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Editorial 

Last year's Proceedings followed the theme of landscape history and this one is even more tightly focused, con-
centrating on religion in Cambridgeshire in the last 2000 years. This is in celebration of the Millennium (which we 
all know is really this year). It also gives us a chance to show the breadth of the Society's approaches to the past, for 
papers include orthodox archaeological excavation (of a Romano-Celtic temple), a more unusual exploration of 
objects from the dust beneath King's College Chapel, and a survey of the architecture and history of all the bell-
frames in the (old) County. We are also able to set out the 1291 Valuation of the Diocese of Ely, which will be of great 
benefit to medieval historians, to take a look at evidence for the fascinating topic of Anglo-Saxon minsters and to 
examine the truth behind the legends of St Guthiac of Crowland. For something quite different we have a final 
paper on a 20th century mosque in Cambridge, as multi-faith culture returns to Britain. 

Alison Taylor 

President's Address 

The sudden death of Tim Potter early last year, and the sad loss of his scholarly interest in the Roman Fens, was 
acknowledged by CAS in two ways: through the lecture by his colleague and fellow excavator of Stonea, Ralph 
Jackson, and through selection of Roman Cambridgeshire as the topic for the March conference. The publication of 
the British Museum's epic volume on their investigations at Stonea and of this Society's volume on Roman 
Cambridge provided a new level of knowledge against which many recent excavations can be compared. The con-
ference on Roman Cambridgeshire revealed how some had made sense of this new data, fitting it into the context 
known from previous research and testing established models with fresh evidence. A number of common themes 
seemed to run through the papers that were delivered at this conference, most notably the importance of East 
Anglia as the bread basket for the Roman Empire, exporting grain to its garrisons on the Rhine and Hadrian's Wall, 
the need to store and defend this grain contributing to the development of town defences in the 4th century as the 
burden of taxation for the local population became increasingly oppressive. -11 

Cambridge Antiquarian Society needs to stimulate such synthesis and debate because the present system of exca-
vation and reporting controlled by the needs of modern economic development has become formulaic, a mecha-
nistic response driven by a planning process with little regard to furthering archaeological research or rewarding 
academic endeavour. It is essential that CAS encourages active involvement in archaeology by its membership (both 
amateur and professional), and combines this with knowledge and experience of members who come from other 
disciplines. The Society needs to act as an intermediary to encourage exchange of information so that clarity can be 
established, particularly with regard to major research questions. Cambridge Antiquarian Society has been a lead 
organisation in the study and preservation of Cambridgeshire's heritage for the past 160 years; the Society began 
the collections that led to creation of the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, and it was CAS who provid-
ed money for the first lectureship in Archaeology to be established at the University. Through its two annual con-
ferences, its Proceedings and Conduit it is still the body that presents the results of excavations and other research 
to both the academic and public world, with dissemination of this information stretching to universities through-
out the globe through its system of exchanging periodicals. Compared to such a record the recent vacillations in 
local government provision and legislative framework for protection of our heritage reveals how important it is to 
have continuity and democratic scrutiny. The Society is proud of its tradition of knowledgeable independence and 
must not be beguiled into believing it has no right to represent views at the highest levels when the need arises. 

Tim Malim 



Reviews 

Alison Taylor 

The Sunday Christ: Sabbatarianism in English 
medieval wall painting BAR 292 
Athene Reiss 2000 
Archaeopress. 209 pp  £50 

The Sunday Christ, identified so far on twenty-three 
churches in southern England and Wales and thirty-
two in Europe, was perhaps the image that gave the 
most direct link between ordinary villagers in the late 
Middle Ages and Christ in the act of dying to redeem 
them, for they show Christ naked apart from a loin 
cloth, blood dripping from his wounds, in association 
with carefully depicted artefacts that illustrated the or-
dinary daily village activities that were forbidden on a 
Sunday. Meaningless unless totally convincing to the 
parishioners studying them at least once a week, they 
are a wonderful source, customised for different vil-
lage economies, for tools and games that were really in 
use. This book includes an illustrated catalogue (some 
in colour) of all the British examples (including our 
local one at St John's, Duxford) and exhaustive discus-
sions of different aspects of their meaning and their re-
ligious and social significance. 

The intention of these particular wall-paintings, in 
conjunction with the Doom Paintings in the same 
churches, was to terrify the parishioners out of work 
or most leisure pursuits on a Sunday or other holy day, 
but they also brought local concerns into the church in 
a very personal way. Tools shown are naturally domi-
nated by those used in agriculture (axes, spades, mat-
tocks, mallets, harrows, sickles, scythes, rakes, forks, 
carts, rakes, riddles) and common items such as ham-
mers and saws, millers' wheels, fishing gear, distaffs 
and spindles. Shoemakers, apparently notorious for 
Sabbath-breaking, are represented by knives, awls and 
needles, butchers (again common miscreants) by 
cleavers, smiths by pincers, hammers and horseshoes 
and tailors by their scissors. Trading was less well rep-
resented (though there are examples of scales, gloves 
and purses), which is surprising as this was precisely 
the time when the once-common practice of Sunday-
trading was being discouraged. Some leisure pursuits 
such as playing cards and archery are depicted. 

-- 
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The Sunday Christ at Lanivet, Cornwall, surround-
ed by the homely tools of activities forbidden on a 
Sunday: fulling shears, awl, axe, horseshoe, long-
bow, distaff, spindle, hammer, jug, candles, gloves, 
scissors and die. 

