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Editorial 

The first thing you will notice about these Proceedings is our leap (as a belated welcome to the 21st century) into 
colour, for our cover and a number of plates. This is not really an innovation: CAS had beautiful colour plates in 
1883 and a few other 19th century volumes. At last this is affordable again, and the water colour drawings and 
photographs we wanted to show seemed to fully merit some extra expense. In future, we will look carefully at il-
lustrations that would benefit from such reproduction and would be particularly keen to include fine examples of 
artefacts. 

This volume contains some very substantial reports on archaeological work, for we are one of the few outlets 
available for full publication of excavations. It is refreshing to see that these all relate to recent work, not the back-
logs that once were a feature of British archaeology. A quick look at the 'Fieldwork in Cambridgeshire 2003' section 
however reminds us what a small proportion of current work can be made available in this way. Of course, reports 
on all sites are produced and can be purchased from the relevant units or consulted in the county archaeological 
office. In future, these will also be added to a national data base known as OASIS, run by the Archaeology Data 
Service, so accessing this huge amount of data will eventually be much simpler. We aim to keep you abreast with 
such advances through our own website, www.camantsoc.org . 

It was a great pleasure to be asked by the Cambridgeshire Local History Society to publish a short note on their 
superb photographic project, a worthy successor to CAS' similar project in the early party of the 20th century, now 
a much valued part of the Cambridgeshire Collection. This voluntary effort will likewise be used by those involved 
with the historic environment in years to come. The same Society asked us to include the list of recent additions to 
the Cambridgeshire Collection, compiled by Chris Jakes. This list used to be included in Conduit and has been much 
missed. It reminds us that our local historians are not far behind local archaeologists in their labours, a tribute to 
the floods of new data from an ever-active antiquarian community. 

'Fieldwork', 'Reviews', 'Spring Conference report' and 'Conduit' are regular items we have managed to main-
tain - and which add to another substantial volume. This year, 'Conduit' was compiled at short notice by our 
redoubtable President, Tony Kirby, to whom we owe many thanks. In the nature of things this has to be done at the 
last moment, and even so many societies do not have a complete programme for the following year at the time we 
need it. We would therefore like to have a Supplement later in the year, as with original Conduit, but currently this 
is beyond our means. Perhaps we will have better news next year. 

It remains to offer further thanks to our retiring President. Tony has taken the Society safely through two quite 
difficult years, and this October hands over to Nicholas James. Our Secretaries carry an even larger burden of work 
for the Society, of which organising nine lectures, often by speakers of national repute, is only one part. We are 
therefore extremely grateful to our retiring Secretary, Liz Allan, and to Janet Morris, who has now taken on the chal-
lenge. We must say a sorry farewell too to Don Fage, who has had the tough job of Registrar. It may also be noticed 
that we still have vacancies for Excursions Officer and for Editor of Conduit, so do contact us if you are interested 
in volunteering. 

Alison Taylor 
Editor 

Cover illustration: Wandlebury, 'Lord Godolphin's house', drawn by Richard Reihan 1801 
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Cambridge in the 1830s: the letters of Alexander 
Chisholm Gooden, 1831-1841 
The History of the University of Cambridge: texts and 
studies Vol 5 
Ed Jonathan Smith and Christopher Stray 2003 
The Boydell Press and Cambridge University Library 
226 pp  hb £50 

'IfI had been asked my opinion on thefirst night after my 
arrival, I should have described Cambridge as a dull and 
shabby town'. Alexander Gooden to his mother, 1836 

These letters were principally written home by a seri-
ous and, it must be said, self-important youth who 
studied Classics at Trinity in the years before reforms 
widened the curriculum beyond eternal translations 
of Greek and Latin texts. A few letters are those he re-
ceived, but the majority are those kept by his adoring 
mother after his early death. In themselves they are 
tedious (it is certainly to be hoped that they are not a 
reflection of his everyday life rather than what would 
please ambitious parents) but the occasional glimpses 
of Cambridge life at this time make it worth getting 
through his heavy prose. 

