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INTRODUCTION 

The Northamptonshire Historic Landscape Character Assessment: Landscape Strategy and Guidelines builds on, and is in-
formed by, the Northamptonshire Historic Landscape Character Assessment (HLCA), which in turn forms part of the strategic 
Environmental Character Assessment (ECA).  It should therefore be used in conjunction with these overarching documents.  By 
way of introduction these documents are briefly reviewed below in order to provide the context for setting out the process 
and purpose of the Historic Landscape Strategy and Guidelines.  

THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISATION PROCESS
   
The Northamptonshire Environmental Characterisation Project provides a comprehensive, robust and transparent environ-
mental characterisation of the county at a sub regional level.  This county Environmental Characterisation Process (ECP) has 
developed an holistic approach by integrating the three primary environmental aspects comprising the historic, the biodiver-
sity and the current landscape character, which together underpin and inform the ECA.
   
THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

The Northamptonshire Historic Landscape Character Assessment (2005) provides a detailed review and description of the 
historic character of the Northamptonshire landscape.

The Northamptonshire HLCA is in itself one of two complementary Historic Landscape Characterisation projects, carried out in 
partnership in the County. The Northamptonshire HLCA seeks to analyse the general surviving historic character of the County 
and group areas of broadly similar character into Character Types, and then to sub-divide these into geographically distinct 
Character Areas.  The assessment has also taken advantage of the most up-to-date technology for data interpretation and 
analysis and used as a baseline a large number of detailed GIS datasets.

THE CHARACTERISATION PROCESS

Characterisation is the process by which areas of distinctive character are classified, mapped and described.  In the Northamp-
tonshire HLCA, Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character Areas have been identified.  Landscape Character Types 
are distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogeneous in historic character.  They are generic in nature in that they 
may occur in different parts of the county, and indeed the country, but wherever they occur they share broadly similar combi-
nations of historical land use and settlement pattern.  By comparison, Landscape Character Areas are unique in that they are 
geographically discrete, sharing characteristics of the broader landscape type to which they belong.  An important feature of 
the character assessment process is that it is objective; no judgment is made of a particular landscape’s value or quality.  How-
ever, attention is given to identifying characteristics that are distinctive, rare or special as well as to the more commonplace.

The Northamptonshire HLCA identified the following 12 Broad Historic Landscape Character Types across the county:  These 
are broadly divided into 4 themes.

Non parliamentary enclosure

1. Pre 19th Century non parliamentary enclosure
2. 19th Century non parliamentary enclosure
3. Fragmented non parliamentary enclosure

Parliamentary enclosure

4. Earlier Century Parliamentary enclosure
5. 19th Century parliamentary enclosure
6. Fragmented parliamentary enclosure

Modern fields

7. Large modern fields
8. Reinstated mineral extraction
9. Flooded mineral extraction
10. Modern fields
11. Fragmented modern fields

Woodland

12. Woodland

INTRODUCTION
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HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

1a Thornby – Watford Hills and Valleys
1b Brampton Brook – River Ise Watershed
1c Avon River Valley: Lilbourne
1d Holdenby Uplands
1e Rushton Clay Plateau

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES

• Upper ground around watersheds and heads of valleys; Commanding views of the rolling landscape have formed 
important choices for the development of landscape parkland

• Clay geologies; predominately heavy clay soils derived from Whitby Mudstone Formation (Upper Lias Clay) and 
Boulder Clay, however more varied geologies are exposed in stream and river valleys. 

• Irregular field patterns; generally, early enclosure fields were large, with curving hedges building on the lines of 
earlier medieval ridge and furrow furlongs or other existing landscape features linked to deer parks or landscape 
parklands.  Some of these areas were later subdivided with more regular straight hedgelines as the landscape 
evolved, but the erosion of smaller fieldscapes by modern agricultural practices and the resulting loss of associated 
ridge and furrow to ploughing for arable cultivation has not been as extensive as elsewhere in the county, possibly 
due to the prevalence of halls, parks and gardens.

• Historic parkland and garden remains; large houses and halls with associated park and garden remains form the 
principal monument type, dominating the upper ground of the county and fossilising many earlier features within 
their pastoral landscapes, including entire deserted medieval villages such as at Holdenby House.

• Isolated but well-preserved ridge and furrow earthworks; medieval ridge and furrow survives sporadically where 
there has been a long history of pasture as opposed to arable agriculture, often lying preserved within the enclosed 
field boundaries cutting across the larger scale sinuous earthworks.  Some of the best examples of large landscape 
scale preservations are to be found within parklands associated with large houses. 

• Small winding historic road and track systems; threaded between the earlier enclosure boundaries these 
subdivide the landscape and exhibit a sinuous country road character.  

1   PRE 19TH CENTURY NON- PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

Pre 19th Century Non Parliamentary Enclosure, Winwick

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council: 
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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1   PRE 19TH CENTURY NON- PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

Pre 19th Century Non Parliamentary Enclosure, Lilbourne 

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE PRE 19TH CENTURY NON- PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE TYPE

The surviving Pre-19th century non parliamentary landscapes are principally confined to the north western part of the 
county and as such generally occupy higher ground, often around the watersheds and upper valleys of the River Nene 
tributary streams.  They typically represent 18th century landscapes comprising irregularly patterned fieldscapes 
amongst which are set grand houses with historic garden remains.  There has been little modern development and 
there are a number of deserted or shrunken medieval villages surviving either because of inclusion in parkland, or 
because of absence of agricultural intensification.  Ridge and furrow survival is sporadic where arable intensification 
and other land use practices have had an impact, however where pasture remains survival is relatively good.  Some of 
the best-preserved samples of ridge and furrow occur within the landscape parklands.
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1   PRE 19TH CENTURY NON- PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines

• Upper ground around watersheds and heads of 
valleys; Commanding views of the rolling landscape 
have formed important choices for the development of 
landscape parkland

• To conserve the overall landscape settlements must 
seek to retain their 19th Century limits, wherever 
possible development should be limited to within 
existing village envelopes where it does not have a 
negative impact on existing archaeological remains

• Irregular field patterns; generally, early enclosure 
fields were large, with curving hedges building on the 
lines of earlier medieval ridge and furrow furlongs 
or other existing landscape features linked to deer 
parks or landscape parklands.  Some of these areas 
were later subdivided with more regular straight 
hedgelines as the landscape evolved, but the erosion 
of smaller fieldscapes by modern agricultural practices 
and the resulting loss of associated ridge and furrow 
to ploughing for arable cultivation has not been as 
extensive as elsewhere in the county, possibly due to 
the prevalence of halls, parks and gardens.

• Conserve and enhance historic hedgerows and 
other historic boundary features such as Parish 
and township boundaries.  The restoration of 
lost hedgerow lines will be actively encouraged 
where this strengthens local character.  Hedgerow 
species and inclusion of hedgerow trees will reflect 
the requirements of the Biodiversity Character 
Guidance 

 
• Conserve the characteristic winding roads and 

track systems

• Historic parkland and garden remains; large houses 
and halls with associated park and garden remains 
form the principal monument type, dominating the 
upper ground of the county and fossilising many 
earlier features within their pastoral landscapes, 
including many deserted medieval villages such as at 
Holdenby House.

• Conserve, enhance and restore historic parklands; 
any proposed landscape restoration must be based 
on historic planting but respect the integrity of 
other archaeological features preserved within the 
landscape park.

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape.

• Isolated but well-preserved ridge and furrow 
earthworks; medieval ridge and furrow survives 
sporadically where there has been a long history of 
pasture as opposed to arable agriculture, often lying 
preserved beneath the later enclosed field patterns 
for example as seen at Lilbourne.  Some of the best 
examples of large landscape scale preservations are 
to be found within parklands associated with large 
houses. 

• Relict open field landscape evidence surviving 
within pasture fields must be a high priority 
for active conservation. Retain relict landscape 
features, particularly ridge and furrow where it 
survives in contiguous blocks or has a strong visual 
impact within the local landscape
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HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

2a Farthinghoe – Kings Sutton Clay Uplands
2b Nene Valley: Fotheringhay - Pilton
2c Charwelton Hills and Valleys
2d Barnwell Valley Sides

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Clay geologies; To the west of the county this character type has predominately heavy clay soils derived from 
Lower Lias Clay and to a lesser extent Boulder Clay plateaux, while to the east of the county the soils are Boulder Clay 
extending down to Oxford Clay, with more varied geologies exposed in stream and river valleys.

• Irregular field patterns often subdivided with later straight internal boundaries; The fields are characterised by 
generally retaining their overall irregular non parliamentary character, but are subdivided into smaller units with the 
addition of new hedge lines.  As such they are often very similar in character to the areas of parliamentary enclosure 
of the same date, but maintain an irregular pattern. These areas also include a background of non parliamentary 
enclosed fields which remain untouched by 19th century agricultural activity.  The boundaries of some of these fields, 
especially around the Badby area may be of some antiquity or at least preserve the line of earlier boundaries. 