A History of Kirtling and Upend: landowners and 
people in a Cambridgeshire parish 1000-2000 
C P Lewis 
Magazine Lane Press 2000 90 pp  £7.99 + £1.50 p & p 
(from 102, Magazine Lane, Wallasey, CH45 1LX) 

One useful thing about the Millennium celebrations 
was the inspiration they gave to individual villages to 
publish histories of their own communities. One par-
ticularly fortunate parish in this respect was Kirtling 
where Chris Lewis, a principal author of recent (and 
forthcoming) volumes of the Victoria County History 
for Cambridgeshire, undertook production of a popu-
lar account. Exhaustive historical data is therefore 
available for the first time to illumine important as-
pects of monuments as well as a somewhat unusual 
village story. 
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Alison Taylor 

Ownership of the whole parish by the North fami-
ly for 400 years after it was acquired and used as a 
principal family seat by one of Henry Viii's courtiers 
gave it a distinctive and well-recorded history but its 
importance goes much earlier than this. One of the in-
teresting strands teased out in this work is its origins 
in the middle Saxon periods as the central township 
for a large block of land pre-dating reorganisation of 
the landscape in parishes, and its church as an Anglo-
Saxon minster. Though the village itself never did de-
velop beyond a scattered series of hamlets this central 
position was maintained throughout the Middle 
Ages. The site now known as Kirtling Towers was al-
ready described as a 'forcelet' in 1219, and there is 
considerable documentary evidence for building 
works associated with it, including suites for use by 
the earl of Warwick. The importance of its park and 
woods is also documented, with use of its timber for 
example in King's College chapel. Subsequent to 
North's purchase in 1533 it became the biggest coun-
try house in Cambridgeshire until it was demolished 
in 1801. Its history continued in interesting ways even 
after this, with rebuilding of the Towers by the 
Marquess of Bute and fascinating feuds between a 
later lord, who converted to Catholicism, and an 
evangelical rector in charge of a church that had been 
treated as a North family mausoleum. 

Kirtling Hall in the late 18th century, from 
Brydges' Topographical Miscellany 

Fenland Management Project Excavations 1991-1995 
A Crowson, T Lane and J Reeve (eds) 2000 
Lincolnshire Archaeology and Heritage Report Series. 
261 pp  £14.50 

This is the latest volume in a long series covering ar-
chaeological projects, principally survey work, fund-
ed by English Heritage in the Cambridgeshire, 
Lincolnshire and Norfolk Fens. It gives brief reports 
on 41 excavations that were the culmination of work 
begun by the Cambridgeshire Archaeological 
Committee a quarter of a century ago. Some of these 
produced interesting results, notably the Bronze Age 
barrow at Deeping St Nicholas, waterlogged prehis-
toric settlement remains at Cottenham, a coffin in a 
hollowed log preserved at Feltwell, the defended Iron 
Age site at Wardy Hill, various Roman canals and 
causeways and Saxon occupation at Gosberton. It is 

valuable to have the preliminary results from these 
summarised, though such a large volume without 
structure or editing is difficult to use for research. 
However, the declared aim was always to manage 
rather than research the resource and it is extremely 
sad that one of the conclusions was that 'at most sites 
investigated ... it seems reasonable to predict that 
there will be virtually no organic deposits left to 'man-
age' within a decade'. Now that decade is well ad-
vanced without any of the sites being brought into 
beneficial management, and so we have to hope that 
at least the evidence that has been retrieved will be 
fully studied and that there are still some locations 
where agriculture has not been totally destructive. 

Cambridge Explorer: CD-ROM 
Hugo Brown 2001 
Cambridgeshire Collection £20 

In a quite different format but also presenting valu-
able information are the publications now appearing 
as CD-ROMs. For many topics where great amount of 
data and illustration but little explanatory text are re-
quired this is proving to be extremely useful. The 
Cambridge Explorer should certainly become an es-
sential tool for those studying 19th and 20th century 
Cambridge. On one disc it is able to pack over 1000 
photographs, half from the Cambridgeshire 
Collection and half taken especially for the project. It 
has maps of Cambridge in 1904, 1924 and 1949 and, 
most valuable to family historians, there are indexes 
to the Spalding's Directories which enable browsers to 
find all personal names (with addresses and occupa-
tions) in an instant, along with photographs and con-
temporary details of churches, pubs, businesses, 
colleges, streets etc. Trails through Cambridge streets 
at different dates are given, though being able to move 
around the town and through its history at the same 
time is especially intriguing. Any of it can be printed 
out, so it is easy to take out a folder and make your 
own comparisons, and in future years the value of the 
modern photographs and descriptions will be appre-
ciated by local historians. 

I 

Honey Hill, Cambridge 



135 Reviews 

Ramsey Abbey: an archaeological survey 
Paul Spoerry and Spencer Cooper, 2000 
CD produced by Cambridgeshire County Council 
Archaeological Field Unit £5 

This CD was produced as a way of disseminating in-
formation gained from excavations and other investi-
gations carried out in 1998 and 1999 at one of the 
richest monastic houses in England, of which tragical-
ly little survives above ground. The medium enables 
the excavators to present a host of data in full colour, 
so processes such as magnetometer and resisitivity 
surveys can be followed, as well as series of site plans, 
artefact photographs and reconsiderations of earlier 
analyses of this site, most notably by Philip Dickinson. 
A summary of the latest excavation results, including 
location of a defensive ditch of the 12th century and 
various outbuildings of the Abbey (such as rooms for 
iron-smelting) is also given. One useful element is a 
collection of historic maps and photographs. 

Ramsey Abbey as shown on the 1704 Estate Map. 
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