His first impressions of the town are fun read-
ing for a local: the shops small and shabby, not a 
single private gentleman's residence, and streets and 
pavements narrow and crowded. The countryside is 
monotonous but not unpleasing. Once he started 
work lectures were declared poor, and his complaints 
are many. Some are reasonable (no fires in the Senate 
House during exams in snowy weather for example) 
though it is hard to feel much sympathy for his 
cocooned life, 'unjust' treatment in his struggles for 
academic awards, the hardships of lodging five min-
utes walk from Trinity. 

The picture of intensive but very limited study for 
an undergraduate and post-graduate at this period 
comes through clearly, as does the claustrophobic 
college atmosphere. Sadly little of the outside world 
intruded, though some of the climatic data is interest-
ing (hurricanes uprooted trees in College gardens on 5 
Dec 1836, winters were evidently harsh, with snow on 
the ground for long periods, and fires were commonly  

needed in July and August). In 1837 he was troubled 
by a contested election in the town which made 
Cambridge a bit more lively, and also in 1837 he wit-
nessed the foundation ceremony for the Fitzwilliam 
Museum ('It was a very dull affair . . . and the Latin 
was not of Augustan purity'). Otherwise, what was fit 
for his mother makes rather dull reading compared to 
contemporaries such as Joseph Romilly. 

A Late Iron Age farmstead and Romano-British site 
at Haddon, Peterborough 
Mark Hinman 
BAR 358 and AFU monograph number two 2003. 
140pp+ appendices, pb, £15 (from AFU) 

This is an exhaustive excavation report of a small 
farmstead linked by a trackway to nearby Ermine 
Street, previously examined in 1989. The settlement, 
which was established before 20AD, expanded during 
the 1st century, when pottery was made on the site (a 
well-preserved kiln with its furniture and pots was ex-
cavated). 'Placed deposits' in ditch terminals marked 
the end of this phase. Emphasis on animal husbandry 
for meat followed reorganisation at the end on the 1st 
century. Aisled barns, water cisterns fed by aqueducts, 
individual paddocks, evidence for cattle breeding 
( with consumption elsewhere) and many horse bones 
(one complete animal was carefully buried here) point 
to specialised agriculture for the benefit of people 
who lived elsewhere. People only returned to live 
here in the 3rd and 4th centuries. Horse bones, always 
a significant part of the bone assemblage, became still 
more common at this time. The site was abandoned 
c. 360-370. 

This well-illustrated report (reconstruction draw-
ings are in full colour) is a welcome addition to the 
small number of fully published excavations of recent 
years. Tougher editing should have consigned much 
detail, most notably context lists though there is 
other data that would not be missed, to an accessible 
archive. Conversely, it would have been interesting 
to have more wide ranging discussion, in particular 
taking account of Imperial, especially Hadrianic, plans 
for the Fens and major highways, for which this site 
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provides important evidence. I would suggest for 
example that the presence of a bath house nearby, 
with ranch-style farming and numerous horse bones, 
places it in an unusual category that should presum-
ably be placed somewhere within the cursus publicus 
rather than a normal farmstead. 

Period 3: A reconstruction of the site looking northeast 
towards Ermine Street. 

Power and island communities: Excavations at the 
Wardy Hill ringwork, Coveney, Ely 
Christopher Evans, Cambridge Archaeological Unit 
2003, East Anglian Archaeology 103 294pp pb £26 

Though apparently of similar format to the Haddon 
report (above) this publication takes a different ap-
proach and gives (almost annoyingly) little data but 
extensive discursions on possible significances, most-
ly of a ritual nature or relating to social hierarchies, 
surrounding the site. The excavation itself was of an 
Iron Age 'occupied bivallate ringwork' that would 
normally be classified as a small and low-lying hill 
fort, that made use of a local high point in the fenland 
bay of Coveney, strategically located to command a 
causeway. It had previously seen considerable Bronze 
Age occupation, possibly protected by banks and 
ditches, and occupation continued until the late 1st 
century AD. 

