of historical maps and specially 
drawn maps and diagrams to clarify the technical 
discussions. 

Alison Taylor 

The NEW Reading the Landscape: Fieldwork in 
Landscape History 
Richard Muir, 2000. 256pp 
Exeter University Press. £18.99 p/b £45.00 h/b 

This is a welcome revision and republication of 
Richard Muir's classic introduction to the landscape 
for non-specialists, The Shell Guide to Reading the 
Landscape. Its material is arranged thematically over 9 
chapters that look at woodland, expansion onto poor 
land, boundaries, status, belief, routeways, settle-
ments, fields and defence, with the aim of allowing 
non-professionals to recognise and interpret the land-
scape, using field archaeology, ecology and docu-
ments. Each chapter takes the reader through each 
topic chronologically, exploring the range of available 
evidence and how it may be interpreted. This is an 
ambitious aim since there is such a range of features to 
be covered within each theme. Routeways, for exam-
ple, covers prehistoric and Roman routes, Saxon 
paths, medieval canals, droveways, turnpikes and en-
closure roads. It offers advice on researching the topic 
and ends with a set of references for further reading. 

The book attempts an enormous task, particularly 
given the extent to which landscape history has blos-
somed and expanded in the 20 years since the first 
version of this book was published, and achieves a 
creditable result with significant strengths but also 
some important weaknesses. 

Its strength is that it allows the reader to begin to 
make some sense of what the landscape mutely 
records about the beliefs and social patterns of past 
societies. It is supported in this by an attractive for-
mat, clear informative diagrams and beautiful black-
and-white photographs that vividly illustrate the 
landscape described in the text. The breadth allows a 
newcomer to the field a sufficiently good general in-
troduction to the theory and practice of landscape his-
tory to be able to go out and 'try it for themselves', 
with the likelihood of achieving a fair initial result. 

The weakness of the book is a result of this 
strength. That, in seeking to cover as much as possible,  

it sometimes lacks the necessary depth that would 
allow the beginner to avoid unexpected pitfalls. Two 
examples illustrate this, both taken from lists created 
with the otherwise very nice idea of summarising 
clues, but which also inevitably force the author into 
generalisations which he himself would be the first to 
qualify in a different context. The first example lists 
community organisations: 'Hundred/wapentake: ... 
In the six eastern counties of Danelaw and parts of the 
north the hundreds were replaced by wapentakes' 
(p.78). While this is generally true of the core Danish 
areas, on the periphery, in Cambridgeshire for exam-
ple, the medieval hundreds were created after the re-
conquest of the Danelaw by the West Saxons rather 
than before. The second example lists 14 'significant 
elements in settlement place-names' (as well as 4 
Cornish prefixes), including, of course —ton 'a small 
estate or lord's enclosure' and -ham 'homestead, set-
tlement' (p182). An inexperienced researcher needs to 
know that the latter is the older element, possibly with 
an implication of higher status, while the former may 
indicate a subsidiary unit. On the other hand, the 
placing of the references at the end of each chapter al-
lows a newly-hatched landscape historian to pursue 
an interest and discover these qualifications for 
him/herself. 

The excellent presentation, the thematic arrange-
ment and the breadth of the book means that, this 
reservation aside, it will deservedly become a text-
book for the next generation of students of the land-
scape. There is nothing else quite like it in combining 
the theoretical perspectives with practical hints for 
field observation and interpretation, despite a number 
of recent publications. It has filled a gap that needed 
filling. 

Susan Oosthuizen 
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