• Historic parkland and garden remains; While large houses and halls with associated park and garden remains 
are less numerous and as a result have had a lesser impact on the landscape than in the Pre 19th Century Non-
Parliamentary Enclosure Type, they do occur within these character areas, with examples such as Lilford Hall and 
Deene Park.  More prevalent are smaller scale earthwork remains of former manor houses and associated garden 
features (e.g. Greatworth, Catesby, Farthinghoe and Barnwell), many deserted medieval villages, moated sites (e.g. 
Warmington and Pilton) and motte and bailey castles (e.g. Fotheringhay).

• Isolated ridge and furrow earthworks; medieval ridge and furrow survives sporadically where there has been a 
long history of pasture as opposed to arable agriculture, often lying preserved within the enclosed field boundaries 
cutting across the larger scale sinuous earthworks.  Some of the best examples of large landscape scale preservations 
are to be found within parklands associated with large houses.

2   19TH CENTURY NON PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

FIG  5

19th Century Non Parliamentary Enclosure, Halse

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council: 
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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19th Century Non Parliamentary Enclosure, Fawsley

2   19TH CENTURY NON PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE 19TH CENTURY NON PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE TYPE

Landscapes characterised by 19th century non-parliamentary enclosures are located at the extreme eastern and western ends 
of the county. In the former area they occupy parts of the broad valley slopes to the north and south of the River Nene whilst 
in the latter they occupy high ground overlooking the major valleys of the Rivers Leam and Cherwell. They represent areas of 
early enclosure that have been significantly modified in the 19th century.  As with the Pre-19th Century Non-Parliamentary 
Enclosure Historic Landscape Character Type, the areas contain historic houses and garden remains and several deserted 
medieval villages.

Historic parks and garden remains and other archaeological earthworks are important features of these character areas. 
Landscape Parks should be conserved and restored where appropriate, respecting historic planting schemes while 
seeking as much as possible to protect preserved archaeological remains, while other archaeological remains and historic 
buildings within the wider landscape should be conserved, enhanced and positively managed.  Landscape features such as 
historic hedgerows and other important historic boundary features, as well as large blocks of preserved ridge and furrow 
are an important element of the landscape character and development should seek to conserve these features where 
possible.  Where it is demonstrated to be historically appropriate, consideration should be given to small-scale hedgerow 
reinstatement, retaining the existing mix of regular and irregular field boundaries where possible.  New development, change 
and land management should be controlled to conserve and enhance the visual quality of the historic landscape and to 
conserve important relict monuments wherever possible.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the historic character of this landscape type, with historic 
parklands set within a mixed farming landscape of pasture (exhibiting ridge and furrow or other archaeological earthwork 
remains) and arable cultivation.  New development should seek to reinforce the small-scale nature of village settlement 
(where the development will not have a negative impact on existing archaeological remains) and avoid inappropriate large-
scale development in the open countryside.
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2   19TH CENTURY NON PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Irregular field patterns often subdivided with 
later straight internal boundaries; The fields are 
characterised by generally retaining their overall 
irregular non parliamentary character, but are 
subdivided into smaller units with the addition of 
new hedge lines. As such they are often very similar in 
character to the areas of parliamentary enclosure of 
the same date, but maintain an irregular pattern. These 
areas also include a background of non parliamentary 
enclosed fields which remain untouched by 19th 
century agricultural activity. The boundaries of some of 
these fields, especially around the Badby area may be 
of some antiquity or at least preserve the line of earlier 
boundaries. 

• Conserve and enhance historic hedgerows and 
other historic boundary features such as Parish 
and township boundaries.  The restoration of lost 
hedgerow lines will be encouraged where this 
can be demonstrated to be historically sensitive 
and to strengthen local character.  Hedgerow 
species and inclusion of hedgerow trees will reflect 
the requirements of the Biodiversity Character 
Guidance

• Retain mix of regular and irregular field divisions

• Historic parkland and garden remains; While large 
houses and halls with associated park and garden 
remains are less numerous and as a result have had 
a lesser impact on the landscape than in the Pre 19th 
Century Non-Parliamentary Enclosure Type, they do 
occur within these character areas, with examples 
such as Lilford Hall and Deene Park.  More prevalent 
are smaller scale earthwork remains of former 
manor houses and associated garden features (e.g. 
Greatworth, Catesby, Farthinghoe and Barnwell), 
many deserted medieval villages, moated sites (e.g. 
Warmington and Pilton) and motte and bailey castles 
(e.g. Fotheringhay).

• Conserve, enhance and restore historic parklands; 
any proposed landscape restoration must be based 
on historic planting but respect the integrity of 
other archaeological features preserved within the 
landscape park.

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape.

• Isolated ridge and furrow earthworks; medieval 
ridge and furrow survives sporadically where there has 
been a long history of pasture as opposed to arable 
agriculture, often lying preserved, within the enclosed 
field boundaries cutting across the larger scale sinuous 
earthworks.  Some of the best examples of large 
landscape scale preservations are to be found within 
parklands associated with large houses.

• Retain relict landscape features, particularly ridge 
and furrow where it has a strong visual impact 
within the local landscape
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HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

3a Sywell Clay Plateau

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Upper ground around watersheds and heads of valleys; 

• Clay and valley side geologies; predominately heavy clay soils derived from Boulder Clay, however more varied 
geologies are exposed in the tributary valleys of the Nene and the Ise.

• Irregular field patterns; The remaining fields generally retain their overall pre-19th century enclosure patterns, which 
in turn respect earlier old enclosures and maintain an irregular pattern. Due to the relatively small geographic size 
of this type, large landscape scale monuments such as Overstone Park and Sywell Aerodrome have had a significant 
impact on the survival of field patterns.

• Historic parkland and garden remains; Overstone Park is the only example of a historic park in this small character 
type and includes garden remains and the deserted medieval village of Overstone. There are additional garden 
remains associated with the 16th century manor house at Hardwick.

• Replanted ancient woodland; two replanted Ancient Woodlands remain important, although isolated biodiversity 
reservoirs.

• Ridge and furrow survival; the ridge and furrow resource has been seriously damaged in this landscape due to 
recent land use when compared to other character types.

• Small winding historic road and track systems; threaded between the earlier enclosure boundaries these 
subdivide the landscape and exhibit a sinuous country road character.  

• Modern Aerodrome; Sywell Aerodrome, which was founded in 1928 as a private air club. During the war the 
aerodrome saw service as a pilot training ground and aircraft repair facility and has been in constant use since.

3  FRAGMENTED NON PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

FIG  ?

Fragmented Non Parliamentary Enclosure, Sywell

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council: 
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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Pytchley Gates at Overstone Hall

3  FRAGMENTED NON PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE FRAGMENTED NON PARLIAMENTARY FIELDSCAPES TYPE

The Fragmented Non Parliamentary Fieldscapes character type occupies a single location in the middle of the county 
between Wellingborough and Northampton. It sits upon the southern end of a Boulder clay plateau which itself 
overlooks the Ise Valley at the west and the Nene Valley at the south. It comprises areas of pre-parliamentary enclosure 
surrounding Hardwick and Sywell villages. This small landscape type is characterised by the presence of historic 
parkland, replanted ancient woodland and an airfield, that fragment the fieldscape.

Landscape features such as historic hedgerows, which define pre-parliamentary fieldscapes, are an important element 
of the landscape character and development should seek to conserve these features.  Archaeological remains 
and historic buildings within the wider landscape should be conserved, enhanced and positively managed.  New 
development, change and land management should be controlled to conserve and enhance the visual quality of the 
historic landscape and to conserve important relict monuments wherever possible.

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the historic character of this landscape type, with a 
mixed farming landscape of mainly arable cultivation enclosed by fragmentary early fieldscapes.  New development 
should seek to avoid further large-scale development in the open countryside.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Irregular field patterns; The remaining fields 
generally retain their overall pre-19th century enclosure 
patterns, which in turn respect earlier old enclosures 
and maintain an irregular pattern. Due to the relatively 
small geographic size of this type, large landscape 
scale monuments such as Overstone Park and Sywell 
Aerodrome have had a significant impact on the 
survival of field patterns.

• Conserve and enhance historic hedgerows and 
other historic boundary features such as Parish and 
township boundaries. 

• Historic parkland and garden remains; Overstone 
Park is the only example of a historic park in this small 
character type and includes garden remains and the 
deserted medieval village of Overstone. There are 
additional garden remains associated with the 16th 
century manor house at Hardwick.

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape.