The report includes considerable environmental 
and palaeo-economic analysis that is of great interest 
to anyone involved in the Fens. The monument itself 
survived as a substantial earthwork until the early 
20th century, but when excavated was highly degrad-
ed. The enclosure was found to have surrounded six 
roundhouses and ancillary buildings, and small pits. 

Iron Age pot sherd found at Wardy Hill. 

Finds were not outstanding, but included quantities 
of Iron Age pottery, analysed and illustrated here in 
detail, a wooden stave from a small bucket or tankard 
decorated with copper alloy fittings, metal-working 
debris, imported quernstones and other domestic 
items. Animal bones were mostly the usual domestic 
species but with small samples of hare, fox, badger, 
cat, duck and other birds (including swan and buz 
zard), pike and otter. Disarticulated human bones 
(probably from one individual) were spread through 
three adjoining features. 

The report also includes useful summaries of other 
recent excavations by CAU in the surrounding area. 

TIM 

B --- 	
5 

A fragment of stave with copper alloy fittings found at 
Wardy Hill. 
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A different sort of publication is a series of three attrac-
tive and colourful booklets published by Cambridge 
Preservation Society. 

The Godolphin Arabian 
Wendy Clark 2003 22pp £3 plus 50p p&p 
This is an entertaining account of the history (real and 
as improved in popular fiction) of the fabled horse 
now said to be buried at Wandlebury. The Arab stal-
lion, an unwanted gift from the Bey of Tunis to Louis 
XV of France, was brought to England in 1731 and 
soon came to the Godolphin stables on Wandlebury. 
He never ran a race but was a stud for twenty years, 
fathering numerous race-winners and permanently 
improving the bloodstock of British race horses. 

'The Godolphin barb' (with a cat who became part of the 
legend), from Practical Farriery 

The Lost Gardens of Wandlebury 
Twigs Way 2003 20pp £3 plus 50p p&p 
A scholarly as well as informative background to the 
evolving decorative and highly artificial landscape 
within the ring at Wandlebury, this booklet traces 
the gardens from their creation in the 18th century 
(designed around the stable blocks that were put up 
c. 1685). These first gardens were in the latest land-
scape style with just a few exotic introductions, and 
the banks and one ditch of the Iron Age fort were lev-
elled. In the later 18th century a formal walled garden 
was added, though most was kept 'wild'. After a short 
period of neglect a Cambridge MP lived here 1800-
1850, and the gardens were well-planted and tended 
throughout that century. Studies of sale particulars 
provide more detail for Wandlebury's changing for-
tunes, especially in the 20th century, which started 
with immensely elaborate planting schemes and use 
of hot houses, run by an army of gardeners. The story 
effectively ends in the 1960s, when CPS had to revert 

to far simpler management. What would have been 
good, and might still be done, is to record the work 
of Bill Clark in the later 20th century as he turned the 
gardens into a valuable nature reserve and public rec-
reation area, again much in the fashion of the times. 

, 

_c 	I 
A 	' ' 

! 	 2'' 	 L;. 

The eighteenth century garden at Wandlebury (reconstruc -
tion) 

Stourbridge Leper Chapel, Barnwell, Cambridge 
Barry Pearce 2003 18pp £2.50 plus 50p p& p 
The tiny Norman building, isolated next to a rail-
way line and Newmarket Road on the route out of 
Cambridge, was the chapel for a leper hospital in 
the 12th century, an institution that became wealthy 
after it was granted the rights to Stourbridge Fair by 
King John and before these were taken over by the 
Corporation of Cambridge in 1289. The Fair famously 
flourished through to the 20th century but the chapel 
had a sad history, mostly as a storehouse, with periods 
of reuse and restoration in the 19th century until the 
University, which had ended up with responsibil-
ity for its maintenance, managed to pass it to CPS. 
Mercifully, largely due to the lack of funds for im-
provements since its foundation, its value as a simple 
Norman structure is now greater than many more 
lavish parish churches. 

