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SUMMARY 
 
Archaeological observation and salvage recording was carried out on the site of The 
Whitehouse Hotel, Foregate Street, Worcester (NGR SO 8490 5518), during the 
groundworks for the construction of an extended basement to the rear of the hotel.  The 
site lies within the historic core of the Roman and medieval city and the observation and 
recording took place in line with the archaeological policies in the City of Worcester 
Local Plan.  A desk-based assessment carried out on the Star Hotel suggested that the 
site was likely to contain significant Roman, medieval and post-medieval remains (White 
and Baker 2000).  An evaluation carried out in 2002 identified extensive truncation due 
to cellaring and a deep layer of post-medieval build-up in trenches adjacent to the back 
of the hotel (Cherrington 2002).  A large L-shaped trench was excavated through the 
existing cellar and a series of large pits and layers were identified.  A number of these 
features contained artefacts which dated to the medieval period.  Certain of these 
artefacts were associated with others of post-medieval date and can be considered 
residual.  
 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This report describes the results of archaeological observation and recording carried out 
during groundworks for the construction of an extended basement to the rear of The 
Whitehouse Hotel, Foregate Street, Worcester (NGR SO 8490 5518, Fig. 1).  The work 
was carried out by Birmingham Archaeology on behalf of Miras Contracts Ltd.   
 
The observation and recording was carried out in accordance with a brief prepared by 
Worcester City Museum Archaeology Section (2003), and followed the guidelines set 
down in Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (Institute of Field 
Archaeologists 1999). 
 
 
2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
Roman remains have been found to the west and the north of the study area at Farrier 
Street, Love's Grove and Kardonia excavations (Fig. 1). These sites produced evidence of 
iron working in the form of waste products or small furnaces.  
 
The rear of the site lies approximately 65m to the east of a Roman road heading north 
from the defended area of the Roman town, which is thought to be heading towards the 
forts at Greensforge, Staffordshire. This road has been observed at Broad Street and 
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Farrier Street immediately to the west of the development area.  
 
It is possible that Foregate Street itself represents a second Roman road heading north 
from the centre of the settlement. If this is the case Foregate Street may also have 
supported a 'ribbon' of suburban development. 
 
Activity within the vicinity of the Roman road may have continued into the Saxon period 
and may be represented by a 'dark earth cultivation deposit' although there is potential for 
occupation within this area. 
 
Medieval occupation began around 1100, or soon after. The former Star Hotel lies within 
the Foregate suburb, a planned urban extension developed by the bishops of Worcester. 
The plots on the western side of Foregate Street were short and terminated at a parallel 
rear service lane (the present Farrier Street). A tile workshop is recorded in the area in the 
medieval period. 
 
The suburb was demolished in the Civil War and evidence of that episode of demolition 
and reconstruction may remain. 
 
This provides a brief summary of the desk-based assessment that has been undertaken for 
the development area (White and Baker 2000). 
 
 
3.0 OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of the observation and recording were to provide a record of any 
archaeological deposits or features which might be present below the modern ground 
surface, and to provide an understanding of the history and significance of the 
archaeology as a whole. 
 
 
4.0 METHOD 
 
The objectives were achieved through continual archaeological monitoring during the 
machine excavation of an L-shaped basement foundation (Fig. 1).  This trench measured 
approximately 25m x 16m and was excavated to a depth of 3.0m below the modern 
ground surface.  All stratigraphic relationships were recorded on individual pro-forma 
record cards.  A photographic record was maintained, supplemented by scale drawings at 
1:50.  These together with recovered artefacts form the site archive.  This is presently 
housed at the offices of Birmingham Archaeology. 
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5.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS (Fig. 2, Plates 1 to 4) 
 
The yellow sand and red gravel subsoil (1002), was encountered at a depth of 1.5m below 
the modern ground surface.  A series of large, intersecting pits (F100 not illustrated Plate 
1, F101 to F109 Fig. 2, Plates 2 and 3), were identified which truncated the subsoil 
severely in the majority of the excavated area.  These pits ranged in width (approximately 
2.0m to 4.0m), and depth (approximately 1.0m to 3.0m), and had varied profiles.  The 
fills of these pits (1003, 1004 not illustrated, 1005 to 1013 Fig. 2), however, were very 
similar; a clean, uniform greyish brown sandy silt with lenses of clean redeposited yellow 
sand forming bands within the fills.  In places it was not possible to determine the edges 
of individual features.  Where artefacts were recovered from the features, it was 
determined that the pottery and brick dated primarily from the medieval period.  Sealing 
these pits was a similar layer of grey brown sandy silt (1001), which contained occasional 
brick, tile, bone and pottery fragments.  The pottery recovered from this context was 
determined to be primarily medieval in origin, although residual, due to the association 
with it of post-medieval tile fragments.  This layer (1001), was undulating across the 
length of the area, and varied in depth between 0.5m and 1.0m. 
 