• Modern Aerodrome; Sywell Aerodrome, which was 
founded in 1928 as a private air club. During the war 
the aerodrome saw service as a pilot training ground 
and aircraft repair facility, and has been in constant use 
since.

• Conserve, and enhance surviving WWII defences, 
archaeological remains and historic buildings 
associated with Sywell Aerodrome.

3  FRAGMENTED NON PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE
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4   EARLIER PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

4a Welland Valley: Dingley to Ashley
4b Bulwick Limestone Valley
4c Welland Valley: Duddington to Wakerley
4d Lamport – Moulton Uplands
4e Middleton Cheney Hills and Valleys
4f Nene Valley: Yarwell to Wood Newton

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Regular patterned fieldscapes; The Parliamentary Enclosure Character Type represents areas where the fieldscapes 
preserve the initial process of Parliamentary enclosure up to the early 19th century.

• Straight hedgerows and regular straight road systems; The method of enclosure produced distinctive fieldscapes. 
Since the process of enclosing large areas of what were open fields was relatively rapid the fieldscapes were 
usually designed on the surveyor’s drawing board, resulting in straight boundaries, often (but not exclusively) in 
neat geometric patterns that cut across the preceding ridge and furrow strip cultivation. The initial layout of large 
allotments was often quickly followed by individual farmers subdividing their land into medium sized fields and 
establishing farmsteads and houses away from the village in the middle of their private land.  The farmsteads and 
fields were linked by a series of regular straight roads.

• Low ancient or replanted ancient woodland survival; in general large blocks of woodland have been cleared in 
favour of the agricultural landscape.

• Few historic ornamental parks but the remnants of some medieval deer parks; By the nature of parliamentary 
enclosure there are fewer historic houses and gardens within the character areas. However, the 17th – 18th century 
Bulwick Hall stands within ornamental parkland and there is a collection of 18th century follies within the bounds of 
Boughton Park, and the boundary banks of a former medieval deer park occur in Harringworth.

• Few major earthworks of deserted medieval settlements surviving; Medieval earthworks general comprise minor 
remains associated with settlements but there are possible watermill sites at Thenford and Holcot. 

• Few major modern communication routes; There are generally few major transport links through the area with 
the communication routes generally comprising enclosure and earlier road systems. This lack of major modern 
transportation may be linked to the survival of the fieldscapes and the general undeveloped nature of many of the 
villages.

Earlier Parliamentary Enclosure, Sutton Bassett

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council: 
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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Earlier Parliamentary Enclosure, Bulwick

4   EARLIER PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE EARLIER PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE TYPE

Four of the six areas of Parliamentary Enclosure are located at the extreme north of the county, close to the major 
valleys of the Rivers Welland and Nene.  The fifth area occupies a north to south swathe through the centre of the 
county whilst the sixth is an outlying example located in the southeast.  The areas represent landscapes that preserve 
the layout of parliamentary enclosure of the 18th and early 19th century.  These areas generally comprise regularly laid 
out field systems with contemporary farmsteads and road systems.  There are few upstanding earthwork monuments, 
areas of ridge and furrow remains, large historic houses or ancient woodland surviving.

Parliamentary enclosure is a significant historic element within the landscape, a Georgian remodelling which, in 
it’s scale and scope, could be compared to the contemporary remodelling of many of the county’s market towns. 
Landscape features such as historic hedgerows and other important historic boundary features are an essential 
element of Parliamentary enclosure landscapes.  New proposed development should treat these as a high priority 
for active conservation.  New development, change and land management should be controlled to conserve and 
enhance the visual quality of the historic landscape and there will be a presumption in favour of preservation 
of important relict monuments and historic buildings wherever possible.  New development at existing village 
settlements should be located within the historic village envelopes in preference to expansion of settlement, except 
where development would have a negative impact on important archaeological remains or historic buildings.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the historic character of this landscape type, with rural 
villages set within a landscape of straight edged, geometric Parliamentary enclosure fieldscapes.  New development, 
land-use changes and agricultural practice should seek to conserve and enhance the small scale nature of village 
settlement and avoid inappropriate large scale development in the open countryside which would result in loss of 
large scale loss of the hedgerow resource.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Straight hedgerows and regular straight road 
systems; The method of enclosure produced 
distinctive fieldscapes.  Since the process of enclosing 
large areas of what were open fields was relatively 
rapid the fieldscapes were usually designed on 
the surveyor’s drawing board, resulting in straight 
boundaries, often (but not exclusively) in neat 
geometric patterns that cut across the preceding ridge 
and furrow strip cultivation. The initial layout of large 
allotments was often quickly followed by individual 
farmers subdividing their land into medium sized 
fields and establishing farmsteads and houses away 
from the village in the middle of their private land.  The 
farmsteads and fields were linked by a series of regular 
straight roads.

• Conserve and enhance historic hedgerows.  The 
restoration of lost hedgerow lines to historic 
patterns will be actively encouraged where this 
strengthens local character.  Hedgerow species 
and inclusion of hedgerow trees will reflect 
the requirements of the Biodiversity Character 
Guidance

 
• Conserve field barns and other historic farm 

buildings, wherever possible avoiding conversion 
involving changes of use from agriculture

• Low ancient or replanted ancient woodland 
survival; in general large blocks of woodland have 
been cleared in favour of the agricultural landscape.

• New woodland planting should wherever possible 
reflect historic woodland distribution patterns.  
Woodland species will reflect the requirements of 
the Biodiversity Character Guidance

• Support should be given to retain patterns of 
woodland established in 18th /19th as sporting cover 
(fox coverts for example) particularly where theses 
are affected by changes to rural sports and the 
economy.  

• Few major earthworks of deserted medieval 
settlements surviving; Medieval earthworks general 
comprise minor remains associated with settlements 
but there are possible watermill sites at Thenford 
and Holcot, and the boundary banks of a former 
medieval deer park occur in Harringworth.  The most 
extensive area of ridge and furrow survival lies within 
the Welland Valley: Dingley to Ashley character area.   
Elsewhere only sporadic isolated examples survive. 

• Relict open field landscape evidence surviving 
within pasture fields must be a high priority 
for active conservation.  Retain relict landscape 
features, particularly ridge and furrow where it 
survives in contiguous blocks or has a strong visual 
impact within the local landscape

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape.

4   EARLIER PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE
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HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Fieldscapes with straight hedgerow boundaries and enclosure roadways; The majority of parliamentary 
enclosure took place in the latter half of the 18th century.  However, the process continued in the 19th century with 
approximately twenty parishes being enclosed after 1820.  The later parliamentary enclosures tend to have a more 
regular geometric pattern than some of their precursors. The fieldscapes comprise straight hedgerows and regular 
width roads and amongst these sit the newly created farmsteads and field barns.  The later 19th century alterations to 
existing parliamentary fields mostly comprise the addition of further straight hedgerows that generally maintain the 
overall character of the area.

• Areas predominantly occupy or overlook river valleys; Although occupying a variety of locations, the majority 
of areas are either located upon or overlook the principal river Valleys of the county.  Of the undulating clay uplands 
Naseby – East Farndon (HLCA 5d) forms a major watershed for the county.

• Areas include some settlements that have expanded from their 19th century historic cores; Although the 
majority of settlements have not changed greatly in size from their 19th century historic cores most have seen some 
expansion through modern housing.  Certain villages, especially along the Nene Valley have grown considerably since 
the late 19th century due to the expansion of the boot and shoe industry in that period and subsequently in their role 
as dormitory villages.  The villages display a variety of layouts and include both nucleated and linear row forms.  

• Ridge and furrow earthworks; Ridge and furrow survives throughout the area.  It is principally located on the clay 
uplands areas; however, concentrations are also to be found at Gretton and along the Nene Valley.

• Modern transport routes run through many areas; These areas contain several modern and currently active 
communication routes.  These are especially evident in the Crick Undulating Clayland where the major routes of the 
M1, the London – Birmingham Railway, the A5 Trunk Road and the Grand Union Canal all pass through the Watford 
Gap.  Other major routes within the area include the A43, A45 and A14 trunk roads.

• Ornamental landscaped parks; Although the areas contain only a few minor country houses, significant examples 
of major 17th – 19th century halls and associated landscaped parks are present at Althorp and Easton Neston.