Stourbridge Leper Chapel by R Relhan (CAS Collection) 



192 
	

Alison Taylor 

The Victoria History of the Counties of England: A 
history of Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely Vol X 
AJ Fletcher (Ed) 2002 The University of London 
Institute of Historical Research. 625 pp. hb, £90 

This is the tenth and final volume of VCH for 
Cambridgeshire, the only county to be completed 
since the 1960s, and all archaeologists and historians 
working in the county should be deeply grateful for 
it. Its massive volume does not belie the weight of its 
scholarly content, which is a miracle of compression 
when considering the sheer quantity of facts it lays 
before us. If only we could have had all this twenty 
years ago! 

Arranged by their hundreds in the traditional 
way, the villages covered are Ashley cum Silverley, 
Bottisham, Burwell, Cheveley, Chippenham, Fen 
Ditton, Fordham, Fulbourn, Horningsea, Isleham, 
Kennet, Kirtling, Landwade, Reach, Snailwell, Soham, 
Teversham, Wicken, Great and Little Wilbraham, 
Wicken and Woodditton. For each of these villages we 
are given a brief physical description and background 
history from the Norman Conquest up to the 1990s, 
details of changing population figures since 1086, ac-
counts of all that can be derived from historical docu-
ments for the various manors and other estates, an 
economic history that includes particular crops and 
farming practices and any industries from the middle 
ages to the present day. These are followed by sec-
tions on the parish church, Nonconformity and other 
religious institutions, education, local government, 
charities, and any particular historical aspects the par-
ish can boast. Exceptionally useful are the schematic  

maps for each parish, usually compiled to show the 
landscape and buildings existing about 1800, ie just 
before the ravages of Inclosure. There are also miserly 
mentions of archaeological remains, but it is perhaps 
polite to gloss over these. 

It is particularly helpful to have unusual institutions 
that occur in some villages put into context. Examples 
include the activities of the Knights Hospitallers in 
Ashley, medieval and later aristocratic developments 
at Kirtling Hall, with its castle, landscaped grounds 
and elaborate water features, stud farms at Cheveley, 
and the long history of the community of Austin can-
ons and a subsequent estate that we know as Anglesey 
Abbey. Activities of Ramsey and Ely abbeys in Reach, 
the battles of Swaftham Prior and Burwell over their 
precise boundary along Devils Dyke (incidentally, not 
so named until the late 16th century), the industries of 
Burwell that go so far to explain its strange settlement 
patterns from the middle ages to twenty-first century, 
the lime kilns of Isleham that were worked until 1938, 
the 12th century origins of a causeway from Soharn to 
Ely, and Soham's holding of the bones of St Felix until 
they were spirited away by Ramsey in the nefarious 
fashion of the times are other gems that grab attention. 
Under Wicken we learn of the activities of nineteenth-
century entomologists which led to the creation of the 
National Trust's holdings at Wicken Fen. 

It is good too to see modern local life immortalised 
alongside medieval history. With Cherry Hinton for 
example we get the Cambridge Folk Festival and the 
Junction. Such entries will become increasingly useful 
as the years proceed. The concluding section sets out 
the Hearth Tax returns for 1662, 1666 and 1674. 

ISLEHAM VILLAGE IN THE 1460s a Houses standing in 1460s
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Isleham village in the 1460s, based on a survey made c. 1465 by Thomas Peyton. From the Victoria County 
History of Cambridgeshire, Vol. X. 
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The volume is naturally expensive (and takes up a 
fair bit of shelf space) so individuals will think twice 
about purchasing it, but for enthusiasts it will an es-
sential reference tool for generations to come. All heri-
tage organisations in Cambridgeshire will need it, and 
every local library should be urged to have a copy on 
its shelves. 