 
5.1 Assessment of medieval sherds (pers. comm. S. Ratkai) 
 

Feature Context Fabric Date 
Layer 1001 Cistercian Ware 16th century 
Layer 1001 Malvernian cooking 

pot - Fabric 56 
13th century 

Layer 1001 Malvernian 
- Fabric 69 

14th – 16th century 

F101 1005 Malvernian 
- Fabric 69 

14th – 16th century 

F103 1007 Malvernian 
- Fabric 69 

15th – 16th century 

F103 1007 Worcester Glazed 
Ware – Fabric 64.1 

13th century 

 
 
 
The remains of an earlier cellar, backfilled with rubble were partially visible in the west-
facing section of the excavation (Plate 4).  The remains of the vaulted cellar associated 
with the Star Hotel were identified in the northeast corner of the excavation area.  This 
cellar cut the backfill of the earlier cellar and truncated the natural subsoil (1002), and the 
medieval pits and post-medieval layer (F100 and 1001), to a depth of 2.7m below the 
modern ground surface.  This cellar had previously housed the boilers for the hotel and 
had been in use until recently.  Abutting the top of the cellar wall, and sealing the post-
medieval deposits across the rest of the area was a layer of modern rubble, brick, tile and 
concrete with grey sandy silt (1000).  This layer in turn was truncated by a series of 
modern services that were identified at a depth no greater than approximately 1.0m. 
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6.0 DISCUSSION 
 
The archaeological evidence recovered during this phase of work suggests that the area 
had been extensively utilised during the post-medieval period.  The layers identified are 
likely to be associated with activity within the backplots of the buildings fronting 
Foregate Street during this period whilst the pits may be associated with earlier, medieval 
activity.  The scarcity of artefactual evidence present in the fills of the pits and layers 
identified implies that they were not utilised as refuse pits, but instead may be associated 
with the quarrying of the loose sand and gravel subsoil in the area.  Severe truncation 
may explain the paucity of archaeological features or deposits which pre-date the post-
medieval period.  It is also likely that the post-medieval features and layers identified 
during these works are equivalent to the deep layer of post-medieval deposits identified 
during the previous evaluation (see Trench 3, Cherrington 2002). 
 
The cellaring identified during these archaeological works and the previous evaluation 
was only present in the area nearest the Foregate Street frontage.  Although both the 
evaluation and the watching brief demonstrated extensive truncation during the post-
medieval period, it is possible that within any areas in the vicinity that have been exposed 
to less post-medieval truncation, features and deposits of an earlier date might survive. 
 
 
 
7.0 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 
Miras Contracts Ltd commissioned this project.  Thanks are due to Andrew Shaw and 
Conrad Jackson of Miras Contracts and to James Dinn, who monitored the work on 
behalf of Worcester City Council.  Eleanor Ramsey carried out the watching brief and 
prepared this report.  The illustrations were prepared by Nigel Dodds.  Richard Cuttler 
edited this report.  He also managed the project for Birmingham Archaeology. 
 
 
8.0 REFERENCES 
 
Cherrington, R.  (2002), “An Archaeological Evaluation at the Whitehouse Hotel (former
 Star Hotel) and adjacent land, 61 Foregate Street, Worcester”, (BUFAU Report
 No. 955) 
 
Dinn, J.  (2003), “Brief for an Archaeological Watching Brief, Whitehouse Hotel (former
 Star Hotel), Foregate Street, Worcester”, Worcester City Museum Archaeology
 Section, Worcester City Council 
 
Institute of Field Archaeologists (1999), Standard and Guidance for Archaeological
 Watching Brief 
 
White, R. and Baker, N.  (2002),  “A Desk-Based Assessment of the Star Hotel,
 Worcester and Adjacent Land”, (BUFAU Report No. 672) 

 4
































	SUMMARY
	Feature
	Context
	Fabric
	Date
	Layer
	Cistercian Ware
	Layer
	Layer
	Malvernian
	F101
	Malvernian
	F103
	Malvernian
	F103



	Miras Contracts Ltd commissioned this project.  Thanks are d
	WB contents page.pdf
	Contents
	Figures
	Plates