5 19TH CENTURY PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

5a Easton – Collyweston Plateau
5b Welland Valley: Gretton - Harringworth
5c Naseby – East Farndon
5d Thorpe Malsor – Braybrooke Uplands
5e Crick Undulating Clayland
5f West Haddon – Harpole Uplands

5g Nene Valley: Irthlingborough to Wadenhoe
5h Syresham- Croughton Limestone Plateau
5i Tove Valley: Cosgrove to Towcester
5j Bozeat Claylands
5k Nene Valley: Ecton – Great Doddington
5l Nene Valley: Oundle to Warmington

19th Century Parliamentary Enclosure, Collyweston

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council: 
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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19th Century Parliamentary Enclosure, Irthlingborough

5. 19TH CENTURY PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE 19TH CENTURY PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE TYPE

The 19th Century Parliamentary Enclosure areas are located throughout the County.  Four of the twelve areas occupy the 
River Nene valley below Northampton, whilst others overlook the valleys of the Rivers Tove and Welland or are located upon 
higher ground comprising undulating clayland in the west of the county.  The areas represent landscapes of parliamentary 
enclosure either created after around 1820, or which have been significantly altered later in that century, usually by the 
subdivision of fields.  A variety of historic monuments occur throughout the area including a number of prehistoric and 
medieval defended sites.

Landscape features such as historic hedgerows and other important historic boundary features are an essential element 
of Parliamentary enclosure landscapes.  New proposed development should seek to conserve and enhance these 
as a priority.  New development, change and land management should be controlled to conserve and enhance the 
visual quality of the historic landscape and there should be a presumption in favour of preservation of important relict 
monuments and historic buildings wherever possible.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the historic character of this landscape type, with rural villages 
set within a landscape of straight edged, geometric Parliamentary enclosure fieldscapes.  New development, land-use 
changes and agricultural practice should seek to avoid inappropriate changes in the open countryside that would result 
in loss of large scale loss of the hedgerow resource
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Fieldscapes with straight hedgerow boundaries 
and enclosure roadways; The majority of 
parliamentary enclosure took place in the latter half of 
the 18th century.  However, the process continued in 
the 19th century with approximately twenty parishes 
being enclosed after 1820.  The later parliamentary 
enclosures tend to have a more regular geometric 
pattern than some of their precursors.  The fieldscapes 
comprise straight hedgerows and regular width roads 
and amongst these sit the newly created farmsteads 
and field barns.  The later 19th century alterations 
to existing parliamentary fields mostly comprise the 
addition of further straight hedgerows that generally 
maintain the overall character of the area.

• Conserve and enhance historic hedgerows.  
The restoration of lost hedgerow lines to 
historic patterns should be informed by local 
circumstances.  Hedgerow species and inclusion of 
hedgerow trees will reflect the requirements of the 
Biodiversity Character Guidance

• New woodland planting should wherever possible 
reflect historic woodland distribution patterns.  
Woodland species will reflect the requirements of 
the Biodiversity Character Guidance

• Ridge and furrow earthworks; Ridge and furrow 
survives throughout the area.  It is principally located 
on the clay uplands areas; however, concentrations are 
also to be found at Gretton and along the Nene Valley.

• Relict open field landscape evidence surviving 
within pasture fields must be a high priority 
for active conservation. Retain relict landscape 
features, particularly ridge and furrow where it has 
a strong visual impact within the local landscape

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape

• Ornamental landscaped parks; Although the areas 
contain only a few minor country houses, significant 
examples of major 17th – 19th century halls and 
associated landscaped parks are present at Althorp 
and Easton Neston.

• Conserve, enhance and restore historic parklands; 
any proposed landscape restoration must be based 
on historic planting but respect the integrity of 
other archaeological features preserved within the 
landscape park.

5 19TH CENTURY PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE
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HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

6a Western Clay Uplands
6b Sibbertoft Plateau
6c Welland Valley: Middleton - Rockingham
6d Everdon-Badby Upper Valley
6e Kings Cliffe Plateau
6f Grafton – Warkton Clay Plateau
6g Southern Nene Valley Side: Hardingstone – Castle Ashby
 

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Areas overlook the major valleys of the Welland, Nene and Tove as well as the tributary streams of the Ise and 
Willow Brook; Since the areas of this character type occupy ground either between or in major river valleys, the 
topography often comprises undulating landscapes cut through by tributary streams.  The Sibbertoft Plateau and the 
Everdon – Badby Upper Valley in particular represent watersheds for the major river systems.

• Areas contain a number of defended medieval sites; The Fragmented Parliamentary Enclosure areas are noted for 
the number of castles, often with mottes, that survive within them.  Examples occur at Farthingstone, Weedon Lois, 
Sulgrave, Sibbertoft, Little Houghton and Rockingham.  Their frequency may be connected with the fact that many of 
the character areas are located on dominant defensive positions.  

• A number of large historic landscape parks; Amongst the historic 17th and 18th century houses in the area 
examples include Stoke Park, Fawsley, Edgecote House and Courteenhall Hall.  These houses include historic parkland 
but perhaps the two most extensive examples of this particular landscape feature are the Boughton Park and Castle 
Ashby Estates.

• Canal landscapes; The Grand Union canal produces canal landscapes through the west of the county particularly 
around Braunston and Blisworth

 

6   FRAGMENTED PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

FIG 4

FIG  5

FIG 13

FIG  14
Fragmented Parliamentary Enclosure, Welford

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council: 
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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Fragmented Parliamentary Enclosure, Rockingham Park

6   FRAGMENTED PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE FRAGMENTED PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE TYPE

The areas of Fragmented Parliamentary Enclosure occur along the northern border of the county and in the southwest. 
They represent areas where blocks of parliamentary enclosure fields are separated by the presence of both large fields 
and other modern intrusions, as well as areas of pre-parliamentary enclosure.  The large extent of some of the areas mean 
that a range of historical monuments occur but the areas are especially noted for the presence of a number of Norman 
mottes and major 18th and 19th century landscaped parkland, as well as a number of deserted medieval villages.  The 
modern settlements themselves often display complex patterns of development evidenced by the presence of associated 
earthworks and no one settlement form appears to dominate.  Due to the nature of the fragmentation the fieldscapes 
exhibit a variety of patterns throughout the county.  However, since the ‘background’ character is formed by the process of 
parliamentary enclosure, regular fields, straight hedgerows and enclosure roads predominate.  However, amongst these lie 
more irregular fields of earlier origin, as well as modern fields created by the removal of hedgerows.  These latter areas often, 
but not exclusively, maintain a rectilinear character. Twentieth century features such as large industrial estates, disused 
airfields and some restored mineral extraction add to the fragmentation. 

Landscape features such as historic hedgerows and other important historic boundary features are an important 
background element within the Fragmentary Parliamentary enclosure type.  New proposed development should seek 
to conserve and enhance these where they enhance local character.  New development, change and land management 
should be controlled to conserve and enhance the visual quality of the historic landscape and there should be a 
presumption in favour of preservation of important relict monuments and historic buildings wherever possible.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the historic character of this landscape type, with a mixture of 
rural villages and more developed settlements set within a landscape of straight edged, geometric Parliamentary enclosure 
fieldscapes fragmented by patches of pre-parliamentary enclosure, second world war airfields, modern fields or industrial 
development.  New development should seek to enhance local character sympathetically, while preserving archaeological 
monuments and historic buildings where possible.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Areas contain a number of defended medieval sites; 
The Fragmented Parliamentary Enclosure areas are 
noted for the number of castles, often with mottes, that 
survive within them.  Examples occur at Farthingstone, 
Weedon Lois, Sulgrave, Sibbertoft, Little Houghton and 
Rockingham.  Their frequency may be connected with 
the fact that many of the character areas are located on 
dominant defensive positions.  

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
major archaeological defensive earthworks and 
associated historic buildings.

• Conserve and enhance historic hedgerows 
where it is appropriate and reinforces local 
character.  The restoration of lost hedgerow lines 
to historic patterns should be informed by local 
circumstances.  Hedgerow species and inclusion of 
hedgerow trees will reflect the requirements of the 
Biodiversity Character Guidance

• A number of large historic landscape parks; 
Amongst the historic 17th and 18th century houses 
in the area examples include Stoke Park, Fawsley, 
Edgecote House and Courteenhall Hall.  These houses 
include historic parkland but perhaps the two most 
extensive examples of this particular landscape feature 
are the Boughton Park and Castle Ashby Estates.

• Conserve, enhance and restore historic parklands; 
any proposed landscape restoration must be based 
on historic planting but respect the integrity of 
other archaeological features preserved within the 
landscape park.

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape. 

• Relict open field landscape evidence surviving 
within pasture fields must be a high priority 
for active conservation. Retain relict landscape 
features, particularly ridge and furrow where it has 
a strong visual impact within the local landscape

• Canal landscapes; The Grand Union canal produces 
canal landscapes through the west of the county 
particularly around Braunston and Blisworth

• Conserve and enhance the character of canals and 
associated landscape features

6   FRAGMENTED PARLIAMENTARY ENCLOSURE
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7 LARGE MODERN FIELDS

HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

 

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Clay geologies; The ten character areas are predominantly located in the eastern half of the county, a factor 
possibly related to the dominance of arable cultivation here over smaller pasture fields at the west.  Topographically, 
however, the areas occupy a variety of locales including the clay plateaux and river valley sides at the south and 
north of the county respectively, the watershed uplands of the south- west, and part of the River Ise valley between 
Wellingborough and Kettering.  

