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SUMMARY 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit on land at Monyhull Hall Hospital, King’s Norton, Birmingham (NGR 
SP 067 791) between June and November 2003.  John Samuels Archaeological 
Consultants Ltd commissioned the work on behalf of Bellway Homes.  The watching 
brief was required by the Planning Archaeologist for Birmingham City Council as a 
condition of planning permission in advance of residential development.  The site is 
located immediately north of Monyhull Hall, which is thought to have been situated 
on the site of an earlier medieval farm or manor house and associated buildings.  It 
was possible on this basis that evidence of the earlier structures may survive below 
ground. 
 
No archaeological features, deposits or significant artefacts, which dated to the 
medieval period were recorded during the observation of groundworks for the new 
development.  The only artefacts recovered dated to the late post-medieval and 
modern periods. These were recorded in the western and central areas of the site.  
The deposit in the western area, a 0.5m deep layer may represent the remains of a 
levelling event during the course of the development of the hospital in the early part 
of the 20th century, perhaps associated with the infilling of two pools or fishponds 
known to have existed at this location.  The remains of a single modern brick cellar 
were also exposed.  This had previously been infilled with mixed building debris. 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit (BUFAU) was commissioned to 
undertake an archaeological watching brief by John Samuels Archaeological 
Consultants (hereafter JSAC) for Bellway Homes at the site of Monyhull Hall Hospital, 
King’s Norton, Birmingham (hereafter the site) between June and November 2003 
(Fig. 1).  This report outlines the results of work carried out during the excavation of 
trenches for drainage pipes and sewers on the site prior to the construction of 600 
houses.  The watching brief was requested in a brief prepared by Dr. Mike Hodder for 
Birmingham City Council as a condition of planning permission (planning ref. No. 
S/02457/97/OUT).  It follows guidelines laid down in the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (IFA 
1994) and is in accordance with Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (DoE 1990).  It 
also conforms to a written scheme of investigation produced by JSAC (Slatcher 
2003). 
 
 
2. SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
 
The site is located to the southeast of Monyhull Hall Road in King’s Norton, c.9km to 
the south of Birmingham City Centre.  The area was formerly the site of Monyhull 
Hall Hospital, most of which has now been demolished.  The site is currently open 
grassland, bounded by the Stratford-upon-Avon canal to the north, Chinn Brook to 
the east, Monyhull Hall, the Church and houses to the south and properties fronting 
onto Monyhull Hall Road to the west (Fig. 2). 
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3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
Documentary evidence dates the Monyhull estate to at least 1237 (Mawer and 
Stenton 1969, 355).  Prior to this the area of the estate is recorded in a charter of 
699-709AD, when Offa of Mercia granted three hides of woodland near the Chinn 
Brook to the church of Worcester (Demidowicz, 2003).  At the Dissolution the estate 
passed from crown hands through a succession of lay owners, before being 
purchased by the Kings Norton Union in 1905 for use as a psychiatric hospital known 
as the ‘Monyhull Colony for epileptics and the feeble-minded’.  
 
A medieval farm or manor house stood in the vicinity of the current Hall, which is 
situated advantageously on a hill overlooking the Chinn Brook to the southeast.  The 
1838 Tithe map shows the current Hall along with two large pools or fishponds now 
filled in, lying to the south of the Hall and farm buildings. These pools may have had 
a medieval origin.  Three water-filled pits were also shown, possibly clay or marl pits 
for brick making. 
 
A watermill is listed on the site, which was constructed in 1286. Earthworks near the 
Chinn Brook, which have been identified as the remnants of a medieval moat, may 
be the remains of this mill, with the lower of the two fishponds being a millpond 
(Demidowicz 1998, 10). 
    
Detailed recording of one of the buildings near Monyhull Hall to the southwest of the 
hospital site prior to its demolition, demonstrated that it included the roof of a 
timber-framed building (Litherland 2000 and 2001).  This timber-framed building 
dated broadly to 1550-1650. Dendrochronological dating on one of the timbers 
produced a felling date for the wood of c.1450.  The timber itself may therefore have 
been reused, perhaps from an earlier building nearby. 
 