The Cambridgeshire Explorer CD-ROM 
Hugo Brown 2002 £22 
Published by the author, in association with the 
Cambridgeshire Collection. Ash House, Prickwillow 
Road, Queen Adelaide, Ely C137 4TZ 

For something completely different, this is a CD 
containing Kelly's Directory of Cambridgeshire 
(old county) for 1904. It also contains about 1000 
photographs of the county taken between 1860 to 
the 1960s, with another 687 from between 1980 and 
2002. Every village in the county is included, each il-
lustrated with several photographs. In addition to the 
Directory (which is indexed) there are alphabetical 
listings for advertisements, businesses, house names 
( with the name and occupation of the occupier) and 
public houses (with the name of the publican). Each 
can be linked back to the Directory entry with a click. 
Personally, I can only read the Directory itself online 
with difficulty, but when printed out it is clear, the 
indexes are easy to read and follow, and the photo-
graphs are good quality and fascinating. Information 
with them is minimal, but adding grid references and 
annotations would be another major task. Selected 
photographs have also been collected into useful 
categories so these can be viewed or browsed to- 

ALMSHCU.j_ CRCUP, AN r. ' 

Residents of an Arrington almshouse. From the 
Cambridgeshire Explorer CD-ROM. 

gether. It is particularly helpful to be able to look at 
a sequence of old photographs of most churches in 
Cambridgeshire, and also the major houses, but oth-
ers will make use of the railway stations, mills, post 
offices etc. The whole compilation of course will be 
another invaluable tool for the local historian. 

A History of Ely Cathedral 
Peter Meadows and Nigel Ramsey (Ed) 2003 
The Boydell Press 434pp £29.95 

This is the most substantial work on the history of 
the Cathedral for over 200 years, and packs a huge 
amount of detailed scholarship. The work is divided 
into the four main eras of Ely's history: the Saxon 
abbey to 1107, the Priory to its Dissolution in 1539, 
the Dean and Chapter to 1836 and the modern history 
of the Cathedral. 

Early history is described in a single sweep, using 
a wide range of documents to supplement early 
chronicles and to distinguish pious myth from attest-
able fact. While there will always be regret for what 
does not survive, there is enough here to recount 
the changing and on the whole improving fortunes 
of IEthelthryth's foundation. A large cast of Saxon 
royalty, nobility and religious are identified for their 
part in preserving the Saint's memory and cult. The 
straightforward chronology of this chapter brings the 
Ely history to the point where the see is created and 
the great new Norman church becomes a cathedral. 

Thereafter, four main themes are covered in each 
period: the community, the buildings, the library and 
archives, liturgy and music. Together they create a 
picture of the life and work of men who created (but 
occasionally neglected) the ever-amazing fabric of the 
cathedral and religious service within it. As subsidiary 
themes, the relationships of the community (whether 
monks or canons) with the people of Ely and with the 
University of Cambridge also find a place. 

Level of detail and the comprehensive footnotes 
make this a work for reference rather than leisurely 
reading. Many illustrations (plans, and photographs 
both black and white and colour) give valuable and 
illuminating support to the text, but architectural de-
scriptions in particular require specialist knowledge 
of terminology. That said, the general reader may feel 
inspired to look more closely at the fine detail of ar-
cades and mouldings that reveal the problems and the 
genius of the medieval builders and craftsmen. 

The difficulty of specialist vocabulary is not so 
great in the other sections, though the organisation of 
the medieval church and monastery is described in its 
own terms. Still, there are fascinating details of life in 
a great abbey, complexity of the administration and 
the functions of various officers as revealed by their 
accounts. Most immediate perhaps is the list of items 
the novice monk was required to bring with him to 
the monastery - the sort of list familiar to any par-
ent who has packed off a child to school, college or 
camp. 

While there is reasonable biographical detail of 
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many of the priors, deans and canons, (particularly 
enlightening in the case of Robert Steward the last 
Prior and first Dean) there is little about the Bishops 
whose existence gives the cathedral its title. Many 
of them spent much of their time elsewhere, and on 
business not connected with the Cathedral, but some 
outline of the relationship between the bishop and the 
abbey/chapter would have been illuminating, even if 
the wider concerns of the see fall outside the terms of 
this book. 

This History is both less and more than that. As 
there is no single chronological account between 1107 
and 1836, the newcomer to the Ely story will have to 
work hard to combine references from the separate 
strands to form an overall history. On the other hand, 
the depth of analysis may stand for the next two hun-
dred years as the definitive and defining account of 
the properties of a great cathedral. 

Honor Ridout 
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