• Large irregular fieldscapes; The large Modern Fields character type represents a process of extensive field boundary 
removal to create single, large fields. The process is linked to changes in post-war farming practices, increased 
mechanisation and the introduction of fiscal measures such as the Common Agricultural Policy.  The 1950s Ordnance 
Survey mapping generally shows a picture that was very similar to that of the late 19th Century, indicating that 
the majority of these boundary changes occurred during the 1960s and 1970s.  This would suggest that although 
agricultural needs during the Second World War may have brought more fields and marginal land into arable 
cultivation the essential pattern of the landscape remained the same until the onset of more intensive farming.  In the 
Historic Landscape Character methodology the fields are all defined as over 10 hectares with the majority being over 
20 ha.  

• Small settlements and scattered isolated farmsteads; Settlement within the areas generally comprises small or 
significantly shrunken villages.  There is also a preponderance of nucleated linear settlements, some of which show 
evidence of extensive re-planning or re-location in the 19th and 20th centuries.   

• Few deserted medieval village or ridge and furrow earthworks; The changes to settlement have occasionally left 
the earthwork remains of deserted or shrunken villages but often these have been removed as part of the modern 
agricultural improvements.  Since the fields within the Character Areas are largely arable, they contain little surviving 
ridge and furrow cultivation.  Coupled with this, the removal of hedges and other agricultural improvements was, in 
some locations, accompanied by the flattening of earthwork sites.  However, ridge and furrow earthworks do survive 
in small areas of pasture immediately around some of the villages, such as at Elkington.  

7a Titchmarsh – Lutton Clay Plateau
7b Hemplow Hills
7c Preston Capes
7d Hackleton Clay Plateau
7e Newton Bromswold Clay Plateau

7f Nene Valley: Little Addington to Ringstead
7g Ise Valley Side: Broughton to Harrowden
7h Wilbarston – Brampton Ash Valley Sides
7i Apethorpe - Blatherwycke Limestone Valleys
7j Nene Valley: Irchester to Wollaston

Large Modern Fields, Hemington

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
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Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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Large Modern Fields, Wilbarston [former Desborough airfield]

7 LARGE MODERN FIELDS

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE LARGE MODERN FIELDS TYPE

The character type represents areas of large modern fields created by a process of boundary removal undertaken in 
the late 20th century.  Their location, particularly on the clay plateaux at the south of the county, largely based on the 
practicalities of modern agricultural regimes.  The areas often contain small settlements and isolated farmsteads and a 
number of historic houses.  The site of a major Roman town at Irchester also falls into the area.

New development, change and land management should be controlled to conserve and enhance the visual quality of 
the modern agricultural landscape in line with the guidance set out in the Current Landscape Character Assessment 
Landscape Strategy and Guidance for appropriate geographic areas.  There should be a presumption in favour of the 
preservation of surviving relict monuments and historic buildings wherever possible.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the character of this landscape type, with a mixture of 
nucleated linear villages set within a modern agricultural landscape of irregular large fieldscapes.  New development 
should seek to enhance local historic character sympathetically, while seeking to preserve surviving archaeological 
monuments and historic buildings.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Large irregular fieldscapes; The large Modern Fields 
character type represents a process of extensive 
field boundary removal to create single, large 
fields.  The process is linked to changes in post-war 
farming practices, increased mechanisation and the 
introduction of fiscal measures such as the Common 
Agricultural Policy.  The 1950s Ordnance Survey 
mapping generally shows a picture that was very 
similar to that of the late 19th Century, indicating that 
the majority of these boundary changes occurred 
during the 1960s and 1970s.  This would suggest that 
although agricultural needs during the Second World 
War may have brought more fields and marginal land 
into arable cultivation the essential pattern of the 
landscape remained the same until the onset of more 
intensive farming.  In the Historic Landscape Character 
methodology the fields are all defined as over 10 
hectares with the majority being over 20 ha.  

• Conserve the modern agricultural character by 
maintaining the arable land use as opposed to a 
reversion to pasture fields.

• Where pre-parliamentary or parliamentary 
fieldscapes do survive locally in contiguous 
blocks, conserve and enhance historic hedgerows 
where this is appropriate and reinforces local 
character.  The restoration of lost hedgerow lines 
to historic patterns should be informed by local 
circumstances.  Hedgerow species and inclusion of 
hedgerow trees will reflect the requirements of the 
Biodiversity Character Guidance

• Few deserted medieval village or ridge and 
furrow earthworks; The changes to settlement have 
occasionally left the earthwork remains of deserted or 
shrunken villages but often these have been removed 
as part of the modern agricultural improvements.  
Since the fields within the Character Areas are largely 
arable, they contain little surviving ridge and furrow 
cultivation.  Coupled with this, the removal of hedges 
and other agricultural improvements was, in some 
locations, accompanied by the flattening of earthwork 
sites.   However, ridge and furrow earthworks do 
survive in small areas of pasture immediately around 
some of the villages, such as at Elkington.  

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape.

• Expansion of settlements should seek as much as 
possible to infill existing village envelopes, where 
development would not have a negative impact 
on important archaeological remains or historic 
buildings.  

7 LARGE MODERN FIELDS
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8   REINSTATED MINERAL EXTRACTION

HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

8a Nene Valley Side: Wakerley to Weldon
8b Lowick – Finedon Valley Side
8c Newton - Rushton
8d Nassington - Yarwell
 

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Large irregular fields set amongst a wider 20th century fieldscape; The reinstatement of agricultural land has 
had a significant impact upon the fieldscapes of the area.  Although the original hand dug quarries often reinstated 
land without removing field boundaries, the large-scale 20th century extraction saw previous enclosure patterns 
swept away.  The fieldscapes resulting from reinstatement, therefore generally comprise large irregular fields with few 
internal boundaries.  The areas surrounding the former quarries can also be affected where the lines of haul roads or 
former tramways are preserved in the fieldscapes.

• Some land re-used as recreational facilities and landfill sites; Extraction was by opencast methods.  Initially 
hand dug, steam power was introduced at the turn of the 19th century and this mechanisation led to a ‘hill and dale’ 
landscape, which covered large areas of the countryside.  Whereas the hand dug quarries were reinstated once 
completed and given back to agriculture, the mechanically dug areas were often left in their ridged state.  Some of 
these areas were covered with coniferous tree plantations but it was not until after the 1950s that suitable financial 
provision was made for the restoration of former quarry sites to agricultural land.  More recently, former quarries have 
been used for a range of purposes including landfill and recreational sites.

• Scarce ridge and furrow or other earthwork monuments; Largely due to the extraction process there is little 
survival of ridge and furrow cultivation in the area, although partly this may also be due to the fact that some areas 
were formerly part of the woodland of Rockingham Forest.  Where ridge and furrow does survive, it is around the 
villages such as at Harringworth

• Some historic woodland and parkland; For the same reason that ridge and furrow is scarce within the area there is 
also a lack of other upstanding earthwork monuments.  Those that are present, generally survive within the bounds 
of parkland.  Thus deserted medieval villages are present at both Kirby and Glendon Halls.  However, there is a single 
example of earthworks of a former house and formal gardens nearby Wakerley village.  The parkland also including 
some architectural monuments of note including Kirby Hall, Drayton House and the Triangular Lodge at Rushton.

• Frequent railways; The establishment of the Midland Main Line railway through Kettering in 1857 was the spur to 
the Ironstone industries in the area.  In the succeeding years branch lines were established to link the quarries and 
the smelting areas and to bring in coal from outside the county.  Thus the Reinstated Mineral Extraction Areas are 
characterised by the presence of active and former railway lines.  

Reinstated Mineral Workings, Corby

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council: 
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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(FIG1)

Reinstated Mineral Workings, Newton

8   REINSTATED MINERAL EXTRACTION

Kirby Hall and its parkland, containing archaeological features 

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE REINSTATED MINERAL EXTRACTION TYPE

The Character Areas that comprise the Reinstated Mineral 
Extraction type are located in the northeast of the county, 
centred upon the main Northampton Ironstone deposits. 
They represent areas of Victorian and later quarrying, which 
have been returned to agricultural use.  Due to the quarrying 
process, few upstanding historical monuments exist within 
the areas.  Iron smelting and production has occurred in the 
area since at least Roman times.  In addition to the Ironstone 
deposits, Rockingham Forest provided plentiful supplies of 
wood from which charcoal fuel could be produced.  After 
the medieval period the industry dwindled until the mid 
19th century when the ironstone reserves were once more 
‘rediscovered’ and exploited.  It was an industry that persisted 
into the late 20th century when economic changes saw its 
demise.