 
4. OBJECTIVES 
 
The general aim of the archaeological watching brief is to provide a record of any 
archaeological deposits or features, which might be revealed during groundworks 
and to provide an understanding of the history and the significance of the 
archaeology of the site as a whole. The specific aims of the watching brief are: 
 
• to monitor all groundworks marked as areas 2 and 4 in the brief, including the 

excavation of foundation and service trenches (Fig. 3). 
• to record the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and quality 

of any surviving archaeological remains affected by the development works.  
• to preserve any archaeological deposits exposed ‘by record’, and conserve for 

future analysis all artefactual/ ecofactual material recovered from the site. 
 
These aims were achieved through a programme of archaeological monitoring visits 
to the site during groundworks. 
 
 
5. METHODOLOGY 
 
The excavation of service trenches in the areas specified in the brief was monitored 
by a qualified archaeologist to standards set out by the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists (1994).  Salvage recording of any potential archaeological features or 
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deposits revealed by contractors’ groundworks was carried out where necessary.  All 
stratigraphic sequences were recorded, even where no archaeology was present.  
Contextual information was supplemented where required by scale drawings, plans 
at 1:50, 1:100 and sections at 1:20 and 1:50, and monochrome print, colour slide 
and colour print photographs.  These form the site archive.  Features were assigned 
unique numbers from F100, and contexts from 1000. 
 
The site archive comprises all data recorded during the watching brief and is 
prepared according to guidelines set down in Appendix 3 of Management of 
Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991), the Guidelines for the Preparation of 
Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage (Walker 1990) and Standards in the 
Museum Care of Archaeological Collections (Museum and Art Galleries Commission 
1992). The archive will be deposited with an appropriate repository within a 
reasonable time after the completion of the project.  Advice will be taken from 
Birmingham City Council’s Planning Archaeologist. 
 
 
6. RESULTS 
 
Natural red clay subsoil was exposed in service trenches in both east and west areas 
of the site.  In the west the natural subsoil (1006) was exposed at a depth of c.2.5m.  
It was overlain by a 0.6m deep layer of reddish-brown mixed silt clay, probably re-
deposited natural subsoil (1005).  A series of layers of mid-brown silt clay overlay 
this, the most recent of which yielded a selection of late post-medieval and modern 
brick, glass and tile fragments (1001). 
 
The clay subsoil was exposed in trenches to the west of the site also.  On this 
occasion it lay c.0.5m below the modern ground surface.  It was overlain by a mid-
brown, charcoal flecked silt clay deposit (2000) from which no artefacts were 
recovered. 
 
Towards the central area of the site the remains of a modern brick cellar were 
exposed (F300).  This measured c.2.35m square and had been partially demolished 
at an earlier date.  The brick walls had originally been whitewashed and the floor was 
of concrete.  The cellar infill comprised primarily rubble debris from the initial 
demolition and included electrical wiring presumably associated with the original 
structure.  The cellar was cut into the natural red clay subsoil.  In its vicinity the 
natural subsoil was overlain by a 0.2m deep mid-brown, charcoal flecked clay 
deposit, which in turn was overlain first by a thin layer of yellow sand silt and 
subsequently by a 0.5m deep mid-brown silt clay layer (3000) containing modern 
building debris. 
 
 
7. FINDS 
 
The late post-medieval and modern examples of brick, glass and tile, associated with 
layer 1001, in the western part of the site and with layer 3000 in the central area 
were not of particular significance and were subsequently discarded. 
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8. DISCUSSION 
 
No significant archaeological features, deposits or artefacts were recorded during the 
observation of groundworks.  However, the remodelling of the site and associated 
tipping known to have occurred in its vicinity may still preserve quite deeply buried 
archaeological features. 
 
It may be that the deep deposits in the west area of the site are associated with the 
two large pools or fishponds known to have been infilled at an earlier date.  The 
trenches observed did not, however, provide significantly extensive exposures from 
which to form a more confident conclusion.  The only feature exposed of note, the 
modern cellar is probably to be associated with the hospital building. 
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