Efforts should be made wherever possible to ensure the 
conservation of industrial remains and infrastructure 
associated with historic minerals workings.  There should be 
a presumption in favour of preservation of surviving relict 
monuments and historic buildings wherever possible.  New 
development, change and land management should be 
controlled to conserve and enhance the historic landscape 
in areas of relict landscape, and archaeological monuments 
within the reinstated mineral workings areas.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the character of this landscape type, with a reinstated 
agricultural landscape of irregular large fieldscapes and open and reinstated minerals workings, interspersed with 
patchy Parliamentary and pre-parliamentary enclosure.  New development should seek to enhance local historic 
character sympathetically, while seeking to preserve surviving archaeological monuments, historic buildings and 
industrial archaeological remains associated with minerals extraction and the iron production industry.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Large irregular fields set amongst a wider 20th 
century fieldscape; The reinstatement of agricultural 
land has had a significant impact upon the fieldscapes 
of the area.  Although the original hand dug quarries 
often reinstated land without removing field 
boundaries, the large-scale 20th century extraction 
saw previous enclosure patterns swept away.  The 
fieldscapes resulting from reinstatement, therefore 
generally comprise large irregular fields with few 
internal boundaries.  The areas surrounding the 
former quarries can also be affected where the lines 
of haul roads or former tramways are preserved in the 
fieldscapes.

• Conserve and enhance areas of relict landscape 
and surviving archaeological monuments in areas 
without mineral extraction

• Existing patterns of large irregular fields with few 
internal boundaries should be retained; restoration 
of earlier, pre-extraction, field pattern should 
not normally be encouraged, except in localised 
areas without mineral extraction or to support the 
establishment of a strategic Green Infrastructure

• Some land re-used as recreational facilities and 
landfill sites; Extraction was by opencast methods.  
Initially hand dug, steam power was introduced at the 
turn of the 19th century and this mechanisation led to 
a ‘hill and dale’ landscape, which covered large areas 
of the countryside.  Whereas the hand dug quarries 
were reinstated once completed and given back to 
agriculture, the mechanically dug areas were often 
left in their ridged state. Some of these areas were 
covered with coniferous tree plantations but it was not 
until after the 1950s that suitable financial provision 
was made for the restoration of former quarry sites to 
agricultural land.  More recently, former quarries have 
been used for a range of purposes including landfill 
and recreational sites.

• Conserve and enhance surviving evidence of 
mineral workings as a priority

• Scarce ridge and furrow or other earthwork 
monuments; Largely due to the extraction process 
there is little survival of ridge and furrow cultivation 
in the area, although partly this may also be due to 
the fact that some areas were formerly part of the 
woodland of Rockingham Forest.  Where ridge and 
furrow does survive, it is around the villages such as at 
Harringworth

• Relict open field landscape evidence surviving 
within pasture fields must be a high priority 
for active conservation. Retain relict landscape 
features, particularly ridge and furrow where it has 
a strong visual impact within the local landscape

• Some historic woodland and parkland; For the 
same reason that ridge and furrow is scarce within 
the area there is also a lack of other upstanding 
earthwork monuments.  Those that are present, 
generally survive within the bounds of parkland.  Thus 
deserted medieval villages are present at both Kirby 
and Glendon Halls.  However, there is a single example 
of earthworks of a former house and formal gardens 
nearby Wakerley village.  The parkland also including 
some architectural monuments of note including 
Kirby Hall, Drayton House and the Triangular Lodge at 
Rushton.

• Conserve, enhance and restore historic parklands; 
any proposed landscape restoration must be based 
on historic planting but respect the integrity of 
other archaeological features preserved within the 
landscape park.

• Frequent railways; The establishment of the Midland 
Main Line railway through Kettering in 1857 was the 
spur to the Ironstone industries in the area.  In the 
succeeding years branch lines were established to link 
the quarries and the smelting areas and to bring in coal 
from outside the county.  Thus, the Reinstated Mineral 
Extraction Areas are characterised by the presence of 
active and former railway lines.  

• Conserve and enhance surviving evidence of 
industrial transport infrastructure associated with 
mineral workings as a priority

8   REINSTATED MINERAL EXTRACTION
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HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

9a Nene Valley: Woodford - Grendon
 

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Large lakes; The general character of the area now comprises sets of interconnected lakes.  These are generally 
surrounded by areas of unimproved or rough ground.  However, industrial areas and small fields do also separate 
some lakes. 

• Isolated monuments; By its nature the process of gravel extraction has meant that any monuments within its 
bounds have been destroyed.  The areas of extraction were subject to intensive archaeological investigation through 
the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s and numerous archaeological sites were excavated and recorded before their destruction.  
However today, the monuments that survive are those that have remained on untouched areas.  These comprise two 
examples of possible Bronze Age burial mounds (features which once would have been part of a more extensive 
mortuary landscape throughout the valley).  There are also important Roman and later remains of a earthwork 
causeway crossing the floodplain carrying the Roman road between Durobrivae and Irchester Roman town.

• Locks and canalised stretches belonging to the Nene Navigation; This stretch of the River Nene was made 
navigable between 1758 and 1760.  The river had been made navigable between Peterborough and Thrapston, 
twenty years earlier, but the improvements in the second half of the century enabled agricultural goods to be 
exported out of the county and additional mills were built at various points along its length.  The navigation and its 
locks survive today at the northern side of the area.

• Modern leisure areas; These lakes are used for a variety of recreational pursuits and as wildlife sanctuaries.

9   FLOODED MINERAL EXTRACTION

Flooded Mineral Extraction, Stanwick
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Chester Farm overlooking flooded mineral extraction with safeguarded buried Roman causeway

9   FLOODED MINERAL EXTRACTION

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE FLOODED MINERAL EXTRACTION TYPE

The Flooded Mineral Extraction Type dominates a single location set along the floor of the River Nene valley between 
the modern parishes of Woodford at the east and Grendon at the west. It represents the areas of modern sand and 
gravel extraction, which have been flooded during restoration.  It was the needs of the countrywide construction 
industry in the second half of the 20th century, which increased the exploitation of the sands and gravels.  Quarrying 
has taken place at other points along the Nene Valley including at Great Houghton and at Thrapston but the Woodford 
to Grendon stretch represents the main area of interlinked flooded areas in the county.

New development, change and land management should be controlled to conserve and enhance historic character 
in areas of relict landscape, and archaeological monuments preserved between flooded mineral workings areas, and 
to conserve the landscape produced by mineral extraction and flooding without the creation of additional flooded 
sites through restoration.  There should be a presumption in favour of preservation of surviving relict monuments and 
historic buildings wherever possible.  Efforts should be made to ensure the conservation of industrial remains and 
infrastructure associated with flooded minerals workings.

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the character of this landscape type, with a landscape of 
large flooded minerals workings, interspersed with patchy Parliamentary enclosure.  New development should seek to 
preserve surviving archaeological monuments, historic buildings and industrial archaeological remains associated with 
sand and gravel extraction.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Large lakes; The general character of the area 
comprises sets of interconnected lakes.  These are 
generally surrounded by areas of unimproved or rough 
ground.  However, industrial areas and small fields do 
also separate some lakes. 

• Conserve and enhance surviving evidence of 
mineral workings 

• Conserve and enhance surviving evidence of 
industrial transport infrastructure associated with 
mineral workings as a priority

• Isolated monuments; By its nature the process of 
gravel extraction has meant that any monuments 
within its bounds have been destroyed.  The areas of 
extraction were subject to intensive archaeological 
investigation through the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s 
and numerous archaeological sites were excavated 
and recorded before their destruction.  However 
today, the monuments that survive are those that 
have remained on untouched areas.  These comprise 
two examples of possible Bronze Age burial mounds 
(features which once would have been part of a more 
extensive mortuary landscape throughout the valley).  
There are also important Roman and later remains of a 
earthwork causeway crossing the floodplain carrying 
the Roman road between Durobrivae and Irchester 
Roman town

• Conserve and enhance areas of relict landscape 
and surviving archaeological monuments in areas 
without mineral extraction

9   FLOODED MINERAL EXTRACTION



HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER STRATEGY AND GUIDELINES 31

HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

10a Brampton Brook Ironstone Uplands
10b Cherwell River Valley: Warkworth - Aynho
 

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Modern communication routes; The areas are crossed both by former and active lines of the London and North 
Western Railway and the Great Western Railway.  These routes had stations in or close to some of the settlements 
in the area, a factor that would have helped spur development. In addition to the surviving parliamentary road 
system between many of the villages the areas are also crossed by more major routeways including the A508 Market 
Harborough Road, a former turnpike road out of Northampton and the more recent M40 motorway in the Cherwell 
River Valley.

• Medium large fields; The predominant field pattern comprises a semi-regular layout with generally straight 
hedgerows.  It was the intervention of the railways in the Victorian period, which began to break up the earlier 
parliamentary enclosure pattern, and this was a process, which continued with the establishment of modern roads 
such as the M40 motorway.   Although the overall framework of parliamentary layout survives, the grubbing out of 
individual hedgerows, small areas of reinstated former mineral workings and the establishment of fields on former 
parkland have created a generally late 20th century fieldscape.

• Historic halls and grounds; The principal monuments in the area comprise historic buildings.  These include 
Lamport Hall and Aynho Park, both of which have associated registered parkland.  The other major architectural 
monument represented is the Middle Saxon Minster church at Brixworth.  Apart from minor settlement remains 
associated with many of the villages in the area other earthwork monuments including the fishponds at Lamport 
and Walgrave, monuments whose locations are probably influenced by the numerous streams and springs in the 
Brampton Brook Ironstone Uplands.  The latter village is also associated with a medieval moated site.

10   MODERN FIELDS

Modern Fields, Chapel Brampton

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council: 
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.
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Modern Fields, Kings Sutton

10   MODERN FIELDS

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE MODERN FIELDS TYPE

The two areas principally characterised by Modern Fields are located to the west of the county.  They represent areas of mainly 
medium-large sized modern fields created by the removal of hedge boundaries after the 1950s.  The principal upstanding 
monuments in the area comprise 17th and 18th century halls and their landscaped grounds although the Brampton Brook 
Ironstone Uplands also contains the Saxon minster church at Brixworth.  The Modern Fields represent areas where alteration 
to earlier enclosed landscapes since the 1950s has been sufficient to consider them as a modern fieldscapes.  They differ in 
scale from the Large Modern Fields since the fields are defined in the Historic Landscape Character methodology to be less 
than 10ha in size and, rather than being subject to wholesale grubbing out of hedgerows, a more piecemeal process has 
taken place.  The factors behind this are not clear but may represent simply different ownership patterns or possibly different 
agricultural regimes.  

Agricultural practices and land management regimes should seek to resist further agglomeration of fields by hedgerow 
removal.  New development, change and land management should be controlled to conserve and enhance historic character 
in surviving blocks of relict landscape, and archaeological monuments preserved within the modern agricultural landscape.  
There should be a presumption in favour of preservation of surviving relict monuments and historic buildings wherever 
possible.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the character of this landscape type, with villages set within 
a modern agricultural landscape of medium-sized fieldscapes.  New development, land-use changes and agricultural 
practice should seek to enhance local historic character sympathetically, while seeking to preserve surviving archaeological 
monuments and historic buildings.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Medium large fields; The predominant field pattern 
comprises a semi-regular layout with generally straight 
hedgerows.  It was the intervention of the railways 
in the Victorian period, which began to break up the 
earlier parliamentary enclosure pattern and this was 
a process, which continued with the establishment of 
modern roads such as the M40 motorway.  Although 
the overall framework of parliamentary layout survives, 
the grubbing out of individual hedgerows, small 
areas of reinstated former mineral workings and 
the establishment of fields on former parkland have 
created a generally late 20th century fieldscape.

• Conserve and enhance historic hedgerows and 
other historic boundary features such as Parish and 
township boundaries. 

• Relict open field landscape evidence surviving 
within pasture fields must be a high priority 
for active conservation. Retain relict landscape 
features, particularly ridge and furrow where it has 
a strong visual impact within the local landscape

• Historic halls and grounds; The principal monuments 
in the area comprise historic buildings.   These include 
Lamport Hall and Aynho Park, both of which have 
associated registered parkland.  The other major 
architectural monument represented is the Middle 
Saxon Minster church at Brixworth.   Apart from 
minor settlement remains associated with many of 
the villages in the area other earthwork monuments 
including the fishponds at Lamport and Walgrave – 
monuments whose locations are probably influenced 
by the numerous streams and springs in the Brampton 
Brook Ironstone Uplands.  The latter village is also 
associated with a medieval moated site.

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape.

• Conserve, enhance and restore historic parklands; 
any proposed landscape restoration must be based 
on historic planting but respect the integrity of 
other archaeological features preserved within the 
landscape park.

10   MODERN FIELDS
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HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

11a Nene Valley: Dodford to Onley
11b Leam Valley: Charwelton – Newbold
 

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES 

• Occupy upper reaches of river valleys; Both areas occupy the watersheds and valleys of major rivers.  

• Upper and Lower Lias deposits; Sharing similar locations, the two areas also share similar geologies.  The lower 
valleys at the northern extent of the areas contain Charmouth Mudstone Formation (Lower Lias) Clays whilst the 
higher ground around the watersheds comprises mostly Whitby Mudstone Formation (Upper Lias) Clay.  However, the 
Nene Valley is further covered by glacial deposits on its slopes and higher ground.  The glacial sand and gravels here 
represent the largest expanse of this geology in the county.

• Deserted medieval villages; The fragmented nature of the areas means that the patterning of the fieldscapes 
varies.  In places the previous parliamentary enclosure layout is maintained albeit with boundaries having been 
removed whilst elsewhere this process of hedgerow removal has created large irregular shaped fields.  Modern 
communication routes and recreational areas as well as more ‘pristine’ examples of earlier enclosure further break up 
these fieldscapes.  Generally, the villages have not been subject to extensive 20th century expansion.  Where modern 
development has occurred, it has largely taken the form of infilling in and around the historic cores.  Unlike the 
Large Modern Fields, several deserted medieval villages survive within the two areas.  Within the area are located the 
extensive Iron Age hill fort at Borough Hill and the site of Bannaventa Roman small town.  Otherwise the upstanding 
monuments mainly comprise the earthwork remains of deserted medieval villages.  

• Sequence of transportation links; The Nene Valley contains the both historic and current transportation links.  The 
earliest was the Roman military road of Watling Street.  Subsequently this route was utilised as a turnpike road and 
stretches of it then used in the modern A5 trunk road.  The valley was also utilised for the route of the Grand Union 
Canal and later, the London and North Western Railway.  The railway operates today and runs alongside the M1 
motorway as two of the country’s principal north-south communication routes.

 

11 FRAGMENTED MODERN FIELDS

Fragmented Modern Fields, Welton 

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
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Fragmented Modern Fields, Hellidon

11 FRAGMENTED MODERN FIELDS

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE FRAGMENTED MODERN FIELDS TYPE

Areas of Fragmented Modern Enclosure occupy two locations at the northwest of the county. They are characterised by 
landscapes of modern fields, created principally by the removal of earlier hedgerows in the late 20th century, that are separated 
by small collections of earlier enclosure or modern non-agricultural areas.  The process of late 20th century agricultural 
improvements has created a variety of different sized and shaped fields set against a background pattern of earlier enclosures.  
The extent of the modern alterations is largely due to the agricultural regimes adopted by individual landowners.  The variety 
of localised processes, which have created the overall pattern of fieldscapes, can also be seen in the differential survival of 
monuments such as ridge and furrow and the form and size of settlements.

Where possible agricultural practices and land management regimes should seek to resist further agglomeration of fields by 
hedgerow removal.  New development, change and land management should be controlled to conserve and enhance historic 
character in surviving blocks of relict landscape, and archaeological monuments preserved within the modern agricultural 
landscape.  Development should seek to conserve surviving relict historic landscape features, monuments and historic 
buildings wherever possible.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the character of this landscape type, with villages set within a 
modern agricultural landscape of medium-sized fieldscapes.  New development, land-use changes and agricultural practice 
should seek to enhance local historic character sympathetically, while seeking to preserve surviving archaeological monuments 
and historic buildings.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines 

• Deserted medieval villages; The fragmented 
nature of the areas means that the patterning of the 
fieldscapes varies.  In places the previous parliamentary 
enclosure layout is maintained albeit with boundaries 
having been removed whilst elsewhere this process 
of hedgerow removal has created large irregular 
shaped fields.  Modern communication routes and 
recreational areas as well as more ‘pristine’ examples 
of earlier enclosure further break up these fieldscapes.  
Generally, the villages have not been subject to 
extensive 20th century expansion.  Where modern 
development has occurred, it has largely taken the 
form of infilling in and around the historic cores.  
Unlike the Large Modern Fields, several deserted 
medieval villages survive within the two areas.  Within 
the area are located the extensive Iron Age hill fort at 
Borough Hill and the site of Bannaventa Roman small 
town.  Otherwise the upstanding monuments mainly 
comprise the earthwork remains of deserted medieval 
villages.  

• Conserve and enhance historic hedgerows and 
other historic boundary features such as Parish and 
township boundaries. 

• Retain mix of regular and irregular field divisions

• Relict open field landscape evidence surviving 
within pasture fields must be a high priority 
for active conservation. Retain relict landscape 
features, particularly ridge and furrow where it has 
a strong visual impact within the local landscape

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape.

• Conserve, enhance and restore historic parklands; 
any proposed landscape restoration must be based 
on historic planting but respect the integrity of 
other archaeological features preserved within the 
landscape park.

11 FRAGMENTED MODERN FIELDS
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HISTORIC CHARACTER AREAS

12a: Fineshade
12b: Salcey Forest
12c: Yardley Chase
12d: Whittlewood Forest
12e: Rockingham Forest 

KEY HISTORIC CHARACTER FEATURES

• Boulder Clay geology; The extensive heavy, poorly drained plateau soils have contributed heavily to the historic 
development of this landscape type, limiting agricultural conditions and thereby promoting the wide retention of 
large woodland blocks.

• Frequent ancient and replanted ancient woodland; Forming the last surviving remnants of once extensive 
medieval Royal Hunting Forest landscapes, many of the woodlands remain rich in biodiversity and well preserved 
archaeological features.  These landscapes comprise dispersed woodland, interspersed by forest lawns, mixed 
agricultural land, parklands and relatively few, originally small scale settlements some of which have now expanded 
significantly.

• Remains of former deer parks; by the 17th Century most of the deer parks in the county had fallen out of use, and 
many went on to become landscape parks in their own right. Associated surviving features for instance as seen at 
Hackleton form important monuments within this landscape type.

• Moderately frequent halls and parkland; the historic houses and their parklands utilised forest areas as parts of 
their designed landscapes and form an integral historic feature of the landscape.

• Low settlement density; in general dispersed small scale settlements which lay outside of the wooded areas but 
under the influence of Forest Law are an important feature of this landscape type, exhibiting slightly more diverse 
economies than their intensively agricultural lowland counterparts.

• Mixed fieldscapes of predominantly large modern fields; Where large fields were not created as part of a single 
woodland clearance episode, the modern fields between the surviving woodlands in this character type may be 
a function of the requirement for mechanical intensification for agricultural land management in these areas of 
relatively poor agricultural soil.

12 WOODLAND

Woodland, Salcey Forest

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
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Woodland, Geddington Chase

12 WOODLAND

HISTORIC STRATEGY FOR THE WOODLAND TYPE

Of the five areas of Woodland, three are located in the south of the county and two in the northeast of the County.  The three 
southern examples are located within the former forests of Whittlebury and Salcey, while the northern examples belonged 
to Rockingham Forest. All are predominantly located upon Boulder Clay geologies.  The landscape in these areas tends to 
include large patches of woodland, a sparse settlement pattern of predominantly nucleated villages, and large fields formed 
either in areas of earlier woodland clearance or by the removal of historic field boundaries.  Originally sparse Ridge and Furrow 
remains have been further eroded by modern agricultural developments, and are now very scattered and isolated.

Within the woodlands themselves, preserved earthwork remains are relatively common (although often hard to identify).  
These can date back to the Iron Age (as at Salcey Forest) and even earlier prehistoric periods (as at Wakerley Woods).  New 
proposed development should avoid damaging the surviving extent of historic woodland and seek to conserve and enhance 
this resource wherever possible.  New development, change and land management should be controlled to conserve and 
enhance the visual quality of the historic woodland landscape and there will be a presumption in favour of preservation of 
important relict monuments and historic buildings wherever possible.  New development at existing village settlements 
should be located within the historic village envelopes in preference to expansion of settlement, except where development 
would have a negative impact on important archaeological remains or historic buildings.  

Overall regard should be made for the key features defining the historic character of this landscape type, with a low density of 
small villages set within a plateau landscape of large modern fields between frequent woodlands.  New development should 
seek to conserve and enhance the small-scale nature of village settlement, and maintain the generally wooded nature of the 
landscape by conserving the existing resource and encouraging the buffering and new planting schemes where appropriate.  
Inappropriate large-scale development should also be avoided in the open countryside.
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Key Historic Character Features Historic Landscape Guidelines

• Frequent ancient and replanted ancient woodland; 
Forming the last surviving remnants of once extensive 
medieval Royal Hunting Forest landscapes, many of 
the woodlands remain rich in biodiversity and well 
preserved archaeological features.  These landscapes 
comprise dispersed woodland, interspersed by forest 
lawns, mixed agricultural land, parklands and relatively 
few, originally small scale settlements some of which 
have now expanded significantly.

• New woodland planting should wherever possible 
reflect historic woodland distribution patterns.  
Woodland species will reflect the requirements of 
the Biodiversity Character Guidance

• Remains of former deer parks; by the 17th Century 
most of the deer parks in the county had fallen out of 
use, and many went on to become landscape parks 
in their own right. Associated surviving features form 
important monuments within this landscape type.

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks associated with medieval 
deerparks

• Moderately frequent halls and parkland; the historic 
houses and their parklands utilised forest areas as parts 
of their designed landscapes and form an integral 
historic feature of the landscape

• Conserve, enhance and restore historic parklands; 
any proposed landscape restoration must be based 
on historic planting but respect the integrity of 
other archaeological features preserved within the 
landscape park.

• Conserve, enhance and positively manage 
archaeological earthworks and historic buildings 
within the wider landscape.

• Low settlement density; in general scattered small 
scale settlements which lay outside of the wooded 
areas but under the influence of Forest Law are an 
important feature of this landscape type, exhibiting 
slightly more diverse economies than their intensively 
agricultural lowland counterparts.

• Conserve a scattered settlement patternand avoid 
village coalescence by respecting small scale 
settlement plans, wherever possible development 
should be limited to within existing village 
envelopes where it does not have a negative impact 
on existing archaeological remains or the historic 
core

• Mixed fieldscapes of predominantly large modern 
fields; Where large fields were not created as part 
of a single woodland clearance episode, the modern 
fields between the surviving woodlands in this 
character type may be a function of the requirement 
for mechanical intensification for agricultural land 
management in these areas of relatively poor 
agricultural soil.

• Where pre-parliamentary or parliamentary 
fieldscapes do survive locally in contiguous blocks, 
conserve and enhance historic hedgerows where 
this is appropriate and reinforces local character.  
The restoration of lost hedgerow lines to historic 
patterns should be informed by local circumstances.  
Hedgerow species and inclusion of hedgerow trees 
will reflect the requirements of the Biodiversity 
Character Guidance

12 WOODLAND
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PLEASE REFER TO THE DOCUMENT  ‘HLCA  FIGURE 1’.
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The ECS and GI Strategy has been coordinated by the River Nene Regional Park (RNRP) who would like to thank the following 
individuals and organisations for their time, input and guidance:

Environmental Character Strategy (ECS) concept - Jason Longhurst, RNRP

Environmental Character Strategy (ECS) strategic delivery - Jason Longhurst, RNRP, Michel Kerrou, NCC, and Chris Burgess, 
Northumberland County Council, with support on the historic and biodiversity studies and digital mapping, Greg Phillips, RNRP

Investing in Northamptonshire - Northamptonshire’s ECS and GI Suite - A Users’ Guide; Environmental and Current Landscape 
Assessments, Strategies and Guidelines; and Making the Connection - Northamptonshire’s GI Strategy - Susan Carter and Ian 
Houlston, LDA Design Consulting LLP with support from NCC/RNRP

Historic Landscape Character Assessment - Northamptonshire Archaeology, NCC and Greg Phillips, RNRP

Historic Landscape Character Landscape Strategy and Guidance – Greg Phillips, RNRP

Biodiversity Landscape Character Assessment and Landscape Strategy and Guidance - Steve Brayshaw of Denton Wood 
Associates with support from NCC/RNRP and the Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust

Photography - Mike Williams (CLCA), Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust (BCA), and individual contributors as credited.  
All vertical aerial imagery © GeoInformation Group.
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Myk Flitcroft - Northamptonshire County Council
Ian Houlston - Senior Consultant, LDA Design
Steve Brayshaw - Denton Wood Associates
Jason Longhurst - Project Director, River Nene Regional Park
Susan Carter - Associate, LDA Design
Mark Holmes - Northamptonshire Archaeology, NCC

ECS Steering Group 

Andy D’Arcy - South Northamptonshire Council
Anne Plackett - English Heritage
Cheryl Jarvis - Northampton Borough Council
Chris Wade - Rockingham Forest Trust
David Hallam - Kettering Borough Council
Felicity Webber - Borough Council of Wellingborough
Ian Lorman - South Northamptonshire Council
Ian Patterson - Natural England (English Nature)
Karen Britton - Daventry District Council
Karen Devonport - Natural England (Countryside Agency)
Karen Horner - East Northamptonshire Council
Ken Monro  - Natural England (English Nature)
Kathy Rivett - Corby Borough Council
Matt Jackson – The Wildlife Trust (Oxfordshire)
Mike Pearson - South Northamptonshire Council
Noreen Banks - Northampton Borough Council
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